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   I despised the world.
 
    
 
   Right after I was born, I was abandoned in a bag meant for trash.
 
   I had absolutely no reason to cherish the world, for I had been treated like a stray beast my entire life.
 
    
 
   I hated the world for making me one of them.
 
    
 
   I was disgusted by the fact that I was classified as a human, grouped with those pretenders who wore human masks, but were blinded by their greed and ambition.
 
    
 
   That is the reason why I did not trust humans.
 
    
 
   Whatever I had to do, I did it alone.
 
    
 
   This mindset remained the same even after the world transformed in its entirety.
 
    
 
   On January 1st, 2020, the world metamorphosed into a game-like state.
 
    
 
   Dungeons and monsters began to appear, and so did players with the power to stop them.
 
    
 
   An unprecedented change in human history had begun.
 
    
 
   In my perspective, however, the world did not change very much.
 
    
 
   For the strong still took advantage of the weak; the fact that the ones with everything took from those with nothing did not change.
 
    
 
   Players used the threat of dungeons and monsters, which terrified the world, merely as an opportunity to fulfill their ambitions.
 
    
 
   In the world, there is nobody you can trust.
 
    
 
   Only one.
 
    
 
   Only one person seemed different from the rest.
 
    
 
   “I will kill the final boss of this game and put an end to it all.”
 
    
 
   Lee Se-joon.
 
   One of the first seven to become a player, and one of the few who had been chosen by the sacred light. He was also a man that has held the title of the highest level player; ever since he partook in the sacred light ritual.
 
    
 
   Only he was different.
 
    
 
   “Therefore, he will be the one to save the world.”
 
    
 
   While all the other players treated the new game-like world as their stage for satisfying their ambitions and greed; only Lee Se-joon was selfless, and dedicated himself to saving the world.
 
    
 
   He hunted monsters even if it did not bring him any benefits, he annihilated the dangerous dungeons that everyone else avoided, and he also judged the players and guilds who defied the law.
 
    
 
   In other words, to save the world, he fought against the world itself.
 
    
 
   He was the first.
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   It was the first time in my life that I met such a person, someone who I felt I could trust and follow wholeheartedly in this shitty-ass world.
 
    
 
   That was why.
 
    
 
   “Hunting Dog Kim Woo-jin, I need your strength.”
 
    
 
   When Lee Se-joon, he, reached out for my hand, I didn’t hesitate for even a second before accepting it.
 
    
 
   I would follow him to end this damn game, I was willing to even risk my life in order to change this world.
 
    
 
   Life as a companion to a savior who will one day save the world was incomparably onerous compared to a carefree lifestyle.
 
    
 
   Players with a vested interest didn’t want this game to end, so the closer the Messiah Guild  came to beating the game, the voices of the world swarmed towards them and only became louder and louder.
 
    
 
   However, I never thought of giving up, not even once.
 
    
 
   We will save the world. I believed that risking my life for the sake of my fellow men, who were united by that shining noble cause, was never a waste.
 
   I believed that as long as I were with them, I could change this ugly world.
 
    
 
   “Master, the only thing that is left now is the final battle.”
 
    
 
   “The final battle does not exist.”
 
    
 
   “What?”
 
    
 
   “I never thought of ending the game.”
 
    
 
   “What do you…”
 
    
 
   I was certain I was hearing incorrectly.
 
    
 
   “There must be wolves for the sheep to be obedient.”
 
    
 
   Puk!
 
    
 
   Before Balmung, even dragon leather was pierced like a sheet of paper. The moment Balmung pierced his chest, Kim Woo-jin heard the system notifications.
 
    
 
   http://typemoon.wikia.com/wiki/Balmung
 
    
 
   [You are under the effect of Balmung’s Curse]
 
    
 
   [All resistances are reduced by 90%]
 
    
 
   [All defense stats are reduced by 90%]
 
    
 
   [All healing effects are reduced by 90%]
 
    
 
   “You’ve done a good job. Kim Woo-jin, without you, we would not have been able to make it this far.”
 
    
 
   What I heard afterwards was Lee Se-joon’s voice.
 
    
 
   So, Lee Se-joon’s voice, which did not overlap with the system’s notifications, bluntly entered Kim Woo-jin’s ear drums.
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   “Wha, what do you mean?”
 
    
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin could not understand a single word coming from Lee Se-joon’s mouth.
 
    
 
   “Wha… What do you mean that you never had the thought of ending this game from the beginning?”
 
    
 
   “What do I mean?”
 
    
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin’s question wasn’t answered by Lee Se-joon but by a different figure.
 
    
 
   Crimson leather, as if it was cut from blazing flames, made up the robe of a bewitching beauty who stood behind Lee Se-joon’s, and looked down upon Kim Woo-jin, who was kneeling in front of her. She then spoke.
 
    
 
   “If the game ends and the game system disappears, the powers and items we obtained would disappear, along with the all the dungeons and monsters. The reason why people obey our every word will disappear as well.”
 
    
 
   Park Shin-hye.
 
    
 
   The heiress to the Hansung Group, the largest chaebol group in Korea, who was Lee Se-joon’s biggest financial investor in the early days of establishing the Messiah Guild.
 
    
 
   “If we end the game, then how can we rule the world?”
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked gravely toward Lee Se-joon after hearing her words.
 
    
 
   Lee Se-joon, however, did not say a word.
 
    
 
   It was an unambiguous response.
 
    
 
   At such a response, Kim Woo-jin gritted his teeth.
 
    
 
   ‘I need to take the sword out first. I can’t hope to do anything while Balmung is still stabbing me.’
 
    
 
   His primary instinct was to live. He desperately wished to live and listen to Lee Se-joon’s explanation.
 
    
 
   ‘I want to hear a more detailed explanation…’
 
    
 
   He didn’t want to hear it from some other person, but directly through Lee Se-joon’s mouth alone.
 
    
 
   [Venom of the Thousand Snake is spreading throughout your body]
 
    
 
   At that moment, a new system notification rang in Kim Woo-jin’s ear.
 
    
 
   “Phht…”
 
   Simultaneously, Kim Woo-jin threw up blood from his mouth.
 
    
 
   Chiii!
 
    
 
   The blood that Kim Woo-jin threw up melted the floor.
 
    
 
   ‘Venom of the Thousand Snake?’
 
    
 
   “As expected, quite impressive.”
 
    
 
   The person who spoke to the miserable Kim Woo-jin again was still none other than Park Shin-hye.
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   “To think that the effect of the poison manifested only after being stabbed by Balmung; others were easily taken care of by the might of the Venom of the Thousand Snake alone.”
 
    
 
   “Others?”
 
    
 
   In that instant, various faces appeared through Kim Woo-jin’s mind.
 
    
 
   “Don’t tell me…”
 
    
 
   Companions who would give up everything, even their lives, for humanity; and people who would gladly sacrifice their lives for these companions.
 
    
 
   The moment he recalled the faces of his dear friends, the expression of his eyes changed.
 
    
 
   His eyes began to emit an aura of strong killing intent and resentment.
 
    
 
   This was the proof of acceptance.
 
    
 
   It was proof that Kim Woo-jin finally understood the truth of this situation, and accepted it.
 
    
 
   “Lee Se-joon, so from the beginning, you never thought of becoming the hero or saving the world.”
 
    
 
   In addition, Lee Se-joon’s silence was also an irrefutable evidence. Then Park Shin-hye spoke.
 
    
 
   “Yeah, you are right. That was our plan from the start. If not for that reason, do you really think our Hansung group would risk everything in support of the Messiah Guild?”
 
    
 
   In place of the silent Lee Se-joon, the explanation that came from Park Shin-hye proved everything was true.
 
   Lee Se-joon, who stood in front of him, was not a hero.
 
    
 
   “From the beginning, our plan was to create an empire that is able to dominate and rule the world. In order to achieve this, we needed to get rid of the competitors, and play the hero to distinguish ourselves from those competitors.”
 
    
 
   A villain in a hero’s mask.
 
    
 
   He was an insincere guy who wouldn’t even speak the truth using his own mouth.
 
    
 
   “Finally, all the preparations are complete.”
 
    
 
   Park Shin-hye said everything, instead of Lee Se-joon.
 
    
 
   “Dragon Hunter, Grouse, Deadly Poison King, and even the King of the Undead. Actually, we were going to trade with the King of the Undead at first, since I would have had to risk my life if I tried to kill him. But to think that a hunting dog would kill such a monster. That was quite unexpected.”
 
    
 
   Lee Se-joon. I dedicated my life to him, and to think I could not even hear the reason behind his betrayal from him directly, but only through Park Shin-hye.
 
    
 
   “Well, I was supposed to finish you off after I joined hands with the King of the Undead. Isn’t it ironic? I mean your nickname is ‘Hunting Dog’.”
 
    
 
   It was extremely difficult to suppress this chaotic feeling, which was beyond description.
 
    
 
   “So, how do you feel?”
 
    
 
   There was no fucking way I would feel any kind of happiness or joy.
 
    
 
   ‘He can’t even fucking spurt out a single excuse?’
 
    
 
   From Lee Se-joon’s actions alone, from beginning to end, he felt abject betrayal.
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   The fact that he didn’t even say a word, with his own damn mouth, in a situation like this, made him look like nothing but a goddamn coward.
 
    
 
   Facing this reality, he was overwhelmed with rage.
 
    
 
   ‘You even killed those who trusted you with their fucking lives?’
 
    
 
   Countless men had sacrificed their lives in order for Lee Se-joon to be here right now.
 
    
 
   Disregarding everything they hold dear, their boundless determination and unshakeable resolve to save the world was the only thing that pushed them forward.
 
    
 
   But you got rid of them because they’re now in the way?
 
    
 
   And you won’t even say a word of explanation using your own damn mouth?
 
    
 
   Ppadhht!!
 
    
 
   This was something one could not analyze or understand rationally.
 
    
 
   “Lee Se-joon, if you have anything to say, say it with your own mouth.”
 
    
 
   The last string of rationality he had left made asking this question possible.
 
    
 
   “Why even bother with you when you are just going to die anyway?”
 
    
 
   “Shut up, I am speaking with Lee Se-joon.”
 
    
 
   However, Lee Se-joon did not respond, despite the repeated imploring from Kim Woo-jin.
 
    
 
   Instead, Lee Se-joon turned his back on him.
 
    
 
   In that moment, everything was clear to him.
 
    
 
   “After all, there is no one in this world that one can truly trust.”
 
    
 
   He had dedicated his life to the hero who he thought was destined to save the world.  However, but that was nothing but a lie. In the end, he was betrayed by the hero.
 
    
 
   Furthermore, like he had always believed, there was no person in the world that one could believe or trust. Such a figure did not exist.
 
    
 
   He was our only hope.
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s situation was clear.
 
    
 
   So it was also very clear what Kim Woo-ji had to do.
 
    
 
   “I killed everyone and everything that hindered the dream of ending the game. So, if you are going to kill me, you better do it right. Cause if I survive, I will do everything I can to stop you bastards.”
 
    
 
   Making a traitor pay for his betrayal.
 
    
 
   That is the end of the story of Kim Woo-jin.
 
    
 
   On March 7, 2023, it was the story of his future. One which he remembered after waking up from his slumber.
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   January 1st, 2020
 
    
 
   [The Game Will Commence Shortly]
 
    
 
   That single phrase changed the world into a game . 
 
   Like a game, dungeons started to appear, and monsters began to come out from them . 
 
   The people were able to experience these changes right away with their bodies . 
 
    
 
   “What’s that?”
 
    
 
   “Hey, what is that black hole over there?”
 
    
 
   “Hmm? Something is coming out?”
 
    
 
   Dungeon gates spawned everywhere around the world, and the monsters that resided on the other side of these gates started to break out . 
 
    
 
   “Mon, Monster!”
 
    
 
   “R-R, Run!”
 
    
 
   Monsters turned the whole world into a battleground in a flash . 
 
   Of course, the monsters that initially appeared weren’t of any threat to the human race as a whole; the monsters were not powerful enough to handle the weapons developed by mankind . 
 
   At the very least, there were no problems dealing with low level monsters in the beginning . 
 
    
 
   “We have taken care of the ogre that appeared in Seoul . ”
 
    
 
   “Another ogre has appeared again in Incheon!”
 
    
 
   “An ogre has appeared in Busan as well!”
 
    
 
   Nobody knew that it was the beginning of a nightmare . 
 
    
 
   “Daegu, it appeared in Daegu as well . ”
 
    
 
   “Are you talking about an ogre?”
 
    
 
   “Uh, uh… apparently it’s a dragon . ”
 
    
 
   The true horror was that there was no end to this nightmare that had begun . 
 
   Even though they avoided the complete destruction of the city by hunting all the monsters, new monsters began to appear over and over again from the gate in unpredictable intervals . 
 
   Unless the dungeon that existed beyond the gate was destroyed, their only option was to continually repeat this painful and disastrous war . 
 
   Thankfully, an answer to such a problem soon manifested . 
 
    
 
   Players appeared . 
 
    
 
   “From this point forward, this dungeon is obliterated . ”
 
    
 
   Players who went past the gate to destroy the dungeon brought them hope . 
 
   The world, which had changed to become like a game, had reorganized around the players . 
 
   And in 2023, the people that survived finally adapted to the changed world . 
 
    
 
   Monster warning issued in food district Neojo-ri, Paju Province . 
 
    
 
   [Warning Level 1!]
 
    
 
   People now accepted monsters as a routine part of their lives . Once the warning had been issued, they escaped without becoming flustered due to the appearance of the monsters . 
 
   People who hunted monsters were deployed . 
 
   At this point, it was now rare for the military to move . 
 
    
 
   “The number of times monsters appeared has decreased lately, while the number of players keeps increasing . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   “So what if the number of players increase? They’re only walking around in the first or second floor of the dungeons, scared of losing their petty lives . ”
 
    
 
   “Nevertheless, they get paid in millions . The same work, catching monsters like us, but they get paid hundreds of millions of dollars, and are treated as celebrities by the public, while people like us are treated like dirty hunting dogs . What a shitty world!”
 
    
 
   The mercenaries who were deployed were employed by the corporations who had contracts with the government . 
 
   It was the most cost efficient arrangement . Rather than allocating and spending more money on the military to kill the monsters, outsourcing was much more efficient in terms of management and cost . 
 
   Mercenaries were easier to dispense of after as well . 
 
   When a soldier sacrifices himself for his country, the country has to come forward, and give his family and loved ones a pension as well as compensation, but the mercenaries didn’t have such rights or qualifications . 
 
    
 
   Of course, a sensible person would never work as a mercenary, for they could die at any moment . 
 
   In other words, every mercenary had at least one complicated circumstance or reason that prevented them from living a normal life . 
 
    
 
   “If I didn’t have a criminal record, I would probably have worked part-time at a convenience store . ”
 
    
 
   This was the case for those who were now on the military trucks to deal with monsters in Paju . 
 
    
 
   “I am pretty sure that you would not get the job with a face like yours . ”
 
    
 
   “What? What’s wrong with my face?”
 
    
 
   “Do I really have to tell you?”
 
    
 
   “Fucking asshole! What about your face?”
 
    
 
   “Better than yours!”
 
    
 
   Either one had a criminal record or was desperate for money; to the point of selling their own life or atleast head over heels in debt…
 
   For those who could not lead an ordinary life, there were few options other than to risk their lives against monsters as mercenaries . 
 
    
 
   “Anyway, Kim Woo-jin, this bastard, sleeps so well even in this kind of environment, while I’m here dying of motion sickness . ”
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin, a young man who had fallen asleep with his arms folded in one of the trucks, was also a hunting dog . 
 
    
 
   “When you look at him like this, he looks like a normal college student, but the moment he opens his eyes… there is no crazier dog than him . ”
 
    
 
   On the outside, Kim Woo-jin looked like a normal youth . 
 
   Just like a normal person, he lacked presence, for he was a young man without any distinct features . 
 
    
 
   “This is still better . ”
 
    
 
   “You are saying this is better?”
 
    
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin’s background was totally different from his appearance . 
 
    
 
   “Before the monsters showed up, he used to hunt guys that looked like gangsters . ”
 
    
 
   “Gangsters?”
 
    
 
   “Yeah, he used to mug gangsters, even hunting them for a bounty . ”
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin, he was a criminal hunter . 
 
    
 
   “So, he was an apostle of justice . ”
 
    
 
   “It’s not like that . ”
 
    
 
   Of course, hunting criminals was never for justice . 
 
    
 
   “He didn’t catch gangsters or criminals for justice . He did it because they were supposed to be okay to even kill . ”
 
    
 
   “What?”
 
    
 
   “Isn’t it? Have you seen a gangster reporting to the police that he had been robbed?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   No matter what was done against criminals, there aren’t much consequences afterward . 
 
    
 
   “Over 10 organizations were destroyed by his hands alone . ”
 
    
 
   That’s the reason Kim Woo-jin became a criminal hunter, and this was the reason why he became a monster hunter . 
 
    
 
   “Anyway, he is a fucking psycho . The fact that he initially worked as a mercenary already proves my point, but he is a psycho that is on an another level, compared to assholes like us . ”
 
    
 
   “Psycho?”
 
    
 
   The sleeping Kim Woo-jin’s lips opened . 
 
    
 
   “Hup!”
 
    
 
   As Kim Woo-jin was right in front of them, they were surprised, and choked on their own breath . 
 
    
 
   Soon, Kim Woo-jin opened his eyes and looked around . 
 
   Because of his action, the young man who was telling the story of Kim Woo-jin yelped, surprised . 
 
    
 
   “Woo, Woo-jin I was just…”
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin frowned at his figure . 
 
   He had an appearance that could be found anywhere . However, the moment he opened his eyes, the look in his eyes did not appear to be human . 
 
   It was more similar to a ferocious beast that had noticed a scent of lingering delicious blood . 
 
    
 
   “I, I was…”
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was observing the company with a dangerous frown, said in surprise, “Yang Jae-ho?”
 
    
 
   “Uh, yes?”
 
    
 
   “Are you Yang Jae-ho?
 
    
 
   “Uh, yes,” the young man, Yang Jae-ho, replied instinctively . 
 
    
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin approached Yang Jae-ho and closely observed him . 
 
   It was a most bizarre sight . 
 
    
 
   KkiIik!
 
    
 
   “Aaaah!”
 
    
 
   “Uh-huh-uh-uh!”
 
    
 
   “Holy crap!”
 
    
 
   Suddenly, all the people sitting on the truck were swept away . 
 
    
 Monsters! Monsters have appeared on the road! Everyone, get your weapons and come out! 
    
 
   Then, at the sound of the radio, everyone jumped out of the truck, rushing out with their weapons . 
 
   Each of them began to pray as they moved . 
 
    
 
   “God, for heaven’s sake! I pray that a member of the Messiah guild comes here . ”
 
   “Please have someone from the Messiah guild come near here…”
 
    
 
   At the sound of the prayer, Kim Woo-jin had a blank expression on his face . 
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin was honestly very confused . 
 
    
 
   ‘Didn’t I die already?’ he thought . 
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin touched his chest with a vacant expression . There, he found the location of the wound that was once pierced by that sword . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   However, the wound wasn’t there . 
 
    
 
   ‘Is this a dream?’
 
    
 
   It was as if everything was a dream . 
 
    
 
   ‘Or perhaps, did I have a dream? No, that can’t be . ’
 
    
 
   However, the resentment and hatred that filled the heart of Kim Woo-jin made it clear to him…
 
    
 
   ‘That wasn’t a dream . ’
 
    
 
   It definitely was not a dream . 
 
    
 Orc! An Orcish Squad Appeared! 
    
 
   When the sound of a radio was heard, Kim Woo-jin did not ponder on his doubts anymore . 
 
    
 
   ‘I will just have to confirm it,’ he decided . 
 
    
 
   Humans are weak . 
 
   A naked man cannot even beat a large dog . 
 
   However, humans with tools are different . 
 
   With just a bag of guns, it is easy to annihilate a group of simple monsters . 
 
    
 
   In fact, among the monsters who stood against humanity, there weren’t any monsters that threatened the human species as a whole . There wasn’t even a need to use nuclear weapons . 
 
   The main issue was collateral damage . 
 
   If even one of the countless cars running in the ten lanes in the downtown area of Seoul crashes into the sidewalk, it will cause immense chaos, massive carnage, and widespread panic . 
 
   Then what would happen if a monster that can be only taken down by a hail of gunfire appears in such a crowded area?
 
   Of course, there would be a tremendous number of casualties . However, the property damage dealt to the area would be beyond description . 
 
   Unquestionably, the most important priority when taking care of the monsters was to reduce the property damage . 
 
   That was the reason . 
 
    
 
   “Fuck, why does it have to be an orcish squad…”
 
    
 
   “What a pain . To kill one of these orc bastards, we have to use at least one of our magazines…”
 
    
 
   “Orcs are not the kind of monster that can be killed with a rifle in the first place . We need at least an RPG to kill bastards like them . ”
 
    
 
   The reason why the mercenaries were only provided with automatic rifles was…
 
    
 
   “There’s not much ammunition… we might have to fight them with an axe . ”
 
    
 
   Furthermore, the amount of ammunitions they were provided with was nowhere near enough . 
 
   Naturally, that was the case . If people hired to dispose of monsters by the outsourcing companies who weren’t even part of the military were to be given weapons like machine guns, tanks, and grenades, and used those weapons with a bad intention, the situation could deteriorate to something much worse . 
 
   Liabilities was also the reason why they weren’t provided with a lot of ammunition . 
 
    
 
   “So, only pull the trigger when you’re certain . Don’t waste any ammunition . ”
 
    
 
   “Okay . ”
 
    
 
   “Roger . ”
 
    
 
   “Good, now let’s take a deep breath and prepare for battle . ”
 
    
 
   Once again, the mercenaries began to breathe deeply . 
 
    
 
   Taang!
 
    
 
   However, the sound of gunfire was heard just as everyone began to take a deep breath . 
 
    
 
   “Hukk?”
 
    
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Who the fuck?”
 
    
 
   The sudden bangs of gunshots sent everyone in a frenzy . Then, someone shouted, “Kim Woo-jin! That crazy bastard Kim Woo-jin charged into the squad of orcs alone!”
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin!
 
   That name was all they needed to understand what happened . 
 
    
 
   ‘That bastard, of course he would be the one to fuck up and get us into trouble!’
 
    
 
   It was a situation that could not be understood through common sense . What Kim Woo-jin was doing was completely unreasonable and incomprehensible . 
 
    
 
   “Crazy fucker, if you want to die so badly die by yourself…”
 
    
 
   “Wha, What, is he doing?”
 
    
 
   “I, don’t know . ”
 
    
 
   Instead of firing from a long distance, he was pulling the trigger again and again as he drew closer to the orcs that were running toward him . 
 
    
 
   Taang!
 
    
 
   He was single-handedly putting a bullet in each orc’s head . 
 
    
 
   ‘That, That’s possible?’
 
    
 
   ‘One shot One kill? But this isn’t even a game?’
 
    
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin’s shots were undoubtedly far beyond the normal level of accuracy . 
 
   Everyone was staring, as if Kim Woo-jin was using some kind of sorcery . 
 
   It was as if Kim Woo-jin was using a weird magic to put all the orcs he confronted to sleep . 
 
    
 
   Taang!
 
    
 
   After the twelfth shot like that, there wasn’t a single orc left standing . 
 
    
 
   ‘Am I dreaming right now?’
 
    
 
   The mercenaries stood speechless in front of such a scene . 
 
   And Kim Woo-jin, who had finished his hunt, also stood still . 
 
    
 
   ‘What I saw wasn’t a dream . ’
 
    
 
   However, he wasn’t mindlessly standing . Kim Woo-jin was calmly analyzing his situation . 
 
    
 
   ‘If everything was a dream, I wouldn’t be able to do something like this,’ he realized . 
 
    
 
   At the very least, he understood that he wasn’t dreaming and that what he experienced was also not a dream . For, if what he experienced was inside of a dream, he would not have such accuracy . 
 
   Furthermore, the feeling of murder, the smell of the monsters’ ripped flesh and blood, and their miserable screams that Kim Woo-jin had heard a little while ago could not be considered a dream . 
 
   In other words, everything Kim Woo-jin had experienced was likely to be real . 
 
   To be perfectly certain, however, he definitely needed more evidence . 
 
    
 
   ‘For example, I need to experience the future reproduced in front of me, that level of evidence,’ he decided . ‘Anyway, that person Yang Jae-ho… I definitely met him while I was working for the Delta Company . I was associated with the Delta Company back in early February 2020 until March 7th, 2023, the day I woke as a player during the orc hunt . ’
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin heard the notifications of the system at that very moment . 
 
    
 
   [You Will Be Awakened as a Player]
 
    
 
   [The Undying Fighter Reaches Out to You]
 
    
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld Reaches Out to You]
 
    
 
   [The Silent Hunter Reaches Out to You]
 
    
 
   To Kim Woo-jin, the sound of the system was the most definitive evidence that he had been betrayed, murdered, and returned to the past . 
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   Most people would like to return to the past . 
 
   However, nobody ever prepares for that . 
 
   If they were told to make a plan for returning to the past, they would try to remember the winning numbers for the lottery . Nevertheless, normally, nobody would bother remembering lottery numbers that people already won just in case they returned to the past . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was the same . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin did not have a contingency plan ready for returning to the past . 
 
    
 
   ‘I returned to the past . ’
 
    
 
   After the monster hunt, such thoughts constantly occupied Kim Woo-jin’s mind . 
 
    
 
   ‘…Without achieving anything . ’
 
    
 
   He did everything possible to try to end the world, which had turned into a game . However, he returned to the past without accomplishing that single dream . 
 
    
 
   ‘Shit…’
 
    
 
   Therefore, in his heart, Kim Woo-jin did not feel the joy of being given a new chance . Instead, he felt frustration at his failure . Rather than being excited, he felt bitter and rotten inside . 
 
    
 
   ‘Lee Se-joon…’
 
    
 
   First of all, there was no way to describe the feeling of being betrayed by the first person he trusted, someone he viewed as a hero . 
 
    
 
   ‘He is the worst possible enemy . ’
 
    
 
   And after facing the fact that the world’s hero became his enemy, Kim Woo-jin inevitably became silent . That was what Lee Se-joon represented . He was always the world’s strongest . 
 
    
 
   ‘When I awakened in 2023, Lee Se-joon’s level was over 150, and he should be clearing dungeons with five floors by now . ’
 
    
 
   On January 1st, 2020, Lee Se-joon was one of the first seven to become a player, and one of the five players who were chosen by the sacred light . He was also a man who always held title of the highest level player . 
 
    
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Messiah Guild is probably firmly established as well . ’
 
    
 
   Lee Se-joon was not alone . The Messiah Guild was backed by numerous powerful and influential individuals . In particular, the Hansung Group, which was number one in Korea . The Messiah Guild was already one of the top five guilds in Korea . 
 
    
 
   When excluding the Messiah Guild, two of the top five guilds were supported by the U . S government . One of them was funded by the European Union and the last one was backed by the Chinese government . So, the fact that the Messiah Guild, which was only backed by a powerful conglomerate, made it into the top five world rankings, was extremely exceptional . 
 
    
 
   But all those things were inconsequential compared to the title that Lee Se-joon was known for . 
 
    
 
   The Messiah . 
 
    
 
   The fact that Lee Se-joon was not just a figurehead could be seen by turning on a smartphone and looking at a news portal . No matter which major news site you visited, articles about Lee Se-joon and the Messiah Guild were always in the spotlight . Also, there was at least one story about Lee Se-joon and his Messiah Guild running on the news everyday . 
 
   It wasn’t just simple cheering and support . 
 
   If a story or article did not come out, his fanatic followers claimed such an act was a conspiracy against the hero by the rich and powerful . 
 
    
 
   It was obvious at a glance when looking at the comments concerning the news about the Messiah Guild . 
 
    
 Why is this article not on the main page? They are trying to manipulate the news and destroy the Messiah Guild! Everyone, let’s bump this article to the main page! 
    
 
   The social networks had the same problems as well, except it was even crazier . 
 
   That was why, even when the majority were unhappy with Lee Se-joon and the Messiah Guild, they could not be openly hostile . 
 
   If you bare your fangs at him, it was the same as making the world your enemy . Now, Kim Woo-jin had to fight against such an idol . 
 
    
 
   ‘If I were to hunt him alone, it will take a lot of work in the future . ’
 
    
 
   He had to do it alone though . Kim Woo-jin did not even consider working with others . After such a tragic betrayal, how could he trust someone with his back when he was facing a hero known as the Messiah?
 
   It was unrealistically comical . He wasn’t sure of anything else, but Kim Woo-jin was certain of this, in this life, he would not join hands with others . 
 
   He was planning to end this game by himself . 
 
    
 
   [The Undying Fighter Reaches Out to You]
 
    
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld Reaches Out to You]
 
    
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   [The Silent Hunter Reaches Out to You]
 
    
 
   That was why the choices he had been given were of the utmost importance to Kim Woo-jin right now . 
 
    
 
   ‘Which halo should I choose?’
 
    
 
   Halo . To put it simply, they were the same as jobs or classes one would select in a game . 
 
   When a player awoke, one had to pledge to or follow a transcendent being with various attributes and powers to obtain a halo, which dictated the direction of the player’s growth . 
 
   The fact of the matter was, not everyone received several options to choose from . Actually, most of the players didn’t get to choose their halo at all . 
 
    
 
   Only one out of a thousand players would receive the right to choose from two halos, and those people who were granted three halos to choose from were a thousand times more rare than those with two choices . 
 
   In other words, only about one person in a million players would be able to select from three halos . 
 
    
 
   ‘Before I returned to the past, I was an Undying Fighter . ’
 
    
 
   The halo that Kim Woo-jin chose before returning to the past was the ‘Undying Fighter . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s halo, which literally meant ‘Immortal Warrior’, was a threat even to Lee Se-joon, who stood at the very top . 
 
    
 
   ‘Without the support of the Messiah Guild, it would be nigh impossible to become that powerful again . ’
 
    
 
   It was all possible due to the support of the Messiah Guild . No, it was only possible because of the Messiah Guild . Excluding their support, the Messiah Guild was the only group that attempted unfathomably difficult challenges without any hesitation, while everybody else was busy trying to keep their lives intact . 
 
   ‘This isn’t enough to kill him . ’
 
    
 
   This was why he was not going to select the ‘Undying Fighter’ as his halo this time . 
 
   It already failed in his past life and going with the same method again was not going to work on him . 
 
    
 
   Now he was left with two choices: ‘Silent Hunter’ and ‘Emissary of the Underworld . ’
 
    
 
   ‘Should I pick the ‘Silent Hunter’?’
 
    
 
   ‘Silent Hunter’ was a ranged damage dealer and an assassin . Without classes with outstanding mobility, powerful ranged attacks, and mysterious secret techniques, it was hopeless to explore a difficult dungeon . Exploring a dungeon without them was the same as a person with a bad eyesight trying to walk without their glasses . 
 
    
 
   ‘Although Silent Hunter can be a game maker, it can’t be a game changer…’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   Unfortunately, that was the limit of this class . The proof was Kim Woo-jin’s record itself . 
 
    
 
   ‘Among those who had a halo of the Silent Hunter, no one was stronger than me . ’
 
    
 
   Among the players who had a halo of the Silent Hunter, there wasn’t a single case where they were able to live after being turned into Kim Woo-jin’s prey . 
 
    
 
   ‘Furthermore, stuff like assassination is not going to work on Lee Se-joon’
 
    
 
   First of all, due to the fact that Lee Se-joon had the most enemies in the world, he had to face countless assassination attempts, and probably the most out of everyone on Earth . 
 
    
 
   Nevertheless, no assassination attempt had ever succeeded . 
 
    
 
   ‘I can’t choose the Silent Hunter either . Then, the only option I have left is the Emissary of the Underworld . On the other hand, the Emissary of the Underworld is…’
 
    
 
   The Emissary of the Underworld . It was the one of the varieties of black wizards that had abilities for many different roles, such as a damage dealer, a tanker, and a debuffer . It was one of the halos of the sacred lights . Moreover, he had more knowledge and information about halos than anyone else in the present . 
 
    
 
   ‘The King of the Underworld also held the halo of Emissary of the Underworld . ’
 
    
 
   The last enemy of the Messiah guild, a player who made even Lee Se-joon uneasy . One who had signed the non-aggression treaties, the King of the Undead, King Johann Georg . He was an individual who had the Emissary of the Underworld as his halo . 
 
   That was why there wasn’t much information regarding this halo . 
 
    
 
   ‘If Lee Se-joon was a hero, then that guy was a monstrosity . ’
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew how scary the player known as the King of the Undead, King Johann Georg could be, since the one who killed him was none other than Kim Woo-jin himself . 
 
    
 
   In order to kill him, Kim Woo-jin investigated and researched him more than anyone else, he was an expert on the details concerning the Emissary of the Underworld . 
 
    
 
   All things considered, there wasn’t a halo more suitable for him than the Emissary of the Underworld . 
 
   In a way, he didn’t even have to think about which halo to choose . 
 
    
 
   ‘The problem, however, was the notoriety this halo held…’
 
    
 
   If the Emissary of the Underworld did not hold such strong notoriety among its users, Kim Woo-jin would not have such a hard time deciding . In other words, the enormous notoriety given to a player, for the class with the highest potential and strength, was too much to bear . From the start, this halo gave the user the rare powers held by the Emissary of the Underworld, which differed from all the other halos . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   When the other halos granted their powers to a player, they conducted a test based on systematic examination and criteria . However, the Emissary of the Underworld conducted the test based on a battle evaluation . This meant that in order to reach the apex of what this halo had to offer, one had to first devour the likes of the King of the Undead . And that meant he had to defeat the monster-like players such as the King of the Undead, Johann Georg to unlock potential of his halo . 
 
    
 
   As a result, most of the players who chose the Emissary of the Underworld as their halos grew very slowly .  That was mainly due to the presence of King Johann Georg . 
 
   This was why when Lee Se-joon and the other players with the sacred light made their names, only two names from the Underworld were known . 
 
    
 
   The King of Deadly Poison and the King of the Undead . 
 
    
 
   ‘These two players were monsters . ’
 
    
 
   Recalling those two, Kim Woo-jin clicked his tongue briefly . Those two were monsters; such an expression was enough to describe them . Facing the facts, Kim Woo-jin no longer worried . 
 
    
 
   ‘I just have to devour those monsters and become a monster myself . ’
 
    
 
   [You have Chosen the Emissary of the Underworld]
 
    
 
   [Player Abilities have Developed]
 
    
 
   [You are able to Use the Inventory]
 
    
 
   [You are able to Enter Dungeons]
 
    
 
   [You are Given the Right to Use the Catalogue]
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin chose a new path . 
 
    
 
   ‘Next, I have to choose a guild…’
 
    
 
   He now had to address a new concern . 
 
    
 
   ‘At this point, the best guild for me to use and leech from is the one and only number two guild in Korea, the Phoenix Guild . ’
 
    
 
   It was a very brief consideration . 
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   When it was discovered that only players could destroy the dungeon, each government began amassing players . At first, the governmental and military forces were deployed . However, it didn’t take long before they realized that it was not the government, but rather the players who held the knife . 
 
   Just like that, guilds consisting of players were born . 
 
   In other words, it was a way for the players to protect their profits . To them, guilds were like a mint that printed money . There was only one exception to such a rational practice and guidelines . 
 
   The Messiah Guild . They did not seek after profits but instead pursued noble values . The existence of the Messiah Guild made the other guilds look like a heap of rubbish, a rabble of luckily awoken players who were blinded by their own interests . Among those guilds the Phoenix Guild had the worst reputation . However, their standing was second only to the Messiah Guild in Korea . 
 
    
 
   ‘The atmosphere here is always the same . ’
 
    
 
   First of all, the office of the Phoenix Guild’s had a very unusual atmosphere . In front of the twenty-five story building in Samseong-dong, an office of the Phoenix Guild, five people stood with their signs and shouted . 
 
    
 
   “Phoenix Guild, Get a Hold of Yourself!”
 
    
 
   “Wake up, Wake up!”
 
    
 
   “Phoenix Guild, Compensate for the Monster Rampage!”
 
    
 
   ‘Looking at the situation, the monsters escaped from the dungeon after it was destroyed by the Phoenix Guild and caused some serious damage . Right now was when tensions the guilds and the public were at its height . ’
 
    
 
   Year 2023 . It was a time when the number of monster dungeon victim cases were at an extreme . In Seoul, excluding the areas surrounding to the Han River and the Gangnam district, where politicians, wealthy people, big business executives, and players resided, there was virtually no safe place for people to reside in . 
 
    
 
   ‘After two years, there will be no such protections . ’
 
    
 
   These protests would be hard to see in two years . 
 
    
 
   ‘…Since it’ll be a time when you would be lucky to even survive . ’
 
    
 
   Two years later, people would have to thank the guilds for letting them off with their limbs attached if they so much as mentioned compensations . 
 
    
 
   ‘It’s not a situation that can be solved by a mere Phoenix Guild . ’
 
    
 
   In fact, in a sense, the damage caused by the Phoenix Guild was hardly their fault . On the contrary, the Phoenix Guild had the best dungeon clear record amongst the guilds active in Korea, that is, excluding the Messiah Guild . Calling the blunders they caused a mistake was debatable when you compare it to the mistakes caused by guilds that were mediocre and uncoordinated . However, the target of such protests had always been the Phoenix Guild . It was rare to see protests like these in front of any other guild headquarters . 
 
    
 
   The reason was simple . 
 
    
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘It was always tough being the number two . ’
 
    
 
   It was due to the fact that they are the number two guild in Korea . If people were going to denounce and condemn someone,  it was going to be one of the top ten guilds; protesting a guild only in the top 50 ranks wasn’t going to lead to anything significant . 
 
    
 
   ‘Well, the Phoenix Guild members are sons of bitches in this aspect . ’
 
    
 
   Of course, this did not mean that the Phoenix Guild was an innocent scapegoat . Considering the mistakes upon mistakes that the Phoenix Guild already committed and the mistakes they would commit in the future, it wouldn’t be weird to see protesters throwing explosives into the Phoenix Guild Headquarters . 
 
    
 
   ‘If it weren’t for the selfish practices of the guilds like the Phoenix Guild, there wouldn’t have been a reason for groups like the Messiah Guild to be born . ’
 
    
 
   From the beginning, it wasn’t due to skills and capability that the Phoenix Guild became the second ranked guild in Korea . In Korea, there was a saying, “You’re not a man of power and means if you are not qualified enough to be bribed by the Phoenix Guild . ” Just from this saying alone, one could imagine how interwoven the connections between the Phoenix Guild and the real estate industry was . Also, most Korean players were on the side of the Phoenix Guild . On the contrary, the Messiah Guild had very few supporters amongst the players . 
 
    
 
   ‘Without the support from the Hangsung Group, the Messiah Guild would have disappeared a long time ago . ’
 
    
 
   If it had not been for the protection of the Hansung Group, the Messiah Guild would have already been trampled upon by the Phoenix guild . 
 
    
 
   ‘No, it may have been the other way around . ’
 
    
 
   At this revelation, Kim Woo-jin realized something . 
 
    
 
   ‘Rather, it was the Hansung Group who took advantage of the Phoenix Guild . ’
 
    
 
   Even they had been mere tools, chess pieces in a plan arranged by the Hansung Group and the Messiah Guild . 
 
    
 
   ‘By using the Phoenix Guild, they further increased the prestige of the Messiah Guild . ’
 
    
 
   Using the evil mirror known as the Phoenix Guild, they made the image of the Messiah Guild shine even brighter . In any case, the Korean government and large corporations’ support for the Phoenix Guild was far greater compared to the other guilds, and such support continued to nurture the players who were members of the Phoenix Guild . That was the why Kim Woo-jin wanted to leech off the Phoenix Guild . 
 
    
 
   ‘The Phoenix Guild is awful but so is the Messiah Guild . Even if I kill off either of them, there wouldn’t be any issues . ’
 
    
 
   On the other hand, this realization left him laughing . It was a laughter brimming with mockery .  There wasn’t anyone to feel guilty over no matter who he killed . 
 
    
 
   ‘Fuck…’
 
    
 
   What a fucked up world this was . 
 
    
 
   Overflowing with wacky emotions, Kim Woo-jin entered the Phoenix Guild Headquarters . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   Year 2020 . The number of dungeons constantly increased ever since the game started in the beginning of that year . At the same time, the number of floors in the dungeons also increased . In the year 2020, the highest floor of dungeons that appeared was the fourth floor, but the highest floor of dungeons that appeared in the year 2023 was the sixth floor . 
 
    
 
   Let alone reducing the damage caused by the dungeons and monsters, it was getting worse and worse, day by day . The game had truly begun when the value of everything in the world could be calculated for the players . 
 
    
 
   “Here are the conditions of the Phoenix Guild . ”
 
    
 
   Evidence of that was in the hands of Kim Woo-jin at this very moment . A contract . The offer that was proposed below his name was out of the ordinary . It was something that far surpassed the expectations of a normal human being . 
 
    
 
   First of all, the salary was on another level . 
 
    
 
   ‘For signing a two year contract, the signing bonus is six hundred million won . ’
 
    
 
   The standard two year contract came with a signing bonus of six hundred million won, the standard for a three year was a billion won . Moreover, this was only the signing bonus . 
 
    
 
   ‘Clearing a one floor dungeon will have additions rewards of thirty million won each time . ’
 
    
 
   When the first floor of a dungeon was cleared, the player would be rewarded depending on the results of one’s clear, and in a situation where the second floor of a dungeon was cleared, a clear reward would be given once again, this time in hundreds of millions of won . 
 
    
 
   ‘All the items acquired in the dungeon will be given to the individual that found the item . However, to sell the item, one must sell the item through the guild . ’
 
    
 
   The ownership of items acquired in the dungeon was obvious, it was all given to the players themselves . Although players could only sell the items through the guild, guilds like the Phoenix Guild would always give the players more when they could . They would never cut down the price of their items . In many ways, it was an extraordinary condition . 
 
    
 
   ‘They are pretty much meaningless . ’
 
    
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin was not even slightly interested in such conditions . 
 
    
 
   It was not like money was useless . No . Rather, Kim Woo-jin needed more money now than ever before . 
 
    
 
   ‘With these paltry amounts, I wouldn’t be able to buy a single item that I want . ’
 
    
 
   The problem was that Kim Woo-jin needed an astronomical amount of money . It would not have been enough even if he went back in time as the eldest son of a chaebol family . 
 
    
 
   “It is shocking . ”
 
    
 
   Things within Kim Woo-jin’s expectations definitely did not exist within this contract . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   “As expected of the Phoenix Guild . These conditions are incomparable to the conditions offered by the Messiah Guild . ”
 
    
 
   “Certainly . These conditions cannot even be compared to that of the Messiah Guild . So, would you like to sign a contract with the Phoenix Guild?”
 
    
 
   “I have no reason to reject such an offer . By the way, how would I prove to you that I am a player? Even if I were to activate my status window here, others wouldn’t be able to see it . ”
 
    
 
   When asked by Kim Woo-jin, the team leader of the Phoenix Guild’s recruiting team, who stood right in front of him, pulled out a luxurious leather envelope and handed it to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
    
 
   “It contains the exclusive skill pages for the Emissary of the Underworld . ”
 
    
 
   Skill page . It was literally a piece of paper that could be used to learn a skill . Players could obtain skills by ripping a skill page . However, nothing would happen for normal people if they were to rip a skill page . 
 
   Meaning, one could identify whether someone was a player or not, just by letting them rip a skill page . 
 
   There were, of course, many other ways to prove if someone was a player . It would have been enough just by using the inventory right away, since players could take items out of the dungeon and were able to keep stuff like monster ingredients in their inventory . 
 
    
 
   ‘The showmanship is incredible . ’
 
    
 
   The only reason why the Phoenix Guild used this kind of method to determine if someone was a player was to demonstrate the guild’s prowess . ‘We are this much different from the other guilds,’ that kind of display . 
 
    
 
   ‘I appreciate it nonetheless . ’
 
    
 
   To Kim Woo-jin, he was grateful for this situation . 
 
    
 
   “Pick one and rip it please . ”
 
    
 
   A grateful Kim Woo-jin did not refuse . Smiling, Kim Woo-jin checked the 5th skill page . 
 
    
 
   ‘What is this?’
 
    
 
   The smile on Kim Woo-jin’s mouth disappeared as he became very serious . 
 
    
 
   [Blood Poisoning]
 
    
 Acquisition Requirement: Emissary of the Underworld Acquisition Level: Above Lv 1 Skill Effect: Turn one’s blood into poison . The potency of poison will grow dependent on the user’s level and the grade of the skill . 
    
 
   Blood Poisoning . Thoughts of that bastard was what made Kim Woo-jin turn serious . It was a skill that did not look that strong in terms of its overall effectiveness . It was because people were not animals with a lot of blood . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   An adult that weighed about 70 kg would have around 5L of blood, and when blood output exceeded about 2L the person would die . Also, blood having a poison effect could cause a variety of problems to the people around him . What if blood spattered during a battle?
 
   Or when when someone had to treat his wound? The more potent the poison was, the greater the risk became . Therefore, not many people were interested in Blood Poisoning . There were only a few players with a halo from the Emissary of the Underworld to begin with, and there were countless better skills one could learn as an Emissary of the Underworld . 
 
    
 
   Everybody thought so, that is, until he appeared . 
 
    
 
   ‘To think I would learn the signature skill of the King of Deadly Poisons like this . ’
 
    
 
   The King of Deadly Poisons . Although he awakened very late, he was an influential player who instantly became a ranker with the might of his poison alone! This skill, Blood Poisoning, was the key to what made him who he was . 
 
   ‘With the use of Bloodsucking skill, he removed the limitation of his blood volume, he then created blood golems with all the blood he acquired through the Bloodsucking skill… It was truly a nightmare . ’
 
    
 
   Blood Poisoning, Bloodsucking, and Blood Golem . The strength of this triple combination threatened even Lee Se-joon . Even he had to step backwards . Lee Se-joon couldn’t do anything but retreat when confronted by the King of Deadly Poisons, guarded by his blood golems . 
 
   That skill now fell into Kim Woo-jin’s hands . 
 
    
 
   “I will use this skill page . ”
 
    
 
   And in that instant, Kim Woo-jin ripped up the page . 
 
    
 
   Jjiig!
 
    
 
   Like that, the skill page of Blood Poisoning that was ripped by Kim Woo-jin’s hands turned into darkness and was absorbed by Kim Woo-jin’s body . 
 
    
 
   [You have Learned Blood Poisoning . ]
 
    
 
   This was the evidence that Kim Woo-jin was indeed a player belonging to the Emissary of the Underworld . After confirming the evidence, the team leader of the Phoenix Guild’s recruiting team held out his hand and spoke . 
 
    
 
   “Thank you for joining the Phoenix Guild,” he said . 
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin shook his hand . Then, the team leader of the Phoenix Guild’s recruiting team asked a question . 
 
    
 
   “By any chance, is there anything you need?”
 
    
 
   At such a question, Kim Woo-jin answered immediately, as if he had been waiting for it . 
 
    
 
   “To what extent can I borrow from the company?”
 
    
 
   $1 ≈ 1,135 . 92 South Korean won
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   “Why is Woo-jin oppa’s nickname ‘hunting dog’?”
 
    
 
   At the question, everyone but Kim Woo-jin looked towards a woman in her early 20s with snow-white hair . Kim Woo-jin himself was smiling with a smirk . 
 
    
 
   “Isn’t it odd? Someone like Woo-jin Oppa’s strength is comparable to members of the first seven, such as the King of Deadly Poisons and the King of Undead, but why on earth is there a “dog” in his nickname? Shouldn’t he be called a hunting king or something?”
 
    
 
   Nearby, a man answered that question, he decided to answer for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
    
 
   “You are mistaken, he wasn’t given the nickname of ‘hunting dog’ because of his hound-like hunting style . ”
 
    
 
   “Huh?”
 
    
 
   “It’s because he resembles a dog . ”
 
    
 
   He was like a dog . Everyone, excluding the one who had asked the question nodded a little after remembering the things Kim Woo-jin had done . On the other hand, the woman who asked the question remained confused, and decided to raise another question . 
 
    
 
   “Like a dog? What do you mean?”
 
    
 
   “It’s just like I said . Maybe you would understand if you became Kim Woo-jin’s prey . This is bastard is just like a fucking dog… . ”
 
    
 
   “Our hunt is starting . ”
 
    
 
   That was the end of the conversation . 
 
    
 
   “Get ready for the hunt . ”
 
    
 
   After that order, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes changed . That was the end of his recollection . 
 
    
 
   ‘That was a dream . ’
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin opened his eyes after the recollection . 
 
    
 
   Taang! Taang! Taang!
 
    
 
   At the same time, an old alarm clock on top of Kim Woo-jin’s mattress began to ring boisterously . 
 
    
 
   ‘It feels like deja-vu . ’
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin turned off the alarm and got up from bed . Afterwards, he quickly got ready for work . 
 
    
 
   ‘Today’s first hunt won’t be a problem . ’
 
    
 
   It was his second time clearing a dungeon for the first time . 
 
    
 
   Dungeon gate . It was literally a door that connected the dungeon to the real world . If the Dungeon Gate was left unattended, the monsters inside could come out . Therefore, the Dungeon Gate needed to be monitored as soon as possible after its discovery . Once the Dungeon Gate was discovered, mercenaries or soldiers who had a contract with the government regulated the area surrounding the dungeon gate . 
 
    
 
   “Currently, this area is restricted . ”
 
    
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Of course, entry was restricted for normal civilians . For safety reasons, only authorized personnel were allowed into the urban park in Gwanmun-dong, Gwacheon Province . 
 
    
 
   “Come on, I just want to take back my parked car!”
 
    
 
   “That action is prohibited by regulations . ”
 
    
 
   “But it’s not like monsters will come out the moment I walk in?”
 
    
 
   “It is still not allowed . ”
 
    
 
   The regulations in place were extremely strict and thorough . 
 
    
 
   “You, which group are you from? Do you know who I am?”
 
    
 
   “If you do not abide by the regulations, you will be arrested or detained . ”
 
    
 
   The regulations weren’t something that could be altered or bypassed with a such poorly executed threat . However, there were occasions when such regulations were overlooked . A red Ferrari, which just entered the gate leading to the park’s parking lot, was an example of such a case . Without even the need to get out of the car or verifying the identity, the Ferrari entered the restricted area, as if it were entering a department store parking lot . 
 
    
 
   “I wonder if that’s a player?”
 
    
 
   “It probably is . Who else but players would come to places like this, driving cars like that?”
 
    
 
   Players were the only ones who could freely ride in expensive foreign cars like that while economic growth was consistently negative, inflation soaring, and unemployment high . It was just as expected . Already, there were three expensive cars parked in the parking lot that appeared to be worth a billion won . 
 
    
 
   Soon, a young man came out from the parked Ferrari . He was a burly man packed with muscles, it was apparent that he exercised quite frequently . 
 
    
 
   “Hey Joo-seop!”
 
    
 
   Three men and women waved his way . 
 
    
 
   “Everyone arrived early?”
 
    
 
   Everyone there was a player belonging to the Phoenix Guild . They had gathered to clear the dungeon that spawned in the Gwangmu Urban Park . 
 
    
 
   “To think of it, isn’t it our party’s first hunt?”
 
    
 
   “That’s right, we have to come early, since it’s our first hunt . ”
 
    
 
   In addition, for the four of them, today’s dungeon run was their first time hunting as a group . There was nothing unusual about it . The dungeon they would enter today would allow a maximum of five players under Lv10 to enter at the same time . It was also was rated as a mere E-class dungeon . 
 
    
 
   “It might be the first dungeon run for you guys, but it’s already my fourth time clearing a dungeon . ”
 
    
 
   What’s more, it was the man called Bang Joo-seop who led them . He, who had already cleared three dungeon with other, could be described as a veteran with a significant amount of experience . 
 
    
 
   “I even leveled up twice already . ”
 
    
 
   He was already Lv3 . 
 
    
 
   “I believe in Joo-seop hyung . ”
 
    
 
   “I will believe only you, Joo-seop oppa~”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   “Yo Joo-seop, take good care of me . ”
 
    
 
   For the three who gathered under the leadership of Bang Joo-seop, there was no fear of their first dungeon clear . 
 
    
 
   “Anyway, isn’t this a new model of Ferrari? Isn’t it really expensive?”
 
    
 
   After he calculated his income, he realized he could afford it too . He just had to wait for the regular rewards that he was going to receive . 
 
    
 
   “Well, the dungeon clear pays out almost 10 million won even after sharing . Also, if a rare item were to drop…”
 
    
 
   Moreover, they thought their expectations were not unreasonable and instead inevitable, for they were the chosen ones . 
 
    
 
   “Anyway, isn’t there supposed to be one more person with us?”
 
    
 
   “Yes . Based on the stories I heard, he is a player who awakened just yesterday . ”
 
    
 
   “Yesterday? How odd . I was only allowed to participate in a dungeon hunt after I joined the guild for a month . ”
 
    
 
   “Apparently, he used to be a mercenary . ”
 
    
 
   “Ah, he was a mercenary . Wait, what?”
 
    
 
   Cold water poured down over his expectations . 
 
    
 
   “What’s that over there?”
 
    
 
   “What is that thing?”
 
    
 
   A car approached the parking lot where they were standing . Of course, it wasn’t weird for a car to come in the parking lot . 
 
    
 
   ‘A light car?’ (*TL Note: think about those small compact square cars . )
 
    
 
   The problem was that it was a small car; it was not a new one, but a very old model that was discontinued 10 years ago . The small, compact car that appeared, parked in the space between the Ferrari and Bentley . At long last, a young man came out of the car . He was the 5th member of the Gwangmu Urban Park dungeon team . 
 
    
 
   As you may have expected, Kim Woo-jin’s first impression of those four people was not good at all, especially that Bang Joo-seop . They were obviously not going to along . 
 
    
 
   ‘What the fuck does that bastard think he is doing?’
 
    
 
   ‘He calls that piece of trash a car and drove it here?’
 
    
 
   Wasn’t the Republic of Korea a place where people are judged by quality of their cars? Isn’t that why people were more inclined to ride more expensive cars to show off their status?
 
    
 
   Furthermore, all the players thought they were chosen beings . Like medieval aristocrats, they judged that their fundamental existence was different from ordinary people . At the end of the day, the extravagant showcase of the four players, including Bang Joo-seop, was the evidence of this . Of course, this did not mean that all the players cruised around in expensive cars . However, no player anywhere in South Korea had ever driven a small, compact car that was discontinued for over 10 years . It did not even exist in the Messiah Guild, whose sole goal was to save the world . 
 
    
 
   At that time, Bang Joo-seop and his party each made a similar hypothesis in their heads . 
 
    
 
   ‘He must have had a lot of debt if he has to ride a car like that when the Phoenix Guild’s down payment alone is so enormous . ’
 
    
 
   They made a hypothesis that Kim Woo-jin was not a guy who was frugal but one who was too poor . 
 
    
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘They said he started as a mercenary?’
 
    
 
   ‘Who would become a mercenary if they weren’t desperate for money?’
 
    
 
   Furthermore, the fact that Kim Woo-jin used to be a mercenary provided strong grounds for their hypothesis . Finally, Bang Joo-seop and the rest of the team came to a conclusion . 
 
    
 
   ‘Is he a beggar?’
 
    
 
   ‘He is probably broke, huh?’
 
    
 
   ‘With a car like that, he probably only has supplies for items . ’
 
    
 
   It was not necessary to develop a close relationship with the man named Kim Woo-jin, who appeared before them . Kim Woo-jin, who got out of the car as if everything was normal, immediately introduced himself to Bang Joo-seop and his party with a smile . 
 
    
 
   “I am called Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
    
 
   While introducing himself, he held out his hand to Bang Joo-seop . Bang Joo-seop took Kim Woo-jin’s hand, gave a look of contempt, and introduced himself . 
 
    
 
   “I am Bang Joo-seop . ”
 
    
 
   The voice of Bang Joo-seop, who spoke out, showed signs of disapproval of the other party . Bang Joo-seop was not the only one . Bang Joo-seop’s colleagues were the same . Nevertheless, Kim Woo-jin smiled at them, shook their hands, smiled, and even greeted them eye to eye . 
 
    
 
   “I’m Lee Hyun-jung . ”
 
    
 
   “I’m Park Sung-moon . ”
 
    
 
   “I’m Kang Hyun-in . ”
 
    
 
   Then he listened to their voices, paid attention to their names, and pondered, ‘I don’t recognize any of their names, I don’t remember their faces either . ’
 
    
 
   He was checking if there was anyone important he clearly remembered or anyone who used to be his prey . 
 
    
 
   ‘I guess there isn’t anyone I have to kill for now . ’
 
    
 
   Among the four of them, there wasn’t anyone who could obstruct Kim Woo-jin . After thinking for a while, Kim Woo-jin stopped caring about them . This was the moment when the lives of those four were spared . 
 
    
 
   ‘He acts strangely, as if we are close friends . ’
 
    
 
   ‘He is not going to ask to borrow money, is he?
 
    
 
   ‘I should avoid him . ’
 
    
 
   Naturally, they would never know the truth . They didn’t even have the chance to know . 
 
    
 
   “Ah, everyone is here . I am Koo Sung-hoon, a member of the support team . I’ll start the dungeon briefing . ”
 
    
 
   Afterwards, the dungeon run started right away . 
 
    
 
   [Goblin’s Nest]
 Dungeon Depth: 1 Floor Dungeon Difficulty: E-Rank Maximum Entry Capacity: 5 People Entry Condition: Below Lv10 Clear Condition: Eliminate all the goblins within the dungeon . 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin carefully checked the dungeon information through a holographic window that only players could see . However, Bang Ju-seop and his colleagues were different . 
 
    
 
   “Finally, a dungeon run . ”
 
    
 
   “Everything will be fine, right? There won’t be any issues, right?”
 
    
 
   “There shouldn’t be any problems . We just have to deal with it like we trained . ”
 
    
 
   Their nervousness was clearly evident on their faces, which had been full of expectations for the dungeon not too long ago . 
 
    
 
   “Don’t worry;  this time I spent a lot of money and bought a rare long sword . It cost me 50 million won . I’m sure that monsters like goblins will be sliced like a slab of meat – just trust me . ”
 
    
 
   ‘Although I had to buy it on credit since I didn’t have much money left after buying the car…’
 
    
 
   Bang Ju-seop, who was boasting about his new items, was also quite nervous . It was a reasonable response . 
 
    
 
   “If there is a problem, please let me know at anytime! Don’t force yourself inside the dungeon!”
 
    
 
   Only players could go inside the dungeon . Meaning, inside the dungeon, players had to solve their own problems . They had to get rid of all the monsters inside the dungeon by themselves . Furthermore, there were several restrictions upon entering the dungeon . 
 
    
 
   “Everyone check your inventory again!”
 
    
 
   The biggest constraint was the inventory . The only items one could bring into the dungeon were the items obtained from dungeons or items created using materials found in dungeons . Furthermore, one could only bring items that could go in the item inventory . 
 
    
 
   The most basic item bag could contain up to 20 types of items that weighed up to a total of 20 kilograms . To be precise, players received a 20-slot inventory as soon as their inventory was opened and could put up to one kilogram of items in a single square . If the weight exceeded the limit of one kilogram, it would take up more slots in the inventory . A 3 . 4-kilogram sword would take up four-slots worth of inventory . 
 
    
 
   Furthermore, equipped items also took up inventory slots . Wearing basic items such as a helmet, armor, gloves, shoes, weapons, and shields consumed a minimum of seven slots of inventory . 
 
    
 
   “In particular, please check the supplies . ”
 
    
 
   Of course, there was a limit to the amount of supplies they could carry . That was the reason why players had to manage the item inventory very carefully . Kim Woo-jin also checked his inventory once again . Slowly, he checked his items, beginning from the supplies . Before long, Kim Woo-jin had checked his last item . 
 
    
 
   [Goblin Champion’s Whip]
 Item Grade: Unique Physical Attack: 19 Must be above Lv1 to use Item Description: It was a whip used by the goblin champion to control the goblins . It will apply fear effects to the goblins . When Equipped Constitution +5 When Attacking Basic Damage Increases by 10% When Attacking Goblins Damage Increases by 30% 
    
 
   A whip . That was the weapon that Kim Woo-jin had chosen for this dungeon . In addition, the weapon had been purchased by Kim Woo-jin by spending half the money he received from Phoenix Guild . It was a weapon as expensive as the Ferrari that Bang Joo-seop bragged about . However, Kim Woo-jin did not care much about the fact that he spent so much money on just one weapon . Rather, it was something else that made Kim Woo-jin feel unpleasant at that moment . 
 
    
 
   ‘I could have bought a better item if I borrowed about one billion won . ’
 
    
 
   It was the fact that he was not satisfied with his loan from the Phoenix guild . 
 
    
 
   ‘I guess I’ll just have to keep earning money like a dog for a while . ’
 
    
 
   It meant that he had to keep spending money while earning . However, such aggravating feelings did not last long . 
 
    
 
   “Then, we will begin the dungeon entry!”
 
    
 
   To a hunting dog, such feelings were unnecessary . 
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   A shining light, too bright for the eyes to look at, dimmed down, and a verdant forest revealed itself in front of Kim Woo-Jin’s eyes . 
 
    
 
   “Woah . ”
 
    
 
   After a few seconds, a clamor poured out from behind . 
 
    
 
   “Oh my god!”
 
    
 
   Exclamations came from Bang Joo-seop and his companions, who were all awestruck . 
 
    
 
   “Impressive . Doesn’t it feel like we are really in another world?”
 
    
 
   “I feel like I am playing a virtual-reality game . ”
 
    
 
   “Virtual-reality games can’t even compare to this, this is indistinguishable from reality . ”
 
    
 
   After such exclamations, they all began to talk . 
 
    
 
   “This is a cruel place where the rules are vastly different from the reality we are used to . If someone were to die here, it’s a world where we can’t even retrieve their dead body . ”
 
    
 
   Bang Joo-seop, who was talking, drew his sword from the sheath that was hanging on his waist . 
 
    
 
   Shiinng!
 
    
 
   The sound of the sword he drew from the sheath was very ominous . 
 
    
 
   “Everyone, do not relax your guard . ”
 
    
 
   Bang Joo-seop, who brandished his sword, wore a very grim expression . 
 
    
 
   Gulp!
 
    
 
   Faced this situation, his party answered by nodding their heads, and nervously swallowed their saliva . On the other hand, Kim Woo-jin was unruffled . Kim Woo-jin didn’t even try to manage his expression . He had no interest in the current situation nor Bang Joo-seop and his party’s behavior at all . It did not concern him that Bang Joo-seop and his companions were making enough noise to provoke the goblins that may be nearby, nor did he care about how Bang Joo-seop was arrogantly brandishing his sword to soothe his companions’ nerves . Kim Woo-jin did not have the slightest interest in them at all . 
 
    
 
   It was for the best . 
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin was only interested in the information given by his surroundings . 
 
    
 
   ‘This tree is a Dumpree tree . Quite a bit of sap comes out from it . The terrain is a forest but there are many slopes . ’
 
    
 
   Identifying the surrounding terrain was the very basics of dungeon hunting . 
 
    
 
   ‘If you look at the footprints left behind by the goblins near that tree… the goblins must be in groups of more than three . That means there’s quite a number of goblins, and by looking at the surrounding terrain, they would mostly like be occupying a den . There were also traces of goblins around there . But the particular smell of a goblin was not present, meaning there weren’t any goblins over there for the moment . ’
 
    
 
   Then…
 
    
 
   “Did you say your name was Kim Woo-Jin?”
 
    
 
   Bang Joo-seop asked Kim Woo-jin . 
 
    
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “I heard that this is your first time hunting and that you used to be a mercenary . ”
 
    
 
   Without replying, Kim Woo-jin just nodded his head . 
 
    
 
   “Then you must be familiar with monster behavioral patterns . Could you possibly act as a scout?”
 
    
 
   This was Bang Joo-seop’s proposal . It was not difficult to grasp the real intention behind his proposal . 
 
    
 
   ‘So he wants to use me as bait, huh . ’
 
    
 
   Bang Joo-seop intended to use Kim Woo-jin as bait and lure the goblins . 
 
    
 
   ‘As I expected . ’
 
    
 
   Such a proposal was already within his expectations . Kim Woo-jin already realized what kind of players they were from the moment he first met them . No, to Kim Woo-jin, there were only two types of players… They were either committed to saving the world or intended to devour the world as much as possible . 
 
    
 
   Had Bang Joo-seop and his party been willing to devote themselves even a little to make the world a better place, they would not have chosen to join the Phoenix Guild . 
 
    
 
   ‘I guess it would be even stranger for them to be friendly to me given the way I acted . ’
 
    
 
   It should be noted that Kim Woo-jin never displayed his abilities to his party; it an expected outcome for them to not have any confidence or trust . If Bang Joo-seop was friendly to him in any way, he would have gotten suspicious of him . 
 
    
 
   “Sounds good . ”
 
    
 
   Regardless of his intentions, Kim Woo-jin had no reason to refuse him . 
 
    
 
   “How should I search?”
 
    
 
   After hearing that question, Bang Joo-seop replied as if he had waited for such an answer . 
 
    
 
   “I want you to search over there while we clear up the area . You can rejoin us at any time if anything goes wrong . ”
 
    
 
   “Got it . ”
 
    
 
   That was the end of their conversation . It was more than enough . Kim Woo-jin left his seat, and after he disappeared, Bang Joo-seop turned towards his colleagues and spoke . 
 
    
 
   “I thought he would resist but that was surprisingly easy . ”
 
    
 
   Everyone smiled at his remark . 
 
    
 
   “Right? I thought he would cry and try to cling to us much as possible . ”
 
    
 
   “Maybe he is happy that he was given a role to play?”
 
    
 
   “Well, I guess you can look at it that way . ”
 
    
 
   “Everyone, let’s focus again,” Bang Joo-seop said to them with a serious expression . “Listen, from here on out, we are about to engage in a bloody fight . ”
 
    
 
   The goblin hunt had begun . 
 
    
 
    
 
   The roles of the players were determined by their halo . It could be said that the Undying Fighters were the warriors, the Keepers of Knowledge were the mages, and the Totems of Prayers were the priests . More than 80 percent of the players had one of these three jobs, and as a result, these three jobs became the standard composition for a party when attempting to clear a dungeon . Basically, Bang Joo-seop’s four man team had one more warrior than that of a standard party . Their composition had no particular problem . In theory, it was a composition without serious faults . 
 
    
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   As usual, however, the problems were in the people themselves . Bang Joo-seop realized this fact the moment his sword got stuck in a goblin’s body . 
 
   Pu-ukk!
 
    
 
   The sword he swung dug almost half way into the body of a Goblin . It was an impressive display of sharpness and power . 
 
    
 
   ‘Huh? Uh!’
 
    
 
   Such power became a vulnerability . 
 
   “I…I can’t pull it out!”
 
    
 
   The sword went too deep into the body of the goblin . Therefore, it could not be removed quickly . 
 
    
 
   ‘Shit! Shit!’
 
    
 
   The unexpected situation startled him, and another goblin rushed towards the back of the flustered Bang Joo-seop . 
 
    
 
   Kaya!
 
    
 
   “AARRGH!”
 
    
 
   The goblin in front of Bang Joo-seop crashed into him, causing both of them to fall onto the ground . Then, at that moment, the other goblin attacked Bang Joo-seop from behind… that goblin took advantage of the opportunity exposed in that moment . The goblin struck Bang Joo-seop’s head with a stone in his hand . 
 
    
 
   Kaang! Kaang!
 
    
 
   Fortunately, Bang Ju-seop’s helmet mitigated the bulk of the attacks . 
 
    
 
   “Aarrrgh! Aarrrgh!”
 
    
 
   However, Bang Joo-seop’s rationality was a mess due to the intense noise resounding through his helmet . 
 
    
 
   “Help! Help me!”
 
    
 
   Bang Joo-seop screamed for help from his colleagues, who were still fighting the other two goblins . In response, Bang Joo-seop’s distressed cry aroused the hearts of his colleagues . 
 
    
 
   ‘What, what do we do?’
 
    
 
   ‘Won… won’t he die like that?’
 
    
 
   Instead of resolving the situation, his call for help caused everyone to panic . In such a situation, all the education and training they received was useless . If it weren’t for the items that they had prepared… that is, if they had been like the early players who had entered dungeons naked, they would have already been killed by the goblins . In other words, it was thanks to their items that they survived so far . 
 
    
 
   “You fucking goblin bastards!”
 
    
 
   Bang Joo-seop and his colleagues were finally able to beat the six goblins after over 30 minutes of intense struggle . They immediately sat down as they collapsed in exhaustion . Without any complaint or conversation, they began to rest . It was too bad the dungeon did not allow even that . 
 
    
 
   Kieeehh!
 
    
 
   “Wha, what is that?”
 
    
 
   “Su, suddenly what the heck is happening?”
 
    
 
   The forest overflowed with the screams of  goblins . 
 
    
 
    
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Warrior type players usually started with a sword as their main weapon . Humans had many different kinds of weapons but most modern people had strong preferences for the sword . Moreover, in games, movies, cartoons, and novels, swords were depicted as very powerful . For ordinary people who had been exposed to such media, the sword was the strongest, most versatile, and most effective amongst all weapons . 
 
    
 
   However, in reality, a sword as a weapon was not as effective as people may have envisioned . It was even less effective than imagined against actual monsters . The distance to the monster would have to be shortened, which was defiant of common sense . Kim Woo-jin could not accept such irrationality . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin did not intend to avoid a melee dog fight against the monsters, but he would never intentionally brawl with ridiculously strong monsters unless he had no choice . It was prudent for Kim Woo-jin to choose a whip as his weapon . Of course, a whip had its own limitations, and was even more restrictive than a knife . However, if all the conditions for using a whip were met, it could show unparalleled effectiveness compared to most other weapons . Kim Woo-jin proved this fact when fighting against these three Goblins . 
 
    
 
   Jjwaak!
 
    
 
   The end of the whip produced a horrifying crack as it cut through the air . 
 
   Kieeehh!
 
    
 
   The snapping sound was followed by the continuous scream of a goblin . 
 
   Tuuk!
 
    
 
   Amidst the scream was the sound of the goblin’s left arm falling on the ground . It was as described . The whip cut off the Goblin’s arm . 
 
    
 
   Kieeehhhh…
 
    
 
   That was the power of the whip . The whip was a slashing weapon . Kim Woo-jin took the whip and swung it toward the second Goblin . 
 
    
 
   Jjwaak!
 
    
 
   The whip made a terrifying sound as it hit and slashed the Goblin’s stomach . 
 
    
 
   Kieeehh!
 
    
 
   The moment the goblin started its scream, the bulging stomach of the Goblin opened up and its intestines started to leak out . The goblin fell onto ground while holding onto his stomach and collapsed . 
 
    
 
   Now, only one goblin was left . 
 
    
 
   Kieee, Kieee!
 
    
 
   Unfortunately for that remaining goblin, it was only able to shriek and scream, and unable to take any meaningful action . 
 
    
 
   Kieee!
 
    
 
   It was because the goblin could not understand Kim Woo-jin’s attack through his common sense . From the goblin’s point of view, something invisible from Kim Woo-jin’s body flew out and killed his allies . So, the goblin could not even choose to run . 
 
    
 
   Kieee…!
 
    
 
   The fear of something invisible cutting him down if it turned its back made the goblin behave as if it were a statue . Kim Woo-jin swung his whip at the goblin . 
 
    
 
   Jjwaak!
 
    
 
   Along with the sound of a gust of wind, the whip cut off the goblin’s head . 
 
    
 
   Keck!
 
    
 
   The third goblin could not even scream as it collapsed onto the ground . 
 
    
 
   [You have Leveled Up . ]
 
    
 
   A notification rang inside Kim Woo-jin’s head at that very moment . 
 
    
 
   [You Have Gained The Interest of The Emissary of The Underworld]
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   [Achievement ‘Noticed One’ Has Been Achieved]
 
    
 
   Kang Woo-jin also heard some new notifications . At such an announcement, one end of Kim Woo-jin’s lips rose into a smirk . 
 
    
 
   ‘To think I would gain his attention just by doing this something as mediocre as this…’
 
    
 
   Noticed One . 
 
    
 
   It literally meant that the player had gained attention from his halo . A simpler explanation would be that he was like a rising star . 
 
    
 
   ‘This achievement has a lower requirement than I expected . ’
 
    
 
   It was the second time that Kim Woo-jin had achieved this feat . He had achieved this feat even when he used to have the Undying Fighter as his halo . 
 
    
 
   ‘It increases the player’s stats by 1% . ’
 
    
 
   For this reason, it was not necessary for him to check the effect of the achievement . 
 
    
 
   “Status Window . ”
 
    
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin only activated his status window . 
 
    
 
    
 
   [Kim Woo-jin]
 Level: 2 Halo: The Emissary of the Underworld Stats: Constitution (11)/Strength (2)/ Mana (3) Unallocated Points: 3 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin invested all of his unallocated points into constitution right away . 
 
    
 
   ‘After all, whether it’s now or later, you can’t do anything without physical ability . ’
 
    
 
   That was why he was planning to invest all of his points into constitution even in the future . 
 
    
 
   ‘Lee Se-joon, it’s even more important when I fight against him…’
 
    
 
   Furthermore, his prey, Lee Se-joon, boasted the most powerful constitution out of everyone in the world . Without enough physical strength, forget about tearing him apart, one’s teeth would break as soon as you tried to bite him . If he was going to face Lee Se-joon alone, constitution was even more important in order to kill him . After all, he planned to do everything on his own . 
 
   ‘Who in the right mind would help me kill a hero who is trying save the world? No, even if I were to find a colleague, its existence is something I cannot trust . There is no one in the world who wants to kill a hero and has the right morality or sanity . ’
 
    
 
   “Stat allocation is done . ”
 
    
 
   After finishing everything he had to do, Kim Woo-jin headed towards the last goblin, who had fallen down after trying to run away when its arm was cut off . The fallen goblin reacted after sensing Kim Woo-jin’s footsteps . 
 
    
 
   Kieee…
 
    
 
   Its reaction was filled with fear . It appeared very cowardly and it did not sound like a goblin that would bare its teeth until the moment it died . 
 
    
 
   ‘As expected of a Unique Item . ’
 
    
 
   It was due to the special option of the Goblin Champion’s Whip . There was no better option than that fear when hunting goblins . To be honest, looking at the item’s options, it was definitely worth its cost . In fact, the fear effect on the Goblin Champion’s whip was a very expensive option . If this option had been on popular player weapon type like a sword, spear, or bow, Kim Woo-jin would not have been able to afford it even if he drove himself into debt . However, because extremely few people knew how to handle a weapon like the whip, which had little to no demand, he was able to buy it . 
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin stood in front of the terrified goblin, and stared at it . However, Kim Woo-jin did not kill the Goblin, the real hunt was about to begin . 
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   A goblin was hanging from a tree . 
 
    
 
   Nah, it is more accurate to say that a goblin was decorating the tree . 
 
    
 
   If the goblin was hanging there to be an emergency food source, it would not be hanging from the most conspicuous place . It was very easy to notice . 
 
    
 
   Moreover, although the goblin was alive, it appeared no different from a corpse . Precisely speaking, it was yet to be a corpse but it was just barely alive . If Woo-jin had intentions of eating the goblin, he didn’t need to keep it alive like that . 
 
    
 
   In conclusion, there was a different reason for letting it live . 
 
    
 
   Krrkrr…
 
    
 
   Kieeee…
 
    
 
   Fifteen . In total, fifteen goblins were hanging from many different trees, each of them barely alive . They were issuing rescue signals, begging other goblins for their help . They weren’t all gathered in one place, they were arranged more like a fence . 
 
    
 
   For the goblins, it was as if the very definition of fear became a reality . Instead of feeling sympathy or fury at the sight, the scene filled the goblins with dread . They had no recourse but to turn their backs in despair rather than to fight in indignation . Despite the fact that a grievous astrocity had befallen their kin, for goblins, it was obvious what needed to be done . 
 
    
 
   Kieee!
 
    
 
   They did not dare to approach the horrendous arrangement of ornaments . They did not heed the rescue calls of their own kind . 
 
    
 
   This was a characteristic of the ways the goblins as a species functioned . 
 
   It was a natural instinct for them to want to survive, even at the expense of their peers . It was also how they coped with unbeatable enemies in a brutal world . There was, of course, no such thing as revenge . 
 
    
 
   Kieee!
 
    
 
   Rather than seeking revenge, the goblins reduced their radius of activity to avoid facing the same tragic fate as their peers . Additionally, they also limited the types of activities performed outside . 
 
    
 
   Kie ee, kieee…
 
    
 
   Most of the goblins decided to lodge in their den . They buried themselves in the deepest parts of their den if they could . It was cramped, even though goblins were small . 
 
    
 
   Kaa!
 
    
 
   As if that was not enough, the goblins blockaded the entrances to their den . They put up as many defensive barricades leading to their fortress as they possibly could . The fear that suffocated the goblins was terrible to such a degree . 
 
    
 
   As one may expect, the goblins lacked proper craftsmanship . Their craftsmanship and constructions were very sloppy and deficient . Fortunately, there was someone there to help the goblins fix that problem . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   Tuk! Tuk!
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin used a shovel he had prepared in his inventory to cover up all the entrances to the goblin’s den with dirt . He even put up a wooden fence with the help of an axe . Kim Woo-jin turned the goblins’ den into an impenetrable fortress and prevented both entry and escape . A few minutes later, smoke rose from the goblin’s den . 
 
    
 
   A player’s networth was out of the boundaries of common sense . It was illogical that a level 1 player would receive over 100 million won just for signing a contract . Then they were given the social status, respect, and dignity befitting a government official . Nevertheless, the reason behind such treatment was rather simple . The main reason was because it was normal for them to die .  The nature of their jobs was just that dangerous . 
 
    
 
   ‘Shit…’
 
    
 
   Bang Joo-seop and his colleagues realized this truth from fighting the goblins . No, they realized it now that it was undetermined whether or not they would survive . 
 
    
 
   ‘To think we would end up like this against mere goblins…’
 
    
 
   If their lives were threatened by something stronger like an orc, fought desperately, and defeated it at the end, they may have a felt a great sense of achievement instead . However, weren’t monsters like goblins closer to fodder or prey than an enemy?
 
    
 
   To Bang Ju-seop and his party, who were struggling as their lives were threatened by mere goblins, the dungeon was no longer felt like a land of opportunity . It was a world of full of monsters that could kill them at any time . 
 
    
 
   ‘Shit . ’
 
    
 
   When they realized this, Bang Ju-seop and his party could no longer hunt . They were too afraid to leave their camp and they were even more scared of fighting the goblins . So Bang Ju-seop and his party decided to spend their first day resting . Regrettably, the party did not move out on the second day either . 
 
    
 
   To be exact, they couldn’t advance . The fear of death, that undeniable fear, prevented them from even getting a proper rest . 
 
    
 
   Fatigue grew in intensity with each passing day . The fear of death also persisted and became more apparent . It was a situation where nobody had the will to move . They would only act if they were forced to do so . However, no one opened their mouth . 
 
    
 
   Bang Ju-seop, their leader, also avoided confronting the problems . 
 
    
 
   “Anyway, I wonder what happened to that person, Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
    
 
   “He probably died already… I mean we haven’t heard from him since then . ”
 
    
 
   “Damn it . It would have been better if we just moved together . Having one more person would have made the hunting easier . ”
 
    
 
   In the meantime, Kim Woo-jin’s absence further heightened the fear felt by the party . 
 
    
 
   Ultimately, Bang Ju-seop and his party also spent their second day resting, without taking any action . On the third day, they finally changed their minds . 
 
    
 
   “We can’t stay like this . ”
 
    
 
   It wasn’t courage . 
 
    
 
   “At this rate, the food will run out first . We have to kill the goblins before that . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   The fear of dying of starvation won over the fear of goblins . It forced their priorities to change . 
 
    
 
   “They are only goblins after all . ”
 
    
 
   Under these circumstances, Bang Ju-seop told his colleagues, “It’s true that it was hard at first, but here we are, all safe . We still have enough food as well . There’s no reason we can’t mop up the goblins . We can do it if we try . ”
 
    
 
   “We can do it!” He spoke as if he were giving orders to himself and his colleagues . Such orders were surprisingly effective . 
 
    
 
   “Yeah, there’s no reason we can’t do it . ”
 
    
 
   “We can just hunt them one by one!”
 
    
 
   “I’m not going to die before I spend the signing bonus I got from the contract first!”
 
    
 
   The fear that dominated them gradually subsided . Determination and resolve filled the gaps where the fear receded . 
 
    
 
   It was at that moment…
 
    
 
   [You Have Cleared the Dungeon]
 
    
 
   “What?”
 
    
 
   “Huh?”
 
    
 
   The dungeon was cleared . 
 
    
 
   ‘I wonder what’s the most effective way to hunt goblins who hid themselves in a den?
 
   Go inside the den and hunt them? That’s the stupidest idea . Not only was the den made by the goblins, the paths are too cramped and uncomfortable for humans to move in . 
 
   Furthermore, no living being will peacefully submit when an enemy invades their homes and tries to kill them . ’
 
    
 
   ‘Then, should we wait for the goblins to come out? It’s not a bad idea . If sufficient and proper traps were prepared, there was no easier way to hunt . There is a limit to the food the goblins can store . However, there is a better way . ’
 
    
 
   Hwaruruc!
 
    
 
   It was setting the den on fire . To be more exact, it was putting smoke inside the den . That was what Kim Woo-jin chose to do . 
 
    
 
   ‘I think all the exits are blocked . ’
 
    
 
   When he was ready, he made the entrance to the den look like the opening of a kiln, set the fire there, then kept adding fuel to the fire . 
 
    
 
   ‘Considering the size of the den, about ten minutes will be enough . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   Snakes named heat and smoke crawled inside the den . Then, the smoke inflicted critical damage on the goblins . 
 
    
 
   Ki ek?
 
    
 
   Kiee!
 
    
 
   The goblins suffered from headaches and dizziness . The carbon monoxide poisoning and oxygen depletion had begun . 
 
    
 
   Kieeehh!
 
    
 
   The goblins sensed something was off and naturally began to move towards the exit . However, getting outside was not easy . 
 
    
 
   The reason was simple . 
 
    
 
   Kiee! Kiee!
 
    
 
   They were hiding too deep inside the den . In order to avoid the monster that butchered their kin, most of the goblins were gathered deep inside the den . It was the place where that monster was the least likely to go . 
 
    
 
   ‘Since they are inside the deepest areas, it would not be easy for them to come out . ’
 
    
 
   This was obviously Kim Woo-jin’s intent . He knew how the goblins would behave if he afflicted a devastating terror upon them . He knew it better than anyone . When all the goblins tried to stampede out of the den at the same time, accidents were inevitable . 
 
    
 
   Moreover, some sickly goblins were mixed in . 
 
    
 
   ‘Some of the poisoned ones should have died by now . ’
 
    
 
   There was some of Kim Woo-jin’s toxic blood inside the prey that he intentionally let escape . 
 
   Although not toxic enough to be immediately evident on their body, it was poisonous enough to eventually be fatal . 
 
    
 
   Thud!
 
    
 
   Some of the goblins that attempted escape collapsed on the floor, while other goblins tripped over them and fell . 
 
    
 
   Kieeehh!
 
    
 
   As if a series of crashes broke out on a path, the entrance to the den was utterly obstructed . In the end, only about six or seven goblins got close to the entrance . However, one could not say that they were lucky . What the goblins faced was a road of fire . Before the blazing road of fire, the goblins could not help but stop . 
 
    
 
   Kieeehh!
 
    
 
   One of them plucked up his courage and rushed through the flames . Unfortunately for him, his attempt was effortlessly blocked by something solid . The entrance to the den was blocked . Nevertheless, the goblins repeatedly smashed their bodies against the entrance in an attempt to get outside . 
 
    
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kieeehh!
 
    
 
   The goblins were desperate to survive any way they could . 
 
    
 
   Kieeehh!
 
    
 
   They cried with excessive determination . 
 
    
 
   Kek, Kek!
 
    
 
   The thick smoke made it difficult for the goblins to even scream . It was a gruesome sight to witness . Was it necessary to be so cruel? The scene was so appalling that one would wonder . 
 
    
 
   Waiting outside the entrance to the den, Kim Woo-jin was very well aware of the aftermath of his methods . He knew better than anyone that his actions were inhumane . 
 
    
 
   ‘Last ditch effort I see . ’
 
    
 
   That was all . Kim Woo-jin did not have to think deeply about the facts . 
 
    
 
   He didn’t have to . 
 
    
 
   What he faced were monsters, actual monsters . The word, humane, did not apply to them . 
 
    
 
   ‘This hunt was much easier than I thought . ’
 
    
 
   He wasn’t there to play games . Kim Woo-jin was not interested in the fierce and frantic competition the other players engaged in to prove their value . He wasn’t interested in competing by hunting stronger monsters or obtaining powerful items . 
 
    
 
   Nor did he desire self-satisfaction by killing monsters with his overwhelming ability as if he were challenging a game . 
 
    
 
   [You Have Leveled Up]
 
    
 
   That is why Kim Woo-jin did not dispute that “hunting dog” should be his nickname . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin did not wish to achieve, be recognized, be applauded, or be appreciated like most human beings . 
 
    
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld Is Satisfied By Your Performance] [The Emissary of the Underworld Has Gifted You A Catalogue]
 
    
 
   ‘Looks like Johann Georg played the game more mundanely than I thought . ’
 
    
 
   He was satisfied just by the recognition from his halo . 
 
    
 
   [All The Goblins Have Been Slain] [The Dungeon is Cleared]
 
    
 
   Like that, Kim Woo-jin’s first dungeon clear ended . 
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   At the Urban Park Gate Entrance, a man appeared from beyond the gate . 
 
   “Thank you, Mr . Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   It was Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   After the arrival of Kim Woo-jin, the gate distorted then disappeared from the world . 
 
   “Wooah!”
 
   “It’s over!”
 
   All the soldiers saw it from a distance, then cheered and applauded . 
 
   With the gate gone, their mission was now over . 
 
   It was natural for them to be happy . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin did not put much thought into the looks of admiration and cheers of the soldiers . 
 
   In a sense, he was used to receiving cheers more than anyone else . 
 
   For the Messiah Guild, every action made under their banner was cheered frantically and whole-heartedly by the whole world . 
 
   Unfortunately, not everyone looked at Kim Woo-jin this way . 
 
   There were a few people who gave him a distinctly leery stare . 
 
   It was Bang Ju-seop and his companions . 
 
   ‘So he was alive . ’
 
   While the soldiers saw Kim Woo-jin as a hero, the four were looking at him like a monster . 
 
   It wasn’t odd for them to do so . 
 
   ‘That bastard, who is he?’
 
   ‘Didn’t they say this was his first dungeon? He still managed to clear it by himself?’
 
   ‘I don’t know . I’m scared…’
 
   While they were fighting a few goblins and struggled for two days in vain, the person that they thought was a burdensome leech ended up killing all the goblins on his own . 
 
   Of course, to Kim Woo-jin, that kind of rumor was beneficial to his reputation . 
 
   However, right now, that wasn’t important . 
 
   “Did you hear the report of what happened on the other side?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin asked Koo Sung-hoon, a member of the support team, who replied after a nod . “I heard about it . They just said the dungeon was suddenly cleared…”
 
    
 
   Koo Seong-hoon’s expression was not good . 
 
   “How did you do it?”
 
   As a member of the support team, it was his duty to write a report on how the dungeon was cleared . For him to write such a report, the players in the dungeon had to explain how it was done . 
 
   After crossing the gate, however, Bang Ju-seop and his party only said that the dungeon was suddenly cleared . 
 
   Furthermore, they didn’t say anything about what happened in the dungeon . 
 
   It was hard to understand from the perspective of Koo Sung-hoon . 
 
   ‘Based on the current condition of Bang Ju-seop’s party, they probably weren’t able to fight properly . ’
 
    
 
   In everyone’s view, Bang Ju-seop and his companions were the main players in the attack . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was just a free gift attached to the group and it was thanks to Bang Ju-seop and his companions’ presence that the Phoenix Guild even permitted Kim Woo-jin to participate in the attack . 
 
   However, given the present condition of the party, it was hard to say whether they played a part in the attack . 
 
    
 
   ‘But that would mean that Kim Woo-jin had to eliminate all the monsters on his own…’
 
   In other words, Kim Woo-jin cleared the dungeon by himself . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin explained his strategy to Koo Seong-hoon . 
 
   “By doing well . ”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   Koo Seong-hoon was perplexed by Kim Woo-jin’s explanation . 
 
   ‘What do you…’
 
   He couldn’t help but panic . 
 
   At this rate, wasn’t he about to write that Kim Woo-jin caught the goblins “by doing well” in his report?
 
   Kim Woo-jin, however, didn’t seem to care much about Koo Sung-hoon’s circumstances . 
 
   “I pretty much caught them all . So please tell them to deposit 90% of this dungeon clear rewards into my account . ”
 
   While talking, Kim Woo-jin gazed at Bang Ju-seop’s party . 
 
   Koo Sung-hoon’s gaze followed Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Bang Ju-seop and his party instinctively avoided his gaze and looked away . 
 
   “If they object to my request, please prepare a room where I can be alone with them for a while . ”
 
   Faced with such a spectacle, Koo Seong-hoon did not know what to say . 
 
   The man in front of him was so fearsome that even Bang Ju-seop’s party avoided him . 
 
   “If you’ll excuse me, I’m going to take a short break . ”
 
   Someone like Koo Sung-hoon would not dare to confront Woo-jin just to get the information out of him . 
 
   ‘Ah shit, the team leader is going to yell at me again . ’
 
   At that moment, Koo Sung-hoon braced himself to be yelled at by his boss . 
 
   While looking at Koo Sung-hoon, Kim Woo-jin thought to himself . 
 
   ‘I can probably talk to the team leader after about 30 minutes . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin passed by Koo Sung-hoon and moved toward one of the temporary waiting rooms made of tents . 
 
   ‘I guess I can look at the catalogue while I wait . ’
 
    
 
   “Catalogue”
 
   As soon as he shouted the command, a thin booklet appeared in front of Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   It was a booklet that was slightly larger than a palm, made up of a material similar to parchment paper, and was about 5 mm thick . 
 
   It was an ordinary looking booklet . 
 
   However, to players, it was the most precious kind of books in the world . 
 
   It was because inside the catalogue were choices for items and skills . 
 
   A page in a catalogue literally contained choices for either an item or a skill . 
 
   When you tear up a page, you can obtain what you saw on that page . 
 
   ‘The color is…’
 
   The most important feature of catalogues was that the color of the light emitted by the page . It was what determined the rarity of the item . 
 
   Normal grades don’t give off any light but rare grades give off a silver light, unique grades a gold light, and as for legendary or mythical grades the texture of the page itself changes . 
 
   Meaning, if one was lucky enough, they would be able to receive a legendary grade item . 
 
   ‘This catalog only has white colors . ’
 
   Of course, miraculous drops would never happen for Kim Woo-jin so easily . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, an Emissary of the Underworld, did not see any light leak out from his catalogue . Kim Woo-jin’s luck with catalogues was not great in his past as well . 
 
   Kim perused through the catalogue slowly without giving it much thought . 
 
   The catalogue that Kim Woo-jin received had 3 pages in total . 
 
   ‘It’s all skills . ’
 
   All three pages were skill pages . 
 
    
 
   [Energy Bolt] [Energy Bomb] [Skeleton Soldier]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   First two skills weren’t even worth looking at . 
 
   The Energy Bolt was a skill used to make magic arrows by consuming mana . Energy Bomb was a basic skill that allowed the user to throw condensed energy bombs . 
 
   These skills increase in power as the skill rank increases and more energy or mana is consumed depending on the level of its rank . 
 
   These weren’t skills that Kim Woo-jin even needed to consider . 
 
   ‘Skeleton Soldier…’
 
   However, the Skeleton Soldier skill was different . 
 
   ‘I’m getting some bad flashbacks . ’
 
   It was because one of Johann Georg, the King of the Undead’s signature skills was Skeleton Soldier . 
 
   His skeleton soldiers were like a physical manifestation of fear . 
 
   The scene of thousands of players rushing in to fight hundreds of Johann Georg’s skeleton soldiers, only to turn that into thousands of skeleton soldiers; that was something that could not even be seen in hell . 
 
   ‘It was a nightmare . ’
 
   Compared to such a scene, Kim Woo-jin’s actions against the goblins was nothing but child’s play . 
 
   Of course, there were also disadvantages to the skeleton soldier skill . 
 
   ‘We would avoid fighting him in areas where corpses remained . ’
 
   The Skeleton Soldier skill also only allowed the user to use corpses from entities killed by the user . 
 
    
 
   Above all, skills for summoning Death Warriors, Death Knights, and Liches, which were considered to be better versions of the Skeleton Soldier and could be used at anytime and anywhere . However, the Skeleton Soldier skill always needed a sacrifice to cast . 
 
    
 
   It was his fatal flaw . 
 
   ‘Without such a limitation, it would have been impossible to kill him . ’
 
   By taking advantage of these weaknesses, Kim Woo-jin fought the King of Undead alone and was ultimately able to kill him . 
 
   ‘I really was lucky . ’
 
    
 
   After reminiscing about the day when he fought with the King of Undead, Kim Woo-jin started to ponder . 
 
   Right now for Kim Woo-jin, choosing one of the three skills was crucial, and Kim Woo-jin had to focus . 
 
    
 
   There was actually no need to think about it . 
 
   ‘I would rather fire an arrow or throw a bomb than use an energy bolt or bomb . ’
 
   At this point of time, it was actually more useful and effective for Kim Woo-jin to throw stones than to use energy bolts and bombs . 
 
    
 
   ‘On the other hand, Skeleton Soldier is…’
 
    
 
   Unlike the other two skills, the Skeleton Soldier skill could be of some use to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘At the very least, it could probably buy some time . ’
 
   Of course, he didn’t have much expectations . 
 
   The only thing skeleton soldiers could do for Kim Woo-jin was buying him a few seconds . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin knew better than anyone how important a few seconds was . Also, he had the ability to make the use of those few seconds . 
 
   Jjiig!
 
    
 
   So Kim Woo-jin tore up the Skeleton Soldier skill page from the catalogue without hesitation . 
 
   After he tore up the page, the Skeleton Soldier skill was obtained . 
 
    
 
   [You Have Learned The Skeleton Soldier Skill]
 
    
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   [Skeleton Soldier]
 Skill Rank: F Skill Effect: Using a corpse as a sacrifice, a skeleton soldier is summoned . Number of Skeletons That Can Be Summoned: 1 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who finished checking his skills, checked his left wrist . 
 
   He was checking his watch . 
 
   ‘It’s about time for him to come…’
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   “Ex, excuse me…”
 
   Koo Sung-hoon had an apologetic expression . He passed his smartphone to Kim Woo-jin then spoke . 
 
   “Sorry to bother you but the team leader wanted to talk to you about certain information pertaining to the report…”
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled at those words . 
 
   ‘I guess I’m done messing around . ’
 
    
 
   The dungeon gate is no different from a bomb . 
 
   No one in the world knows when the monsters inside will appear . 
 
   What was troubling was that humans, the players handling that bomb, were just as volatile as the monsters . 
 
   Since the formation of the Phoenix Guild, players often caused incidents near the dungeon gate rather than behaving properly and setting a good example to the people . 
 
    
 
   The dungeon’s support teams were responsible for clearing up the incidents . 
 
   Therefore, Jung Woo-suk, the team leader of the Phoenix Guild’s dungeon support team, was not flustered when he received the dungeon report from Koo Sung-hoon . 
 
   ‘Another weird crazy bastard must have joined recently . ’
 
   He just thought of it as having one more freak to manage . 
 I’m on the phone 
   “Ah, Mr . Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   Of course, he didn’t show his true colors . 
 
   “I’m calling about the report . As you know, your cooperation in writing the report is very important . More so since Mr . Kim Woo-jin was the player with the most remarkable and outstanding performance in this dungeon clearance, and we are in desperate need of your account on the matter . ”
 
    
 
   He skillfully tried to work with the freak . 
 
   “I know that it must be very tiring but please cooperate with us . It will also help us evaluate your performance . ”
 
    
 
   I wheedled it in . 
 
   Of course Jung Woo-seok knew . 
 
   ‘I wouldn’t have to call him in the first place if he can be persuaded with just words . ’
 
   He knew that the conversation would not end here . 
 
   ‘Those who recently became players tend to have shittier personalities . ’
 
   That was what the species known as players were like . 
 
   There were players who thought they were chosen by God, as well as those who viewed ordinary people as plebeians . 
 
   They were the type of people who thought that it was only natural that everyone else had show them respect . 
 
    
 
   ‘The ass kissing is complete . ’
 
   The reason why Jung Woo-seok spoke in a persuasive manner was to show that he has already done enough to stroke his ego . 
 
    
 
   ‘If he doesn’t want to cooperate, we don’t have any reason to cooperate with him either . ’
 
   If Kim Woo-jin ignored this and did not cooperate, Jung Woo-seok was also determined to be uncooperative . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Just when Jung Woo-seok thought Kim Woo-jin would remain being uncooperative…
 Ah, I’m sorry about that . 
    
 
   ‘Yes?’
 
    
 
   Unexpectedly, Kim Woo-jin’s reaction was not within Jung Woo-seok’s expectations . 
 I didn’t know what to do because it was my first time . It seems like I have caused great trouble to the support team for no reason . I will help Mr . Koo Sung-hoon with his report right away . 
    
 
   ‘Wha, what the heck?’
 
    
 
   It wasn’t just out of his expected range, it was very far removed from it . 
 I apologize once again for the inconvenience . 
    
 
   “No, not at all . ”
 
   Jung Woo-seok was embarrassed for a moment . 
 
   “Thank you for helping me with the report . ”
 
   “No, we should help each other . Thanks to the support team, players like me can focus solely on clearing the dungeon . ”
 
   Thanks to such words, Jung Woo-seok’s expression eased . 
 
   ‘He’s an okay guy . ’
 
   “It’s nice of you to say so . If there is anything I can do to help, please let me know . ”
 
   He was more than willing to cooperate with those who were willing to cooperate back . 
 Is it possible for you to introduce me to a dungeon level that I want to clear? That is if it’s not too much trouble . 
   “Of course, it is our job to find the dungeon for players anyway, it’s not difficult at all . ”
 
   So when a simple request for cooperation came out, Jung Woo-sung didn’t really worry . 
 If there is a 1-story dungeon that appeared recently in a metropolitan area that is permitted to those below Lv 10, around a B difficulty, and related to goblins, I would like to clear it . 
   Hearing Kim Woo-jin’s request, Jung Woo-seok began to type the keywords using the keyboard in front of him . 
 
   Then, one result immediately appeared . 
 
   “Oh, there is one in Seongnam . Clearing the Siek Goblin Tribe, below level 10, difficulty level B-rank…”
 
   Jung Woo-seok saw it and replied . 
 
   “By the way, you need to get an approval from the guild for a B-Grade difficulty dungeon . Is that alright?”
 
   At such question, Kim Woo-jin replied . 
 
   “I guess I’ll have to work even harder on the report to get a signature of approval . ”
 
   Jung Woo-seok laughed at his reply . 
 
   “Haha, I guess you’re right . ”
 
   A player’s evaluations were made in part through the reports . 
 
   At this moment, Jung Woo-seok already made up his mind . 
 
   ‘Looking at the dungeon signup registrations, there are already three decent party applications, so getting the authorization for a run is not a problem . The rest of the members will just be letting him on a bus . It would not be bad for me to let the inexperienced players in and let them gain some experience . ’
 
   Jung Woo-seok would gladly give Kim Woo-jin special treatment using his status as the leader of the support team . 
 
   “If you just send me the report, I’ll apply for you right away . Though whether you’ll be accepted is not certain,”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered . 
 Thank you . If it all works out well, a meal is on me . 
   That was the end of the call . 
 
   Jeong Woo-seok, who put his smartphone down, smiled with content . 
 
   ‘I’ve never met such a nice, hard-working, and cooperative player before . ’
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   There was a saying in online games . 
 
   “Relying on a level advantage is bullying!”
 
   No matter how difficult the dungeon or powerful the monster, they become easy once you reach a high enough level . 
 
   This logic applied to the world that turned into a game . 
 
   One’s level was of the utmost importance . 
 
    
 
   Nevertheless, level alone could not solve everything . 
 
   This was particularly applicable when trying to clear dungeons . 
 
   It was impossible to clear some of the dungeons by relying on level alone due to the level restrictions placed on the dungeons . 
 
   This was why infamous dungeons that devoured the lives of countless players were left uncleared . 
 
    
 
   [Siek Goblin Tribe Sweep]
 Dungeon Floors: 1 Floor Dungeon Difficulty: B-Rank Maximum Entry Capacity: 15 People Entry Condition: Below Lv12 Clear Condition: Kill the Chief of the Siek Goblin Tribe . Clear Reward: Catalogue 
    
 
   ‘Siek Goblin Tribe . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin placed the case report for this dungeon on the passenger side of his car . 
 
   ‘It devoured 119 players . ’
 
   In Kim Woo-jin’s past life, the Siek Goblin Tribe dungeon eliminated 119 players . 
 
   Moreover, the players that the Siek Goblin Tribe dungeon devoured were not mediocre like Bang Ju-seop . Even if players of his level of talent were to die, guilds would not care much about the loss of the players and would only feel regret about losing their investments in them . However . 
 
   ‘These people were different, they were each the guild’s rising stars . ’
 
   Dungeon clears at or above B ranks were primarily composed of experienced and powerful players . If players were chosen only based on the level requirements, they would undoubtedly end up as corpses . 
 
   This becomes apparent just by analyzing Bang Ju-seop . 
 
   He had two dungeon clear completions, a decent item setting, and was qualified enough to be the party leader . However, he could not even fight properly in an E-Rank dungeon . 
 
   Moreover, most of the players of the world were not much better than Bang Ju-seop . 
 
   Under these circumstances, if you were to put ordinary players into B rank or above dungeons, the result is obvious if you take a moment to imagine it . 
 
   Naturally, the guilds only allowed players who were known to have unique talents, rare skills, or were considered future stars to enter B rank or higher dungeons . 
 
    
 
   The Siek Goblin Tribe dungeon eliminated 119 players of such quality . 
 
   In the end, all the guilds gave up on clearing this dungeon . 
 
   Of course, eventually, no guild would step up to the plate after suffering the loss of so many of their promising members . This kind of danger was why players got such magnificent treatment and why the guilds exists; but in reality, there are no players or guilds who would willingly enter a dungeon if they were almost certain it just meant throwing away their lives . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   ‘The Messiah Guild cleared it in the end . ’
 
   The was only one exception, the Messiah Guild . 
 
   They were how that dungeon got cleared . 
 
   ‘It was the Messiah Guild who cleared it . ’
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin was able to remember the information regarding the Siek Goblin Tribe dungeon very clearly and thoroughly . Jae-hoon, he was the guy who wiped out the Siek Goblin Tribe and became a Super Rookie . 
 
   Woo-jin heard the details regarding the Siek Goblin Tribe from Jang Jae-hoon himself, a Super Rookie of the Messiah Guild; the one who rose to fame by wiping out the Siek Goblin Tribe . 
 
   Woo-jin heard the details of the rising stars who failed to clear the dungeon, the special characteristics of the dungeon, and the method to clear the dungeon . 
 
   ‘… I heard it so many times that it made me feel sick just by listening to it . ’
 
    
 
   Although he wasn’t curious nor did he ever ask Jang Jae-hoon, Kim Woo-jin heard the story from Jang Jae-hoon so many times to the point that just hearing it again made him feel nauseous . 
 
   At least he also heard many useful details regarding that dungeon as well . 
 
   ‘If you kill the Chief of the Siek Goblin Tribe, you can receive gifts for your halo as well as an achievement . ’
 
   The reward granted in this dungeon if you identity and kill the chief!
 
   ‘A catalogue with a minimum of one rare page . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin had no reason to ignore a good a prey as the Siek Goblin Tribe Chief to pursue other hunts . 
 
    
 
   Woo-jin finally saw his destination . 
 
   ‘I have arrived . ’
 
   Like so, Kim Woo-jin arrived at Bundang Yeongdeok Girls High School where the dungeon gate of the Siek Goblin Tribe was located . 
 
    
 
    
 
   There was an unusual motor show in Pangyo, Seongnam Province, where the Bundang Yeongdeok Girls High School was located . 
 
   The high school grounds were lined with extremely expensive foreign cars, giving off a luxurious vibe . 
 
   It was a location where waves of cheers from high school girls could be expected . 
 
   Unfortunately, the cheers of high school girls were nowhere to be found . 
 
   “I was so excited because they told me that it was an all-girls high school . However, there isn’t a single high school girl to be seen!”
 
   “Hey, do you really think that they are crazy enough to hold classes here when a dungeon gate appeared? They all evacuated a long time ago . ”
 
   “Still… isn’t this is an all-girls high school?”
 
   The soldiers’ sighs dispersed through the wind . 
 
   A car appeared amidst the sighs . 
 
   ‘A light car?’
 
   ‘What?’
 
   It went without saying that the light car, which appeared on the playground filled with expensive foreign cars looked even smaller and uglier than usual . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Some people even felt sincere pity at the sight . 
 
   However, that feeling did not last long . 
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   ‘Ugh!’
 
   That light car parked between two supercars; a Yuyuri Lamborghini Huracan and a Ferrari 488 that cost as much as a house . 
 
   The parking was performed very carelessly . 
 
   Parking was finished almost instantaneously, and the distance between the cars was extremely narrow as well . 
 
   ‘Oh, my god! . ’
 
   ‘Is he fucking crazy? . ’
 
   It was a thrilling performance for the soldiers watching . 
 
   The owner of the small car appeared and opened his door wide open, not caring the slightest whether or not the door hit the car next to him . 
 
   Kim Woo-Jin . He just arrived . 
 
   Everyone’s line of sight drifted towards him . 
 
   There it was . In a corner of the playground . A distortion in regularity . 
 
   ‘There it is . ’
 
   It was then . 
 
   “Shit, I can’t talk sense with him!”
 
   From a tent set on the school’s playground, a woman let out a frustrated voice . 
 
   “Good, everyone can just fend for themselves! Themselves!”
 
   At the same time, a man hurried out of the barracks . 
 
   “Wa-wait please! Ms . Ju-hye, wait a minute!”
 
   He was a member of the dungeon support team . 
 
   “I’m finished! Let go! What’s the point of teaming up anyway? Aren’t we only catching some goblins? Let’s just do this as independent teams . ”
 
   “I agree . It’s easier and better that way . It’s comical to hold hands against goblins . ”
 
   Then two new voices came out from the tent . 
 
   That was enough information . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew how things were going right away . 
 
   ‘Failure to negotiate . ’
 
   According to the dungeon’s report, three parties applied for this dungeon . Two parties of five and one party of four . 14 people in total . Altogether, 15 people were registered after throwing Kim Woo-jin in the mix . 
 
   It was a privilege that Kim Woo-jin earned by using his wits . 
 
   Anyhow, the three parties probably met together to share their opinions and information before heading into the dungeon . Of course, Kim Woo-jin’s existence was ignored during those discussions . Most of them didn’t even recognize Kim Woo-jin’s name . 
 
   At first, they likely talked about cooperating with one and another . However, as one could see, they failed to come to an agreement . 
 
   ‘What happened is obvious . ’
 
   They probably bickered during the negotiations and couldn’t agree on leadership and distribution . 
 
   ‘They are all praised as promising stars by their respective guilds . Their pride prevents them from being a subordinate, especially when they are merely facing goblins . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   If you were allowed in a B rank dungeon, it meant that you were a very talented player with special qualifications and talent . 
 
   Furthermore, they are mostly level 10 players that awakened not long ago . 
 
   They took pride in their ability, and believed that the exceptional treatment they receive is due their exceptional talents and skills . They did not realize that they were no different from flowers in a greenhouse . 
 
   In terms of soccer, having that many people with great pride was like having 3 ace strikers . 
 
   ‘Moreover, currently, everyone considers each other as rivals . ’
 
   Not just three strikers but three strikers competing against each other to score . 
 
   ‘When put into practice, nobody wants to pass . ’
 
   They are just trying their hardest to score a goal on their own . 
 
   ‘It’s the best scenario for me . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was delighted with the situation . 
 
   ‘There’s no one to get in my way . ’
 
   With this, the three parties won’t be cooperating . 
 
   They will start competing over who will kill the dungeon boss first . 
 
   They probably see this as an opportunity to prove their worth instead of focusing on clearing the dungeon . It would not affect Kim Woo-jin even if everybody else got reckless . 
 
   ‘My hands won’t have to be covered in human blood . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t have to worry about killing anyone who bothered him this time . 
 
   “Hello, are you Mr . Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   “Yes . Yes I am . ”
 
   “I’m Lee Je-joon from the dungeon support team . I’m sorry to say this all of a sudden, but you have to join one of the three parties now for the dungeon run…”
 
   Nevertheless, Kim Woo-jin did not hesitate . 
 
   “It appears they have failed to reach an agreement . If so, please tell this to the three parties . ”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   “I’ll be fine by myself . ”
 
    
 
   Kie-ukk!
 
   It was the sound of a goblin’s dying gasp as it fell to the ground with its neck hanging down . 
 
   A translucent wire was wrapped around its neck . Such a weapon was what took the life of the goblin . The owner of that weapon was none other than Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Kwaak!
 
   Kim Woo-jin did not release the force to the wire even though the goblin’s body was already limp . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   Kie-ukk!
 
   It was the sound of a goblin dying once again . 
 
   He was just pretending to be dead . 
 
    
 
   If Kim Woo-jin believed the goblin was dead and loosened his grip, the goblin would have squeezed out every ounce of its remaining strength to struggle . If so, the goblins nearby would have noticed it . 
 
   Of course, if Kim Woo-jin wanted to, he could even fight against a few hundred goblins at his current level and skill . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Then if things were to get little rough, he could also just run away . 
 
   Nevertheless, the reason why Kim Woo-jin chose to act in the shadows was simple . 
 
   ‘The first thing I want to know is the capability of the Skeleton Soldier skill . ’
 
   It was all in order to measure the capability of Skeleton Soldier, a skill that he obtained very recently . 
 
   In fact, Kim Woo-jin probably didn’t even need to gather information about the surrounding terrain or the monsters . 
 
   He was the person with more experience in clearing dungeons and hunting monsters than anyone else in the world . 
 
   He had more than enough skill and confidence to utilize the surrounding area to his advantage, definitely way better than the Siek Goblin Tribe who resided here . 
 
   However, the Skeleton Soldier skill was different . Kim Woo-jin never used the Skeleton Soldier skill in his past life . Although… he did have a lot of experience fighting against it . 
 
   ‘Well, it should buy some time at least . ’
 
   He really didn’t expect much . 
 
   ‘It will probably have a hard time even winning against one goblin’
 
   A goblin skeleton summoned by Kim Woo-jin would have trouble defeating a living goblin . 
 
   ‘The Skeleton Soldier skill is only able to reveal its true value only when it is used in conjunction with other skills . ’
 
    
 
   Initially, Kim Woo-jin’s Skeleton Soldier skill was only at rank F . Not only that, the combat power of a skeleton soldier was also dependent on the user’s mana usage . The higher the mana used, the stronger the attack and defense of the skeleton soldier was . The Skeleton Soldier skill also required the support of a variety of other skills to truly become strong . 
 
   Still, it was necessary to test it out first to know for sure . 
 
   ‘Let’s just see how long it lasts . ’
 
   He needed to judge how much damage his skeleton soldier can withstand as well as its capability . 
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin immediately used his skill . 
 
   He didn’t need an incantation . 
 
   The flesh and muscles of the goblin’s corpse melted like ice cream on the asphalt . Kim Woo-jin injected his mana into the bones of the goblin then willed his mana to form a skeleton soldier . 
 
   Tteolgeureok! Tteolgeureok!
 
    
 
   The goblin corpse, which now had nothing left except its skeleton, rose from the ground . 
 
   Hwarr!
 
   The eyes of the goblin burned with white flames . 
 
   Kie?
 
   Just then, a new goblin appeared . As soon as the goblin appeared, the skeleton rushed straight at the goblin . 
 
   ‘Could it survive for at least 10 seconds? It would be much easier to hunt in the future if it could… I wonder if I’m expecting too much?’
 
   Kim Woo-jin watched the scene quietly . 
 
   ‘Oh my god…”
 
   When the battle began, Kim Woo-jin decided to completely revise his plan . 
 
   ‘Why is it so strong?’
 
   All of his plans, not just the attack on this dungeon . 
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   The strongest skeleton soldiers Kim Woo-jin knew of were the ones summoned by the King of the Undead . 
 
   He was the second highest level player next to the Messiah, Lee Se-joon . He possessed a boundless dominating mana . His mana was accumulated through countless achievements and the support of his halo . Johann Georg’s skeleton soldiers were also strengthened by a countless number of powerful skills to form an overwhelming foundation . His creations were monsters among monsters that made even monsters in the dungeons tremble in fear . 
 
    
 
   Their combined combat power was so great that even Kim Woo-jin could not afford to ignore them . 
 
   However, their combat techniques were lacking . 
 
   Their moves were easy to predict . 
 
   If skeleton soldiers with strong combat power were supported by advanced combat techniques, Johann Georg would have dominated the world long ago . 
 
   Unlike Johann Georg, the skeleton soldiers that Kim Woo-jin summoned didn’t have awful combat techniques . 
 
   The skill rank is F, the summoner’s level is 3, and the size of his mana pool is almost negligible . 
 
   It was a combat power that could not be described as strong . 
 
    
 
   Kieeehh!
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin’s skeleton soldier covered for its lack of combat power with good combat techniques when dealing with the goblin . 
 
   ‘I’m sure now . ’
 
   It was after the skeleton soldier killed its third goblin . 
 
   ‘It’s my style . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin noticed that his skeleton soldier was fighting like him . 
 
   In short, the combat skills of skeleton soldiers imitated their summoner . 
 
   In a way, the way it worked was obvious . 
 
   Although the world has changed to be like a game, there was no artificial intelligence controlling the summons like an actual game . Moreover, wasn’t it the summoner’s mana that allowed that brainless skeleton soldier to move?
 
   ‘It’s not unexpected at all . ’
 
   It is no wonder that the combat techniques of skeleton soldiers also come from their summoner . 
 
   ‘I didn’t think that this would be the result though . ’
 
   In Kim Woo-jin’s mind, it was unthinkable, let alone expected . 
 
   At the same time, it was a very important surprise . 
 
   There were no skeleton soldiers in any of Kim Woo-jin’s plans . 
 
   ‘This is going to change how I proceed . ’
 
   Of course the plan had to be changed . 
 
   ‘I can get rid of my obstacles a lot faster . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s plan shifted to a direction that would be more devastating for those who became his prey . 
 
    
 
    
 
   There were complaints that Kim Woo-jin heard a lot back when he was a part of the Messiah Guild . “Woo-jin oppa, please get in sync . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Seriously, please be considerate of the person behind you . ”
 
   “Hey, Kim Woo-jin! We’re can’t do things the way you do it!”
 
   “Be considerate of the people fighting with you . “
 
    
 
   That was just how Kim Woo-jin was . 
 
   He was different . 
 
   If everyone else was driving down the road in a normal car, it was like he was driving an F1 race car . 
 
   There was only one person in the Messiah Guild who could follow Kim Woo-jin’s pace . 
 
   The Messiah Lee Se-joon, he was the only one who was able to keep pace with Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   No, to be more accurate, Kim Woo-jin was the one that kept pace with Lee Se-joon . 
 
   Lee Se-joon was always the one who walked in front of Kim Woo-jin and led him . 
 
   Therefore, he learned how to fight more efficiently, hunt faster, and optimized his hunting strategy . 
 
   Naturally, he did not listen to his team’s complaints . 
 
   He didn’t even try . 
 
   He thought it was strange for them to complain when he was trying his hardest to save the world from this damn game . 
 
   He thought that Lee Se-joon, the hero who will save the world, would agree with him . 
 
   ‘I understand what they were saying to me now . ’
 
   However, Kim inevitably had to reflect on himself after trying to assist a skeleton soldier that fought like him . 
 
   ‘It has no consideration for its ally . ’
 
   The skeleton soldier that Kim Woo-jin summoned never backed out despite its small size and fleshless bones . 
 
   Kieeehh!
 
   Kya!
 
   When they found a group of goblins, it rushed in without hesitation . Instead, they avoided attacks and fought a fierce melee amidst its enemies . 
 
   ‘This is just a mess…’
 
   It resulted in an utter mess . 
 
   That was Kim Woo-jin’s style . 
 
   Head-on engagements were a disadvantageous to him due to always being againsts a large number of enemies . 
 
   He would initiate a brawl, killing them one by one until all his enemies were finished . 
 
    
 
   In other words, it meant that those who fought along with him were also forced into a brawl . 
 
   ‘No, I’d say it’s utter chaos . ’
 
   This kind of chaotic fight was dangerous for those who lacked individual combat skills . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s skeleton soldier verified this truth with the result on its body . 
 
   Although it knew how to fight like Kim Woo-jin, there was a limit to the capability of the goblin skeleton . The chaotic fighting ultimately had a dire toll on the goblin skeleton’s body . 
 
   Kyaah!
 
   Kieehhh!
 
   The attacks of the goblins chipped away at the body of the skeleton . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The skeleton paid the price for wanting to fight a brawl without the necessary ability . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   Jjwaak!
 
   The sound of a whip cracked over a goblin’s back . 
 
   It formed a wound deep enough to see the spine . 
 
   However, the pain was even worse than the wound . 
 
   Kkeuk!
 
   The goblin, slashed by the whip, fainted with its eyes rolled without even letting out a proper scream . 
 
   Jjwaak!
 
   In the meantime, Kim Woo-jin’s whip tore the neck of another goblin . 
 
   Kkeuk!
 
   Again, a goblin fell where it stood . It died in excruciating pain, briefly screaming before dying . 
 
   One goblin left . 
 
   Kieeee!
 
   Upon confirming the sudden death of its colleagues, the goblin’s eyes immediately fixed towards Kim, and then froze . 
 
   Puk!
 
   At that moment, a sword held by the goblin skeleton penetrated into the side of the goblin . 
 
   Kieehhh!
 
   That concluded the battle . 
 
    
 
   [You Have Leveled Up]
 
    
 
   At the same time, a notification sounded to announce his level-up
 
   After the sound, Kim looked around . He was on guard before raising his stats . 
 
   ‘Hmm?’
 
   Then he saw the goblin skeleton staring at him . 
 
   It had fiery, burning eyes as if it belonged to a hunting dog that was still hungry . 
 
   Those eyes even installed fear in its owner . 
 
   Lee Se-joon, I can vaguely understand how you felt when you looked at me . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin felt deep satisfaction from what he felt . 
 
   ‘You fucked me over because you were afraid that I would be a hunting dog that turned on you and shred you apart . ’
 
   No, he wasn’t just satisfied . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s eyes also began to look similar to his goblin skeleton . 
 
   ‘I’ll gladly become that hunting dog . ’
 
   His eyes expressed violence like that of a hound . 
 
    
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   For the players, their nicknames were, in a way, an indication of their value . 
 
   In that sense, the nickname “hunting dog” was inappropriate . 
 
   Was it possible to describe Kim Woo-jin’s value that defeated even the so-called “king” players with the words “hunting dog”?
 
   Nevertheless, Kim Woo-jin had many reasons to be nicknamed the “hunting dog . ”
 
   One of them was the lack of time . 
 
   Literally . 
 
    
 
   Players with nicknames that gave off admiration proved their value over a long period of time to earn their nickname . 
 
   Johann Georg, the King of the Undead, was not a king from the beginning . 
 
   Brain Janna, the King of Deadly Poisons, were not called that from the beginning either . 
 
   Their nicknames were developed steadily and firmly over course of many years . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, on the other hand, became strong faster than anyone else . 
 
   They simply didn’t have enough time to give him a new nickname . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s hunting ability was that fast . 
 
   Even though he became a player much later than Lee Se-joon, he caught up to Lee Se-joon before anyone else . 
 
   Eventually, Lee Se-joon felt threatened enough to stab Kim Woo-jin’s heart with a sword . 
 
    
 
   [You Have Leveled Up]
 
    
 
   When Kim Woo-jin began hunting in earnest, naturally, his pace was unparalleled . 
 
    
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld Is Astonished By Your Ability . ]
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s halo showed him greater favoritism than anyone else, even the Emissary of the Underworld admired his abilities . 
 
    
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld Delivers to You Some of His Power . ]
 
    
 
   By his achievements, Kim Woo-jin won favor from his halo . 
 
    
 
   [The Rank of The Skeleton Soldier Skill Is Increased By One . ]
 
    
 
   Originally, it was only possible to increase the rank of his Skeleton Soldier skill by killing monsters with this skill until he reached at least level 20 . However, the increase in rank was possible right away due to the halo’s gift . 
 
    
 
   ‘I am better than Johann Georg, I guess?’
 
    
 
   The fact that Kim Woo-jin’s proficiency with his Skeleton Soldier skill was better than Johann Georg was the evidence . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was a great deed . 
 
   Yet Kim Woo-jin was not pleased by this level of accomplishment . 
 
   There was no reason to be particularly pleased . 
 
   ‘I have to at least maintain this pace to beat Johann Georg . ’
 
   His opponent was still running at a pace similar to him but at a distance too far ahead to compare . 
 
   In order to catch up to his enemies, Kim Woo-jin had to do much more . 
 
   He had to deal with all the players who didn’t intend to end this game and he had to also finish this game . 
 
   There was no reason to make a fuss over such a small gift . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin quickly settled the situation . 
 
   “Status Window . ”
 
    
 
   [Kim Woo-jin]
 Level: 5 Halo: The Emissary of the Underworld Status: Constitution (20)/Energy (2)/Mana (3) Achievement: 1 accomplishment Unallocated Points: 3 
   After opening his status window, he invested all the points he gained from his level-ups into constitution . 
 
   “Skill Window . ”
 
   Immediately after, Kim Woo-jin opened his skill window to see the transformation of his ranked-up Skeleton Soldier skill . 
 
    
 
   [Skeleton Soldier]
 Skill Rank: E Skill Effect: Using a corpse as a sacrifice, a skeleton soldier is summoned . Number of Skeletons That Can Be Summoned: 2 
    
 
   ‘Two . ’
 
    
 
   Now, the number of skeleton soldiers he could summon was two . 
 
   It was already enough for them to be able to grasp his combat skills . Kim Woo-jin immediately prepared for his next hunt . 
 
   If possible, he intended to hunt until he exterminated all the goblins in the dungeon . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s piercing eyes surely suggested so . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   Ppiyiyikk!
 
   A sharp sound reverberated in the sky, rocking everyone’s eardrums . 
 
   It wasn’t a sound that could be produced from the body of an animal .  It also wasn’t the sound of a monster either . 
 
   ‘A rescue signal…’
 
   It was a signal used by players when requesting a rescue . 
 
   With that, a party got in contact with him . 
 
   As soon as he heard the sound, Kim Woo-jin’s expression changed . 
 
   It was a look of intrigue . 
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   Players do not get along at all . 
 
   Particularly in dungeons, the players become very tense . 
 
   Monsters will be monsters, but the main source of tension came from the competition among players that fiercely increased . 
 
   The tension was palpable . 
 
   If a dungeon is cleared, it will disappear whether or not the player’s body is still inside . 
 
   In other words, there is no better environment for killing someone you don’t like . 
 
   Even so, there were cases where a player would send out a rescue signal . 
 
    
 
   ‘Even my sworn enemy is fine, so anyone… please!’
 
    
 
   The state of Yang Se-kyung’s party was very dire . 
 
   Her party’s situation did not look hopeful at all . 
 
   Kieeuuu!
 
   Kieehh!
 
   A group of over 50 goblins surrounded Yang Se-kyung’s party as they glared with killing intent . 
 
   “How does it look?”
 
   “The wound is too deep . I need to stitch this properly . ”
 
   Meanwhile, the formation of Yang Se-kyung’s party was arranged in a semi-circular position . In the center was a man with his back leaning against a tree, vomiting blood . Another man in front of him was working hard to treat him . 
 
   “Damn it! Why did it have to be the priest?”
 
   The one who was injured was the healer . 
 
   It was one of the worst problems that a party could face . 
 
   The value of a healer was indescribable in a dungeon where supplies were limited . 
 
   ‘Which one attacked him?’
 
   What drove Yang Se-kyung even crazier was the fact that she could not tell which goblin attacked their healer . 
 
   No, that wasn’t a goblin . 
 
   ‘Damn it . I’m sure . There’s someone who can transform into a goblin . ’
 
   If it was just a goblin, it wouldn’t be able to tackle one of Yang Se-kyung’s members and stab the priest deep in the ribs with a blunt knife . 
 
    
 
   There was something wearing the mask of a goblin . 
 
   ‘I was too careless . Come to think of it, there wouldn’t just be goblins in a B-rank dungeon…’
 
   A mysterious monster far stronger than a goblin was wearing a mask that looked like a goblin . Moreover, it was targeting Yang Se-kyung’s group . 
 
   They had no choice but to hastily fire a rescue signal . 
 
   ‘Anyone is fine so please…’
 
   Despite her wish, Yang Se-kyung did not think that the chances of receiving help was high . 
 
   First of all, it was unlikely that those who noticed the rescue signal were nearby . It was also difficult to say that those who did come to help would be much stronger than Yang Se-kyung’s party . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   It was obvious that those who could help would be aware of the risks and would move with caution . 
 
   Simply put, it would take a long time for the rescue to come . The priest who urgently needed emergency treatments was most likely going to die . 
 
   ‘Fuck . ’
 
   When Yang Se-kyung’s thoughts reached this point, her eyes revealed hopelessness . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   Hwaruruc!
 
   Flames spread in the front of the Yang Se-kyung’s party!
 
   “Fire?”
 
   Kieehh?
 
   Surprised, Yang Se-kyung’s party and the goblins both turned toward the direction of the fire . Puk!
 
   Then an object the size of a goblin’s head flew toward the distracted goblins . 
 
   Kkeuk!
 
   A goblin was struck by something and fell to the ground after spurting out a brief scream . 
 
   Pu-ukk!
 
   Then a few more objects flew in and struck the goblins’ heads . 
 
   Kieeehh!
 
   The goblins were outraged by the nuisance . 
 
   However, the anger did not last long . 
 
   Kieehh?
 
   It was because they recognized the fact that they were not attacked with stones but with heads of their own family members . 
 
   The murderous, bloodthirsty atmosphere of the battlefield began to cool down rapidly . 
 
   ‘I, I wonder who it is?’
 
   ‘I can’t believe they cut their heads and threw it…’
 
   ‘Horrifying . ’
 
   Even the members of Yang Se-kyung’s party, who were surrounded by goblins were terrified by the scene . 
 
   As a result, there were no more goblins who were not afraid remaining in the vicinity . 
 
   The goblins looked around with a terrified expression . 
 
   Jjwaak!
 
   The sound of a whip tearing at the flesh of goblins filled the air . 
 
   Kkeuk!
 
   A goblin that was hit by the whip gave off a shriek . 
 
   The situation was essentially settled with that . 
 
   A spreading path of fire, flying heads of their own people, an enemy attack that began and ended with screams of their companions . 
 
   In such situation, could the goblins really have the ability to regain their composure and act calmly?
 
   Kieeehh!
 
   Kieeee!
 
   The goblins began to flee . 
 
   “Ah!”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   As the tables turned, Yang Se-kyung and her party breathed a sigh of relief without realizing it . 
 
   ‘They came . ’
 
   ‘Thank God . ’
 
   The feeling of relief after surviving a near death experience overwhelmed them . However, those feelings did not last long . 
 
   “I don’t know who you are but thank you for your help… Huh?”
 
   It was because the person who showed up was completely unexpected . 
 
   “Nam… what was your name again?”
 
   “I’m Kim Woo-jin”
 
   Kim Woo-jin appeared . 
 
    
 
   Not long after the goblins left, other two parties arrived . 
 
   The questions those two parties asked were the same . 
 
   “What? Everyone’s fine?”
 
   “Where are the monsters? You didn’t send a rescue signal because you wanted to someone to talk to, did you?”
 
   They had questions regarding what happened even though everything was pretty much over . 
 
   “Oh, that kkakdugi came as well . His name… what was it again?”
 
   “What? Oh, did you join their party? I see that you are not a good judge of character . Anway, what was your name?”
 
   They also did not know Kim Woo-jin’s name . 
 
   “What did you say? This dude?”
 
   “This dude saved you guys?”
 
   Naturally, both of the parties were quite surprised that Kim Woo-jin saved Yang Se-kyung’s party . 
 
   Of course, surprise wasn’t same as respect . 
 
   “I heard that you guys cleared a dungeon by yourselves before… but to request for help because of a small incident like this… I guess you weren’t much . ”
 
   “Tsk, tsk, this wouldn’t have happened if you lowered your head to us before entering the dungeon . ”
 
   Rather, the two parties belittled Yang Se-kyung’s party for being rescued by Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   It was also their way of looking down on Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   They did not consider Kim Woo-jin to be a significant player . 
 
   Such an audit did not offend Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   It didn’t make him angry at all . 
 
   First of all, these stuff were none of Kim Woo-jin’s business . 
 
   Before Kim Woo-jin returned to the past, everyone here was just one of the 119 sacrificial lambs lost to the dungeon . 
 
   To Kim Woo-jin, their attitude did not matter . 
 
   ‘Right now is a good time . How I can lure them into agreeing to some bets?‘
 
   Kim Woo-jin was working towards this . 
 
   “It doesn’t seem like there are only goblins . According to their story, there is probably a monster capable of transforming within the group of goblins… perhaps a mutant goblin . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin studied the leaders of the two parties while saying these words . 
 
   “Aren’t you mistaken? Originally, you can be bitten by a chihuahua but afterwards, it can become a bulldog in the story, right?”
 
   “It probably was a mistake . I mean, why would the goblins run away if they had someone so strong? Are you telling me they ran away because they were scared of just you?”
 
   Of course, their attitude was apathetic . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Just in case, we should work together and combine our strength . ”
 
   “Ah, I’m done . That discussion already ended before we entered the dungeon . Let’s just take care of ourselves . ”
 
   “If you die, it’s your destiny . Isn’t this a place where everyone fights for their lives? You shouldn’t have come to the dungeon if you were afraid of dying . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was repeatedly ignored . 
 
   Yet, Kim Woo-jin insisted on speaking . 
 
   “But aren’t we all from the Phoenix Guild? I think we should at least work together little bit . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin gave a long sigh and continued . 
 
   “It’s not like we’re betting on who’s going to kill the boss monster, we should cooperate…”
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   “I like the sound of that . ”
 
   A man interrupted Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “No wonder I was bored . I guess it’s because there wasn’t any prize . Did you say you were Kim Woo-jin? You spoke well . Let’s make a bet . Like giving something to the one who catches the boss of the dungeon . ”
 
   This was the moment when they bit Kim Woo-jin’s bait . 
 
   Of course, nobody could see through the ruse . 
 
   “How about cash? Huh? How about a hundred million each? Shall we make a prize pool of about 1 . 5 billion won? Everybody’s got enough to spare . ”
 
   Rather, the man continued to talk boldly about making a bet . 
 
   “If you are scared, you can just get the fuck out of here . ”
 
   He even threw a provocation . 
 
   “Only 100 million?”
 
   And in response to the provocation, Yang Se-kyung responded with another provocation . 
 
   She had been desperate for help from anyone a little while ago, but her personality would not allow her to tolerate such provocation . 
 
   No, she was even more furious because she was helped by Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘Shit, if the dungeon is cleared like this, I wouldn’t be able to show my face in public . ’
 
   If the dungeon was cleared, she and her team were likely to be known as a group of nobodies who was saved by a nobody . 
 
   “Then how about 300 million instead of 100 million?”
 
   The other party leader was willing to take the bet . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   “Wait, wait a minute . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who remained silent, said with a voice full of nervousness . 
 
   “I don’t have that kind of money . Even my car is a light car cause I don’t have the money…”
 
   However, the people around him did not pay attention to Kim Woo-jin’s worries . They were more interested in Kim Woo-jin’s words . 
 
   A man shouted . 
 
   “Let’s bet our car keys . The one that kills the boss takes all the cars in the parking lot . ”
 
    
 
   “Next time, don’t send a rescue signal . It’s annoying . ”
 
   “Let’s meet outside the dungeon . Don’t forget to have your car keys ready . I’ll pay for the taxi fare at least . ”
 
   The three parties scattered again after the farewells . 
 
   Naturally, there was no interest in Kim Woo-jin during that process . 
 
   “Thank you . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The only attention Kim Woo-jin received was from Yang Se-kyung and her party as they expressed their gratitude . 
 
   This kind of treatment made Kim Woo-jin feel a little miffed . 
 
   ‘I didn’t expect to be overlooked this much…’
 
   Although he expected that he wouldn’t be treated well, and even wanted to be ignored… to think he would be ignored to such an extent?
 
   ‘They deserved to be annihilated . ’
 
   It was also understandable why the Phoenix guild allowed players like these to become test subjects for this dungeon . ‘Of course those bastards weren’t able to deal with the slime properly… they lack the eyesight to observe their surroundings well enough . ’
 
   Slime . 
 
   It was the boss monster that currently resided in this dungeon . 
 
   It was also a very annoying monster to deal with . 
 
   Although slimes in normal games and novels were even more of a fodder monster than goblins, it was different here . 
 
   Slimes, which can change its form into any monster, were extremely troublesome to deal with .  It was far more troublesome than anyone would imagine . In order to go against it, experience of dealing with various monsters was required . 
 
   ‘It was comical to expect the players to have enough experience when they were only Lv 10 at most . ’
 
   Even though the players here were promising and had excellent qualifications and talent, they lacked the necessary experience . 
 
   That’s why this dungeon turned into a tomb for many promising talents . 
 
   The players who had enough combat experience to capture the slime hidden among a crowd of goblins could be counted on one hand . 
 
   Of course, it wasn’t a problem for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   In the end, the circumstances unfolded in the way Kim Woo-jin desired . 
 
   ‘Anyway, I guess I can get more benefits from this predicament . ’
 
   Due to their high self-esteem, a competition with prizes was created . Moreover, the prizes weren’t small . 
 
   ‘Thank god . I wouldn’t have enough money to fully arm all the skeleton soldiers even if I had all the money in the world . ’
 
   Furthermore, after he confirmed the combat capabilities of his skeleton soldiers, there was a need to invest in their equipment in earnest right away . 
 
   That was not the only reason Kim Woo-jin had in mind . 
 
   ‘They’ll voluntarily act as bait . ’
 
   More importantly to Kim Woo-jin, the three parties will only aim to catch the slime, the boss monster . 
 
   The three parties will actively explore and chase the slime, ignoring the rest . 
 
   ‘While they do that, all I have to do is diligently catch the small fries . ’
 
    
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, having the slime as a dessert after having his fill on goblins that were overflowing within this dungeon was the most appropriate strategy . 
 
   Two goblin skeletons expressed their will to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Tteol-geu-reok! Tteol-geu-reok!
 
   They were signaling that they were eager to fight . 
 
    
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld Has Taken Interest In Your Battle . ]
 
    
 
   And Kim Woo-jin’s halo prompted Kim Woo-jin to fight . 
 
   Thump! Thump!
 
   And Kim Woo-jin’s heart also urged Kim Woo-jin to fight . 
 
   The hunting dog’s slaughter has begun . 
  Kkakdugi = radish cubes 
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   The most important preparation when clearing a dungeon was deciding the amount of food rations to bring . 
 
   Really good players can plan precisely how much food they will consume even before entering the dungeon . 
 
   Of course, players with mediocre talent can be good planners as well . 
 
   That’s just a fact of life . 
 
   Making a plan was something even an elementary school student could do . 
 
   For instance, making a schedule for their summer assignments . 
 
   The hard part was following through on the plan . 
 
   In this sense, it was not easy to follow the plan inside a dungeon . 
 
   First of all, there were too many variables to consider in a dungeon . 
 
   The biggest variables were the players . 
 
   There is no way to predict what each human would do . 
 
   For example, starting a competition for killing the boss monster . 
 
   Of course, it is impossible to just attack it right from the beginning . 
 
   In the case of goblins, there are always over fifty goblins following around their leader . Most of the day, they spend their time in their den, where hundreds of goblins reside . 
 
   Then what should you do?
 
   You can wait . 
 
   Wait for the boss monster to leave their den with its minions, which usually happen to lie in the middle of a forest . 
 
   Of course, waiting was not all you had to do . 
 
   It may work out if you could visually distinguish which one is the boss; otherwise, targeting the boss can be tricky . 
 
   You have to be certain which one is the boss . If you are mistaken, that is, if you attack the wrong monster… it can put your whole party in a very dire situation . 
 
   Actually, targeting the boss was not a bad idea . 
 
   After all, wasn’t the most difficult part over if you dispose of the boss?
 
   As I mentioned before, the problem was that wasting time like this when you have a limited amount of food was no better than throwing your food in a dumpster . 
 
   It is natural to be worried about these problems; even though that anxiety might turn into recklessness later on . 
 
   ‘They should be moving soon . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin . He moved the moment when other people’s anxiety turned into recklessness . 
 
    
 
   On the fourth day inside the dungeon, a five-man party led by Kim Sun-jong jumped at a group of goblins . “That’s him! That guy over there with a scar on his head!”
 
   Their goal was obvious . 
 
   “Let’s finish this quickly . ”
 
   Blitzkrieg!
 
   Their aim was to kill the slime disguised as a goblin in an instant!
 
   Of course, they were confident . 
 
   First of all, they figured out that a slime attacked Yang Se-kyung’s party, and they identified the slime that was disguised as a goblin . 
 
   Their confidence in defeating the boss was also at its peak . 
 
   ‘It’s just a slime, it’s going to be so easy . ’
 
   “Slime!”
 
   ‘What a laughable name . ’
 
   On the other hand, Kim Sun-jong and his group were promising players recognized by the one and only Phoenix Guild . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Furthermore, Kim Sun-jong had the experience of clearing an E-rank goblin dungeon by himself, rightfully receiving his nickname, ‘Goblin Slayer!’
 
   Although only about ten people in the world knew about his nickname, he was extremely confident in fighting against goblins regardless of the situation . 
 
   His weapons were also rare items, each of them were worth as much as 800 million won . 
 
   ‘That Lamborghini is mine . ’
 
   ‘I always wanted a Bentley, this is great . ’
 
   Kim Sun-jong and his party also had a strong motivation to empower them toward their goal . They had enough determination to last for a few days even after the boss was slain!
 
   On the other hand, that was it . 
 
   They only had confidence and determination, no solid plan for actually realizing their goal . 
 
   Kim Sun-jong, the leader of the party, realized that when he slashed the goblin with a scar on his head with a 800 million won sword . 
 
   Puk!
 
   His sword cleanly slashed through the body of the goblin . 
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   At that moment, Kim Sun-jong’s goblin slayer instincts told him . 
 
   ‘It’s not this guy…’
 
   It told him that this one was just a real goblin . 
 
   It’s not the boss slime monster . 
 
   The real slime was behind Kim Sun-jong . 
 
   Keuaaaa!
 
   When Kim Sun-jong turned his head after realizing the situation, a punch came from a slime that transformed into an ugly orc, not a goblin . The punch headed toward his face . 
 
   Kim Sun-jong tightly closed his eyes . 
 
   Kaang!
 
   At that moment, the orc’s fist rushed towards Kim Sun-jong’s head, who was wearing a helmet . 
 
   Ppudeug!
 
   The sounds of broken bones crackled from Kim Sun-jong’s neck . 
 
   “Hey Sun-jong!”
 
   “Mr . Sun-jong!”
 
   Immediately, cries for his name poured out as well . 
 
   Kuung!
 
   Finally, Kim Sun-jong’s body hit the ground . 
 
   “Ugh!”
 
   A gasp came out of Kim Sun-jong’s mouth . 
 
   In other words, Kim Sun-jong was still alive . 
 
   Of course, he was only alive . 
 
   It was impossible for him to fight with a broken neck . 
 
   He was lucky to survive . However, his fellow companions weren’t lucky at all . 
 
   Kieeehh!
 
   Keuaaaa!
 
   While a group of goblins and the slime with the form of an orc still remaining, Kim Sun-jong’s party now had to fight with a burden known as Kim Sun-jong . 
 
   At this moment, an alarm flashed through everyone’s head . 
 
   ‘Shouldn’t we abandon him?’
 
   ‘According to the instruction manuals, we should abandon him . ’
 
   They had to struggle with the fact that everyone might die if they continue to try to save Kim Sun-jong . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   However, no one could out-right say that they should abandon Kim Sun-jong . 
 
   ‘The rescue signal…’
 
   The best option they had was to ask for help . 
 
   Unfortunately, even that did not happen . 
 
   In their heads, they remembered how they ridiculed and laughed at the members of Yang Se-kyung’s party . 
 
   Pride . A human defect that always led people to make terrible choices, held them back . 
 
   “Gather around Kim Sun-jong!”
 
   “Heal him while we stop the monster!”
 
   “Yes!”
 
   Finally, Kim Sun-jong’s party decided to protect Kim Sun-jong . 
 
   Three people surrounded Kim Sun-jong as if they were guarding him, and one healer started treating him . 
 
   Meanwhile, the goblins and a slime in orc form attacked the party . 
 
   Kieeehh!
 
   The goblins in the distance threw stones . 
 
   Kaya!
 
   The goblins nearby charged toward the party . 
 
   Kaang!
 
   The slime in orc form struck a shield that was stopping its path with hammer-like fists . 
 
   “Fucking goblin bastards!”
 
   “Hang in there! Hold out till the end!”
 
   Just the fact that they were not screaming or getting overwhelmed with fear was proof that Kim Sun-jong’s group was more competent than most parties . 
 
   By all means, they had no intention of prolonging this battle . They would flee as soon as Kim Sun-jong received the minimal treatment to allow him to escape . 
 
   “It’s finished!”
 
   Finally, it was time . 
 
   “We are gonna fire one!”
 
   The magician in the rear finished preparing his spell and fired a gigantic fireball toward the horde of goblins . 
 
   Kkwaleung!
 
   On impact, the huge ball of fire exploded like a grenade . 
 
   Kieeehh!
 
   As the goblins screamed and died, Kim Sun-jong’s companions fled with Kim Sun-jong . 
 
   Keuaaaa!
 
   The slime in orc form let out a horrifying shriek toward Kim Sun-jong’s party . 
 
   “Chase after them!”
 
   It commanded the goblins . 
 
   Kieeee… . 
 
   Inadvertently, after hearing the command of their leader, the goblins stepped back in horror . 
 
   It was a goblin’s instinct to be terrified by the voice of their natural predator, an orc . 
 
   Facing such a dilemma, the slime immediately reverted back to the form of a goblin . 
 
   The orc’s body melted like a candle, and in an instant it solidified into a goblin . 
 
   Kieeehh!
 
   The slime gave out the order to pursue Kim Sun-jong’s party once again . 
 
   Then the goblins began to chase the party, one by one . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   However, many of the goblins were still hesitant . 
 
   Kieeehh!
 
   The slime screamed at the goblins once more, and the hesitant goblins finally moved their ass . 
 
   Kieeee!
 
   The slime’s face was wrinkled by the sight of the pathetic goblins . He wore a look of rage . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   Something emerged from behind the slime . 
 
   Kieeehh?
 
   The moment the frustrated slime turned its head, translucent wires was already wrapped around his neck . 
 
   Paang!
 
   The wire was pulled tightly as the slime turned its head and looked into the eyes of the person behind him . 
 
   The slime’s eyes enlarged to the point that it looked like it was about to pop out . 
 
   Kii, kek…
 
   Sounds of choking and desperate gasps for air came out from the slime . 
 
   Tteolgeureok!Tteolgeureok!
 
   Rustling from Kim Woo-jin’s skeleton soldiers as they rushed toward the slime with knives was also heard . 
 
   In a moment, the slime changed its form to that of an orc . 
 
   He wanted to increase the thickness of his neck to that of an orc, and not something as flimsy and weak like a goblin . 
 
   He intended to cut the translucent wire around his neck in one brisk motion . 
 
   Keuheok!
 
   However, the translucent wires did not break, it did not even stretch . 
 
   ‘It is made from spider web from snake spiders that only appear in three floor dungeons . It isn’t something that you can break out of . ’
 
   The astonishing strength of the spider silk suddenly became apparent, which costs about 10 million won per meter . 
 
   Moreover, the advantage of the snake spider’s web wasn’t just the high tensile strength and low elasticity, it was an extremely strong adherent as well . 
 
   It was as if the slime’s neck was chained to an inseverable collar . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Around that time, the skeleton soldiers began their onslaught . 
 
   The skeleton soldiers did not swing their knives around like clueless goblins . 
 
   They found out it was more effective to make small cuts and wounds rather than stabbing with all their strength . 
 
   Swiik! Swiik!
 
   Like that, skeleton soldiers littered the orc shaped slime’s body with cuts and wounds . 
 
   Kie, Kiee!
 
   At this moment, there was only one thing that the slime could do . 
 
   Smaller, it had to change its form into something that was smaller than an orc . The slime’s form began to change from an orc back into a goblin . 
 
   Naturally, the pressure around its neck lessened . 
 
   However, when it transformed back to a goblin once again, its face became extremely pale . 
 
   Puheup!
 
   Blood spurted out from the slime’s mouth, which was currently in the form of a goblin . 
 
   [Blood Poisoning Has Poisoned the Transformed Slime . ]
 
    
 
   ‘It was worth diligently drawing out its blood . ’
 
   When the slime became smaller, the concentration of Kim Woo-jin’s poisonous blood inside its body became more concentrated until it became lethal . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   [You Have Leveled Up . ] [You Have Reached Lv 10 . Your Inventory is Increased By Two Slots] [The Achievement ‘Transformed Slime Hunter’ Has Been Obtained] [The Emissary of the Underworld Marvels At Your Growth . Your Inventory is Increased By Two Slots] [The Emissary of the Underworld Gifts a Catalogue Due to Your Outstanding Growth . ]
 
    
 
   The notification that signaled the end of the battle was heard . 
 
   But Kim did not stop at the announcement . 
 
   Instead, Kim dug through the melted body of the slime, which was now translucent . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin picked up a ring . 
 
   At that moment, a single holographic window appeared before him . 
 
   [Transformed Slime’s Ring]
 Item Rank: Unique Must be Lv10 or higher to use Item Explanation: It is the core of the transformed slime . It has a very special effect . When Equipped Constitution +10 When Equipped Energy +10 When Equipped Mana +10 
   Transformed Slime’s Ring . 
 
   It was a unique item . 
 
   It possessed options befitting a unique item . 
 
   It was hard to find an item that gave so much stats at level 10 . 
 
   Moreover, it wasn’t even a weapon, it was an accessory . 
 
   If he were to sell it, he could get enough money to buy all the cars in the parking lot right now . 
 
   ‘It’s as Jae-hoon said . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t planning on selling such a nice item . 
 
   That was the opposite of his intentions . 
 
   ‘It was worth the effort . ’
 
   In order to raise money for nice items, Kim Woo-jin endured all the mockery and contempt . 
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin wore the ring without any hesitation . 
 
   “Status window . ”
 
   The status page instantly appeared before him . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin]
 Level: 10 Halo: The Emissary of the Underworld Stats: Constitution (32+12)/ Energy (2+12)/ Mana (3+12) Achievements: 2 Titles Unallocated Point: 3 
   Kim Woo-jin allocated all the unallocated stat points that he received from the level ups to his constitution . 
 
   There’s only one thing left now . 
 
   ‘Let’s end it after checking out the catalogue . ’
 
   He had to check out the catalogue given to players for their respectable halo once they reached Lv10 . 
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin did not expect much from it . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew that his luck wasn’t so great when it came to catalogues . 
 
   “Catalogue . ”
 
   Then there was no brilliance coming from the thin catalogue that appeared . 
 
   ‘Like I thought, there is no light…’
 
   There was no silver light, or gold light . 
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   Instead, there was one page that appeared to be made of obsidian . 
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   All the items that one could get from a dungeon are divided into four ranks: normal, rare, unique, and legendary . 
 
   Of these, the value of legendary rank items were priceless . 
 
   To be precise, one cannot replace a legendary item no matter the cost . 
 
   This is because there are no duplicates of legendary items . 
 
   It was also the reason why players sometimes started wars to kill each other rather than the monsters . 
 
   Legendary items became a necessity for dungeons with six or more floors . 
 
   Furthermore, if players were able to enter dungeons that were higher than six floors, they were most likely the best players in their respective guilds . 
 
   The more prominent the Messiah guild became, the more conflicts between players intensified . 
 
   Naturally, the guilds who did not wish for the Messiah Guild’s success in clearing the dungeons refused to cooperate with them . In the end, the Messiah Guild had to resort to violence . 
 
   Their favorite method of violence that they utilized in his past life was himself, the hunting dog, Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   After the 7 floor dungeons appeared, Kim Woo-jin spent more days working on hunting players rather than monsters . 
 
   In a way, the situation for legendary item was not as bad as for legendary skills . 
 
   You could rob the items, but in order to obtain legendary skills, you either had to make a deal with the skill’s owner or else the only other thing you could do was kill the owner . 
 
   Of course, the existence of a legendary skill was kept a secret even among close friends . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin just acquired such a skill . 
 
   [Eyes of Anubis]
 Required Condition: Emissary of the Underworld Skill Level: Lv 1 or higher Skill Effect: Allow the user to glimpse a dead person’s memory . 
   A legendary rank skill!
 
   ‘Eyes of Anubis . ’
 
   Furthermore, Kim Woo-jin knew the owner of this skill in his previous life . 
 
   ‘It was Detective Arsene’s ability . ’
 
   Detective Arsene . 
 
   This person had an amazing detective ability .  He could track mysterious or unknown items . 
 
   He made enormous profits from the war that began in 2025 . 
 
   He eventually became a member of the Messiah guild in a branch located in China . He made critical contributions to the Messiah guild . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had a very close relationship with him . 
 
   Once Detective Arsene tracked the location of an item the Messiah guild needed, the hunting dog Kim Woo-jin went on a hunt to retrieve the item . 
 
   ‘This skill made a mediocre nobody into a monster that toyed with other people’s lives . ’
 
   Detective Arsene’s ability was mainly thanks to this skill, ‘Eyes of Anubis . ’
 
   It can read the memory of the dead . This was the best ability when it comes to making someone a great detective . 
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin did not like him . 
 
   In the first place, he chose the Messiah guild only because he determined that the Messiah Guild would provide him the greatest benefits in the later stages the game . 
 
   He did not join the Messiah Guild for its noble values or ideology . 
 
   ‘I bet it was the first name Lee Se-joon crossed out on the kill list . ’
 
   On the other hand, Kim Woo-jin was probably the first name to be placed on the kill list . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had very good reasons to hate such a person . 
 
   ‘Who would have thought I would retire him like this . ’
 
   Anyway, to Kim Woo-jin, it was an unexpected harvest . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘The Messiah Guild no longer has their hunting dog/detective duo . ’
 
   The detective and hunting dog who played a crucial role in securing the items for the Messiah guild has now disappeared . 
 
   ‘And…’
 
   However, the primary reason Kim Woo-jin welcomed the skill was something different . 
 
   ‘Park Shin-hye . Once I kill that bitch, I will be able see her memories and the plans of those bastards . ’
 
   What the purpose and agenda of the Messiah Guild was and how involved that person was . 
 
   How the Messiah Guild reached out to the world and eventually swallowed it . 
 
   The Eyes of Anubis will make it possible . 
 
   The potential for the Eyes of Anubis was endless . 
 
   The world was full of people who hid illegally acquired wealth obtained through crooked plots and outrageous crimes . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled and pulverized the obsidian skill page in his hand . 
 
   The powdered obsidian rode his arm and merged into Kim Woo-jin’s two eyes . 
 
   Afterwards, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes turned pitch black . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   [You Have Acquired Eyes of Anubis] [Achievement ‘Legendary Successor’ Has Been Acquired] [Achievement ‘Eyes of Anubis’ Has Been Acquired] [Due to the Effect of Achievement ‘Legendary Successor’, Your Inventory Space is Increased By 5] [Due to the Effect of Achievement ‘Eyes of Anubis’, Your Inventory Space is Increased By 5] [The Emissary of the Underworld is Very Intrigued By Your Choice]
 
   Kim Woo-jin kept hearing messages about his newly acquired power through the notifications . 
 
    
 
   Just like how every city has its districts, there exists factions in a guild . 
 
   Rather, on the contrary, no other type of organization is more likely to form factions than a guild . 
 
   Basically, the players usually group in parties of four or five . 
 
   On the other hand, there are usually hundreds of players in a guild, and over a thousand in the case of the large guilds such as the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   Hundreds of parties have gathered in one guild, and they are treated differently depending on their abilities and performance . 
 
   However, it isn’t their ideology or values that bind them together . 
 
   It’s a situation where it’s inevitable for factions to arise . 
 
   As soon as a one floor B ranking dungeon appeared in Seongnam City, three different factions or parties were dispatched within the guild . 
 
   It was normal for factions to complain about misfortunes and losses . 
 
   It was also natural that the blame and complaints would be directed towards the weaker members . 
 
   ‘Anyone is fine, so please come out safely . ’
 
   ‘Just don’t die . Please don’t die . ’
 
   ‘If you are going to die, come out and die . ’
 
   That’s why the members of the Phoenix Guild dungeon support team prayed earnestly for the players’ safe return . 
 
   “The dungeon is cleared!”
 
   They heard their long-awaited announcement . 
 
   Upon hearing the news, the members of the support team left the barracks and ran hard towards the gate . 
 
   Those involved in the guild were not the only ones to move . 
 
   “Uh? The dungeon is cleared!”
 
   “Really? This quick?”
 
   The soldiers were also interested and started moving after hearing the news that they could finally return back to their base . 
 
   Soon, they cheered for a man who just crossed the gate . 
 
   “It’s over!”
 
   “UAAAAA!”
 
   Among the cheers, Phoenix Guild support team member Chang Young-soo approached the first returner and said . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Mr . Kim Woo-jin, thank you for your efforts . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin showed him a smile . 
 
   “Yes . Thank you for your efforts as well . Please give me back my luggage . ”
 
   Chang Young-soo nodded, then shouted Kim Woo-jin’s name toward another employee, and a support staff member immediately brought a plastic box that contained Kim Woo-jin’s belongings . Kim Woo-jin took his car key and smartphone from the box, then told Chang Young-soo . 
 
   “Ah, could you also get me a pen and a notepad?”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   Chang Young-soo slightly questioned the request, but soon nodded and got what Kim Woo-jin asked for . 
 
   As Chang Young-soo was bringing along the requested pen and a notebook, Kim Woo-jin was taking pictures of the expensive foreign cars lined up in the parking lot with his smartphone, one by one . 
 
   He wasn’t taking the pictures of them normally either . 
 
   It felt like he wasn’t taking a picture to remember them by, but more like a used car dealer trying to take pictures in order to sell a car . 
 
   He even took close pictures of the tires . 
 
   ‘What is he doing?’
 
   Chang Young-soo tilted his head in confusion then handed over the things requested by Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Excuse me, I brought the things you have requested . ”
 
   “Ah, thank you . ”
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin wrote something on the note he received and handed it over to the staff member . 
 
   “What’s this?”
 
   Chang Yeong-soo asked, and Kim Woo-jin replied with a smile . 
 
   “That’s my bank account number . ”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   “If you deliver it to the people that come out after me they will know what it is . ”
 
   It was then . 
 
   UAAA!
 
   Once again, cheering was heard near the dungeon gate, and the cheers kept coming . 
 
   Players, one after the other, were coming out of the dungeon . 
 
   After hearing footsteps, Chang Young-soo turned to look at the players exiting the gate . 
 
   At the same time, Chang Young-soo looked extremely nervous . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was just a “kkakdugi” in this attack on the dungeon, and there were no major issues even if he were to die . 
 
   On the other hand, all the players that came out one by one were all important people with significant backgrounds . 
 
   It was natural that his interest in Kim Woo-jin was put on hold . 
 
   ‘One, two…’
 
   Chang Young-soo counted the number of people coming through the gate one by one . However, he noticed that Kim Woo-jin’s car engine already started . 
 
   Bureung!
 
   Between the Ferrari and Lamborghini, a small car that was parked between them let out a pathetic roar, then Chang Young-soo came to his senses . 
 
   ‘Report!’
 
   As a member of the support team that was tasked in writing a report, he could not let Kim Woo-jin just go . 
 
   “Wa, wait a minute!”
 
   Chang Young-soo, who arrived near the car door said urgently . 
 
   “Rep, report, we still have to write a report?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered the question . 
 
   “I will go to the guild headquarters and directly submit it myself . ”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   In response, the support staff’s face stiffened as if they heard that it was the end of the world . 
 
   In his defense, this was the first time, including his dreams, that he saw a player go to the guild headquarters to directly submit a report themselves . 
 
   Towards the shocked staff, Kim Woo-jin explained with a smile . 
 
   “If you want, just report what I said to team leader Jeong Woo-seok . Tell him my name and he’ll understand . Oh, yeah . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin took out his wallet that was sitting in his front passenger seat and took out some 10,000 won and 1,000 won bills . 
 
   The total amount seemed to be about 100,000 won . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin handed the money over to Chang Young-soo . 
 
   “Distribute it to the other players in reasonable amounts . ”
 
   “Wha, what’s this?”
 
   “It’s their taxi fee . ”
 
   After leaving behind those words, Kim Woo-jin left Seongnam City . 
 
    
 
   Year 2023, a world where casual words can become viral after traveling around the world in a mere second . 
 
   The incident in Seongnam City did not take a long time to spread among the players in Korea . 
 
   “Someone killed a transforming slime? Isn’t a transforming slime very difficult to catch? Who caught it?”
 
   “What did you say? Someone killed it alone? What’s his name?”
 
   “Kim Woo-jin? Phoenix Guild affiliate? It hasn’t even been a month since he became a player?”
 
   It was the moment when Kim Woo-jin’s name was spread among the Korean players . 
 
   However, it was his name that was spread around, not the truth . 
 
   Instead, distorted information began to spread like wildfire . 
 
   “I heard that he stole the monster while it was almost dead thanks to another party . ”
 
   “Apparently he snatched it from a rising star, Kim Sun-joon…”
 
   “In the first place, he was able to join as a kkakdugi to gain experience, but he hit them in the back of their head . ”
 
   “What a son of a bitch . ”
 
   “Yeah, what a bastard . ”
 
   Instead of being known as a rising star who caught a transforming slime by himself, Kim Woo-jin began to be known as a “son of a bitch” who betrayed the people who helped him . 
 
   At the same time…
 
   “You’re amazing . ”
 
   “Not at all . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin was talking with Jeong Woo-seok, the support team leader, at the headquarters of the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   Their discussion began shortly after Kim Woo-jin wrote a report when he returned to the main headquarters . 
 
   Of course, they weren’t there just to chitchat . 
 
   “No, this is really something . ”
 
   “It’s a big deal no matter what other people say about you . ”
 
   “You don’t have to flatter me that much . I was expecting bad rumors about me to spread . ”
 
   Jeong Woo-seok, the team leader, already realized it when he received the report regarding the dungeon clear . 
 
   It was inevitable for bad rumors about Kim Woo-jin to spread . 
 
   Things went awry from the start . 
 
   The main show of this dungeon attack were supposed to be the three parties . 
 
   One of them should have been in the spotlight . 
 
   However, the player who joined the show as an extra became the main character of the story . Furthermore, all three parties have their own factions behind them, whereas Kim Woo-jin does not belong to any faction . 
 
   From the perspective of the three factions, they had to bite Kim Woo-jin for the sake of their image and pride . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   No, they had to bite Kim Woo-jin in order to protect their reputations . 
 
   Jeong Woo-seok, the head of the support team, arranged a meeting with Kim Woo-jin to console him in such a situation . Jeong Woo-seok was blinded by his favoritism . To him, Kim Woo-jin was more appealing than the players who squabbled over their self-interests . It also helped that Kim Woo-jin saved the other players by intervening . 
 
   “But I still think it was necessary . If I didn’t come forward to help, it would have lead to some serious damage to the other players . ”
 
   ‘Right . If Mr . Kim Woo-jin didn’t fight, someone would have died . ’
 
   Above all, according to Kim Woo-jin’s report, if Kim Woo-jin did not intervene the way he did, there certainly would have been in the least a few victims . 
 
   Obviously, he could not believe everything Kim Woo-jin wrote, but it was still crystal clear that it was Kim Woo-jin who caught the transforming slime . 
 
   That was the end of the story . 
 
   A player’s only duty was to clear the dungeon and exterminate what’s inside . 
 
   “I’m just happy that everyone survived, and I’m confident I can handle any insults . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew the reality of the situation and acted accordingly . 
 
   Team leader Jeong Woo-seok was truly impressed by Kim Woo-jin’s demeanor and how he handled the situation; he was composed no matter the issue . 
 
   At the same time, some doubts arose . 
 
   ‘Why would a person like him join our guild?’
 
   Whoever saw Kim Woo-jin like this would think that he was more suited for the Messiah Guild, not the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   Naturally, he didn’t contemplate the question for very long . 
 
   There’s no reason to doubt a player who was sincere, self-sacrificing, cooperative, reasonable, and moral . 
 
   “I’m glad you think so . As you say, there will be bad rumors spreading about you right away . But keep this in mind . That the Phoenix Guild is on your side . ”
 
   “Thank you . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin let out a long sigh . 
 
   It was a really long sigh . 
 
   “You are worried about something?”
 
   It was such a long sigh that Jeong Woo-seok felt he had no choice but to ask . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded as if he was waiting for that question . 
 
   “I think time will solve this problem, but I was wondering if there is anything I can do to improve my image . ”
 
   Countless options surfaced in the team leader’s mind . 
 
   “I can’t say that there isn’t any but…”
 
   ‘The problem is that there’s too many . ’
 
   In fact, there were countless ways players could help society and improve their reputations . 
 
   However, most players didn’t bother . 
 
   Everyone cleared dungeons for their self-interests . They only choose the safest way to benefit themselves, not caring a damn about the rest of the world . 
 
   If players normally lived with the determination to save and help the world, the Messiah Guild would not have been so widely admired . 
 
   “Entering dungeons that the others players rejected or entering a dungeon to rescue other teams is enough . ”
 
   However, even though players signed a contract with the Phoenix Guild, there were still dungeons that the players didn’t want to enter, eating away at the nation’s finances . 
 
   If such dungeons were cleared, your reputation is sure to become much better . 
 
   “However, it’s avoided because it really is dangerous . ”
 
   Of course, it only meant that the dungeon was dangerous enough to dominate the ordinary players . 
 
   “Then I will do it . ”
 
   Therefore, team leader Jeong Woo-seok revealed admiration upon hearing Kim Woo-jin’s answer . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin placed a wedge into team leader Jeong Woo-seok’s heart . 
 
   “I’d be happy to do it if I can . ”
 
   Team leader Jeong Woo-seok thought . 
 
   ‘I’ve never seen such a nice, hard-working young man in all my life . ’
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   In the year 2020, when dungeons and monsters first appeared in the world, people thought the end of the world was near . Then players appeared . At the time, the people viewed the players as hope, rising from the ground . 
 
   By the year 2023, the world actually became even more unstable as time went by, rather than getting better . 
 
   [The world’s economic growth rate has been negative for four consecutive years . ] [The worst economic crisis in history is near!]
 
    
 
   [Crude oil prices are approaching over $150 per barrel]
 
    
 
   In the past few years, the worldwide economic growth rate has stayed negative, price of goods as well as unemployment has soared, and the property damage caused by monsters has snowballed out of control .  
 
   [In Somalia, the disbandment of the country is underway . ]
 
    
 
   [There are large migrations of Eastern European refugees . ]
 
    
 
   In Africa, South America, and Eastern Europe, where the governments lacked the capacity to function or operate, countries and governments began to disband or collapse . 
 
   Even so, what was more frustrating of all was the players’ greed . The only way to get players to attack dungeons and solve the problem was by throwing enough money at them . 
 
   As the years went on, the players’ demands for money increased .  
 
   [The European Guild Union demands a 30% increase on their dungeon clear rewards and salary!]
 
    
 
   [USA . Special Players Act passed! Players will receive a 10 percent income tax exemption!]
 
    
 
   [Will governments just continue to accept the demands of the players?]
 
    
 
   Now, it has reached the point where players are exercising enormous leveraging power as well as lobbying to pass laws that benefit them more . 
 
   In such a world, there was only one ray of light that people could trust .  
 
   [The Messiah Guild is the first to clear a 5 floor dungeon!]
 
    
 
   [Lee Se-joon, he saves the world again . ]
 
    
 
   [Hansung Group’s stock price soars . ]
 
    
 
   The Messiah Guild . 
 
   They put their lives on the line in order to try to save the world . That’s why they were the only ones praised by the world . 
 
   In contrast, the rest of the players were rather quiet when it came to talking about the Messiah Guild . 
 
   No player wanted to speak of the noble achievements of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   It was to be expected . 
 
   ‘The Messiah Guild cleared a 5 floor dungeon . ’
 
   ‘Guess it’s time for people to curse at us now . ’
 
   With the presence of the Messiah Guild making all the other players of the world look like greedy, blood-sucking leeches, for players to talk about the Messiah Guild was like rubbing their shit on their face, bringing shame to their own reputations . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Fucking Messiah Guild . I mean, it’s not like we committed a crime, is it?’
 
   ‘They should be thankful to chosen beings like us for fighting to protect their lives . ’
 
   The Messiah Guild was an especially sensitive topic for the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   The greater the public’s affection for the Messiah guild was, the greater the criticism of the players became, and the brunt of the criticism was directed toward the Phoenix Guild, the second ranked Korean guild that happened to be right behind the Messiah Guild . 
 
   The mood was violently crushed when the Phoenix Guild heard news that the Messiah Guild cleared a 5 floor dungeon . 
 
   Under such circumstances, there was nothing the players of the Phoenix Guild could do . 
 
   “Anyway, did you hear about that story?
 
   “What story?”
 
   “That new recruit who kicked the others in the head . ”
 
   An escape from reality . 
 
   They began to console themselves by chewing on their easier opponents . 
 
   “Ah, that bastard Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   The sacrificial lamb was Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “He really is an asshole . ”
 
   Although the Phoenix Guild has already officially stated that the dungeon clear issues involving Kim Woo-jin were false and that Kim Woo-jin was not guilty, no one paid attention to it . 
 
   “Kim Jin-woo, what a son of a bitch . ”
 
   “His name is Kim Jin-woo, right? I’ll have to talk to him later when I see him . That you have to be mindful . Don’t you think that bastards like him give other players bad reputations?”
 
   No, nevermind Kim Woo-jin’s face, many people who swore at Kim Woo-jin did not even know his name . 
 
   It was evident that they had no interest in the truth . 
 
   The only thing that was important was that Kim Woo-jin is an easy enough target to chew on freely . 
 
   Naturally, they were not interested in Kim Woo-jin’s movements either . 
 
   “Mr . Kim Woo-jin has asked for support . It’s an one floor C+ rank dungeon . After the incident where all three parties, a total of 9 people, including Jeon Yong-kyu’s party wiping out was known, no one has applied for this dungeon for a month . ”
 
   No player was interested in the fact that Kim Woo-jin is challenging a dungeon, which all players ignored after three failed attempts . 
 
   It was clear that they were just not interested . 
 
   “Who is Jeon Yong-kyu?”
 
   “He was a rising star in Park Yong-wan’s faction . Don’t you remember sir? He was the one that frantically asked us to sign him up for a B rank dungeon, claiming that he was like a little brother of Park Yong-wan…”
 
   “Oh, that little bastard? I remember now . ”
 
   “What should I do?”
 
   Since there was no reason to doubt Kim Woo-jin, there was no problem . 
 
   “What do you mean what should I do? You should give full support to a person who is willing to do the right thing . Did he make any additional requests?”
 
   “Ah, that… there was one particular request . ”
 
   “What is it?”
 
   “He asked for some gas money…”
 
   “Gas money? That guy . Didn’t he take a lot of money from a bet? The kids who got their money taken by him went crazy, right?”
 
   “Apparently, he spent it all on buying a skill page . ”
 
   Just like that, Kim Woo-jin’s third dungeon was decided . 
 
    
 
   [Blood Weapon]
 Skill Rank: F Skill Effect: You can make weapons using your own blood . 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked at his newly acquired skill . 
 
   It was a skill bought using the money he got in exchange for the cars he won in the bet . 
 
   ‘To think I got this for one billion won’ . 
 
   The price was one billion won!
 
   It was beyond common sense and imagination . 
 
   Since its effects were not impressive, it was even more difficult to understand the price . 
 
   ‘I got it for a cheap price . ’
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin, who looked at the skill, was satisfied with the price . 
 
   ‘I’m glad I can get it with money . ’
 
   On the contrary, he was satisfied with the fact that he was able to acquire a skill that was exclusively for his halo, the Emissary of the Underworld, which is difficult to find at this time . 
 
   ‘I can use Blood Poisoning more effectively . ’
 
   Furthermore, Kim Woo-jin could not wait to see the synergy between the Blood Poisoning skill he already learned and the Blood Weapon skill that he just got . 
 
   ‘It’s not a problem . I can just earn it all back again, after all . ’
 
   Above all, Kim Woo-jin was not too concerned about money issues . 
 
   ‘If I can catch his tail properly in this time, I might be able to rip him up completely . ’
 
   The person Kim Woo-jin was aiming for was a big fish that he had been searching for a while . 
 
   ‘The traitor Park Yong-wan . ’
 
   Park Yong-wan, nicknamed “traitor . ”
 
   As his nickname indicates, he literally betrayed his country . 
 
   In 2025, when the world began starting wars to secure items for their players, he was among the players that moved to Japan with the items secured by the Korean players . 
 
   In addition, he was one of four people who passed the 100 items ownership mark in the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   ‘By this point, this guy must have collected a lot . ’
 
   He was also known to have the most funds and items collected of the four core members in the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   To begin with, he was committing all sorts of illegal and corrupt activities . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin found that he was not only engaged in the trafficking of monster corpses and arms trafficking, but also in the illegal dungeon clearing business as well as drug trafficking . 
 
   In a way, he was a man of great capacity . 
 
   It wasn’t easy to do his job and perform his duties as a player while committing atrocious crimes behind the scenes . 
 
   No one had even suspected it until he sold out his country . 
 
   He was a man who built a flawless castle without anybody noticing . 
 
   ‘At this point in time, he may already have the legendary Sain Sword . ’
 
   The biggest mistake he made in the past was owning the legendary Sain Sword . 
 
   Otherwise, he would have been targeted by the hunting dog a bit later in his life . 
 
   It was also one of Kim Woo-jin’s biggest reason for joining the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   The Messiah Guild is for heroes . 
 
   If you touch a guild member, there will be a severe retaliation . In contrast, the Phoenix Guild is overwhelmed with trash . 
 
   It was full of criminals who could not change the way they live . Kim Woo-jin, a criminal hunter, knew better than anyone how to make use of them . 
 
   That’s why he chose this dungeon . 
 
   ‘Once I find the body of a man named Jeon Yoo-gyu who belonged to the Park Yong-wan faction and read his memory, I can get a clue…’
 
   It will be a good chance to get info on the cartel that Park Yong-wan has built on Korean soil . 
 
   In that manner, Kim Woo-jin arrived at the location of his 3rd dungeon, in Chuncheon City . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   The biggest change with the arrival of dungeon gates were the property prices . 
 
   In the metropolitan area of Seoul and Gangnam in particular, house prices have soared to the point that it was almost impossible to get it with just money . 
 
   On the other hand, house prices of areas other than Gyeonggi Province and non-metropolitan cities have practically become worthless . 
 
   Even with the increase of players, the emergence of mercenaries, and the deployment
 
   of the military, the areas with lower population densities were relatively susceptible to monsters . 
 
   Gangwon Province was not much better either . 
 
   Located in the mountains, where it was not easy to hunt monsters, cities in Gangwon Province were basically ghost towns . 
 
   The city of Chuncheon, where Kim Woo-jin arrived, was no different . 
 
   Chuncheon city was once known for having the highest quality chicken breasts in the country, attracting countless tourists . However, now, Chuncheon City was left abandoned without any visitors . 
 
   The only people who could be sighted were soldiers, policemen, and mercenaries with guns preparing for a monster breakout . 
 
   Even more miserable scenes became visible as they approached the Gongjicheon Sculpture Park, Kim Woo-jin’s destination . 
 
   ‘The place certainly does give off a strong sense of being a graveyard of players . ’
 
   A dungeon where three parties have already died, a dungeon that was practically impossible for a new challenger, was currently a monster factory . 
 
   To change this atmosphere, Kim Woo-jin and his colleagues had risked their lives by fighting . 
 
   On the other hand, Kim Woo-jin was already used to situations like this . 
 
   The pride of bringing a sense of security to the world made Kim Woo-jin feel desperate but noble . 
 
   ‘Damn those bastards . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin grimaced after recalling those memories . 
 
   With a twisted face, Kim Woo-jin got out of the car . 
 
   Soon after, a man came towards Kim Woo-jin and asked . 
 
   “You’re Mr . Kim Woo-jin, right? I am Cho Min-gi, a member of the support team . ”
 
   Cho Min-gi, a member of the support team, looked more like a mercenary than a member of the support team . 
 
   He held an automatic rifle, wore a black vest, and a military issue hat . 
 
   It was an undeniable proof of what kind of place this was . 
 
   The number of players increased as more and more dungeon gates spawned . However, the number of staff for managing and monitoring the dungeons was always limited due to the fact that most players only lingered in one floor dungeons . They tried to live their lives selfishly and luxuriously without any danger . 
 
   If there were enough resources and staff, it would be deployed to Gangnam first for sure . 
 
   Even the staff of the Phoenix Guild’s support team had to protect themselves . 
 
   “By the way, did you really come alone?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s presence did not inspire hope in him . 
 
   Soon enough, a rumor about Kim Woo-jin surfaced inside Cho Min-gi’s head after re-confirming Kim Woo-jin’s car . 
 
   ‘I guess the rumor was true . He’s a trash bastard who backstabbed his team, so no one’s going to party up with him…’
 
   As he recalled the rumor, Cho Min-gi showed disapproval in his face . 
 
   It was rude . 
 
   Nevertheless, Kim Woo-jin was a player who came to clear the dungeon that everyone else avoided . 
 
   Fortunately, Cho Min-gi was never questioned by Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Wiiinnngg!
 
   A number of warning devices began to sound, flashing their red warning lights . 
 
   “Monsters!”
 
   “Monsters came out from the gate!”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Responses to the sound also came from all around him . 
 
   Cho Min-gi was also frightened by the uproar . 
 
   ‘Let’s, in the meantime, let’s…’
 
   Cho Min-gi had not completely forgotten his role . 
 
   “Le… let’s move to a safer spot for now . ”
 
   The role of the support team was to help the players reach the dungeon safely!
 
   Of course, for the moment, Cho Min-gi needed to take Kim Woo-jin to a safe place . 
 
   In response to Cho Min-gi, Kim Woo-jin replied briefly . 
 
   “Gun . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin requested the automatic rifle that the staff had . 
 
   “Ah, yes!”
 
   Cho Min-gi finally figured out Kim Woo-jin’s intentions . 
 
   However, it was too late to think . 
 
   Keuaa!
 
   The monsters that made their way out of the gate were four orcs running toward Kim Woo-jin and Cho Min-gi . 
 
   “Ugh!”
 
   Cho Min-gi threw the gun at Kim Woo-jin as if he was abandoning him to die, frightened by the orcs . 
 
   He was about to run away immediately . 
 
   “Euag!”
 
   Unfortunately, his legs got tangled and he fell on the spot . 
 
   Cho Min-gi’s face instantly lost all color, turning pale . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, on the other hand, was very relaxed and was checking out the state of the gun he was given . 
 
   At first, it looked as if he had no intention of escaping . 
 
   There was no reason to actually run away . 
 
   Clang!
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who checked the condition of his gun, started to fire the powerful weapon in his hand that was incomparably better than weapons such as a whip, knife, poisons, and his skeleton soldiers . 
 
   Tu!
 
   It was a single shot . 
 
   Tu!
 
   Kim Woo-jin fired just one shot at a time like in a shooting drill, not a quick fire . 
 
   Tu!
 
   Like that, four gunshots echoed . 
 
   Thud!
 
   After the sound of four gun fires, the four orcs running toward Kim Woo-jin fell to the ground as if they were narcolepsy patients . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin aimed the gun across his visible field, scanned it once, and confirmed that there were no more orcs before handing the gun over to the original owner . 
 
   “Can I ask you a favor before entering the dungeon?
 
   “Yes?”
 
   Cho Min-gi, who received the gun, behaved as if his soul was blown in half . Kim Woo-jin told him, taking the car key out of his pocket . 
 
   “Please fill up my car with gas all the way . I’d appreciate it if you would also fill my car with some windshield washer fluid as well . ”
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   [Orc Hunter]
 Number of Dungeon Floors: 1 Dungeon Difficulty: C-Rank Maximum Capacity: 3 People Entry Requirement: Must be below Lv 13 Clear Condition: Kill the orc hunter hiding among the pack of orcs . 
   Kim Woo-jin, who entered the dungeon, checked through the contents of the dungeon once more using the quest window . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin looked up and saw a narrow wooded area in front of him . 
 
   There was only one thought that came to Kim Woo-jin’s mind when he saw the terrain . 
 
   ‘Using a whip will be difficult here . ’
 
   He thought that it would be hard to use a whip in this dungeon but such thoughts did not last long . 
 
   ‘It’s useless against orcs anyway . ’
 
   First of all, Kim Woo-jin did not bring his whip to the dungeon . 
 
   This wasn’t odd at all . 
 
   The whip was a powerful weapon . However, it will inevitably lose most of its power against an opponent with armor or a formidable defense, and it will decrease in efficacy even more against a monster who is resistant to pain . 
 
   Meaning, for orcs with massive muscular bodies, thick leather, and a strong resistance against pain, the goblin champion’s whip was not very useful . 
 
   Furthermore, the fear effect of the whip only worked on goblins . 
 
   There was no reason to insist on using the whip under such circumstances . 
 
   “Item window”
 
   So, what Kim Woo-jin prepared was a sword that he took out of the item window . 
 
   [Lizard Warrior’s Sword]
 Item Grade: Rare Physical Attack: 35 Must be Lv10 or above to use Item Description: Sword used by warriors . The blade is sharp and is suitable for close range battle . 
   Kim Woo-jin immediately put his hand into the holographic window and pulled the knife out of the box . 
 
   Like how a magician pulls a stick out of his hat, a scimitar appeared . 
 
   The shape of the blade that appeared was not special at all . 
 
   However, the price of the sword was extremely expensive, costing more than 70 million won . The reason as to why the sword cost so much was that it is a rare grade sword . 
 
   Most players thought that swords were the best weapons humans ever invented, so they were traded at more than twice the price of other weapons of the same grade . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin did not truly think that a sword was useless . 
 
   ‘It’s been a long time since I held a sword . ’
 
   On the contrary, Kim Woo-jin was used to the sword more than anybody, and at the same time, was unparalleled in its use . 
 
   He just didn’t intend to ignore the shortcomings of swords . 
 
   Keuu!
 
   While Kim Woo-jin was thinking about the shortcomings of swords, an orc appeared in front of him . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin always explained to his teammates . 
 
   “The crux of a battle is about adapting to the situation, not matching the enemy . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin always made sure to be in the advantageous position when hunting his enemies . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Actually, Kim Woo-jin’s favorite moments were when just the two of them, he and his enemy, met each other in a remote place . 
 
   The enemy that the orc was approaching all by himself was that kind of an enemy . 
 
   A hunting dog who was stronger and more thorough than anyone else in a one-to-one situation . 
 
   Of course the battle was one-sided . 
 
   Puhwat!
 
   In a little more than 30 seconds, Kim Woo-jin’s sword cut the orc’s body ten times . 
 
   The surprising thing, however, was that there were only three places where the orc had a visible wound . 
 
   The left side, left thigh, and the left side of his neck . 
 
   The wounds were so deep that it almost made the thick skin and the massive body of the orc look shameful . 
 
   However, they did not appear to be fatal wounds that threatened his life . 
 
   Keueuu!
 
   Thus, the orc attacked Kim Woo-jin without backing down, then Kim Woo-jin attacked him for the eleventh time while avoiding to the left of the orc . 
 
   Puhwat!
 
   The sword went through a wound that Kim Woo-jin already made before, once again, deepening the wound . 
 
   That was why there were only three wounds . 
 
   Keueuu!
 
   The orc’s left leg began to shake uncontrollably . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s sword began to go through the orc’s thick and large muscles in the left thigh starting from his fourth attack . 
 
   ‘It’s cut . ’
 
   Of course, that was Kim Woo-jin’s plan . 
 
   The scary thing about orcs was their terrifying mobility that stemmed from their thick muscles . 
 
   It was even possible to die instantly if you were to get run over by them . 
 
   Nevertheless, it takes a really long time to kill an orc with just a single sword . 
 
   For this kind of opponent, eliminating their mobility was the most practical way to kick things off . 
 
   Since if you take out it’s mobility, you will have plenty of options afterwards . 
 
   Even throwing a stone was effective now . 
 
   It was even better to use objects like spears to skewer them from a distance . 
 
   It was even more effective to use spearlike objects to hinder its movements further . 
 
   Hwig!
 
   Throwing daggers to seal its vision was a great idea, too . 
 
   [The Orc is Poisoned by Blood Poisoning]
 
    
 
   Daggers smeared with poison would be even more effective . 
 
   Keueuu!
 
   Faced with such a situation, the orc screeched in a slightly different tone than before . 
 
   It was a cry of fear because his life was in danger . 
 
   Swiig!
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s scimitar slashed and created a line through orc’s neck, who was distracted while screaming frantically in fear of losing his life . 
 
   Puhwat!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Blood flowed from the wound this time as well . 
 
   At this point, the orc was no longer able to fight . 
 
   His eyes were blind, his sense of smell was overwhelmed by the strong stench of blood, and and he couldn’t even properly hear his own screams . 
 
   The leg won’t move and he will bleed to death after losing enough blood . 
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin’s blood poisoning made the orc feel dizzy and faint . 
 
   Thud!
 
   The orc finally collapsed . 
 
   That was the end of the battle . 
 
   [Achievement ‘The One Who Killed An Orc Alone’ Has Been Achieved]
 
    
 
   [The The One Who Killed An Orc Alone]
 Achievement Grade: Normal Achievement Effect: Constitution +1 
   A notification popped out signaling the orc’s death . 
 
   Pleasing news . 
 
   But the most pleasing news for Kim Woo-jin was not the news of his achievement . 
 
   ‘A sacrifice arrived . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was more pleased to be able to summon another monster that fights just like him under his command now . 
 
   “Summon Skeleton Soldier . ”
 
   With the chant, the flesh of the dead orc melted away . Soon, nothing but the skeleton was left . 
 
   The darkness that entered its skull began to form white fiery eyes . 
 
   Hwig!
 
   Kim Woo-jin gave it a present . 
 
   ‘Go crazy till you are satisfied . ’
 
   Unexpectedly, Kim Woo-jin handed his own sword to his orc skeleton . 
 
   As a result, the skeleton soldier deliberately stared at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   It was expressing its gratitude for such an unexpected gift . 
 
   “Inventory . ”
 
   In front of the surprised skeleton soldier, Kim Woo-jin took out a new weapon . 
 
   The weapon he brought out, however, was not a sword but a bow .  
 
   [Kobold Archer’s Bow]
 Item Grade: Unique Physical Attack: 29 Must be Lv10 or above to use Item Description: It’s a bow of an kobold archer . Injecting energy can release arrows far stronger than the user’s power . When equipped energy +5 When equipped constitution +5 When equipped penetration increases by 10% When attacking inflicts burning pain to enemy . 
    
 
   Orcs are very troublesome monsters . 
 
   Goblins may appear in great numbers, but a properly armed player won’t be killed instantly by a group of goblins . However, orcs were different . There have been many cases of players being hit by an orc and killed instantly due to having their necks snapped . 
 
   Of course, an orc was nothing special in the real world . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   With a gun, even ordinary people could kill an orc, and even if they didn’t have a gun, they could still kill the orc without serious danger if they had a long range weapon that could penetrate their thick skin . 
 
   For instance, weapons such as bows . 
 
   A bow powerful enough to pierce an orc’s skin was a nightmare for orcs . 
 
   Against Kim Woo-jin, this was the situation that the orcs were facing at this very moment . 
 
   Keuaa!
 
   The body of the orc, who was frantically screaming, was deeply pierced by arrows . 
 
   All the arrows penetrated through the parts where the orc had the least muscle all the way to its guts . 
 
   Of course, the weakest parts of its body, his two eyes, already had arrows sticking out like flowers . 
 
   It was a horrible sight . 
 
   Tteolgeuleog!Tteolgeuleog!
 
   What made the scene even more miserable were the two orc skeletons, Kim Woo-jin’s skeleton soldiers . 
 
   The two skeleton soldiers kept alternating, with one after the other repeatedly, and leaving wounds on the orc’s body with their scimitars . 
 
   Tteolgeuleog!Tteolgeuleog!
 
   Swiig!
 
   It was almost as if Kim Woo-jin was fighting in person . 
 
   Meanwhile, Kim Woo-jin was nowhere to be seen . 
 
   ‘They are doing well . ’
 
   With the trunk of the tree behind his back and carefully hiding his breath, Kim Woo-jin silently pulled his bow, completely hiding his identity and location . 
 
   Such a scene was really too much to bear . 
 
   Seeing Kim Woo-jin do such a thing, despite being able to hunt an orc all by himself, was really unpleasant to look at, it made him look like the villain . 
 
   [You Have Gained Experience] [The Emissary of the Underworld Begins to Observe You More Closely]
 
    
 
   ‘The pace is good . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin did not mind being watched . 
 
   He wasn’t playing a game and it certainly wasn’t being broadcasted . 
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin’s targets were the people that the world deemed as heros . 
 
   Whether the process was cool or not, it did not matter to him . 
 
   He was willing to do whatever it took to improve his chances of success . 
 
   ‘Finally found the body . ’
 
   Even if that meant he had to dig a grave . 
 
    
 
   It was a trace of food . 
 
   Like eating a passing pigeon alive and leaving its bone and feathers, the orc took off the player’s items and ate the flesh inside, leaving only the bone . 
 
   It was a horrible sight . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin reacted indifferently at the gruesome scene and even extended his hand toward it . He picked up the broken skull . 
 
   Then he made eye contact with the empty sockets of the skull . 
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes turned completely black . 
 
   [Anubis’ eyes are opening]
 
    
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   A notification was heard . 
 
   At the same time, the memories belonging to the skull’s owner entered into Kim Woo-jin’s head . 
 
   It was like looking at a folder full of pictures and videos . 
 
   Fortunately, the order was in chronological order . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin started with finding the name of the skull’s owner . 
 
   ‘My luck is good . ’
 
   The owner of the skull was the one he was looking for, Jeon Yong-kyu . 
 
   As expected, he was killed by orcs . 
 
   He was eaten alive after he was knocked unconscious by a punch from an orc . 
 
   It wasn’t a special sign or evidence . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin rewinded his memory back a bit . 
 
   Like that, some stuff Jeon Yong-kyu blurted out quickly passed by Kim Woo-jin’s ears . 
 If I knew I’d be a player, then I would have assaulted her . The good thing about being a player is never getting a speeding ticket . I will shoot 300km/h at the Olympic Road soon . Crime? You really don’t know anything . Among players, there are even crazy bastards that are hunting humans . What? Stop bullshitting? I’m telling you the fucking truth! 
   They were horrible remarks . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin did not become angry . 
 
   The stimulus was dry for him who had experienced a far more miserable reality than just despicable words . 
 
   Instead, Kim Woo-jin focused on the words “hunting humans . ”
 
   ‘I wonder who he heard ‘human hunting’ from?’
 
   Human hunting, it was literally hunting humans . 
 
   It was not only happening in Korea but also in many parts of the world . 
 
   There was nothing that could be done to prevent it in rural or remote islands where the governments are not able to control them . 
 
   Moreover, they use monsters to do it . It wasn’t hard to clean up after either . 
 
   Of course, it was not something one could be openly proud of . 
 
   Thus, in South Korea, human hunting was done in a very discreet way, and it was only after some time that the identity of the perpetrators was revealed . 
 
   ‘It was quite later before Park Yong-wan’s hunting of humans was publicly known…’
 
   It was revealed when Park Yong-wan was about to sell his country to Japan . 
 
   He used human hunting to capture the powerful figures and at the same time, held their weak points against them . 
 
   Countless ordinary people were sacrificed to produce items for Park Yong-wan’s business . 
 
   In other words, he managed his human hunting business quite well . 
 
   ‘How does this insignificant bastard know about this already?’
 
   There was no way such a trivial character like him could have known about human hunting . 
 
   In other words, Jeong Yong-kyu had direct contact or a connection with Park Yong-wan . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin once again moved his memory to further in the past . 
 
   Then he found it . 
 Yong-kyu, listen well . The person behind me is that person, Park Yong-wan . Pla, player  Park Yong-wan? You mean the big shot among big shots in the Phoenix Guild? Yeah, in reality, he is like the owner of the Phoenix Guild . Anyway, I am helping him with one of his jobs . By this point, you understand what I mean right? Yes! I will only trust in Je-soon hyung-nim . Good, just trust me and follow my lead . 
   ‘Park Je-soon . ’
 
   His next prey . 
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   In a forest that was so densely packed with trees that one couldn’t even see a single ray of light pass through . 
 
   Keururu…
 
   In such a forest, there was a single orc . 
 
   It was a head taller than a normal orc, and it was also a lot bigger as well . 
 
   It was a terrifying monster that seemed as if only the face was that of an orc . 
 
   Most of all, unlike orcs, the scleras in his eyes were completely blood red . 
 
   That monster right now had saliva all over his mouth, drooling . 
 
   It was a sign of hunger so strong that it would even be happy to devour rotten meat . 
 
   Keururu!
 
   In fact, the orc was looking for rotten meat . 
 
   He was wandering around the forest looking for bones and bits of a mysterious animal that he threw away after he finished a meal in the past . 
 
   Keuru?
 
   When he arrived at the location, he saw a creature holding the bones of the animal he ate in the past . 
 
   Keuaa!
 
   The orc viewed it as an opportunity sent from heaven . 
 
   At that moment, the orc only had a single goal . 
 
   To kill the surprised beast, tear the skin off his belly, and then savoring its fresh guts first!
 
   Keuaa!
 
   In the midst of such fantasies, the orc charged toward the prey that had its back to him, igniting his strength to the fullest . 
 
   It wanted to instantly crush its prey’s spine, preventing it from running away . He wanted to eat the helpless prey while it was still alive . 
 
   Keururu!
 
   Obviously, the orc didn’t notice the two skeleton soldiers that were waiting stealthily . 
 
   Swiig!
 
   He also didn’t see one of the two skeleton soldiers swing its sword to slash the left side of his neck while the other one was going for the right . 
 
   Keuru?
 
   By the time the orc realized something was wrong and stopped in its track, the orc’s neck already had a deep gash . 
 
   The wound was very deep due to the tremendous force of the orc’s charge . 
 
   Puhwat!
 
   Blood began to gush out from both sides of the orc’s nape . 
 
   Keuru? Keururu!
 
   Surprised by the outcome, the orc hurriedly covered both sides of his neck with his hands . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Naturally, there was no way for the orc to block an arrow that was flying toward his back while both of his hands were blocking the wounds on his neck . 
 
   [The Orc is Poisoned By Blood Poisoning]
 
    
 
   Moreover, he couldn’t do anything to stop Kim Woo-jin’s blood poison, which was smeared all over the arrowhead, from penetrating the orc’s body in an instant . 
 
   Keuaa!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Massive blood loss and poisoning . Suffering from these two disasters, the orc’s body wavered like a candlelight brushing against the wind . 
 
   Tteolgeuleok tteolgeuleok!
 
   Seeing an opening lit up the skeleton soldiers’ eyes and they slowly narrowed the distance between themselves and the orc . 
 
   Instead of being reckless after seeing the weakened prey, they began to show more elaborate, cautious movements . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin laughed in his heart . 
 
   ‘To think that they would use their owner as bait . ’
 
   He laughed at the skeleton soldiers, who used him as a bait and waited for the orc to be caught, and then giving it a fatal blow . 
 
   In his heart, Kim Woo-jin did not blame the skeleton soldiers . 
 
   ‘They are so much like me~ . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t have the right to blame the skeleton soldiers that acted so selfishly . 
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   Then, Kim Woo-jin saw the orc’s eyes . 
 
   ‘Red?’
 
   As soon as Kim Woo-jin saw the orc’s red eyes, he noticed that it was unlike other orcs . 
 
   ‘He has eaten his own kind . ’
 
   Some orcs can’t overcome and handle their hunger and eat their own people . 
 
   As you may expect, orcs that eat their own kind won’t survive too long . 
 
   Orcs that eat their own kin would be alienated and kicked out from their tribe, and would be hunted by them . 
 
   However, those who were stronger than the average orcs would hunt those who chased after them instead . 
 
   ‘Orc hunter!’
 
   They would become an orc hunter . 
 
   In other words, the monster in front of him was the boss monster of the dungeon . 
 
   “Stop!”
 
   Kim Woo-jin yelled toward his skeleton soldiers . 
 
   Hearing the shout, the skeleton soldiers who were repeatedly slashing their scimitars widened the distance between themselves and the orc . 
 
   ‘Ah . ’
 
   However, the orc hunter was already in a critical state . 
 
   The skeleton soldiers’ scimitars had already utterly destroyed the orc hunter’s body . 
 
   When Kim Woo-jin saw the resulting scene, he clicked his tongue . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin still had work he wanted to do in the dungeon . 
 
   He wanted to pick up more items and gather more information from the dead players . 
 
   ‘I was going to catch the boss monster when the time was right…’
 
   That’s why he planned to keep the boss monster alive as long as possible . 
 
   ‘I never thought catching monsters too well could become a problem . ’
 
   Unfortunately, it was all over . 
 
   [You Have Leveled Up . ] [You Have Hunted the Orc Hunter . ] [You Have Cleared the Dungeon . ]
 
    
 
   At this time, he heard the level-up notification, followed by a notification saying that the dungeon was cleared . 
 
   It was just as Kim Woo-jin predicted . 
 
   ‘There is nothing else I can do . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   After thinking it over, Kim Woo-jin was no longer worried . 
 
   The deed was already done and he already achieved the minimum requirements for his desired goal . 
 
   There was no reason to tremble in anger or irritation . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld Admires Your Ability]
 
    
 
   ‘Hmm?’
 
   Moreover, there was a gift . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld Delivers a Part of its Power] [The Rank of the Skeleton Soldier Skill Increases By One Level]
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s halo sent Kim Woo-jin a gift . 
 
    
 
   “Uh-ooo… . . ”
 
   Inside a camping trailer with a small bed built inside, Cho Min-gi, a member of the Phoenix Guild dungeon support team, stood up and stretched . 
 
   The first thing he looked for when he woke up was his smartphone . 
 
   When he turned on his smartphone, he saw a pile of negative news announcing the appearance of a monster . 
 
   However, Cho Min-gi did not really care . 
 
   ‘I haven’t had a good night’s sleep in a long time . ’
 
   On the contrary, he smacked his lips over the lingering feeling of restfulness that he had not experienced in a long while . 
 
   ‘It’s thanks to Kim Woo-jin . ’
 
   The reason for his good night’s sleep was none other than Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   While players are clearing the dungeon, monsters will not come out from the dungeon gate . 
 
   This meant that until Kim Woo-jin died after entering the dungeon, Cho Min-gi was freed from the fear of a monster jumping out of his dungeon gate . 
 
   That was a good reason to sleep well . 
 
   Of course, that did not mean that Cho Min-gi would improve his assessment of Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘What a strange bastard he is . ’
 
   There were still bad rumors concerning Kim Woo-jin spreading in the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   No, the rumors about Kim Woo-jin were now spreading to other guilds as well . ‘That’s it . ’
 
   Already, his career as a player was virtually over . 
 
   ‘One can only solo dungeons up to Lv 10 and that’s it . ’
 
   The limit for one floor dungeons below level 10 were 10 people, but the case for dungeon below level 20 was as many as 20 people . As for dungeons with two floors, a 20 people limit was the standard . 
 
   Despite that, there were times when dungeons wouldn’t be cleared . 
 
   This meant that there were monsters far stronger than what 20 players could handle . 
 
   There was definitely a limit to holding out by oneself in such a place . 
 
   ‘No, nevermind the limits, the players might even try to kill him . ’
 
   Players should be careful of the other players on top of the monsters inside a dungeon . 
 
   Especially, if a player with a bad reputation had a good item, it would be a nightmare . 
 
   ‘Well, he’ll survive somehow . ’
 
   In the end, it wasn’t something Cho Min-gi needed to worry about . 
 
   ‘Anyway I have to check out the dungeon gate . I wonder if he already died?’
 
   All he had to do was to request for help until the dungeon was cleared . 
 
   Like that, Cho Min-gi came out of the camping trailer to do his job . 
 
   Only then could he see . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Huck!”
 
   A man was sitting on the plastic chair in front of his camping trailer and oiling his scimitars
 
   “Ki, Mr . Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   The identity of the man was none other than Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Ah, did you sleep well?”
 
   “Ho, How did you?”
 
   When questioned by the surprised Cho Min-gi, Kim Woo-jin replied while putting away his scimitar inside of his item window like magic . 
 
   “I returned from the dungeon a little while ago . I didn’t want to wake you up when you looked like you were having such a nice sleep . ”
 
   “Uh, uh… . . ”
 
   Cho Min-gi, who received an unexpected answer to his question, did not ask further . 
 
   He just kept blinking . 
 
   Eventually, Kim Woo-jin continued the conversation . 
 
   “My luck was good . Since the preceding parties left a fatal wound on the orc hunter, it was fairly easy to kill . I have recorded the details on the notepad . Please refer to it when you write up your report . ”
 
   After speaking, Kim Woo-jin handed over a note . 
 
   Cho Min-gi nodded silently . 
 
   ‘And this . ’
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin handed over a plastic bag containing a piece of cloth and a longsword to Cho Min-gi . 
 
   What is this? Cho Min-gi asked with a look . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered the question with a sad expression . 
 
   “I don’t know whose it is, but I think it is the item left behind by the player who had died inside . I think it’s a will . It looks like he used his own blood to write on the cloth… Please send it to his or her family or acquaintances . 
 
   “Ah, I understand . ”
 
   Finally, Cho Min-gi replied . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin emphasized once again . 
 
   “I want you to find out who it is and then deliver it to them . ”
 
   That repeated emphasis got Cho Min-gi to change his mind about Kim Woo-jin for the first time . ‘Maybe he’s actually a really good person unlike the rumors . ’
 
   That Kim Woo-jin may be a totally different person from what people say about him . 
 
   “Oh, but I got this longsword from the dungeon, so I can keep it according to the rules, right? Please send it to me after you’ve checked the owner . ”
 
   Of course, the idea didn’t last long . 
 
   “Also, did you fill up my car with gas?”
 
   ‘As expected, he is a freak . ’ This was the conclusion Cho Min-gi made about Kim Woo-jin . 
 
    
 
   If a player dies in a dungeon, all the items previously owned by the player are handed over to the players that cleared the dungeon . 
 
   Therefore, other players were sometimes interested when a player brought something out of the dungeon . Although, it was usually only when items of at least the unique grade were brought out . 
 
   ‘Damn it . ’
 
   It was such a case for Park Je-soon . 
 
   When he heard that the dungeon in Chuncheon was cleared, the words that came out of his mouth were, ‘Why the fuck did you tell me something like that?’
 
   ‘Jeon Yong-kyu, that son of a bitch!’
 
   Nevertheless, when an item belonging to a man named Jeon Yong-kyu came out of the dungeon, as well as his will, things changed . 
 
   Then after checking the contents of the will, Park Je-soon’s mind melted away . 
 
   ‘If you are going to die, just die cleanly . Why the fuck are you leaving that stuff behind?’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   As a matter of fact, it was impossible to check the contents of the will properly because it was already damaged . 
 
   Only five letters were legible . 
 
   Park, Wan, In, Sa, and Nyang . 
 
   It was an indeterminable will; one had to be a cryptologist decipher its meaning . 
 
   However, Park Je Soon was able to interpret it as soon as he saw it . 
 
   Park Yong-wan, human hunt . 
 
   Before he died, Jeon Yong-kyu left a note in his will about a very ugly project called human hunting . 
 
   He was not interested as to why he left it at the moment of his death . 
 
   It was not important either . 
 
   ‘If Park Yong-wan hears about this, I’m finished . ’
 
   The important detail was that if Park Je-soon didn’t handle this properly and things got out of control, he was likely to meet Jeon Yong-kyu in hell . 
 
   ‘I have already taken care of the will . ’
 
   Fortunately, the will came to Park Je-soon . 
 
   It wasn’t unexpected . 
 
   Park Je-soon was the one who introduced and recruited Jeon Yong-kyu to the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   Considering that Jeon Yong-kyu had no family, it was only natural for the Phoenix Guild to deliver the will to Park Je-soon, an acquaintance of Jeon Yong-kyu . 
 
   Naturally, Park Je-soon decided to incinerate the will . 
 
   ‘Now the only thing that’s left is…’
 
   That was only one thing left . 
 
   ‘I just have to take care of that person . Kim Woo-jin . ’
 
   He had to deal with Kim Woo-jin, who brought out the will . 
 
   ‘It’s better this way . ”
 
   At this point, Park Je-soon could feel his heart feeling a little relieved . 
 
   ‘It’s nothing much to deal with someone like him . ’
 
   If the player involved in the incident was too strong or was a part of a big faction, it would have been troublesome . However, Kim Woo-jin was a player who had nothing to do with any of that . 
 
   ‘No one would complain if a stray dog dies . ’
 
   To Park Je-soon, Kim Woo-jin was a stray dog with no talent, no background, and no faction .  He already thought of a scenario to deal with a stray dog like him . 
 
   ‘My level is 19 . If I invite him to my party as a token of appreciation for bringing Jeon Yong-kyu’s will, he will wag his tail like a dog . ’
 
   Park Je-soon wanted to take care of him inside a dungeon by inviting him to his party as if he were showing favor to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘I need to choose a dungeon . Okay, let’s do this thoroughly . I will take care of him inside an illegal dungeon that the guild does not bid on . ’
 
   Park Je-soon once again examined his scenario and stole a look at Jeon Yong-kyu’s longsword on the table . 
 
   Knock, knock!
 
   At that moment, someone knocked on his door . 
 
   “I’m here to pick up an item . May I come in?”
 
   Park Je-soon spoke with rejoice . 
 
   “Come in, come in!”
 
   A man put his head forward after opening a door . 
 
   “My name is Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   “I’m Park Je-soon . ”
 
   It was the moment the beggar bit the bait . 
 
    
    
 
    
  
 
  
 
  

 
   
    
      Published at 20th of January 2019 09:57:59 PM
 
     
   
 
  
 
   
   
     Due to deal restructure text to speech player is currently unavailable. Will find a solution soon. 
   
 
    
   
 
   
 Chapter 16 
   
 
   Kill the Hero Chapter 16
 
   
 
   
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   
 
   
 
   TL: Uncle Choi
 
   Editor: Bait
 
                                                            
 
   In Samseong-dong, an untimely drama unfolded in an office within the 25-story building of the Phoenix Guild headquarters . 
 
   ‘Yong-kyu, he was like my little brother…”
 
   There were two actors . 
 
   Park Je-soon and Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “I have told him time and time again that he needs to be careful…”
 
   As one of the actors, Park Je-soon, stroked Jeon Yong-kyu’s longsword with red teary eyes, Kim Woo-jin tried to console him . 
 
   “You must be heartbroken . ”
 
   The atmosphere of the conversation felt very awkward . 
 
   ‘I wonder if that’s the reason why?’
 
   “I’m sorry, I’m just having weird thoughts in my head . And thank you . For bringing me his will . ”
 
   Park Je-soon made an effort to change the mood . 
 
   “No, not at all . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin shook his head as if he did not deserve such gratitude . 
 
   It was then that the mood became somewhat relaxed . 
 
   “Anyway, by any chance, have you seen the details of the will?”
 
   Then, as if he was waiting for the right moment, Park Je-soon asked this question . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered the question while maintaining a stiff expression on his face . 
 
   “I took a peek at it to see what it was . I’m sorry . I wouldn’t have looked at it if I had known it was a will . ”
 
   For a brief moment, Park Je-soon revealed he felt annoyed and bit his lip . 
 
   Of course, it was only for a moment . 
 
   “No, no . I’m thankful that you found the will . ”
 
   Park Je-soon, who had already loosened his face, handed Kim Woo-jin a long sword that was a relic of Jeon Yong-kyu . 
 
   “Then please use his sword well . ”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin received the sword right away . 
 
   Now, at the moment, the two no longer had a reason to talk . 
 
   So Park Je-soon brought up a new topic . 
 
   “Do you want to join a party by any chance?”
 
   Upon hearing the question, Kim Woo-jin replied with his head down while revealing shame . 
 
   “Ah, about that… I don’t know if you know about this, but  I don’t have a party right now because of some incident . To be honest, I’ve never actually been offered to join a party . ”
 
   “What kind of incident?”
 
   “Well…”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who seemed hesitant continue the conversation, looked extremely miserable . 
 
   Park Je-soon immediately gave an offer to Kim Woo-jin without any hesitation . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Would you like to join my party?”
 
   “Really?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked startled, almost as if he had been hit by a surprise punch in the pit of his stomach . 
 
   Park Je-soon smiled lightly at the amusing reaction . 
 
   “There’s an open spot in the party . It was a spot that Yong-kyu was supposed to fill after he cleared the dungeon . Perhaps, this is also fate . ”
 
   “But my skills are not that good . ”
 
   “I don’t care if your skills are good or not . Who would need to join a party if everybody was good? It’s your answer that counts . ”
 
   “I’m offering you to join my party, and all that matters is your answer . ”
 
   Faced such a choice, Kim Woo-jin said with determination . 
 
   “If you allow me to join the party, I’ll do my best . Even if it means putting my life on the line . ”
 
   “Congratulations on joining our party . ”
 
   Park Je-soon reached out his hand toward Kim Woo-jin, and Kim Woo-jin grasped it with both hands . 
 
   It was a scene reminiscent of a boss and his new employee . 
 
   ‘That’s it . ’
 
   Finally, Park Je-soon knew that his scenario was complete . 
 
   ‘It’s been handled cleanly . ’
 
   He also gained some room to breathe in his heart . 
 
   “Feel free to ask me if you need anything . I’ll do whatever I can to help you . ”
 
   Park Je-soon, who has never helped anyone in his life, said such a thing due to his mind and heart becoming at ease . 
 
   “Is anything alright?”
 
   “Yes, of course . I can even give my life to a party member if necessary . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, with a trace of admiration, requested from Park Je-soon . 
 
   “Then, can you lend me some money?”
 
   “Huh?”
 
    
 
   It was handled swiftly . 
 
   It only took three days for Kim Woo-jin to officially join Park Je-soon’s party and have everything settled . 
 
   ‘A 100 million won deposit . ’
 
   The amount of money that Kim Woo-jin borrowed from Park Je-soon was 100 million won . 
 
   ‘The dungeon is… 1 floor . ’
 
   Then Woo-jin received the Dungeon report .  
 
   [Troll Hunt]
 Dungeon Floors: 1 Floor Dungeon Difficulty: C-Rank Dungeon Capacity: 6 People Entry Condition: Must be Lv20 or below Clear Condition: Hunt 4 trolls 
   Troll hunt . 
 
   As soon as Kim Woo-jin saw this, he smiled . 
 
   ‘It’s an illegal dungeon . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The bodies of the monsters hunted in a dungeon were usually useless . 
 
   The skin or flesh of an orc or goblin was no different from garbage . 
 
   However, the bodies of certain monsters were worth a lot of money . 
 
   Trolls were a good example . 
 
   Troll’s blood was useful in many fields due to its healing properties . 
 
   ‘As for the Lv 20 trolls that appear on the first floor… the price is about 10 million won per liter I think?’
 
   Therefore, even the lowest level of troll’s blood cost around 10 million won per liter . 
 
   Also, the amount of blood that one could harvest from a troll was more or less 15 liters . 
 
   Which meant that each troll could be traded for 150 million won per troll . 
 
   The bodies of four trolls alone was worth more than half a billion won . 
 
   That was not a paltry amount . 
 
   Furthermore, the trolls were not the only source of money . If a decent item drops as well, you can expect tens of millions of won . 
 
   In other words, it meant that one could expect at least 500 million won from the dungeon . 
 
   That’s why Kim Woo-jin was convinced that the dungeon was illegal and was traded for illegally outside the guild . 
 
   ‘There’s no way this dungeon was left to the guild . ’
 
   In the case of lucrative dungeons, they would disappear as soon as the government published an announcement . 
 
   Isn’t it a dungeon that doesn’t need compensation in the first place?
 
   Therefore, dungeons like this were never reported to the government . 
 
   As mentioned earlier, there was a trade between players and brokers . 
 
   ‘There was nothing better than this for creating slush funds . ’
 
   In reality, clearing a dungeon then receiving a successful payment from the guild does not give much benefit to the players . 
 
   If you clear a dungeon under the control of a guild, the number of monsters the player captured and the items the player retrieve are recorded . It wasn’t without reason that the support teams were so desperate to write a report . 
 
   Also, under the contract, anything that comes out of a dungeon can only be traded through the guild . 
 
   This meant that the income of the player is recorded as well . 
 
   No one likes paying taxes no matter how much the government lowers the rate of the players’ income tax . 
 
   It was a situation where a black market would be created no matter what . 
 
   ‘Also, the government doesn’t intervene . ’
 
   The government tolerated the black market . 
 
   Nevertheless, the government’s profit from clearing the dungeons was enough, and it would be a shame to give up all the bribes to close each other’s eyes . 
 
   ‘But to see that they are attempting to clear this kind of dungeon right after I joined…’
 
   In this sense, Kim Woo-jin was impressed by Park Je-soon’s ability to secure the dungeon . 
 
   ‘It looks like there’s a strong line behind him . ’
 
   To be exact, Kim Woo-jin was impressed by Park Je-soon’s connections that allowed him to acquire such a dungeon . 
 
   ‘Caught a decent prey by the tail . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who put down the dungeon report, thought about what’s going to happen momentarily . 
 
   The situation was clear . 
 
   ‘All that’s left is…’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The only thing that was left was for Park Je-soon to contact Kim Woo-jin soon, explaining the dungeon, and advising him not to tell the guild of the dungeon because it is illegal and to not leave any traces . 
 
   He will also add how he acquired the particularly lucrative dungeon just for a urgent need . 
 
   Then was only one thing Kim Woo-jin had to do . 
 
   Nodding and looking at him as if he were his savior . 
 
   ‘The last act . ’
 
   To Kim Woo-jin, it was the type of skit that he was best at . 
 
    
 
   Cheongwon-gu, Chungcheongbuk-do . 
 
   This place used to be a driving academy a long time ago, but only a scrap heap and broken used cars were left around . 
 
   A Damas appeared in a place where no one would notice even if a man died while screaming . 
 
   TurTurTur, the appearance of the cars and their breathtaking noise reminded one of beasts unknowingly entering their graves . 
 
   Soon, people started getting out of the car, one by one . 
 
   The people who appeared were specially equipped . 
 
   There wasn’t anyone in a normal attire . 
 
   Everyone wore armor made of leather or metal and wore medieval weapons such as knives or sticks, axes, and bows on their backs and sides . 
 
   What was even more unusual was that the weapons they were holding were automatic rifles or guns . 
 
   “Clear . ”
 
   “Clear . ”
 
   Soon, wary men holding their gun scanned the area with their eyes and all focused on one place . 
 
   They noticed a distorted space between the parking spaces . 
 
   It was a dungeon gate . 
 
   “Hyung-nim, there it is . ”
 
   “Yeah . ”
 
   The last one to get out of the car, Park Je-soon, also checked the gate and nodded . 
 
   Then a man with his head down asked Park Je-soon a question in a careful manner . 
 
   “Excuse me, but isn’t it more beneficial to just hang around here and catch a troll?”
 
   Hearing the question, Park Je-soon chuckled lightly . 
 
   “Don’t be so greedy . We would lose a lot if even one troll escapes outside . ”
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   “Oh, and trolls are hard to catch with a gun . There’s nothing we can do if we miss it even once . So be sure to handle it when you can . Also… you know what to do, right?”
 
   “Of course . ”
 
   Park Je-soon, who was speaking, secretly turned his head . 
 
   The man, who was speaking with him, looked as well . 
 
   They looked at the nervous young man like hyenas who found a wounded deer . ‘By all means, I have to make sure everything goes accordingly . ’
 
   Park Je-soon, who was looking at Kim Woo-jin, clenched his teeth . 
 
   ‘My fucking 100 million won . ’
 
   It was none other than the 100 million won he lent Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   He couldn’t help but lend him the money . 
 
   To resolve Kim Woo-jin’s suspicions and to take him to the next world with certainty, an irresistible bait was needed . 
 
   However, no matter how well a player makes money, 100 million won was not a small amount . Even if he were to hunt trolls . 
 
   Although trolls were a good source of money, it was also a monster that was too strong for a gun to handle . 
 
   Physical damage was ineffective, but they could be killed with close-range flame magic from a mage . 
 
   In other words, the danger for those who had to distract, fight, and lure them would increase substantially . If Park Je-soon was not a mage and didn’t have to draw the trolls’ attention while fighting, he would have never come to this dungeon . 
 
   ‘Damn it . ’
 
   At the fact that he lent 100 million won to someone he was going to kill agonized Park Je-soon . 
 
   ‘Let’s just say it’s the price for his life . ’
 
   Park Je-soon tried hard to console himself . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin came before him . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin first bowed . 
 
   “Thank you . To think that you would go this far just for me…”
 
   At the sight, Park Je-soon pounded Kim Woo-jin’s shoulder . 
 
   “A party member is the same as family . Don’t bow over a small matter like this . ”
 
   “Still, you got an illegal dungeon just for me . Furthermore, you lent me a lot of money as well . ”
 
   Once again, when the money was mentioned, Park Je-soon Could barely keep his face calm . 
 
   “Do a good job this time and pay it back . If this dungeon is cleared properly, at least 50 million won will fall to every member . ”
 
   “Thank you . I will work hard and pay you back . ”
 
   The way Kim Woo-jin looked at Park Je-soon was like a believer looking at a savior from heaven . 
 
   That level of respect made Park Je-soon want to ridicule him . 
 
   ‘I will be able to collect about 100 million won from all the items he will drop after killing him anyway,’
 
   Kim Woo-jin asked Park Je-soon a question . 
 
   “By the way, did anyone have any complaints? For going this far for my sake…”
 
   In response, Park Je-soon shook his head . 
 
   “No such thing would ever happen . On the contrary, everyone listened to your story and readily agreed . Wasn’t that what happened, Ilsu?”
 
   In response, a big man who called Park Je-soon “hyung-nim” a little while ago, nodded his head . “By all means . It’s just helping a new member of the family, we can at least do this much . Everyone feels the same way . ”
 
   Immediately, there were words of agreement . 
 
   “I’d have to agree with you . As soon as I heard the story, I knew I had to help . ”
 
   “Just buy me a drink later . ”
 
   “Yes, the youngest will buy our celebration drink if he comes out alive!”
 
   All the people who spoke glared at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   It was the glare of a snake looking at a mouse in a corner . 
 
   ‘So everyone agreed, aight . ’
 
   Despite noticing the glares, Kim Woo-jin replied with a smile . 
 
   “Please take good care of me, I look forward to working with you all . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s fourth dungeon hunt just got started . 
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   As soon as the lights went out, tall trees emerged . 
 
   The gray trees, which rose straight up like a telephone pole, gave the forest an urban atmosphere . Rather feeling the richness of a forest, the asphalt-like world gave them an unpleasant premonition . 
 
   “I’ve never been in a place like this before . ”
 
   “What kind of trees are they?”
 
   Park Je-soon’s party members made a grim face upon seeing the sight . 
 
   These gray forests could not help but appear unpleasant to them, who had only seen green forests uptil now . 
 
   “Come on, let’s get our act together . ”
 
   It was Park Je-soon who settled the uneasy mood . 
 
   “Don’t be frightened, it’s not like the trees will kill us . The only thing we need to watch out for are the monsters . Aight, then let’s search around first . ”
 
   Park Je-soon skillfully directed the party . 
 
   Then the party members came to their senses one by one and started to perform their duties . 
 
   With the exception of Kim Woo-jin, everyone else looked like players who were level 17 or above . 
 
   To reach level 17, it took experience clearing at least ten dungeons . 
 
   Therefore, even if they were slightly disturbed at first, they were definitely different from those cocky newbies who were below level 10 when it came to encountering unexpected situations . 
 
   “Um, I’ll handle the role of a scout . ”
 
   At that time, Kim Woo-jin asked to be in charge of scouting the perimeter . 
 
   “Scout?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “Your ability has nothing to do with scouting, right? Will you be okay?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s halo was the Emissary of the Underworld . 
 
   Most of the players with the Emissary of the Underworld as their halo usually played the role between magicians and swordsmen . They were often called magic swordsmen by other players . 
 
   It was an inappropriate halo for taking the role of a scout . 
 
   Furthermore, Kim Woo-jin said his ability was based around the poison from his blood poisoning . 
 
   “I should be a help to everyone like this . ”
 
   After Kim Woo-jin’s remark, there was no more opposition to his request . 
 
   There was no reason to refuse to him when he volunteered to assume such a dangerous role . ‘It’s better if he dies . ’
 
   If there was an unfortunate incident, then it would be like everyone blowing their noses without using their hands . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin left the area to assume his role as a scout . 
 
   The rest immediately started chatting . 
 
   “What a foolish fellow, he’s the type of person who would end up killing himself even when left alone . ”
 
   “That’s right . Hyung-nim, it seems like all that time and energy we spent were in vain . I think he would have died even if we left him alone . ”
 
   Park Je-soon, who tapped himself on the head with his staff, thought so as well . 
 
   ‘Damn it, and here I thought he was something…’
 
   At first, he was very wary of Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   It was because of the rumor . 
 
   Although the rumors that he stole a boss monster on the verge of death were bad rumors, it still required certain degree of skill and ability to steal a boss monster from a group of players . 
 
   Even though it was a boss monster on the verge of death, didn’t it also mean he had the experience of clearing a dungeon by himself?
 
   Looking at his result and accomplishments alone, everyone would, at the very least, think that he had the basics down . 
 
   ‘To think that he was just lucky . ’
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin’s actions showed that he did not even understand the word “basic” anywhere . 
 
   He was a case in which he got this far due to his good luck . 
 
   He was also of a common breed . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   There were plenty of cases in which players were lucky enough to go on a roll . Then as soon as their luck ran out, it was “game over” for them . 
 
   ‘I can’t believe he uses poison as well . ’
 
   Furthermore, Kim Woo-jin’s ability was poison!
 
   It was the best ability to produce results beyond one’s ability when luck went the person’s way . 
 
   ‘The kids are right . He would have died even if I left him alone . ’
 
   In other words, even if Park Je-soon didn’t go out of his way to eliminate him, he would have died in a dungeon . 
 
   ‘Shit . ’
 
   When he came to such a conclusion, Park Je-soon’s heart began to ache with bitterness . 
 
   ‘My 100 million won…’
 
   The amount of money and effort he put in to deal with Kim Woo-jin was not low . 
 
   “Anything’s fine . It just has to be certain he dies . ”
 
   Thus, Park Je-soon emphasized to his party members that it had to be definite . 
 
   “We have to somehow check his dead body . We also have to take care of everything in here . ” Everyone nodded at those statements . 
 
   “Absolutely . ”
 
   “You can count on us . ”
 
   None of those who answered had any hesitation . 
 
   It wasn’t because they were determined or because they had a strong resolve . 
 
   “I mean it’s not like this is our first or second time doing it . ”
 
   They were just used to doing this . 
 
   “So, what are we going to do? Should we just remove him when he comes? Or should we use a monster?”
 
   Park Je-soon smiled at that question . 
 
   “Use him as much as we can until we can’t use him anymore . Let’s use him as a bait until he can’t be used for now . ”
 
   Thirty minutes later, Kim Woo-jin appeared . 
 
   “Hey, hey! We’re in trouble!”
 
   He ran in a rush while having trouble breathing . 
 
    
 
   “Hey, hey!”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who went on a search, rushed toward Park Je-soon and his party . 
 
   Park Je-soon and his party members were now fully alert, and started preparing for battle . 
 
   There was only one case in which the scout came back in a such an urgent way . 
 
   ‘Damn it, that bastard!’
 
   ‘To hell with you . If you are going to fucking die, die alone!’
 
   It was a case when the scout draws a monster back to their party . 
 
   Of course, Park Je-soon and his party were appalled . 
 
   It was not easy for them to manage their facial expressions . 
 
   Soon after joining the party, Kim Woo-jin approached Park Je-soon and said urgently . 
 
   “There’s a troll coming from over there . ”
 
   Everyone’s faces became twisted upon his remark . 
 
   “Fucking really!?”
 
   “Why would you scout like that!”
 
   Angry shouts sprang up everywhere . 
 
   They couldn’t help it when they thought of a fearsome monster like a troll . 
 
   Trolls were not easy to damage with physical attacks . 
 
   That is why it was important to create an environment where magicians can use their magic safely after setting up a sufficient amount of traps . 
 
   They had to take the initiative . It was a monster that they couldn’t allow to dictate the pace of the battle . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “You want to die, son of a bitch?”
 
   That’s why they couldn’t help but feel angry toward Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Everyone hold it together!”
 
   It was Park Je-soon who calmed their anger . 
 
   “Warriors in the front . Healer be on standby . First, two of us will prepare our magic . Don’t forget to prepare the oil!”
 
   After receiving the commands, everyone took out their oils from their inventories . 
 
   It was to use fireball magics after pouring oils on the troll’s body . 
 
   It was the most methodical tactic for the situation . 
 
   “Get in battle formation!”
 
   Everyone got in their battle position for the upcoming battle as well . 
 
   Two soldiers wearing iron armor stood in the front to face the troll, while the healer stood by to deploy heal and move at any time, and behind them were two magicians including Park Je-soon . 
 
   “I will go first!”
 
   One of them started casting . 
 
   Standing straight, he put his hands together . Then the flame started to coil around his palms . 
 
   The coiled fire began to grow . 
 
   After he saw it, Park Je-soon looked away . 
 
   There’s only one left . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin, you…”
 
   Naturally, Park Je-soon was thinking of send Kim Woo-jin at the front to attract the troll’s attention . 
 
   He intended to call out Kim Woo-jin’s name to send him to the front line right now . 
 
   But Park Je-soon wasn’t able to spit out those words . 
 
   Seug!
 
   A small but an extremely sharp dagger cut through Park Je-soon’s windpipe in an instant . 
 
   Ugh!
 
   With the sound of Park Je-soon’s breath escaping his body, he dropped to the floor . 
 
   The fallen Park Je-soon could not even let out a scream . 
 
   He could only look at what was happening . 
 
   It was the scene of Kim Woo-jin running away with the healer after slicing through the healer’s neck so that he could not be treated by his colleague . 
 
    
 
   What was most important in a battle was the timing of the ambush . 
 
   No one would deny the importance of knowing the right time for initiation . 
 
   It was as important as knowing the right time for retreat . 
 
   You don’t have to force yourself to do it all at once . 
 
   It was good to bite your opponent’s neck to make them bleed, but it was also not bad for you to keep your opponent in a corner and bleed out his blood . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin wanted to hunt Park Je-soon in the latter way . 
 
   He did not intend to engage in bloody battles against people who weren’t new to murdering, especially since they had six levels or greater advantages, unless absolutely necessary . 
 
   This was why Kim Woo-jin did not bite more than he could chew in the first battle . He left Park Je-soon in a state where he was unable to battle and also took the healer with him after . 
 
   He wanted to break the opponent’s core strength first and then take care of the rest . 
 
   “Fuck, without Young-wook, we’ll all die!”
 
   “What do we do?”
 
   “We gotta catch him!”
 
   The decision that Park Je-soon’s party opted for was to chase Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   The two warriors from the Undying Fighter halo simultaneously began to chase after Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   It was a rather reasonable judgment . 
 
   ‘It will be troublesome if we let him escape right now . ’
 
   “That bastard’s level is below ours . There is no reason for us to be unable to catch him . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s level was lower than theirs . 
 
   Which meant no matter how much points Kim Woo-jin invested in his constitution, there was almost no way he had a higher constitution than them . 
 
   In other words, there was no reason for them to lose against Kim Woo-jin when it came to speed and close-range fights . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was also well aware of that fact . 
 
   ‘So, they decided to chase . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin also planned for things to go this way . 
 
   30 minutes . There was no way he spent 30 minutes fooling around smoking his cigarette or something, was there?
 
   The translucent wire hidden between the trees finally caught on a person’s ankles . 
 
   “Uah!”
 
   A cry came out from a man who fell . 
 
   But the cry did not last long . 
 
   In the place where he fell, a sharp piles of stone that had been prepared penetrated into the man’s face . 
 
   Fortunately, his helmet prevented his face from being smashed into a pulp . 
 
   Ppudeug!
 
   But It could not prevent his neck from being twisted backward . 
 
   Pudruru!
 
   Not too long after, the body of the man with a broken neck started to convulse as if it had been electrocuted . 
 
   “Jun-Wook!”
 
   The remaining one screamed in surprise upon seeing how his colleague had just been excluded from the fight . 
 
   “Hey, you fucking son of a bitch!”
 
   Soon after, he vented his anger against the main culprit of the whole affair . 
 
   That was all . 
 
   “Come out! Come out, you son of a bitch!”
 
   The man who could only vent his anger, Jung Il-soo, did not move from his position . 
 
   He knew that if he recklessly moved out of anger, he would end up just like his colleague . 
 
   “Fucking bastard, I told you to get out!”
 
   In response to Jung Il-soo’s repeated shouts, figures that were hiding behind the tree came out . 
 
   “Let’s go, you son of a bitch… huh?”
 
   However, the figures that appeared were goblin skeletons . 
 
   “Uh? Uh?”
 
   Not one but three . 
 
   Three goblin skeleton soldiers slowly narrowed the distance between Jung Il-soo, each holding a dagger in its hand . 
 
   “Wha, what?”
 
   With the arrival of the goblin skeletons, Jung Il-soo started to shrink back in fear . 
 
   His entire body showcased how he was overwhelmed with fear rather than reason . 
 
   Tteolgeuleogtteolgeuleog!
 
   This fact prompted the skeletons to rush at the man without any hesitation . 
 
   A few minutes later, a scream echoed in the woods . 
 
    
 
   “Eueu, what happened?”
 
   Park Je-soon, who managed to heal his neck wounds with the help of a healing potion, carefully opened his mouth while lying down . 
 
   “I don’t know… Kuk!”
 
   But what followed the question was the moan of his last companion . 
 
   “What, what is it?”
 
   He looked at his colleague who was treating him . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Argh, bow…”
 
   A colleague knelt to the floor after answering . He wasn’t dead . 
 
   Puk!
 
   But at the mercy of another arrow, the companion fell forward . 
 
   “Shit, what the hell is happening…”
 
   Park Je-soon rose reflexively from his seat . 
 
   However, the moment he got up, a terrible dizziness struck Park Je-soon . 
 
   “Ugh!”
 
   Park Je-soon stumbled and fell to the floor . 
 
   The wound was treated, but he was still anemic from the severe blood loss . 
 
   It was also the most frightening symptom . 
 
   It was a sign that Park Je-soon didn’t have much blood left at this point . 
 
   Nevertheless, Park Je-soon tried to rise . However, he couldn’t get up, forcing him to move his upper body instead . 
 
   Then he turned his head in the direction of where the arrows came from . 
 
   A man with three goblins, who was knocking a new arrow in his bow could be seen . 
 
   Park Je-soon knew the person’s face . 
 
   “Ki, Kim Woo-jin!”
 
   But the image of Kim Woo-jin in Park Je-soon’s eyes was not something he had ever seen from a player . 
 
   It was a image of a beast whose eyes shone brightly upon seeing its prey . 
 
   Facing such a horror, Park Je-soon had no doubt in his mind that Kim Woo-jin had already killed his healer and his two warrior companions . 
 
   Moreover, Park Je-soon did not question Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘I, I’m going to die . ’
 
   Park Je-soon was more aware than anyone as to why Kim Woo-jin would want to kill Park Je-soon and his companions . 
 
   “Ple, please spare me . ”
 
   Therefore, Park Je-soon begged for his life instead of asking why . 
 
   “I, I’ll do anything for you . Money, I’ll get you as much money as I can . ”
 
   He began to negotiate for his life . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin pulled his bow without any hesitation . 
 
   “I have secretly hidden items! There’s something I snuck out from behind! I have things I have accumulated secretly!”
 
   Then Park Je-soon screamed . 
 
   Despite the anemia caused by his severe blood loss making him dizzy, Park Je-soon did not stop . “When I die, you won’t be able to get all the items I secretly hid away! I’m the only one who knows where it is! Ah, no, I also know other players’ secrets besides that! There’s a lot of things that can be turned into money!”
 
   He repeatedly stressed the benefits of keeping him alive . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin did not respond and remained indifferent to Park Je-soon’s pleading . 
 
   In the first place, the situation was neither a revenge against one’s sworn enemy nor a duel with one’s honor at stake . 
 
   It was nothing more than a hunter hunting his game . 
 
   Of course, there was no need for a sympathy or room for negotiation . 
 
   Above all, Kim did Woo-jin not have to try to listen to the story from the living . 
 
   Soon, Kim Woo-jin let go of the bowstring with a calm face . 
 
   Paang!
 
   After a brief shriek, an arrowhead made of his own blood pierced Park Je-soon’s chest . 
 
   Park Je-soon had taken off his leather armor during the process of treating the wound on his neck, making it possible for Kim Woo-jin’s arrow to strike at his open chest . 
 
   Heart, it pierced exactly at the location of his heart . 
 
   At that moment, Park Je-soon uttered his final will . 
 
   “Le, legendary itemm…”
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked surprised for the first time . 
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 Chapter 18 
   
 
   The value of a legendary item was indescribable . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   
 
   
 
   It is very expensive not only for ordinary people but it was unbelievably expensive even to people who had a lot money and assets . 
 
   What was even more surprising was that most of the time, a legendary item could not be bought no matter how much money was offered . 
 
   Indeed, one could count in their hands the number of times legendary items were traded in the market . 
 
   Also, the transaction details itself was vaguely listed in a way similar to how a company revealed its M&A, just stating that there was such a trade . 
 
   The value of a legendary item was immense to such a degree . 
 Oh my god . Wow, oh my god! Oh my god! It’s a legendary! My legendary! 
   It was enough to completely change one’s life . 
 No, wait a minute . Doesn’t this mean that if someone finds out that I have this item, I’m finished? Shit . 
   However, there was no guarantee that such a transformation would unconditionally be positive . Rather, it was often negative . 
 
   When it became known that a player had a legendary item, from then on, they were virtually seen as monsters that dropped a legendary item . 
 
   As I mentioned before, legendary items were not things that could simply be put on the market to find buyers or subject to such transactions . 
 Shit… if I want to sell this I have to give this to Park Yong-wan but he will definitely rip me off . No, that bastard is the kind of person that would silence me . That guy is no good . And if I hand it over to the guild directly, Park Yong-wan will not leave me alone . I will still be traced even if I put this on the black market . 
   Items or skill pages of the legendary rank were not something ordinary markets could handle . 
 
   In the end, there was only one way to sell it .  
 I should be able to sell it when my level is high enough… I can track a buyer once I’m strong enough then I can try to sell it . 
   To become a seller after you have enough power or influence to not be robbed by others . 
 
   Until then, he had to hide the fact that he had items of the legendary class rating and keep them safely locked up in his arms . 
 
   [Plus Ultra]
 Item Rank: Legendary Must be level 1 or above to use Item Description: A ring that allows one to surpass one’s limit . Its worth cannot be described in mere words . Increase all skill ranks by one 
   Park Je-soon, he lived with a legendary class ring on his finger and hid that fact behind him . 
 
   ‘A plus ring . ’
 
   That was the reason why Kim Woo-jin was surprised . 
 
   ‘I never thought I’d get this . ’
 
   Plus Ultra . 
 
   The item was familiar to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin also knew how great the item actually was . 
 
   The option itself may not seem that spectacular and amazing for a legendary item . 
 
   The legendary skill, ”Eyes of Anubis,” allowed Kim Woo-jin to read the memories of the dead very quickly . Its option was like giving Kim Woo-jin a supernatural power . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Compared to that, the option to increase all skill ranks by one didn’t look so great . 
 
   In fact, the power of the ring will not do much for the current Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   However, once one’s skill rank reached the master S-rank, the ring would show unbelievable power beyond one’s imagination . 
 
   ‘I got way more than I thought I would . ’
 
   The power of this ring allows one to use one’s master rank skill as an EX rank or a transcendence rank . 
 
   It was a big deal . 
 
   Raising a skill to a master rank required a lot of time, effort, and talent . Achieving transcendence rank required insane luck similar to acquiring a legendary item . However, all this could be solved with just one item . 
 
   In fact, the man who used this item in the past bought something that could not normally be bought with money . ‘Hayashi Konsuke, now I know why the broker had this . ’
 
   Hayashi Konsuke . 
 
   A former broker of a black market in Asia, who offered the plus ring to a man which allowed him to dominate the black market industry in Asia by gaining that man’s protection . 
 
   I understand how Johann Georg got his hands on this now . 
 
   The King of the Undead!
 
   He was the one who Hayashi Konsuke gave up the plus ring to in exchange for protection . 
 
   ‘He ripped it off from Park Je-soon and offered it to him . ’
 
   Naturally, it was none other than Hayashi Konsuke who provided Park Je-soon and his party with this dungeon . 
 
   It was not unreasonable . 
 
   ‘Of course, he was also the one who helped Park Yong-wan through the whole process when he sold items and players to Japan as well . I thought it was Park Yong-wan who had secured the plus ring and gave it to Johann Georg, but to think it actually went like this . ’
 
   Considering the relationship between Park Yong-wan and Hayashi Konsuke, it was certain . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin did not think there were any doubts about their connection . 
 
   What’s important now was that Kim Woo-jin found the entrance to the market that Hayashi Konsuke created in Korea . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin acquired another fang once again . 
 
   Without hesitation, Kim Woo-jin put on his new fang into his left pinky . 
 
   When he put on the ring that was big enough to fit his thumb on his left pinky, it coiled around Kim Woo-jin’s pinky like a snake . 
 
   ‘Ah!’
 
   At the same time, an immensely hot energy that Kim Woo-jin himself could feel was coursing from his little finger into his heart .  
 
   [The Power of Plus Ultra is Assimilated]
 
    
 
   [Achievement ‘Possessor of Plus Ultra’ is Achieved]
 
    
 
   [All Skill Ranks Will Increase By One Due to the Effects of Plus Ultra]
 
    
 
   [Skeleton Soldier Skill Rank Increases to C-Rank]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   [Blood Poisoning Skill Rank Increases to D-rank]
 
    
 
   [Blood Weapon Skill Rank Increases to E-Rank]
 
    
 
   ‘To think I would get a spec-up like this . ’
 
   After completing equipping the item, Kim Woo-jin once again checked his strength . 
 
   [Skeleton Soldier]
 Skill Rank: C Skill Effect: Using a corpse as a sacrifice, a skeleton soldier is summoned . Number of Skeleton Soldiers that Can Be Summoned: 5 
   [Possessor of Plus Ultra]
 Achievement Rank: Legendary Achievement Effect: All stats +5% 
   [Kim Woo-jin]
 Level: 11 Halo: The Emissary of the Underworld Stats: Constitution (35+14)/ Strength (2+13)/ Mana (3+13) Unallocated Points: 0 
   ‘Five skeleton soldiers . ’
 
   What was most noticeable was that the number of skeleton soldiers that he could now summon amounted to five . 
 
   ‘My mana can’t keep up anymore . ’
 
   Three skeleton soldiers alone pushed his mana to its limit . 
 
   Summoning all five was not possible at this time . 
 
   However, Kim did not worry for long . 
 
   ‘If it’s not enough, I can do it myself . ’
 
   He still had his most powerful card, Kim Woo-jin, he himself . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin did not hesitate . 
 
   I guess I should decide what to put in my inventory after I finish hunting the troll . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin started the troll hunt . 
 
    
 
   Troll . 
 
   A monster with a height between 3 and 4 meters, short legs and long arms, and a body that resembles a gourd . 
 
   The most frightening aspect of this monster was its regeneration . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   A monster that wouldn’t step back easily despite a serious injury was a nightmare for warrior class users . 
 
   There were two ways to kill a troll . 
 
   One must either put oil on its body and set it on fire, or continue to cut up his flesh as if it you were slicing sashimi . 
 
   Of course, the former was the standard method . 
 
   Wasn’t it much easier and simpler to dump oil on a troll’s body and set it on fire?
 
   You know, you just had to wait for the troll to go crazy and die . Furthermore, there was almost no room for mistake with this method . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin naturally planned to use fire . 
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin had his skeleton soldiers . 
 
   While the skeleton soldiers attracted the troll’s attention, all he had to do was throw a wooden bottle containing oil and lubricate the troll’s body . 
 
   He could also use the skeleton soldiers as suicide soldiers . 
 
   There was no reason to consider the method . 
 
   Keuoeo!
 
   He certainly thought so until he saw his three goblins soldiers start to synchronize their breath and repeatedly sliced the troll’s legs . 
 
   In other words, when Kim Woo-jin saw the scene, he had to delay the plan he had prepared for a while . 
 
   ‘It’s not even funny . ’
 
   He started to chuckle as if he had nothing to say about the situation . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   Urk! Urg!
 
   The troll screamed and collapsed onto the floor . 
 
   Kugung!
 
   The massive body hit the ground and gave off a violent sound . 
 
   However, no sound escaped from the skeleton soldiers . 
 
   Ttalgeulag ttalgeulag!
 
   Only the sounds of bones could be heard as they persistently slashed at the already ragged legs of the troll . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin shook his head at this scene . 
 
   ‘I didn’t expect this to happen . ’
 
   The troll was a monster with a weak defense . 
 
   When looking at defense alone, trolls were indeed inferior to the orcs . 
 
   That’s why the second way to kill them was to repeatedly cut up their body . 
 
   Therefore, players with sufficient skills did not necessarily use the first method, but the second . There definitely were players who persistently cut its body to rapidly reduce its regeneration . 
 
   A troll’s regeneration was not absolute . 
 
   However, even then, the fact that skeleton soldiers with the small frame of a goblin consistently avoided the troll’s enormous club and concentrated their attacks only on his legs couldn’t be explained with mere talent and abilities . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Urg! Urg!
 
   The troll pitifully struggled to escape from the goblin skeleton soldiers, who were only half his size . 
 
   The giant troll began to crawl in fear . 
 
   It was also the first time Kim Woo-jin saw such a thing . 
 
   On the other hand, it was a common sight for those who either watched Kim Woo-jin from behind or had to face him . 
 
   ‘Now I know why they looked at me that way . ’
 
   It was because Kim Woo Jin was just like them . 
 
   When dealing with the giant troll, a monster with a low resistance to fire, Kim Woo-jin defeated it in such a way . 
 
   ‘They have the right to call me a son of a bitch . ’
 
   It was Kim Woo-jin who was now being critical of himself . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, of course, did not just watch . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin threw the oil bottle in his hand at the escaping troll . 
 
   Jjaeaeng!
 
   The oil bottle flew in a parabolic arc and broke over the troll’s body, covering its body with oil and wood chips . 
 
   Meanwhile, Kim Woo-jin lit a fire on his arrow by using a flint .  
 
   The arrow holding an oil-soaked cloth was blazing with fire, and then it too drew a parabola and pierced the troll’s body . 
 
   Hwaleuleu!
 
   The troll’s body was set on fire . 
 
   Urrrrgh!
 
   The flames started to burn away the troll’s rationality . 
 
   The scene brought the skeleton soldiers’ attacks to a halt . 
 
   Instead of recklessly charging at the agonizing troll who was frantically thrashing around, they decided to watch the situation . 
 
   One of them looked at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Like a puppy that just had his toy taken away when he was playing with it . 
 
   Meanwhile, Kim Woo-jin also looked at the skeleton soldier and thought . 
 
   ‘I wonder if they can use a bow as well?’
 
   [You Have Leveled Up . ] [There Are 3 Trolls Remaining]
 
    
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin heard his 12th level-up . 
 
   ‘There is no reason to waste time here . ’
 
   Immediately after hearing the notification, Kim Woo-jin proceeded to find his next prey . Skeleton soldiers, each holding a weapon in their hand, followed Kim Woo-jin like baby ducks chasing after the mother duck . 
 
   Also, one of them carried a bow in its hand . 
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   Players conducted a lot of research on monsters . 
 
   The information on the characteristics of monsters, their habits, and their behaviors could be traded for money . 
 
   Of course, a lot of research performed didn’t mean a lot of players performed it . 
 
   When a small group of players develops a method through extensive research and experimentation, most players just copy it . 
 
   There were no patent rights for how to handle and hunt monsters . Even if there was such right, it was impossible to enter the dungeon and watch over all the players . . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin naturally belonged to the researcher type . 
 
   In a way, he was forced to study . 
 
   The Messiah Guild had to walk on a noble path, bearing a noble yet heavy responsibility that no one else had to bear . All in order to achieve more than what their one life could currently offer, they fanatically researched . 
 
   Urk! Arrg!
 
   The current scene where a troll was being severely abused by his five goblin skeletons was a fruit of Kim Woo-jin’s research . 
 
   Tteolgeuleogtteolgeuleog!
 
   Four skeleton soldiers were ruthlessly cutting up the troll’s legs without a hint of mercy . 
 
   This was only possible because Kim Woo-jin was their owner . 
 
   Ting!
 
   One of the goblin skeletons joyously and frantically shot arrows like crazy, this was also possible because it was Kim Woo-jin’s skeleton soldier . 
 
   Tteolgeuleogtteolgeuleog!
 
   After running out of arrows to shoot, it casually approached Kim Woo-jin and blatantly asked for more arrows . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin gave a wry smile at the gesture . 
 
   ‘To think I would be rewarded this way for all my suffering so far . ’
 
   Kim Woo thought with a bitter smile . 
 
   ‘But if I’m satisfied here, that will be it . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t satisfied just because his skeleton soldiers fought well . 
 
   He certainly didn’t intend to leave his fate to his skeleton soldiers . . 
 
   Above all, Kim Woo-jin still hasn’t forgotten . 
 
   ‘No matter how strong the skeleton soldier becomes, it can’t reach Lee Se-joon by itself . ’
 
   He hasn’t forgotten who his last prey was . 
 
   [You Have Leveled Up] [All 4 Trolls Have Been Successfully Hunted] [You Have Cleared the Dungeon]
 
    
 
   In his ears, Kim Woo-jin heard his level-up notification followed by a notification of the dungeon clearance . 
 
   As soon as Kim Woo-jin heard the sound, he remembered a plan he had imagined in his head . 
 
   ‘It will be April 5th when I go out, It looks like I will be right on time for the big event . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   On April 5, there will be a huge event, big enough to shake the entire Korean Peninsula . 
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who left the dungeon gate, was greeted by a warm temperature as well the strong scent of spring, completely differently from the early spring cold which made his skin shrink before he entered the dungeon . 
 
   A Damas, which now didn’t look much different from a scrapped car, was waiting together for Kim Woo-jin with the spring tide . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin approached the Damas . 
 
   Dururuc!
 
   Then he opened the car door . 
 
   This time, a shovel welcomed Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   With the shovel, Kim Woo-jin began digging up the ground that was a few steps away from the car . 
 
   Cang!
 
   Soon there was the sound of a metallic crash . 
 
   A small safe emerged from the pit . 
 
   It was a safe that contained the players’ main belongings, their smartphones, their car keys, and their wallets . 
 
   Ttalkkag!
 
   Kim Woo-jin skillfully unlocked the safe with a password . 
 
   Soon after, he turned on a black smartphone . 
 
   He saw several text messages . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin then looked at one of the texts .  
 
   [Dungeon Condition Report] [Dungeon Condition Report]
 
    
 
   There were texts received from a particular number in a twelve hours interval . 
 
   There were no caller id . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin sent a text message directly to the number .  
 
   50403202 .  
 
   It was a code . 
 
   ‘Cautious bastard . ’
 
   Hayashi Konsuke . It was the code needed to talk to him . 
 
   It was only logical . 
 
   A man who is involved in illegal activities in another country can not work in a straightforward manner . Despite this, however, Hayashi Konsuke created a fence between himself and his customers . 
 
   It was a fence to protect himself if the customer’s smartphone was turned over or stolen by someone, the code existed to identify the person on the other side . 
 
   ‘The date in reverse . ’
 
   In addition, the password was the date backwards . 
 
   It meant that the password changed every day, it was simple yet effective . 
 
   Uung!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Immediately, he got a call from a new number . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered the phone . 
 
   “I got the call . ”
 
   “Who is this?”
 
   “This is Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   “What about Park Je-soon?”
 
   “He died in the dungeon . ”
 
   Rapid answers . 
 Your relationship? 
   “I was his partner . ”
 
   The conversation paused for a while at the unexpected reply . 
 What about the troll’s blood? 
   The question came after a minute or so . 
 
   “I have secured about 15 liters or so . ”
 Do you know how to trade them? 
   “I have heard everything from Mr . Park Je Soon . ”
 Please accept my sympathies . 
   That was the end of the call . 
 
   Ttuk!
 
   The other party went off the phone cold . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin frowned . 
 
   ‘It’s more annoying when you hear his voice after a long time . ’
 
   In fact, Kim Woo-jin pondered about it until the end . 
 
   Whether to use Hayashi Konsuke or kill him . 
 
   Now that Kim Woo-jin has secured the plus ring, the relationship between Hayashi Konsuke and Johann Georg virtually disappeared, and the value Hayashi Konsuke had also dropped significantly . 
 
   With such decrease in his value, it would not be bad for him to remove Konsuke Hayashi, who does more harm than good to the world, and to eat the items and funds he has acquired so far . But in the end, Kim Woo-jin chose to use him . 
 
   ‘If it were not for this event, I would have removed him without hesitation . ’
 
   The decisive factor that shifted his decision was none other than the big event that was about to begin . 
 
   To check out the big event, Kim Woo-jin searched the portal site after taking out his smartphone . Immediately, an article came up .  
 
   [A+ Rank Dungeon Discovered in Busan!] 
 
    
 
   This was the big event Kim Woo-jin was waiting for . 
 
    
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   [A+ Rank 1 Floor Dungeon Discovered!] [Must Be Below Level 20 to Enter!] [Entry Limit 150 People!]
 
    
 
   A+ Rank Dungeon Appears!
 
   Such news shook the entire population of Korea . 
 
   They couldn’t help but be shaken . 
 
   “A+ Rank… Isn’t this the second time for Korea?”
 
   “It has only happened twenty times in the entire continent of Asia . Also, If you think about the size of Korea, it’s same as Korea hitting the lottery back to back . ’
 
   “Anyway if it’s an A + rank dungeon…”
 
   “A+ rank dungeons have dropped a legendary item seven out of twenty times . Furthermore, unique items just poured out like crazy . ”
 
   A+ rank dungeons had a high chance of producing items of a high grade, including legendary items . 
 
   People call it a dungeon, but it was more like a treasure island than a dungeon . 
 
   “Moreover the entry limit is 150 people? Isn’t that a lot?”
 
   “I think it’s the first time since the Tokyo dungeon that appeared in Japan a year ago . Isn’t it too much?”
 
   “Not enough . It’s impossible for a guild to bid exclusively for A rank or higher dungeons . And since it’s a A+ rank dungeon… I’m sure that even all the Tom, Dick, and Harry guilds are going to go for it . ”
 
   “At least ten of the guilds will bid, and each guild will probably be given about 15 seats . ”
 
   “Hopefully, that will be the case . There could be 150 guild bidding . ”
 
   Naturally, they had to be extremely restrictive in their access to the island . 
 
   “The bidding is going to be very competitive . ”
 
   “Money alone probably can’t solve it . ”
 
   “I mean, isn’t this the only time when the government can take advantage of the players? Maybe they will bind the players with a contract . ”
 
   Plus, in order to secure the seats, they had to pay more than anyone else . 
 
   There was only one guild that could gain the seats without any bribes . 
 
   “However, the Messiah Guild will surely be given at least 10 seats even without any bribe . ”
 
   “Of course, if they don’t give seats to the Messiah guild, won’t they will begin protesting right in front of the blue house?”
 
   “The protestors are already on the move . They are demanding the government to just give the Messiah Guild full rights . ”
 
   “If you consider what the Messiah Guild has done, they should at least be awarded this way . ” Messiah Guild, only their place was guaranteed . 
 
   “In any case, the competition within any guild for the spots is going to be insane . ”
 
   “The competition won’t just be insane . The factions within the guild will do anything to put their people in . ”
 
   “Guild officials are going to go crazy . ”
 
   The rest of the guilds started a silent battle to get the seats and then fought again internally to fill it . 
 
   ‘Damn it . ’
 
   That’s how the war that dungeon support team leader Jeong Woo-seok was carrying out looked like . 
 
   ‘I thought 20 seats would be more than enough, but nobody is willing to compromise and let someone else take the seat . Damn, we’re the ones who fucking got the seats in the first place!’
 
   Just a moment ago when the Phoenix Guild secured as many as twenty seats, Jeong Woo-seok thought to himself that his job would be a lot easier . 
 
   Since there would be only 2 seats left in the Phoenix Guild after dividing among the 3 factions . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   He thought that the three major factions should easily be able to reach a conclusion through their own agreement . 
 
   ‘To think that they would rather have only one team…’
 
   It would still be alright even if not all three factions were allowed to participate in the expedition, but they were currently refusing to let multiple teams in . 
 
   This meant that there would be more competitors fighting for the seats . 
 
   It was understandable when one thought about it . 
 
   If the players were from different guilds, they may engage in a bloody fight for many possible reasons . 
 
   In contrast, it was difficult for the same guild members to have a bloody fight for any reason at all . 
 
   In other words, no one intended to cooperate . 
 
   Because everyone was overflowing with confidence . 
 
   ‘Well, they have basically piled and piled countless level 10 items since the beginning . ’
 
   And rightly so . 
 
   ‘Once they choose their members, it isn’t hard to lure them with unique items . ’
 
   It has been around four years since the world turned into a game . And like most games, there were now plenty of good items for the lower levels . 
 
   Jeong Woo-seok thought that it truly wasn’t difficult for them to equip their recruited members with all unique or higher items and turn them into a walking fortress . 
 
   No matter how much you invest, one legendary item will make everything worth it . 
 
   Also, this dungeon had more than enough merits to justify investing in . 
 
   ‘Their pride is on the line as well . ’
 
   At the same time, there were things more important than merit on the line . 
 
   Under these circumstances, the story of selecting members for the 20 seats that the Phoenix Guild has secured would not end easily . 
 
   ‘What a pain . ’
 
   Nobody could foresee how the story would unfold . 
 
   ‘There will be leftovers in the end…’
 
   The only thing that Jeong Woo-seok could say with confidence was that it was virtually impossible to organize all 20 positions, leaving one or two seats vacant . 
 
   And once that situation arrived, those one or two seats had to be somehow filled by someone . Who wouldn’t fill all 20 seats that they barely won?
 
   ‘Whoever that’s going to fill the spot will have a pretty strong line backing them . Or it could be someone with absolutely nothing . ’
 
   At that moment, the thought of a man popped up in his head . 
 
   ‘Players like Kim Woo-jin . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   The team leader Jeong Woo-seok, who thought of him, nodded . 
 
   ‘Yeah, a person like Kim Woo-jin who’s sincere, hard-working, and talented . At least there won’t be more trouble if he comes in . It would be better than putting someone with some money in there and then causing a ruckus . ’
 
   However, Jeong Woo-seok had a wry smile . 
 
   It was virtually impossible for Kim Woo-jin to get the spot . 
 
   ‘But there’s no way a player like Kim Woo-jin who has nothing will get the spot . Unless someone with a voice equivalent to Park Yong-wan mentions his name . ’
 
   Unless a miracle happens . 
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   It did not take long for the A+ class dungeon to become a big event that created a sensation in the Korean Peninsula . 
 
   [A+ Rank Dungeon Expedition, 12 Guilds Confirmed to Participate] [Government, “Given Out as Fairly as Possible”] [Messiah Guild 20 Seats Secured!] [Phoenix Guild 20 Seats Secured!]
 
    
 
   The government worked incredibly fast, and accordingly, the press fanned the news .  
 
   [Waiting for the best prospects in Korea!] [Special! Super Rookie 7 Interview!]
 
    
 
   A feature article plastered the portal site and a special broadcast dominated the channel .  
 
   [Popular singer Jung Yi-sung and Lee Jung-hyeop, a member of the Phoenix guild, shows off their friendship!]
 
    
 
   [Top model Han Yeo-jin, spending sweet time with lover promising star Jung Joo-hyuk from the Haitai Guild!]
 
    
 
   The celebrities made the event even hotter, as if they had been waiting for it . 
 
   The guilds who had secured spots also took advantage of this opportunity to spread their names .  
 
   [Skull Guild, “We will prove our guild’s potential!”] [Haitai Guild . “We will show results that exceed everyone’s imagination!”]
 
    
 
   Naturally, citizens and netizens also threw themselves into the blaze . 
 I wonder who’s going to clear this dungeon? Of course, It will be the Messiah Guild . Yep, Messiah . If you’re Korean, let’s please cheer for Messiah . 
   As expected, most of the internet activity that the public created were fired at the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Anyway, the Republic of Korea was crowded with stories regarding the A+ rank dungeon . 
 
   However, there was a separate area that was alienated from such a world . 
 
   Foreign Casino, The Oasis City, located in Yeongjong Island, Incheon, did not see a single bit of heat created by the A+class dungeon . 
 
   The private room with a table where Kim Woo-jin entered was the same . 
 
   “We have arrived . ”
 
   There were no signs of anxiety or crises in the room that Kim Woo-jin just entered under the surveillance of countless bodyguards . 
 
   Everyone looked at their cards with a serene expression on their faces, and the chips moved mechanically . 
 
   Among them, a big guy wearing a white suit and biting a cigar looked at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   A short sports haircut, tough look, and ugly looks reminded him of gangsters who were the main characters of this kind of stage . 
 
   ‘It’s been a long time . ’
 
   Then, the man wearing a white suit moved his jaw and a man with a highly contrasting look approached Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   It was a man with a small frame, torn eyes, prominent proboscis, and really unruly teeth like a rat in a ditch . 
 
   “He, Hello?”
 
   The man’s mouth awkwardly gave out a Korean word . 
 
   It was typical of Japanese people who barely learned Korean . 
 
   “Have you prepared the goods?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin had to act desperately in front of him . 
 
   ‘Still an unbelievable guy that I can’t laugh at . ’
 
   The actors were Konsuke Hayashi and Kim Woo-jin who was barely holding back his laughter in front of his face . 
 
   It was just as he said . 
 
   Konsuke Hayashi, the man who Kim Woo-jin wanted to meet, was the sloppy man in front of him . 
 
   The man who offered the plus ring to the King of the Undead and ruled the black market, encompassing all of Asia with his support, trading illegal weapons, drugs, humans, and even countries . 
 
   ‘Perhaps…’
 
   He was also a man with a very cruel spirit . 
 
   Even if it wasn’t profitable, he would be more than happy to kill a woman when he was in the mood to do so . 
 
   He had many talents and methods to turn human bodies into money . 
 
   Of course, he also had many enemies . 
 
   Nevertheless, he survived . He survived even longer than Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘Maybe the Messiah Guild is behind him . ’
 
   That was the only thing that made Kim Woo-jin hesitant . 
 
   Before he died, Park Shin-hye had told him . 
 
   That she was going to make a deal with the King of the Undead . 
 
   It was highly likely that the Messiah Guild put in a lot of effort to find out where Hayashi Konsuke, who was supporting the King of the Undead resided . 
 
   Otherwise, there was a high possibility that they already had a contact from the start . 
 
   Of course, that wasn’t important right now . 
 
   “Here are the goods . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin handed over the travel carrier that he had brought . 
 
   “Ah!”
 
   Konsuke Hayashi received the bag . 
 
   After handing over the bag, Kim Woo-jin asked . 
 
   “If there was a dungeon you were planning to give to brother Park Je-soon, would you introduce it to me?”
 
   These words made Konsuke Hayashi narrow his eyes to an extent . 
 
   His already small eyes made it hard to see it . 
 
   However, the look in his tapered eyes was certainly different . 
 
   “Bos, I will in, inform the boss . ”
 
   After speaking, Konsuke Hayashi approached the man playing poker, and the man glanced at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled back at his glare . 
 
   ‘He took the bait . ’
 
   From now on, Konsuke Hayashi will conduct a more aggressive investigation of Kim Woo-jin . Naturally, he will see how fucked-up Kim Woo-jin was before the world turned into a game . Based on that, he will conclude that Kim Woo-jin is not an ordinary guy, and that he is a man with a hidden skill set . 
 
   ‘Now he’ll deliver the bait to Park Yong-wan . ’
 
   All that information will go to Park Yong-wan . 
 
   ‘And to Park Yong-wan, there’s no better candidate than me to be his eyes . ’
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin will achieve what he wanted . 
 
   Konsuke Hayashi approached him and handed him a chip . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Here’s the chip . Take the chip and go outside and the dealer will exchange it . Is there anything else I can help you with?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin replied to the question . 
 
   “I actually didn’t bring a car . Could you call me a taxi? You only have to give me some taxi fee . ”
 
    
 
   Hannam-dong, Yongsan District, Seoul . 
 
   In one of Korea’s most famous courtyards was a stage where even most wealthy people couldn’t get close to . 
 
   There was a place where the heads of Korean conglomerates lived . 
 
   It was a castle . 
 
   A place where one had to be granted permission from the nobles of the castle to even be allowed to be their neighbors . 
 
   There was a man whom the owners of the castle had invited . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin? I think I heard of this name before . ”
 
   The protagonist was a handsome 29 year old man with a model-like body, who received a report from a beautiful secretary in a private mansion once owned by the head of the nation’s No . 2 conglomerate . 
 
   “You’ve probably heard of it during the transforming slime incident . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan . 
 
   Affiliated with the Phoenix Guild, he was the eighth player in Korea to reach level 100 . 
 
   That was enough to make him their neighbor, as one of the absolute authorities in the Republic of Korea . 
 
   More than anything else, was there a better neighbor than someone who can tear a monster’s body with his bare hands in a world full of monsters?
 
   “The guy that got the boss monster by stabbing his helpers in the back . ”
 
   “Oh, him . The guy who’s commonly referred to as a ‘son of a bitch’?”
 
   He was now talking about Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “At that time, I was told he was definitely not normal . ”
 
   Moreover, Park Yong-wan knew that Kim Woo-jin was not a son of a bitch who, as everyone claimed, lacked actual abilities . 
 
   It was natural for him to know . 
 
   “Yes, that’s how Baek Woo-suk testified . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan was one of the people who initially spread the bad rumors about Kim Woo-jin . “After that, we worked on it so that there wouldn’t be any noise . ”
 
   To be precise, Park Yong-wan’s faction did the job . 
 
   “But now, Hayashi sent you a profile of him?”
 
   Now the name of Kim Woo-jin has been mentioned once again . 
 
   “He went into a dungeon with Park Je-soon’s party but he was the only one who came back alive?”
 
   Following his name came the news of death of Park Je-soon’s death, a subordinate that Park Yong-wan cared a bit about . 
 
   “Well, Park Je-soon was too greedy considering his level of ability, so it wouldn’t be strange for him to go to hell at anytime . ”
 
   Of course, he didn’t feel even a drop of sadness about Park Je-soon’s death . 
 
   To Park Yong-wan, he was nothing more than a useful horse . 
 
   “It’s a shame though . I was going to use him as much as I could and get rid of him at the end . ”
 
   Instead, Park Yong-wan was planning to eliminate him quietly after he had fulfilled his use . 
 
   “So, what do you think?”
 
   “It’s possible that Park Je-soon knew Kim Woo-jin in the past . As you know, Park Se-joon was acquainted with gangsters that were active in Gangnam before becoming a player . It’s not unusual for him to know Kim Woo-jin . He might have hired him after Kim Woo-jin become a player . Actually, it was Park Je-soon who first contacted Kim Woo-jin . I heard that Park Je-soon called Kim Woo-jin to his office . ”
 
   “What is the possibility that Kim Woo-jin handled Park Je-soon?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Even if Park Je-soon’s abilities fall short when it comes to killing monsters, he’s not the type of person to get stabbed in the back by a player . Above all, Kim Woo-jin’s contact with Konsuke Hayashi via Park Je-soon’s communication network indicates that they at least had a partner-level relationship . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan nodded . 
 
   “So, Kim Woo-jin is someone who hid his abilities, and now he’s a free agent after Park Je-soon’s death, right?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “Your opinion?”
 
   “He’s certainly has something in mind . I’m sure there is room for negotiations . Above all, his background is clean . There are no signs of it being touched . His ability to survive has already been confirmed, so he doesn’t seem to lack the skill to be a watchdog . ”
 
   Watchdog . 
 
   That was why Park Yong-wan and his secretary took an interest in the little guy named Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “I always knew, but there isn’t a single player that I can trust even after I bought them items, paid them, and gave them all the support they needed . ”
 
   Park Yong-won formed a six-member party to attack the A+ rank dungeon . He also equipped them with the best unique items he could find . 
 
   The amount of money he spent was considerable . 
 
   Instead of counting, it was easier to calculate how much he spent by the unit of commercial buildings in Garosu road . 
 
   Naturally, the only reason for such an investment was the possibility of securing a legendary item . 
 
   “But here I am trying to recruit a watchdog because I’m afraid of them betraying me . What the fuck? Right?”
 
   But the problem was that there was no guarantee that the invested would be willing to hand over the legendary item once they had secured it . 
 
   Actually, there was nothing he could do if they tried to hide it . 
 
   “It’s better to trust a congressman than a player . ”
 
   First of all, Park Yong-wan knew better than anyone that the most treacherous people in the world were players . 
 
   “There’s probably only one player in the world, Lee Se-joon, that could be trusted . 
 
   “Yeah, I can probably only trust that little bastard . ”
 
   If one had to choose, one could only trust Messiah’s Lee Se-joon . 
 
   Anyway, Park Yong-wan needed to send a watchdog to monitor his investment . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin now was being referred to as a possible to candidate . 
 
   “Well, then let’s put him up as a possible candidate as well . ”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   Of course, It didn’t mean that he would be all-in on Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   From the beginning, even if he wanted to add Kim Woo-jin, it did not mean that he would be selected . 
 
   All Park Yong-wan could do was throw several balls . 
 
   “Throw the candidates, and the rest is up to the guild . Since the support team has a great influence in the selection, send a gift to team leader Jeong . ”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   Now, all that was left was to wait to see which balls to be selected . 
 
    
 
   Busan . 
 
   Although it was still a chilly spring, things were beginning to heat up . 
 
   [April 15th, Dungeon Clear Begins!] [Stars are Gathering in Busan!] [Will a Legendary Item Make an Appearance?]
 
   It was the heat created by an A+ rank dungeon, the second one to appear in Korea . 
 
   The parking lot of Bugyeong University, where the A+ rank dungeon was constructed by remodeling the university playground . 
 
   “Oh-my-God . Is there a motor show going on here?”
 
   “It looks like all the best cars in the world have gathered here . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was built for players and was packed with expensive cars that could be, most of the time, only seen through the use of a search engine . 
 
   “Bu, Bugatti! It’s a Bugatti!”
 
   “He, Here is a Koenigsegg!”
 
   There were even multi-billion won hypercars, which were hard to see on the Korean soil . 
 
   They could hardly look at it due to how much they shined . 
 
   “Players are really well off . ”
 
   “The players this time are on different levels . They are the most popular players, right?”
 
   “Hell, some people even struggle to get a part-time job to pay off their college tuition…”
 
   What’s more, this group was the prospects of top guilds, who showed the brightest talents and skills . They were like stars in the eyes of the public . 
 
   Royal Order . In order words, they simply only accepted the best . 
 
   If someone were to tell them to ride a light car, they were type of people to flatten the car right there at that moment . 
 
   “Hmm?”
 
   “Uh?”
 
   A worn-out light car appeared where the only the best of the best were gathered . 
 
   “Hey, what’s that?”
 
   “What is it? Is that person crazy?”
 
   “No . How did that person get in there with that car in the first place? I thought only players could park there, right?”
 
   “Huh, you’re right?”
 
   Everyone, with a look of dismay on their faces, stared vacantly at the car looking for a parking space . 
 
   As if he had found a parking space, he entered between two cars that took up two parking spaces . “Oh, my fucking god!”
 
   “Huk!”
 
   Koenigsegg Agera and a Bugatti . 
 
   It was the moment when a light car stood proudly among the vehicles whose price exceeded 2 billion won per unit . 
 
   Soon, the door of the light car abruptly opened as if it was going to hit the Bugatti, and within, a man came out . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin . He appeared . 
 
   Upon arrival, he immediately looked at the car next to him . 
 
   A car that costed more than 3 billion won, and even more when options were added . 
 
   A type of car that people, who love cars, would deeply admire . 
 
   It left a deep impression even on Kim Woo-jin as he stood in front of the car and looked at it . ‘Sigh . Parked correctly at least . ’
 
   That was all the appreciation he had for the car . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin did not have any more impressions of the car . 
 
   He didn’t think about how to take the car key off the owner or how much he could make if he sold it secondhand . 
 
   ‘I’m glad things went as planned, though . And I didn’t even have to reveal my ability . ”
 
   At this moment, there was only one thing Kim Woo-jin was after in his mind . 
 
   ‘I’m the one who will get the Orc Lord’s Fang . ’
 
   The item that this dungeon’s boss monster, the Orc Champion had in his possession, Orc Lord’s Fang . 
 
   That was Kim Woo-jin’s target this hunt . 
 
    
 
   Konsuke Hayashi appears to be loosely inspired by Miura Goro, a Japanese diplomat/assassin, one of the most reviled figures in Korean history . ” (Explanation for such racist description)
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   [Orc Champion’s Colony]
 Dungeon Floors: 1 Dungeon Rank: A+ Entry Condition: Must be below level 20 Dungeon Capacity: 150 People Clear Condition: Hunt the Orc Champion and kill 1000 orcs Dungeon Reward: A catalogue and an achievement to who kills the the 1,000th orc, a catalogue and an achievement will be given to the one who hunts the Orc Champion . 
   “As you can see from the dungeon report, this dungeon is believed to contain at least 1,000 orcs . ”
 
   The briefing for the single-floor dungeon, which was held in a university classroom, was clearly different from any other one-floor dungeon briefing meeting . 
 
   Its quality was similar to a PPT made by a large company after spending hundreds of billions of won . 
 
   “As for the Orc Champion…”
 
   Vibrant data including video clips filled the screen . 
 
   Some of them even contained the experience and advice of high level players, which couldn’t be purchased with money alone . 
 
   However, none of the players here were interested in these preparations . 
 
   Among the 20 players from the Phoenix Guild, four were just sleeping with their sleeping mask on, and fifteen had their eyes on their smartphones, their watches, or were dozing off in plain sight . 
 
   The one remaining person was interested in preparing for the dungeon but he wasn’t interested in the explanations given by the dungeon support team . 
 
   ‘Finally, I see some names I know . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin, the only one who seemed to be burning with an academic passion, was only interested in the name tags that the players were wearing . 
 
   ‘Though there is only one name I’m happy to see . ’
 
   He was looking at the profiles of those who participated in the dungeon attack, including the ones from the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   Of course, he wasn’t looking at them with good intentions . 
 
   At the very least, Kim Woo-jin didn’t view any of those people as a rescue target . 
 
   Instead, Kim Woo-jin was picking his targets . 
 
   ‘At that time, the number of survivors when the dungeon was completed was… I’m not sure . However, there were only around 70 people . ’
 
   According to Kim Woo-jin’s memory, the survival rate of this dungeon was less than 50 percent . In other words, the death rate was higher than 50 percent . 
 
   It wasn’t a good figure . 
 
   The best of the best players, armed with the best items, shouldn’t have had much trouble handling the orcs . 
 
   Taking that into consideration, nearly everyone should have survived . 
 
   This meant there had to be other variables excluding orcs that was responsible for such a high death rate . 
 
   ‘Though it was announced that nothing happened…’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   However, even though they had investigated what happened inside the dungeon after it was cleared, the perpetrators were neither discovered nor published . 
 
   Dead people can’t talk . 
 
   Furthermore, there was no evidence to back it up . 
 
   To put it differently, there was only doubt . 
 
   ‘Someone must have gotten rid of their competition . ’
 
   Doubts that a guild or multiple guilds took the opportunity to remove other guild’s prospects . 
 
   It wasn’t outside of expectations . 
 
   When explained in terms of the Major League, if given a chance to eliminate an opponent’s promising player who won 10 times in a row or hit 30 home runs each year and get away with it, they would not give up on that opportunity . Players weren’t kind enough to let go of such an opportunity when it’s in their grasp . 
 
   Above all, the world not mourn over a player’s death . 
 
   ‘The fact that the Messiah Guild wasn’t harmed was critical . It would be hard to touch the Messiah Guild . ’
 
   It only applied to those who weren’t from the Messiah Guild . 
 
   As a matter of fact, players from the Messiah Guild were not involved and had hunted like usual within the dungeon . 
 
   Rather, the Messiah Guild obtaining a legendary item had put everyone in a festive mood . 
 
   The Messiah Guild was the biggest beneficiary of this dungeon . 
 
   The Messiah Guild had gotten the Orc Lord’s Fang, the best item in this dungeon, a legendary item . 
 
   ‘Also, the fact that the fang was in Lee Se-joon’s hands was broadcasted live . ’
 
   The fact that the Messiah Guild’s players offered the legendary item to their savior, Lee Se-joon was broadcasted, resulting in celebrations from all across the world . 
 
   ‘In a nutshell, it was the Messiah Guild and Lee Se-joon who were the ones that had benefited the most from the case . ’
 
   However, the Messiah Guild that benefited the most from the dungeon was in the past; it was before Kim Woo-jin managed to return to the past . 
 
   They had injured their competitors, secured a legendary item, and proved to the world that the Messiah guild was the best . 
 
   ‘There’s something . ’
 
   That was the reason why Kim Woo-jin looked over the profiles of the players participating in the dungeon once again . 
 
   There is a high possibility that the Messiah Guild used another guild to do something . 
 
   He was also considering the possibility of the Messiah Guild doing something without acting themselves and soiling their reputation . 
 
   “This concludes the dungeon preparations . See you all tomorrow in front of the dungeon gate . ”
 
   The dungeon preparations finally concluded . 
 
   ‘The one that is the most suspicious is… the Skull Guild . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin also finished his preparations . 
 
    
 
   Moments before entering the dungeon gate . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Bugyeongdae, where the dungeon gate had spawned, was in a festive mood . 
 
   ‘With Skull Guild player Kim Tae-jun as the guest today…’
 
   From news to entertainment, various TV programs were filming all over the university, and some people were even throwing a party near the location . 
 
   ‘Let’s party without regret!’
 
   ‘Let’s gooooo!”
 
   For players who could die despite being skilled, and could not even have a grave, it was natural for them to be excited and have fun before entering a dungeon . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin was different . 
 
   He was not excited . 
 
   He checked and calculated it calmly again and again . 
 
   ‘What’s the chance I’ll die?’
 
   He was calculating while thinking about the likelihood for him to die in the dungeon . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was that kind of guy . 
 
   He was willing to die if necessary, but that did not mean to he would act like a mad dog that couldn’t wait to die . 
 
   That was true now as well . 
 
   If this dungeon was risky to the point of being fatal, he was going to give up on clearing the dungeon . 
 
   If he did not have confidence, he intended to reconsider . 
 
   After careful calculations, he arrived at an answer . 
 
   Of course, the answer was obvious . 
 
   ‘There isn’t any . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was confident in clearing the dungeon . 
 
   “Players are now entering the dungeon gate . ”
 
   The atmosphere at the dungeon gate was similar to that of a national soccer team’s match . 
 
   Commentators explained how players were heading toward the dungeon gate more seriously than ever before, and drones took shots of the scene and broadcasted the videos live . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild’s heroes have just entered the dungeon gate!”
 
   Moreover, the atmosphere was heated like a match between Korea and Japan rather than a simple match between between two national soccer teams . 
 Let’s goooo Messiah Guild! Please clear the dungeon Messiah Guild! I believe only in the Messiah Guild! Just kill all those fucking players! I hope everyone other than the Messiah Guild gets fucked . 
   The home team was definitely the Messiah Guild . 
 
   That was why the players from Messiah Guild were the first ones to enter . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 What do we if other guilds screw over the Messiah Guild? Then I’m really going to set the Phoenix Guild Headquarter on fire . Set the Phoenix Guild on fire first . 
   If the Messiah guild entered late and they were attacked by other player due to that reason, wasn’t it clear where Koreans will shoot their arrows?
 
   “They got 20 seats without having to bid, and to think they get to enter first as well… There is no better special treatment than this . ”
 
   “I’d rather have them go in first rather than hear everyone complaining . ”
 
   For other guilds, it was better to let the Messiah guild enter first . 
 
   “Nothing is going to change even if they go in there first anyway . ”
 
   “I guess so, since we have to catch at least a thousand orcs this time . ”
 
   Furthermore, rather than being safer, it was likely to be more dangerous for them to enter the dungeon that was home to over 1000 orcs . 
 
   “Well, at least there is no reason for the Messiah Guild to wait for us at the spawning point and kill us off one by one . ”
 
   “That’s true . ”
 
   Above all, they were confident that the Messiah Guild had no reason to attack them . 
 
   Therefore, there was no commotion . 
 
   Players began to cross the dungeon gate, turning their backs on the crowd of cheers . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin crossed the dungeon gate . 
 
   The game has started . 
 
    
 
   One of the most important characteristics for a player was their adaptability . 
 
   The ability to adapt to the conditions of a dungeon was essential since nobody knew if there would be forests, mountains, or deserts until they have entered the dungeon . 
 
   At the same time, adapting to one’s own capabilities was also important . 
 
   A player’s abilities transcended common sense and acquiring abilities could be surprisingly quick . 
 
   Just by changing items, a tremendous amount of bonus stats could be obtained immediately . 
 
   Adaptability to oneself and knowing one’s strength was indeed very important . 
 
   By the time someone approached the level of 20, they would know if they had such adaptability or not . 
 
   They would be able to vaguely measure their own strength . 
 
   They would be able to gauge whether they were just decent or if they could faceroll and run wild in the dungeon . 
 
   The players who entered the Orc Champion Colony dungeon was, of course, the latter . 
 
   They had the necessary capabilities and skills to run it down without a care in the world . 
 
   “Let’s catch them before the others hunt them all!”
 
   “Of course, they’re going to give the right to challenge the Orc Champion in the order of who got most slots, right?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   So they did not hesitate a bit when they entered the dungeon . 
 
   “Come on!”
 
   They threw themselves into the great forest before them . 
 
   Then they began fighting in the forest full of orcs . 
 
   Keueo!
 
   “Kill it!”
 
   Soon after, the cries of orcs and players started to emerge from all over the forest, and the fresh smell of blood filled the forest . 
 
   “There is an orc!”
 
   “We are the one who found this orc!”
 
   “Don’t touch our catch!”
 
   Everyone tried to catch as much they could, revealing their fangs to each other . 
 
   Only one person was shying away from all the action . 
 
   “It’s as I expected . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   He was the only one missing out on all the action . 
 
   No, he wasn’t exactly shying away from the battle, but even so, he was standing motionlessly near the starting point . 
 
   He spent half of the day standing still at the starting point to assess the situation around him . 
 
   He wasn’t doing any research, spying, or monitoring either . 
 
   If Park Yong-wan, who substantially paid Kim Woo-jin to be his watchdog, knew that Kim Woo-jin was wasting his time in a such a way, he would be baffled . 
 
   ‘They don’t look back and are competitively hunting the orcs, with ease as expected too . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin had no intention of acting as a watchdog for Park Yong-wan from the start . 
 
   ‘They hunt well enough to cause the orcs to be nervous . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin was also not interested in hunting orcs . 
 
   ‘It’s about time for the orcs to come out from their colony . Then the front line will reach a deadlock . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s objectives remained the same . 
 
   ‘The Orc Champion will move to the front to break the deadlock . ’
 
   Orc Champion, the Orc Lord’s Fang was in his possession . 
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin planned to go after the Orc Champion . 
 
   “Now is a good time . ”
 
   Finally, Kim Woo-jin moved . 
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   Orc colony . 
 
   The place where hundreds of orcs lived was unbelievably desolate . 
 
   High rising trees were broken, cut, or crushed . Holes and bones of both animals and monsters were littered all over the place . 
 
   But most of all, what made the area feel so desolate was the terrifying killing intent of hundreds of orcs . 
 
   Keueo!
 
   Keuaa!
 
   Cries of orcs, which saturated the colony with a dense killing intent, made it so that no other organism would want to settle in their vicinity . 
 
   At the center of a group of orcs, there was a lifeless corpse of an orc . 
 
   The eyes of orcs looking at the decapitated body were filled with murderous, bloody intent . 
 
   Of course, they weren’t giving off such a bloody pressure due to their bonds and feelings of companionship with the dead orc . 
 
   Keuaa!
 
   What made the orcs react so fiercely was the threat materialized before their eyes . 
 
   It was the fact that they also could become a lump of meat that stimulated their killing intent . 
 
   Among this group of orcs, the one that gave off the strongest bloodthirsty intent was their leader, the Orc Champion . 
 
   Finding the boss was not difficult . 
 
   Orc Champions were usually two heads taller than the average orc, and wore a black tooth necklace . Unless the person in question was blind, anyone would be able to distinguish between the two . 
 
   Even a blind man could distinguish the Orc Champion from the rest of the colony . 
 
   Krrr!
 
   The Orc Champion’s killing intent was so great that even other orcs would not dare to approach it . 
 
   The Orc Champion expressed his anger . 
 
   His scream tore through the entire orc colony, staggering all the orcs in the vicinity . 
 
   Keuaaa!
 
   All the orcs started coming out of the colony with their weapons in perfect order . 
 
   It wasn’t because they were ordered to . 
 
   Keuu…
 
   Everyone hurriedly left the colony because they didn’t want to die like a dog by being near the angered Orc Champion . 
 
   The Orc Champion also joined the scene . 
 
   Kr!
 
   As soon as the Orc Champion let out a horrible grunt at a nearby soldier, the subordinate immediately handed over the sword he had on him . 
 
   It was a scimitar that befit the size of an Orc Champion . 
 
   Keuhhh!
 
   The Orc Champion left the camp right after receiving the sword . 
 
   He intended to relieve his anger with blood . 
 
   Three subordinate orcs attended the Orc Champion side to side as they advanced . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   At the same time, a man went into action . 
 
    
 
   Orc Champion . 
 
   A monster among monsters . 
 
   He was terrifying to the extent that even orcs, who were of the same race, were afraid to stand near him . 
 
   Enemies appeared in front of this very monster whose roar would scare off any beast . 
 
   Tteolgeuleog! Tteolgeuleog!
 
   It was none other than the skeleton soldiers . 
 
   The skeleton soldiers, which were summoned by using the bodies of orcs as sacrifices, carried blunt swords and shields that appeared to have been used before they died . 
 
   That was enough explanation . 
 
   Rather, there was no time for further explanation . 
 
   Keuaaa!
 
   It was because the battle began as soon as the skeleton soldiers appeared . 
 
   It was only natural . 
 
   There were battles throughout the forest, and his people were dying . 
 
   Under such circumstances, there was no reason to negotiate with something that was blocking its way . 
 
   Although it was in his instincts to leave everything in his sights half-dead, the skeleton soldiers in front of them were made out of orcs . 
 
   Orcs, however, would have never been labeled as monsters if they were capable making such a rational judgment when facing foes made out of their own kind . 
 
   With the Orc Champion standing in front of them, skeleton soldiers also prepared for battle . 
 
   The appearance of skeleton soldiers was unusual . 
 
   The skeleton soldiers were waiting for the Orc Champion to come . 
 
   It is a necessary quality for a hunting dog to fearlessly pounce at a prey like a wolf, but only the crazy ones would blindly rush at a tiger . 
 
   It was a form of proof that the skeleton soldiers’ owner was an excellent hunting dog . 
 
   Keuaaa!
 
   In other words, the Orc Champion was a terrifying, terrifying monster . 
 
   It’s size wasn’t much different from a troll, but it was a horrifying monster that one would not dare to compare with a troll!
 
   To be honest, the outcome of the battle was already set . 
 
   Kwajig!
 
   As evidence, the Orc Champion quickly finished a skeleton soldier in an instant with its first blow . 
 
   It was due to the inability of the skeleton soldier to avoid such a swift and powerful blow . Furthermore, the Orc Champion’s sword was not an ordinary sword . 
 
   The sword did not suit its large body, it was a scimitar that was more appropriate for a human to use . It wasn’t something one could handle by simply blocking . 
 
   In fact, although the scimitar the skeleton soldier was carrying was crude, even the shield was cut down along with the skeleton soldier’s body . 
 
   The skeleton soldiers knew they were clearly outmatched . 
 
   They proceeded further while taking advantage of that fact . 
 
   They, who even used their owner as a bait, and were willing to stall for time and create a gap by sacrificing one of their colleagues . 
 
   Afterwards, they all slashed their swords during the opening . 
 
   The moment one of the skeleton soldiers was hit, the remaining four skeleton soldiers left scars on the Orc Champion’s body at the same time . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Keuaaa!
 
   The Orc Champion vented his anger over the result . 
 
   Of course, the wounds were not deep . 
 
   It was as if someone was trying to leave a mark on a tree to leave directions . 
 
   The wounds were visible, but such scratches had little to no effect on a big tree . 
 
   Nevertheless, the skeleton soldiers did not give up . 
 
   Afterwards, they spread out and surrounded the Orc Champion . They went into formation and prepared for the next attack . 
 
   They intended to sacrifice one of them once again to create an opening and attack with the remaining three . 
 
   Keuaaaaa!
 
   The Orcs Champion vented his anger after realizing their intentions . 
 
   He was angry at the skeleton soldiers who dared to reveal their teeth even after seeing his might . 
 
   It was an overwhelming, intense rage . 
 
   Krrrr!
 
   Even the orcs who were with him were so terrified that they could not help but step back from the battlefield . 
 
   However, such a roar did not work on the skeleton soldiers . 
 
   Naturally, a second skirmish took place . 
 
   It was the same as before . 
 
   The Orc Champion charged toward a skeleton soldier, narrowing the distance between the two and swung his weapon . Then the remaining three skeleton soldiers attempted to attack the Orc Champion . 
 
   After that, the Orc Champion went berserk . 
 
   He stopped wasting time venting his anger and immediately went after the next skeleton soldier . 
 
   He was literally on a rampage . 
 
   The skeleton soldiers were barely managing to stand against the Orc Champion . 
 
   The remaining three skeletons quickly launched their own attacks after avoiding the Orc Champion’s attacks . 
 
   A minute or so passed . 
 
   The Orc Champion’s body was covered in countless cuts . 
 
   And the skeleton soldiers’ bodies were crushed . 
 
   Only one skeleton soldier remained . 
 
   Of course, the skeleton soldier had no intention of escaping . 
 
   It still showed a will to fight with its fierce gaze . 
 
   Keuaa!
 
   The Orcs Champion also used everything at his disposal to ensure that the last skeleton soldier was finished . 
 
   Kwajig!
 
   Soon the Orcs Champion’s scimitar hit the last remaining skeleton . 
 
   Kwag!
 
   At the same time, a hand axe flew out of nowhere and struck the Orc Champion’s neck . 
 
   Tuk!
 
   The string that held together the Orc Champion’s necklace was cut . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Sururu!
 
   Naturally, the necklace on the Orc Champion’s neck fell to the floor . 
 
   Kuk!
 
   But at that moment, rather than worrying about the fallen necklace, the Orc Champion touched his throat in agony . 
 
   [Orc Champion is Under the Effect of Blood Poisoning]
 
    
 
   It was due to the poison . 
 
   From the Orc Champion’s perspective, he could only think about taking out the hand axe from his throat as soon as possible . 
 
   That’s how the gap was formed . 
 
   ‘As expected . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin found a chance to snatch the necklace from the Orc Champion!
 
   Kim Woo-jin started to dash during the opening . 
 
    
 
   Orc Champion . 
 
   The fact that he was a monster among monsters was verifiable by the difficulty given for the A+ rank dungeon . 
 
   Furthermore, a dungeon capacity of 150 people indicated that 150 people were needed to kill the Orc Champion . 
 
   It was nigh near impossible to catch such a monster alone . 
 
   Unless, Kim Woo-jin suddenly had a 100 point increase in his constitution . 
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   That was why Kim Woo-jin decided to go for the Orc Lord’s Fang, not the Orc Champion . 
 
   And he prepared to catch his prey . 
 
   He waited for the disarray to come . 
 
   The 149 players searched up and down by hunting the orcs . Eventually, the Orc Champion would come out in response . 
 
   He waited and prepared . 
 
   Waiting for the moment the orcs would change their behavior and reveal the location of the Orc Champion as a result . 
 
   Waiting for the moment when the Orc Lord’s Fang would fall on the floor, when the hand axe severed the necklace as well as cutting the Orc Champion’s throat . 
 
   When all that was done, Kim Woo-jin did not hesitate . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin appeared at the right moment . He sprinted with all his might towards the Orc Champion . 
 
   Keua!
 
   With Kim Woo-jin’s appearance, the Orc Champion prepared for battle right away . 
 
   The scimitar repeatedly smashed the skeleton soldiers then swung downward toward Kim Woo-jin’s head . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin avoided the attack easily as if he had expected it . 
 
   He brushed past the Orc Champion as he avoided the attack . 
 
   At the same time, Kim Woo-jin grabbed a black fang about the same size as his forearm when it fell on the floor . 
 
   [Orc Lord’s Fang Has Been Obtained] [Achievement ‘Owner of the Orc Lord’s Fang’ Has Been Achieved]
 
    
 
   An exciting announcement was heard . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   [Orc Champion’s Health is Weakened] [Orc Champion’s Attack Power is Weakened] [Orc Champion’s Defense is Weakened]
 
    
 
   Pleasant announcements continued . 
 
   ‘Okay . ’
 
   Immediately, Kim Woo-jin left the battlefield without looking back . 
 
   It was the end of the hunt . 
 
    
 
   Keuaa!
 
   Urrrrgg!
 
   The battlefield was filled with cries of people and orcs, a pungent aroma of blood, and soaring flames . 
 
   Somewhere in this battlefield was a man revelling over his beautiful hunt . 
 
   [Orc Lord’s Fang]
 Item Rank: Legendary Must be Lv 1 or higher to use Item Description: It’s an Orc Lord’s fang . It’s filled with an Orc Lord’s power . When possessed, Constitution +30 When possessed, Attack Power increases by 5% When possessed, Physical Defense increases by 5% When attacking an orc, Damage increases by 10% 
   Orc Lord’s fang . 
 
   ‘Its options are even better than I thought . ’
 
   The options on this item surpassed what Kim Woo-jin had imagined . 
 
   Among them, the power to allow the user to gain all the effects of the item just by possessing it went beyond his expectations . 
 
   Meaning… this indicated that the effects would be applied even if he kept the item in his inventory . This meant that once the ownership was decided, there was virtually no way to take it away by force . 
 
   Moreover, the effects of the Orc Lord’s Fang wasn’t over yet . 
 
   [Owner of the Orc Lord’s Fang]
 
    
 Achievement Rank: Legendary Achievement Effect: All stats +20 
   The total amount of stats that one would be granted in addition to the stats from the achievement by having this item exceeded common sense . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin]
 Level: 14 Halo: The Emissary of the Underworld Stats: Constitution (44+77)/Strength (2+45)/Mana (3+49) Achievement: 7 Unallocated Point: 0 
   Kim Woo-jin gained more stats in his constitution from Orc Lord’s Fang alone than all the points he invested in from his level-ups . 
 
   The explosive spec-up that suddenly occurred was obvious, even to his eyes . 
 
   ‘It was worth it to enter this dungeon at the cost of gaining attention from Park Yong-wan . ’
 
   He felt power coursing through his body . 
 
   Through this, Kim Woo-jin was now sure . 
 
   This is enough to kill the Orc Champion . 
 
   Now he had the ability to hunt the Orc Champion . 
 
   ‘If I only had a decent weapon that could slash through his body . ’
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   After the battle between the orcs and the players persisted for over half a day . 
 
   “Let’s get out!”
 
   “Let’s just end it here for today!”
 
   Players left the front lines one by one and started to rest . 
 
   Then the players who took a break started to gather . 
 
   “Hey, there . You guys look terrible . Maybe you guys overestimated your abilities . ”
 
   “As if you guys are any different . ”
 
   “Why don’t you just stay behind and watch our belongings instead?”
 
   “Uh? What? You want me to bury your bodies after you guys get fucked?”
 
   “Quiet down over there . ”
 
   “Let’s just rest while we have the time for it!”
 
   Even though they were competitors, there wasn’t any reason to stay alone and leave openings for a gang of orcs to attack . 
 
   It was just much smarter to group up when taking a rest . 
 
   Naturally, those gathered talked and exchanged information . 
 
   “Orcs are beginning to move in an organized manner . ”
 
   “At first, only one or two of them moved at a time . But now, three or four of them are moving around as groups . ”
 
   “Our party saw more than ten in a group . ”
 
   Players exchanged bits of information, which were like puzzle pieces, steadily forming a own pictures of their current situation . 
 
   “Did you see anybody from the Lion Guild?”
 
   “I saw them enter the colony but I haven’t seen them since . ”
 
   “Me neither . ”
 
   “Then, do you think they were wiped out?”
 
   “It’s highly probable . ”
 
   Pictures like that weren’t always pleasant, especially the deaths of their collaborators . 
 
   On the other hand, no one was fazed by this fact . 
 
   ‘Does this mean there are fewer competitors now?’
 
   ‘The Lion Guild’s items weren’t ordinary . I guess it will belong to whoever who picks them up now . ’
 
   ‘This is why I can’t get enough of A rank dungeons . ’
 
   Rather, most of them felt joy in their hearts . They saw the deaths of other people as opportunities . 
 
   However, those emotions of joy did not last long . 
 
   “Did you guys see the Orc Champion?”
 
   “Why are you bringing that up all of a sudden?”
 
   “It may just be a rumor, but it looks like a party already engaged with the Orc Champion . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “What?!”
 
   “ I heard some people saw the Orc Champion return to the colony while being full of wounds . ”
 
   The mood turned cold when they heard that a party already attacked and injured the Orc Champion . 
 
   ‘I expected people to attack it, but to think that they would move so quickly…’
 
   ‘Should we have moved earlier than we had planned?’
 
   In a situation where the achievements and rewards for hunting the Orc Champion were most likely to be of the legendary grade, everyone had their own plans for how to kill the Orc Champion . 
 
   ‘Should we form a contact?’
 
   ‘But if we form a contact here, there will be people who would try to keep us in check…”
 
   Some of the guilds already agreed to work together to deal with the Orc Champion . Under these circumstances, no player would simply let others take the Orc Champion away from them . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin, the source of the rumor, remained quiet . 
 
   He did not pay attention to the changing atmosphere . 
 
   ‘It’s going as expected . ’
 
   This was why Kim Woo-jin spread the rumor . 
 
   Indeed, Kim Woo-jin started the rumors . 
 
   He started rumors that there were groups who already tried to kill the Orc Champion . 
 
   ‘The battles will be even fiercer tomorrow . ’
 
   By spreading such rumors, he intended to make the other players fight more aggressively . 
 
   ‘Then they will create another opening . ’
 
   He wanted to create another chance to hunt the Orc Champion . 
 
   “This is the only chance . ’
 
   He wasn’t anxious . 
 
   There was no reason to doubt or worry . 
 
   ‘More players died than I thought . ’
 
   Rather, what troubled Kim Woo-jin for the moment was that a considerable number of people died on the first day . 
 
   He was uncertain but Kim Woo-jin estimated that at least three parties were wiped out today . Even considering the fact that this was an A+ rank Dungeon, such an outcome was unexpected . 
 
   ‘All of the players came in with plenty of first aid supplies including potions, but the death toll is still usually high… This can’t just be due to the orcs . ’
 
   Indeed . In all likelihood, monsters were not main cause of the high death rate . ‘As expected, someone is hunting the players . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was certain that there were human hunters who were hunting the players here . 
 
   ‘I guessed correctly . ’
 
   While pondering upon these ideas, Kim Woo-jin closed his eyes . 
 
   He wasn’t disappointed or disgusted by the fact that players were killing each other for benefits . 
 
   He no longer cared because he felt there wasn’t even a shred of hope left for those players in his heart . There was no reason for him to be disappointed . 
 
   ‘I guess I should take care of it before it becomes more bothersome . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin closed his eyes only because it was little irritating . 
 
   Like that, the second day of the dungeon attack began . 
 
    
 
   Second day of the dungeon attack . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   A fiercer battle broke out around the orc colony compared to the day before . 
 
   “Damn it, there are so many!”
 
   “If I knew this would happen, I would have fought in the back…”
 
   The fierce battle was caused by the players’ launch into the inner area of the orc colony, which resulted in a huge battle . 
 
   As the players gathered together to attack . The orcs they were dealing with gathered together as well . Naturally, the situation became very chaotic and tense . 
 
   Keua!
 
   “Everybody shut up and focus on the battle!”
 
   In many places, there were bloodbaths that could not be avoided . 
 
   Due to unrelenting pressure, the Orc Champion, who was resting in the innermost part of the Orc Colony, wasn’t able to remain calm . 
 
   Kkrrrr!
 
   The Orc Champion prepared to go to the battlefield once more . 
 
   This time, however, he was not accompanied by his men . 
 
   To be more accurate, his men weren’t willing to follow him . 
 
   It was due to the Orc Champion’s failure to control his anger and slaughtering his subordinates the day before . 
 
   Kkrrrr!
 
   The Orc Champion didn’t really care about that . 
 
   To him, his subordinates were only a hindrance who would urinate if he pressured them . 
 
   It was better if the enraged Orc Champion didn’t see such an occurrence . 
 
   It appeared as if there was nothing in this dungeon that could stop the enraged Orc Champion . 
 
   Krrr?
 
   Until Kim Woo-jin appeared . 
 
    
 
   Krrr?
 
   When Kim Woo-jin appeared, the Orc Champion’s reaction was a mix of both embarrassment and befuddlement . 
 
   Who could believe that a rabbit who stole a lion’s prey would once again appear in front of the lion?
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s hand axe woke the Orc Champion from his bewilderment . 
 
   Whirik!
 
   A hand axe flew toward the Orc Champion and the Orc Champion reflexively raised his arm to block the axe . 
 
   Puk!
 
   The hatchet cut through the Orc Champion’s arm and remained stuck . 
 
   The depth of the wound was considerable .  
 
   [The Orc Champion is Under the Effect of Blood Poisoning . ]
 
    
 
   Because the wound was deep enough, it allowed the poisonous blood on the axe’s blade to seep into the Orc Champion’s’ body . 
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin’s attack proved to be effective enough to make the Orc Champion nervous . 
 
   Kkrrrr!
 
   Suddenly, the Orc Champion rushed toward Kim Woo-jin to kill him without any hesitation . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Huu!”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, rather than avoiding a direct conflict, rushed toward the Orc Champion as well . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin held a scimitar in his hand just like the Orc Champion and was about to cross blades with one and another . 
 
   However, the moment before the swords crossed, Kim Woo-jin lowered the swing of his sword, avoiding the Orc Champion’s scimitar, and instead created a gash the Orc Champion’s right thigh . 
 
   Siig!
 
   This time, though not fatal, the wound was fairly deep . 
 
   Keuaaa!
 
   He released his fury with all his might . 
 
   That’s was when…
 
   Puk!
 
   Puk!
 
   Unexpectedly, arrows flew and pierced the Orc Champion’s body . 
 
   The surprised Orc Champion looked around while perplexed . 
 
   In the Orc Champion’s eyes, the skeleton soldiers who launched the arrows were faintly visible . 
 
   [The Orc Champion is Under the Effect of Blood Poisoning . ]
 
   The Orc Champion turned his head toward the skeleton soldiers after erupting in anger . 
 
   Right now, he was planning to pulverize the skeleton soldiers into dust . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Then then a stone tapped its body . 
 
   The Orc Champion turned his head in the direction of the stone . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was there . 
 
   Staring at the Orc Champion like a hunting dog ready to take a bite off his neck . 
 
   ‘You aren’t supposed to look away . ’
 
   The Orc Champion should not have shown his back against such an opponent . 
 
   Keuaaa!
 
   Finally, the Orc Champion fixed his eyes only at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘I’ll bite you till I’m tired of it . ’
 
   This was the beginning of the fun part of the hunting dog’s hunt . 
 
    
 
   All humans were physically weak . 
 
   Despite being weak, humans had an advantageous trait as well . 
 
   Endurance was their strength . 
 
   For a long time, mankind had been successful hunters due their superior endurance in comparison to other animals . 
 
   It wasn’t just physical endurance that allowed them to run for two hours . 
 
   A human’s mental endurance was also far superior when comparison to other animals . 
 
   Despite how annoying or frustrating the situation became, humans were capable of patiently waiting for the right moment . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   This characteristic was a great virtue in a hunt . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin demonstrated that patience really was a virtue in his fight against the Orc Champion . 
 
   ‘Roughly ten minutes have elapsed . ’
 
   It was roughly ten minutes since the battle started, and Kim Woo-jin relentlessly attacked the Orc Champion for those ten minutes without a single break . 
 
   As a result, the Orc Champion’s body was riddled with wounds . 
 
   In accordance to his plan, there was not a single fatal wound . 
 
   Keu, ua, keua…
 
   Instead, the Orc Champion seemed to have trouble breathing, looking as if he was close to passing out . This situation was what Kim Woo-jin was actually after . 
 
   ‘The nature of the Orc Champion is obvious . ’
 
   In a situation where he couldn’t land a fatal injury, Kim Woo-jin would rather bite and drag around his opponent rather than fight him directly . 
 
   Piyunng!
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin had a group of skeletons that accurately launched arrows made using his blood . 
 
   [The Orc Champion is Under the Effect of Blood Poisoning . ] [The Orc Champion’s Health has Decreased . ] [The Champion’s Resistances has Decreased . ]
 
    
 
   ‘It was worth diligently saving up blood . ’
 
   The repeated attacks of his skeleton soldiers’ arrows as well as blood poison accumulating in the Orc Champion’s body were clearly inflicting a considerate amount of damage . 
 
   Keua, keua…
 
   Nevertheless, the Orc Champion did not lose any momentum . 
 
   Die fighting and never retreating, that was the way of  an Orc Champion . 
 
   One who would run away in battle wouldn’t hold the title of “Champion” in its name . 
 
   ‘Here it comes . ’
 
   That was how Kim Woo-jin was able to predict that the Orc Champion would try to squeeze every ounce of its remaining strength to make a final blow . 
 
   Keuaaaa!
 
   As he had predicted, the Orc Champion rose once again and rushed toward his prey, holding in his unstable breathing . 
 
   He trampled the ground forcefully, instantly narrowing the distance between his target, then swung his scimitar downward . 
 
   Kwaaakk!
 
   The scimitar fell straight into the ground . 
 
   Krrr!
 
   At the same time, the Orc Champion’s face convulsed . 
 
   Because he had forcefully put most of his strength into that attack despite his awful condition, it had affected his wrist . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin stabbed the Orc Champion’s right wrist with his knife . 
 
   Kaaaa!
 
   The Orcs Champion walked backward in agony . 
 
   It was the first time that the Orc Champion let go of the weapon in his hand . 
 
   Sreung!
 
   Finally, the moment when Kim Woo-jin would get a weapon that could deal a fatal blow to the Orc Champion had arrived . 
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   [Orc Champion’s Scimitar]
 Item Rank: Unique Physical Attack: 88 Must be level 10 or higher to use Must have at least 100 constitution to use . Item Description: Orc Champion’s beloved scimitar . It is filled with mysterious stories . Orcs are terrified of this weapon . When equipped, Constitution +10 When attacking, basic damage increases by 10% When attacking an orc, damage increases by 20% 
   The options on the Orc Champion’s scimitar were simply brilliant . 
 
   The price of such an item was enough to buy an entire building next to a downtown mall in Korea . It was also enough to get players to enter the dungeon at a risk to their lives . 
 
   But those details were of no importance to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Puhwat!
 
   All he cared about was whether or not the sword could cut the Orc Champion’s body .  Kuk!
 
   Before his helpless situation, the Orc Champion could only scream in his appalling state . 
 
   Keua, Keua…
 
   However, he didn’t even have enough strength left to scream . 
 
   [Blood Poison Has Spread Completely Throughout the Orc Champion’s Body . ]
 
    
 
   [Orc Champion’s Health Has Greatly Decreased . ]
 
    
 
   Effects such as these were conveyed to the other party every minute of the battle . 
 
   Nevertheless, the Orc Champion did not run away . 
 
   Because he was a champion . 
 
   The Orc Champion fought despite knowing there was a high probability of imminent death . 
 
   Keua!
 
   The bloody Orc Champion rushed toward Kim Woo-jin . He tried to fight this last battle till the end . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s strategy against the Orc Champion’s action was simple . 
 
   ‘This is it . ’
 
   Not fighting directly . 
 
   That was all it was . 
 
   Against the charging Orc Champion, Kim Woo-jin just kept dodging and dodging with quick steps . He didn’t play along with the Orc Champion’s final attempt . 
 
   He didn’t need to take risks for a better, more monumental victory . 
 
   ‘Die like this . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was that kind of player . 
 
   [You Have Slain the Orc Champion . ]
 
    
 
   Just like that, the Orc Champion hunt came to an end . 
 
    
 
   [Achievement ‘Orc Champion Hunter’ Has Been Achieved . ] [You Are Given a Catalogue As a Reward . ] [You Have Leveled Up . ]
 
    
 
   “Huwuu . ”
 
   Upon receiving the notification signaling the end of the battle, Kim Woo-jin let out a long sigh for the first time in a while . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   His tension slightly loosened . 
 
   ‘My goal has been achieved . ’
 
   Meanwhile, skeleton soldiers with bows in their hands began to gather around Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘It was bigger than I expected . ’
 
   If there was another harvest this time, it was that the skeleton soldiers performed way better than had he had expected, even with a bow . 
 
   That was why there was also regret . 
 
   ‘If only their specs were little higher…’
 
   It was regrettable that they did not have the hardware to match their excellent software . 
 
   There was one more regret . 
 
   ‘Using blood poisoning is also way too restrictive . ’
 
   To capture the Orc Champion, Kim Woo-jin consumed most of the blood that he had steadily accumulated . 
 
   ‘I really need bloodsucking . ’
 
   Blood was something that he could not simply take out anytime he wanted, which naturally left something to be desired in this area due to its high degree of limitation . 
 
   ‘My other option is to raise the skill rank of blood poisoning so that it is more potent . ’
 
   At that moment .  
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld Smiles At Your Performance . ] 
 
    
 
   A new notification was heard .  
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld Gives You Some of Its Power . ]
 
    
 
   [The Skill Rank of the Blood Poisoning Skill Increases . ]
 
    
 
   It was an alert informing Kim Woo-jin, who demonstrated that his halo was the best amidst countless players . The halo decided to reward him with a gift . 
 
   ‘The other players will hear bitter words . ’
 
   It was also a reminder that other players were being scolded by their halo . 
 
   Upon receiving the news, Kim Woo-jin searched around . 
 
   “Hmm . ”
 
   Instead of leaving the battlefield after his thoughts, Kim Woo-jin decided to unravel his new gifts . 
 
   [Orc Champion Hunter]
 Achievement Rank: Unique Achievement Effect: All stats +5 
   [Blood Poisoning]
 Skill Rank: C Skill Effect: Turn one’s blood into poison . The potency of the poison will grow relative to the user’s level and the rank of the skill . 
   He checked his new achievement and skill . 
 
   “Catalogue . ”
 
   Then he summoned the catalogue he received as his reward . 
 
   A thin booklet appeared in front of Kim Woo-jin, and Kim Woo-jin took possession of the book . 
 
   At that moment, golden light began to shoot around Kim Woo-jin’s hand . 
 
   ‘Ah . ’
 
   It was the appearance of a unique . 
 
   ‘To think such a day would come . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   After encountering such unexpected luck, Kim Woo-jin quickly looked at the shining page . 
 
   [Ruler of the Battlefield]
 Acquisition Requirement: Emissary of the Underworld Required Level: Level 15 or higher Skill Effect: Summons becomes stronger based on the number of enemies they have killed . 
   Ruler of the Battlefield!
 
   ‘A skill that’s worth a hundred billion won appeared in my hand . ’
 
   Before returning to the past, it was a skill famous for its worth . 
 
   It was worth 100 billion won, or to be exact, 100 million dollars . 
 
   On January 1, 2025, when Sotheby held an item auction for the first time in its history, the skill page appeared, and the bid started at 1 million dollars . 
 
   Then one young man, who had bid all the way up to 100 million dollars, finally won the skill page after a gruelling competition . 
 
   ‘It was the first time that Johann Georg’s face was seen . ’
 
   That was the first time that Johann Georg showed up at an official event . 
 
   Actually, his identity as King of the Undead was revealed much later, long after the auction . 
 
   Anyway, since then, the Ruler of the Battlefield skill was nicknamed the $100 million lotto . ‘It was terrifying . ’
 
   Of course, in the past, it was a $100 million nightmare for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   This skill, just like the skill effect had said, strengthened the summoner’s summons based on the number of enemies they killed . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who investigated Johann Georg, concluded that the it could increase the strength of a summon by at least three times . 
 
   ‘Nobody could fight him in a high floor dungeon . ’
 
   Skills like this became extremely powerful when it came to dungeons with a higher number of floors . 
 
   Since the higher the dungeon was, the more monsters there would be for people to hunt . 
 
   The skeleton soldiers were manageable . 
 
   Skeleton soldiers were, however, treated like a consumable . 
 
   ‘On the other hand, monsters like the death knights were…’
 
   The problem came from powerful summons, such as death knights, skeletal dragons, and golems . 
 
   When monsters like death knights could repeatedly strengthen themselves by killing their enemies, their strength transcended common sense . 
 
   This was one of the reasons why he did not hesitate to choose to fight against the King of Undead all by himself . 
 
   That kind of skill was in his hand . 
 
   Now, there was an opportunity for Kim Woo-jin to give his enemies the same nightmare that had to suffer through . 
 
   Jjig!
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin tore the skill without hesitation .  
 
   [You Have Learned the Skill, Ruler of the Battlefield . ]
 
    
 
   A delightful notice was heard . 
 
   The announcement lead to  a change in the burning eyes of the skeleton soldiers . 
 
   Their burning eyes which used to give off a white light began to glow with redness . 
 
   Now, the eyes will turn even redder as the effects of their kills are accumulated on the battlefield, and the skeleton soldiers will give Kim Woo-jin more confidence in them . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was satisfied with the development . 
 
   ‘This should have given them enough time . ’
 
   Satisfied, he moved on to the next step . 
 
   ‘Now it’s time to hunt the observers . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin began tracking the eyes that were watching him . 
 
    
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Corner them!”
 
   Keuaaa!
 
   “Do not back down!”
 
   Keuaaa!
 
   While the fierce battle between the orcs and the players were taking place . 
 
   [Orc Champion Has Been Slain . ]
 
    
 
   An alert was issued to all players at the same time, announcing the death of the Orc Champion . “What?”
 
   “What the fuck?”
 
   Something that should not happen, and could not happen, happened . This fact made everyone freak out . Or so some thought . 
 
   ‘What is it? Is it a hidden camera?’
 
   ‘I heard an apparition . ’
 
   They thought they heard it wrong . 
 
   [The Keepers of Knowledge is Disappointed By Your Incompetence . ]
 
    
 
   [Undying Fighter Shakes His Head at Your Incompetence . ]
 
    
 
   [Totem of Prayers Sighs at Your Incompetence . ]
 
    
 
   However, when they were reprimanded with complaints from their respective halos, no one dismissed what they heard as nonsense . 
 
   “Shit! Who the fuck was it?”
 
   “Which bastard killed it?”
 
   Everyone’s attention naturally began to focus on the identity of the party that hunted the Orc Champion . 
 
   But at this point, they couldn’t just wander around searching for the party that hunted the Orc Champion and chase them down . 
 
   ‘We need to know who killed the Orc Champion to make a trade, or threaten them…’
 
   ‘Damn, I hope the scouts didn’t miss this…’
 
   Their last hope laid on the separate search party that were tracking the movements of the Orc Champion and his group of orcs . 
 
   “That’s outrageous!”
 
   That was Lee Young-wook’s role . 
 
   His halo, Silent Hunter, was far more suited for gathering information in the shadows rather than being out in the battlefield . 
 
   ‘Fuck, how is that possible?’
 
   He was lucky enough to see the player who hunted the Orc Champion . 
 
   Of course, he was not pleased with what he knew . 
 
   ‘Damn it, will they believe me?’
 
   Rather than being happy, he was concerned with whether or not his colleagues would believe what he said . 
 
   How could he expect his colleagues to believe what he said when even he couldn’t believe what he saw?
 
   ‘This is going to be troublesome . How will I explain this to the guild?’
 
   However, Lee Young-wook, who got this information, immediately went to return to his teammates . 
 
   ‘Let’s return first . ’
 
   He moved slowly and silently to escape from the surrounding groups of orcs . 
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   A sound suddenly burst forth from his mouth . 
 
   It was due to an arrow that came out of nowhere . 
 
   An arrow stuck to Lee Young-wook’s butt . 
 
   “Ugh! Ugh!”
 
   Faced with such a dilemma, Lee Young-wook bit his lips to hold back his screams . 
 
   Unfortunately, he couldn’t help but walk like a duck . 
 
   ‘Who was it?’
 
   Lee Young-wook looked around with tears of pain . 
 
   Once again, an arrow came, and impaled Lee Young-wook’s shoulder . 
 
   Puk!
 
   “Ugh!”
 
   Fortunately, this time he was able to avoid a fatal injury thanks to his pauldron . 
 
   ‘Shit!’
 
   However, Lee Young-wook was not reassured by this fact . 
 
   Rather, he couldn’t be relieved . 
 
   Sueee!
 
   He realized that the arrow on his shoulder began to move like a snake and tighten around his neck . 
 
   ‘Snake arrow!’
 
   “Ugh!”
 
   Snake Arrow, a stealthy hunting skill only given to those who have the Silent Hunter as their halos, choked Lee Young-wook’s neck in an instant . 
 
   Lee Young-wook moved his hand to tear it off . 
 
   However, the assassin did not spare such an opening for Lee Young-wook . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Arrows flew repeatedly, forcing Lee Young-wook to finally kneel before the 9th arrow . 
 
   Some time after that, the assassin revealed himself . 
 
   The assassin, who was wearing a mask to cover his face, appeared silently and immediately approached Lee Young-wook who collapsed not long ago . 
 
   ‘He’s dead . ’
 
   As soon as he verified that he was dead, he took out his arrows one by one . 
 
   ‘All I have to do now is to throw the body at the orcs and it will be done . ’
 
   The only thing left to do was to throw the body at the orcs in order to completely eliminate the evidence . 
 
   It was a relatively easy job for him since he had been doing this for a while now . 
 
   ‘Anyway… I wonder how they’re going take care of him?’
 
   That’s why the man had a different thought in his mind . 
 
   At that moment . 
 
   Puk!
 
   One arrow flew out of nowhere and stuck in the man’s spine . 
 
   “Ugh!”
 
   The man screamed and fell forward . 
 
   He heard a notice in his ear . 
 
   [You are Under the Effect of Blood Poisoning . ]
 
    
 
   It was an alert notifying him that the hunting dog was here . 
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   Year 2020, when players arrived from around the world, people hoped that living conditions would finally improve . They once dreamed that the players would save the world . 
 
   As time went by, however, the living conditions of the people became even more miserable rather than get better . 
 
   Especially when monsters that couldn’t be killed with firearms emerged in 2025 . The last hope ordinary people had of protecting themselves by using powerful modern weapons was shattered . 
 
   Some people who had lost hope began to riot and the frequency of looting and arson increased . 
 
   Amidst this calamity, countries started to compete fiercely in order to secure stronger items and more talented players . 
 
   Laws were meaningless in such a process . 
 
   The players could do and did do just about everything inside the dungeons, where literally anything could take place . 
 
   At some point, it became common for an ally to betray them and fight over items . 
 
   It was the start of an age where people cared more about the distribution of loot rather than completing the actual hunt . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who had survived through a such fierce and cruel period before, was well aware of the importance of taking care of the dangers that laid hidden behind him . 
 
   ‘As expected . ’
 
   When fighting with the Orc Champion, Kim Woo-jin already knew there was an observer around him . 
 
   “As I speculated, there was a person taking care of the scouts from each party . ”
 
   It was also expected that surveillance was not their only objective . 
 
   It was based on the fact that there were no rumors spreading regarding Kim Woo-jin taking the Orc Lord’s Fang from the Orc Champion . 
 
   It was impossible that there were no witnesses . 
 
   Even if it was the first day, there would have been more than one party that sent observers to check on the situation of the Orc Champion . 
 
   Meaning, it was highly likely that there was someone silencing the witnesses . 
 
   Of course, it wasn’t Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘If you want to hunt half of the players in the dungeon, removing their eyes first is the right answer . ’
 
   It was just a scheme planned by a group of people in order to hunt the players here . 
 
   Anyway, it was nothing unusual for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   In fact, it was routine for him . 
 
   He had experienced many similar situations, to the point that he was sick of it . He knew the perfect way to respond against it . 
 
   The reason why Kim Woo-jin purposely relaxed after hunting for the Orc Champion was also to give the observers time to act . 
 
   “You . You bastard . How…”
 
   It was frankly impossible for his prey to realize what actually happened . 
 
   “Wa, wait a minute! There must be some kind of misunderstanding…”
 
   The prey was so flustered that he didn’t even realize that he was acting out of order . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Th, this, what happened here was…”
 
   Even though he knew he was already caught in Kim Woo-jin’s trap, and that there was a dead player who he had killed him right next to him, he was trying his hardest to think of an excuse . 
 
   He was clearly in a state of panic . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin did not bother talking to him . He didn’t even meet his eyes . 
 
   He certainly wasn’t going to explain how he had set up his trap and what his intentions were . 
 
   There were already enough bad guys who explained everything to their enemies before executing their plans in the movies . 
 
   He also had no intention of obtaining information through useless torture . 
 
   Seug!
 
   The Orc Champion’s Scimitar in Kim Woo-jin’s hand cut his opponent’s throat in one fell swoop . “Khuk!”
 
   His prey let out a dying gasp . 
 
   “Hukk, huk…”
 
   At that time, life in his opponent’s eyes began to fade . 
 
   As soon as the light disappeared from his prey’s eyes, Kim Woo-jin finally met his eyes .  
 
   [Eyes of Anubis is Activated]
 
    
 
   The notification sounded in his ear . 
 
    
 
   The second day of the battle ended abruptly . 
 
   “Back off!”
 
   “Get out! Just get out of here!”
 
   All of the players resigned from the field at the same time . 
 
   “We need to understand what happened first!”
 
   “We don’t know what’s going to happen, so let’s retreat for now!”
 
   Of course, the death of the Orc Champion was what forced the players to leave . 
 
   Who defeated the Orc Champion?
 
   They weren’t retreating because they were curious . 
 
   ‘Everyone’s concentration is broken . ’
 
   ‘If we fight like this, the rate of casualties would be high . ’
 
   The first reason was that a player’s concentration could collapse due to the unexpected death of the Orc Champion . 
 
   ‘We don’t know how the orcs will react to losing their leader either . ’
 
   ‘It would be fine if they just retreated, but there is also the chance that the orcs would lose their mind and charge at us in anger due to the loss of their leader . ’
 
   The second reason was that they didn’t know how the orcs would react over the loss of their leader . 
 
   ‘We have to make a new plan as well . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘I’m sure they feel the same way . We have to meet and talk to each other in order to avoid suspicion . ’
 
   The third reason was that they had to throw away their plans of catching the Orc Champion . 
 
   However, not everyone stepped down from the battlefield for that reason . 
 
   “Where are the rest?”
 
   The reason why the groups wearing skull masks resigned from the battlefield was different . 
 
   “I believe they are cleaning up . ”
 
   Skull Guild . 
 
   Although it’s been a bit over a year since it was established, it became relatively well-known due to their solid financial powers and connections, which allowed them to use popular celebrities to boost their public image . 
 
   The guild was well-known for making all of their players wear a skull mask as well . 
 
   In the end, they also were able to participate in the A+ rank dungeon, which was at the center of interest of the whole world . 
 
   “Anyway, he really took on the Orc Champion by himself?”
 
   “Yes, I’m glad the Phoenix Guild isn’t on the list . ”
 
   But the Skull Guild’s goal did not involve hunting the orcs . 
 
   “Yeah, we don’t have kill that monster . ”
 
   Their prey were none other than the players . 
 
   The reason was simple . 
 
   “Still, he may have gotten a legendary item… why don’t we try to go after him at least once?”
 
   “If that really is the case, we’re going to hit it big when we catch him!”
 
   It was much better for business to catch players rather than monsters . 
 
   In actuality, the comparison was pointless . 
 
   While the orcs usually only dropped normal and perhaps rare items if they got lucky, most of the players here were plastered with unique items . 
 
   In other words, it meant that killing players would net them billions of won at a time . 
 
   “Don’t be too greedy . Didn’t we decide to go for the players because we weren’t confident in getting the legendary item?”
 
   “Yeah, you’re right . ”
 
   “Items like that are for the Messiah Guild or the Phoenix Guild to take . ”
 
   It was far more reasonable than trying to overcome the Messiah Guild or the Phoenix Guild in order to secure the legendary item . 
 
   “All we have to do is to let everyone know who he is . Then someone else will take care of it . All we have to do is to stay low, make enough profit, and then shut our mouths . If we shut our mouths, no one will know what happened here . ”
 
   “Right . In a dungeon, even if you die to an user, it’s just an accident . ”
 
   “As for the items, all we have to do is to sell them overseas . ”
 
   When considering the special aspects of a dungeon’s environment, there was no better business than this . 
 
   “Uh, someone’s coming . ”
 
   At that moment, their colleague appeared . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “What? Why is he running?”
 
   A fellow guild member in his skull mask was running toward them in a hurry . 
 
   Everyone wearing a skull mask was immediately alert . 
 
   Soon after the arrival of their guildmate, the man who was leading the conversation till now said . 
 
   “What is it?”
 
   “He is here?”
 
   “He?”
 
   “The guy who killed the Orc Champion . He’s coming here with his skeletons after figuring out our identity . ”
 
   “Over there! That skeleton right there!”
 
   At the end of the report, three orc skeletons appeared before them . 
 
   The sight of skeleton soldiers equipped with swords, shields and helmets was frightening already . 
 
   “Damn it!”
 
   Facing such a perilous situation, the Skull Guild’s members also drew their weapons . They didn’t relax when they took out their weapons . 
 
   They couldn’t relax . 
 
   ‘That monster came?’
 
   ‘Shit, why is this happening?’
 
   While most of the players in the dungeon didn’t know that the person attacking them was a monster who killed the Orc Champion alone, they knew . 
 
   It would be strange if they did not panic . 
 
   The pressure and anxiety felt by Lim Sun-joon, the leader of the party, was even greater . “Were our identities discovered?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   In particular, Lim Sun-joon was shocked to learn that their identities and intentions may have been revealed . 
 
   ‘How?’
 
   Secrecy was critically important . 
 
   Wasn’t it obvious that once the truth leaked outside, their lives and as well as the Skull Guild itself would be over?
 
   ‘How much does he know? Don’t tell me that the Phoenix Guild knows who we are? Did the information leak?’
 
   A surreal reality complicated Lim Sun Joon’s mind . 
 
   ‘We need to get a grasp on the actual situation . Is he the only one who knows who we are, or does the Phoenix Guild know too…?’
 
   They could flee if the opponent only wanted to attack them . 
 
   They didn’t really want to fight . 
 
   But if the other person knew who they were, it was not something that could be solved by running away . 
 
   Therefore, Lim Sun-joon could not choose to flee . 
 
   ‘If the Phoenix guild knows, we will be tracked by all the players as soon as we run away . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   No, they actually had nowhere to run . 
 
   ‘It’s better to die than getting caught then tortured for information . We can’t afford to damage the corporation . ’
 
   Above all, there was something more important for Lim Sun-joon . 
 
   By the time he arrived at a decision, Lim Sun-joon was already prepared to fight . 
 
   “Get ready to hunt!”
 
   He grabbed the bow on his shoulder and gave out orders . 
 
   The order hardened the faces of the Skull Guild’s members . 
 
   ‘Fight that monster?’
 
   ‘Instead of running?’
 
   The order they were waiting for was not an order to battle, but an order to split up . 
 
   ‘Damn it . Should I just run?’
 
   They were thinking of running away if they had to . 
 
   “If our identity is revealed, we will be finished as soon as we leave . If you want to live, we have to kill him here!”
 
   However, Lim Sun-joon’s words forced them to abandon their thoughts of running away . 
 
   ‘Fuck!’
 
   They realized that there was nowhere to run even if they fled . Upon realizing this, everyone clenched their teeth . 
 
   Tteolgeuleog! Tteolgeuleog!
 
   Meanwhile, skeletons charged towards them . 
 
   In order to fight against the skeleton soldiers, everyone focused all their senses and attention on the skeleton soldiers . 
 
   Lim Sun-joon was about to shout . 
 
   “Initiate the battle!”
 
   He was going to give out such order . 
 
   Seug!
 
   “Kekk!”
 
   But at that moment, what came out of his mouth was the sound of a sharp object penetrating his throat . 
 
   ‘Wh, who?’
 
   Lim Sun-joon tried to scream for help, but he couldn’t even do that . 
 
   ‘Eup!’
 
   Even Lim Sun-joon’s mouth was blocked so that he wouldn’t even be able to scream . Only then did Lim Sun-joon realize . 
 
   ‘No, no way?’
 
   Who approached him . 
 
   And what he wanted . 
 
   Lim Sun-joon, who had learned the truth, swallowed his last words . 
 
   ‘ちくしょう(Shit)…’
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   One of the most annoying cases you could encounter while hunting was when the prey ran away . 
 
   Even the strongest predator rarely had success when chasing prey that immediately ran away . 
 
   And when one was chasing multiple prey, then there was no need to explain . 
 
   In that sense, the Skull Guild was a difficult prey . 
 
   They were several members, and their faces were concealed with masks . 
 Wow! A unique sword! Jackpot! This guy is retarded as well . Why would you even try to hunt a thousand orcs when it can’t even compare to killing a single player . Ha-ha! I’ll save the money I collect this hunt then buy a building and retire . I will certainly be over level 20, and I’m not like those delusional lunatics who risk their lives to enter two floor dungeons . 
   They were also clever enough to throw away their colleagues and run away at a moment’s notice .  
 That son of a bitch, he’s no joke . God, is he even a human? Phoenix Guild, right? Good . Let’s not touch him . Just run away when you see him . 
   Ultimately, they were aware that Kim Woo-jin was a scary predator . 
 
   If Kim Woo-jin were to try to hunt them, they would undoubtedly run away rather than fight back . 
 
   Moreover, if they were to successfully escape, it was likely that they would hide themselves until the dungeon was cleared . 
 
   If they were to come out of the dungeon in a such way, Kim Woo-jin would certainly find himself in a lot of trouble . 
 
   So Kim Woo-jin played a trick . 
 
   He disguised his identity and hid among them . 
 
   Then he put a shackle around them, leaving them only one option — face him and kill him .  
 
   I know your identity! 
 
   For them, there was now an absolute need to kill Kim Woo-jin even if they didn’t want to . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin used the skeleton soldiers to distract the members of the Skull Guild and swiftly removed himself from their focus . 
 
   From that moment, the battle was virtually over . 
 
   Stats from just the Orc Lord’s Fang made a comparison between himself and players under level 20 pointless . The fate of preys that could not run away was already decided . They had to face the hunting dog equipped with the strongest weapon for his level range, the Orc Champion’s Scimitar, along with his five skeleton soldiers that behaved like him in every way . 
 
   “Aggh!”
 
   “Huk, hukk…”
 
   All seven members of the Skull Guild laid on the floor while covered in blood . 
 
   Not all of them were dead . 
 
   “Kkeueu…”
 
   Rather, only two of the seven died, and five were still alive . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin didn’t save them because he was full of mercy . 
 
   ‘I got all the guys in his memories . ’
 
   When hunting preys that knew how to run, the crux of it was not killing them . Rather, it was making sure that they couldn’t get away . 
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin didn’t have a reason to keep them alive . 
 
   Finally, the cleanup began . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Tteolgeuleog! Tteolgeuleog!
 
   “Hey, go away! Get away from me!”
 
   As if understanding their owner’s wishes, the skeleton soldiers gladly finished the job in his place . 
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   Then, a man came into Kim Woo-jin’s attention . 
 
   Lim Sun-joon, the leader of the group who was dealt with by him . 
 
   Though he could not even breathe properly due to the deep wound on his throat, he was barely able to stand and glare at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   His eyes were filled with determination . 
 
   ‘I’ll never give you any information . ’
 
   He was determined to seal his secret with his own death . 
 
   Lim Sun-joon acted his resolution right away . 
 
   “Keuheub!”
 
   With an arrow in his hand, he squeezed out the last of  his strength, and stabbed himself through the neck . 
 
   Lim Sun Joon died in a such a manner . 
 
   Indescribable resolve could still been flowing out of him . 
 
   The Skull Guild’s members who were still alive gaped at the scene . 
 
   ‘Wait, what?’
 
   ‘Sui, suicide?’
 
   They didn’t think their leader would make such a decision . 
 
   They just couldn’t imagine that a player who didn’t give a shit about the world or their own well-being would commit suicide . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin showed little to no emotion despite the turn of events . 
 
   It was always good to see such a strong determination . 
 
   ‘He has something . ’
 
   What mattered to Kim Woo-jin was that he had something precious enough to claim his own life .  
 
   [Eyes of Anubis is Activated . ] 
 
    
 
   That was all . 
 
   Then he read Lim Sung-joon’s memory . 
 
   ‘This little bastard…’
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin’s face crumpled . 
 
   ‘He belonged to the Yamato Federation . ’
 
    
 
   When the world turned into a game, many things changed . 
 
   A government’s structure and its authority changed as well . 
 
   The constitutions that mankind developed for over a century had to adapt in the face of players, monsters, and items . 
 
   It was none other than Japan that attempted the biggest changes .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 From now on, we will make a new Japan! The Japan that we establish will become a great nation! 
   After the right-wing government took office, the Japanese, who wanted to build an army that could invade other countries rather than maintaining just the JSDF, built an army that no longer the surrounding counties into consideration .  In the process, war criminals who were hiding in society due to public opinions and pressure from surrounding counties began laying the groundwork for another war . 
 Furthermore, we will throw away the weak name of Japan and create the Yamato Federation! 
   At the center of it was a household called the Yamato Clan . 
 
   With the ultimate goal of establishing Japan’s primeval nation, the Yamato Federation, they seized power within the Japanese government and planned to escape the boundaries of the Japanese islands .  
 For the creation of the Yamato Federation, it is important to dominate the Korean Peninsula . 
   The occupation of the Korean Peninsula was their foremost objective . 
 
   It was not a simple invasion . 
 
   Due to their defeat in the previous war, the leaders of the Yamato Federation realized that the war for territorial expansion would once again result in a defeat . Most of all, they thought that having a large territory would only hinder them in the end by obligating them to take care of all the monsters and dungeon gates that would spawn over a large area . 
 Bear in mind, you are only aiming for the Korean Peninsula . Never go too far and follow the footsteps of your ancestors . 
   It was far more wise to capture only the Korean Peninsula, which would allow them to have an impact on the continent yet also have a favorable geographical advantage . 
 
   To achieve that end, the Yamato Federation plotted systematically and covertly .  
 Hayato… no, Lim Sun-joon . Your mission is as important as that . On your shoulders lie the glorious future of a great country . Yes! Go to Korea, where you will dig into the ugliness and inferiority of Korean society and nibble away at them! 
   Lim Sun-joon was a member of the Yamato Federation sent to South Korea to carry out the conspiracy . Kim Woo-jin was able to see Lim Sun-joon’s experiences through the Eyes of Anubis . 
 
   In addition, Kim Woo-jin experienced the results of the conspiracy they had planned . 
 
   I’ve seen firsthand that Korea’s flagship players sell valuable items and players to Japan, which were like national assets . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin had personally responded to it . 
 
   Those who carried out such ambitions were punished by none other than Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘From that point onward, the Messiah Guild’s influence was solidified’ . 
 
   Under the name of Messiah . 
 
   ‘Lee Se-joon became a true savior . ’
 
   And in front of the name of Messiah Lee Se-joon . 
 
   This event caused a great stir in the world’s order . 
 
   Japan, a powerful nation, initiated an invasionary war to occupy Korea . However, it was not only blocked but also prevented by the members of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   It was a proof that Messiah guild’s power outweighed the government itself . Cheers for the Messiah Guild spread all over the world, and the influence of the Messiah Guild across the world reached a point that could not be stopped even by the government . 
 
   The popularity in Korea was even more evident . 
 
   The Messiah Guild, which prevented Japan that couldn’t bear even losing at rock-paper-scissors, was revered like a deity by Koreans . 
 
   Only those who spoke in favor of the Messiah Guild were elected in the general election and even the presidential election was decided based on who was the candidate backed by the Messiah Guild . ‘It was pretty good back then . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was happy recalling those events . 
 
   If the Messiah Guild could shine so brilliantly, he was more than willing to give up his life for it . 
 
   But it was different now . 
 
   ‘Maybe even this was planned by the Messiah Guild…’
 
   Kim Woo-jin had no choice but to hypothesize that even that might have been planned by the Messiah Guild . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘I’ll have to confirm it first . ’
 
   It was necessary to confirm the hypothesis . 
 
   ‘Anyway, I’ve got a lot more useful information than I thought I would . 
 
   At the same time, in Lim Sun-joon’s memory, Kim Woo-jin was able to obtain valuable information . 
 
   A list of spies from the Yamato Federation who were in Korea . Their plans and the routes they used for smuggling items…
 
   ‘To think they made such a detailed assassination list . ’
 
   He even got the the list of people they wanted to assassinate!
 
   It was a situation where Kim Woo-jin had gained far more from one person than he could get from just the dungeon . 
 
   ‘I guess there’s no reason to stay in this dungeon anymore . ’
 
   In other words, he didn’t have anything else he wanted in the dungeon . 
 
   ‘Now, I will clear the dungeon . ’
 
   On the second day of the battle, players who gave up on their primary goal of killing the Orc Champion were forced to set a new goal . 
 
   ‘The only thing that’s left for us now is to hunt the thousandth one . ’
 
   ‘Kill everything no matter what . Kill every one of them you see!’
 
   People put everything on the line to fulfill the second reward condition, being the thousandth orc hunter . 
 
   “Since there is no Orc Champion, there is no need to worry about the Orc Champion! Let’s just kill them all . ”
 
   They poured all their anger and frustration from not being able to hunt the Orc Champion onto the other orcs . 
 
   The third day of the battle was extremely bloody from the moment it started . 
 
   “Push!”
 
   “Just go in! There’s no Orc Champion anyway!”
 
   “Sweep away!”
 
   Players who no longer had a reason to fear facing the Orc Champion pushed forward without looking back . 
 
   Everyone stepped on the acceleration with full force . 
 
   Likewise, the difference that was not seen until they were driving at 150 km/h was starting to become apparent . 
 
   “Those guys from the Phoenix Guild are certainly not normal . ”
 
   “Items are items, but their skills are undeniably on another level . ”
 
   Of course, the members of Phoenix Guild were among the leading runners in the race . 
 
   Korea’s No . 2 guild . In front of Korea’s most promising talents who were equipped with the best equipments, orcs were nothing more than sacrificial lambs . 
 
   Of course, there were others who were even faster than them . 
 
   “Did you see the Messiah Guild?”
 
   “They’re monsters . Every one of them is killing an orc by themselves . ”
 
   “I saw them hunting 30 orcs without any injuries . ”  
 
   The Messiah Guild’s hunting speed was even faster than the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   It was only natural that they were faster . 
 
   “The scarier difference is that they don’t seem to care whether they get injured or not . ”
 
   “I saw their warriors just throw themselves against the orcs . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “I’d rather just drive into a wall . At least an airbag comes out when that happens, right?”
 
   The top priority for the players of the Phoenix Guild was taking care of their bodies . 
 
   On the other hand, the Messiah Guild’s members, armed with a sense of purpose, threw themselves aggressively without caring about their well-being . 
 
   “Fucking Messiah bastards . ”
 
   In front of such stupidity, even the Phoenix Guild players could not be help but to stick out their tongues . 
 
   “Those crazy bastards just can’t wait to die, huh . ”
 
   Break time . A player from the Phoenix guild thought of how fast the Messiah Guild hunted and stuck out his tongue . 
 
   Soon after, a colleague next to him chipped in . 
 
   “It’s better this way . They’re fanatics who just can’t wait to die . ”
 
   Fanatics . 
 
   Everyone lost their words after thinking of that expression . 
 
   When they thought of what kind of god the Messiah Guild believed in and what that god’s goal was, they couldn’t help but feel that they really were selfish trash . 
 
   Finally, one person came up with another subject to avert the truth . 
 
   “Anyway how do you think he’s doing?”
 
   “He?”
 
   “Yeah, you know, that guy . That bastard who’s renowned for backstabbing others . ”
 
   “Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   “Yeah, him . ”
 
   To the Phoenix Guild, Kim Woo-jin was like a chewing gum meant to be chewed when bored . Immediately afterwards, everyone chipped in one by one . 
 
   “Why the hell did that bastard come as our kkakdugi?” What if he stabs us in the back?”
 
   “Isn’t that why they put him in? We, of course, and guys from the other parties won’t work with him . ”
 
   “Well, by that standard, there’s no one more reliable than him . I wonder what he’s doing?”
 
   Soon, the conversation went to the part about what Woo-jin was doing . 
 
   “Well, maybe he’s dead . ”
 
   “From what I’ve seen, I think he will hold on and hide till the dungeon is cleared . ”
 
   “Why would the guild accept such a scumbag?”
 
   Of course, none of them could really predict what Kim Woo-jin was doing . 
 
   Puhwat!
 
   Kim Woo-jin was catching orcs as if he were catching rabbits . The truth was that he was just casually leaving the orcs he captured behind for the skeletons behind him to kill .  
 
   [The Skeleton Soldier Has Reached 10 Kills . Due to the Effect of The Ruler of the Battlefield, All of its Stats Are Increased By 30 Percent . ]
 
    
 
   The startling reality was that he was also using 120 percent of his newly acquired skills . 
 
   ‘That’ll do . ’
 
   Furthermore…
 
   ‘Since they couldn’t have killed a lot of orcs on the second day, the number of orcs they caught so far should be around 700 to 800… If I assume that only about 200 are left then… two hours will be enough . ’
 
   No one expected the dungeon would last only about two more hours . 
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   In boxing, a weight range consisted of around 2 to 3 kilograms, which made up 17 weight classes . 
 
   It wasn’t just because they wanted to create many titles . 
 
   17 weight classes were created because in a direct fight, 2 kilograms made a big difference . 
 
   In a battlefield, such a small difference could decide the outcome . 
 
   That was why . 
 
   Keua!
 
   The skeleton soldiers, who had their stats increased thanks to Kim Woo-jin’s supervision, were able to slaughter the orcs . 
 
   [The Skeleton Soldier Has Attained 15 Kills . Due to the Effect of Ruler of the Battlefield, All of its Stats Are Increased By 45 Percent . ]
 
    
 
   Ruler of the Battlefield . 
 
   Skeleton soldiers, who could already overwhelm the orcs without these effects, had their abilities increased by 45 percent . This made their confrontation against orcs look like a fight between a child and an adult . Moreover, All the items that the skeleton soldiers equipped right now were unique items . 
 
   Seug!
 
   They wielded frightening weapons that most players couldn’t buy due to the expensive price tags!
 
   Keuaa!
 
   In front of a skeleton soldier wielding such a weapon, the only thing the orcs equipped with just normal items could do was to scream despite oozing with blood . 
 
   Furthermore, the skeletons soldiers, who found out that they were strong enough to demolish the orcs, became more reckless and started slaughtering them . 
 
   It was ridiculous to the point that he couldn’t help but admire . 
 
   ‘I have no words to say . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s currently felt as if he were attuned with nature . 
 
   There was hope . He expected a slight strengthening of the skeleton soldiers, but the outcome exceeded expectations . It was, of course, the newly acquired skill that was responsible for the result beyond expectations . 
 
   [Ruler of the Battlefield]
 Skill Rank: E Skill Effect: Summons becomes stronger with every kill . All stats increases by 3% per kill, able to stack up to 15 times . 
   To think the effect of Ruler of the Battlefield would be so great . 
 
   He was able to understand why the King of Undead was willing to pay 100 million U . S . dollars, which was 100 billion won in Korean currency . 
 
   On the other hand, it gave him goosebumps . 
 
   ‘As long as they can acquire proper defense stats now…’
 
   If he could cover for the skeleton soldiers’ obvious weakness, their defenses, they would become monstrous . 
 
   In fact, there were several skills that could strengthen skeletal soldiers . 
 
   The normal rank skill, White Bone and the rare rank skill, Red Bone; there even was a top-grade unique rank skill, Black Bone!
 
   Among them, the combat power of black skeleton soldiers strengthened by the Black Bone skill was unbelievable . 
 
   In addition to the skill, powerful rare or unique items that boasted formidable offensive power made fighting them a nightmare itself . 
 
   ‘Every time I look back at my battle with him, the back of my neck feels creepy . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Just imagining the experience of dealing with such a despairingly powerful individual made his blood run cold . 
 
   Such a power could now belong to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   However, he didn’t plan on feeling satisfied with just that . 
 
   ‘But it’s not enough . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew better than anyone that although the skeleton soldiers were way stronger than he initially expected, his skeleton soldiers could not hunt who he really wanted . 
 
   ‘In any case, I’m the only one who can kill him . ’
 
   In order to take a bite at the prey he longed for, he had to do it himself . 
 
   ‘No point in dragging this any longer . ’
 
   So Kim Woo-jin pulled out his scimitar . 
 
   In a dungeon that had nothing left to obtain, he didn’t wish to waste time admiring the battles of his skeleton soldiers . 
 
   He intended to finish everything himself quickly . 
 
   “Huu…”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was determined to fight, took a deep breath . 
 
   It was a that moment .  
 
   [You Have Succeeded In Hunting the 1,000th Orc Hunt . ] 
 
    
 
   He heard a notification .  
 
   [Achievement ‘1,000th Orc Hunter’ Has Been Achieved . ]
 
    
 
   [Catalogue Will Be Given As a Reward . ]
 
    
 
   [You Have Leveled Up . ] [Emissary of the Underworld Acknowledges Your Ability . ]
 
    
 
   [Achievement ‘Acknowledged One’ Has Been Achieved . ] [You Have Succeeded In Clearing the Dungeon . ]
 
    
 
   It was a notification that informed Kim Woo-jin that he had hunted the thousandth orc . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin lightly chuckled after hearing that . 
 
   ‘My luck is good . ’
 
   Frankly, he didn’t expect to hunt the 1,000th orc . 
 
   The battlefield was full of people who were intentionally grouping the orcs and killing them in a single swoop with area of effect spells to become the 1,000th orc hunter . 
 
   Under such circumstances, expecting Kim Woo-jin, who was just killing them one by one, to become the 1,000th orc hunter was like expecting to win the lotto after buying a hundred lotto tickets . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was never the type to wish for such luck . 
 
   ‘There’s no harm in getting it I guess . ’
 
   Of course, he wasn’t the kind to refuse such good luck either . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin immediately checked over his good fortune . 
 
   [Thousandth Orc Hunter]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 Achievement Rank: Rare Achievement Effect: All stats increase by 1 percent 
   [Acknowledged One]
 Achievement Rank: Rare Achievement Effect: All stats increase by 1 percent 
   He checked over his dungeon reward and then the reward he got from his halo . 
 
   “Catalogue . ”
 
   He immediately checked his last reward . 
 
   Then, a gold light welcomed Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘…’
 
   ‘My luck is too good . ’
 
    
 
   Pyeongdae . 
 
   The place where A+ rank dungeon appeared for the second time in Korea was silent . Broadcasting stations and newspaper office cars that had gathered around the dungeon gate were empty, and the number of soldiers who were guarding the gate was negligible as well .  
 
   Rather, the temporary parking lot where the players’ cars were parked was hotter than ever before . 
 
   “Wow! Koenigsegg!”
 
   “Woah! Next to it is a Bugatti!”
 
   “Then what’s the car between them? Is it an amazing car? Like a car that transforms like a transformer?”
 
   “No, that’s just a crappy car . ”
 
   The place was packed with expensive cars . Such a view was rarely seen, even at an international motor show . The collection was so dazzling that even those who weren’t interested in cars were surrounding the parking lot . 
 
   A lot more soldiers were guarding the parking lot rather than the dungeon gate itself . 
 
   It wasn’t unusual . 
 
   “It’s quiet around the gate . ”
 
   “Experts said that the dungeon clear would take at least 5 days . So there’s no reason to be interested about the gate when it’s been only 3 days so far . ”
 
   Although best of the best were equipped with powerful items, it was common sense that it would take at least 5 days to clear an A+ rank dungeon . 
 
   Which was why the only people around the gate were those who were just going for a walk . 
 
   That was true of the two men who passed the temporary parking lot and headed near dungeon gate . 
 
   “Anyway, the Chinese restaurant was really delicious . ”
 
   “Yeah, it was pretty good . I should remember the number . ”
 
   The two journalists headed to the dungeon gate more or less just to digest the jjajangmyeon they had recently eaten . 
 
   Soon the two reached the spot where the dungeon gate could be seen . 
 
   ‘Anyway, a good rest today . The neighborhood will be in chaos starting tomorrow . ’
 
   The junior reporter nodded at his senior reporter’s words . 
 
   “It must be a hot topic to cover, right?  Since the reporters and the broadcasters will rush in to interview the players . ”  
 
   At his junior’s reply, the senior reporter smiled, causing the junior reporter to tilt his head questioningly . 
 
   “Is there something else?”
 
   “When the dungeon is cleared we can’t even get near the players . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Huh?”
 
   A junior reporter queried . 
 
   “Is it that hard to talk to the players?”
 
   Senior reporter shook his head . 
 
   “No, it’s because if you get wrapped up in a fight with the players, you might get killed . ”
 
   “You think that the players are going to fight?”
 
   The junior reporter looked even more surprised . 
 
   “Try putting the most arrogant, talented guys in one place . It would be considered alright if they just hit and bit each other . Moreover, there’s only one gate . Imagine two dogs that fought against each other coming out of the same door . What do you think will happen? Do you think they will just laugh it off and come out smiling while shaking their hands?”
 
   By the time they arrived at the gate, the senior reporter continued with a wry smile . 
 
   “Above all, they think they are chosen beings . They view average citizens like us as nothing but a slave or a commoner . There’s no way they will care about their surroundings . ”
 
   Gulp!
 
   The senior reporter’s explanation was met only with a swallow . 
 
   “Huk . ”
 
   As if that wasn’t enough, the junior reporter who swallowed his saliva let out a surprised sound . At the sound, the senior reporter grinned . 
 
   “How can you call yourself a reporter without any courage? Huh?”
 
   “Uh, uh…”
 
   “What’s wrong? Uh… huk!”
 
   However, as soon as he looked in the direction his junior reporters pointed at, he let out the same noise . 
 
   “Dun, dungeon is cleared!”
 
   Players . They started coming out of the gate . 
 
    
 
   Big event . When the A+ rank dungeon attack started, it was literally like a festival . Everyone thought the end would as colorful and hot as the beginning . 
 
   However, the atmosphere that came with clearing the dungeon was too cold to even speak .  
 
   [31 Dead!] [Dungeon Disaster Occurs!] [Skull Guild, Zero Survivors! Exterminated!] 
 
    
 
   31 dead!
 
   31 talented stars who were each respected by their guilds were now in a position where even their bodies could not be recovered . 
 
   It was a result that no one even dared to think of .  
 
   [No Trace of the Dungeon Rewards!]
 
    
 
   [Who Caught the Orc Champion?]
 
    
 
   A dungeon clear was achieved after many sacrifices . However, the dungeon reward was nowhere to be seen . 
 
   [Phoenix Guild Interview Refused!] [Biggest Victim Skull Guild, Refusing All Official Interviews!] [Haitai Guild Interview Refused!]
 
    
 
   Furthermore, all the guilds that would normally have boasted about their heroic acts remained silent . 
 
   A commotion was inevitable . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 What the hell happened? They cleared the dungeon but there’s no reward? Someone’s hiding the rewards? Why would you decide to hide the reward unless you were crazy?  It’s a chance to be a star, right? Think about how they usually behave . They would say that it was they who did it even if they didn’t! We have nothing to lose over their deaths . As long as players from Messiah is safe . O O, as long as Messiah is safe . 
   The fact that the Messiah Guild was safe prevented the commotion from exploding . 
 
   “I’m going to go crazy . ”
 
   However, the commotion among the players and the guilds couldn’t help but explode . 
 
   “Damn it, how does it make sense that nobody knows what happened when a monster like the Orc Champion was killed?”
 
   “What about the Messiah Guild? Maybe the Messiah Guild caught it?”
 
   “Did a legendary appear, or did it not?
 
   “Maybe they hid it cause a legendary appeared?”
 
   An extremely sudden situation and unreasonably limited information did not even allow a hypothesis to be formed . 
 
   All the guilds that participated in the dungeon clear panicked . 
 
   “I better get going now . ”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   “I’ve finished writing the report, so I’ll start heading back now . ”
 
   During such a commotion, there was no one who cared about a player like Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Was it even possible for someone in the world to guess that Kim Woo-jin captured the Orc Champion by himself and was hiding a legendary item?
 
   “Thank you for your efforts . ”
 
   Of course, the dungeon support staff did not stop Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Ah, wait…”
 
   All that left was for Kim Woo-jin to get enough gas money from dungeon support staff to travel from Seoul to Busan . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   “Hey! Hey! There’s an announcement!”
 
   “What’s going on?”
 
   Something that could stop Kim Woo-jin from leaving by grabbing his ankle appeared . 
 
   “Park Shin-hye! Park Shin-hye from Messiah Guild is coming here!”
 
   Park Shin-hye . 
 
   Successor of Hansung Group that was the largest supporter of Messiah Guild, and the second highest-level player in Korea!
 
   ‘Park Shin-hye is coming here in person?’
 
   The appearance of the woman who was kind enough to tell Lee Se-joon to let him out of his misery when Kim Woo-jin was on the brink of death, was unexpected . 
 
   ‘Park Shin-hye has never came here before I return to the past . She was with Lee Se-joon in Seoul, and when the Orc Lord’s Fang was obtained by Messiah Guild, it was handed over to Lee Se-joon and she was beside him . ’
 
   Even for Kim Woo-jin, who returned to the past, such situation was unexpected . 
 
   “This means…’
 
   It made Kim Woo-jin smile . 
 
   Skull Guild and Yamato Federation, it proved that they were one of the many tails Park Shin-hye spread out in the world . 
 
   It was a smile a hunting dog would make after seeing the tail of its prey . 
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   The first day Kim Woo-jin met Park Shin-hye was the day he received an offer from Lee Se-joon . 
 
   “Hunting dog Kim Woo-jin, I need your strength . ”
 
   Naturally, the memory of his first meeting with Park Shin-hye was hazy, for it was the same day when the light that will save the world reached out to him . 
 
   After that, he had no particular memory of Park Shin-hye . 
 
   Their roles were different in the first place . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was the hunting dog that cleaned up Lee Se-joon’’s surroundings while Park Shin-hye was the flower that decorated Lee Se-joon . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had no reason to be interested in Park Shin-hye . 
 
   To be completely honest, he was too busy; too caught up fighting to save the world . 
 
   In other words, that day was the first time that he felt any interest or emotion toward Park Shin-hye . 
 
   It was the day when he was betrayed by the hero he trusted more than anyone . He saw the true side of Park Shin-hye and developed feelings of anger and hatred towards her . 
 
   “Woah! It’s Park Shin-hye!”
 
   “Messiah’s Goddess!”
 
   “Goddess! Please look at me just once!”
 
   “Please save the world!”
 
   That Park Shin-hye was now in front of Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   The woman who is carrying out a plan to swallow up the world was walking through a thunderous shout of cheers . 
 
   When he saw her, Kim Woo-jin admitted it honestly . 
 
   ‘How terrifying . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin admitted that she’s the most terrifying prey he’s ever chased after . 
 
   Already, Messiah Guild has become irreplaceable… and the Yamato Federation, which conspired to invade the Korean Peninsula, was nothing but a puppet . 
 
   ‘To think she would fool the world so perfectly . ’
 
   Everything she planned was progressing covertly . 
 
   No matter how uninterested he was in her movements, Kim Woo-jin only realized her conspiracy just before he died . 
 
   If Kim Woo-jin hadn’t been so lucky this time around, finding her tail would have come about much later . 
 
   ‘Now I know how the other players felt about the Messiah Guild . ’
 
   She was a prey that Kim Woo-jin had to catch . 
 
   ‘No, come to think of it, many in the world has tried to hunt the Messiah Guild, but no one has succeeded . ’
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin had no intention of giving up the chase . 
 
   It was the first time he discovered her carefully hidden tail . 
 
   Under such circumstances, if he intended to give up the hunt just because it leads to a monster when you chase after the tail, he would not have talked about hunting in the first place . 
 
   “I can’t win using force alone . ”
 
   Rather, this situation in which he finally found the tail was a golden opportunity . 
 
   History began to shift away from the past . 
 
   It was the perfect time to make the crack even bigger . 
 
   ‘And I don’t even have to be the one causing the trouble . ’
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin held his smartphone and called someone . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   There was a short tone and a straight voice . 
 Is this Mr . Kim Woo-jin? 
   “Yes, I am Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   As soon as Kim Woo-jin finished introducing himself to the voice, he started to talk . 
 
   “I called you cause I have something to report about dungeon . It’s information I didn’t report, but I thought I should tell you . I believe this isn’t something I should report by phone or text . May I meet and talk to Mr . Park Yong-wan?”
 
    
 
   Park Yong-wan, his mood wasn’t so great . 
 
   It was due to the news he received from Busan . 
 
   Even though the A+ rank dungeon was cleared in three days, the report given to him was full of confusion and uncertainty . 
 
   Despite losing 31 players, and the Orc Champion being hunted on the 2nd day, no one could give a clear answer to how the process went . 
 
   Therefore, Park Yong-wan accepted Kim’s personal interview with pleasure . 
 
   From Busan to Gimpo, he gave Kim Woo-jin the earliest plane ticket and even provided a taxi for him at the airport . 
 
   The entire process was paid for by Park Yong-wan’s personal card as well . 
 
   Park Yong-wan has never treated anyone with favor since becoming a player . 
 
   “Skull Guild was weird?”
 
   “Yes, I didn’t write it in the report because I wasn’t too sure, but the actions of the Skull Guild were certainly strange . ”
 
   “Tell me more in details . ”
 
   Fortunately, it was worth the favor . 
 
   “I’ve never seen them hunt an orc before . ”
 
   “As you know, Skull Guild wears a skull mask . If I saw them hunt, I wouldn’t have been mistaken . ”
 
   “Maybe you just didn’t see them hunt?”
 
   “Yes . But it is easy to tell if someone had fought the orcs or not, the appearances of Skull Guild members who were resting did not look like they had engaged in a fight with the orcs even once . And…”
 
   “And?”
 
   “Sometimes, Skull Guild members seemed to be observing the movement of our guild and other guilds . ”
 
   “Spy?”
 
   “A Skull Guild member stole a glance at our guild and left . ”
 
   “If I hadn’t been in the role of an observer, I wouldn’t have realized it . There were also instances where I’ve even seen him use his Silent Hunter skills . ”
 
   The information Kim Woo-jin told him were not pleasant news .  
 
   ‘In summary, the Skull Guild didn’t intend to hunt orcs from the beginning . However, they still entered the dungeon… In other words, there’s a good chance they were only after the Orc Champion . Or the players . If they were after the Orc Champion, it’s very likely that Skull Guild joined hands with another guild . They were probably wiped out because a legendary item dropped after killing the Orc Champion . In order to gain the ownership, it’s likely that the Skull Guild was thrown away . 
 
   In conclusion, it turns out the Skull Guild played a trick, and during the process, there was an unknown problem . Unfortunately, the evidence related to it seems to have disappeared within the dungeon . 
 
   There was nothing about it that made Park Yong-wan feel better . 
 
   “Damn it, If it weren’t for that, I wouldn’t have cared so much about this!”
 
   To be honest, Park Yong-wan just wanted to deal with this as if nothing had happened . 
 
   “Anyway I wonder why Park Shin-hye from the Messiah Guild came . Do you know why?”
 
   However, Park Shin-hye, her name, made Park Yong-wan reluctant to give up . 
 
   For all the well-known players in Korea, not just Park Yong-wan, Park Shin-hye’s presence was an undeniable one . 
 
   “That’s what I want to ask . ”
 
   It was the decisive reason why Park Yong-wan couldn’t help but be interested in the dungeon . “Do you have any information on the movement of the Messiah Guild in the dungeon?”
 
   “Nothing special . But if I had to add my personal opinion, I felt that they were too conservative, too safe . ”
 
   “You felt that they were too conservative?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “I thought that the Messiah Guild would go after Orc Champion from the beginning . They are not the type to avoid water and fire, are they?
 
   “Certainly . ”
 
   “But this time they moved too calmly . They just slowly dwindled down the number of orcs . As if they didn’t care about the Orc Champion . ”
 
   Therefore, Park Yong-wan was more inclined to listen to Kim Woo-jin’s words more deeply . 
 
   Of course, Park Yong-wan did not believe 100 percent of Kim Woo-jin’s words . 
 
   ‘So the evidence lies within the Skull Guild, huh? Maybe it would be good to dig around and take a look . ’
 
   It wasn’t a bad idea to look into the Skull Guild when he had no other leads . 
 
   ‘If you think about it, the Skull Guild is really fishy . Even though they don’t have any sponsors near the top 10 within the financial circles, their mobilization of funds and connections are better than most decent guilds…’
 
   Moreover, Park Yong-wan already suspected the Skull Guild to have a slightly different secret than the other guilds . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s words had enough basis for him to keep his ears open . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan moved on to the next question . 
 
   “What do you want?”
 
   Now, he tried to ask for the price for the important information that Kim Woo-jin kept even from the guild . 
 
   “What do I want?”
 
   “I hope you don’t act all innocent and nice in front of me . It’s not very pleasant when you know it’s an act . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded at such remark . 
 
   Then he loosened his gentle face and said with a smile around his mouth . 
 
   “I’d like to be introduced to a broker . ”
 
   “Broker? Aren’t you already acquainted with Hayashi Konsuke?”
 
   “It’s true that we know each other . ”
 
   “Then wouldn’t it be better to trade with him?
 
   At Park Yong-wan’s question, Kim Woo-jin said while shrugging his shoulders . 
 
   “After my first deal with Hayashi Konsuke, a phone call came from Mr . Park Yong-wan, and I was immediately offered a role as an observer in the A+ rank dungeon to watch over my colleagues . I don’t want to make a deal with him when it’s pretty obvious as to what happened . ”
 
   Such an answer made Park Yong-wan chuckle . 
 
   ‘He’s much smarter than I thought . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was right . 
 
   It would be crazy to trust a broker who handed over his trade partner’s information to someone else due to suspicion . 
 
   “I’ll let you get into contact with any broker you want . ”
 
   Above all, Park Yong-wan thought it was worth giving a player like Kim Woo-jin some preferential treatment . 
 
   “He’s usable . ”
 
   He was well-worth fattening up for future uses . 
 
   Hearing what he wanted, Kim Woo-jin opened his mouth . 
 
   “Oh Se-chan, I heard that name is the most reliable on this floor . I heard he’s the best when it comes to money laundering, is that right?”
 
   Park Yong-wan smiled back at Kim Woo-jin’s reply . 
 
   “Even if you get a call from a number you don’t know, it would be good to answer your phone for a while . ”
 
    
 
   That was a memory .  
 Oh Se-chan . In the Asian black market, when it comes to money laundering, there’s no one better than him . Many players with name value in Korea are his customers . Of course, that won’t be an issue . The problem is we won’t be able to win him over to our side . We have to get rid of him if we want to win over Korean players, especially when it comes to the skilled ones . Only then will those players trade with our broker . 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 All you have to do is raise your level and set up a trade route with Oh Se-chan . After that, if you have a chance to meet him, you can get rid of him then . 
   Lim Sun-joon, a memory of a person who was sent from the Yamato Federation to take over the Korean Peninsula . 
 
   It was an opportunity for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘Oh Se-chan . ’
 
   The opportunity to have a broker dedicated to his trade . 
 
   ‘Though he isn’t someone I can trust…’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin did not have much faith in Oh Se-chan . 
 
   ‘However, I do like the fact that the Yamato Federation hates him to death . ’
 
   The important detail was that he wasn’t won over by the Yamato Federation and was listed on their assassination list . 
 
   ‘And if he was a member associated with the Messiah Guild, he wouldn’t have been on the Yamato Federation’s assassination list . ’
 
   Looking at the situation as a whole, there also existed a possibility that the Messiah Guild wasn’t associated with Oh Se-chan either . 
 
   ‘Since I didn’t know his name, it would mean that they had succeeded in the assassination . ’
 
   More importantly, their assassination would have been successful . 
 
   If such famous person was still alive 2 to 3 years later, Kim Woo-jin definitely would have heard something about him . 
 
   ‘Hayashi Konsuke must have taken his spot after he died . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew the history after that . 
 
   After the disappearance of the Black Market tycoon Oh Se-chan, his clients became clients of Hayashi Konsuke, who gave the Plus Ring to Johann Georg . And Park Yong-wan, who was one of them, moved over to Japan with his players and considerable number of items through Hayashi Konsuke…
 
   In other words, the Yamato Federation’s plans had to be changed more depending on how much longer Oh Se-chan lived, which would affect the Messiah Guild’s plans as well . 
 
   ‘Value of a card like Oh Se-chan is certainly worth the effort . ’
 
   That, however, wasn’t the only reason Kim Woo-jin wanted to make contact with Oh Se-chan . 
 
   ‘Even if that wasn’t the case, I will be able to get in contract with those associated with the Yamato Federation just by staying near Oh Se-chan . ’
 
   As long as Oh Se-chan’s name was on the Yamato Federation’s assassination list, players from the Yamato Federation would continue to rush toward him . 
 
   Like a moth flying toward the flames . 
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s point of view, it was an opportunity to gather a clearer picture of the Yamato Federation . 
 
   ‘In the process, if I catch a new tail of the Messiah guild…’
 
   Making most of the opportunity was the best Kim Woo-jin could do right now . 
 
   Uung!
 
   At such a moment, Kim Woo-jin received a call . 
 
   The caller ID was unknown, but Kim Woo-jin answered the call without hesitation . 
 
   “This is Kim Woo-jin . ”
 Huh? 
   Then a surprised voice came out . 
 Hello, I’m sorry but is your number 010… 
   There was an apology . 
 … . 1239? 
   Kim Woo-jin replied to him . 
 
   “No, I’m sorry . You called the wrong number . ”
 
   That was the end of the call . 
 
   It was one of those experiences that happens sometimes when someone calls the wrong number . However, Kim Woo-jin did not brush off such accident as an accident . Rather, he dialed the number he just got the call from . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 I’m Oh Se-chan . Let’s cut to the chase .   
   It was the same voice that made the call not too long ago . 
 
   But the way he spoke was completely different . 
 I heard it from Park Yong-wan . You want to do business with me? 
   Unlike a while ago, there was no sign of weakness, but rather it was filled with very heavy, cold tone . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin replied to the question . 
 
   “Yes . ”
 What is it that you want? 
   “I need money . I’d like you to introduce me to a dungeon that’s worth a lot of money . And I also need some money laundered as well . ”
 I will test your ability first . Level 20 or below, C+ rank dungeon . Currently three parties have failed . The deadline is five days . If more than five days is passed, then you are considered to have failed . On the other hand, if the deadline is reduced, I’ll give you better treatment as you deserve . What’s your answer? 
   “You only have to give me the dungeon report and enough gas money to get to the dungeon gate . ”
 
   The moment the call was over, he received a text message . 
 
   [Kobold Sweep!]
 Dungeon Floor: 1 Dungeon Difficulty: C+ Rank Dungeon Capacity: 4 People Entry Condition: Must be level 20 or below Clear Condition: Hunt 100 Kobolds! 
   ‘Kobold . ’
 
   As soon as he saw the details, Kim Woo-jin was sure . 
 
   ‘He doesn’t planning on getting a new client . ’
 
   He was sure that Oh Se-chan didn’t want to increase the number of his customers anymore . 
 
   The evidence was that kobolds were used as a test . 
 
   Kobold was a monster that walked on two feet with a dog-like head, and their physical abilities were located halfway between a goblin and an orc . 
 
   Their individual strength was far behind the orcs . 
 
   Their strength as a herd, however, was too much to compare to the likes of orcs and goblins, making them a difficult monster to deal with . 
 
   They definitely weren’t the right type of monster to test a new customers’ skills . 
 
   In other words, he did not intend to increase the number of his clients as Kim Woo-jin previously thought . 
 
   ‘Maybe he already knows there are people who are after him . ’
 
   Moreover, such a way of selecting his customer often indicated the broker felt threatened by the idea of accepting new clients . 
 
   ‘This won’t be easy . ’
 
   It was obvious that Oh Se-chan was not an easy bait . 
 
   Then, Kim Woo-jin received a second text .  
 
   [Dungeon location Songpo-dong, Ilsan-gu, Goyang, Gyeonggi-do . ] 
 
    
 
   “Ilsan . ”
 
   It was a text that contained the location of the dungeon gate . 
 
   In addition, the text also included the answer to Kim Woo-jin’s demand for his transportation expenses . 
 
   [Subway Fare Fee 4,200 Won, Deposit After the Dungeon is Cleared . ] 
 
    
 
   It was the moment when Kim Woo-jin truly met someone who wasn’t easy to deal with . 
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   [Current Stop is Pungsan . Pungsan Station . ] 
 
    
 
   Hearing the announcement, Kim Woo-jin looked out the window of the Gyeongui Central Line train heading to Ilsan . 
 
   As the train left the station, a clear view of everyday life in Goyang City, Ilsandong could be seen . 
 
   ‘This place will be in ruins within 2 years as well . ’
 
   The scenery of Ilsan going through Kim Woo-jin’s head was the image of a city devastated by monsters and surrounded by tanks and artilleries to remove those monsters . 
 
   It wasn’t just an imagination . 
 
   ‘Was it a twin-head ogre?’
 
   In 2025, Ilsan essentially lost its ability to function as a city due a twin-head ogre, which had escaped from a 6 floor dungeon . 
 
   And such occurrences were happening all over the world . 
 
   ‘Not for much longer . ’
 
   Monsters coming out of the dungeon gate in the present were still threatening, but even the general public with firearms were more than able to mitigate and deal with the damage caused by those threats . 
 
   The same held true in 2025 . There was no monster mankind could not kill . 
 
   The only problem was that firearms alone were no longer enough, they needed the firepower of several artillery or fighter units in order to kill them . 
 
   It was then that the world realized the importance of strong, talented players, and powerful items . Leaving a dungeon with 5 or more floors unattended was virtually like losing the territory itself . 
 
   Of course, there were those who knew that much earlier . 
 
   All the players who are currently over level 100 knew the truth . 
 
   It was impossible for them to not understand . 
 
   If you have faced a monster from a 3 floor dungeon, it wasn’t hard to imagine what would happen if such a monster were to run outside . It was just something one could naturally tell, even without a thought . 
 
   ‘If you know what’s going to happen, you won’t be able to stand still . ’
 
   This was the reason why high-level players including Park Yong-wan, who were reluctant to work for the public good, risked their lives and enter the dungeons . They had no other option . They had to frantically raise their levels and secure items in order to survive . 
 
   Because they knew a hellish period was coming . When one cannot survive in the world without getting stronger . 
 
   ‘They couldn’t just brush it off and think about it later . ’
 
   At the same time, it was also the reason they did not look back and acted as they pleased . 
 
   Why wouldn’t they when they know that it will be a lawless world in two or three years?
 
   Why would they worry about tax investigations or hearings that will take place in 10 or 20 years? Likewise, there was nothing wrong with selling out one’s country when the order of the world was about to collapse . 
 
   It was such an era of lawlessness and darkness that helped the Messiah Guild to shine even brighter . 
 
   Due to being in that Messiah Guild, Kim Woo-jin did not have to worry or think about difficult things . 
 
   He liked how things were back then . However, that did not mean that he wanted to experience the same story . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was just that Kim Woo-jin saw the truth . 
 
   ‘I need to prepare enough power before the world becomes like that . The power to withstand the threat of the Messiah Guild . ’
 
   If he still remains weak when the rules of the world start to change, then the Messiah Guild will eat Kim Woo-jin alive .  
 
   [Current Stop is Ilsan, Ilsan Station . ] 
 
    
 
   With that reality in mind, Kim Woo-jin arrived at his destination . 
 
    
 
   After getting off at Ilsan Station and walking a little further away from the station, he saw a large area of farmland filled with greenhouses . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s destination, the dungeon gate, was inside the most desolate greenhouse . 
 
   With its ripped up plastic covers and collapsed interior, a greenhouse welcomed Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   That was all . 
 
   It was just there without a single person waiting in sight, only the dungeon gate lay there imposingly . 
 
   ‘He said that it devoured three parties already, right?’
 
   It was an unfitting treatment for a dungeon gate, which has already eaten three parties . 
 
   After devouring as many as three parties, the dungeon was very likely to be shunned by players . 
 
   Moreover, because the dungeon was infested with difficult monsters like kobolds, players with common sense would be even more unwilling to choose this dungeon . 
 
   In other words, it would remain untouched and spit out monsters without rest until players similar to those from the Messiah Guild, who don’t care about the risks, came to clear it . 
 
   Since that’s the case, there was a need to prevent monsters from suddenly escaping out of the dungeon and inflicting casualties to the surrounding population . 
 
   Of course, no matter how many people died, a small problem like that was of no importance to people who were busy thinking of more ways to make money . 
 
   ‘Hayashi Konsuke, he’s better than a bastard like him . ’
 
   In other words, Oh Se-chan was not such a wretched person . 
 
   It wasn’t a misunderstanding . 
 
   “He’s doing a good job keeping it clean . ’
 
   A dungeon with a kill count of three parties should have traces left by the party in the vicinity . 
 
   Otherwise, there should have been traces of the monsters coming out and escaping . 
 
   Unexpectedly, the surroundings were clean . 
 
   Not to mention monster footprints, there weren’t even tire marks from cars . 
 
   This meant that this place was strictly monitored and cleaned . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled . 
 
   ‘What a funny fellow . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin never saw a broker that cared about managing a dungeon in a such way . 
 
   ‘To the point of wanting to meet him . ’
 
   For the first time, Kim Woo-jin wanted to meet the man named Oh Se-chan . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Other than that, there wasn’t much to consider . 
 
   No matter how many people died in this dungeon, how difficult it was, or what kind of monster the Kobolds were, it didn’t matter to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   As mentioned before, clearing shunned dungeons like this was what Kim Woo-jin did before returning to the past . 
 
   ‘To do that, I’ll have to clear this dungeon first . ’
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin entered the dungeon without hesitation . 
 
    
 Kim Woo-jin entered the dungeon . He went in alone . It looks like he’s going to try to clear it alone . “Is that so? Then contact me when he comes out . ” Yes . 
   The man who put down the smartphone as the call ended was a young man . 
 
   He appeared to be in his mid-20s, but his shaved head, thick horn-rimmed glasses, muscular body, and nervous temperament made his age a mystery . 
 
   “What happened?”
 
   A middle-aged man with blond hair and blue eyes asked the question . 
 
   In addition, the middle-aged man’s question was in Russian . 
 
   Obviously, the reply was in Russian as well . 
 
   “A strange lunatic wants to trade with me . I’m testing him . ”
 
   The middle-aged man tilted his head back when he heard about a new client . 
 
   “Lunatic?”
 
   “Can you believe that he asked me to pay for his transportation?”
 
   The old man smiled bitterly in response . 
 
   “Trying to extort money from you? He must be someone who doesn’t not know you . ”
 
   “Yeah, I’m sure he doesn’t know me . But such person told me that he wanted to do business with me through Park Yong-wan . ”
 
   In front of the name Park Yong-wan, the middle-aged man immediately erased his smile . 
 
   “Do you mean Park Yong-wan from the Phoenix Guild?”
 
   “Was there any other son of a bitch named Park Yong-wan that I know of?”
 
   “If he’s someone from Park Yong-wan’s side, wouldn’t it be better for you to not take it?” Unlike the playful young man, the middle-aged man inquired seriously . 
 
   Only then did the young man speak in a serious tone as well . 
 
   “He’s not on Park Yong-wan’s side . ”
 
   “Are you sure?”
 
   “If he was someone from Park Yong-wan’s side, there wouldn’t be a need for him to become a customer like this when he could just trade with me through Park Yong-wan . Well, I can look into it more after he passes the test . ”
 
   “What are his chances of survival?”
 
   “Well… it’s a C+ rank dungeon with a level limit of 20, entry up to 4 people, and a clear condition of killing 100 kobolds . I would say since he entered it alone, his odds are not too high . ”
 
   Hearing this reply, the middle-aged man spoke in a surprised tone . 
 
   “He went in alone? Into a dungeon with kobolds?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The middle-aged man knew what kind of monsters kobolds were very well . 
 
   “It’s dangerous . ”
 
   “Yep, it’s very dangerous . ”
 
   The young man, Oh Se-chan, knew it as well . 
 
   “They are very dangerous monsters with a sense of smell on par with dogs . They have systematic movements like wolf packs, a sense of companionship, and the ability to use complicated tools like bows . If he faces them like he’s going against a group of orcs or goblins, he’s going to be in a worse off than being in hell . ”
 
   He knew how dangerous kobolds were and that one needed to approach hunting them differently than hunting a group of orcs or goblins . 
 
   He also knew that watching an unprofessional player enter a dungeon with kobolds without proper preparations was no different than watching a suicide unfold . 
 
   “He must be very skilled . ”
 
   The middle-aged man knew that Oh Se-chan would never assist a suicide . 
 
   “I don’t know . ”
 
   “You don’t you know?”
 
   “Yep, at the very least, he hasn’t even reached level 20 . He has no experience clearing 2 floor dungeons and he has been a player for only about a month now . But someone who doesn’t even know me contacted me through Park Yong-wan . He even asked me to help him pay for the transportation costs . Considering everything he’s done, he is not the type of person who is looking for a easy way out either . ”
 
   “There’s a good chance he’s an assassin who’s after your life . ”
 
   “Assassin?”
 
   “An unknown expert approaching someone while mustering public attention, one can often see that in movies with assassin protagonists . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan laughed mockingly at the middle-aged man’s remarks . 
 
   “I don’t care about that . Most of us will die in 10 years anyway . I’m sure it would be more of headache to be alive in 10 years . And if I die, Gorbachev, you won’t at a loss, will you? Since everything in my name will be yours . ”
 
   Hearing Oh Se-chan’s words, Gorbachev smiled bitterly . 
 
   “One’s skill is the only thing that matters . Even if he is a man who is trying to kill me, it’s okay as long as he is skilled . All I need is a monster who can come back smiling even if he’s put inside a hellish dungeon . That’s why I set the deadline at 5 days . ”
 
   Gorbachev shook his head when he heard that the deadline was only 5 days . 
 
   “It looks like you really need a monster . ”
 
   “Yeah, unless you’re a monster, it’s impossible to kill 100 kobolds in 5 days . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s eyes glistened as he spoke . 
 
   ‘With that kind of monster in my hands, it’s more than enough to end this game . ’
 
   Gorbachev got up from his seat when he saw Oh Se-chan’s hopeful eyes . 
 
   “Alright then . I’m going to do my job now . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan waved when he heard Gorbachev’s farewell . 
 
   “I’m sorry I couldn’t see you off to the airport . You know how my situation is . ”
 
   “If you’re sorry, why don’t you upgrade my flight seat to business?”
 
   “I’ll see you off at the airport . You don’t mind if we take the subway, right?”
 
   “… I’m good . ”
 
    
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   At the foot of a mountain with endless rocks and trees . 
 
   Keung! Keung!
 
   A kobold was patrolling the mountainside alone . 
 
   The appearance of a kobold did not fall short of the expression “monster . ”
 
   Head of a dog walking on two legs instead of four, and holding a sword and shield in its two hands . It looked even more eerie than an orc or a goblin . 
 
   However, a kobold’s physique, which neared at most 1 . 4 meters tall compared to an orc’s two meters tall muscular body, did not seem threatening . 
 
   It looked weak enough that a warrior-type player might think they could easily fight it one on one . 
 
   In fact, hunting a kobold one on one was quite feasible for a player with levels higher than 10 and enough hunting experience . 
 
   Because of this, most of the players would try and hunt the kobold if they saw a lone patrol without hesitation when hunting kobolds for the first time . 
 
   However, not many of such stories were told . 
 
   For only few of the people who hunted kobolds in that way ever came back alive . 
 
   That was certainly the case…
 
   Kobolds never missed the scent of blood of its kind; and to take revenge for their kindred they would pass through fire and water . In a way, blood of kobolds were like a curse that resulted in inevitable death . 
 
   Seug!
 
   That’s why Kim Woo-jin, who appeared behind the Kobold, wrapped its neck with a wire in his hand . 
 
   Kekk!
 
   The kobold let out a silent scream with his mouth wide open . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin slowly waited until the Kobold’s heart stopped beating . 
 
   Soon, the kobold died with his long tongue hanging out . 
 
   ‘The sacrifice is secured . ’
 
   It was the moment when he got a sacrifice without shedding a drop of blood . 
 
   In fact, Kim Woo-jin didn’t have to approach this in a such way . 
 
   With his current combat power, it was possible to kill 100 kobolds even if he was engaged in a brawl . To exaggerate a little, he could even pour the blood of kobolds on his body and kill the kobolds that came after him . 
 
   ‘All I have to do now is to dig a trap . ’
 
   But Kim Woo-jin did not do that . 
 
   If necessary, he would happily have a slaughterfest . 
 
   However, it was not Kim Woo-jin’s style to engage in an exhausting battle when he didn’t have to . 
 
   While having overwhelming strength, producing even more overwhelming results was Kim Woo-jin’s hunting style . 
 
   “Summon skeleton soldier . ”
 
   In order to do that, Kim Woo-jin summoned a skeleton soldier . 
 
   “Black bone . ” 
 
   [The Power of the Underworld Flows Within the Skeleton Soldier . ]
 
    
 
   A skeleton soldier with black bones rose up . 
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   When dealing with kobolds, one should be most wary of their sense of smell . 
 
   As soon as one’s body was smeared with a kobold’s blood, it was practically impossible to hide from the rest of the kobolds . 
 
   At the same time, the kinship between kobolds was very strong . 
 
   When one of their kin is killed, they do not stop attacking until they kill the perpetrator and get their revenge . 
 
   Keohung, Keohung!
 
   That was why twenty kobolds were running around the rugged mountains until they were out of breath . 
 
   The moment they detected the thick smell of the blood of their people, there was no other choice . 
 
   Keung! Keung!
 
   They sniffed and ran towards the smell of the blood, taking the shortest path possible . 
 
   Soon, the kobolds were able to reach a spot full of their kin’s bodies, which had been squashed . 
 
   Keohung, Keohung!
 
   Their sense of smell was paralyzed by the thick scent of blood around them . 
 
   Some Kobolds even sank their noses into the ground in order to avoid smelling the odious scent of blood . 
 
   Keohung?
 
   At that moment, a kobold found something strange . 
 
   There were bones of his kind between the bodies . 
 
   Of course it wasn’t unusual for there to be bones . 
 
   The strange thing was that the color of the bones were pitch black . 
 
   Keong, Keong!
 
   The kobold felt uncomfortable upon seeing the abnormality so it sniffed the bone after approaching it . 
 
   Seug!
 
   Then, something rose from the pile of dead bodies and instantly sliced the kobold’s neck .  Siig!
 
   Eerie sounds of edged tools cutting the wind could be heard all around him . 
 
   The kobolds were surprised and their hair pointed outwards . 
 
   Then skeleton soldiers with black bones rose up from the gaps between the corpses . 
 
   Tteolgeuleog! Tteolgeuleog!
 
   The skeleton soldiers immediately spread out and hunted the kobolds . 
 
   Siig!
 
   The skeletons soldiers’ movements were surprisingly nimble, and the swords they wielded were incredibly sharp . 
 
   Seogeog!
 
   Even amongst them, the attacks from skeleton soldiers holding scimitars were cutting the kobolds’ bodies like hollow bamboo . 
 
   Of course, the kobolds fought back . 
 
   Keohung!
 
   Krr!
 
   They swung their weapons, clubs, crude swords, or maces, and some of their attacks hit the body of the skeleton soldiers . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Their power was considerable . 
 
   The evidence was that the kobold’s sword, which hit the skeleton soldier, gave off a spark and sounded like it was hitting coarse iron . 
 
   Wasn’t it obvious that their attack would sound like it’s striking iron since their strength is so weak?
 
   Keohung?
 
   It was ridiculous from a kobold’s perspective . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Then there was a noise from behind the kobold . 
 
   It was the sound of an arrow coming from a distance . 
 
   Keohung?
 
   Surprised, kobold began sniffing with his nose toward the direction of the arrow . 
 
   However, it was impossible for the kobold to smell Kim Woo-jin, who was covered in dirt to hide his scent . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who confirmed this clearly, began to actively fire his arrows . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Endless swarms of arrows struck the kobolds’ backs . 
 
   In fact, that was the end of the hunt . 
 
   After less than ten minutes of fighting, there were no kobold left standing on the floor . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin did not enter battlefield that ended in a such a way . He looked at it from a long distance in order to avoid being tainted by the scent of blood . 
 
   Puk!
 
   He looked at his skeleton soldiers who were confirmed to be shooting the kobolds instead of Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Black bone skill, it’s good as expected . ”
 
   Black bone . 
 
   It was a skill that Kim Woo-jin acquired through the catalogue he received when he hunted the 1,000th orc . 
 
   The effect was simple . 
 
    
 
   [Black Bone]
 Skill Rank: E Skill Effect: Greatly increases the defense of skeleton soldiers 
   It strengthened the defense of skeleton soldiers . 
 
   ‘Though I did not expect the ruler of the battlefield to work with the black bone skill as well . ’
 
   What was surprising was that the ruler of the battlefield also applied to the black bone skill . 
 
   It was due to the fact that constitution and strength affected the black bones’ defense . 
 
   The ruler of the battlefield was a skill that increased all of its stats . 
 
   ‘This level of defense is similar to wearing a rare rank armor . ”
 
   The resulting defence was visible even to the naked eye . 
 
   ‘Splendid . ’
 
   The skeleton soldiers were also aware of the change and were using it to their advantage . 
 
   Now, they not only avoided attacks, but they have began to withstand awkward attacks with their own bodies and counterattack . 
 
   In battle, they looked more advantageous . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   There was only one problem .  
 
   [You Do Not Have Enough Mana . ]
 
    
 
   [The Effect of the Black Bone Disappears . ]
 
    
 
   It consumed more mana than he thought to maintain the black bones . 
 
   The news did not make Kim Woo-jin dispirited . 
 
   ‘I need a way to increase the mana capacity . ’
 
   If it wasn’t enough, he just needed to think a way to fill it up . 
 
   Then, a notification was heard in Kim Woo-jin’s ear .  
 
   [Current Number of Kobolds Hunted is 95 . ] [You Have Leveled Up . ]
 
    
 
   It was actually a notification signalling the hunt was nearly over . 
 
   He could kill five kobolds by himself even without his skeleton soldiers . 
 
   Nevertheless, Kim Woo-jin did not get blood on his body . He did not hurry . Let’s have a party since It’s the last time, he wasn’t planning on doing something silly like that . 
 
   He just waited quietly from a distance . 
 
   For his preys to come on their own accord . 
 
   Keohung!
 
   In Kim Woo-jin’s ears, the cries of  kobolds could be heard . 
 
   After the world turned into a game in 2020, Oh Se-chan was confident that nothing could surprise him . 
 
   Even if there was a news report of nuclear missile being fired one morning, he would be more curious about nuclear missile related stock prices rather than being surprised . Like usual, he would take a look at the stock charts from around the world . 
 
   “What?”
 
   But Oh Se-chan couldn’t help but be surprised upon hearing the news . 
 
   “The dungeon gate disappeared?”
 Yes . 
   The dungeon gate disappeared . 
 
   “So, you’re saying that after only 18 hours since entering the dungeon, Kim Woo-jin cleared it?”
 I think so . 
   Only 18 hours since the player entered the dungeon . 
 
   ‘How the hell?’
 
   In face of such nonsense, Oh Se-chan could not remain calm . 
 
   ‘Maybe he didn’t go in alone?’
 
   Rather than accepting the facts, he painstakingly tried to think of a way to deny it . 
 
   “No . The surveillance was secure . I’m sure he came alone . Even if he didn’t, there’s no reason for him to be appearing to go in alone . Above all, even if a 4 man party were to go in, it’s not normal to clear it in 18 hours . Even if it was a 4 man party, to finish this dungeon in 18 hours…  they would need skills of world class rankers . Or he’s covered with legendary rank items . But how could that be possible? By what means?”
 
   But the more he contemplated in his head, the more tangled the thread became . 
 
   ‘No, that’s not it . ’
 
   In the end, Oh Se-chan realized . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “So where is Kim Woo-jin now?”
 … I’m sorry . I can’t see him . 
   “He’s gone, isn’t he?”
 Yes . 
   He realized that it wasn’t the time for him to be denying the situation or thinking about how Kim Woo-jin got stronger . 
 
   ‘There’s no way he doesn’t know how capable he is . But he has been hiding his skills until now . ’
 
   The most important thing right now was that Kim Woo-jin wasn’t just proving his ability . 
 
   ‘Under such circumstances, he showed his skills without hesitation after contacting me . He’s giving me a signal . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin sent a signal to Oh Se-chan . 
 
   A signal of great intensity . 
 
   Now, Oh Se-chan had to interpret the signal’s meaning and respond to it . 
 
   ‘Does he know who I am? An assassin who’s after me? But does it make sense to use a man of this magnitude as an assassin? No, where the hell did he come from? It isn’t the Phoenix Guild for sure . Who’s behind it? Is it the Hansung Group?’
 
   His contemplation grew longer . 
 Um, what should I do? 
   Oh Se-chan’s underling asked him . 
 
   ‘I’m a broker . ’
 
   Only then did Oh Se-chan make a decision . 
 
   “We should start a service that befits our new customer’s performance . ”
 What should I do? 
   “Prepare locker number 19 . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who finished the dungeon in 18 hours, headed toward Ilsan Station . 
 
   When he returned to Ilsan Station, he hid his figure in the crowd and waited . 
 
   ‘It’s about time he contacts me . ’
 
   He was waiting for Oh Se-chan’s call . 
 
   ‘I hope I proved the value of trading with me…’
 
   To be exact, he was waiting for Oh Se-chan to respond . 
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin did not trust Oh Se-chan . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin made contact with him because he was an enemy of the Yamato Federation and likely not associated with the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Other than that, he didn’t know anything else about him . 
 
   What mattered most to Kim Woo-jin was his ability . 
 
   So Kim Woo-jin was willing to show him his skills . 
 
   It was rather explosive . 
 
   Normally, Kim Woo-jin would have held back his skills accordingly . 
 
   It was not difficult for him to do such a thing in a dungeon with no eyes . 
 
   However, he did it at the cost of revealing his skills . 
 
   He threw the ball to Oh Se-chan with all his strength . 
 
   Naturally, now Oh Se-chan would respond . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘A clumsy hand approaches, and it is used as bait . ’
 
   If his reaction was to absorb Kim Woo-jin to his side, Kim Woo-jin would not deal with him . 
 
   Even if he did it, it would be in moderation . 
 
   As Kim Woo-jin said earlier, Kim Woo-jin only liked the background of a man named Oh Se-chan, he did not trust him . 
 
   But if he said something along the lines of let’s join forces and surprise the world with our combined IQs of over 300! Or how about investing, I know a good investment?
 
   It wasn’t even worth talking . 
 
   He would simply be used as a bait . 
 
   On the other hand, if Oh Se-chan proved his ability, Kim Woo-jin was willing to make a close connection with him . 
 
   ‘Show me your worth . ’
 
   Then, a text message arrived on Kim Woo-jin’s phone . 
 
   The text contained a number and told him to use a payphone . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin went straight to a nearby payphone . 
 
   Ttallang!
 
   With the coin he prepared beforehand, he inserted the coin and dialed the number . 
 Dungeon cleared in 18 hours . With your skills, I can even introduce you to an A+ rank dungeon . Only after we build more trust, of course . Referral fee is 25 percent of the income earned from the dungeon .   
   From the beginning of the call, Oh Se-chan spoke like a true broker . 
 Also, the stolen goods will be purchased at 30 percent of the market price . The fee for money laundering is 30 percent . Lastly, the fee for acquiring items will be 11 percent of the purchased price . 
   Other than that he had nothing else to say . 
 The list of dungeons I have secured currently have been placed in a locker at Ilsan Station . Locker number 19, password 4885 . If you want to trade a dungeon, send a mail to the address attached behind the dungeon list . 
   He sent him the information he needed to do business with, and when he finished speaking, he ended the call . 
 
   He acted like a broker, and met Kim Woo-jin’s expectations . 
 
   But Kim did not smile knowing this . 
 
   Oh Se-chan’s disposition showed that he wasn’t exactly what Kim Woo-jin wanted . 
 
   It was no laughing matter . 
 
   ‘I’m glad I stayed at the station . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin went straight to where Oh Se-chan told him to go and immediately opened the locker . There were two envelopes inside the locker . 
 
   A paper envelope and a letter envelope . 
 
   ‘A letter?’
 
   Kim Woo-jin opened the envelope that looked like a letter and checked the contents . When he checked over the contents inside the letter, he couldn’t help but break into a laughter . 
 
   Inside the letter were 4,300 won in cash . 
 
   ‘Is 100 won for the payphone fee?’
 
   The cash included 4,200 won for transportation he mentioned earlier and 100 won for the payphone not too long ao . 
 
   ‘What a funny guy . ’
 
   It was a situation where he couldn’t help but laugh . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin’s smile disappeared as soon as he checked the information in the other envelope . 
 
   ‘… I’m sure now that the Messiah Guild killed Oh Se-chan . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan, in his hands were treasures that would make even the Messiah Guild covet them . 
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   There were three main types of services that brokers offered . 
 
   They introduced illegal dungeons, traded stolen goods, or helped with money laundering . 
 
   Among these, the most common transaction was fencing goods from illegal dungeons . 
 
   Trading stolen goods and money laundering weren’t easy to do for an average person but it was possible for anybody to find a dungeon . 
 
   Furthermore, finding a dungeon wasn’t difficult to do . Unlike searching for pine mushrooms or truffles, you did not need skilled professionals to identify them . Finding a dungeon that could be traded for money like the ones with trolls all depended on luck . 
 
   The problem laid in defending the dungeon after it was found . 
 
   Let’s just say that a newbie broker who entered the dungeon business managed to find a good dungeon . 
 
   Then, in order to sell that dungeon, let’s say the broker disclosed the existence of the dungeon to potential buyers . 
 
   Would they fiercely compete with one and another to get the dungeon?
 
   Or would they go to the broker who doesn’t have much of a background and use an inexpensive tool like a punch to rob them?
 
   Nevertheless, dungeons were never a simple treasure chest . 
 
   It was more like a bomb that monsters could break out from at any time . 
 
   ‘He is not an ordinary broker . ’
 
   The moment Kim Woo-jin checked the types of dungeon Oh Se-chan possessed, Kim Woo-jin realized Oh Se-chan was not a normal person . 
 
   It was Oh Se-chan’s 2 floor A-rank dungeon that caught Kim Woo-jin’s attention more than the others . 
 
   [Albino Lizard’s Egg]
 Number of Floors: 2 Floors Dungeon Difficulty: A- Dungeon Capacity: 8 People Entry Condition: Must be below level 30 Clear Condition: Obtain the Albino Lizard’s egg Clear Reward: A catalogue will be given to the one who hunts the Albino Lizard . 
   Kim Woo-jin already had knowledge and information about the dungeon . 
 
   ‘I’m positive that this dungeon was cleared in the year 2025 . ’
 
   It was none other than the Messiah Guild who cleared this dungeon . 
 
   Year 2025, it was when the world was in turmoil and Kim Woo-jin was now a renowned member of the Messiah Guild . The Messiah Guild was lucky enough to acquire this dungeon . After securing this dungeon, it took them four tries to obtain the Albino Lizard’s egg . 
 
   Since it was so difficult to clear it back then, Kim Woo-jin helped come up with strategies and personally trained the players involved in order to clear the dungeon . 
 
   ‘Albino Lizard’s egg… it was a legendary item that the Messiah Guild kept strictly confidential . ’
 
   Furthermore, not even the guild members were told the attributes of the Albino Lizard’s egg . All they knew was that it was an amazing item that needed to be kept confidential . 
 
   Even Kim Woo-jin only knew that it was a legendary rank item, he did not know the item descriptions . 
 
   This wasn’t bizarre . 
 
   Because a countermeasure to the item could be developed if an item’s attributes were exposed, it was usually better to hide it . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Moreover, the year 2025 was a time rife with betrayal . It had become very difficult to maintain security . 
 
   Ultimately, it wasn’t safe to share the item information, even to someone who was greatly trusted . 
 
   It was because such a secret couldn’t be kept in front of skills like the Eyes of Anubis . 
 
   ‘To think this dungeon appeared at this time?’
 
   Anyway, a dungeon that the Messiah Guild cleared after a huge sacrifice was in Oh Se-chan’s hands . 
 
   ‘It’s possible that Oh Se-chan sold this dungeon to the Messiah Guild… But if that were so, I would’ve known Oh Se-chan’s name . ’
 
   In other words, before Kim Woo-jin returned to the past, there was a process in which Oh Se-chan’s belongings were moved to the hands of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘They must have stolen it after killing him . ’
 
   It was very likely that the Messiah Guild killed Oh Se-chan and claimed the dungeon . 
 
   ‘Assumptions are a taboo . ’
 
   Needless to say, it was dangerous to be certain about that . 
 
   It was dangerous to assume a prey’s whereabouts with confidence during a hunt . And that wasn’t what Kim Woo-jin needed to worry about right now . 
 
   ‘I have to find a way to clear this dungeon . ’
 
   He knew that he couldn’t miss this golden opportunity . 
 
   ‘But I can’t go in recklessly . ’
 
   In order to do this, Kim Woo-jin needed to be more secretive and meticulous . 
 
   ‘This is a dungeon that even the Messiah Guild failed to clear four times . I have to be confident before proceeding . ’
 
   Above all, he needed enough strength to be sure he could clear this dungeon . 
 
   ‘Before that, I have to get to level 20 . ’
 
    
 
   Year 2023, April 22nd . 
 
   Beginning of warm weather, a perfect time for going out . 
 
   “Wake up Phoenix Guild!”
 
   “Wake up! Wake up!”
 
   As expected, because it was such an amazing day to go out, there were far more protesters than usual in front of the Phoenix Guild’s headquarters . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin walked into the building with the shouting behind him . 
 
   He was headed to the office of Jeong Woo-suk, the team leader of the dungeon support staff . “Oh, you are here?”
 
   When Kim Woo-jin appeared, Jeong Woo-suk stood up and welcomed him with a smile . 
 
   “Good to see you . ”
 
   He said, pointing at the guest table where the coffee and cake were already prepared . 
 
   “Let’s sit down . ”
 
   The coffee looked to be bought from the specialty coffee shop outside, and the cake looked quite expensive as well . 
 
   It was an unusually excessive treatment . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘It looks like someone must have schemed something . ’
 
   It was evident that Jeong Woo-suk had a problem he wanted solved . 
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   As soon as Kim Woo-jin sat down, the head of the support team Jeong Woo-suk let out a long sigh . 
 
   “I have to say I’m sorry before we begin . ”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin had a slightly surprised look on his face . 
 
   The head of the support team Jeong Woo-suk said with a frown on his face . 
 
   “The dungeon you requested, the application didn’t go through . ”
 
   Why?
 
   Jeong Woo-suk continued to explain before the question was asked . 
 
   “They say it’s too dangerous . It’s nothing else, it’s dangerous for you to enter the dungeon alone, which people have already failed once . ”
 
   The reason itself was appropriate . 
 
   “No matter how much people say that guilds do not care about their players, we can’t just watch them walk into the jaws of death, can we?”
 
   Guilds were not stupid . 
 
   Although they couldn’t prevent players from dying in the dungeons due to their lack of skill, they would prevent players from entering a dungeon if they thought there was a very high likelihood of resulting in their deaths . 
 
   In that sense, Kim Woo-jin’s behavior was very dangerous, as Jeong Woo-suk said . 
 
   “And you aren’t a regular player now, right?”
 
   Most of all, Kim Woo-jin was no longer an ordinary player in the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   Foremost, Kim Woo-jin showed impressive results several times . 
 
   His level now reached two digits, and soon neared level 20 . 
 
   In the world of players, reaching level 20 gave the person right to clear a 2 floor dungeon . “You’re a player who came back alive from that A+ rank dungeon where as many as 31 people died . ”
 
   Ultimately, he had an experience of clearing an A+ rank dungeon as well . 
 
   From the perspective of the Phoenix Guild, it was natural to be worried about Kim Woo-jin’s well-being . 
 
   They couldn’t just allow him to enter the jaws of death alone . 
 
   “Establish a party . ”
 
   In other words, he needed more people to join the dungeon with him . 
 
   “Or you need to find someone to go in with you . ”
 
   It didn’t even have to be a party, he needed someone who would at least prevent him from carrying all the risks alone . 
 
   “But aren’t you aware of my circumstances?”
 
   The problem was that Kim Woo-jin’s reputation was not very good within the Phoenix Guild . “Who would go into the dungeon with me?”
 
   If Kim Woo-jin were to look for parties, most of the players would refuse . 
 
   Not everyone would refuse . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   However, not many players would gather and it would be hard to find talented players whom Kim Woo-jin would be pleased with . 
 
   “So therefore…”
 
   Jeong Woo-suk, the head of the support team, told him his alternative plan . 
 
   “Do you mind hunting with people from other guilds?”
 
   At such a suggestion, Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but ridicule within . 
 
   “He bit the bait . ”
 
    
 
   When attempting to clear a dungeon, most players would attempt to do so with players in their guild . 
 
   However, that wasn’t always the case . 
 
   Under certain circumstances, there were cases where a player would try to clear it with players from other guilds . 
 
   The problem was that most instances of it had pretty bad results . 
 
   It was because talented players with good character did not have trouble finding colleagues in a guild to clear dungeons with . 
 
   In other words, most of the players who looked for teammates from other guilds were either below average in skill, had personality issues, or repeatedly had abysmal results . 
 
   That was the case with this dungeon . 
 
   [Hobgoblin Cave Cleaning]
 Number of Dungeon Floor: 1 Floor Dungeon Difficulty: B- Rank Dungeon Capacity: 19 People Entry Condition: Must be below level 20 Clear Condition: Kill 444 hobgoblins hiding within their cave! Clear Reward: The person who kills the most hobgoblins will be given a catalogue along with an achievement . 
   Hobgoblin Cave dungeon . 
 
   After failing to clear the same dungeon twice in a row, the Phoenix Guild opened up the dungeon to players from the other guilds . 
 
   And now, 19 people were gathered . 
 
   Players who have never met each other were gathered at one spot . 
 
   Of course, self-introductions began . 
 
   “I will warn you guys beforehand, if you interfere with our hunt, I’ll just kill you so crawl around on your own . ”
 
   “Spouting bullshit . ”
 
   “What? What’s your level, you son of a bitch?”
 
   “Why? Are you going to look away like nothing happened if I’m higher level than you? Huh?” “Both of you shut up . My fucking head already hurts cause I drank too much . ”
 
   Self-introduction that couldn’t be more perfect . 
 
   “Hey! Let’s have a fight once we are in the dungeon!”
 
   “Instead, why don’t we turn on the private broadcast here and fight right now? How about it?”
 
   They even looked impatient to show off each other’s skills . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin didn’t pay much attention to this scene . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   His eyes were focused on the profiles of each player he received from the dungeon support team . Frankly, none of their profiles were great . 
 
   No special dungeons cleared, no experience clearing dungeons alone, nor experience clearing high rank dungeons . 
 
   ‘They’re a bunch of nuisances . ’
 
   Instead, they often had criminal records . 
 
   Drunk driving was a norm, speeding was an everyday occurrence, and there were even players who were suspended for attempted rape . 
 
   If not for the fact that they were players, they wouldn’t even be here; they would have been in prison . 
 
   ‘They are the types of people that guilds won’t really care about even if they died . ’
 
   Needless to say, if these players died in the middle of a dungeon, their guilds wouldn’t put much effort into investigating the reason for their deaths . 
 
   When he came to such a conclusion, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes turned to 3 players in a corner . 
 
   ‘Skull Guild . ’
 
   There were 3 players from the Skull Guild . 
 
   They also had no special record . 
 
   ‘They’ve often done this kind of dungeon . ’
 
   If the fact that they usually cleared the dungeons that were opened in this way was special, their record would be very special . 
 
   That was all . 
 
   After all, the really important information, such as the legendary items owned by a player or the fact that a player returned to the past from the future with a vast amount of experience and knowledge intact, would never be recorded . 
 
   ‘They’re player hunters . ’
 
   The number of players who died to player hunters in a cleared dungeon would never be recorded . 
 
   Still, Kim Woo-jin was certain . 
 
   ‘I’m sure their target is me . ’
 
   That those three players were after him . 
 
   There was no need to think into it too deeply . 
 
   The Skull Guild must have been overturned by the Orc Champion dungeon . 
 
   After that, they would have felt the need to investigate what happened and deal with the unknown variables . 
 
   During that time, if they had a chance to take part in a dungeon with Kim Woo-jin, who had participated in the dungeon, it was only natural for them to take the opportunity . 
 
   ‘It must have been Park Yong-wan who handed out the rice cake . ’
 
   Furthermore, he was certain Park Yong-wan was the one who had set this up . 
 
   Jeong Woo-sik, the head of the support team, must have been pressured by Park Yong-wan to put Kim Woo-jin in such a dungeon . 
 
   To lure the Skull Guild, he used Kim Woo-jin as bait to create the stage . 
 
   ‘That traitor must have gotten some evidence . ’
 
   In other words, Park Yong-wan has begun to question the Skull Guild in earnest . 
 
   That was why Kim Woo-jin was here . 
 
   “We will be entering the dungeon!”
 
   And it was also why Kim Woo-jin went into the dungeon without any hesitation . 
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   As soon as 19 players entered the dungeon, a dry, barren stage welcomed them . 
 
   As if they’ve been brought to a corner of the Grand Canyon, cliffs made of dried soil surrounded them like a stadium . 
 
   It was an awesome sight that was worth mentioning . 
 
   However, none of the 19 players who saw this scene were interested . 
 
   “Over there!”
 
   “What is it?”
 
   “Over there, there’s a cave!”
 
   What they were interested in were not the cliffs surrounding them, but rather the caves on its walls that looked like mouse holes . 
 
   There are 11 caves . 
 
   Each entrance was large enough to fit a SUV . 
 
   “Look at that . ”
 
   “There’s a mark next to the entrance of that cave . ”
 
   There was an artificial mark next to the entrance of the cave . 
 
   There was an X drawn using a sharp object . Some caves had two X marks in front them . 
 
   They were marks left by the players who visited the dungeon before them . 
 
   “X means don’t go in, right?”
 
   “I think they just checked it off indicating that they already went in . ”
 
   There was a brief discussion on those traces . 
 
   “Well, does it really matter? It doesn’t change the fact that all we need to do is kill those goblin bastards inside… am I wrong?”
 
   It was essentially a very short discussion . 
 
   “At the end of the day, all we have to do is kill some goblins . It’s not even a job when we just gotta go in the caves and kill them . ”
 
   “You’re right, the only thing annoying about hunting goblins is if they run away, but this is like catching a rat in a jar . ”
 
   “Having just one tanker at the front would be enough to end the game . ”
 
   “How stupid were the group of guys that came before us that they died before clearing this kind of dungeon?”
 
   The players came here to hunt, not to comfort the dead and clean up their bones . 
 
   “Two X’s mean that two parties were wiped out, right?”
 
   “That means there are two parties worth of items . ”
 
   Rather, they were much more interested in taking the items left behind by the dead players . 
 
   Actually, it was obvious that they came here that reason in the first place . 
 
   “We’re going in here! If you come in here without our permission, we’ll kill you without a warning . So don’t follow us!”
 
   “Here, here, here . Don’t touch these three because we’ll be clearing them . Just know that we’ll cut at least one of your wrist if you try . ”
 
   “We’ll enter this one . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The evidence was that the three parties started fighting for the caves with two X marks without any hesitation . 
 
   If they knew the characteristics of the hobgoblins and the caves, they would never have hastily chosen the caves that probably wiped out 2 parties . 
 
   “You four, you don’t have any complaints, right? Do you?”
 
   If they were smart, they would never have tried to aggressively protect those caves from their competitors as if it was their food supply . 
 
   “No, I don’t . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who gave his response, was able to confirm his notions . 
 
   ‘No one here came prepared for the hobgoblin hunt . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s eyes slowly turned to the three Skull Guild members in their skull masks . 
 
   ‘These guys didn’t come to hunt hobgoblin in the first place . ’
 
   Based on the information, Kim Woo-jin went through a new simulation in his head . 
 
   ‘The Skull Guild should know that they cannot hunt 444 hobgoblins on their own unless they are stupid… they will probably wait until the other players dwindle down the number of hobgoblins . ’
 
   As soon as he came to this conclusion, Kim Woo-jin stopped hesitating and approached a cave without an X mark . 
 
   Seug!
 
   ‘If you’re going to give me time, I’ll gladly use it . ’
 
   Then he marked the first X next to the cave and entered it without hesitation . 
 
   Thus, the Hobgoblin Cave hunt began . 
 
   Hobgoblin . 
 
   Their appearance usually didn’t differ much from the usual goblin . 
 
   The only difference between them were that a hobgoblin’s physique was smaller yet a tad bit more muscular than a goblin’s, and they also had a single horn about the length of a finger on their head . 
 
   But their personalities differed drastically in comparison to normal goblins . 
 
   Ordinary goblins were very timid . If their colleagues were to die, they would not look back and run away, using their colleagues as a sacrifice . Subsequently, they would even run away at the smell of his or her partner’s blood as well . 
 
   But hobgoblins were different . They were fearless . Rather, when just looking at their fighting spirit alone, they were not any less belligerent than orcs, and their fighting spirit rose even higher the more they were clumped . 
 
   If this was the case, how would you deal with hobgoblins in a dark cave with enough space for a car to drive through?
 
   Most people would think like this . 
 
   Let’s put the warrior armed with armor and shield in the front and fight in an orderly fashion after blocking the road . 
 
   Yang Il-soo’s thoughts were the same . 
 
   He, who had Undying Fighter as his halo, prepared for the fact that he had to hunt goblins in a cave . 
 
   He got a bigger armor and a bigger shield to make sure his body could block the passage of the cave . 
 
   In fact, Yang Il-soo, who was just covered in armor and shields, was blocking much of the cave . In other words, he couldn’t block the entire passage of the cave . 
 
   Kaya!
 
   “Uh, uh!”
 
   That was why a hobgoblin could slip through the small gap left by Yang Il-soo . 
 
   “Oh fuck, be careful!”
 
   Yang Il-soo was taken aback by the situation . 
 
   However, he wasn’t that flustered as there were two magicians, a healer, and one archer who believed in Yang Il-soo and were preparing to attack from behind . 
 
   However, the movements of hobgoblins seemed even more ominous when only the torchlight was lighting the cave . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Urrgg!”
 
   “Ru, Run!”
 
   The two magicians took a step back upon seeing the incoming hobgoblins . 
 
   ‘Ah, I can’t see . ’
 
   The archer, who had to engage in the fight, also failed to respond properly to the sudden turn of events . 
 
   Ting!
 
   He shot an arrow, but it just stuck the ground . 
 
   Kaya!
 
   “Ahhhh!”
 
   A hobgoblin was already attached to the healer when the archer held an arrow for the second time .  Kaa!
 
   A hobgoblin, who clung to the healer, let out a shriek and bit him on the shoulder with its teeth . 
 
   Of course, there was no blood since the healer was wearing his protective gear . 
 
   “Ge, get away from me! Aahhh! Save me! I said help me! Aahhh!”
 
   However, it was impossible to prevent the healer’s screams from demoralizing Yang Il-soo’s party . 
 
   ‘What’s happening behind me?’
 
   It was also impossible to prevent Yang Il-soo’s mind from being distracted by the situation he couldn’t see . 
 
   Kaya!
 
   “Be, be careful!”
 
   While Yang Il-soo was distracted by the situation behind him, the hobgoblins once again tried to storm out through the little gaps between his armor . 
 
   This time there were two . 
 
   Kayaa!
 
   A total of three hobgoblins began to wreak havoc inside the party . 
 
   It was not just Yang Il-soo’s party . 
 
   “No, it slipped through!”
 
   “Be, be careful!”
 
   “Aaahh!”
 
   The same thing was happening inside three caves . 
 
   Moreover, this was the third time for the hobgoblins there . There were three X marks next to those caves . 
 
   That was why the hobgoblins were able to move more aggressive and systematically . 
 
   Of course, there were places that weren’t like that . 
 
   The place where Kim Woo-jin was in . 
 
   Kaaa!
 
   The hunting method Kim Woo-jin selected and what the others chose were essentially identical . 
 
   He also blocked the passage to stop multiple hobgoblins from advancing . 
 
   However, he did not block the passage by wearing armor or using shields . 
 
   Kang!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Instead of himself, there were metal bars placed in front of him . 
 
   He literally placed bars . 
 
   The metal bars, which looked like they must have been taken from a prison cell, blocked the passage between Kim Woo-jin and the hobgoblins . 
 
   In addition, the metal bars were placed in a slant, supported by a pole underneath them . This prevented the iron bars from falling to the floor . 
 
   It looked like a right triangle from the side . 
 
   Tteolgeuleog!Tteolgeuleog!
 
   And behind the bars were skeleton soldiers holding long spears . 
 
   Puk!
 
   The skeleton soldiers were stabbing the hobgoblins, who were clinging to the iron bars and  shrieking, one by one . 
 
   This was Kim Woo-jin’s method of hunting . 
 
   ‘It was worth preparing . ’
 
   Preparation was not difficult either . 
 
   He could easily melt the cheap items found in the dungeon as easily as assembling a tent . Besides, in a dungeon, there were lots of materials that were harder yet lighter than steel . 
 
   The cost of it was also negligible . It cost about as much as expensive drinks and cocktails players would gulp down at a bar in Gangnam . 
 
   But the value of the metal bars was awesome . 
 
   Kayaa!
 
   Hobgoblins, who were blinded by anger from the repeated deaths of their comrades, rushed toward the metal bars without rest, but not even a single hobgoblin managed to change the situation . 
 
   They couldn’t break the metal bars and they didn’t have any weapons that were effective against the enemy beyond the metal bars . 
 
   Kang!
 
   Although throwing stones was the one thing they could do, most of them were blocked by the metal bars . 
 
   Puk!
 
   On the other hand, skeleton soldiers skillfully thrusted their spears through the gap between the bars . 
 
   Furthermore, skeleton soldiers weren’t just thrusting their spears . 
 
   They targeted areas such as the eye, where the wound would be as grievous as possible, and where they would bleed the most . 
 
   Puk!
 
   They also remembered to use their spears to stab those who were hanging over the fence . 
 
   Of course, metal bars were not perfect . 
 
   Depending on the shape of the passages in the cave, there were sometimes gaps that could be used to slip through . 
 
   Kiiiii!
 
   A hobgoblin just slipped through such a gap . 
 
   That was all . 
 
   With a clear understanding of where the gap lay, all Kim Woo-jin had to do was watch over the gap . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Kik!
 
   As soon as the hopgoblin came out of the gap, Kim Woo-jin’s arrow flew and pierced right through the hobgoblin’s forehead . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘They are falling into the trap . ’
 
   In fact, for the hobgoblins, the gap left by the metal bars was nothing but a death trap . 
 
   That hope was what made it a trap . 
 
   In the first place, blocking the passage couldn’t really be considered a trap . 
 
   Though it seemed safe, there would no going back once one’s feet were in a real trap . 
 
   Like that, Kim Woo-jin and his skeleton soldiers hunted the hobgoblins one after another . 
 
   Soon came a silence, not even a hobgoblin’s scream or breath could be heard . 
 
   [You Have Leveled Up . ]
 
    
 
   Then there was a notification inside Kim Woo-jin’s ears . 
 
   It was a reminder that the hunt was over . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes wasn’t that of a dog who finished hunting . 
 
   They were the eyes of a hunting dog that found its prey . 
 
    
 
   Skull mask . 
 
   “Remember . ”
 
   A beautiful voice came through the eerie mask . 
 
   “We’re trying to get him to throw up as much information as possible . So you can’t kill him no matter what happens . There would have been no point in coming to this ditch if we accidentally kill him . ”
 
   But the words she spoke were far from beautiful . 
 
   “If you think it’s risky, save his life even if you have to use a potion . Since we’ll probably have to torture him for at least two days before he begins to talk . ”
 
   Park Yi-yeon, a member of the Skull Guild, continued to make horrifying remarks . 
 
   The other two men beside her did not seem to care . 
 
   They did not question the gruesome order of getting information by torture . 
 
   It was the same as not questioning a fisherman for wanting to catching a fish . 
 
   Since this was her job before becoming a player . 
 
   As a former member of a secret self-defense force, she was already proficient in drawing information from people thanks to the experience of countless operations even before becoming a player . 
 
   “Let’s go in . ”
 
   It was not a matter going into the cave and dealing with the player who is fighting with the monsters . 
 
   “From now on, all conversations will be in sign language . Keep your senses sharp and be as silent as possible when you move . ”
 
   “Just keep one thing in mind . ”
 
   “Do not forget the teachings of the God Archer . ”
 
   God Archer Hijiro Noda, the owner of the legendary grade item, Achilles’ Bow . 
 
   Not forgetting the teachings of the hunter, whose name was better known as one of the heroes of the Messiah Guild rather than by his title . 
 
   ‘We’re going in now . ’
 
   When Park Yi-yeon, who bore such teachings sent out a signal, the remaining two responded with signs of their own . 
 
   In such a manner, three people went into the cave . 
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   Their movements were as stealthy as lions stalking their prey . 
 
   Seug!
 
   They did not even touch the corpses of hobgoblins that were scattered along puddles of blood . 
 
   What made this possible was a skill called “Night Vision . ” It was a skill only available to those with the Silent Hunter as their halo . 
 
   This skill, which had similar effects as night goggles, granted vision to Park Yi-yeon and her men in the dark . 
 
   It didn’t mean that it was as easy to see as during the day . 
 
   Their vision was tinted in green and their perception wasn’t as sharp as usual . 
 
   It was similar to the difference between someone with glasses walking without their glasses . 
 
   ‘Stop!’
 
   That was why Park Yi-yeon stopped her men in front of a hobgoblin’s corpse . 
 
   Park Yi-yeon lowered her posture near the hobgoblin’s corpse and began her inspection . 
 
   After looking around briefly, she saw a few spears that were rising up like bamboo shoots . 
 
   It was a trap . 
 
   A trap meant for someone who decided not to avoid the hobgoblin corpses . 
 
   Park Yi-yeon was not surprised to see this . 
 
   ‘He’s rather careful . ’
 
   She smiled instead . 
 
   ‘This guy has something to hide . ’
 
   They already knew that Kim Woo-jin was not an ordinary person . 
 
   The evidence was that Park Yi-yeon and her men were sent here . 
 
   They weren’t ordinary player hunters . 
 
   They were the type of professionals who cleaned up after the mistakes of player hunters associated with the Skull Guild . 
 
   Of course, their level of skill was incomparable to mediocre player hunters . 
 
   “I will definitely obtain the information from him . ”
 
   The was a large skill gap between them and normal hunters, and an even greater gap in their resolution .  
 
   After finding the traps hiding between the hobgoblin corpses, she sent a signal to the men behind her . 
 
   ‘There’s a trap, so be more careful . ’
 
   ‘Yes . ’
 
   The men replied with signals of their own . 
 
   Then they proceeded even more stealthily . 
 
   They moved, searching for small traps hidden between the clumps of hobgoblin corpses, one at a time . 
 
   It was a boring and tedious task, but no one complained . 
 
   Eventually, they found what they were looking for . 
 
   A torchlight appeared in the dim green world . 
 
   ‘Stop!’
 
   Park Yi-yeon stopped her men . At the same time, everyone carefully reached for their arrows . 
 
   Then they grabbed and held their arrows . 
 
   All their actions were carried out slowly . 
 
   The movement of knocking their arrows on their bowstrings and pulling their bows were carried out as if it were a slow motion video . 
 
   In this aspect, that was an advantage of using a bow . 
 
   There was no point in swinging a sword slowly . But on the other hand, however slow a bow is drawn, had no difference in power once the bowstring is released . 
 
   Silent Hunter . That was why he imposed the use of bows to people who believe and follow him . ‘He’s moving . ’
 
   Then the light moved further away . 
 
   This change did not cause Park Yi-yeon and her men to be flustered . 
 
   There was no need to share a signal . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   They slowly moved with their bows pulled; gradually narrowing the distance from the light . Compared to what they’ve endured so far, being a little bit more patient wasn’t too difficult . 
 
   Even at this moment, Park Yi-yeon was not easily distracted . 
 
   ‘Get in battle formation . ’
 
   One by one, she placed her men ahead of her . 
 
   It was a measure to keep everyone out of trouble even if something were to happen . 
 
   Three people slowly moved in such a way . 
 
   Puuhoo!
 
   Then, the men in front of Park Yi-yeon started to lose their footing followed by the sound of wind escaping . 
 
   “Uh, uh?”
 
   Two of her men, who had been holding back their breath up to this point, were frightened out of their wits and could not help but yell . 
 
   “Aah!”
 
   “Ugh!”
 
   Their sounds instantly turned into a scream . 
 
   It was the sound signifying that their bodies were pierced by spears that rose from five meters below the ground like a bamboo tree . 
 
   “Wha, what the hell?”
 
   Park Yi-yeon’s eyes opened remarkably wide open in surprise . 
 
   Because she never imagined something like that could happened to her and her subordinates . 
 
   Wouldn’t it be less surprising to see a trap from an Indiana Jones movie?
 
   ‘Ha… how?’
 
   However, Park Yi-yeon did not have the opportunity to ask such questions . 
 
   Puk!
 
   ‘Ugh!’
 
   An arrow pierced Park Yi-yeon’s shoulder . 
 
   In the year 2020, when the world turned into a game, the common sense used to make sense of the world crumbled . 
 
   The laws of society, which kept the world functioning, also collapsed around that time . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew that better than anyone else . 
 
   While it was unusual for someone to dig 5 meters under the ground to build a trap, that was not so for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   There was no reason for him not to do it . 
 
   All it needed was time . 
 
   Park Yi-yeon and her men gave Kim Woo-jin all the time he need . 
 
   Of course, besides that, Kim Woo-jin had a lot of bait scattered around . 
 
   Using multiple small traps, Kim Woo-jin slowed Park Yi-yeon and her men’s movements, gradually chipping away at their concentration and stamina, and gave them a false impression of their situation . 
 
   It made them believe that they were flawlessly moving through the traps he placed . He made them think they were hunting perfectly . 
 
   In the end, the hunters were caught in a trap . 
 
   All that was left to do was to hunt down his prey!
 
   Kim Woo-jin drew his bow at the prey who didn’t fall into his trap . 
 
   Ting!
 
   The arrow left Kim Woo-jin’s bow precisely and rammed deep inside Park Yi-yeon’s left shoulder . 
 
   He didn’t think that he would miss . 
 
   Although Kim Woo-jin did not have the ability to see in the darkness like Night Vision, he had his ears . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin learned how to determine the location of the target by sound from the second best archer he knew, and he sharpened his skill through countless life-and-death hunts . 
 
   Naturally, it could only be used once . 
 
   Unless his enemies were fools, they would move as soon as they were hit by an arrow, making it almost impossible to track down the target relying on sound alone . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin stuck a very expensive spider web at the end of the arrow . 
 
   The same spider web he used to catch the transforming slime in the past!
 
   Kkwaag!
 
   Kim Woo-jin immediately pulled the spider web . 
 
   Ting!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The spider web grew taut, and Park Yi-yeon’s body was pulled toward Kim Woo-jin . ‘Kuk!’
 
   The unexpected situation made Park Yi-yeon disconcerted . 
 
   Moreover, there was a hole in front of her that already devoured two of her men . 
 
   There was only one thing in her mind at this moment . 
 
   ‘There’s no way out . ’
 
   There is no way to live!
 
   I would rather die together!
 
   The determined woman ran forward and jumped over the hole where her men had died . Instead of being dragged around by Kim Woo-jin’s thread, she ran toward him . 
 
   ‘I will kill him . ’
 
   All of a sudden, there was a kukri knife in her hand . 
 
   It was impossible to shoot her bow properly while her shoulder was injured . It was also meaningless to fire an arrow at close range . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who predicted her actions through the slackened thread, let go of the thread . 
 
   ‘I don’t see any arrows . Did he switch to a knife? She must have studied under a true expert . ’
 
   Throwing away one’s life and switching to a knife instead of engaging in a tug-of-war was something one could not do without proper training and education . 
 
   ‘Although I prepared for that as well . ’
 
   In other words, it was within his predictions . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Park’ Yi-yeon’s feet suddenly stuck to the ground . 
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   He prepared for situations where the other side decided to jump over the trap . 
 
   Park Yi-yeon’s ankles were caught in one of the holes that Kim Woo-jin had dug up with such a scenario in mind . 
 
   At the same time, the trap accurately conveyed Park Yi-yeon’s position to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin narrowed the distance between himself and Park Yi-yeon in an instant . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Soon, Kim Woo-jin’s scimitar pierced deeply into Park Yi-yeon’s chest . 
 
   Then, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes turned black . 
 
   [Eyes of Anubis is Opened]
 
    
 The only moment your eyes meet is when your prey is at the mercy of your bow . 
   There was a man in Park Yi-yeon’s memory .  
 
   With appearance of someone in his late 30s, he was a man with a slender figure and a handsome, bearded face . 
 Only chase after the prey . Never go anywhere else . 
   In front of the man, ten men wearing Japanese Self-Defense Force uniforms stood upright like mannequins and listened to the man .  
 Don’t attach meaning to your prey . Especially if the prey is a human . Don’t attach meaning to their life . The most important thing in hunting… 
   The man taught Park Yi-yeon like so . 
 
   ‘Is not being hunted yourself . ’
 
   And he was also the one who taught Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘Noda . ’
 
   God Archer Hijiro Noda . 
 
   He was a man who had all the qualification to be called Kim Woo-jin’s master . 
 
   It was the reason why Kim Woo-jin willingly showed his back to him . 
 
   He believed in his teacher’s determination to end the game with him in order to save the world, believed in his beliefs, and believed in his skills . 
 
   ‘So you were with him all along . ’
 
   But now, Kim Woo-jin finally realized that it was all a lie . 
 
   ‘Since he joined the Messiah Guild a year after it was founded… I guess it’s not too unexpected . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin actually had some inkling of how it happened . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Hijiro Noda awakened as a player in 2020 and soon became the best player in Japan, charging ahead with his legendary item, Achilles’ Bow . He always ranked in the top 5 in terms of levels in Japan . 
 
   When he joined the Messiah Guild in 2021, the world applauded his choice, but some also questioned it . 
 
   Why did he wait to join the Messiah Guild until 2021?
 
   If he really agreed with the values of the Messiah Guild, why didn’t he join when he became a player? Why did he join after waiting for a whole year?
 
   ‘It wasn’t surprising . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was also suspicious of him for that reason . 
 
   ‘But I can’t help but feel dirty . ’
 
   The moment he saw it with my own eyes, he couldn’t prevent his emotions from escaping . Furthermore, Hijiro Noda and Park Shin-hye were different . 
 
   Frankly speaking, he didn’t have much of a connection with her . He hardly ever fought with her while putting his life on the line . 
 
   However, he had cleared countless dungeons with the God Archer . 
 
   In the Messiah Guild, the combination of the Hunting Dog and the God Archer was considered the strongest combination . 
 
   He received a lot of help . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was especially impressed with his determination when he decided to fight on the side of the Messiah Guild, even when Japan expressed their ambition toward the Korean Peninsula . 
 
   When Kim Woo-jin saw that, he could assure himself that the God Archer would be willing to lay down his life with him . 
 
   ‘Damn it . ’
 
   But that was only Kim Woo-jin’s delusion . To the God Archer, Kim Woo-jin was just a hunting dog that he would dine on after all the hunting was finally over . 
 
   What did he think of when he saw a hunting dog that he could eat at anytime risking its life to hunt for him?
 
   Just imagining it made Kim Woo-jin want to go shoot him with a gun right away . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin restrained himself . 
 
   ‘The most important thing in hunt is not to be hunted . ’
 
   For he directly learned how stupid it was to have attachments to his prey by being angry . Charging into his prey without a plan was something he learned not to do, from the one who was currently making him feel abjectly sick . 
 
   Because of this, Kim Woo-jin’s personal feelings cooled down . 
 
   He quenched the anger inside his heart . 
 
   Instead of getting angry, he thought about what he just learned . 
 
   ‘At least I gained some information . ’
 
   The value of the information he earned this time outweighed his anger . 
 
   The God Archer himself confirmed that there was a link between the Skull Guild and the Yamato Federation . 
 
   Park Yi-yeon was quite the big catch . 
 
   A big enough fish to make not only the Skull Guild move but also the Yamato Federation as well!
 
   ‘If she had this kind of career, they wouldn’t be able to just cover it up . ’
 
   There was no chance that the Skull Guild or the Yamato Federation would remain silent when such a giant fish lost her life . 
 
   ‘Park Yong-wan will also be interested in this big fish as well . ’
 
   And Park Yong-wan, who secured such evidence, would not stay still either . 
 
   Likewise, Kim Woo-jin didn’t plan on remaining quiet . 
 
   ‘Then I’ll just have to set them up on a blind date . ’
 
    
 
   The happiest moment for a member of the dungeon support staff was when players came out of the dungeon gates they were assigned to . 
 
   The support staff members were given time off  as well as bonuses for their performance when players came out after clearing the dungeon . 
 
   That’s why Park Hyun-moo, a dungeon support team employee, was not feeling too happy . ‘Damn it, there’s no sign of clearing the dungeon today either . ’
 
   It was 4 days after players entered the dungeon . 
 
   Staring at the still atmosphere around the dungeon gate, Park Hyun-moo felt a sense of déjà vu . 
 
   The same feeling as when the previous players failed to clear the dungeon . 
 
   ‘I knew this would happen . ’
 
   To be honest, he wasn’t expecting much . 
 
   ‘I was stupid to expect a group of rejects from multiple guilds to succeed when people from the same guild with decent character already failed to clear it . ’
 
   It would be strange to have high expectations when the ones trying to clear the dungeon, which people failed twice already, were a group of nuisances from their respective guilds . 
 
   ‘Fucking degenerates, don’t attempt it in the first place . ’
 
   He was even annoyed they even attempted it . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Who would try to clear a dungeon that players failed to clear 3 times?’
 
   It was too obvious how a dungeon, which players failed three times, would be treated . 
 
   “Kahak!”
 
   Park Hyun-moo looked at the dungeon, then gathered his phlegm as if he were about to spit it out . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   A man came out of the dungeon gate . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   Park Hyun-moo swallowed the phlegm without even realizing it and ran toward the player who came out of the dungeon gate . 
 
   “Oh, congratulations on clearing the dungeon . ”
 
   First of all, he congratulated him . 
 
   The player told him . 
 
   “… Please inform the guild . ”
 
   “Huh? What do you… Uhh!”
 
   Only then, Park Hyun-moo could see that the player’s thighs, shoulders, and belly were pierced with arrows . 
 
   “Trea, you have to receive treatment… . ”
 
   Surprised, Park Hyun-moo demanded the player to get treated . 
 
   The player told him . 
 
   “Please send my words to the guild rather than worrying about the treatment . That the Skull Guild hunted the players . ”
 
    
 
   “Kim Woo-jin came out alone?”
 
   The secretary nodded and answered ‘yes’ to Park Yong-wan’s question . 
 
   “And he said that the Skull Guild attacked him?”
 
   The secretary responded the same way this time as well . 
 
   “So what’s the reaction of the Skull Guild?”
 
   “We haven’t informed the Skull Guild yet . The Guild Master will convene an emergency meeting soon . However, no matter what the Phoenix Guild does, there’s no possibility that the Skull Guild will confirm this . ”
 
   “After the fake excuses?”
 
   “They’ll be very cautious . Since there’s no reason to act when everyone’s attention is focused on them . ” Park Yong-wan thought with his eyes closed after hearing her opinion . 
 
   “How many people know of this?
 
   “The head of the support team Jeong Woo-suk who received the report from the dungeon support team staff, as well as the Guild Master, and Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan said while opening one of his eyes . 
 
   “Can you cover it up?”
 
   The secretary nodded at Park Yong-wan’s reply . 
 
   “Though it can’t be covered up forever, it could be done for about three or four months . But what’s the point of covering it up?”
 
   “If you keep it covered, the Skull Guild kids will send out even bigger fish to kill Kim Woo-jin . And the bigger the fish that moves, the bigger the trails they leave behind . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan, who was saying that, closed his eye again . 
 
   “How many skills do I have on my storage list of skills that are dedicated to Emissary of the Underworld?”
 
   The secretary immediately searched using the iPad in her hand . 
 
   “There are 54 of them . ”
 
   “How many of them are of the unique rank?”
 
   “Three . ”
 
   “What are the skill names?”
 
   “They are fire golem, skeleton wizard, and blood sucking . ”
 
   “What are the skill level requirements?”
 
   “Higher than level 60 for fire golem, higher than level 80 for skeleton wizard, and higher than level 20 for blood sucking . ”
 
   “Then blood sucking would be good . Wrap it nicely and get it ready . ”
 
   “Wrap it?”
 
   Park Yong-wan told the surprised secretary with a wry smile . 
 
   “It’s a hospital gift . Wouldn’t it look nicer to wrap it up than just handing it to him?”
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   One of the best privileges given to players was the medical benefits they received . 
 
   In an era where players were the backbone of a nation’s strength, all governments provided their players with the best medical care they could, and this was also the case in Korea . 
 
   Players with Korean nationality could receive all medical services in Korea at no cost . 
 
   The benefits covered the charges for the use of private rooms, which would normally only be used by VIPs . Everything in a hospital were free for players, as it was covered by federal taxes . 
 
   It was quite generous . 
 
   ‘I’m glad the treatment is free . ’
 
   If Kim Woo-jin had to pay for his own medical bills, he would have hesitated and contemplated other plans that did not include injuring himself . The benefits were so good that Kim Woo-jin would rethink his plan if these benefits did not exist . 
 
   It was just as implied . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s injuries were self-inflicted . 
 
   As soon as the dungeon was cleared, the moment he killed 444 hobgoblins, he stabbed and cut himself with arrows and knives . 
 
   Sharks in the distance would rush towards him only when the smell of blood is dispersed, that’s why he hurt himself . 
 
   Ttog-ttog!
 
   “It’s Park Yong-wan . May I come in?”
 
   And now, a shark appeared after smelling blood . 
 
   “Yes, come in . ”
 
   Kkiig!
 
   Park Yong-wan, who appeared after he opened the door, smiled bitterly as he checked the warning sign, “Caution when approaching (blood poisoning)” posted on the bed where Kim Woo-jin was lying down . 
 
   “The operation must have been difficult because of blood poisoning . ”
 
   “Yes . If my wounds were any deeper, I really would have died . ”
 
   It wasn’t even half the story . 
 
   If Kim Woo-jin’s wounds were deeper, his life would have been in danger due to the immense blood loss . 
 
   The treatment itself was not the problem since Kim Woo-jin’s blood was not a corrosive poison . The problem was that blood transfusions were impossible . 
 
   ‘That’s why I adjusted it properly but…’
 
   Kim Woo-jin, of course, adjusted even the degree of his injuries . 
 
   For someone who had dealt with countless lives before, it wasn’t hard to do .  
 
   ‘It was really dangerous . ’
 
   Park Yong-wan, who didn’t know the truth, did not doubt the cause of Kim Woo-jin’s injuries and began to act out his skit . 
 
   “I have heard some rumours regarding the Skull Guild . ”
 
   Skull Guild, the moment those words came out, Kim Woo-jin’s face grew cold . 
 
   Kkiig!
 
   Park Yong-wan, who brought a chair and sat near Kim Woo-jin, also had a stiff expression on his face . 
 
   “You were right . They were hunting players . They must have hunted players in the A+ rank dungeon as well . That’s probably why so many people died . But in the dungeon, some kind of problem occurred with the Skull Guild, and in order to investigate it…”
 
   “So they targeted me, who looked easy to deal with . If I were caught, I probably would’ve been tortured until I spilled something . ”
 
   Listening to the icy, cold voice coming out of Kim Woo-jin’s mouth, Park Woo-jin thought to himself while nodding lightly . 
 
   “This is going to be easier than I thought . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan was planning to persuade Kim Woo-jin today . 
 
   He intended to make attacking the Skull Guild more attractive by using this fact a bait . 
 
   Rather than disclosing the truth and making the Skull Guild cower back, he intended to turn Kim Woo-jin into an excellent bait for the Skull Guild to bite on . 
 
   He also came prepared in case Kim Woo-jin wanted to blow this incident out of proportion . He planned to threaten him if such a scenario were to arise . 
 
   But looking at Kim Woo-jin’s current reaction, it looked like he did not have to use such a messy scenario . 
 
   “Well, since he’s a smart guy, he probably knows that there’s nothing he can do about the Skull Guild . ”
 
   In fact, if looking at it logically, there was nothing Kim Woo-jin could do against the Skull Guild . First of all, there was no way to prove that the injuries Kim Woo-jin suffered were caused by members of the Skull Guild . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Furthermore, the course of such a lawsuit would last more than a year . There was no guarantee that Kim Woo-jin would even be alive when the ruling came out . 
 
   Meaning… whatever Kim Woo-jin did was meaningless . 
 
   “Damn it . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin expressed his frustration in front of Park Yong-wan . 
 
   Park Yong-wan’s eyes gleamed with light . 
 
   “You must be frustrated . ”
 
   “Well, there are people who want to kill me . How could I not be angry?”
 
   “Yes, you’re right . If I were you, I wouldn’t be able to sit still . In fact, I’ve never spared anyone who has messed with me like that . ”
 
   After revealing his thoughts, Park Yong-wan nodded and asked a question . 
 
   “So do you want to give them a punch?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked at Park Yong-wan and asked . 
 
   “Is there a way?”
 
   “I wouldn’t have come here if there wasn’t one . It’s simple . First of all, cover it up . ”
 
   When asked to cover up this situation, Kim Woo-jin spoke with a suspicious expression . 
 
   “But if we cover it up…”
 
   “Then the Skull Guild will come to take care of you . And there will be a trap set up waiting for them . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s face stiffened at the word “trap . ”
 
   “You want me to be used as bait . ”
 
   “I won’t say no . But in this world, you have to pay a price in order to get what you want . Don’t you think?”
 
   When Park Yong-wan answered, Kim Woo-jin let out a long sigh . And he began to think . 
 
   Park Yong-wan was willing to wait, and Kim Woo-jin, who soon finished contemplating, asked Park Yong-wan . 
 
   “Why are you willing to go this far, Mr . Park Yong-wan? When I’m the one who got injured…”
 
   The question was answered and Park Yong-wan was prepared with a response . 
 
   “There’s a line in the world that should not be crossed, and the world needs someone to protect such a line . ”
 
   Along with his statement, Park Yong-wan handed over the luxurious envelope in his hand to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “It’s a hospital visit gift . You can think about it a little longer . I’ll help you out when you come to a decision . ”
 
   Leaving such words behind, Park Yong-wan left the hospital . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was now left alone, recalled Park Yong-wan’s departing words . 
 
   ‘There’s a line that shouldn’t be crossed, and someone must keep it?’
 
   As soon as he thought of those words, the sides of his mouth formed a smirk . 
 
   ‘That’s funny . ’
 
   It wasn’t the words befitting someone who sold out his country for his own benefit when the country was facing its most dire crisis . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin was not angry . 
 
   The Park Yong-wan he knew was that kind of person . No matter what he said, there was no need to take it seriously . 
 
   It was his gift that really mattered . 
 
   ‘What’s this?’
 
   When Kim Woo-jin removed the wrapping paper . A sheet of paper emitting a ray of golden light could be seen . 
 
   [Blood Sucking (吸血)]
 Acquisition Requirement: Emissary of the Underworld Acquisition Level: Must be higher than level 20 Skill Effect: Heals by absorbing the target’s blood . The higher the skill level, the greater the amount of blood and health that will be absorbed from the target . 
   Blood Sucking Skill . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s eyes cooled the moment he saw it . 
 
   ‘To think it would be this . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin expected that Park Yong-wan would give him a gift in order to use him more effectively . 
 
   But if the bait was unappetizing, it could not be used to fish . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   But he didn’t expect it to be a “Blood Sucking” skill page . 
 
   ‘With this coming into my hands… I have no choice but to change the plan . 
 
   Of course, at this moment, Kim Woo-jin was forced to revise his plan once again . 
 
   ‘Securing the Albino Lizard’s egg right away . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin immediately prepared to hunt the Albino Lizard’s egg . 
 
    
 
   On his 4th day of hospitalization, another gift was delivered to Kim Woo-jin, who was still hospitalized . 
 
   It was none other than a box of bacchus (drink) . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin felt a hunch when he saw a gift that belonged to a very cheap category . 
 
   ‘It’s here . ”
 
   This gift must have been sent by Oh Se-chan . 
 
   As expected, it was something sent by Oh Se-chan . 
 
   ‘Transmission radio?’
 
   There was a bottle of bacchus and a transmitter in the box . 
 
   Kim immediately turned on the radio . 
 
   “This is Kim Woo-jin . ”
 I’m Oh Se-chan . Let me express my deepest sympathy for your injuries . 
   Kim Woo-jin, who heard such words, scoffed while taking out the only bottle of bacchus in the box . 
 
   “Is this all you’ve sent me when I’ve been hospitalized?”
 Sorry . I’m not used to sending that kind of stuff . What did you expect? When you hear that a player went to the hospital, they usually end up in a morgue, not a hospital room . 
   “But still a single bottle of bacchus is a little bit…”
 Now, shall we talk about the deal? I’m afraid we won’t be able to talk long because we don’t have a lot of battery life to work with . Oh, don’t throw away the radio . We can use it again . 
   “All right . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t bother to push him anymore . 
 So, you want to buy the 2 floor A- rank dungeon? 
   “Yes . I will buy it for 5 billion won . ”
 What’s your level? 
   It was a sudden question, but Kim Woo-jin immediately realized his intentions and responded accordingly . 
 
   “Didn’t you already test my skills back then?”
 I did but that was the test for 1 floor dungeons . But now you’re asking for a 2 floor dungeon . It’s like asking to drive a bus with a motorcycle license . Huh? You know how ridiculous this is, don’t you? 
   “Whether I’m dead or not, that’s not the broker’s business . Isn’t that why you get 5 billion won in advance and a separate fee afterwards?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s voice was fierce . 
 
   However, a light smile hung on Kim Woo-jin’s mouth . 
 
   The smile was proof he had a good impression towards Oh Se-chan . 
 
   It was only natural . 
 
   A broker who’s concerned about a player’s well being . 
 
   Most brokers did not care whether the player could clear the dungeon . 
 
   Since brokers made enough money just by introducing the dungeons to the players, it did not matter to them whether they lived or died . 
 
   Although the dungeon’s difficulty increased each time players failed to clear them, there was no way for the players to know if the broker was resolved to hide those facts . 
 
   On the contrary, some dungeons became more expensive due to that . 
 
   Dungeons where players have failed multiple times were dangerous, but it also meant that there were more inheritances left behind by the players . 
 
   Moreover, Oh Se-chan was able to receive 5 billion won just by accepting Kim Woo-jin’s request whether he lived or died . 
 
   There was no reason for him to stop Kim Woo-jin in this way . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 Yep, it doesn’t matter much to me whether you die or not, but you can’t just watch people die, right? There’s a line in the world that shouldn’t be crossed, and the world needs someone to protect such a line . 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin snickered . 
 
   It was because he remembered the incident that happened few days ago . 
 
   “So are you going to sell the dungeon to me or not? Please tell me clearly . ”
 
   In spite of his laughter, intimidating words came out of his mouth . 
 
   Then, Oh Se-chan said in a firm tone . 
 Are you really confident? 
   “I don’t have a hobby of trying to get myself killed . If I had such a hobby, I would be in a morgue, not a hospital room . ”
 All right, then I’ll sell it . 
   “Thank you . ”
 I’ll add a suggestion instead . 
   “A suggestion?”
 Do you want to buy any items? 
   The sudden remark that came out of nowhere made Kim Woo-jin frown . Rather than feeling unpleasant, it was an expression of doubt regarding the unexpected proposal . 
 
   As if not caring what Kim Woo-jin’s reaction would be, Oh Se-chan continued . 
 There are amazing set items in my hands for hunting lizardmen . The so-called Lizardmen Killer Set! With this set of items, you would be able to trample on lizardmen like how Super Mario would trample on a Koopa! If you buy it as a set, I’ll give you a discount . It’s not easy to find such an opportunity . ” 
   Oh Se-chan, who suddenly became a subway street vendor, advertised his products . Hearing his promotion, Kim Woo-jin seriously considered it . 
 
   ‘It won’t be bad to have it . ’
 
   Currently, Kim Woo-jin had no items that were intended for hunting Lizardmen in his hands . 
 
   So Kim Woo-jin was planning on buying items exclusively for hunting Lizardmen . 
 
   In such a situation, Oh Se-chan’s proposal was very attractive . 
 
   “But he was prepared to this level?”
 
   At the same time, Kim Woo-jin was surprised by Oh Se-chan’s preparations . 
 
   Business was business in Oh Se-chan’s eyes, but there was no other broker who did their business this way . 
 
   The first reason was that most brokers only looked at immediate profit, and the second reason was that not many brokers possessed many items to match their dungeons . 
 
   In fact, item brokers were busy trying to dispose of and circulate items as fast as possible . 
 
   It was because the price of the items could change at any minute if the value of the item was already high . In this business, it was common sense to sell the items the moment you came into possession of them . 
 
   In such a situation, keeping a set of items according to your dungeons?
 
   ‘Is he saying he has a proper system for clearing dungeons?’
 
   This means that he had an effective system for clearing dungeons . 
 
   It wouldn’t be strange for a guild to have a system like this . 
 
   But Oh Se-chan was not a guild . 
 
   ‘He’s not an ordinary person . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin once again re-evaluated Oh Se-chan’s existence . 
 
   He answered . 
 
   “There’s no reason for me to refuse . ”
 It’s a splendid choice . I will personally present it to you at a very specially discounted price . I’ll give you lots of mileage as well . ” 
   “But I have a favor to ask of you . ”
 Anything for my outstanding customer . Feel free to ask . 
   “Can I borrow some money?”
 
   There was a sudden silence at Kim Woo-jin’s request . 
 Huh? What? 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   After a short period of silence, Oh Se-chan asked again, and Kim Woo-jin calmly asked a similar question once more . 
 
   “I don’t have enough money right now so I was wondering if I could get a loan…”
 Chi-jig, chi-jig! I, I can’t hear you very well . Chi-jig, chi-jig… this fucking tra, trash radio . This fuk, fucking dog, dog-like bastard… chi-jig, chi-jig … . 
   Kim Woo-jin burst out laughing at the reaction . 
 
   “If not, is it possible to trade for them with items?”
 Ah, I can hear you again . Sure! It’s our job to deal with stolen goods after all . 
   “I’m not talking about selling but trading . If I sell them as stolen goods, I’ll have to pay a commission . And when I buy new items from you, won’t you have me pay the commission again?”
 You’re good at calculating . You would do well as an accountant . All right, let’s exchange the list of items first . Oh, just put the radio in a box and put it in the trash . Then we’ll take care of it . Enjoy your bacchus . I won’t charge you any extra fees . 
   That’s how the deal ended . 
 
   “Extra fee? Hew intended to charge me for this?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked at the bottle of bacchus and genuinely smiled . 
 
   At that moment, Oh Se-chan told Kim Woo-jin . 
 Watch out for the Skull Guild, I just hope this advice becomes nothing but nonsense . 
   The moment Oh Se-chan finished speaking, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes began to shine fiercely . 
 
    
 
   “Watch out for the Skull Guild, I just hope this advice becomes nothing but nonsense . ”
 
   After turning off the radio and ending the conversation, Oh Se-chan bitterly smiled . 
 
   He was feeling regretful at this moment . 
 
   ‘Why did you say that?’
 
   That he might have said something unnecessary to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘When all he wants is a broker . ’
 
   However, Oh Se-chan could not help but warn him . 
 
   ‘But I can’t lose a real player that I’ve found after searching for so long because of them . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan believed that Kim Woo-jin was a player who cleared dungeons in order to end the game . ‘And it’s only the second time I found a psycho this skilled . ’
 
   The evidence was that he was trying to clear a difficult dungeon that might be beyond his level of strength . 
 
   If he was a player that only cared about himself, would he try to clear a dungeon like that?
 
   So I advised him to be careful even at the risk of hurting our relationship . 
 
   Oh Se-chan knew . 
 
   ‘The moment he killed the cleaner of the Skull Guild, the Yamato Federation as well as the Skull Guild marked Kim Woo-jin as a key figure . And as long as Park Yong-wan tries to use Kim Woo-jin as bait, Kim Woo-jin won’t be able to stay safe . ’
 
   As for what kind of guild the Skull Guild was, who was behind them, and who was trying to use Kim Woo-jin…
 
   ‘Though, based on my intuition, I think it’s all planned by him…’
 
   He also speculated that all of this was a plan being carried out by Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   In fact, that was why Oh Se-chan could not reach out to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘Damn, I’d meet him in person if I could be certain he had no contacts with the Messiah Guild…’
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s actions had a cause, but there weren’t enough benefits to outweigh the risk . 
 
   That prevented Oh Se-chan from reaching out to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘He’s not associated with the Messiah Guild is he? Damn it, I can’t trust anyone . ’
 
   Facing the reality, Oh Se-chan let out a long sigh . 
 
   Woo-woong!
 
   At that moment, Oh Se-chan’s phone began to vibrate . 
 
   Oh Se-chan checked the number and answered right away . 
 
   ‘Uh, yeah . What happened? You got the Reaper’s Mask?”
 
   Oh Se-chan clenched his fist after hearing the answer that came shortly afterwards . 
 
   ‘Yes . The only way to end this damn game is by being overgeared!’
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   Version:1 . 0 StartHTML:000000174 EndHTML:000078262 StartFragment:000000431 EndFragment:000078230 StartSelection:000000431 EndSelection:000078230 SourceURL:about:blank [Lizard Warrior’s Kukri]
 Item Rank: Unique Physical Attack: 79 Must be level 10 or higher to use . Constitution must be higher than 100 in order to use . Item Description: A kukri that was used by a lizard warrior . It contains a powerful strength . When equipped, Constitution +5 . When attacking, basic damage increases by 10 percent . When attacking lizardman type monsters, damage increases by 20 percent 
   ‘Lizard Warrior’s Kukri and the Black Hyena leather armor set… it’s a pretty good combination . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin checked the options of Lizard Warrior’s Kukri, an item he bought from Oh Se-chan, then immediately put the blade into his inventory . 
 
   To ordinary people, it appeared as if the item disappeared in mid-air . 
 
   The action was seen by Oh Se-chan’s subordinate, Jin Soo-young, who nodded . 
 
   “If you’ve confirmed the items, please write on this receipt confirming that you’ve received it and sign it . ” Kim Woo-jin smiled as he saw Oh Se-chan’s subordinate hand him a confirmation receipt . 
 
   ‘Does this mean anything?’
 
   It was essentially illegal for players to trade items without going through the guild . It was a violation of the contracts that players had with their guild . 
 
   Therefore, brokers and players usually tried to hide traces of the transactions as much as possible . 
 
   But, he had to write a receipt?
 
   “Is something like this effective?”
 
   Writing a receipt that obviously has no use?
 
   Oh Se-chan’s subordinate laughed while answering his question . 
 
   “The boss wants me to get it . I have to get it if he tells me to, what else can I do?”
 
   This answer, which was mixed with a hint of a smile, showed that this was not the first time she was asked such a question . 
 
   ‘He gets a signature for every trade?’
 
   Upon noticing this detail, Kim Woo-jin looked at the receipt agreement in front of him . 
 
   Like a bank document, the confirmation receipt told him to sign next to a faint statement . 
 
   ‘Is he trying to get the player’s handwriting?’
 
   If the contract did not have a use, it was likely that he was after the player’s handwriting from this document . 
 
   That may be useful in some ways . But frankly, Kim Woo-jin wondered just how useful it could be . Perhaps it was just that Oh Se-chan’s personality was bit unusual . Perhaps everyone who have made several deals with him thought so as well . 
 
   Normally, Kim Woo-jin would think so, too . 
 
   ‘Who exactly are you?’
 
   However, he, who realized that Oh Se-chan was not a normal person, knew that he could not simple approach this from his own perspective . Kim Woo-jin felt that Oh Se-chan was able to see something in a perspective of the world he could not see . 
 
   ‘I have to be careful . ’
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin intentionally changed his handwriting and his signature . 
 
   The contemplation of this act stopped there . 
 
   It was because there were more important deals left to do . 
 
   “Here’s the balance . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin handed over a shopping bag to Oh Se-chan’s subordinate . 
 
   The bag was full of 50,000 won bills . 
 
   It was the cost for getting access to the A- rank dungeon . 
 
   It wouldn’t be an exaggeration to say that it was all of Kim Woo-jin’s current funds . 
 
   ‘5 billion won…’  
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who still had loans to pay off, would actually be in the negative once he gave the money . 
 
   ‘It was cheap . ’
 
   But Kim Woo-jin did not regret it . 
 
   In reality, A- rank dungeons were not popular . The situation was totally different from the A+ rank dungeon . 
 
   A+ rank dungeons guaranteed a minimum of a unique item . If lucky, a legendary rank item would drop as well . Basically, it was assured that they would at least go even . 
 
   On the other hand, the probability of that happening dropped drastically in an A- rank dungeon . There were many cases where not even a unique rank item came out . 
 
   However, the difficulty of an A- rank dungeon was incomparable to the difficulty of a B+ rank dungeon . 
 
   The risk was high yet the payout was low . 5 billion won for such a dungeon was honestly not cheap . 
 
   ‘Time to find out what they were hiding . ’
 
   Only one person, the person who knew some the dungeon’s secrets, Kim Woo-jin, would find it cheap . 
 
   “I have confirmed the amount . I’ll give you the dungeon’s details first . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s subordinate handed Kim Woo-jin a file . 
 
   [Albino Lizard’s Egg]
 Dungeon Floors: 2 Floors Dungeon Difficulty: A- Rank Dungeon Capacity: 8 People Entry Condition: Must be below level 30 Clear Condition: Secure the Albino Lizard’s Egg Clear Reward: A catalogue will be given to the Albino Lizard hunter . 
   On the first page of the file, there was information regarding the dungeon . 
 Currently, two parties have been confirmed to have failed to clear the dungeon . 
   Below it was the number of times the players failed to clear the dungeon . And on the back was detailed information about the players who died after failing to clear the dungeon . 
 
   Even players of this level failed to clear the dungeon, that kind of warning . 
 
   It was an unnecessary warning for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘Many people died in this dungeon . ’
 
   He knew how difficult clearing this dungeon would be . Kim Woo-jin it knew better than anyone else . 
 
   “The transportation will be carried out in three stages . ”
 
   In the meantime, the employee gave him the following instructions . 
 
   “Which date would you like?”
 
   Upon hearing that question, Kim Woo-jin answered . 
 
   “I’ll be going right now . ”
 
   The subordinate looked at him with surprise . 
 
   “What?”
 
   Despite her reaction, Kim Woo-jin spoke calmly . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “I will attempt to clear it right now . ”
 
   “Kim Woo-jin is going to Daegu where the dungeon is located . ”
 
   “Going?”
 
   “It seems like he’s going to attempt to clear it right away . ”
 
   Ignoring his subordinate’s answer, Oh Se-chan did not look away from the documents in his hands . 
 
   His subordinate threw him a question . 
 
   “Are you not surprised?”
 
   “I expected it . ”
 
   “You expected it?”
 
   “If you’ve already resolved to do it, there’s no need to waste time . As for the items, he will use what he bought from us . The food is not hard to prepare, and he doesn’t need to worry about filling up his car with gas and dragging it all the way up there . No need to waste time, right?”
 
   It was just as Oh Se-chan said . 
 
   Spending more time in real life did not increase the probability of clearing the dungeon significantly . 
 
   “If he were the type of person to give up, he wouldn’t have requested it in the first place . ”
 
   Alternatively, if one were to feel hesitant or unconfident, the answer was to give up the dungeon from the start . 
 
   “Is it really possible for him to clear it?”
 
   On the other hand, the subordinate still seemed to be unable to accept the current situation . In fact, this reaction was normal . 
 
   “Did you know that Kim Woo-jin is at most only around level 20?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin cleared a 1 floor dungeon a few days ago, and since the condition of the dungeon was to be less than level 20, Kim Woo-jin’s level had to be 20 or 21 at the highest . 
 
   “Does it make sense for him to clear a 2 floor dungeon alone?”
 
   Such a person was attempting to clear a 2 floor dungeon for the first time, and he was attempting to clear an A- rank dungeon by himself . 
 
   Oh Se-chan responded calmly to her question . 
 
   “Nothing’s impossible . There have been precedents . ”
 
   “There are players like that?”
 
   “Players like Dragon Hunter, Tyrant, Master Swordsman, Trinity, and Lee Se Joon went into 2 floor dungeon as soon as they reached the 20th level . They also made it out alive . Now they are walking around smashing 5 and 6 floor dungeons . 
 
   The subordinate retorted as if she was flabbergasted . 
 
   Of course they did . 
 
   “But they are monsters!”
 
   The founder of Messiah Guild Lee Se-joon, Dragon Hunter, Tyrant, Master Swordsman, and Trinity… whom Oh Se-chan talked about were a part of the first seven players that awakened on January 1, 2020 . 
 
   And now, every one of them were viewed as the strongest players that could even move a nation . True monsters that exceeded the definition of a monster . 
 
   “Yeah, all of them are monsters . And if Kim Woo-jin manages to come back alive from the dungeon, he would be a monster as well . ”
 
   “Ah!”
 
   As soon as she heard that, the subordinate realized . 
 
   Oh Se-chan continued to speak to his subordinate while reading the documents . 
 
   “Whether Kim Woo-jin can break through the dungeon or not is a pointless question . If he dies in the dungeon, so be it . It’s something we can’t change, and we don’t need to mind it . ” Oh Se-chan got up from his seat after organizing the documents . 
 
   “Anyway, Kim Woo-jin should know how dangerous a 2 floor dungeon is better than us . ”
 
   After getting up, Oh Se-chan handed the documents over to his subordinate . 
 
   “So the only thing we have to worry about is figuring out what to do when he clears the dungeon . ” The subordinate who received the documents took the stamp out of his desk drawer as if it was the obvious thing to do . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was a stamp with [Reusable Paper] written on it .  
 
   [To Move on to the Next Floor, Kill the Lizardman Hiding in the Goblin Cave]
 
    
 
   As soon as Kim Woo-jin entered the dungeon, he heard an announcement that couldn’t be heard if he were in a 1 floor dungeon . 
 
   ‘It’s definitely a 2 floor dungeon . ’
 
   The announcement made Kim Woo-jin realize that this really was a 2 floor dungeon . 
 
   At the same time, he reminisced about when he entered a 2 floor dungeon for the first time . 
 
   When he was level 20, Kim Woo-jin’s skills were acknowledged and was given a chance to clear a 2 floor C- rank dungeon with level 30 players . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin showed great performance in the dungeon, clearly solidifying his name and worth . 
 
   Everyone was impressed by Kim Woo-jin’s skill and talent . 
 
   ‘It was then that I realized how difficult this game was . ’
 
   But at that time, Kim Woo-jin felt that 2 floor dungeons, or rather, dungeons in general, were much more dangerous than he initially thought . 
 
   Ironically, his great performance was what lead to this realization . 
 
   In the beginning, Kim Woo-jin’s idea of the best way to clear a dungeon was when nobody deviated from the plan . 
 
   Just like a watch, everyone performing their part to the point of boredom and having little to no impression of the dungeon until leaving the dungeon . That was Kim Woo-jin’s thoughts on the best way to clear a dungeon . 
 
   However, the 2 floor dungeon did not allow for such a thing . 
 
   It wasn’t that the monsters were so much stronger than the monsters from the 1st floor . 
 
   ‘Food is the most important thing . ’
 
   The only problem they faced was none other than a shortage of food . 
 
   Till then, 1 floor dungeons only lasted for 5 days at the longest . A shortage of food was not a real concern . 
 
   However, from 2 floor dungeons and onwards, they had to keep starvation in mind . 
 
   In fact, many players who were considered promising stars thanks their excellent skill when clearing 1 floor dungeons, died of starvation in 2 floor dungeons . And from 3 floor dungeons and onwards, players spent more time deciding whether to bring more water or food than deciding which items to bring . 
 
   ‘Since, no matter how much strong you are mentally, it’s useless if you’re starving . ’
 
   If players who were killed by monsters because they couldn’t think straight due to hunger were counted as dying from starvation, then more than half of players who died in 2 floor dungeons died due to starvation . 
 
   In other words, the most important requirement was correctly consuming one’s food supply . 
 
   And Kim Woo-jin chose one of the ways to do so . 
 
   ‘I will clear the first floor in two days . ’
 
   Sweeping down the first-floor monsters as soon as possible before his food supply is exhausted!
 
    
 
   Black smoke rose from one of many tunnels . 
 
   Kiieeee!
 
   And frantic screams of goblins could be faintly heard within the smoke . 
 
   A scene that could only be described as hell .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s eyes were cold, staring at the hell he created with his own hands . 
 
   At this moment, there was only one thought in his mind . 
 
   ‘Not here either . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   That there was no lizardman in this cave . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t get angry, didn’t express regret, nor did he feel nervous .  
 
   [You Have Leveled Up . ]
 
    
 
   [You Have Reached Level 20 . Your Inventory Increases by 4 Spaces] [Emissary of the Underworld Marvels at Your Growth . Your Inventory Increases by 4 Spaces] [Emissary of the Underworld Gifts Yous a Catalogue As a Reward for Your Growth . ]
 
    
 
   Even the level 20 reward notifications could not change Kim Woo-jin’s expression . 
 
   It only changed his behavior . 
 
   He checked his surroundings, and moved away only after making sure there was nothing near his vicinity . 
 
   “Inventory . ”
 
   Only after getting to a safe location did Kim Woo-jin open his inventory . He took out what he had prepared, and tore it up .  
 
   [You have Learned Blood Sucking Skill . ]
 
    
 
   It was the moment when he could finally use the gift he received from Park Yong-wan . 
 
   [All Skill Ranks will Increase By One Level Due to the Effect of the Plus Ultra Ring . ]  
 
    
 
   [The Skill Rank of Blood Sucking is Raised to E- Rank . ]
 
    
 
   A notification was immediately sent to let him know that the effects of the plus ring had been applied . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin didn’t show much of a reaction after hearing the news . 
 
   It was a waste of energy for Kim Woo-jin to show joy for he expected . 
 
   Like that, Kim Woo-jin opened the gift that his halo gave to commemorate his level 20 advancement . 
 
   “Catalogue . ”
 
   A catalogue emitting a silver glow appeared in front of Kim Woo-jin’s eyes . 
 
   ‘It’s rare . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin reacted slightly to the silver glow . 
 
   However, he did not react any more than that . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin rarely had luck before returning to the past, but that was the case when it came to items or skills that were unique or of a higher rank . As for those rare rank items and skills, it was too painful to count how often he was disappointed . 
 
   It would be strange for him to be interested . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin went to the page in the catalogue emitting a silver light with an indifferent look . ‘Huh?’
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin’s face unexpectedly revealed emotion . 
 
   [Skeleton Warrior Mastery]
 Acquisition Requirement: Emissary of the Underworld Acquisition Level: Must be higher than level 20 Skill Effect: Strengthens the ability of summoned skeleton soldiers, and increases the number of skeleton soldiers that can be summoned . The higher the skill rank, the more effective it becomes . 
   ‘… My luck is good . ’
 
   It was the worst scenario that monsters facing Kim Woo-jin could encounter . 
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   A goblin’s life in such an environment was undeniably boring . 
 
   Not only did they lack a proper entertainment culture, the only activities available to them in a dark narrow cave where only a single goblin could pass through at a time was to either pass time absentmindedly or sleeping . 
 
   Kiee?
 
   Burrows housing those monotonous goblins were beginning to see signs of change . 
 
   The cause of the change was none other than the arrival of an uninvited guest . 
 
   Tteolgeuleog! Tteolgeuleog!
 
   The identity of the uninvited guest was a dark skeleton goblin . 
 
   Kieeee!
 
   Kiii!
 
   Of course, the goblins attacked the uninvited visitor, who entered the cave without their permission . 
 
   The fight that ensued was so one-sided that it was awkward to label it as a fight . 
 
   Puhwat!
 
   The scene of a black skeleton soldier killing the goblins one after another in a cave that made it difficult to utilize their numerical superiority was like watching chickens jumping into a slaughtering machine with their own two feet . 
 
   Kieeee!
 
   In other words, the goblins, who had nowhere to run, did not back down . 
 
   Rather, they couldn’t . 
 
   The goblins rushed desperately at the skeleton soldier like a cornered mouse biting a cat, and the their repeated attacks eventually caused the skeleton soldier to collapse . 
 
   Tteolgeuleog!
 
   As soon as the skeleton soldier collapsed, the goblins crushed the skeleton soldiers without mercy and eventually destroyed it .  
 
   [The Skeleton Soldier was Destroyed . ]
 
    
 
   The situation was immediately conveyed to Kim Woo-jin, who was measuring the time outside the tunnel . 
 
   ‘About 10 minutes I think?’
 
   After hearing the notification, Kim Woo-jin looked at the skill in front of him . 
 
   [Skeleton Warrior Mastery]
 Skill Rank: E Skill Effect: Strengthens the ability of summoned skeleton soldiers, and increases the number of skeleton soldiers that can be summoned . The higher the rank of the skill, the more effective it becomes . Stats of skeleton soldiers increases by 10 percent . Number of summonable skeleton soldiers +4 . 
   Skeleton Warrior Mastery . 
 
   What Kim Woo-jin did just now was him trying to check the power of the new skill that he got not long ago . 
 
   He put a skeleton soldier alone in a goblin den as a test . 
 
   ‘Pretty good . ’
 
   The result was obviously satisfactory . 
 
   It was a huge ordeal for a skeleton soldier to go into a goblin cave alone and last for nearly 10 minutes . 
 
   ‘If it had went in with a full stack of Ruler Of The Battlefield in effect, it would have survived even longer . ’
 
   Above all, it was not even fully strengthened by Ruler Of The Battlefield before it had went in . 
 
   If Kim Woo-jin had caught a few monsters for the skeleton soldier, strengthened it with Ruler Of The Battlefield to the maximum, and put it in the goblin den, it would have been an even more surprising outcome . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin did not get excited . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   There was no reason to be excited, for getting excited would not affect the result . 
 
   ‘Time for the next test . ’
 
   Above all, there was another skill he wanted to test . 
 
   Seug!
 
   Kim Woo-jin injured his arm with a kukri . 
 
   The blood from the wound began to flow down and drip from an unsightly dagger in Kim Woo-jin’s hands . 
 
   Soon, Kim Woo-jin’s blood coated the dagger . 
 
   It was a technique that covered the dagger with poison using toxic blood . 
 
   Afterwards, Kim Woo-jin put his hand inside the wound in a goblin corpse that was prepared under his feet .  
 
   [Blood Sucking is Initiated . ] 
 
    
 
   Then, the blood within the corpse gto sucked into Kim Woo-jin’s body through his hand . 
 
   Woo-jin’s bleeding wound slowly began to heal . 
 
   Next the blood he had lost from bleeding also began to replenish . 
 
   [Blood Sucking Is No Longer Effective . ]
 
    
 
   Soon after the notification, Kim Woo-jin stopped sucking its blood and watched the wound on his arm . 
 
   There was a faint scar on the wound . 
 
   ‘It’s to this extent . ’
 
   He that confirmed the effects of the new blood sucking skill . 
 
   Now there was only one more test left . 
 
   “Summon Skeleton Soldier . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin summoned a skeleton soldier using the bloodless goblin corpse as a sacrifice . 
 
   Flesh on the goblin corpse melted away, and soon rose in its place with only its bones remaining .  
 
   [Effect of Black Bone is Applied . ] 
 
    
 
   Then its bones turned black . 
 
   Hwig!
 
   Kim Woo-jin handed a rough dagger coated with his blood to the skeleton soldier . 
 
   Then the skeleton soldier quickly snatched the dagger and headed for the goblin cave with a look of joy as if it were a puppy getting a new toy to play with . 
 
   About 30 minutes later, the skeleton soldier came back to Kim Woo-jin, all tattered . 
 
   ‘Perfect . ’
 
   He finished testing his new skills . 
 
    
 
   When attempting to clear a two floor dungeon, clearing the 1st floor as soon as possible was a good idea . Since if the 1st floor was cleared quickly, more strength and food could be saved for the 2nd floor . 
 
   But that didn’t mean that you should carelessly clear the 1st dungeon as fast as possible . 
 
   In the first place, such a method could not be considered as clearing the 1st floor . 
 
   “When crossing to the next floor, it was important to avoid jumping over recklessly . ”
 
   What mattered was one’s condition after clearing the 1st floor . 
 
   “In particular, never get stained by the smell of blood . ”
 
   It was obvious what the consequences would be if one were to cross over to the 2nd floor while they were already tired and covered with the smell of sweat and blood . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Especially if it is the smell of a monster’s blood . It wouldn’t matter if the monsters on next floor are stupid, but if one were to meet a monster like me, it would never ignore the scent of blood . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin always emphasized these points to his colleagues . 
 
   And every time he did, they would say . 
 
   “A monster like hyung-nim? Would it be a dog-like bastard?”
 
   “That’s right . It would be dog-like bastard . Definitely a dog-like bastard . ”
 
   “I’ll just give up if I see a monster like Woo-jin oppa . How would you catch a monster like that?”
 
   Instead of responding to his colleagues who would play around, Kim Woo-jin would just smile . It was one of the few moments when Kim Woo-jin, who was always serious and desperate in a dungeon, showed a smile and relaxed . 
 
   It was also a moment he would never experience again . 
 
   Since Kim Woo-jin no longer had such colleagues . 
 
   Tteolgeuleog! Tteolgeuleog!
 
   The only thing he had now were four skeletons with black bones and a lizardman hanging on a tree like a blanket . 
 
   It wasn’t dead . 
 
   Kayah… . 
 
   The Lizardman was still breathing . 
 
   However, it looked like Kim Woo-jin wasn’t planning to kill the lizardman until he finished eating . 
 
   Jjeob! Jjeob!
 
   In other words, the lifeline of the lizardman was the energy bar that Kim Woo-jin was slowly chewing on . 
 
   As soon as the energy bar disappeared, the Lizardman’s lifeline would also disappear . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   Soon, Kim Woo-jin swallowed all of the energy bar . 
 
   Then slowly got up . 
 
   The eyes of the skeleton soldiers who were staring at the tree began to look lively again . 
 
   ‘It’s time to head to the 2nd floor . ’
 
    
 
   [You Have Entered the 2nd Floor of the Dungeon . ]
 
    
 
   The first thing that welcomed Kim Woo-jin when he crossed the new dungeon gate that appeared with the death of lizardman was a notification .  
 
   [Achievement ‘He who reached the 2nd floor dungeon’ Has Been Achieved . ]
 
    
 
   [Emissary of the Underworld Greatly Looks Forward to Your Challenge . ] 
 
    
 
   Then a series of notices was given . 
 
   Among them was a notification that would shock any player’s ears . 
 
   It was a notification announcing the halo’s high expectations for their challenge, a great opportunity to receive a gift from their halo . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin did not pay attention to the announcement . 
 
   He only looked at the stage before his eyes with a cold look . 
 
   ‘A swamp, it’s as I’ve heard of back then . ’
 
   The environment of the 2nd floor dungeon was a swamp . 
 
   Dark and dense swamps were all over the dungeon like traps . 
 
   It was one of the worst environment to face in a dungeon . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was crazy for anyone to fight monsters in a swamp where they might die because their ankles were caught . 
 
   Furthermore, lizardmen were monsters who used these swamps as their home . 
 
   Even if a lizardman was dragged out of the swamp, it was virtually impossible to track down a monster that would flee back to the swamp when the situation went awry . 
 
   Being chased was even worse . 
 
   This was not a world where there were roads made for players like in games . 
 
   It wouldn’t be strange to run away and be stopped in a swamp that extended as far as a sea . 
 
   ‘I have heard stories but now that I have seen it in person… I understand why so many elites have died . It’s much worse than I thought . ’
 
   In such a world, it was crazy to hunt the lizardmen without being prepared . 
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin had no intention of doing such a crazy thing . 
 
   He wasn’t going to sneak up behind them and hunt them one by one either . 
 
   “Inventory . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin opened his inventory and took out another hunting tool . 
 
   An axe . Kim Woo-jin pulled it out and headed straight toward a nearby tree . 
 
   Puck!
 
   He chopped away with his axe . 
 
    
 
   Within the dark viridescent swamp, a giant lizard head appeared on the surface of the water .  Kayaa!
 
   What appeared was a lizardman . 
 
   Similar to a lizard in appearance, a dark green monster with two hands instead of front legs looked around with its flickering eyes while flapping its long tongue like a whip . 
 
   Its eyes stopped for a moment . 
 
   Kaa?
 
   The lizardman walked toward where his eyes had stopped . Then its long tongue began to flutter toward the red thing that was stuck to the ground . 
 
   The red thing that was stuck to the ground was blood . 
 
   Kaya!
 
   It was welcoming news for the lizardman, who had came out of the swamp after a long time . 
 
   The lizardman immediately got down on its four limbs and followed the trail of blood . 
 
   Churl!
 
   It did not forget to whet its appetite by sipping on the blood from time to time . 
 
   Soon, the lizardman’s body left the swamp and began to move on solid ground . 
 
   The lizardman’s instinct was to avoid any place that was not a swamp, but it did not bother the lizardman whose appetite thirsted for a goblin’s blood . 
 
   The lizardman continued to follow the trail of blood . 
 
   The lizardman, who was bent on continuing, suddenly stopped by a wall that appeared unexpectedly . 
 
   Kaa?
 
   To be exact, it was a log cabin . 
 
   A log cabin that appeared to be made from cutting down the trees and filling the gaps with mud . 
 
   Moreover, instead of a roof, the log cabin was covered with a sheet of leather much like a tent . 
 
   It was too bizarre for someone to approach it without hesitating . 
 
   But such a thing wasn’t important for the lizardman . 
 
   It couldn’t even see it well . 
 
   Only thing that mattered to the lizardman, whose eyesight was poor much like a snake, was the fact that it could sense the heat of the goblin blood inside a hole within the log cabin . 
 
   It was sure that an injured goblin went through that hole . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The only thing left for him to do was to chew the injured goblin into small pieces with his sharp teeth, then putting it in his stomach, and spending a long time in the swamp until it was all digested . 
 
   Kayah!
 
   The thought of spending a long period of time in the swamp while feeling full, prompted lizardman to squeeze himself through the hole . 
 
   The hole was a bit narrow compared to the size of its body but as if its body had been oiled, the body of the lizardman slipped through it easily . 
 
   Then a deep darkness greeted him . 
 
   And the goblin that the lizardman was waiting for appeared . 
 
   Tteolgeuleog! Tteolgeuleog!
 
   Goblins with only its bones remaining . 
 
   Kaa?
 
   But the lizardman was not aware of this development . 
 
   It was impossible for it to detect the heat of goblin skeletons in the dark, whose bodies had only their bones remaining . 
 
   That’s how . 
 
   Puk . 
 
   How the lizardman met its demise . 
 
   [You Have Leveled Up . ]
 
    
 
   The news was conveyed to Kim Woo-jin, who was waiting outside the log cabin . 
 
   “Status window . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin immediately opened his status window .  
 
   [Kim Woo-jin]
 Level: 21 Halo: Emissary of the Underworld Stats: Constitution(65+91)/ Strength (2+50)/ Mana (3+65) Achievement: 11 Unallocated Points: 3 
   ‘It’s certainly amazing in many ways . ’
 
   Such stats was not something a level 21 should have . 
 
   Before returning to the past, Kim Woo-jin only had around half of his current constitution when he was level 21 . 
 
   ‘It is incomparable to the past . ’
 
   If the item set bonuses were included as well, the current Kim Woo-jin could not be stopped even by ten Lv 21 Kim Woo-ji from the past . 
 
   It was definitely possible for him to hunt the boss monster of this dungeon, the Albino Lizard . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin could even hunt the Albino Lizard this very instant as long as he and his skeleton soldiers, which could now summon nine of, performed properly . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin did not intend to do so . 
 
   He wasn’t planning on putting up a performance . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin did not pay attention to his status window . He was not impressed by his ability, nor was he moved by how much stronger he was compared to the past . 
 
   After investing the points he obtained into constitution, he immediately continued his work . 
 
   Seug!
 
   Using the blood dripping from the wound on his arm, he made a spear tip using his blood weapon skill, and attached the tip onto a pole . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Like that, he stuck the spear he just made into the ground . 
 
   Fifty spears that were already stuck into the ground welcomed their new friend . 
 
   After checking, Kim Woo-jin got up again . 
 
   ‘One spear for every lizardman . Catching another 49 will do . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was preparing to attack the Albino Lizard . 
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   In reality, mutants were often weak . They usually didn’t live long and many would die in their natural habitats . 
 
   But in a dungeon, things were different . 
 
   Most monsters with mutations or variations in dungeons possessed either overwhelming power or a special ability . 
 
   Seug!
 
   The Albino Lizard that came out of the vast wetlands then appeared on the ground was such a case . First of all, compared to an average lizardman, it’s size was on a completely different scale . While standing upright on both legs, its height reached three meters . It was huge enough for even orcs to shrug their shoulders and walk away after seeing them, and its tail was nearly two meters in length . 
 
   It meant that the Albino Lizard would become a 5 meter long monster when it lowered its posture and walked on four legs . 
 
   Most importantly, its white skin and red eyes was proof it was a unique presence within the dark swamp . 
 
   Such a presence also served as clear proof that the Albino Lizard was the king of this place . 
 
   Churl!
 
   Walking in a bold and dignified manner was impossible without the confidence to deal with any predator that could threaten its life . 
 
   Tteolgeuleog! Tteolgeuleog!
 
   That’s why the Albino Lizard was not alarmed when a skeleton lizardman blocked its path with a blunt knife in its hand . 
 
   Churl?
 
   Instead, it looked at the skeleton lizardman with eyes that questioned its purpose . 
 
   On the other hand, skeleton lizardman executed its duty faithfully . 
 
   It rushed at the Albino Lizard in hostility . 
 
   Its resolve was quite strong . 
 
   Seug!
 
   But as soon as the Albino Lizard stood up on its hind legs, the mood quickly changed . 
 
   An unspeakable feeling of grandeur flowed from its 3 meter tall body . 
 
   That was when the Albino Lizard quickly swung its body . 
 
   Huwoong!
 
   Its heavy tail ruthlessly swept the floor . 
 
   The Albino Lizard didn’t have even a hint of doubt that this attack would destroy that insignificant skeleton . 
 
   But the skeleton soldier paused just outside the range of its tail . 
 
   Huwoong!
 
   The tail naturally swung through the air . The Albino Lizard swung its body around once more and faced the skeleton soldier . 
 
   At that moment, the skeleton soldier began to loiter in front of the Albino Lizard . 
 
   It began to calculate how to fight against the Albino Lizard, who possessed a formidable attack power and range . 
 
   But from the Albino Lizard’s perspective, it seemed like the insignificant skeleton was looking down on him . 
 
   Kaaa!
 
   Such impudence caused the lizard to focus all of its anger toward the skeleton soldier . 
 
   Its desire to crush the skeleton soldier into powder was apparent all over its body . 
 
   Now was the moment Kim Woo-jin decided to step in . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin quickly approached the Albino Lizard from the behind . 
 
   Then, with a kukri in his right hand, he swung down on the Albino Lizard’s white leathery skin like an axe . 
 
   Puu-ukk!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   A rough sloppy sound of the Albino Lizard’s back being cut open could be heard, as if chopping up a log with an axe, and revealing its inner flesh . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Kim Woo-jin inserted a spear he was holding in his left hand into the wound . 
 
   Tuk!
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin broke off the pole from the spear . 
 
   That was it for now . 
 
   Kaa!
 
   By the time the Albino Lizard turned around after the surprise attack from behind, Kim Woo-jin was already running away . 
 
   The Albino Lizard paused for a bit while analyzing on the situation . 
 
   Tteolgeuleog! Tteolgeuleog!
 
   In its ear, the Albino Lizard could hear the sound of the skeleton soldier slowly approaching it .  Huwoong!
 
   Albino Lizard swung its tail at the skeleton soldier once again . 
 
   However, the skeleton soldier stepped back and closely observed its movements once more . 
 
   It looked like a beast whetting its appetite before hunting a delicious prey . 
 
   Kayah!
 
   Albino Lizard stared intensely at the skeleton soldier with killing intent, spewing out with anger . 
 
   And Kim Woo-jin moved once more . 
 
   Everything was the same as before . 
 
   While the Albino Lizard was distracted by the skeleton soldier, Kim Woo-jin approached the Albino Lizard’s back and wounded it with his kukri, then stabbed it with the spear, and broke off the pole of the spear again . 
 
   Afterwards, Kim Woo-jin disappeared into the bushes and observed the Albino Lizard . 
 
   ‘What will it do now?’
 
   This was the attack strategy that Kim Woo-jin prepared for the Albino Lizard . 
 
   The Albino Lizard and the Orc Champion were, in general, similar types of monsters . 
 
   They were both arrogant, aggressive, and had a keen fighting sense, but not very intelligent . 
 
   But there was a very distinct difference between the Orc Champion and the Albino Lizard . 
 
   ‘Is it thinking about running away?
 
   Unlike the Orc Champion, the Albino Lizard knew how to run away when the situation wasn’t looking good . 
 
   And furthermore, this dungeon was filled with great hiding spots like the swamp that the Albino Lizard could retreat to . 
 
   It was one of the main reasons why this dungeon became a hell that devoured countless talented players . 
 
   Since there was nothing they could be done if the Albino Lizard escaped into the swamp after getting heavily injured . 
 
   Setting its body on fire like when hunting a troll was also useless due to the presence of the swamps . 
 
   For it would go into the swamp and extinguish it the moment its body caught on fire . 
 
   Of course, there were skills to create an inextinguishable fire but it wasn’t something that players under 30 levels could use . 
 
   Anyway, when the fight became an unexpected battle of attrition, the plans players had went out the window, and were eventually resulted in the deaths of those said players . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was prepared to engage in a battle of attrition against the Albino Lizard . 
 
   ‘It wouldn’t matter much even if it ran away . ’
 
   The two spears that he pierced into its body were the groundwork for a battle of attrition . 
 
   [Albino Lizard is Under the Effect of Blood Poisoning . ] 
 
    
 
   From now on, the spear tips in its body will eat away its health until it is melted and decomposed . 
 
   Even if it ran away, there was no reason for Kim Woo-jin to hurry . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The reason he was using a regular skeleton soldier instead of a black bone skeleton soldier was also for the long-term battle . 
 
   Kaa!
 
   Kim Woo-jin saw the Albino Lizard expressing anger at the skeleton soldier once again . 
 
   ‘I guess it’s still thinking about fighting for now . ’
 
   With such a view, Kim Woo looked around at the spears that were placed all around him . 
 
   There were bodies of lizardmen that were ready to be sacrificed at anytime to summon skeleton soldiers . 
 
   Finally, he took out the last energy bar in his arm . 
 
   ‘I’ll kill you even if I have to fight you all day . ’
 
    
 
   Seventy-eight . 
 
   That was the number of spears within the Albino Lizard’s once smooth white back . 
 
   Obviously, the Albino Lizard was not in a good condition . 
 
   Shii…
 
   The speed of its tongue was slow enough to be laughed at even by a turtle . Its red eyes, which was once shining with vitality, was as dull as a rotten frozen pollack . 
 
   Nevertheless, the Albino Lizard stood upright on its two legs and kept up its guard as it looked around . 
 
   It squeezed out its last remaining strength to show it wasn’t weak . 
 
   [Blood Poisoning Has Spread Throughout the Body of the Albino Lizard . ]
 
    
 
   [Albino Lizard’s Health is Greatly Reduced . ] 
 
    
 
   But within the ear of the hunter who was after its life, the fact that the Albino Lizard was just putting up a futile struggle was repeatedly heard . 
 
   In actuality, the outcome of the hunt was set in stone . 
 
   It was impossible for the Albino Lizard to tell where the hunter was even if he appeared . Nonetheless, Kim Woo-jin did not reveal himself . 
 
   He approached one of the lizardman corpses he had prepared and summoned a skeleton soldier by sacrificing it . 
 
   Tteolgeuleog! Tteolgeuleog!
 
   The skeleton soldier immediately rushed toward the Albino Lizard . 
 
   Kaa…
 
   The Albino Lizard unwillingly closed its red eyes after realizing there was yet another nightmare it had to face . 
 
   It was prepared to meet its end . 
 
   Even at that moment, Kim Woo-jin did not show up in front of the Albino Lizard . 
 
   If someone were to ask which of them was more cold-blooded, between Kim Woo-jin and the Albino Lizard, everyone would say that Kim Woo-jin was way more cold-blooded after witnessing such a scene . 
 
   Time passed by in a such a manner . 
 
   [Albino Lizard Has Been Eliminated . ] [Achievement ‘Albino Lizard Hunter’ Has Been Achieved . ] [A Catalogue Will Be Given As a Reward . ]
 
    
 
   A notification that finally confirmed the end of the Albino Lizard to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   [You Have Leveled Up . ] [Emissary of the Underworld Marvels at Your Challenge . ] [Emissary of the Underworld Sends Some of His Power . ] [Rank of the Skill Blood Poison Increases By One Rank . ] [Rank of the Skill Blood Weapon Increases By One Rank . ]
 
    
 
   At the end of the cruel stage, the spectator sent its congratulations and gifts to Kim Woo-jin . However, there were no notifications that confirmed the end of the dungeon . 
 
   It was because Kim Woo-jin had yet to secure the Albino Lizard’s egg, which was the clear condition of the dungeon . 
 
   ‘Now it’s time to move . ’
 
   Only then did Kim Woo-jin appear in front of the Albino Lizard for the first time . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   There was, of course, no sentiment . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin flipped the Albino Lizard like a machine . The first thing he did after that was skinning the Albino Lizard . 
 
   The situation was different than when he had hunted the Orc Champion . 
 
   There was no audience here and he had plenty of time . 
 
   That meant he was free to loot everything he could get his hands onto . 
 
   ‘The Albino Lizard’s leather is enough to make a set of Lv 30 rare grade armor . ’
 
   This was the normal process in a dungeon clear . 
 
   It was perfectly normal to take as much as possible from a dungeon . It was just that Kim Woo-jin wasn’t able to carry out such a common practice in previous dungeons due to various circumstances . 
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin’s harvesting skills were excellent . 
 
   For someone who had skinned a dragon that was almost 100 meters, an Albino Lizard that was 5 meters long was nothing . 
 
   His only regret was that the Albino Lizard’s most useful leather, which was located in its back, was in a terrible condition due to Kim Woo-jin’s gruesome attacks . 
 
   Afterwards, Kim Woo-jin immediately cut open the Albino Lizard’s belly . 
 
   Then a single egg appeared .  
 
   [You Have Found the Albino Lizard’s Egg . ]
 
    
 
   [You Have Cleared the Dungeon . ] 
 
    
 
   Only then did he get a notification that confirmed the end of the dungeon .  
 
   ‘Finally, it is in my hands . ’
 
   The Albino Lizard’s egg that appeared in such a manner was about the same size as an ostrich egg . 
 
   The color was unique . 
 
   The shell was white, but there were purple stripes of energy enveloping the shell, making it look both puerile and gruesome . 
 
   While looking at it, Kim Woo-jin recalled memories of the past . 
 
   ‘Now I can see what the Messiah Guild was hiding . ’
 
   In 2025, the Messiah guild secured the Albino Lizard’s egg after considerable sacrifices . But information about the egg was kept a secret . 
 
   There was not even information confirming whether or not it was a legendary item or skill . 
 
   People just speculated that it was a legendary item or skill because the Messiah Guild assessed its value to be enough to hide its information . 
 
   Puck!
 
   In order to reveal such a secret, Kim Woo-jin cracked the top of the egg’s shell open with his kukri . 
 
   Pajig!
 
   But within the broken shell, a new shell appeared . 
 
   Pajig!
 
   Kim Woo-jin repeatedly struck the Albino Lizard’s egg with his kukri again and again; each time, one layer of the shell was peeled off one by one . 
 
   Like an onion, the number of layers of shell he peeled were numerous . 
 
   And each time a layer of the shell was broken, the violet energy surrounding the shell grew stronger . 
 
   Soon after, the white colors disappeared from the shell, leaving only the violet coloration behind . Once Kim Woo-jin hit the shell again one last time, the shell split into two and a skill page made up of obsidian finally appeared . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin picked up the skill page .  
 
   [Apophis’ Power]
 Acquisition Requirement: Emissary of the Underworld Acquisition Level: Must be higher than level 1 Skill Effect: Gain immunity to all poisons . 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Apophis’s power . 
 
   ‘… Damn it . ’
 
   It was a divinity only the Deadly Poison King possessed in Kim Woo-jin’s memory . 
 
   Deadly Poison King . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin first met him in the year 2026 at Beijing . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who headed for Beijing with a team to clear the 6 floor dungeon, faced the Deadly Poison King in front of the dungeon gate . 
 
   And on the spot, Kim Woo-jin lost seven of his colleagues . 
 
   After seeing his colleagues die without being able to leave a will due to the threat posed by the Deadly Poison King’s poison, Kim Woo-jin ran away . 
 
   Since then, the Deadly Poison King and Kim Woo-jin continued to have a hostile relationship . 
 
   Even now, Kim Woo-jin was able to name all of his colleagues who lost their lives to the the Deadly Poison King; he could even draw their faces if he were asked to do so . But now, the skill that helped such a monster to exist was in the hands of Kim Woo-jin . Something which should have belonged to the Messiah Guild . 
 
   The meaning behind such a development was simple . 
 
   The Messiah Guild gave it to the Deadly Poison King . 
 
   Or the Deadly Poison King stole it from the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Those were the two possibilities . 
 
   And the answer was obvious . 
 
   ‘Did the Messiah Guild create the Deadly Poison King?’
 
   The chances of him stealing it from the Messiah Guild when not even Kim Woo-jin was aware of the existence of such skill page was similar to the probability of Kim Woo-jin returning to the past . 
 
   In the end, it was proof that the Deadly Poison King was the work of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘There are… plenty of reasons to do so . ’
 
   It was well worth doing so . 
 
   Deadly Poison King was a villain . 
 
   He took whatever he needed and he destroyed everything he found annoying in the process . Moreover, the year 2026, when he was active, was a time when chaos erupted like wildfire . 
 
   A year when countless cities were left in ruins by the monsters that came out of the dungeons and countries around the world began losing their ability to function . No one wanted to antagonize a monster like the Deadly Poison King around a time when everyone was busy trying to save themselves . 
 
   It was a period in need of righteous players who could bring judgement on the outbreak of evil players . 
 
   The existence of the Deadly Poison King made the Messiah Guild shine even brighter . 
 
   Naturally, the Messiah Guild played such a role . 
 
   The Messiah Guild, who fought with monsters to save the world, now had a reason to punish players for the sake of the world . 
 
   After that, the Messiah Guild asked for legendary items in exchange for punishing the Deadly Poison King and the world was forced to comply . 
 
   Legendary items were collected in order to deal with the Deadly Poison King . 
 
   They also recruited volunteers to destroy the Deadly Poison King . 
 
   To be honest, there was no need to recruit anyone for help . 
 
   It is because there was the strongest hunting dog in the Messiah Guild, someone who lost his comrades and was fuming with anger . 
 
   ‘In the end, after killing the Deadly Poison King, the Messiah Guild became the judicator of the world . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin killed the Deadly Poison King . 
 
   He succeeded in avenging his dead comrades . 
 
   But now he realized that it was all a part of the Messiah Guild’s ambitions . 
 
   The noble sacrifice of those who were willing to die to save the world was actually a dog’s death . Kim Woo-jin, however, was now fuming with new anger over such a reason . 
 
   [You Have Learned the Skill Apophis’ Power . ] [You Have Gained Immunity to All Toxins . ] 
 
    
 
   ‘Lee Se-joon, I will be the one who’s going to kill you . ’
 
   It only made him brood over in anger once again . 
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   There were two main reasons why players would buy dungeons from brokers . 
 
   The first reason was that a player may get shot if they tried to enter a broker-owned dungeon without permission . The second reason was that it was extremely important to clean up the evidence after the dungeon was cleared . 
 
   Of course, what most dungeon brokers cared about was the first reason . 
 
   There were plenty of brokers who laid landmines to protect their dungeons . However, there were only few brokers who actually cared about cleaning up afterwards . 
 
   However, Oh Se-chan was different . 
 
   He was especially diligent cleaning up afterwards . 
 
   This was evident when looking at the scene of an abandoned field unfolded before Kim Woo-jin . He came out of the gate after 6 days . 
 
   ‘Clean . ’
 
   The field looked like normal . . 
 
   There were no sign of man or monster to be seen . 
 
   It was to the point that nobody would be able to prove that there used to be a dungeon gate here if Kim Woo-jin left with the shopping bag on the floor . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin grabbed the last piece of evidence, which was his shopping bag . 
 
   Inside were Kim Woo-jin’s personal belongings, a radio, and 500ml of bottled water . 
 
   ‘It’s really reusable . ’
 
   The radio was the same one used by Kim Woo-jin at the hospital . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin turned on the radio right away . 
 
   Momentarily, he heard a voice . 
 Clearing it in a week… I suppose it’s good enough to back up your bragging . ’ 
   It was Oh Se-chan’s voice . 
 So how was the dungeon? 
   Kim Woo-jin answered the question with a calm voice . 
 
   “There were no issues . ”
 
   That was a lie, of course . 
 
   He learned the truth that turned the noble sacrifice of his comrades into a dog’s death . Naturally, he wouldn’t feel good . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin chose not to disclose such information and advertise it around with murderous intent . 
 
   “Did anything special happen while I was away?”
 
   He continued the conversation in a calm voice . 
 Other than the picture of Great One Guild and Frontier Guild’s masters shaking hands being released, Dragon Hunter killing a golden dragon on a 5 floor dungeon, and the Chinese government’s intent on making the Kunlun Guild their national guild, there was nothing special . 
   All of them were front page news . 
 
   The cooperation of the Great One Guild who rose to 5th place in the world after being supported by the U . S Government and the Frontier Guild was a huge incident . The golden dragon that Dragon Hunter hunted was also a monster that Kim Woo-jin wanted to learn more about . The Balmung that stabbed his heart and the Chinese Government’s decision to solely support the Kunlun Guild was also very impactful . 
 
   ‘Now the movements that were occurring underwater are beginning to surface . ’
 
   It was a sign that the movements that were hidden so far were now coming out into the open . 
 
   However, the political world was not the only area where special events occurred . 
 
   “Other than stories about the guilds, did anything special happened to the economy?”
 
   The economy was also full of significant incidents . 
 
   In fact, the economy was the area undergoing with the biggest changes due to the advent of dungeons . The advent of dungeons and monsters was like an inexplicable rise of risk to all companies in the world . In the process, countless companies went bankrupt or were sold away . 
 
   On the other hand, there were cases where companies used new resources from dungeons and monsters to quickly build up their power and influence . 
 
   It’s about the time when Pandora Technology’s stock price will go up like an explosion . ’
 
   Pandora Technologies was a prime example . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘A monster that used the vast amount of virtual money to eat up businesses . ’
 
   Pandora Technology was a company that earned immense amount of money by investing in virtual currency during the virtual currency boom . 
 
   After acquiring companies that failed to adapt to the world that has turned into a game based on their technological prowess and infrastructure, the company started marking items based on resources from dungeons, and became one of the leading companies in the field . 
 
   Of course, if it were just that, Kim Woo-jin never would have remembered the existence of Pandora Technology . 
 
   ‘And then they sided with Johann Georg’s . ’
 
   The fact that at some point, they sided with the King of Undead . 
 
   ‘I think the president’s name was Gorbachev?’
 
   That was why the company’s name and chairman were remembered by Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘I don’t care much about that part . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan responded to Kim Woo-jin’s question with a transparent reaction . 
 If you want to talk about the economy, you’d better talk about balance . Don’t you think? Well, let’s follow the contract . What’s 25 percent of the income you got from the dungeon? 
   Like a broker, he started to talk about the commission . 
 
   “Before that, let me ask you a question . ”
 I don’t like being asked questions when I’m talking about this . But go ahead . 
   “Can you trust me?”
 
   The contract requires an additional 25 percent of the dungeon revenue . 
 
   However, the income could be hidden as long as Kim Woo-jin wanted to hide it . 
 
   From the broker’s perspective, it was a pain in the neck . 
 There’s no reason why I wouldn’t believe you . 
   However, Oh Se-chan’s reaction was surprisingly calm . 
 But I hope you think about our poor employees and at least show them your sincerity . Do you know how much I spent on gas to take you there? You even ate at the rest stop? And it wasn’t some cheap basic udon, but you ate beef short rib soup and drank carbonated water as dessert afterward as well, didn’t you? I remember everything . 
   Oh Se-chan added some unnecessary words at the end, but he didn’t seem to doubt Kim Woo-jin’s words at least . 
 
   ‘It’s time for a shootout . ’
 
   At Oh Se-chan’s response, Kim Woo-jin threw what he had prepared . 
 
   “Can I ask you another question?”
 No, why are you asking so many questions? Did you hit big? Huh? Is that why you’re talking so much? Huh? Is it? 
   Oh Se-chan’s voice began to grow louder . 
 
   “Why did you tell me to watch out for the Skull Guild?”
 
   However, Oh Se-chan’s voice grew silent when Kim Woo-jin asked his question . 
 Would you believe me if I told you? 
   “There’s no reason why I wouldn’t believe you . ”
 
   There was a pause in the answer, and Oh Se-chan slowly spoke . 
 The funds of the Skull Guild are within the three fingers of the Korean guild . The amount of money they spend on ordinary auctions and black markets are enough to slap the Phoenix Guild or the Messiah Guild in the face . But there is only one large company in Korea that sponsors the Skull Guild . So where does all that money come from? 
   At the explanation that began, Kim Woo-jin answered . 
 
   “It’s probably Japan . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin calmly accepted Oh Se-chan’s challenge . 
 
   ‘He knows my behavioral pattern to a certain extent . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan knew Kim Woo-jin was a very unique individual, and he indirectly told Kim Woo-jin that he had such information . 
 Japan was once a country rich enough to buy America as a whole . They are still one of the wealthiest countries . The problem is that the Japanese are after the Korean Peninsula . 
   “How dangerous are they?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 If there was a possibility that the players who are interested in money could be bought, do you understand how dangerous this situation is? 
   At the remark, Kim Woo-jin held back his chuckle . 
 
   “Everyone is dangerous . ”
 Of course, Park Yong-wan is dangerous too . 
   “Thank you for your advice . ”
 Enough with that . What did you get from the dungeon? You won’t say nothing came out without any conscience, right? When I even prepared water for you to drink after you came out of the dungeon . 
   At Oh Se-chan’s remark, Kim Woo-jin took out a 500ml water bottle from the shopping back . 
 
   “For presentation?”
 
   Then there was a sign indicating that it was for presentation only . 
 Keuheum! 
   He heard sound of Oh Se-chan clearing his throat . 
 Then send me a report after you have sorted out how much you made in the dungeon . We’ll settle the account for you . Now, shall end the conversation here? Do you have anything else to say? 
   “I’ll call you back if you have one . ”
 Thanks, monster . 
   Chig!
 
   Soon the radio went out . 
 
   Momentarily, the radio turned on again . 
 Oh, wait . Don’t throw away the radio . Just leave it . We have to reuse it . 
   Kim Woo-jin kept his mouth shut while smiling at such a ridiculous instruction . He put the radio back in the shopping bag and left with only his stuff . 
 
   Then he took out his smartphone and turned it on . 
 
   He saw a single text . 
 
   A smile turned over Kim Woo-jin’s lips when he checked the text . 
 
   ‘They are running at me on their own . ’
 
   Soon after, Kim Woo-jin called the number he received the text from . 
 
   It took some time for the person to pick up . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin made use of the intermission and yelled . 
 
   “Catalogue . ”
 
   He opened up the catalogue he earned from clearing the dungeon . 
 
   Immediately, a catalogue appeared in his hands . 
 
   ‘Rare?’
 
   A catalogue beamed with silver light as soon as he opened it . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s hand stopped at one page . 
 
   [Bone Sword]
 Acquisition Requirement: Emissary of Underworld Acquisition Level: Must be level 20 or above Skill Effect: You can create a bone sword by sacrificing a monster’s bones 
   “Hello, I’m Kim Woo-jin . What did you want with me?”
 
   He talked to him while he checked the skill . 
 Are you ready to give a blow to the Skull Guild like as we discussed before? 
   Park Yong-wan was on the other end of the call . 
 
    
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Park Yong-wan’s mansion in Hannam-dong . 
 
   The luxurious interior was filled with expensive objects that made the mansion seem even more ridiculously luxurious . 
 
   In addition to works of art worth billions, there were also an unusual number of grand objects . However, Kim Woo-jin who visited there, did not have eyes that could appreciate fine art and priceless objects . 
 
   Instead, he slowly read the document he received . 
 
   Soon after reading the document to the last page, Kim Woo-jin put down the document on the table and spoke . 
 
   “To summarize, you want me to go into this 2 floor dungeon with the Skull Guild and kill the people they sent after me?”
 
   Park Yong-wan nodded at Kim Woo-jin’s words . 
 
   “To make it even shorter, we are just fishing . ”
 
   “What do we get from that?”
 
   “You shouldn’t try to catch a big fish from the beginning . Slowly throw some rice cake, take some time, and wait for big ones to bite . Moreover, you’re not trying to make the Skull Guild a target of social criticism right? Hmm? It’s about giving them a blow, isn’t it?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin did not answer . 
 
   Instead, he looked at the report while looking very stern . 
 
   “What’s that look for?”
 
   “It’s because I’m not happy about having my first 2 floor dungeon be so dangerous . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin spoke while looking at the first page of the report once again . 
 
   [Lizard Warrior Hunt]
 Dungeon Floor: 2 Floor Dungeon Difficulty: D+ Dungeon Capacity: 10 People Entry Condition: Must be below level 29 Clear Condition: Kill the lizard warrior! 
   While looking at the report, Kim Woo-jin’s expression grew more and more solemn . 
 
   “You have never fought against a lizardman before?”
 
   “Yes, never since I was born . However, I know that they are extremely annoying to hunt . Furthermore, it’s from a 2 floor dungeon, isn’t it? To be completely honest, I’m afraid to even enter a 2 floor dungeon . ”
 
   “I sense great fear in you . ”
 
   Although he said so, Park Yong-wan’s face was calm . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was right . 
 
   Even if his talent and ability were extraordinary, one needed an unusual amount of resolve and determination to enter a 2 floor dungeon without prior experience . 
 
   In fact, didn’t countless promising players fail to get over the wall that was the 2 floor dungeons and perish?
 
   “Asking me to put a monster I’ve never hunted before in the front while having players who wants to kill me behind is…”
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t just going in the dungeon to clear it . 
 
   Park Yong-wan would not have used him as bait to lure the Skull Guild if he was insistent on entering the 2 floor dungeon . 
 
   In other words, Park Yong-wan had expected such a reaction from Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “So, you’re saying that if I plant you with the confidence to kill a lizardman, you would accept my proposal?
 
   Of course, he had prepared countermeasures against Kim Woo-jin’s reaction . 
 
   “Possibly?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked surprised . 
 
   Park Yong-wan told Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “If you name the items you need, I will provide it to you . ”
 
   “When you said items I need…”
 
   “Any item that’s in my storage, you can even take a full set if you need it . ”
 
   It was a mind-blowing offer . 
 
   “Storage?”
 
   Park Yong-wan’s storage, who was one of the best players in Korea, was like a treasure trove . 
 
   “Frankly, at this point, I’ve earned enough money already so instead of selling, I keep all of my items . I’ll give you anything you want from them . A set of level 20 unique items will be prepared . Even the accessories will be included . ”
 
   He can get anything from there?
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   An offer he could not object to . 
 
   “Now there wouldn’t be any problem when clearing a mere 2 floor dungeon, would there?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s expression changed after hearing the proposal . 
 
   He also raised a question with a determined expression on his face . 
 
   “… So what’s the plan?”
 
   Park Yong-wan smiled and said . 
 
   “It’s similar to last time . I’m going to spill the news that you’re going into this dungeon . Instead, the only difference this time is that we’re going to put you in with some bodyguards . 
 
   “What will be the number of bodyguards?”
 
   “Five people . ”
 
   “Since it’s a ten man dungeon, it will be four to six including me . What will our chance of winning be?”
 
   “They are going to put pros on their side as well . ”
 
   “Pros?”
 
   “Yeah, the pros that hunt players . Namely the PK experts . ”
 
   With that statement, Park Yong-wan tossed a document like a boomerang to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   It contained the profiles of Kim Woo-jin’s bodyguards . 
 
   It was filled with people who had a respectable amount of experience and skills . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin did not have to read the document carefully . 
 
   ‘I know them . ’
 
   All the faces in the profiles were those that Kim Woo-jin had seen at least once . 
 
   ‘It looks like the Skull Guild really wants to kill me . ’
 
   From none other than Park Yi-yeon’s memory, that is . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had to fight alone against everything in the dungeon . 
 
   ‘Good . ’
 
   It was not too difficult . 
 
   “Okay . I’ll try . ”
 
   “All right . ”
 
   Jjag! Jjag!!
 
   Park Yong-wan lightly clapped . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin asked . 
 
   “So, how much will I get paid?”
 
   The question stopped Park Yong-wan’s applause . 
 
   “Pay?”
 
   “Reward for being the bait and risking my life . Don’t tell me you’re not going to have me play as bait for nothing?”
 
   Park Yong-wan looked at Kim Woo-jin for a moment with a blank expression on his face . 
 
   It was the first time for Park Yong-wan to be asked for money in a such an open manner . 
 
   “What an interesting friend . Really interesting . ”
 
   Then he said with a wry smile . 
 
   “Okay, I’ll give you a billion won if you return alive from this job . I will give it to you in cash on the spot as well . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin bowed after getting up from his seat . 
 
   “I’ll try my best to survive . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan had a wryer smile on his face than before . 
 
   “Then let’s move on to the storage . ”
 
   With that blow, Park Yong-wan no longer smiled . 
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   “We are here”
 
   Park Yong-wan’s item storage was located under his mansion . 
 
   A nuclear bomb shelter previously built by a chaebol was renovated into a warehouse by Park Yong wan . 
 
   Countless items were displayed in the warehouse . 
 
   ‘It’s just a storage . ’
 
   There were no legendary rank items . 
 
   He didn’t expect it in the first place . 
 
   The fact that the premises were sound was the clearest proof that there were no legendary items in the warehouse . 
 
   ‘I can probably only pick something I can wear . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was limited to choosing items that he could wear . 
 
   Park Yong-wan was only giving Kim Woo-jin items so that he could survive in the dungeon . He definitely wasn’t intending to give him free items for to take away like snacks . 
 
   ‘I guess I’ll just pick the most expensive ones I can find . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin planned to use the items like snacks, so he chose the most expensive items he could equip . 
 
   Weapon, armor, helmet, gloves, and boots; he chose them carefully . 
 
   “It looks like you really like expensive stuff . ”
 
   At the sight of such a thing, Park Yong-wan spoke in a slightly prickly voice . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin replied to the remark . 
 
   “They are expensive because they’re good . ”
 
   “I guess you have a point . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan, who replied back, was faintly frowning . 
 
   ‘Tsk’
 
   From Park Yong-wan’s perspective, this kind of situation was extremely unpleasant . 
 
   I mean, wasn’t it his money that Kim Woo-jin was spending?
 
   Nevertheless, there was one reason why he put up with it . 
 
   In order to exploit the Skull Guild’s weakness, there was no bait as effective as Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘In order to make the Skull Guild give in, this much of an investment is only natural . ’
 
   Park Yong-wan, of course, did not intend to wage a war with the Skull Guild . 
 
   ‘Who’s behind them?
 
   From the beginning, Park Yong-wan was not even sure who was sponsoring the Skull Guild . On the contrary, that was also the reason why Park Yong-wan was investing in Kim Woo-jin . Currently, Park Yong-wan had a very close relationship with the powerful people in Korea . 
 
   However, Park Yong-wan could not find who the sponsors of the Skull Guild were . 
 
   ‘They must backed by foreign powers . ’
 
   This meant it was likely that powers outside of Korea has invaded the country . 
 
   In order to negotiate with them, he needed to establish a connection . 
 
   Well, if I keep stabbing them, they’ll eventually come see me with their heads down . 
 
   Naturally, Park Yong-wan did not intend to negotiate on an equal footing . 
 
   Park Yong-wan used Kim Woo-jin to provoke the Skull Guild, ultimately leading to the Skull Guild’s surrender and their cooperation . 
 
   In other words, the more difficult of a situation of the Skull Guild was put in, the better it was for Park Yong-wan . 
 
   That was why he opened his storage to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘This is?
 
   And that was also why Kim Woo-jin was given a chance that he would never receive again in his lifetime . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s footsteps stopped at the corner where the accessories were collected . 
 
   His eyes laid on an ugly necklace inlaid with a black stone that was a size of a newborn’s fist . Kim Woo-jin grabbed the item in his hands . 
 
   [Cursed Stone Necklace]
 Item Rank: Unique Must be level 10 or higher to use 
    
    
 
    
   
 Item Description: Stone that is cursed by something . Contains a mysterious power within . When equipped, Mana +10 When equipped, Mana Regeneration increases by 10 percent . 
   Item option window appeared right away . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin did not put such options in his eyes . 
 
   ‘Is it a sealed item?
 
   The important thing for Kim Woo-jin was that the stone necklace may contain a sealed power of some kind . 
 
   It was as stated . 
 
   This rugged black stone contained the sealed power of some sort . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had no idea as to what sort it was . 
 
   ‘And it’s even a unique rank sealed item . ’
 
   The most important fact was that the item was a unique grade sealed item . This meant one would be able to obtain an item that was more valuable than a unique grade item . 
 
   Since the lowest rank one could obtain was that of a unique rating, it mean that one could expect something higher than that as well . 
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin took the necklace . 
 
   “That one has a bad option . ”
 
   Looking at Kim Woo-jin’s choice, Park Yong-wan gave a word of advice . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin replied to the advice . 
 
   “It’s because I don’t have enough mana . Especially, the Blood Sucking skill you gave me uses up way more mana than I expected . ”
 
   It was a flawless answer . 
 
   “Well, it’s good if you like it . ”
 
   ‘At least I saved some money . ’
 
   Most of all, from Park Yong-wan’s perspective, he was glad that Kim Woo-jin chose the cheapest accessory . 
 
   ‘Like I thought, Park Yong-wan doesn’t know it’s sealed . ’
 
   Park Yong-wan didn’t know it was sealed . 
 
   There was no way he could know . 
 
   Not only were there no signs that it was a sealed item, one had to find a suitable method to remove the seal . 
 
   ‘Well, it’s impossible to melt a unique ranked seal unless it’s something like the fluids of a golden dragon . ’
 
   Something like the gastric juice of a golden dragon . 
 
   It was after 2025 that Kim Woo-jin discovered the concept of sealed items . 
 
   “Are you done picking?”
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin didn’t have much to complain about . 
 
   “Yes, thank you very much . ”
 
   He just had to smile and express his sincere gratitude . 
 
    
 
   After the appearance of monsters, the businesses that collapsed the quickest was none other than golf courses . 
 
   With the possibility of monsters appearing at any time, there was no fool who would leisurely go outside to play golf . The further one was from the city, the worse the situation became . 
 
   The golf course in Gwangju, Gyeonggi Province faced the same situation . 
 
   A golf course whose membership cost was once over 100 million won and was filled with luxurious foreign cars whether it was on a weekend or a weekday, was now unmanaged and overgrown with weeds . 
 
   Visitors came to the golf course once again . 
 
   The parking lot was once again crowded with expensive foreign cars . 
 
   If you paid attention to the surroundings, you would have noticed that this place became a stage for players . Then a car appeared among the group of expensive foreign cars . 
 
   It was a light car with a dented bumper . 
 
   The owner of the car was obviously Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin appeared, charged in, and ignored the expensive foreign cars that surrounded the area . 
 
   But then Kim Woo-jin stopped in front of a car he remembered . 
 
   Of course, it wasn’t because the car he stopped next to was more expensive or rare than the cars he saw before . 
 
   ‘Lexus?’
 
   Five cars, which were parked in a row, were Lexus brands . 
 
   Even if all five of them were combined, it couldn’t be compared to the Bugatti that Kim Woo-jin almost smacked with his car door . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   There was some other reason for him to stop . 
 
   ‘Really amazing patriots have showed up . ’
 
   He only stopped due to the fact that he had a very good idea of who the owners of those vehicles were . 
 
   His steps quickened right away . 
 
   As soon as he entered the clubhouse, the guests who already arrived were gathered in a few places . 
 
   “A new member . ”
 
   Then one person raised his voice and approached Kim Woo-jin soon . 
 
   He was a friendly-looking man in his early 40s . 
 
   “Nice to meet you, I am Jung Hoon-young . Let’s finish the dungeon well . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled and shook his hand as Jung Hoon-young extended his hand . 
 
   “Yes, I look forward to working with you . ”
 
   It was not unusual . 
 
   It was rather common for guild members to greet each other ahead of the dungeon . 
 
   Such was the case . Preparing for a 2 floor dungeon was vastly different from preparing for a 1 floor dungeon . 
 
   Those with groundless confidence were already filtered out at this point . The people who survived such a filtering process were the only ones eligible to attack a 2 floor dungeon . 
 
   Those who were targeting a 2 floor dungeon had to have some common sense . 
 
   Just running around with one’s pride wouldn’t help extend one’s life . 
 
   Of course, the atmosphere was calm . 
 
   There were no instances of open hostility or aggression . 
 
   Rather, players gathered together to chat and familiarize themselves with one another . 
 
   “Have we met before?
 
   “No, I think this is our first time meeting each other . ”
 
   “Oh, I’m sorry . ”
 
   “No, no . I hear that often . ”
 
   For the first time, everyone started to familiarize themselves with one another and learn each other’s faces . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin held back while observing their interactions . 
 
   ‘They must be dying inside trying to act like they don’t know each other . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin barely managed to hold back his laughter in front of such a ridiculous performance .  
 
   There was no one here that they did not know . 
 
   Everyone was in leagues with one another, and what they were after was simple . 
 
   Eliminating Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   The Skull Guild drew their best cards for dealing with him . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin knew the reason why . 
 
   ‘That’s the price of touching a pupil of the God Archer . ’
 
   Park Yi-yeon and her death, a student of the God Archer, had definitely shaken not only the Skull Guild but also the Yamato Federation . 
 
   Furthermore, the Skull Guild must have deduced that there’s a strong individual behind Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   It was not just an issue of just killing Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   The reason they want to take me into a dungeon is so that they can torture me and get information . 
 
   It was more important for the Skull Guild to find out the details through Kim Woo-jin’s mouth . That was why this stage was set up . 
 
   This was the reason why the Skull Guild was willing to show their cards in order to hunt Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘When this is over, it will practically be a war against the Skull Guild . Then I guess I should try to make this as heated as possible . ’
 
   “Which way is the restroom?”
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin asked Jung Hoon-young where the restroom was . 
 
   “That way . ”
 
   “Thank you . ”
 
   As soon as he heard the directions, Kim Woo-jin left his seat and headed for the restroom . 
 
   Although the water was already cut off, it was better to urinate in there than on the street . 
 
   Behind him was Jung Hoon-young . He was following him . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Let’s go together . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded and the two of them went into the restroom together . 
 
   However, neither of them took care of their business . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin, right?”
 
   “Yes, you’re my escort, aren’t you?”
 
   “We should be called assassins rather than escorts . ”
 
   Jung Hoon-young’s eyes were indescribably sharp . 
 
   “We will speak in detail once we are in the dungeon, so let’s keep it brief . Your role is being the bait . Move by yourself . Then we’ll take care of everything and watch over you . If something really urgent happens, blow this whistle . ”
 
   With those words, Jung Hoon-young handed Kim Woo-jin a whistle that seemed to be made of some creature’s bones . 
 
   “Unless they are stupid, it is likely that the attack will take place on the second floor . So on the first floor, let’s just focus on clearing the dungeon . You should avoid contacting with us as much as possible . If they find out that we’re on the same team, they’ll confront us directly in an all-out fight . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin was handed a whistle . He tapped on his glabella while tightly holding onto the whistle . 
 
   Jung Hoon-young spoke with a stiff expression on his face . 
 
   “Are you worried?”
 
   “Umm… can I give up on this operation now?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin spoke pitifully . 
 
   In surprise, Jung Hoon-young asked . 
 
   “You want to give up?”
 
   Jung Hoon-young asked loudly, reflexively moving his hands to block his mouth . “Whoo…”
 
   Instead of answering him, Kim Woo-jin let out a long sigh . 
 
   It was not difficult to guess what that meant . 
 
   It would be weird for someone to be calm when asked to play the role of a bait in their first 2 floor dungeon with those who wanted to kill them . 
 
   ‘I’m screwed if this happens, huh?’
 
   On the contrary, it was a headache for Jung Hoon-young . 
 
   He had to get Kim Woo-jin into the dungeon gate no matter what . 
 
   ‘Damn, I already spent all the money I got from the Skull Guild on a building…”
 
   Otherwise, he would have to cough up the money he had already spent . 
 
   “You said you name was Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “It’s not as difficult as you think . It’s a 2 floor dungeon but it’s only a D+ rank dungeon . Honestly, although it’s a 2 floor dungeon, it’s laughable compared to the A- dungeon you have cleared . So there’s no reason to be scared . ”
 
   That’s why Jung Hoon-young persuaded Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Most importantly, what about the next time if you give up now? We have to take the first step at some point anyway . ”
 
   “But…”
 
   “Are there any other problems?”
 
   “I can’t die like this . At least not until I pay back my debts to those who have helped me . ”
 
   Debt . 
 
   The word flashed in Jung Hoon-young’s mind . 
 
   “I see that you are a very responsible friend . ”
 
   Jung Hoon-young continued . 
 
   “Then let’s do this . I’ll pay off your debts for you . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Kim Woo Jin acted surprised . 
 
   Jung Hoon-young spoke while smiling at him . 
 
   “Instead, you will owe me a debt . ”
 
   “Then…”
 
   “You will be going in the dungeon for my sake . Of course I will not force you . So how much is the debt?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin carefully stretched out three fingers
 
   “30 million won?”
 
   “No, it’s 300 million won . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “300 million?”
 
   It was an amount that was bigger than he had expected . 
 
   It was an extravagant amount . 
 
   ‘Gathering that much amount together right now is…’
 
   A normal person wouldn’t be able to collect such an amount of money right away, but for a player whose level was over 20, it was not too difficult to do if necessary . 
 
   ‘It’s not an unaffordable amount compared to the pay we’ve received for this . No, if we handle his items as stolen goods… there won’t be a loss . ’
 
   That’s why Jung Hoon-young was able to make a decision right away . 
 
   “Good, I can help out if it’s that much . ”
 
   “Tha, thank you . ”
 
   “Now then, is your problem gone?”
 
   After being asked again, Kim Woo-jin replied while looking impressed . 
 
   “Yes . ”
 
    
 
   “Excuse me, it looks like 300 million won was deposited into Kim Woo-jin’s private account . ” Oh Se-chan frowned after hearing his subordinate . 
 
   “300 million won? Damn, we shouldn’t have bought him that beef short rib soup . Next time he asks you to buy him a meal, buy him only udon . Just the basic one as well! Not even a single yubu or fishcakes! Also tell him to chug cold water if he’s thirsty!”
 
   “Um but…”
 
   “But what?”
 
   “But the deposit was from someone else’s account . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan tilted his head . 
 
   “Someone else?”
 
   “It’s from Jung Hoon-young’s credit account . ”
 
   “Jung Hoon-young? The PK specialist? Are you sure?”
 
   “Yes, it’s the account we made for him . ”
 
   “What the heck is Jung Hoon-young doing putting money from his credit account into Kim Woo-jin’s private account?”
 
   Oh Se-chan asked as if he had something in mind . 
 
   “Jung Hoon-yong recently did money laundering through us, right?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “Where was that money coming from?”
 
   “I was only from the Skull Guild . It’s been laundered multiple times, so I’m not sure about the details…”
 
   “So you’re saying that the person who got the money from the Skull Guild to kill Kim Woo-jin spent that money for Kim Woo-jin’s sake, right?”
 
   Only then did his subordinate seem to have realized something . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin is in a trap . ”
 
   There was no specific context, but it was clear that he was not Kim Woo-jin’s ally . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin is in danger . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan frowned after hearing his subordinate’s warning . 
 
   “What are you talking about?”
 
   “Isn’t it dangerous? Kim Woo-jin is trapped right now, isn’t he?”
 
   “How many people like Jung Hoon-young will it take to clear the 2 floor A- rank dungeon that Kim Woo-jin cleared in a week?”
 
   “I don’t know . Around thirty I suppose?”
 
   “The side who’s in danger is Jung Hoon-young’s side . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan closed his eyes . 
 
   ‘Kim Woo-jin has been attacked twice by the Skull Guild and has blocked both attempts . ”
 
   He figured out the relationship between Kim Woo-jin and the Skull Guild to a certain extent . 
 
   ‘In such a situation, if the third attack is completely blocked as well, then it will be like declaring war against the Skull Guild . ’
 
   He knew what would happen if Kim Woo-jin was able to stop the Skull Guild’s plans once again . And now, Oh Se-chan could also see what kind of signal Kim Woo-jin was sending him . 
 
   ‘The enemy of my enemy can be a friend . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan smiled . 
 
   “After checking Kim Woo-jin’s location, send someone there . Send a bottle of champagne . ”
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   As soon as they entered the dungeon, a new notification rang in the players’ ears simultaneously .  
 
   A light silence permeated the area .  
 
   “The clear condition is revealed . ” 
 
   It was Jung Hoon-young who broke the silence .  
 
   Wearing armor made of black leather and carrying a huge shield on his back like a backpack, he spoke to the crowd .  
 
   “Since the condition for this floor is not difficult, let’s move separately on the first floor . But if you find the goblin, don’t fight it by yourselves and be sure to alert everyone . ” 
 
   There was no response .  
 
   It was because the plan was already agreed upon in advance .  
 
   Jung Hoon-young continued speaking to his party members without waiting for an answer . “Alright, let’s get to work!” 
 
   “Woaa!”
 
   “Ye-ap!” 
 
   Following Jung Hoon-young, his colleagues threw themselves through the thick forest with eager cries .  
 
   Without saying a word, the other party left toward the direction was opposite to where Jung Hoon-young’s party decided to explore . 
 
   The only one left standing now was Kim Woo-jin .  
 
   He was sitting down alone, unmoving .  
 
   He was recalling the conversation he had with Jung Hoon-young in the bathroom .  
 
   ‘The battle on the 2nd floor . ’ 
 
   Jung Hoon-young told him his plan in the bathroom .  
 
   We will behave normally on the 1st floor and get rid of the Skull Guild members who are hiding their identities as soon as we arrive on the 2nd floor .  
 
   The reason for his plan was not explained .  
 
   However, that wasn’t unusual . Does a bodyguard ever explain why they are guarding a person in a certain way? 
 
   Moreover, there was no need to explain why .  
 
   ‘Tight on time . ’
 
    Kim Woo-jin knew the reason .  
 
   ‘Even if it’s a D+ rank dungeon, 2 floors are still 2 floors . ’
 
   Park Yi-yeon’s memory enabled him to find out how many times he had already made deals with the Skull Guild . He knew Hoon-young was a major customer of the Skull Guild and how to gauge their levels of competence .  
 
   At the same time, he could also figure out how skilled the assassins from the Skull Guild were . 
 
   ‘They can definitely clear this dungeon as nine people without me . ’ 
 
   Unless Park Yi-yeon remembered their abilities incorrectly, it was no problem for the nine of them to clear this dungeon .  
 
   ‘Especially person named Matsumoto, his skill is not normal . ’ 
 
   One of the assassins sent by the Skull Guild named Matsumoto was very skilled .  
 
   ‘A holy guardian of light…’
 
   For he was carrying the same halo that made Lee Se-joon a hero .  
 
   Skilled people like them had no problems clearing a mere 2 floor dungeon . 
 
   ‘But it would be troublesome for them if I ran around . ’ 
 
   However, if Kim Woo-jin acted as a variable, the situation would certainly change .  
 
   For example, if Kim Woo-jin ran away on the 1st floor .  
 
   Or if there were problems while hunting Kim Woo-jin, resulting in more than two casualties .  
 
   In that case, even if the floor was cleared, they would have to face greater danger on the next floor .  
 
   Above all, Kim Woo-jin had the experience of surviving an assassination sent by the Skull Guild .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘They most likely don’t have something like the Anubis’ eyes, so they would probably want to keep me alive if possible . ’ 
 
   From the Skull Guild’s side, Kim Woo-jin could not be underestimated even if they wanted to look down on him . And most importantly, they needed him alive in order to extract information from him . ’
 
   After taking such restrictions into account, it made it much harder for them to hunt Kim Woo-jin .  
 
   ‘In such a situation, the best strategy for them is to clear the 1st floor quietly then move onto the 2nd floor . ’ Avoiding as many issues as possible on the 1st floor . 
 
   In other words, on the 1st floor, they will act as hunters who are watching over their game .  
 
   They won’t care if their prey eats grass, drinks water, or whatever .  
 
   ‘They’ll just watch over me on the 1st floor no matter what I do . ’
 
   Of course, they wouldn’t mind Kim Woo-jin accumulating bodies of orcs that will become Kim Woo-jin ‘s blood, weapons, and soldiers .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin got up from his seat when he arrived at this conclusion . 
 
   Jung Hoon-young, who was a level 29 player, was undeniably a strong expert .  
 
   With Undying Fighter as his halo, his fighting skills, judgement skills, and even his leadership skills were outstanding,
 
   And he was also an excellent planner . 
 
   “So how is he?” 
 
   “He’s constantly hunting the orcs . He’s very skilled . A meticulous guy, good at kiting after poisoning them with his Blood Poisoning and setting up traps . 
 
   “Anything unusual?”
 
   “Not really . He’s just hunting . The only thing special about him is how he’s treating the corpses separately . Well, it’s a sensible thing to do . ”
 
   “But keep an eye on him just in case . Get a clear picture of his behavioral patterns and abilities . That’s how we can catch him without complications . ”
 
   That was why Jung Hoon-young was not escorting Kim Woo-jin but hunting him .  
 
   “Aren’t you too worried?”
 
   “Yeah, honestly, isn’t it as easy as lying down and eating rice cake? The assassins and the guards are on the same side . Realistically, it’s already game over for him . Although we can’t do anything about getting a mission failure on our record . ”
 
   As mentioned earlier, Jung Hoon-young’s skills were real .  
 
   He was a real skilled expert who wouldn’t be affected by a little scratch on his record .  
 
   “Easy work and we earn one billion won per person… it feels like we’re making money too easily . ” From his perspective, there was no reason for him to refuse a huge amount of money in return for his failure .  
 
   As his subordinate said earlier, this was a game that was virtually over when his group betrayed Kim Woo-jin .  
 
   “The Skull Guild is always generous with their money . ” 
 
   “I don’t understand where all of their money comes from . ” 
 
   Furthermore, it was not the first time that he made a deal with the Skull Guild .  
 
   However, he never figured it out . That’s how professional they were .  
 
   There was no problem with letting go of their focus by just a little bit .  
 
   “Don’t release your concentration . ”
 
   However, Jung Hoon-young tightened the rope around his concentration .  
 
   “The Skull Guild isn’t stupid, they wouldn’t have spent so much money on an easy job . I’m sure that guy named Kim Woo-jin has something up his sleeves . ” 
 
   That was why Jung Hoon-young was a real expert .  
 
   “So first of all, we need to figure out all we can about him . ”
 
   Jung Hoon-young spoke while looking at the male subordinate who was right next to him .  
 
   “I always emphasize it but don’t hunt when the prey is on high alert . Go for the kill when it’s unaware and has its guard down . ” 
 
   With these instructions, Jung Hoon-young slowly looked around .  
 
   “Isn’t it time to switch?”” 
 
   A woman wearing a lightweight leather armor and a bird feather cap nodded .  
 
   “Yeah it is . It’s about time to switch but he’s not here yet . ”
 
   Everyone temporarily became silent due to the fact that the observer they sent to monitor Kim Woo-jin did not come back .  
 
   There was tension in the air .  
 
   It was evident how everyone here knew the importance of punctuality during surveillance .  
 
   “Shall I go?” 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The female player raised her hand . 
 
   Seeing that, Jung Hoon-young said .  
 
   “No, we’ll all move together . ”
 
    
 
   Kururu!
 
   Inside the thick forest, an orc was moving around .  
 
   Keuaa! 
 
   The orc’s movements became very rough and alert .  
 
   It was evident that the orc noticed the scent of blood, a very freshly spilled blood .  
 
   Simultaneously, there were signs that the orc was hungrier than ever before .  
 
   Krrr! 
 
   A piece of food that was constantly emitting the scent of blood appeared in front of its eyes . 
 
   A player was shaking on the floor, bleeding .  
 
   Keuaaa! 
 
   Orcs started running towards the food that was literally prepared on a table for them to eat .  
 
   It was at that moment .  
 
   A player appeared out of nowhere hit the orc’s head with the huge hammer in his hands .  
 
   Puukk!
 
   Along with the sound of something hard breaking, the orc fell to the ground .  
 
   It was an attack that was sufficient to kill a normal person . 
 
   Keukkk! 
 
   However, the fallen orc moved its body while trying to get up rather than dying .  
 
   Krrr! 
 
   Unfortunately, its skull was broken and the damage had reached its brain, severely damaging its senses, in particular its sense of balance .  
 
   Puak! 
 
   Once again, the orc fell while trying to rise from the ground .  
 
   The player with the hammer swung at the orc’s head once more .  
 
   Puukk!
 
   The sound of its skull breaking repeatedly rang . 
 
   At that moment, Jung Hoon-young, who was holding a hammer, shouted .  
 
   “Check the condition of Jin-wuk!” 
 
   An ironclad man immediately approached the fallen player .  
 
   The man had a wooden bottle on his left and a white light shined on his right hand, which meant he had activated his healing skill .  
 
   It signified that he was a healer and that was why he wore an ironclad armor .  
 
   Wasn’t it common sense to give the physically weak healer stronger defensive equipment when mobility was not important?
 
   “Two!”
 
   Meanwhile, Jung Hoon-young called the remaining two subordinates .  
 
   Two quickly showed up .  
 
   Puukk!
 
   Jung Hoon-young shouted at the two as he struck his hammer at the orc’s head once again . “Look over the perimeter!” 
 
   Hearing this order, two subordinates went to observe the area while holding their weapons .  
 
   Jung Hoon-young also stopped paying attention the orc and began to surveil the area . 
 
   ‘What could it be?’ 
 
   At this moment, Jung Hoon-young’s eyes were sharp enough to remind one of a beast .  
 
   It was understandable .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Having his search party attacked was same as having his eyes gouged .  
 
   Furthermore, aiming for one’s eyes required competence . 
 
   It was evidence that the enemy had both intelligence and ability .  
 
   ‘Who?’
 
   Then who exactly was the enemy? 
 
   Here, Jung Hoon-young did not jump to conclusions on who the enemy was .  
 
   But then Jung Hoon-young heard a voice behind him .  
 
   “Aaahh!” 
 
   It was a scream from the healer who ran to heal his fallen ally . 
 
   When Jung Hoon-young turned his head in response to the sound, he could see two skeletal orcs with terrifying bone swords in their hands . They stabbed Lee Il-sung along with Kim Jin Wuk, whose neck had been cut off .  
 
   ‘Trap!’
 
   It was a situation where their enemies used their colleague to lay a trap for the healer . 
 
   “Enemies!”
 
   “Skeletons!” 
 
   Then two subordinates who were surveilling the area announced the arrival of the enemy .  
 
   Jung Hoon-young turned around once again .  
 
   Then he saw a group of skeletons already surrounding him .  
 
   There were seven skeletons with completely black bones and every one of them held a sword made of bones coated with crimson blood in their hands .  
 
   At such a scene, Jung Hoon-young shouted . 
 
   “Grou… . ”
 
   Group up! 
 
   He tried to shout that order . 
 
   Puhwat!
 
   If Kim Woo-jin, who was hiding in the ground had not approached him from the behind and cut his neck with the dagger in his hand, he could surely have shouted so .  
 
   Huheop! 
 
   Jung Hoon-young let out a sound while trying to gasp for air .  
 
   [You Are Under the Effect of Blood Poisoning]
 
    
 
   Jung Hoon-young’s ears received a frightening notification .  
 
   However, Jung Hoon-young had no time to consider that notification . 
 
   Puk! 
 
   It was because Kim Woo-jin brutally thrusted his sword into Jung Hoon-young’s neck .  
 
   Tukk! 
 
   Jung Hoon-young collapsed just like that .  
 
   “Aaahh!” 
 
   The healer Lee Il-sung, who was attacked by the two skeleton soldiers then collapsed due to the accumulation of wounds that could no longer be treated .  
 
   One of the skeleton soldiers turned its body toward another prey as if it were no longer interested in Lee Il-sung . 
 
   “Uh, uh!”
 
   “Hyung!”
 
   The remaining two people were appalled and gazed at the scene .  
 
   ‘Uh, what do we do?’
 
   ‘Wha, what’s happening?’ 
 
   When their eyes turned toward Kim Woo-jin, their hearts were filled with dread . 
 
    
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The first thing that players who joined the Messiah Guild learned was a word of warning .  
 
   “Don’t trust anyone except our guild members from now on . Especially inside a dungeon . ” An advice not to trust anyone other than their fellow Messiah Guild players was due to Messiah Guild’s position in the world as the enemy of most players .  
 
   Even in the Messiah Guild, Kim Woo-jin only handled the most difficult tasks . 
 
   He encountered many people who approached him with good intentions but later changed their faces and showed hostility once inside the dungeon .  
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin was an expert on dealing with such people .  
 
   It was important to stab em in the back before being betrayed .  
 
   That’s why he dealt with Jung Hoon-young’s party first .  
 
   Since they had to forcefully be kind and loosen their vigilance in order to strike Kim Woo-jin in the back . And now it was over .  
 
   Puk! 
 
   The last survivor of Jung Hoon-young’s party was killed by a skeleton soldier’s sword . 
 
   [Skeleton Soldier Has Achieved 3 Kills . All of its Stats Increase By 9 Percent Due to the Effect of Ruler of the Battlefield . ]
 
    
 
   Their end was clearly notified through Kim’ Woo-jin’s ears . 
 
   As soon as Kim Woo-jin heard the notification, he approached the dead and met their eyes .  
 
   [Eyes of Anubis Are Opening . ] 
 
    
 
   The black eyes began to read their memories .  
 
   He started searching for what they were intending to do to him, what kind of relationship they had with the Skull Guild, and if they had connections to the Messiah Guild .  
 
   He figured out how they handled the money they saved from committing illegal acts .  
 
   That was all . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was unemotional during this process .  
 We have to catch him alive? It looks like they are going to torture him . Ku! He’s going to die after a hard time .   What an unlucky guy! After being betrayed and then killed, he won’t be able to close his eyes properly . Anyway, I was thinking about buying a watch when the money arrives, what kind of watch should I buy? 
   Even at the moment, when Kim Woo-jin saw how they talked about betraying him as if he were a snack one might have with a drink, he didn’t show any particular emotions . 
 
   It was the same even when his eyes met with the dead Jung Hoon-young .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t pay attention to the plans they had for him .  
 So you’re saying that if we betray the person we’re supposed to guard for Park Yong-wan, you’re going to give us five billion won?  That’s right .   Fve billion won for just stabbing a player in the back… Is the amount too low?  No, not at all . I will take this kind of job with pleasure .   Thank you as always . Mr . Kim Je-hoon . 
   One thing in particular attracted Kim Woo-jin’s attention .  
 
   ‘Kim Je-hoon’
 
   The name of a colleague he recognized from the Messiah Guild appeared .  
 
   ‘I finally found a tail that I could catch . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin raised his head .  
 
   Now, Kim Woo-jin, whose eyes returned to normal, headed somewhere .  
 
   Momentarily, where Kim Woo-jin stopped walking, a goblin was hanging from a tree like a corpse .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin threw one of his throwing knives at the goblin .  
 
   Puk! 
 
   The flying knife cut off the lifeline of the hanging goblin .  
 
   [You Have Eliminated the Hidden Goblin . ] 
 
    
 
   [The 1st Floor Dungeon Has Been Cleared . You Will Now Move Onto to the 2nd floor . ]
 
    
 
    Kim Woo-jin had no intention of stopping his hunt here . 
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   Most lizardmen are unarmed .  
 
   They do not wear armor, helmets, nor weapons .  
 
   This reason for this was two-fold .  
 
   For lizardmen who live in swamps or water, armor or weapons were obstacles in their daily lives .  
 
   Even an unarmed lizardman was strong enough to kill an orc equipped with armor and weapons . 
 
   Of course, it wasn’t because they couldn’t wear them .  
 
   If they wanted to wear armor, they could wear it . If they wanted to wield a sword, they could wield that as well .  
 
   Naturally, the combat ability of an armed lizardman couldn’t be compared to an unarmed one . 
 
   Kaa! 
 
   That’s how a lizard warrior became the boss monster of this 2 floor dungeon .  
 
   “Arrg!” 
 
   At this moment, that lizard warrior was in battle with none other than the players sent from the Skull Guild to kill Kim Woo-jin! 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was watching from a distance while pulling on a bow, unsurprised .  
 
   “As expected . ”
 
   Rather, the scene was as Kim Woo-jin expected to see .  
 
   It was also something he intended .  
 
   ‘They have no choice but to take out Plan B when they get sent to the 2nd floor unexpectedly . ’ 
 
   Kim Woo-jin swiftly completed the condition for clearing the 1st floor dungeon after taking care of Jung Hoon-young’s team .  
 
   He killed the hidden goblin he had captured and unexpectedly switched the stage to the 2nd floor . There were two benefits that came from this . 
 
   ‘They won’t know how skilled I am until they find me . ’ 
 
   One of them was that he could hide his skills .  
 
   If he remained on the 1st floor, there was a high probability that his abilities would have been revealed, even if he tried his best to hide them . 
 
   ‘And I’m sure they will imagine the worst case scenario . ’ 
 
   The second benefit was that the Skull Guild would try to imagine the worst possible situation in their minds .  
 
   ‘Since it’s not unusual for a traitor to betray again . ’ 
 
   For example, a situation where Jung Hoon-young did not betray Kim Woo-jin but betrayed them instead .  
 
   In other words, from the Skull Guild’s standpoint, they couldn’t help but think about the possibility of  Jung Hoon-young and Kim Woo-jin being on the same side . 
 
   A lack of information, a sudden change in circumstances, and the possibility of the worst-case scenario… due to such disadvantageous factors, their top priority could only be to leave this place alive . 
 
   And to do that, they had to kill the lizard warrior .  
 
   ‘Three people . ’ 
 
   Three people from there Skull Guild were now fighting with the lizard warrior .  
 
   ‘The other one’s probably in the back . ’ 
 
   And that was why Kim Woo-jin quickly turned around .  
 
   Sss! 
 
   Something sharp flew toward Kim Woo-jin .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin lowered his posture in order to dodge it and immediately fired his bow toward that direction .  
 
   Ting! 
 
   The arrow that flowing toward Kim Woo-jin created a sound as if it were blocked by a hard object .  
 
   That was it . 
 
   There were no notifications indicating that the target had been affected by his blood poisoning . 
 
   It was not difficult to ascertain why it didn’t work .  
 
   Since the man in front of him, who looked like he was in his early 30s, used the thick gloves he wore to protect himself from the arrow .  
 
   Naoki Matsumoto, the assassin who flew from Japan to make sure Kim Woo-jin dies .  
 
   Such a man appeared in front of Kim Woo-jin .  
 
   In other words, the Skull Guild also predicted how Kim Woo-jin would behave .  
 
   They knew that Kim Woo-jin would try to go for them once he knew they switched to Plan B and tried to kill the lizard warrior .  
 
   They tried to capture both of them at the same time . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “I’ve got you now, you fucking rat!” 
 
   Their targets were in front of them .  
 
   Of course, Naoki Matsumoto did not hesitate to rush toward Kim Woo-jin .  
 
   Siig! 
 
   Naoki Matsumoto, who was running toward him, swung his sword while still in the distance . 
 
   Slashing from below to above, a crescent-shaped sword energy was released from a Japanese sword . 
 
   ‘It’s Crescent Sword . ’ 
 
   Crescent Sword(閃劍)!
 
   At the sudden attack created by the skill only available to a Holy Guardian of Light, Kim Woo-jin threw his body sideways .  
 
   Seuguk! 
 
   Then a thick tree behind Kim Woo-jin was cut in half instead of him .  
 
   But there was no time for him to be surprised .  
 
   After narrowing the distance while Kim Woo-jin wasted his time trying to avoid the crescent sword skill, Naoki Matsumoto swung downward with his sword . 
 
   Even if Kim Woo-jin dodged backwards, he would use his crescent sword once again .  
 
   Damage would be unavoidable .  
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin ran toward Naoki Matsumoto .  
 
   Before the sword hit his body, he tackled him .  
 
   Kuang!
 
   Kim Woo-jin and Naoki Matsumoto collided and began rolling on the ground .  
 
   Then they pushed each other away as if they had a previous agreement, and the two faced each other again after separating .  
 
   Surug! 
 
   Kim Woo-jin pulled out the scimitar hanging on his back .  
 
   The confrontation resumed .  
 
   They gazed at each other .  
 
   “Damn you fucking Korean bastard . ”
 
   Then Naoki Matsumoto vented his anger at Kim Woo-jin in Japanese without hesitation .  
 
   “I will dig out your eyes while you’re still alive, cut off your ears, and soothe the souls of my dead comrades . Then after getting you to spill everything you know, I’ll cut off your tongue . ”
 
   It was a terrifying statement .  
 
   However, it wasn’t meant to be a provocation for Kim Woo-jin .  
 
   For it wouldn’t be much of a provocation since he didn’t think Kim Woo-jin knew Japanese .  
 
   It was more accurate to say that he was merely venting out the anger in his chest . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin knew Japanese .  
 
   Not only Japanese but Kim Woo-jin was also proficient in languages of various countries when it came to listening .  
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin did not want to talk to the other person just because he knew Japanese . ‘He’s a bastard with a shitty personality unlike in Park Yi-yeon’s memories . Did he act like a gentleman in front of Park Yi-yeon?’ 
 
   Instead, he hunted .  
 
   Such a man was more vulnerable to provocation .  
 
   The usual procedure to distract the prey was to provoke them .  
 
   He didn’t need words .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin held his middle left finger firmly toward Naoki Matsumoto and beckoned him to come .  
 
   The provocation made Matsumoto Naoki’s face under the helmet extremely ugly .  
 
   Seeing his provocation, he immediately rushed toward Kim Woo-jin .  
 
   ‘I will kill you!’ 
 
   Inside Naoki Matsumoto’s head, who was charging towards Kim Woo-jin, ‘defeat’ did not exist . 
 
   The Holy Guardian of Light, a halo that was better than all other halos . As someone who carried such a halo, he couldn’t imagine himself losing a one-on-one battle against Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘The fact that people who have the Holy Guardian of Light as their halo are overflowing with pride is the same even if they are low level or high level . ’ 
 
   Kim Woo-jin did not back down either .  
 
   He also charged forward .  
 
   The distance between the two narrowed in an instant and their swords clashed for a moment! 
 
   The scimitar and the Japanese sword clanked, reverberating with sounds of vibrating steel .  
 
   Puhu! 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin vomited what was in his mouth .  
 
   What he vomited was none other than his blood . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s blood, which was released by biting off flesh in his mouth, soaked Naoki Matsumoto’s face .  
 
   [You Are Under the Effect of Blood Poisoning . ]
 
    
 
   “Keuk!”
 
   Matsumoto Naoki groaned . 
 
   But he did not close his eyes .  
 
   With bloodshot eyes flared up due to Kim Woo-jin’s blood, he put more strength in his sword to break the deadlock with Kim Woo-jin .  
 
   He intended to beat Kim Woo-jin by force .  
 
   Kkigigik! 
 
   The swords in their hands screeched due to the contest of power .  
 
   But the power struggle didn’t last long .  
 
   Immediately one side began to lose ground .  
 
   ‘Th, this is…’ 
 
   Naoki Matsumoto, he was pushed back by Kim Woo-jin .  
 
   This was why Kim Woo-jin invested all of his stats into constitution so far .  
 
   No matter how much a rat tries, it can’t catch a lion .  
 
   At that moment, the confrontation was virtually over .  
 
   “Keuuuu!” 
 
   The only thing Naoki Matsumoto could do now was to struggle .  
 
   No, he was not even allowed to struggle .  
 
   ‘First I have to escape the deadlock…’ 
 
   As soon as Naoki Matsumoto stepped back to escape from the deadlock with Kim Woo-jin, Kim Woo-jin noticed his movements and matched his direction .  
 
   When Naoki Matsumoto moved his legs to take a step backward, Kim Woo-jin kicked his stomach .  
 
   Koong! 
 
   Matsumoto Naoki fell right back .  
 
   And he swung down his scimitar between Naoki Matsumoto’s eyes . 
 
   Ppagik! 
 
   With a gruesome sound, Naoki Matsumoto’s body went limp . 
 
   [Emissary of the Underworld Applauses Your Performance] [Emissary of the Underworld Sends Some of His Power . ] [Skill Rank of Blood Poisoning Increases By One Step . ]
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin received a round of applause from his halo . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin never basked in glory or appreciated a fight .  
 
   Since it was just hunting in the first place .  
 
   No predator will feel appreciation for the fate of its prey after a hard hunt .  
 
   Such was the case for Kim Woo-jin .  
 
   Like all hunting dogs, the only thing he had in mind was to get what he wanted from his prey . 
 
   [Anubis’ Eyes Are Opening . ] 
 
    
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes turned black .  
 
   In a moment, he read the memories of Naoki Matsumoto .  
 Matsumoto, the future of Japan lies on your shoulders .   Your ability could lay the foundations of a great empire .   Times have changed . It’s a period where we need the samurais once again . A samurai like you . 
   There were many familiar faces .  
 
   Within his memories, Naoki Matsumoto had many faces that Kim Woo-jin recognized .  
 
   Most of them were memorable faces because they belonged to his prey .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s memory was not good enough to remember someone that wasn’t his prey .  
 
   It was also evidence telling Kim Woo-jin, who was pulling their tails, that he arrived at the body .  
 
   In other words, he no longer had to search for their tails and did not need to get a sense of them .  
 
   ‘Now I have to change my methodology . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   He changed his hunting method .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who read the necessary memories, took his eyes off of Naoki Matsumoto . Kim Woo-jin’s eyes immediately turned to Naoki Matsumoto’s sword .  
 
   As soon as he grabbed the sword, he could see the attributes of the sword .  
 
   [A Sword Made From the Shell of an Iron Turtle]
 Item Rank: Unique Physical Attack: 109 Must be higher than level 20 to use Item Description: A Sword made from the shell of an iron turtle by smelting it . It doesn’t break easily . When equipped, Constitution +11 When attacking, basic damage increases by 20 percent . 
   Iron Turtle . 
 
   As a boss monster that only appeared on 3floor dungeons and above, items made from melting its shell became a unique item higher than level 20 without exception .  
 
   It’s existence literally was a mass of unique items .  
 
   Its value was enormous and the biggest advantage was not the quality items themselves but the fact the attributes of the items stayed the same even if the shapes were changed . 
 
   A favorite item among brokers who handled stolen goods . Therefore, the market price for such items were much higher .  
 
   However, what intrigued Kim Woo-jin’s was not the price of the item .  
 It’s the sword that Master Swordsman used . Wield it with care .   
   What came to mind was a player’s nickname ‘Master Swordsman’ that was mentioned in Naoki Matsumoto’s memory .   
 
   ‘Master Swordsman…’
 
   Master Swordsman . 
 
   The strongest player born in Japan, who had the same halo, Holy Guardian of Light, as Messiah Lee Se-joon .  
 
   At this time, he was an internationally recognized player that was shaking the world .  
 
   ‘An unforgettable face . ’ 
 
   He was also the person that made hunting dog Kim Woo-jin famous . 
 
   ‘If it is Master Swordsman’s weapon, it’s more than enough to scratch the nerves of the Yamato Federation . 
 
   After a few moments, Kim Woo-jin took the rest of the items .  
 
   He stowed away the ring, necklace, helmet, and armor . He put all of them in his inventory .  
 
   The only thing he did not store away was his sword . 
 
   After walking for a while, he heard a sound . 
 
   Kayaa! 
 
   “Damn it!” 
 
   And when he arrived at the source of the sound, players and the lizard warrior, who were fighting against each other until a short while ago, were now facing against a black-boned orc skeleton and 4 lizardman skeletons . 
 
   Puk! 
 
   And one other skeleton soldier was shooting the two fallen players to ensure their deaths . 
 
   “You, you are!” 
 
   At that moment, the person who discovered Kim Woo-jin’s presence shouted in amazement .  
 
   “Ha, how?”
 
   He couldn’t help but be startled . 
 
   ‘Ma, Mr . Matsumoto was beaten? No, it can’t be! To think that a mere person like him defeated Mr . Matsumoto who is an heir to Master Swordsman…’
 
   It was because it was Naoki Matsumoto who went to capture Kim Woo-jin, an expert capable of killing anyone below level 30 . 
 
   Instead of answering him, Kim Woo-jin drew his bow .  
 
   Like how an archery athlete would aim his bow at a target, he aimed his bow at the player .  
 
   The player’s face, which had been tarnished with terror due to Kim Woo-jin’s appearance, turned completely white .  
 
   “No, no… !” 
 
   As soon as the cry ended, Kim Woo-jin let go of the bowstring and the arrow flew straight toward the player’s face . 
 
   As expected, the player lifted his arm to block the attack .  
 
   The problem was what came afterwards .  
 
   Tteolgeuleog! Tteolgeuleog!
 
   The skeleton soldiers, who saw an opening, threw themselves at him without hesitation .  
 
   They thrust their swords into a crevice in the broken armor that was created by the repeated skirmishes from earlier . 
 
   [You Have Been Affected By Blood Poisoning . ]
 
    
 
   “Keuk!”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Blood spilled .  
 
   Kayaa! 
 
   Faced with such a situation, the lizard warrior also let out a terrified shriek .  
 
   And Kim Woo-jin aimed his bow at the lizard warrior . 
 
   A man appeared in the midst of an abandoned golf courses .  
 
   The dungeon, which had made the golf course even more desolate after it was abandoned, was cleared .  
 
   “It’s cleared!”
 
   “Dungeon clear!” 
 
   And it was also time for people to return to their homes from this pitiful place . 
 
   “Woaahhh!” 
 
   Everyone cheered .  
 
   An employee of the dungeon management team was waiting, and approached the player with a welcoming smile .  
 
   “Thank you, Mr . Kim Woo-jin . Please tell me if you need anything . ” 
 
   The employee of the management team treated the player very respectfully .  
 
   A player who cleared a 1 floor dungeon and a player who cleared a 2 floor dungeon were as far apart from each other as amateur and professional baseball players, this was why he was being so respectful .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin told the courteous employee . 
 
   “Let me tell you something important first . Everyone except me are dead . ”
 
   “What?” 
 
   “Everyone got wiped out except me . I’ll tell you more about it after I take a break . ”
 
   “Wha, what do you mean…” 
 
   Hearing this unexpected news, the management team employee made a surprised expression .  
 
   And as soon as he began to understand the situation, his face turned white .  
 
   “Oh my god . ” 
 
   Only one out of ten players survived . Nine players who had the skill to clear 2 floor dungeons died . Such a result overshadowed the dungeon clear itself .  
 
   The dungeon management team employee turned deathly pale .  
 
   Putting the management team behind him, Kim Woo-jin immediately moved to the clubhouse . Kim Woo-jin’s steps were more deliberate than usual . 
 
   Before long, Kim Woo-jin arrived at the club house and headed to the VIP room, which had been prepared for the players after clearing the dungeon .  
 
   Unlike the abandoned ruins, food, drinks and even champagne were prepared . Kim Woo-jin stood in front of the safe and opened the one on the far right .   
 
   Kim Woo-jin took out a flip phone from the safe filled with Kim Woo-jin’s personal belongings .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin took out the phone and dialed a number .  
 
   Piik! Piik!
 
   Unlike a smartphone, the sound of a button being pressed reverberated around the quiet interior of the room .  
 
   Cheobeogcheobeog! 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s footsteps followed the sound, filling the interior .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s footsteps stopped in front of a TV set he thought was there as a decoration .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked at the TV .  
 
   “It’s me . ” 
 
   At that moment, the call started .  
 
   “Yes, it’s all been taken care of . Yes, that’s right . ” 
 
   Kim Woo-jin continued speaking as he lightly leaned against the TV .  
 
   “It was as expected of Mr . Park Yong-wan . The Yamato Federation seem to be borrowing the Skull Guild’s name . Since the assassins who were after me had an item belonging to Master Swordsman . We couldn’t find anything else . However, if we keep knocking on the Skull Guild, I’m sure that we will get results . ” 
 
   Kim Woo-jin remembered something from the Skull Guild as he was speaking .  
 Inside of the TV in the VIP room, a bug has been installed . It’s being recorded live, so if it’s urgent, you can use it to ask for a rescue request .   Although I don’t think an expert like Mr . Matsumoto would need to use it .   
   Matsumoto . Kim Woo-jin, who recalled his memory, had a sardonic smile .  
 
   ‘Park Yong-wan, I will make it so that you’ll become the person who saved the country from Japan . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin, he finally set up a big match .  
 
   A big match where neither side can finish without one of them dying! 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin did not forget .  
 
   “I think we can do it if Mr . Je-hoon tries hard one more time . ”
 
   While the big match is going on, he will make his prey come out to the hunting field . 
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   Messiah Guild has always focused on one purpose .  
 
   That they will finish the game and save the world .  
 
   The nobility in their purpose was undeniable, at least for humans .  
 
   Naturally, cheering and applause poured out toward the Messiah Guild who wanted to achieve such a goal .  
 
   ‘But the Messiah guild is not a kind guild . ’ 
 
   However, it wasn’t enough for them to just be a role model and to get parents to teach their child to be like them .  
 
   ‘Since if it really was a nice guild, they wouldn’t have had someone like me . ’ 
 
   The existence of a hunting dog, Kim Woo-jin, was enough evidence .  
 
   He could be the more brutal, violent, and cruel than any other player if it meant achieving his goal .  
 
   So Messiah Guild accepted him and saw him as the most reliable ally, a person that they could learn from .  
 
   That was the real Messiah Guild .  
 
   People who would do anything to achieve the “noble” purposes they sought . 
 
   ‘Nevertheless, there should be more people like me in there . The only thing is that I don’t know who it is . ’ 
 
   Of course, there were many people in the Messiah Guild like Kim Woo-jin .  
 
   Munch! 
 
   There were plenty of hunting dogs that charged straight in when an order was given; without looking back, without asking questions .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin brought Park Yong-wan before these people .  
 
   ‘The person who played the role of a bridge in helping Park Yong-wan sell his country to Japan was Hayashi Konsuke . The time when Hayashi Konsuke ruled the Asian black market with the help of Johann Georg . In other words, there was no contact between Park Yong-wan and the Yamato Federation at this point in time where Hayashi Konsuke was not well known . As evidence, Park Yong-wan is investing in me to be used as bait . ’ 
 
   In a situation where Park Yong-wan is believed to be an enemy .  
 
   How will the Messiah Guild react in front of such an enemy? 
 
   The answer was obvious . 
 
   “Park Yong-wan is their target from now on . ’ 
 
   They will never let go of someone who’s perceived as an enemy . 
 
   But no matter how massive the Messiah Guild is . I think it will be hard to catch Park Yong-wan . ‘Of course, that won’t be able to remove Park Yong-wan easily even if they go beyond my expectations . ’ 
 
   Unlike Kim Woo-jin, Park Yong-wan was not a fish that could be caught whenever they wanted to .  
 
   Everything would still remain the same even if a lot of time passes .  
 
   Park Yong-wan had enough skills to fend off other players .  
 
   ‘Since they kept failing until I caught him . ’ 
 
   Before Kim Woo-jin stepped up to catch him, they failed every time . It proved that Park Yong-wan was not an easy person to catch . 
 
   Above all, Park Yong-wan was a big enough player who could even sell his country for his own interests .  
 
   He couldn’t be beaten easily by just anyone .  
 
   ‘Furthermore, if the Messiah Guild moves forward in this situation, it reveals that he is already in contact with the Skull Guild . ’
 
   Whatever happens would be a good opportunity for Kim Woo-jin to shake the Messiah guild .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Let’s wait and see . ’ 
 
   Even if it takes a little time, waves will traverse and eventually crash .  
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin had to prepare for the situation . 
 
   He had to acquire enough strength to withstand the storm .  
 
   ‘I need to start interacting Oh Se-chan seriously . ’ 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was going to try and narrow the gap between him and Oh Se-chan .  
 
   That intent was the same for Oh Se-chan .  
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   When Kim Woo-jin got in his car, he saw a present from Oh Se-chan . 
 
   A bottle of champagne and a flip phone .  
 Congratulations on clearing the dungeon . You got the champagne, right?  
   When he dialed the number saved on the flip phone, the first thing that Oh Se-chan brought up was the champagne he sent to Kim Woo-jin as a gift .  
 The champagne, wasn’t it amazing? I’m probably the only one in the world who takes care of you like this . Gifting a champagne as a gift for clearing a dungeon, I’m moved by such generosity and sense, don’t you agree? 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled and held back a chuckle .  
 
   He wasn’t holding back his laughter because Oh Se-chan’s praise for his champagne gift .  
 
   “Thank you for responding to my sudden call this time . ”
 
   It was because of the previous call Kim Woo-jin had with Oh Se-chan . 
 Oh, that . I thought it was a prank call at first .   
   The person who Kim Woo-jin called in front of the bug in order to wave Park Yong-wan was none other than Oh Se-chan .  
 
   To be exact, the flip phone he used before was in fact given to Kim Woo-jin for communication by Oh Se-chan .  
 
   For Kim Woo-jin, it was an obvious choice .  
 
   Since nothing was better than using the flip phone that Oh Se-chan gave him to avoid being traced .  
 Anyway, to think that you would trick Park Yong-wan and the Skull Guild, pretty amazing . Where did you learn that? 
   Of course, Oh Se-chan immediately understood Kim Woo-jin’s intentions .  
 Huh? Can you say that to someone who gave you champagne as a gift? It’s champagne, à champagne . Very expensive champagne that could buy hundreds of bags of ramen . 
   “I’d like to get a loan . I have some items I need to buy . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin immediately gave away the main purpose for calling him .  
 
   Oh Se-chan also took it seriously .  
 Loans, hmm… 
   Surprisingly, Oh Se-chan started to consider loaning .  
 I vowed not to touch the banking industry anymore . You need to have enough appeal for me to break my vows .   
   “Didn’t I prove my skills?” 
 Have you ever seen a person loaning money to a company just based on their sales? At the very least they would look at their financial statements and the production lines, and possibly even inspect their factory as well . Right?  
    
    
 
    
   
 
   That was a valid statement .  
 
   Since the process of clearing a dungeon was far more important than the result . 
 And even if you’re skilled, isn’t it only 2 floor dungeons? 
   Above all, Kim Woo-jin’s performance was only in a 2 floor dungeons .  
 
   Of course, his clearing process was unrivaled . 
 
    However, in a world where there are players who are clearing the dungeon that have 5 or 6 floors, it wasn’t anything impressive .  
 
   ‘He does have a point . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin acknowledged it .   
 
   He was late in becoming a player, even though was more talented than they were .  
 
   Such excuses were useless .  
 
   What mattered in a race was how far ahead one was .  
 
   Nonetheless, if he wanted to be treated the way he wanted, he had to show an overwhelming difference that would make Oh Se-chan think that he could change the state of the game .  
 
   ‘But I can’t show him what I can do for nothing . ’ 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, however, had no intention of showing his true ability without any benefits for himself . 
 
   No, until now, Kim Woo-jin has never shown his true ability to anyone .  
 
   For he understood how important it was to conceal one’s ability .  
 
   And Oh Se-chan understood that as well .  
 
   “If I show you what I can do, what will you offer me in exchange?”
 
    So Kim Woo-jin suggested a give and take situation . 
 Of course I will show you my skills . 
   And Oh Se-chan accepted his offer . 
 I will acquire any item you need . I mean that’s why you need the money in the first place, right? 
   Oh Se-chan was overflowing with confidence . 
 
   “Anything?”
 If you prove your worth there’s nothing that I can’t get . So what’s the thing that you need? 
   “I need the gastric juice of a golden dragon . ”
 
   Golden dragon!
 
   Upon hearing the name of such a monster, Oh Se-chan did not even show a hint of hesitation . 
 Ok, I will get it for you . 
   It was very unexpected . 
 
   ‘Is he saying that he has a connection with the Dragon Hunter?’
 
   The fact that it was so easy for him to get something from the golden dragon that the Dragon Hunter had hunted recently was proof that Oh Se-chan’s connections were not ordinary .  
 
   ‘No wonder the Messiah Guild killed him . ’
 
   A person that they absolutely had to kill If they couldn’t make him their ally .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘And to assassinate someone like Oh Se-chan… the Messiah Guild must have more power than I expected . ’ 
 
   On the other hand, he was appalled by the hidden power of the Messiah Guild that was hidden away from him and the world .  
 I’ll get back to you when I get the item . I’ll let you know about the test dungeon and the examiner .   
   “Alright . ”
 This should be enough talking .   
   Anyway, that was the end of the deal .  
 
   However, Oh Se-chan did not stop talking . 
 Can I ask you a question?  
   “Of course . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin replied while hiding his nervousness . 
 
   Oh Se-chan said to him .  
 If by any chance you’re not going to drink the champagne, can you send it back? 
   The day after his return from the dungeon, Kim Woo-jin immediately faced Park Yong-wan .  
 
   Meeting him, Kim Woo-jin told him everything he had experienced in the dungeon .  
 
   “So you’re saying they fought each other and died?” 
 
   Of course, it wasn’t thetruth .  
 
   “There was an amazing expert on the other side . If it wasn’t for the blood sucking and blood poisoning skills, it would have been our side that was completely wiped out . ” 
 
   There was only one plausible scenario .  
 
   In Park Yong-wan’s position, it was a case where he couldn’t find the truth through the means available to him . Park Yong-wan also knew this fact .  
 
   Jung Hoon-young’s party was the real thing .  
 
   ‘To get rid of strong targets, the Skull Guild must have sent skilled experts of their own… In the end, they have failed to catch the bait once again . ’ 
 
   Therefore, instead of wondering what had happened, Park Yong-wan thought of what he should do next . 
 
   The agony did not last long .  
 
   ‘The Skull Guild’s gonna be quiet for a while . I should take a break while they are calm . I have to go to a dungeon soon anyway… The next time to fish should be in a month or so at the earliest . ’ 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was a great bait and Park Yong-wan only had to take good care of him and throw him over and over again when the time was right .  
 
   “Good work . ”
 
   Following this comment, Park Yong-wan budged his finger towards the secretary behind him . 
 
   “The deposit is complete . ” 
 
   “You hear that? It’s the promised reward . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin bowed his head . 
 
   “Thank you . ” 
 
   “Okay, then get out . ” 
 
   Like that the conversation was over .  
 
   Park Yong-wan made a gesture telling Kim Woo-jin to get out of his office and he left the office without speaking .  
 
   After leaving his office he didn’t look back .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The dice was already thrown, and the fights from now on were out of Kim Woo-jin’s league .  
 
   Of course, the Skull Guild will target Park Yong-wan, not Kim Woo-jin, and launch aggressive attacks on him from this point on . 
 
   The number of people who will want to bite off Park Yong-wan’s arms and legs will only increase . 
 
   Of course, Park Yong-wan will be bitten without even knowing why .  
 
   ‘I can’t wait to see Park Yong-wan’s face the next time we meet . ’ 
 
   When Kim Woo-jin is called again after such a storm, he won’t be able to see any peace in Park Yong-wan’s expression . 
 
   I bet he will greet Kim Woo-jin with a face that’s about to tear the Skull Guild into pieces .  
 
   Then, a text message arrived on Kim Woo-jin’s smartphone .  
 
   [Samsong Station No . 2] 
 
    
 
   It was a text message from Oh Se-chan . Kim Woo-jin, who checked the text, left the guild headquarters immediately .  
 
   “Phoenix Guild Wake up!” 
 
   “Wake up, wake up!” 
 
   Kim Woo-jin went to Samseong Station, leaving behind the cries of protesters who were always criticizing the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s neared the area where the safes were kept at the station .  
 
   But Kim Woo-jin ignored it and headed straight to the bathroom .  
 
   Then he went into the 2nd compartment in the bathroom . 
 
   Cheolkeog! 
 
   Kim Woo-jin closed the door after going in and pushed his hand into the bathroom case .  
 
   And when Kim Woo-jin took out his hand from the case, there was a finely folded piece of paper between Kim Woo-jin’s index finger and his thumb .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin opened the piece of paper in his hand . 
 
   [Black Werewolf Herd]
 Dungeon Floors: 2 Floors Dungeon Difficulty: B- rank Dungeon Capacity: 30 People Entry Condition: Must be below level 30 Clear Condition: Kill the black werewolf herd Clear Reward: Achievement and a catalogue will be given to the one who kills the leader of the black werewolf herd . 
   Kim Woo-jin’s eyes narrowed .  
 
   ‘Difficulty is B-, but if the maximum number of people that can enter is 30… . ’ 
 
   Although the difficulty rating of the dungeon mattered a lot, the difficulty of a dungeon also heavily depended on the maximum number of people that could enter .  
 
   Compared to the Albino Lizard Dungeon that Kim Woo-jin cleared before, it was a dungeon that was more than twice as dangerous when attacking alone .  
 
   ‘That’s about right . ’ 
 
   Obviously, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t scared .  
 
   Furthermore, Kim Woo-jin was not alone in this dungeon .  
 
   An examiner would come as well to observe his skills . 
 
   The examiner’s name was also written below the note .  
 
   ‘Lee Jin-ah . ’ 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s face hardened as soon as he saw the name .  
 
   ‘Don’t tell me it’s the “King of Undead” Lee Jin-ah?’
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   In June 2023, the Phoenix Guild made a public announcement . 
 
   [Park Yong-wan of the Phoenix Guild will challenge a 6 Floor dungeon . ]
 
   [Park Yong-wan ‘I will come back bringing hope!’]
 
   Park Yong-wan challenged a 6 floor dungeon and the Phoenix Guild immediately grabbed the spotlight . It was an incredible moment . 
 
   [Will Phoenix Guild gain the 19th team of 6th tier players?!]
 
   [Phoenix Guild is playing with their lives!]
 
   Currently, the number of guilds that completed a 6 Floor dungeon worldwide hasn’t exceeded twenty . Although it was the second largest guild in Korea, it would not be easy for the Firebird guild to accomplish this task . With their current power and resources, a 6 Floor dungeon would be very dangerous . 
 
   “A 6 Floor dungeon? Isn’t that super dangerous?”
 
   “Isn’t that suicide?!”
 
   “Even the Messiah Guild recently failed to complete one . ”
 
   As shown by the Messiah guild who failed the challenge, failure to complete a 6 Floor dungeon meant only one thing . Death . 
 
   Unsurprisingly, Park Yong-wan used this opportunity to increase his fame by broadcasting his challenge . 
 
   [I support Park Yong-wan’s noble effort!]
 
   [Park Yong-wan meets the President!]
 
   [By taking up this task, Park Yong-wan is already a hero!]
 
   The media was completely focused on the Phoenix Guild and Park Yong-wan, some were even comparing him to Lee Se-joon . 
 
   “How dare they compare this baby Park Yong-wan to Lee Se-joon?”
 
   “No way . ”
 
   “Though you have to admit that he is still challenging a 6 Floor dungeon . ”
 
   There was no way to deny that Park Yong-wan was becoming a hero in the public’s eyes as it was a good thing for mankind if he managed to defeat the dungeon . 
 
   This was a chance for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘He’ll come back alive . ’
 
   Woo-jin knew that Park Yong-wan would beat the 6 Floor dungeon . 
 
   ‘Probably will take a month . ’
 
   He even knew how long it would take . 
 
   ‘I can’t wait to see the face he makes when he returns . ’
 
   This was the best time to avoid Park Yong-wan’s notice, but it wasn’t the only plan Kim Woo-jin had . 
 
   “Hey, Woo-jin! Are you ready?!”
 
   Oh Se-chan called out to him . Kim Woo-jin set the test date to be the same day that Park Yong-wan entered the 6 Floor dungeon . 
 
   When the dungeons appeared, the places where the land prices dropped the quickest, were the places with many hills . Sometimes it took a long while for the dungeon gates to be discovered after they appeared and the monsters who managed to escape had many places to hide, making them difficult to hunt . Therefore these places were not good places to live . 
 
   This was why a hospital was built at the foot of Mt . Keimyung, located in Anrim-dong, Chungju . In an operating room in the hospital, Kim Woo-jin stood, checking his equipment with a sharp glint in his eyes . He cleaned his knives, checked his armor and tested the strength of his bow . 
 
   A sense of dissatisfaction flashed through him . 
 
   ‘I need to make a workshop . ’
 
   The reason for his dissatisfaction was simple . Kim Woo-jin was proficient in many weapons, so that he would know what to use to best hunt his prey . Now, he felt that he was currently limited by what he currently had . 
 
   His ability to properly utilize the Blood Weapon skill is due to his ability to make weapons by hand . If an ordinary person had gotten their hands on the skill they would have made lumps or bricks instead of weapons . 
 
   ‘I didn’t even realise . ’
 
   In the past, the Messiah Guild had built a personal workshop for him . Of course, the Phoenix Guild had a facility for those who wanted to modify their weapons or order custom ones . 
 
   In the first place, it was usually difficult to use the items obtained from dungeons and most of them had to be modified to suit the player . Kim Woo-jin in particular, found it especially hard to find weapons that fit his hand . For weapons, even one centimeter was a huge difference . 
 
   However Woo-jin didn’t intend to use that workshop . If he made weapons there, that would expose his skills and the guild might become suspicious . The Phoenix guild would find it hard to believe . 
 
   ‘I need money . ’
 
   His current funds weren’t enough to set up a personal workshop as the price wouldn’t be cheap . 
 
   ‘If I get another loan after this, I’ll set up a workshop . ’
 
   In addition to that, there were many things he had to do that needed money . 
 
   ‘I also need funds for auctions . ’
 
   As he was lost in his thoughts, Woo-jin heard footsteps approaching him . He stopped inspecting his equipment and looked up, but he didn’t put up his guard . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Finally here’
 
   It was because he already knew who was coming . 
 
   ‘Lee Jin-ah . ’
 
   As Kim Woo-jin recalled the name, a beautiful woman appeared in front of him . Even in the special forces equipment, her beauty was evident . Her short hair and great figure, made her a beauty that would grab the attention of men no matter where she went . 
 
   The beautiful woman looked at Kim Woo-jin and said,
 
   “Lee Jin-ah has arrived . ”
 
   “Ah, really?”
 
   “Don’t stand on ceremony . ”
 
   A man appeared behind the woman . With a height of 190cm, forearms the size of a woman’s waist, a full beard and eerie eyes that seemed to pierce straight to the soul . The aura of the man immediately dispersed the imposing presence of the woman . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah, but don’t feel pressured, just call me brother . ”
 
   He was Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   ‘Immortal Lee Jin-ah . ’
 
   In Woo-jin’s memories that was how Lee Jin-ah was referred to, literally a player who couldn’t die and it wasn’t an analogy . 
 
   ‘You must’ve already obtained River Styx’s Blessing . ’
 
   Blessing of River Styx, a legendary skill that could only be obtained by those with the halo of the Undying Fighter . 
 
   The ability to not die even if your throat was slit or your heart removed, almost like true immortality . 
 
   In fact, Lee Jin-ah was initially given the nickname ‘Zombie’ and it was only due to Kim Woo-jin that his nickname changed to the incredible name of ‘Immortal’ . 
 
   ‘I failed twice back then’
 
   After being targeted by ‘The Hunting Dog’ Kim Woo-jin, Lee Jin-ah managed to survive twice, giving him the nickname ‘Immortal’ . 
 
   In other words, he was the enemy of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘I failed . ’
 
   It was evidence of his ability when none other than Kim Woo-jin who hunted him and still failed to kill him twice . And there wasn’t a third time . 
 
   ‘After that, I was betrayed and killed by Johann Georg in the 8 Floor Dungeon . ’
 
   He’d started the dungeon but was betrayed by his team and killed . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   And now he got to meet him again, in a completely different situation than in the past . It would be a lie to say he wasn’t curious as to how things would turn out this time . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   Woo-jin hummed the name . This caused Lee Jin-ah to be a bit uncomfortable . 
 
   “Hey, the fuck . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin realised what he’d done and apologized . 
 
   “Sorry . ”
 
   After he apologized, he continued . 
 
   “You asked me to call you big brother? Not Mr?
 
   It was a blatant provocation . Lee Jin-ah’s face was fierce, with no sign of backing down or apologizing . He shrugged his shoulders then pointed his finger to Woo-jin and said,
 
   “I wanna see if you’re so brave in the dungeon . ”
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin ignored him, instead he turned to one of Oh Se-chan’s staff who came together with him . 
 
   “Can you contact Oh Se-chan?”
 
   The man nodded and immediately took out a radio and handed it to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘The same radio again?’
 
   It was the radio that he had used last time . 
 
   “How many times do you intend to use the same radio?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah also seemed to be very familiar with the radio . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin turned it on . 
 
   “Does this thing even work?”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s voice was heard from the radio . 
 
   “It works . ”
 
   “You need to use this radio a bit longer . But let’s change to the main subject . What’s the problem?”
 
   “It’s about the judge who will be screening my test . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Why? You want a beautiful woman? This way is natural . If a man and a woman go together in a dungeon will you still be focused on hunting? It was specifically set this way so that you can concentrate . ”
 
   “No, it’s not that . ”
 
   “Then…?”
 
   “What happens if the judge you sent dies during the dungeon run?”
 
   Woo-jin turned and made eye contact with Lee Jin-ah who narrowed his eyes . 
 
   “Are you going to hunt monsters or players?”
 
   “I think both options are viable . ”
 
   As he listened to the conversation, Lee Jin-ah’s expression subtly sank and he said,
 
   “If you say go on your knees and apologize right now and beg to serve me for the rest of your life, I’ll let you live . ”
 
   “Did you hear that?” – Oh Se-chan
 
   “Just tell me if there is any penalty for the judge dying or not . ”
 
   “I won’t deduct any points for it . ”
 
   “Okay”
 
   The conversation was over, Woo-jin passed the radio back to the worker but Lee Jin-ah quickly grabbed it from him and spoke into the radio,
 
   “I heard the stories about a psycho and thought it was just rumors, I didn’t expect them to be real . I’ll take care of it if you don’t have a problem with that . ”
 
   “He does sound like a psycho huh . More importantly, I told you to eat moderately at the rest area!”
 
   “So? I just ate some cheap Udon, what’s the problem?”
 
   “You ate five bowls!”
 
   “What can I do if one bowl isn’t enough to fill my stomach? I have to eat 10,000 calories a day . ”
 
   “Then buy cooking oil and drink it! 9,000 calories per litre! I’m turning the radio off!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s expression sinks again as the connection is lost . He once again caught Kim Woo-jin’s eyes and his face became fierce . 
 
   “You shouldn’t do anything stupid . I can’t say for other places, but in a dungeon, I never spare someone who dares to threaten me . ”
 
   However his warning was completely ignored by Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘His fighting ability is pretty good, it’s good to use him like skeleton soldiers since he won’t die, even if his limbs are cut off . ’
 
   In Kim Woo-jin’s mind, Lee Jin-ah was already being treated like one of his skeleton soldiers . 
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   After Oh Se-chan turned off his radio he handed it to a worker beside him who looked at him and said,
 
   “Is this really okay? If Kim Woo-jin really kills Jin-ah…”
 
   Oh Se-chan looked at his subordinate with a cold expression on his face . 
 
   “If he does, then Woo-jin will become our enemy . What I want is a player capable of ending the game . Plus Jin-ah is not so easily killed”
 
   “Isn’t it bad to rush so much though?”
 
   ‘If Park Yong-wan comes back from the dungeon alive, there will be a war . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan stopped talking as he contemplated deeply . 
 
   ‘If the information is correct, then the Master Swordsman will make a move soon . ’
 
   The snowball that Kim Woo-jin created steadily rolled down the mountain and became larger . 
 
   ‘In fact, the war between the Phoenix Guild and the Skull Guild already showed signs of bursting out . ’
 
   This situation could no longer be considered a snowball, it had developed to become an avalanche . 
 
   ‘No matter how amazing Kim Woo-jin is, he will always be limited by his level and halo . ’
 
   The avalanche wasn’t the ideal situation, but it was still good . 
 
   ‘Because this is what makes the game interesting . ’
 
   After all, to survive in this world, you need more than just your skills . And that’s what Oh Se-chan was trying to show Kim Woo-jin . But now he was wondering if it was worth it to invest in Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Where’s the Golden Dragon Gastric Juices?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “It just arrived in Busan and it’s currently on its way to Seoul . ’
 
   It was then that a subordinate pulled out a phone marked with black tape . The black tape was an indicator that it could only be used in emergency situations . When Oh Se-chan saw it, his expression froze . 
 
   “Yes?”
 
   The subordinate immediately handed the phone over to Oh Se-chan . 
 
   “What? You found a 2 Floor A+ rank dungeon?!”
 
   [Kill 1111 Kobolds to advance to the next floor . ]
 
   As soon as they entered the dungeon, a notification with the advancement conditions, appeared before them
 
   “1111 Kobolds, you’re going to have to work hard to catch all of them . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah mumbled under his breath . 
 
   “Let’s see…”
 
   As he mumbled, Lee Jin-ah pulled a chocolate bar from his inventory . 
 
   “Even if you catch 100 a day, that will still take 11 days, so it would be better to conserve on food, otherwise you’ll have to scavenge . Remember this advice . ”
 
   Of course, it wasn’t really advice . 
 
   Munch! Munch!
 
   At least someone giving serious advice wouldn’t do so while eating a chocolate bar bite by bite . 
 
   Of course Kim Woo-jin didn’t care about any of that, he didn’t even bat an eyelid as he saw the scene beside him . He had prepared for the hunt even before he came in as he knew that the targets would be Kobolds this time . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Mountainous Terrain huh . ’
 
   Woo-jin inspected his surroundings and looked for any tracks . 
 
   ‘With such a large target, that means that there should be a large number of Kobolds . Kobolds usually lived in hordes that respected and protected their territory, so they rarely invaded each other . I smell a bit of blood, maybe there was just a hunt . ’
 
   He ran a simulation in his head . 
 
   ‘Two days should be enough . ’
 
   Woo-jin turned to look at Lee Jin-ah and they made eye contact as Lee Jin-ah said,
 
   “Oh, if you look at me like that you will scare me . I have a weak heart after all . ”
 
   As he said that, Lee Jin-ah shook his head, helplessly . 
 
   “Maybe if you kneel on the ground and bow three times, I will offer my services and help you . ”
 
   At this moment, Kim Woo-jin ran another simulation in his head . 
 
   ‘Well he has the Blessing of River Styx after all, it should be fine if I’m a little rough . ’
 
   After he had that thought, Kim Woo-jin started planning his hunt . 
 
   His first prey was an unlucky Kobold Scout who was walking alone . 
 
   Sniff! Sniff!
 
   Kek!
 
   While the attention of the kobold had been grabbed by the scent drifting from a cloth on the floor, Kim Woo-jin’s arm snaked around it’s neck . 
 
   Kek!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The Kobold was quickly suffocated . 
 
   “This…”
 
   Lee Jin-ah who was watching from a distance appeared and began clapping . 
 
   “It was a bit weird when you were laying on the floor and sneaking around like a lizard, but your skills are pretty good . ”
 
   He then lifted three fingers . 
 
   “I give you three points . ”
 
   Of course, it was a bad review . 
 
   “What? Do you think you deserved 10 out of 10?”
 
   In the first place, this wasn’t a test that required something like a score . Above all, Woo-jin had yet to show any of his true skills in the first place . 
 
   “Summon Skeleton . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin immediately summoned a skeleton using the Kobold corpse as the sacrifice . The skin and flesh on the body melted and the bones slowly began to wake up . 
 
   Fwoosh!
 
   Suddenly two flames began to burn in the eye sockets of the skeleton . 
 
   “Oh!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but be amazed at the sight he witnessed . 
 
   [Black Bones has been activated . ]
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The bones of the summoned Skeleton Soldier were slowly dyed black . 
 
   “Oh!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah made another sound of surprise as he fearlessly approached the skeleton to inspect it, touching it here and there . 
 
   “Cute! I’ll give you 5 points because of how cute this thing is!”
 
   At this moment, the skeleton turned its head and bit down on Lee Jin-ah’s hand . 
 
   Dak!
 
   Lee Jin-ah tried to pull his hand away from its mouth, the sound making Kim Woo-jin turn his head to them . 
 
   “Hey, that’s dirty! Why would you put such a dirty thing in your mouth?!”
 
   The Skeleton Soldier let go of Lee Jin-ah’s hand and turned to look at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Coming to stand in front of it, Kim Woo-jin handed a sword from his inventory to the skeleton . It was the Japanese sword once owned by Matsumoto . 
 
   The Skeleton Soldier looked at the sword and Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but laugh at the scene . 
 
   “Now I understand why you can complete the dungeon clear alone . There’s nothing that you can’t do if you have such a cute guy . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who was interested in the Skeleton Soldier, started clapping . 
 
   “Now shall we see how this cute kid fights?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin once again ignored him once again . It wasn’t necessary to answer since he summoned it to show it off in the first place . 
 
   ‘I’ll be very happy to show you . ’
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   Kim Woo-jin’s method of hunting was quite a sight to witness for those who never saw it before . Watching the Skeleton Soldiers in itself was a novelty . 
 
   “Hey that was a good fight . What are these guys called? Skeletons?”
 
   Combat situations are usually very complicated, even players who could be considered to be good could not guarantee that they could win . 
 
   “These Skeletons are so cute, he gets 30 points . You should put in more effort as the master . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was enjoying the view as he watched the Skeleton Soldier fight . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s expression changed as the effect of Ruler of the Battlefield overlapped with the Black Bones effect . 
 
   [Skeleton Soldier has achieved 10 kills . All stats increased by 30% due to the effect of Ruler of the Battlefield . ]
 
   “Haha, they fight so well!”
 
   The Skeleton Soldier kept hunting the Kobolds in an unstoppable manner and Lee Jin-ah gradually grew quieter as he watched the scene . 
 
   [Skeleton Soldier has achieved 15 kills . All stats increased by 45% due to the effect of Ruler of the Battlefield . ]
 
   “…They fight really well . ”
 
   Gradually, as the dominant effects of Ruler of the Battlefield were unveiled before his eyes, Lee Jin-ah found it impossible to make his evaluations funny . 
 
   ‘It’s just like Se-chan said . This guy is abnormal . ’
 
   The more he evaluated Kim Woo-jin, the more Lee Jin-ah found it hard to suppress a shiver from going down his spine . 
 
   ‘No, this isn’t normal, even if there are only five of these guys…’
 
   You didn’t need to be a genius to realise the implications of Kim Woo-jin’s Skeleton Soldiers increasing one by one . And in front of his very eyes, Lee Jin-ah watched Kim Woo-jin’s army gradually increase . 
 
   [You have summoned a Skeleton]
 
   As their numbers increased, the Skeleton Soldiers also became empowered as they killed more . They were now capable of going against normal Kobold Warriors, the Scouts were no longer capable of pinning them down . 
 
   Soon the number of Skeleton Soldiers under Woo-jin’s control reached 9 . Lee Jin-ah found himself unable to evaluate them any longer . 
 
   ‘Se-chan’s bottle of champagne was worth it . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah found that he had to admit that Kim Woo-jin’s ability to challenge dungeons was unrivaled among the current players . 
 
   “Great, seems like I don’t need to test him more . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Woo-jin looked at him and knew he’d shown enough to prove himself . Turning to Lee Jin-ah, he asked for confirmation . 
 
   “Is this not enough to get a passing grade?”
 
   “No, I’ll go out and tell Se-chan about your skill . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah nodded slightly as he replied to the question . 
 
   “You’re well worth the investment . Of course, if you show a little more sincerity, I’ll put in an extra word for you . ”
 
   As he said this, Lee Jin-ah made a show of rubbing his index and thumb fingers together . 
 
   “Well done . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin simply said a few words . 
 
   “Eh? Well done?”
 
   As Lee Jin-ah tried to ponder the meaning behind those words, the skeleton soldiers launched an attack . 
 
   Boom!
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers, who were buffed with the stacked effects of Black Bones and Ruler of the Battlefield, suddenly showed hostility toward Lee Jin-ah, surrounding him . 
 
   “Hey, the Skeleton kids don’t look so cute all of a sudden . ”
 
   “‘If you beg me, and give me your loyalty for the rest of your life, I will help you’ Isn’t that what you said?’
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “I should kowtow and call you big brother, no?”
 
   As he heard Kim Woo-jin’s words, Lee Jin-ah’s face looked as if someone had stomped on his grave . 
 
   “Haha, why would you remember the things from back then? That was a joke, a joke!”
 
   With these words Lee Jin-ah stepped toward Kim Woo-jin with his hands cupped together . 
 
   “Brother, if I offended you, I’m sorry . ”
 
   He bowed deeply toward Kim Woo-jin, his arms outstretched as if begging for forgiveness . It was a clear apology
 
   Boom!
 
   Suddenly Lee Jin-ah launched his body toward Kim Woo-jin at a considerable speed . The force behind his leap was considerable . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The distance between them was short . Initially, the distance between them was 3 meters, but as he was pretending to apologize, Lee Jin-ah had walked about 1 meter toward Kim Woo-jin . So the distance between them was less than 2 meters, a distance that could be achieved with a single step . 
 
   As he closed the short distance, Lee Jin-ah’s fist shot toward Kim Woo-jin’s face . It was an attack that could not be expected . 
 
   ‘I’ll send him flying away with this punch!’
Lee Jin-ah didn’t intend to kill Kim Woo-jin with his punch at all . If he managed to do it in one blow then it’s fine . But what if he didn’t?
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers would attack him before he had a chance to do anything so it was better to attack first and then run away . 
 
   This plan was evidence of Lee Jin-ah’s considerable experience and ability when it came to combat . 
 
   His choice was the correct one . 
 
   Even if the opponent was Kim Woo-jin, this was the best course of action . 
 
   Shhh!
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   Kim Woo-jin avoided the fist that was about to hit him and grabbed it, spinning and using it to slam Lee Jin-ah to the ground . 
 
   Bang!
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s body hit the ground heavily, but he wasn’t damaged by it as he dispersed the impact of the slam . 
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   Of course he was damaged a bit, but not enough to make him lose focus . 
 
   Shhh!
 
   Kim Woo-jin took advantage of the moment he gained with the slam, aimed his sword and pointed it toward Lee Jin-ah’s eyes . 
 
   “If you’re gonna torture me, are you gonna start with this one stab?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin hadn’t tried to kill him yet . 
 
   “Of course, even if you stab my eyes you won’t hear whatever it is you want, my mouth is very hard to open . ”
 
   “Why don’t you just surrender?”
 
   Surrender, the word put a smile on Lee Jin-ah’s face . 
 
   “It’s better to die than surrender . ”
 
   The smile on Lee Jin-ah’s face was very grim . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Of course, you’re free to try it . For every truth you manage to get out of me, I’ll give you 100 points . So what will it be? Will you pull my fingernails? Cut off my fingers?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah easily made conversation as though he wasn’t in a perilous location . But this was as Kim Woo-jin expected . 
 
   ‘A guy whose head would still talk after it was cut off wouldn’t be afraid of some torture . ’
 
   Physical torture would never work on those who had gained the Blessing of the River Styx . But Woo-jin intended to threaten him in another way . 
 
   “Okay, I’ll strip you first . ”
 
   “Haha, that’s smart, 10 points . ”
 
   “Then, I’m thinking about hanging you from a tree . ”
 
   “Oh that’s creative . I’ll give you 20 points . ”
 
   “After that I’ll leave you for a day . ”
 
   “You have some experience with torture? 10 more points!”
 
   “And then I’ll eat in front of you . ”
 
   “Wha-, what?”
 
   “A medium-well done steak, sprinkled in rock salt with some boiled potatoes and broccoli . ”
 
   “Tha-, that’s”
 
   “Of course, you can’t have any . You won’t eat anything tomorrow, or the day after that, or the day after that…”
 
   Lee Jin-ah interrupted him,
 
   “Wa-, wait brother . No, Father! Father, this ugly son was wrong . I lost! Surrender! I surrender!”
In response Kim Woo-jin took away his sword and stood up . 
 
   “Haha! Thank you father! I will be filial to you till you can’t see . ”
 
   At the same time, Lee Jin-ah grabbed a handful of dirt . 
 
   ‘You lost, you bastard . ”
 
   Throwing the dirt towards Kim Woo-jin’s eyes, he intended to launch a sneak attack in that moment . 
 
   Puuk!
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin, who he was trying to blind, grabbed onto Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Kuak!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah screamed loudly as Woo-jin said to him . 
 
   “When you use a technique, you must ensure you don’t perform in front of a master . ”
 
   Tuk! Tuk!
 
   Kim Woo-jin calmly brushed the dirt off his hand . Meanwhile Lee Jin-ah was coughing, sneezing and spitting as he tried to get the dirt out of his mouth and nose, his closed eyes shedding tears . 
 
   “Damn, I met a real psycho this time . (Achoo!) I just had to meet a psycho . (Cough! Achoo!)”
 
   Woo-jin looked at him . 
 
   “You have 10 minutes to prepare . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah looked at him, not sure what he meant by that . 
 
   “You finished verifying my skills, now it’s my turn to verify your skills . ”
 
   “What the fuck?”
 
   “Attract the Kobolds by rubbing their blood on your body . Then take up the role of tank and bait . The Skeleton Soldiers will kill the Kobolds . ”
 
   When he heard this, Lee Jin-ah was full of complaints . 
 
   “So you want me to be your lackey and act as bait?”
 
   Boom!
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers that were surrounding him each took a step forward and pointed their weapons at him, tightening the circled . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin who stood outside the circle looked down at Lee Jin-ah and asked . 
 
   “So you won’t do it?”
 
   As Woo-jin said those words, his eyes became bloodthirsty and his aura became murderous . Only then did Jin-ah truly understand . 
 
   ‘This guy is really crazy, isn’t he?’
 
   He had actually been caught by such a crazy monster . So he quickly replied,
 
   “No, no! I love being the tank . The tank must be big and strong after all . ”
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   Kerung! Kerung!
 
   A large group of Kobolds galloped toward a location while screaming at the top of their lungs . 
 
   “Hey, you bastards!”
 
   An even louder cry sounded from a huge bear-like figure that appeared in front of them . Of course, as one could imagine, the group of Kobolds charged toward that bear-like figure and a huge brawl occurred . The man punched and swung the Kobolds that clung to him with his bare hands . 
 
   Crack!
 
   In the man’s hands, the Kobolds were crushed and squeezed as though they were made of clay, while the teeth, claws and spears off the Kobolds dug into the man’s armor and flesh . 
 
   It was not long before the battlefield was filled with blood and entrails . 
 
   Boom!
 
   Finally, the Skeleton Soldiers that were lying nearby sprung up and charged at the Kobolds . They stabbed and slashed at every Kobold who was still moving . 
 
   Puk!
 
   A sword tore through the skin of a Kobold and caused a deep wound . 
 
   Keng!
 
   The Kobold’s scream drowned out all other sounds on the battlefield but the other Kobolds could not spare any attention to it . 
 
   “Come here you bastards!”
 
   The combination of the bear of a man and the group skeletons completely took away Kim Woo-jin’s need to join the fight . 
 
   Boom!
 
   For the Skeleton Soldiers the battle was a breeze as the Kobolds could do nothing to defend against them . It was like they had laid themselves down on the chopping block to be slaughtered . 
 
   As Lee Jin-ah held the attention of the group of Kobolds, the Skeleton Soldiers picked them off one by one . Soon, the number of slaughtered Kobolds exceeded 15 and the battle was gradually approaching its end . 
 
   Puk!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin watched from the sidelines as the massacre progressed in front of him, as this could no longer be considered a fight . 
 
   ‘He’s not too bad . ’
 
   It truly wasn’t bad, but Kim Woo-jin’s eyes were sharp, not missing a single detail . 
 
   ‘At least he’s talented . ’
 
   Honestly, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t very satisfied with Lee Jin-ah’s performance . 
 
   ‘It’s not as good as I remembered . ’
 
   It was because ‘The Immortal’ Lee Jin-ah had survived being targeted by Kim Woo-jin twice, that he’d been recognized by Kim Woo-jin . It was because of this recognition the comparison with his future self and his current start was so disappointing to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   In the future, Lee Jin-ah was very strong, he knew how to use the immortal body granted to him by the legendary skill Blessed by the River Styx, better than anyone . At his previous level, it was said that he had no need to fear death since even Kim Woo-jin wasn’t able to kill him . 
 
   “Hey, Skelies! This one’s yours!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah nonchalantly punched the head of a kobold that was biting his leg and threw it toward the group of Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
   Woo-jin looked at him and he could see none of the steadfast determination to destroy the Messiah Guild that he once knew . 
 
   ‘There must be a reason . ’
 
   Something had to happen to make him change so drastically . 
 
   ‘Was it the death of Oh Se-chan that affected you?’
 
   Maybe only the death of Oh Se-chan could change him in such a way . If the Messiah guild killed Oh Se-chan then it was possible that Lee Jin-ah would want to have vengeance . 
 
   ‘What type of person is Oh Se-chan exactly . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin was incredibly curious about what type of character Oh Se-chan was . 
 
   `Let’s not focus on that right now . ’
 
   Anyway the important thing right now was to test Lee Jin-ah . That was Kim Woo-jin’s purpose from the start . He was never interested in proving himself to anyone from the start . He had better things to do than spend his time to impress Oh Se-chan and Lee Jin-ah . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   What he was really looking for, was whether Lee Jin-ah was good enough to be used and whether he could be trusted . 
 
   ‘You’ll have to work hard . ’
 
   His goal was to make Lee Jin-ah reach and surpass the level he remembered . 
 
   [Your level has risen . ]
 
   At that moment, a notification sounded in his ear, reminding him that his skeletons were currently annihilating the Kobolds . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin wasn’t interested in the notification, instead he turned and looked into the distance . 
 
   Kung!
 
   The scream of a Kobold could be heard in the direction he turned . 
 
   Kung! Kung!
 
   Soon a group of Kobolds appeared, running toward where Lee Jin-ah and the skeletons were fighting . 
 
   “This is driving me crazy!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah who had just started taking a break yelled loudly in frustration as he saw them . He turned to the group of Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
   “Hey don’t you guys wanna go on strike? You’re not fighting for free are you? Does that make sense in this day and age? At least you should get an hourly wage!”
 
   He made a smug face . 
 
   “Hey, why don’t you all come work for me? I’ll give you a pretty fair wage and everything . So let’s run away!”
 
   Of course, he got no answer . 
 
   Boom!
 
   The skeletons started preparing for battle again as if it was no problem . 
 
   “Hey! Guys!”
 
   Then suddenly all the skeletons fell onto the floor together in complete synchronisation . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   As he looked at this scene, Lee Jin-ah didn’t know whether to laugh or cry . 
 
   ‘I know your skills, now it’s time to test your endurance . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s test was far from over . 
 
   [You have cleared the 1st Floor . ]
 
   During Lee Jin-ah’s test, they had killed all the Kobolds they needed . 
 
   “Finally finished!”
 
   Over the course of two days, Lee Jin-ah and the 9 Skeleton Soldiers had fought and killed more than 1000 Kobolds . 
 
   Of course, there were also the ones that Kim Woo-jin killed in the beginning to activate the effect of Ruler of the Battlefield so it couldn’t be said that it was only Lee Jin-ah’s hard work, but he still did most of it . 
 
   “Haha! I did it!”
 
   What was even more surprising, was that during the course of the battle, Lee Jin-ah had not shown any weakness even though he had been extremely tired . 
 
   “Skelies good job! Now let’s high five! High five!”
 
   As Lee Jin-ah raised his arm and approached the skeletons they all just looked at him like they were looking at a retarded person . 
 
   “Damn, I worked so hard as the tank…these heartless bastards . ”
 
   As Lee Jin-ah was complaining with a regretful face, Kim Woo-jin appeared before him . Lee Jin-ah’s expression immediately fixed his face but Woo-jin pretended that he didn’t see anything . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah held his stomach, fell to the ground and said,
 
   “I can’t take this anymore, you might as well kill me . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin immediately pulled a blade from his inventory . It was a kukri knife with a gleaming blade . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah looked like he was about to cry . 
 
   “I can’t even make a joke? But still, it is impossible to run forever without rest, otherwise you’ll die . A cow plows fields all day but he’s still allowed to eat and sleep!”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   As he listened to the sad plea, Kim Woo-jin just inspected the blade of the kukri without saying a word as if preparing for a slaughter . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah sat up immediately . 
 
   “I’ve been looking for a partner for so long, but why did I run into this dog bastard . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah felt like Kim Woo-jin wasn’t human because of the way he treated people . 
 
   The skeletons soon surrounded him and he once again rose to his feet . 
 
   ‘Scary bastards . ’
 
   These Skeleton Soldiers were the reason Lee Jin-ah battled for so long without much complaint . If they were weak or clumsy, then instead of fighting the Kobolds, Lee Jin-ah would’ve attacked and smashed the skeletons instead . But these Skeleton soldiers weren’t so simple . 
 
   It would be better to fight another thousand Kobolds than fight these 9 Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
   Of course, there was still Kim Woo-jin behind them . 
 
   ‘He attracted all those Kobolds without dying or even receiving a single injury . ’
 
   Every time Lee Jin-ah and the skeletons defeated a horde of Kobolds, Kim Woo-jin would attract another group over so Lee Jin-ah was constantly fighting . 
 
   ‘Crazy bastard . ’
 
   Honestly, Lee Jin-ah could not even begin to fathom how it was possible . This wasn’t something you could do simply with strength . To do this, the understanding one would need to have of the dungeon environment and the monsters would have to be at a level far exceeding common sense . 
 
   ‘Isn’t the next floor filled with Black Werewolves? Damn, I’ll probably be ripped to shreds there . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah felt a wave of helplessness as he imagined the struggle he’d have to face on the 2nd Floor . 
 
   It was then that Kim Woo-jin spoke to him,
 
   “Good job . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “I’ll handle the next floor . ”
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   3 Days after the start of the Test . 
 
   A huge man appeared in front of a distorted gate . It was Lee Jin-ah with his easily noticeable figure, only he now had an odd expression on his face instead of the usual confident expression . 
 
   “Ah…”
 
   If someone were to describe Lee Jin-ah’s face at that moment, they’d say he looked like someone who’d seen a ghost . At that moment, another man appeared behind Lee Jin-ah, it was Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   When he saw Kim Woo-jin, Lee Jin-ah’s expression became worse as he really couldn’t understand what happened . 
 
   ‘This doesn’t make sense . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but recall what happened in the past hour or so . Everything happened so fast that it felt like it only took a few minutes . 
 
   Not long ago, when Lee Jin-ah and Kim Woo-jin arrived on the second floor, Kim Woo-jin immediately summoned his skeletons and started hunting the Black Werewolves . An hour had not even passed when Lee Jin-ah heard notifications in his ear . 
 
   [Black Werewolf hunted complete . ]
 
   [The Dungeon has been cleared . ]
 
   The dungeon clear notification had appeared . 
 
   ‘He killed all the Black Werewolves in less than an hour?’
 
   It was hard to believe . 
 
   ‘Black Werewolves aren’t very strong, but at least they are very hard to catch . ’
 
   Black Werewolves were monsters that were usually very hard to handle . Not only did they have high strength, but they were also very cunning . 
 
   ‘There was even a boss!’
 
   In particular, a pack of Black Werewolves that had a boss was even harder to handle . Whenever a monster evolves to become a boss, they receive a very large boost in power and they are no longer comparable to normal monsters . 
 
   Boss level Black Werewolves were cunning enough to use their members as sacrifices if they found themselves in an unfavorable position . They would then return with a larger number and start a vicious war if they weren’t killed all at once . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   What’s more, Black Werewolves were known for their speed and agility, so if they ran away, they were very hard to chase . 
 
   However Kim Woo-jin had hunted such a pack of Black Werewolves in less than an hour . 
 
   ‘The hell? Did he use a nuclear bomb?’
 
   That meant that within one hour, he managed to find a trail, track them down, set up an ambush, execute the ambush and annihilate them . 
 
   No, he did more than that . Kim Woo-jin started taking Black Werewolf hides from his inventory, showing that he even had time to skin them after he killed them, all within an hour . 
 
   ‘Is this guy really some kind of monster?’
 
   It was this moment that the small bit of hostility that Lee Jin-ah still had toward Kim Woo-jin in his heart, slowly went away . 
 
   On the other hand Kim Woo-jin didn’t even glance at Lee Jin-ah beside him, instead he started counting the hides he’d taken out . 
 
   ‘Black Werewolf fur is a very expensive material, so if I have this much…’
 
   With that thought, he continued counting his harvest from the dungeon . 
 
   Only after that did he finally accept his final reward for the dungeon . 
 
   “Catalogue”
 
   Kim Woo-jin opened his catalogue to see the gains he got for defeating the Black Werewolf boss and completing the dungeon . The catalogue appeared and started shining with golden light . 
 
   “Ugh!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah suddenly grabbed his stomach as a moan escaped his lips as he saw this sight . 
 
   “Oh my stomach…damn it, I’m so mad . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s face was much worse than when he fought off those thousand Kobolds, but Kim Woo-jin ignored him as he looked towards the glowing catalogue with a smile on his face . 
 
   [Aura Field]
– Requires: Emissary of the Underworld
– Required Level: Level 25+
 
 
    
    
 
    
   
– Effect: Emits an aura that can buff or debuff those in it’s range . Range increase as skill rank increases 
   
 
   Aura Field . 
 
   ‘I’m pretty lucky . ’
 
   He didn’t have to think to know it’s usefulness as he could immediately recall how difficult it was to deal with the Undead summoned by the King of the Underworld when he used this skill . 
 
   Of course Kim Woo-jin learned it without hesitation . 
 
   [You have learned the skill Aura Field . ]
 
   “This goddamn good luck . I never got such a unique skill as a catalogue reward…”
 
   When he saw the golden glow, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but grumble under his breath . It was then . 
 
   “You’re back . ”
 
   The beauty who had brought Lee Jin-ah to Kim Woo-jin before arrived in front of them breathlessly . As she looked at the two, the surprise she felt was clearly visible . 
 
   “Fa-, that was so fast!”
 
   She had never thought that they could clear the dungeon in three days . Her reaction was to be expected, as while it wasn’t impossible to clear a dungeon within 2 or 3 days, it was usually done with a team of about 30 players . 
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   It was then that she remembered an important item had arrived . She turned to Kim Woo-jin
 
   “Your order has arrived, do you want to receive it now?”
 
   Another smile appeared on Kim Woo-jin’s face as he touched the stone necklace on his neck . 
 
   “Yes, please . ”
 
   In a dungeon, the more floors it has, the stronger the monsters you will find there . For example, in 5 Floor dungeons, it was easy to find monsters that couldn’t be hurt by small firearms . Even monsters that couldn’t be hurt by large firearms could be found . 
 
   As for 6 Floor dungeons there were monsters there that were capable of withstanding a missile attack . In other words, these monsters were strong enough to endure even some of the strongest weapons used by humanity . The power of these monsters had long since transcended common sense . 
 
   An example of these monsters was the Golden Dragon, which sometimes appears as the boss monster in 5 Floor and above dungeons . A single one of it’s dragon scales was capable of deflecting bullets and was highly resistant to heat . It was often exaggerated that you could walk on lava if you had boots made of Golden Dragon leather . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   When the first Golden Dragon was hunted, everyone was interested in getting it’s leather . At that time everyone’s eyes were on the team of hunters, wondering what history changing item they would make with its hide . 
 
   But it wasn’t the skin of the Golden Dragon that changed history . 
 
   ‘It wasn’t easy to get this gastric juice of a Golden Dragon…’
 
   The thing that changed history was the golden liquid inside a wooden barrel that Kim Woo-jin held in his hands, the Golden Dragon’s gastric juices . 
 
   ‘This will help me remove the curse from the stone necklace that I haven’t been able to break . ’
 
   It was one of the best ways to unseal the Cursed Stone Necklace . 
 
   ‘I’ll finally be able to use the necklace . ’
 
   Strictly speaking, the stone necklace was more than just a jewelry item . 
 
   Crack!
 
   He poured the Golden Dragon’s gastric juices unto the curse stone necklace, causing it to begin to melt . 
 
   Sssss!
 
   Like ice-cream on hot asphalt, the necklace melted until it was unrecognizable from its previous appearance . 
 
   Eventually, the entire necklace melted away into liquid . But Woo-jin was not surprised . 
 
   ‘It’s not an item after all…’
 
   Different from what one would expect . 
 
   ‘It’s a skill . ’
 
   After becoming liquid, the necklace morphed into the shape of a thin slab and a skill page shining the color of obsidian appeared before Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   [The Eye of Horus . ]
Requires: Emissary of the Underworld
Effect: Unable to view skill information
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The moment he saw it, the name of a man came to Kim Woo-jin’s mind . 
 
   ‘Johann Georg . ’
 
   An unforgettable face . 
 
   ‘It was this damn skill . ’
 
   He remembered how Johann Georg’s eyes changed to that of a hawk . 
 
   ‘Because of this I couldn’t hide any items from him . ’
 
   The skill allowed the user to see the target’s information as well as information on all the items they were carrying, allowing them to properly plan how to deal with their target . 
 
   The Eye of Horus
 
   That was the effect, if you targeted a player, you would see their stats and items and if you targeted a monster then you would see its stats and special abilities . 
 
   ‘It was the worst . ’
 
   It was the worse skill to face because there wasn’t much you could do to prevent it . 
 
   ‘If I could check the skills and items of players around me, I wouldn’t have been betrayed . ’
 
   If someone was able to view players’ items and skills easily, he would be almost undefeatable . 
 
   ‘It was so bad . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but feel some regret in his heart for his past (future) self as he learned the skill . 
 
   [You have acquired the ‘Eyes of Horus’ . ]
 
   [Achievement gained ‘The One with Horus’ Eyes’ . ]
 
   [Inventory space increased by 5 with the achievement ‘The One with Horus’ Eyes’ . ]
 
   A group of notifications sounded in Woo-jin’s ear . 
 
   Ring! Ring!
 
   And the ringing of a phone followed . 
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   In a dull office where the only light was provided by two fixtures on the ceiling, two men sat at a table, facing each other . One of them was very large and muscular, with a shiny bald head, the other was much smaller and looked at the man across from him with a slightly ugly expression . The sight was very strange and it wouldn’t seem out of place if guns or drugs were added to the scene . 
 
   Suddenly the bald man pulled a package out of his pocket . In a situation like this, what one would expect would be maybe a bar of gold or drugs or something of the sort, but when the man unwrapped the package, what was revealed instead, was a bar of chocolate .  
 
   Thus the image became rather strange and the smaller man couldn’t help but ask,
 
   “Are you really going to eat a chocolate bar now?”
 
   Oh Se-chan looked at the large man across from him who was munching away at his chocolate bar . 
 
   “This is how a man should be . ”
 
   When he heard that response, a smile appeared on Oh Se-chan’s face . 
 
   “Yes, if you don’t eat like that, people will definitely think you’re a woman . When you go to the bathroom make sure to take out a chocolate bar and start eating otherwise people will think they entered the women’s bathroom instead . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah ignored Oh Se-chan’s words and instead asked in a serious tone .  
 
   “Why’d you call me here?”
 
   “An A+ ranked dungeon has been discovered . ”
 
   “If you’re telling me about it, that must mean that it’s at least 2 floors . ”
 
   “Yeah, it’s two floors, level limit is 35 and under and only 99 entries are available . ”
 
   As he listened to the report, Lee Jin-ah’s face gradually became worse, but he didn’t pick up the document that Oh Se-chan placed on the table in front of him because he didn’t think too much about it . 
 
   An A+ rank dungeon was only for those large and powerful guilds like the Messiah Guild or the Phoenix Guild . It was not something small guilds could usually touch .  
 
   “The dungeon boss is a Needle Snake . ”
 
   “Eh? A Needle Snake?”
 
   However when he heard what the boss was, Lee Jin-ah reached forward and picked up the report in front of him .  
 
   “Hu-, Huh? Isn’t this supposed to be a dungeon report?”
 
   “Oh sorry, ignore that, the report is on the back . ”
 
   “Ah, I see . ”
 
   After flipping the paper over, Lee Jin-ah saw the report .  
 
   [Needle Snake Hunt . ]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 Floors: 2 Floors 
    
 Difficulty: A+ Rank 
    
 Maximum number of Entries: 99 
    
 Requirements: Level 35 and under 
    
 Challenge Conditions: Hunt the Needle Snake 
    
 Reward: Skill Stone(C) 
   As he read the details of the dungeon, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but say in a nervous tone,
 
   “Will there be anyone willing to do this? For players below level 35, a Needle Snake is almost certain death . ”
 
   “It truly is almost guaranteed death . ”
 
   The Needle Snake . A monster that became well known around the world two years ago when it first appeared . Showing up in Paris, France and then the United States, Britain and Japan one after another . However, there was no detailed information about it, and that was for one simple reason .  
 
   “Because it’s never been successfully killed before . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   No one had ever returned from a Needle Snake hunt . Because of this, the monster was given a nickname…
 
   “Snake Fucker . ”
 
   “…the Snake of Death . ”
 
   The Snake of Death, or the Snake Reaper . This name was given because of the large number of players that it killed . 
 
   “Hey, do you have to keep giving things stupid names?”
 
   “It’s all the same, Death Snake, Snake Fucker, Snake Bitch, Fucking Bitch, they’re the same thing right? Anyway, I roughly understand the situation now . ”
 
   Lee Jin-Ah put the report and looked at Oh Se-chan, his expression becoming serious . 
 
   “Most guilds will probably give up their claim on this one, but you’re the one who wants to eat it up first, right?”
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   “And you’re looking to blend into the crowd or maybe wait for a foreign guild to challenge . ”
 
   “Right . ”
 
   “But to snatch it from them we’d have to be really good or really . strong . ” 
 
   “I know that too . ”
 
   “Well let’s discuss the plan while we eat . I’ll take champagne with a large serving of tangsuyuk . Oh and please ask for a generous helping of dumplings too . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan shook his head at the sudden change .  
 
   “Where did this bullshit come from all of a sudden?”
 
   “You have to invest a bit to hire a skilled person don’t you?”
 
   “That’s true, but why are you the one eating?”
 
   “Because I’m the best person for such a job . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan gave him a blank stare . 
 
   “No? Then who could it be? Dragon Slayer? Trinity? The Brain? Or the Messiah Lee Se-jun? But all of them are near level 200 so they wouldn’t be able to enter the dungeon . ”
 
   “There is Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   When he heard the name, Lee Jin-ah made an ugly face . 
 
   “Damn it! I don’t wanna hunt with that bastard!”
 
   “Why?”
 
   “You should know! The guy is a heartless monster! I’ve never met anyone as crazy as he is . Humans usually have a consciousness, that guy, he considers your endurance before your skill . He needs to learn how to treat people right, first . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Lee Jin-ah was very much against working with Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “If you work with him, you would complete it more efficiently . ”
 
   Instead of arguing further, Oh Se-chan removed a recorder from his pocket and put it on the table after pressing the playback button . 
 
   ‘…What I want in a party are people who won’t hold me back . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s voice was heard from the recorder, the sound echoing in the now quiet room . 
 
   ‘I don’t care about their personality . Whether they’re a punk or a bastard, I don’t care . Even the devil himself, as long as he can beat me . If there is someone like that, I will follow him like a loyal dog . Please find them for me . haha! There is no one stronger than me . Hahahaha!’
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s face became uglier as he heard what he’d said . 
 
   “Umm, I’m a little thirsty…”
 
   He picked up a cup of water from the table and took a big sip, but his expression became worse .  
 
   “Brother, why does this water taste weird? It smells like there’s medicine in it . ”
 
   “Probably because it’s tap water . ”
 
   “Tap water?”
 
   “Why? Would you like some more?”
 
   When Oh Se-chan said this, Lee Jin-ah didn’t know whether to laugh or cry . 
 
   “Brother, big brother . Tap water…”
 
   “It’s not important, don’t worry, you won’t die even if you drank some more . ”
 
   “It’s not important?”
 
   “Yeah, the tap water is not important . What’s important is this dungeon hunt . you need to get it done the first time . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s expression became serious again . As Oh Se-chan said, when hunting a Needle Snake, you had to succeed on your first try . 
 
   “Right, if the first attack fails, there won’t be a chance for a second . You have to succeed from the start . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah knew how deadly the Needle Snake was . 
 
   “And that’s why you need Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   “I can’t handle this, where is the food?”
 
   “You still want to eat?”
 
   When he heard that, Lee Jin-ah looked at Oh Se-chan . 
 
   “What do you mean by that?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Oh Se-chan couldn’t help laughing . 
 
   After talking to Oh Se-chan on the phone, Kim Woo-jin closed it and recalled the conversation in his head . 
 
   ‘We’re going to attack the Needle Snake Dungeon, are you willing to participate?’
 
   Kim Woo-jin had directly refused without much thought and as if he was expecting it, Oh Se-chan had then said,
 
   ‘I knew you wouldn’t agree, so I’ll make you a deal . ’
 
   He proposed his deal to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘First I want to ask . What would you do if I could give you a legendary item? What would you do in exchange for a legendary item . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin said
 
   “I’d do whatever I can . ” 
 
   ‘Would you do everything you could? Would you do anything?’
 
   As Kim Woo-jin gave an affirmative answer, Oh Se-chan asked his last question . 
 
   ‘What if I told you to kill a savior, or a hero? Could you do it?’ 
 
   This time, Kim Woo-jin didn’t answer immediately .  
 
   ‘You have to think about it?’
 
   “Yes, I’m thinking . ”
 
   ‘Haha! no need to think about it . No one would easily do something if they weren’t sure they could bear the cost . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan returned to his proposal .  
 
   ‘Okay let’s get back to the topic . I’ll lend you a legendary item . That should greatly increase your skills . The condition is that you kill the Needle Snake . When you’ve completed the task, it’s yours . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin naturally accepted such an offer . The conversation ended not long after that . 
 
   At the moment however, Oh Se-chan’s question kept replaying in Woo-jin’s head as he gently tapped the flip phone against his head .  
 
   ‘For a legendary item, could you kill a savior or a hero?’ 
 
   As he thought of the question, Kim Woo-jin finally gave his answer . 
 
   ‘Something like that…I could do it for free . ’
 
   After he had this thought, Woo-jin got up and started preparing for the hunt .  
 
   ‘Hunting a Needle Snake…that’s easy . ’
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   The news of the dungeon swept through the Korean Peninsula like a wildfire . 
 
   [A+ Rank 2 Floor Dungeon discovered in Singung-ni, Nonsan!]
 
   [The third A+ Rank Dungeon has appeared!]
 
   [Will new legends be born!]
 
   People were excited when they saw the news . 
 
   ‘This is a legendary moment!’
 
   ‘If you’re Korean, you better cheer for the Messiah Guild!’
 
   Everyone was looking forward to the great event, however, the big event they looked forward to, didn’t happen . 
 
   [The Phoenix Guild gives up to the opportunity to participate!]
 
   [The Mir Guild gives up to the opportunity to participate!]
 
   The only thing that the public received were announcements from the first rate guilds, renouncing the opportunity to take part in the dungeon hunt . 
 
   ‘What? Why are they refusing to participate?’
 
   ‘Why is this reaction so different from last time?]
 
   Everyone was confused by the exact opposite reaction from the guilds when compared to the attack on the ‘Orc Champion Dungeon’ . When that A+ Rank Dungeon had appeared in Busan, the guilds were quite eager to take part . However, the answer was soon revealed . 
 
   [The dungeon boss has been confirmed to be the Needle Snake!]
 
   [The Needle Snake, the monster avoided by the world!]
 
   Information about the Needle Snake was soon spread worldwide and everyone began to understand . However there were still those who argued . 
 
   ‘Fucking cowards! I thought they were strong!’
 
   ‘When the monsters are a little strong, these ‘Strong Fighters’ all run and hide like rats . ’
 
   ‘Those bastards who call themselves ‘Heroes’ are just full of air . ’
 
   The accusations to the various celebrity players were vicious, claiming they only knew how to amass their own wealth and flaunt their paltry skills . 
 
   Of course, not everyone denied outright . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   [Messiah Guild’s Participation is still being discussed . ]
 
   [Park Shin-hye ‘I will try to challenge the dungeon as soon as I’m sufficiently prepared . ’]
 
   Like the other guilds, the Messiah Guild had already decided to give up on the dungeon, however their strategy was much smarter and it could be seen from the public’s reaction . 
 
   ‘Goddess Park Shin-hye has come out!’
 
   ‘Only the Messiah Guild is brave and worthy!’
 
   People didn’t blame the Messiah Guild as they believed without a doubt, a doubt that they were intending to challenge the dungeon . 
 
   ‘They’ll clear it . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin also didn’t doubt that the Messiah Guild would challenge the dungeon . 
 
   ‘After waiting for a good opportunity . ’
 
   They had done it a year after the dungeon opened for a few reasons . 
 
   ‘There is no one strong enough to beat it . ’
 
   In the Messiah Guild, there was currently no member who could challenge the dungeon without a high risk of failure and death . 
 
   ‘So there’s no reason to try . ’
 
   Even if there was someone who had a chance, if they went alone, while the reputation of Messiah Guild would go up, they wouldn’t be able to defeat the dungeon . 
 
   ‘If I recall correctly, the dungeon was cleared next winter . ’
 
   Of course, there was no reason to let them use this dungeon to increase their reputation . So Kim Woo-jin decided to clear the dungeon . 
 
   And so, he waited . 
 
   ‘If the guilds give up their bid to challenge and they’re unable to find 99 people to challenge the dungeon, then the opportunity will be shared with international players . ’
 
   The Korean Government would eventually open their doors and let foreign players participate . 
 
   [The Korean Government allows foreign guilds to participate in the A+ Dungeon Challenge!]
 
   And as Woo-jin expected, the doors were opened . 
 
   When the dungeon gates first appeared, countries all around the world gathered to sign a treaty . Among them, there was a clause concerning the challenge of dungeons . 
 
   For dungeons within their borders . Every country had the sovereignty to determine whether they wanted to challenge it or not, however, in the event that they didn’t intend to challenge the dungeon or were unable to fill the quota, it was agreed that they’d open their borders, and let foreign players also participate in the attack . 
 
   In truth, it was a seldom used clause . There was no reason for players in Russia to travel to challenge a D Rank Dungeon even if players in Korea could not defeat it . However in the case of an A+ Rank Dungeon it was different . 
 
   Even around the world, it was very difficult for players to get the opportunity to challenge an A+ Rank Dungeon and it would be a lie to say that there weren’t many who wanted to take up the challenge . Regardless of whether it was the Needle Snake or Death snake that had never been defeated or if you’d have to be crazy to challenge it . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   In Korea, there were maybe hundreds of so-called crazy people, but in the entire world, there were thousands of them . 
 
   [41 Foreign Players are confirmed to join the battle!]
 
   [The recruitment of the 99 spots has been completed!]
 
   [Will this hunt of the Needle Snake be the first to succeed!]
 
   Thus, 41 foreigners had opted to join the attack on the dungeon . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin joined the attack as well, but he didn’t do it under the name of the Phoenix guild . 
 
   “Mr . Isaac Ivanov, please step forward . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov, a Russian national belonging to the Mokosh Guild, that was Kim Woo-jin’s current status . 
 
   Looking at the appearance, there was no sign of Kim Woo-jin’s features anywhere, from the white skin, to the blonde hair . 
 
   ‘I’m going to need a mask like this for myself . ’
 
   It was a sophisticated disguise prepared for him by Oh Se-chan . 
 
   While it wasn’t perfect, the ability of this mask was very good . Made with Doppelganger skin, the mask allowed it’s wearer to change their appearance and it was very difficult to see through . 
 
   What was more impressive however, was the forgery . While foreign players didn’t need a large number of identification documentation to access a dungeon, the ID of a player was still very hard to fake . 
 
   ‘This wasn’t made specifically for me, I’m sure there are many other identities I could’ve used . ’
 
   It was obvious that Oh Se-chan had many such counterfeit identities as he had so easily given one to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘He is amazing in many ways . ’
 
   Woo-jin originally appreciated and estimated Oh Se-chan very highly, but even then it seemed that he had underestimated him . 
 
   There were two reasons why Oh Se-chan made Kim Woo-jin use a disguise to enter the dungeon . 
 
   For one, as the Phoenix Guild had publicly renounced their opportunity to enter the dungeon, the guild had forbidden the members from openly joining . 
 
   The other reason was to hide Kim Woo-jin’s skills . Oh Se-chan had learned just how amazing Kim Woo-jin was from Lee Jin-ah so he knew that if Kim Woo-jin entered under his own name and showed off his skills, he would immediately attract a lot of attention, both good and bad . So in order to not expose him, he arranged for Kim Woo-jin to use a fake identity . 
 
   ‘I’m pretty lucky . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was actually grateful as he had already had a similar idea in mind . 
 
   Additionally, there was another person who was also using a fake identity . 
 
   “Dammit! I can’t go on like this . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was Lee Jin-ah, who stood beside Kim Woo-jin . He also had a mask that gave him white skin and blonde hair . 
 
   “This mask is pretty cool, but it’s too annoying to eat . ”
 
   Because of the mask, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t eat a chocolate bar as he usually did . 
 
   “What are you looking at?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah asked in a sharp tone as he saw Kim Woo-jin looking at him . 
 
   In response, Kim Woo-jin also asked a question,
 
   “Are you nervous?”
 
   “Nervous?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah let out a snort . 
 
   “I’m a man of steel, I’ve never been nervous since the day I was born . Never!”
 
   Though he said that, Lee Jin-ah was actually quite nervous as it was normal to be nervous in such tense situations . 
 
   ‘…The Needle Snake’
 
   The Needle Snake, the Snake of Death that had never been defeated before, now he must enter the dungeon to hunt it . 
 
   Once inside, they couldn’t return before defeating the Needle Snake . 
 
   “What about you huh? Are you nervous?”
 
   “Yep . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin was also tense, but it was for another reason, compared to what Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   ‘I’m curious as to what will happen . ’
 
   Woo-jin looked at an item in his inventory as he had this thought . 
 
   [Grim Reaper’s Mask . ]
 Rating: Legendary 
    
 Usable for level 1 or higher 
    
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 Description: Mask of the Grim Reaper . Access and directly control summoned Undead monsters . 
    
 Effects: Increase Magic Power by 10% . Increases Magic Power Recovery by 10% 
    
   
   This item was the reason why Kim Woo-jin was tense . 
 
   ‘Even Johann Georg didn’t manage to get his hands on it . ’
 
   A skill that even the King of Undead coveted was now in his control . 
 
   ‘Access and Control…’
 
   If he had this, then he was confident that he could destroy the Messiah Guild in three years . This made Kim Woo-jin feel tense and slightly excited . 
 
   “Don’t be worried man . Believe in me Lee Jin-ah, even if your personality is garbage, I never let my teammates down . ”
 
   This was the reason Kim Woo-jin couldn’t relate to Lee Jin-ah, he was a bit too dumb . 
 
   “Now, shall we enter the dungeon?”
 
   And with that the two of them walked toward the dungeon entrance . 
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   After stepping into the gate, they were surrounded by white lights which soon disappeared, revealing their surroundings .  
 
   They were in a jungle, reminiscent of the Amazon Rainforest . A stifling and humid heat wrapped around them . 
 
   [Survive for 5 days . ]
 
   At that moment, the quest notification appeared, causing almost everyone in the dungeon to exclaim .  
 
   “What? A survival quest?”
 
   “Damn! This is the worst!”
 
   “Shit!” (TL: This one was in English, took me by surprise)
 
   ‘Survival Quest…In the end, even if you want to leave, you still need to survive at least four days . ’
 
   In other words, regardless of what they did, the first floor would take five days to be completed, but for 2 Floor Dungeons, it was always best to finish the first floor as quickly as possible .  
 
   “A survival quest in an A+ rank…that means there’s probably an incredibly strong monster . ”
 
   Regardless, the fact that surviving was a quest meant that it wouldn’t be easy . So naturally, many players became even more nervous, including Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   He turned to Kim Woo-jin and asked,
 
   “What do we do?”
 
   “We start the test . ”
 
   “Test?”
 
   When he remembered the last test, a shiver ran down Lee Jin-ah’s spine and his knees shook a bit . 
 
   “I have to test some new items . ”
 
   “O-, Oh! Right!”
 
   Relief was visible on Lee Jin-ah’s face . After that the two of them started moving . 
 
   Cheoduk!
 
   A lonely goblin stumbled and fell to the floor, an arrow sticking out of its back . The goblin had just been walking through the underbrush, was now lying motionlessly on the floor, a single arrow through the heart its only wound . It was truly a great showcase of skill .  
 
   “What the fuck?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who witnessed the kill from the side could barely keep his mouth closed .  
 
   ‘It’s possible to hit a vital point from this far in a dense forest?’
 
   Killing a goblin with one arrow wasn’t hard, but to kill a moving goblin in a forest from over 100 metres away with a single arrow was hard to believe . 
 
   So at that moment, Lee Jin-ah made a promise with himself . 
 
   ‘Let’s not think too much about it . ’
 
   He decided then to never compare himself to Kim Woo-jin again . 
 
   Meanwhile Woo-jin who’d finished his hunt, didn’t move yet . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Nothing is nearby . ’
 
   After confirming there were no monsters or players near them or the goblin, Kim Woo-jin approached the prey he’d killed .  
 
   [You have summoned a Skeleton . ]
 
   Immediately after arriving at the body, Kim Woo-jin summoned it’s skeleton . 
 
   “Hehe, nice to meet you . ” 
 
   When Lee Jin-ah saw the appearance of a new Skeleton Soldier, he couldn’t help but come over and try to stroke its head . 
 
   However the Skeleton Soldier stepped back and avoided his hand .  
 
   “Eh?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah frowned slightly as the Skeleton Soldier stepped away from him before once again reaching for the skeleton who avoided him .  
 
   “Haha! Then let’s see what you’ve got!”
 
   Boom!
 
   A strange confrontation of reaching and dodging broke out between Lee Jin-ah and the skeleton .  
 
   As he watched this odd scene, Kim Woo-jin reached into his inventory, pulled out the Grim Reaper’s Mask and put it on .  
 
   [You have received the achievement ‘Wearer of the Grim Reaper’s Mask’ . ]
 
   He heard a notification, but there didn’t seem to be any special effects, it felt like he was just wearing a mask .  
 
   However when he turned toward where Lee Jin-ah and the skeleton were fighting, he noticed something interesting . 
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   On the head of the skeleton, a black thread appeared, floating toward him . 
 
   As Kim Woo-jin reached forward and grabbed the thread, a notification appeared before him . 
 
   [Connected to Skeleton . ]
 
   The Skeleton Soldier stopped moving the moment the notification sounded and at the same time the Skeleton’s field of you appeared in Kim Woo-jin’s eyes .  
 
   ‘Ha! I got you!”
 
   It was then that Lee Jin-ah lunged forward and pressed his hand to the skeleton’s skull . 
 
   ‘I understand now . ’
 
   Only then did Kim Woo-jin truly understand the ability of the Grim Reaper’s Mask . What the mask did, was take control of a summoned undead monster . 
 
   If you use the mask, you would be able to see exactly what the monster could see .  
 
   ‘I can also control it…’
 
   It seemed that he was also able to control it . 
 
   “Move your hand . ”
 
   It also seemed like he could use the Skeleton Soldiers to speak . 
 
   “Oh…huh…huh!”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Lee Jin-ah was shocked at the turn of events and took a few steps back, his face pale . 
 
   “Skel-, the skeleton can speak?”
 
   As the skeleton stared at him, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but gulp a bit especially when the skeleton’s flaming eyes began burning with golden flames . 
 
   [Eye of Horus Activated . ]
 
   A notification sounded in Kim Woo-jin’s ear and he couldn’t help but think . 
 
   ‘Johann Georg would’ve died of envy . ’
 
   Survival Quest . 
 
   It was a quest with only one condition . Survive for a specific amount of time .  
 
   In a way, it was a very simple quest . It was natural to think that quests to hunt a fearsome monster, or to kill thousands of monsters would be harder to complete . However, the situation was way different from what you would imagine .  
 
   “Goddammit! survival quests are like a heaven for monsters…”
 
   The monsters that could be found in survival quests were much more than in any other type of quest .  
 
   “It’s not just that there’s a lot of them . It’s so annoying how many different types there are!”
 
   For example, when doing a quest to kill 1000 Orcs, usually the only monsters that the player would encounter would be orcs and the total number one could find would be between 1000 and 3000 depending on the difficulty of the quest .  
 
   However in a survival quest, especially one with a time limit of 5 days, one could probably find every monster capable of spawning in a dungeon’s first floor and their numbers varied without any real limit .  
 
   “A+ rank and a survival quest…the worst possible combination . ”
 
   “I don’t even want to think about how many there will be . ”
 
   With the rank being A+ it was very possible for players to encounter more monsters than they ever had before . Moreover, with the situation being the way it was now, the players were left with two tough choices .  
 
   “What do we do? Stay here?”
 
   “The monsters will smell our food and flock to us . Rather, it’s better to be constantly on the move and hunt them as we go . ”
 
   Staying on the move and killing the monsters as they encountered them, or trying to hold a spot while withstanding the attack of the monsters .  
 
   “It’s better to move . ”
 
   Most players chose the former . 
 
   “There are so many players around, we could join forces with them . ”
 
   “We’ll have to move around for a few days first, to assess the general situation . ”
 
   It wasn’t wise to make rash decisions in an environment where you didn’t know what direction the monsters were coming from and when you didn’t know what could happen . 
 
   But of course everyone didn’t make the same decision . Rather than run from the monsters, there were those like Lee Jin-ah and Kim Woo-jin who went after the monsters instead . 
 
   Which wasn’t good news for the monsters . 
 
   The three Orcs that were facing off against Lee Jin-ah at the moment in a three-on-one . The Orcs had an advantage in numbers and size . 
 
   “Here’s my politeness injection punch!”
 
   Puk!
 
   However against the three orcs, Lee Jin-ah dished out unadulterated violence .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Puk!
 
   He used his fists to slowly crush the bodies of the orcs like he was molding clay . 
 
   Puk!
 
   A nose broke under the blow, the orcs skull sinking by a third and it flew backward . It didn’t get up after that .  
 
   When he saw this, Lee Jin-ah looked down at his fist and thought,
 
   ‘I’m also strong . ’
 
   He was strong . It wasn’t being self-absorbed, or narcissistic . 
 
   ‘I’m not weak . ’
 
   As he thought that, Lee Jin-ah turned his head to look across the clearing he was in . There a Skeleton Soldier was destroying the last of a group of five Orcs using only a scimitar .  
 
   ‘It’s that guy that’s a complete monster . ’
 
   He looked at the skeleton and couldn’t help but recall just a few hours ago . 
 
   Having learned that the Grim Reaper’s Mask could access and control his skeletons, Kim Woo-jin immediately began testing it . He wanted to see just how much he could do with the control he had . 
 
   ‘At first, it wasn’t that scary…’
 
   Naturally, controlling a creature isn’t like manipulating a character by pressing buttons on a controller or a keyboard . Instead it was like trying to tame a wild horse . It couldn’t be done perfectly from the start . But as time progressed, Kim Woo-jin became increasingly better at controlling the Skeleton Soldier .  
 
   ‘Now…it’s insane . ’
 
   The five dead orcs at the skeleton’s feet were the best proof . 
 
   ‘These little skeletons are no joke…’
 
   The Skeleton Soldier controlled by Kim Woo-jin had more than twice the combat efficiency of the normal Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
   ‘I’ve never seen a summoned skeleton like this before . ’ 
 
   When using the skeleton, skills that Kim Woo-jin possessed such as Blood Weapon and Blood Poison didn’t work, but he was still able to use skills like Bone Sword and Summon Skeleton . 
 
   Eye of Anubis and Eye of Horus could also be used although there was a penalty . When used by the Skeleton Soldier, the skills used about three times more magic power than normal .  
 
   ‘Though if he defeated someone with the Skeleton Soldier, the experience he gained was reduced . ’
 
   Though it was a small price to pay compared to the things he could do with the Grim Reaper’s Mask .  
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   Suddenly the Skeleton Soldier turned toward Lee Jin-ah and called . This caused Lee Jin-ah’s expression to become ugly .  
 
   “Isn’t polite to talk to someone face to face? Huh?”
 
   It didn’t feel good to be treated like a subordinate by a mere skeleton .  
 
   “Would you like to try my politeness injection punch?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah didn’t back down, because it was just the Skeleton Soldier and not Kim Woo-jin himself, but before he could try anything…
 
   “How are you feeling?”
 
   A voice filled with murderous intent sounded behind Lee Jin-ah’s back .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Ugh!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was startled, spinning around quickly to see Kim Woo-jin approaching him . 
 
   ‘Fuck! This bastard! Pretending to control the skeletons while approaching from behind!’
 
   “How’s your body’s condition?”
 
   As Lee Jin-ah had his internal struggle, Kim Woo-jin repeated his question, though his tone was much lower than when he asked the first . Almost as if to say he wouldn’t ask another time .  
 
   Because of this, Lee Jin-ah quickly answered .  
 
   “I’m fine! Ready to inject politeness into anyone who doesn’t have it! No one should have bad manners!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s voice sounded much quieter than his usual boisterous tone . 
 
   “Good . Now it’s time to hunt . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s smile stiffened . 
 
   ‘Haven’t we been hunting this whole time?’
 
   During the three hours since the dungeon had been opened, Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah had killed more than 100 monsters . Ordinary players couldn’t reach such a number even after trying for two days .  
 
   Wasn’t that considered hunting?
 
   “So what do you call what we’ve been doing so far?”
 
   In response to Lee Jin-ah’s question, Kim Woo-jin gave a simple answer,
 
   “A warm up . ”
 
   When he saw how serious Kim Woo-jin’s serious expression without a hint of mischief, Lee Jin-ah knew he meant it .  
 
   “Actually, I think it’s not a good idea for me to continue like this…Where am I? What time is it?…Ah! I have anemia! Yes, I have anemia, it makes me so dizzy…”
 
   Kim Woo-jin said nothing to Lee Jin-ah .  
 
   Tuk!
 
   Instead it was the Skeleton Soldier that walked over to them and stabbed Lee Jin-ah in the ass, causing him to scream loudly and jump away . 
 
   “What the hell are you doing?!”
 
   “You said you have anemia, I was trying to give you some iron . ”
 
   “Iron? That’s not an injection!”
 
   “Does it matter? Iron is entering your body anyway . ”
 
   “Dammit, how does that make sense!” 
 
   Lee Jin-ah really felt like crying . This Kim Woo-jin bastard was too much .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin glanced at his expression and nodded .  
 
   “Since you look so angry, that means your anemia went away . Lets go . ”
 
   As he heard this, Lee Jin-Ah gave up his futile effort .  
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   The most dangerous day in a survival quest, was the second day . On the first day, there were few large scale battles as the players and monsters took time to examine their surroundings . When that was finished, was when the true fighting would start .  
 
   What was more frightening however was that even when fighting, the players had to be alert against other dangers . Take for example, when fighting with a horde of Goblins, during the fight, it was possible to then be attacked by a group of Kobolds or Orcs . A battle of such a scale would stimulate the nearby monsters and it was possible to trigger a frenzy or as it was more commonly called, a Monster Wave . 
 
   This was also one of the reasons why players opted to stay on the move rather than settle down in one location . 
 
   “Isn’t it too quiet?”
 
   “Yeah…”
 
   However the players in the dungeon couldn’t help but feel that they were facing a situation that was exactly the opposite of what they expected . 
 
   On the second day, the players had prepared to face a great struggle but instead were met with peace .  
 
   “It was quiet on the second day, but even the third?”
 
   Even as the third day came and passed, there was no sign of a Monster Wave brewing . In fact, it was hard for the players to even encounter any monsters at all .  
 
   “Is this really a survival quest?”
 
   “It…should be?”
 
   No one could understand the situation . 
 
   “Are you sure we’re in an A+ rank Dungeon?””
 
   The difficulty of quests in an A+ rank Dungeon was supposed to be much higher than the others and the battles that should’ve occurred were supposed to be very difficult . But there was no sign of any such battle .  
 
   “Obviously something must’ve happened . Otherwise it doesn’t make sense for there to be no monsters in the dungeon . ”
 
   “I don’t know . First we need to figure out what’s happening . ”
 
   And so some people started searching for clues .  
 
   “Oh my God…are these all corpses?”
 
   “How many died here?”
 
   “…I think…there are at least 100 dead bodies here . ”
 
   Those who had begun investigating came across a clearing in which the bodies of monsters were piled high like a mountain and it was not just one . Such clearings could be found all over the jungle .  
 
   “Who did this?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   This proved that someone was hunting the monsters and slaughtering them .  
 
   “I don’t know who did this, but it’s not normal . ”
 
   “Is this some kind of rare event?”
 
   “This is no rare event, look there . ”
 
   “That…huh? Are those fences?”
 
   It seemed that it wasn’t done purely with brute force .  
 
   “They made a labyrinth of fences and walls to confuse the monsters . Look at the ground, there are signs of digging all over . ”
 
   “It was a giant trap . ”
 
   “At this point, you couldn’t call it a trap . It was hell . ”
 
   The large mound of bodies were all achieved through the use of a sophisticated trap . All the investigating players shivered, and they weren’t alone . 
 
   ‘Oh my God . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah didn’t know what to say as he looked at the bodies of Orcs, Lizardmen and Goblins in front of him .  
 
   They were monsters that he had hunted, but they weren’t hunted like he usually would .  
 
   ‘Is this how this guy hunts?’
 
   It was Kim Woo-jin’s method .  
 
   ‘How can you hunt like this you crazy bastard?’
 
   From Lee Jin-ah’s perspective, this method was beyond common sense .  
 
   When Lee Jin-ah hunted monsters, it was like a lion hunting a wolf . He would make a plan and use items, but in the end it still came down to defeating it with his power .  
 
   However Kim Woo-jin was different .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t confront the monsters directly . Even though he could easily win with his strength, he still decided to set the stage .  
 
   After finding a suitable location, he first used walls, fences and natural obstacles to make a maze . Then using the Blood Weapon skill, he installed nails, swords and various other weapons and traps throughout the maze . When it was complete, Kim Woo-jin then used his Skeleton Soldiers to lure monsters into the maze . 
 
   The attracted monsters would be afflicted with Blood Poison, as well as suffer wounds from the blood weapons and bone weapons that were installed in the maze, before having to fight Lee Jin-ah and the Skeleton Soldiers .  
 
   The effect was as the players had seen before . The bodies piled up like a mountain, and the blood flowed like a river .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Using the bodies of the monsters, Kim Woo-jin created more Blood Weapons and Bone Weapons .  
 
   ‘As the number of bodies increase, this guy becomes more and more of a monster . ’
 
   The more battles they fought, the more monsters they killed, the stronger Kim Woo-jin became .  
 
   Gulp!
 
   As he came out of his thoughts, Lee Jin-ah turned to look at Kim Woo-jin who was standing in a tree with the Grim Reaper’s Mask covering his face .  
 
   Suddenly, to his surprise, Kim Woo-jin took the mask off and turned to him .  
 
   “What’s wrong?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered as he jumped down beside Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “The situation has changed . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Things changed?
 
   ‘What’s going on?’
 
   If Kim Woo-jin who had dismissed their hunting of the monsters as a simple warm up could say such a thing, that meant that it wasn’t something simple like a monster horde or something like that . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah tensed up .  
 
   “Huh? Did a really strong monster appear? Or did the other players find our location and are coming to kill us?”
 
   Instead of answering him, Kim Woo-jin approached the mountain of corpses and chanted a spell toward an Orc corpse in the middle .  
 
   “Summon Skeleton . ”
 
   As the spell activated, the skin and flesh of the Orc melted off leaving only the bones which began to rise . Then, a flame was lit in its eyes . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who saw this, was stupefied .  
 
   “Wha-, what the hell?”
 
   ‘Couldn’t he only summon nine of them?’
 
   As far as Lee Jin-ah knew, Kim Woo-jin could only summon nine Skeleton Soldiers . But now Kim Woo-jin had summoned a tenth and that wasn’t all . Soon after, he summoned an eleventh, and then a twelfth . 
 
   “Cou-, couldn’t you only summon nine skeletons?”
 
   This scene made Lee Jin-ah deeply afraid and so he couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   This time, Kim Woo-jin answered .  
 
   “I could’ve only summoned nine . ”
 
   As he said that, he summoned his thirteenth Skeleton Soldier . 
 
   “Until just a moment ago . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin remembered what occurred just minutes ago . 
 
   [Everyone is afraid of you . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your actions . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld gifts you a part of their power . ]
 
   [The Skill rank for Skeleton Warrior Mastery has increased by one rank . ]
 
   When he looked at the skill window after hearing the notification, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes widened . 
 
   [Skeleton Warrior Mastery . ]
 Rank: D 
    
 Description: Enhances the abilities of summoned Skeletons and increases the maximum number that can be summoned . The effects increase with the skills rank . 
    
 Effects: Skeletons abilities increased by 15% 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 +8 Summonable Skeleton Soldiers 
   A smile stretched across Kim Woo-jin’s face .  
 
   ‘Johann Georg would be jealous . ’
 
   The number of combatants were very important in a battle, and the difference between 9 and 13 changes the type of tactics that can be used drastically . Naturally Kim Woo-jin knew how to maximize the difference . 
 
   “You four will be the archers . ”
 
   The four new Skeleton soldiers were thus converted into archers and naturally the number of tactics available to Kim Woo-jin changed .  
 
   “Let’s go first . ”
 
   After consistently using the trap, Kim Woo-jin decided to go hunt the monsters instead of luring and trapping them . After all if you had an increase in firepower, it was best to use it . 
 
   “Yeah, let’s go . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah welcomed the change .  
 
   “Let’s have a real battle . ”
 
   Raw battles were the best, even if there was the possibility of being hurt .  
 
   “I’ll show you how I, Lee Jin-ah will slaughter the monster!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s face was flushed with excitement, his eyes began burning brightly with fighting spirit .  
 
   “Huh?”
 
   But the fire in his eyes dimmed a little not long after .  
 
   “Why are you still next to me?”
 
   Seeing Lee Jin-ah’s expression, Kim Woo-jin walked past, to stand in front of him .  
 
   “Now, I’m leading the way . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who had been controlling the battlefield from the back was now standing on the frontline .  
 
   Lee Jin-ah laughed loudly as he looked at him . 
 
   “You should do your best . I can handle anything else, but I can’t tolerate a poor guy floundering in front of me . ”
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   “Huff, Huff…”
 
   On a battlefield covered in the broken corpses of Kobolds, a man stood panting . 
 
   Just from looking at his face, one could tell that the man desperately wanted to lay down and rest . 
 
   The man, whose eyes were full of despair looked over to another man who was also finishing up his own fight . 
 
   “Hey, that was all of them . ” 
 
   His expression was earnest and polite as he continued .  
 
   “Can we take a break now?”
 
   As usual, Kim Woo-jin didn’t respond to Lee Jin-ah’s question, instead a skeleton walked up to him and shook its head, as if to say,
 
   ‘No, you can’t . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah closed his eyes tightly when he saw this, Kim Woo-jin’s figure flashing in his mind . 
 
   ‘This motherfucker…’
 
   He recalled the fight that just happened . Previously, Lee Jin-ah believed that without the Skeleton Soldiers, he could defeat Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   It wasn’t empty confidence either . Though he’d lost one to Kim Woo-jin before and he had even surrendered to him, he hadn’t been fighting for his life then .  
 
   ‘Crazy Monstrous bastard . ’
 
   However the battle he just witnessed caused him to rethink that thought .  
 
   ‘How is this fair for the rest of us? This guy is like a monster who returned from the future or something . How could someone who isn’t even level 30 be that strong?’
 
   He was too efficient . When fighting, the energy expended in the process of trying to injure your opponent was enormous . However it seemed that Kim Woo-jin didn’t feel any strain at all . 
 
   This was possible because Kim Woo-jin looked at the whole picture . When he fought, he did not just look at what was in front of him like an RPG game, instead he looked at the whole picture as those he was playing a strategy simulation game and made his decisions after considering the best direction .  
 
   ‘I have to learn to fight like that…’ 
 
   For Lee Jin-ah, he didn’t just watch on in surprise, instead he watched to learn .  
 
   This was the actual reason why Kim Woo-jin tested and fought with Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   ‘This is how the ‘Immortal’ fights . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin had once studied Lee Jin-ah’s fighting style, and now that Lee Jin-ah was looking at him, he would ensure he taught him properly .  
 
   ‘He will digest it bit by bit . ’
 
   He would watch and learn . 
 
   ‘Just a little longer and he should be able to use it . ’
 
   In other words, Lee Jin-ah’s current abilities were not up to Kim Woo-jin’s standards . 
 
   It was natural . Currently, the amount of experience that the players had was at a pitiful level when compared to Kim Woo-jin who had survived many conflicts before he was betrayed . If there were many people who could meet his standards, that would be strange instead .  
 
   ‘I can work with this . ’
 
   But now, the circumstances were different . 
 
   ‘Johann Georg wouldn’t be a threat anymore . ’
 
   With the halo that he had currently, Kim Woo-jin was certain . At the rate he was gaining the favor of the Emissary of the Underworld, it would be hard for Johann Georg to reach his past level . 
 
   While there wasn’t much that Kim Woo-jin could do to impact him currently . The halo’s favor, or lack thereof would be fatal to Johann Georg’s growth .  
 
   However the absence of Johann Georg meant that the Messiah Guild would be much freer than in the past . 
 
   ‘Without Johann Georg, the influence of the Messiah Guild after the war with Japan in 2025 would spread much faster than in the past . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   In fact, Kim Woo-jin remembered that the greatest difficulty the Messiah Guild encountered after 2025 was the King of Undead .  
 
   The Messiah Guild became the shining beacon for all those who wanted to escape from under the shadow of the King of the Undead . 
 
   ‘The speed at which they reveal their ambitions will increase . ’
 
   It meant the day that the day the Messiah Guild took off their mask . It also meant that the amount of time Kim Woo-jin hand was shortened . 
 
   ‘Lee Se-jun, you will take off that damn mask even earlier . ’
 
   The day Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah finally met was soon approaching . 
 
   ‘Just like I wanted . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was satisfied with the situation . 
 
   He started walking forward . 
 
   “Fuck it! Let’s go till we die!”
 
   With that, Lee Jin-ah followed after him . 
 
   [24 hours remaining . ]
 
   There was a notification as the 5th day started . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   [You have achieved level 30 . Inventory spaces increased by 6 . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld is impressed by your growth . Inventory spaces increased by 6 . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld sent a catalogue as a gift . ]
 
   At the same time, the notification that Kim Woo-jin reached level 30 also appeared . 
 
   ‘Hunting on this floor is almost over . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked around . 
 
   More than twenty-nine corpses and Skeleton Soldiers and an exhausted Lee Jin-ah could be seen .  
 
   “Hoo! Hoo! Hoo!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s expression was similar to that of a landmine . The moment you stepped on it, it would explode .  
 
   Boom!
 
   A Skeleton Soldier approached Lee Jin-ah who turned toward it, his ferocious expression nowhere to be seen . 
 
   At that moment, the Skeleton Soldier opened its mouth . 
 
   “It’s time to eat . ”
 
   “Where should we spread the mat?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah smiled brightly and started looking for a place for them to eat .  
 
   Meanwhile, Kim Woo-jin examined his status . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin . ]
 Level: 30 
    
 Halo: Emissary of the Underworld  
    
    
 
    
   
 
    
 Stats: Health: (92+123) Stamina: (2+65) Magic Power: (3+95) 
    
 Achievements: 18 
    
 Extra Points: 3 
   If other players saw his status, they would wonder if something was wrong with their eyes . 
 
   ‘This should be enough to clear a level 50 dungeon . ’
 
   At the least, Kim Woo-jin’s stats were comparable to players over level 40 . 
 
   ‘It’s not enough yet . ’
 
   However for Kim Woo-jin, his stats were far from enough . The prey he was intending to hunt was more of a monster than monsters .  
 
   ‘Okay, I still have more to go . ’
 
   Kim turned his gaze to Lee Jin-ah who was comfortably eating a chocolate bar while being surrounded by skeletons . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah started shaking his chocolate bar at one of the skeletons .  
 
   “Do you want a piece? Huh? If you want it, come and get it . ”
 
   Of course Lee Jin-ah didn’t think that the skeleton would actually try to do it . 
 
   Boom!
 
   “Uh?”
 
   At that time the skeleton, like a trained dog, lunged toward Lee Jin-ah’s hand and bit it .  
 
   “Oh my God! See this? Now he’s opened his heart to me!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah who was surprised by the action, pulled his hand back and placed the chocolate bar that he just started eating into the skeleton’s hand . Then he said, his voice soaked with emotion,
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Kuh! See, after all it was possible for us to be friends . ”
 
   The Skeleton Soldier immediately turned and delivered the chocolate bar to Kim Woo-jin,
 
   “Wha . . ?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin took a moment to take off the Grim Reaper’s Mask before collecting the chocolate bar .  
 
   Lee Jin-ah shouted at him,
 
   “Were you controlling it just now?”
 
   In response, Kim Woo-jin took a bite of the chocolate bar . 
 
   “Whatever, what are we gonna do now?”
 
   “Hunt the needle snake . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s expression turned serious . 
 
   “We start the second floor tomorrow, right?”
 
   Honestly Lee Jin-ah had been so busy hunting monsters that he hadn’t had time to be nervous . 
 
   “Are you ready?”
 
   If it wasn’t for Kim Woo-jin, Oh Se-chan would never have sent Lee Jin-ah into the dungeon even if he begged . For Lee Jin-ah, Kim Woo-jin was practically a lifeline . 
 
   When Lee Jin-ah asked his question, Woo-jin had already started organizing the information he had on the Needle Snake .  
 
   The Needle Snake was a 30 metre long snake that was covered in long needle-like spines, like a hedgehog . 
 
   ‘It won’t be easy . ’
 
   It was extremely dangerous . 
 
   ‘There’s also the poison . ’
 
   Not only did the Needle Snake have extraordinary physical prowess, its spines were also coated in poison . Extremely potent poison at that, to the point that even those who had resistance to poison would not dare guarantee they’d be unaffected . 
 
   ‘And if it shoots its spines, it would be devastating . ’
 
   The snake had the ability to shoot the spikes out of its body when it felt threatened . This ability made it extremely hard to deal with, but it was already dangerous even without it .  
 
   ‘This is probably all that the others will be able to imagine . ’
 
   Of course all the parties that encountered the dungeon had made their own plans and conjectures as to the monster’s abilities and how to deal with them . However since it was never successfully captured before, there was no confirmed plan as to how to deal with it . 
 
   “In my opinion, the Needle Snake will probably explode like a shrapnel grenade and send spikes flying all over . ”
 
   If even Lee Jin-ah could consider this idea then it was to be expected that other players would also and prepare accordingly .  
 
   The fact that no player had ever successfully defeated a Needle Snake, that meant that there would be something that would be hard to deal with . 
 
   “Maybe it shoots poison gas from its body . ”
 
   “Gas?”
 
   “That could be why its nickname is Death Snake . ” 
 
   Poison Fog . 
 
   That was the real weapon of the Needle Snake . 
 
   “Its body is covered in needles and the spikes and each of the spikes are coated in poison . So if the needles come out, the poison would likely come out too . ”
 
   “That’s true . ”
 
   “So what happens to the poison, if the needles disappear?”
 
   “But if the poison flows out of its body…won’t it hurt?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah made a contemplative expression . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “It’s poison gas, it wouldn’t feel it . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s face relaxed as he thought about that . However Kim Woo-jin stopped paying attention to him .  
 
   ‘But this still isn’t difficult enough to be an A+ ranked dungeon . ’
 
   The part that Kim Woo-jin thought of the most, was that the Needle Snake wasn’t enough to make the dungeon A+ rank . 
 
   If hunting a needle snake was ranked at A+, then every dungeon with a mission to hunt the Needle Snake would be A+ . However there were dungeons with missions to hunt Needle Snakes that were only B+ rank .  
 
   The strength of a Needle Snake, no matter how you estimate it, was B+ at most . 
 
   ‘There must be another reason . ’
 
   This also meant that there was something else that made the dungeon A+ . 
 
   ‘If you couldn’t find a legendary item in an A+ dungeon, it wasn’t because it wasn’t there, it’s because you didn’t look hard enough . ’
 
   In every A+ dungeon, if one searched hard enough, one would be able to find a legendary item or skill and that was Kim Woo-jin’s goal . 
 
   “Right now, it’s good just to hunt monsters . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Beep!
 
   Suddenly a loud sound, similar to that of a flute could be heard from far away .  
 
   “An SOS beacon?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah turned his head in surprise .  
 
   “Now?”
 
   All the players who made it to the 5th day were those who at least had a bit of strength . And after Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah had almost cleared out the floor completely, there was even less reason for someone to activate a help beacon . 
 
   “Did we miss some monsters?”
 
   Though it was unlikely, that didn’t mean it was impossible .  
 
   “It’s not a rescue request . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Naturally, it wasn’t someone calling for help .  
 
   “It’s a call for players to join together to hunt the Needle Snake on the second floor . ”
 
   At this Lee Jin-ah laughed . 
 
   “They think they can beat the snake? Their confidence pierces the sky . ”
 
   It was funny to him that they thought they could beat the Needle Snake that no one killed before simply by banding together . 
 
   However Kim Woo-jin didn’t laugh . 
 
   “You rested for 4 days, it’s time to work . ”
 
   “That was letting me rest?” 
 
   Only then did Lee Jin-ah realise that this was all part of Kim Woo-jin’s plan .  
 
   “What are you going to do?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t answer him . 
 
   ‘Now I only need to check the catalogue . ’
 
   “Catalogue . ”
 
   “Catalogue? Eh? Golden again?!”
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   A+ rank Dungeons were there places where the probability to get legendary class skills and items was the highest . However it was only on the first floor that one could recklessly fight and explore . 
 
   In high ranking dungeons, especially those at B+ rank and above, the floors after the 1st floor were on completely different levels .  
 
   Though everyone knew that there were many opportunities to be had in higher floors, the fact was that one couldn’t get them simply through their abilities, courage and determination .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin also admitted to this fact . 
 
   ‘The ones left should be sufficiently talented . ’
 
   He had to admit that many of those who entered the dungeon with him to hunt the Needle Snake were exceptional, by the current standards at least . 
 
   ‘They should gain their bearings as long as they have enough time . ’
 
   Though they were unprepared to face the survival quest, they would be able to survive and adapt if they had enough time . 
 
   So he gave them enough time . 
 
   ‘I don’t need to babysit the talented ones . Now, I don’t need to do everything on my own . ’
 
   He had given them five days instead of the one or two they had expected . That should be enough for them to rest, gather themselves and prepare for the hunt on the second floor . 
 
   For the five days, Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah had expended a little effort .  
 
   “Attention!”
 
   A man, 2m tall, from the Haitai Guild, addressed the 85 players who had after hearing the rescue signal that Kim Woo-jin released . 
 
   “I’m going to notify you first, that most of the surviving are gathered here right now . ”
 
   Ahn Young-jun’s eyes swept across the crowd as he said,
 
   “We are going to attack the Needle Snake . Are there any objections?”
 
   He said this, but Ahn Young-jun’s tone did not give anyone the chance to refute . Moreover, as Ahn Young-jun asked his question, many people put red bands around their arms almost in sync . 
 
   When the others saw this, their hearts sank and a feeling of defeat welled up within them .  
 
   ‘Is it 56 people?’
 
   The number of people with red bands amounted to 56 . 
 
   ‘It wouldn’t help even if we got those that didn’t come . ’
 
   In a situation where 56 of 85 people were openly showing their support for the person talking there was no one who dared to refute . 
 
   ‘Around 60 people…they gathered more than I expected . I suppose they’re not so bad after all . ’
 
   This was Kim Woo-jin’s thought . 
 
   Ahn Young-jun and those who followed him had no intention of missing the great opportunity they had before them . While they knew that the five days of peace and the sudden gathering were not accidents, they would naturally make use of the situation to their advantage . 
 
   It was clear to them that with the five days of rest and preparation that they had, as long as they went into the second floor with a plan then there would be no better chance for them to successfully kill the Needle Snake . 
 
   “There were no objections, so I will tell you the only thing you need to pay attention to . We are going to hunt the Needle Snake, and you’d better not interfere . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Ahn Young-jun and his allies decided to put up a strong front to ensure there were no issues . 
 
   “For any of those who try, we will kill you . ”
 
   We will kill you . 
 
   ‘How ruthless . ’
 
   It was a warning to those who were not a part of the group . 
 
   At that moment, a large black man with curly hair approached Kim Woo-jin who was among the crowd . In English, he asked,
 
   “Did you understand what he said?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered as if he was waiting for such a question . 
 
   “Goodluck . ”
 
   A red snake slithered through a sea of red bamboo, a type that could only be found in dungeons . 
 
   Sssss!
 
   The body of the snake was over 33 metres long and it was thick enough to easily swallow a car . Long red spikes covered its body, similar to a hedgehog .  
 
   The Needle Snake .  
 
   It moved openly and brazenly through the bamboo shoots, exuding an aura as if daring something to attack it .  
 
   Sss?
 
   Suddenly the snake stopped and flicked its tongue rapidly . As it flicked its tongue, the snake tasted a scent it hadn’t tasted before . 
 
   The Needle Snake’s eyes became sharper and its aura changed, like a predator that had been cornered . 
 
   Kya!
 
   It released an angry scream . 
 
   “Fire!”
 
   At the same time as the shout was heard, many fireballs were launched to the Needle Snake . 
 
   Kuyang!
 
   The fireballs hit the body of the Needle Snake and exploded loudly . 
 
   This showed that these weren’t ordinary balls of fire but had instead been enhanced with magic . Their power couldn’t be compared to the normal fireball . 
 
   Kya!
 
   The Needle Snake once again let out an ear piercing scream as if to validate the power of the fireballs . 
 
   However, that was only the beginning . 
 
   “Fire!”
 
   Fireballs once again bombarded the snake as Ahn Young-jun’s voice once again repeated the order .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Fire!”
 
   The fireballs flew for a third time, devastating the needle snake and the red bamboo . 
 
   The players were winning! It was a sight to behold .  
 
   However no one expressed any joy . Rather, everyone became even more serious as they knew it wouldn’t be so easy . 
 
   “Get ready!”
 
   Before long, those who had been waiting in the bamboo started moving forward .  
 
   Thud!
 
   Those who appeared were armored to perfection . With their gleaming armor and shields even larger than themselves, they were the perfect representation of the word ‘Tank’ . 
 
   Sssss!
 
   Then the Needle Snake burst forth from within the flames . 
 
   Shaaa!
 
   A uniquely horrifying sound was released from the Needle Snake as it charged toward its target at a speed that greatly belied its size .  
 
   “Uh…Ugh”
 
   As soon as it arrived at its target, it wound its body tightly around the unlucky individual . 
 
   Pop! 
 
   The player burst . Similar to if a child grabbed an earthworm in their hand and crushed it .  
 
   All the players who saw this, froze . 
 
   “Wha-, what?”
 
   “He just popped?”
 
   Although they had made many plans and contingencies, the player had died before they could even begin to think properly . 
 
   “Wake up!”
 
   At that moment the voice of Ahn Young-jun rang out in the bamboo forest . 
 
   “Hurry! Mages, get ready to cast! Shoot the arrows!”
 
   Immediately after the order, arrows began to fall like rain .  
 
   Pfft! 
 
   A long thread similar to a spider’s web attached to the Needle Snakes tail, and many arrows pierced its body . 
 
   “Fire!”
 
   Once again, fireballs painted the sky red . 
 
   “Move in!”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Some players began closing in on the snake with barrels of oil in their hands, intending to use the oil and fire to gravely wound the snake . This showed that players had prepared a smart strategy for this battle .  
 
   “Will they kill it?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah who watched the fight from a distance, was getting a little worried .  
 
   “Their strategy is perfect . Perfect!”
 
   Then a Skeleton Soldier next to him replied,
 
   “Those tactics are far from perfect . ” 
 
   Lee Jin-ah gave the skeleton an odd look . 
 
   “That’s far from perfect?”
 
   In his opinion, it couldn’t be more perfect than this . Starting with the initial use of fire, the skillful placement of the tanks, while using the ability of the archers to constrain the monster along with the additional attacks and great teamwork, this was a performance that was hard to recreate even by first class guilds . 
 
   This teamwork was only possible because Kim Woo-jin gave them five days .  
 
   Teamwork and proper planning weren’t something that could be done in just one or two days . 
 
   “Aren’t you just bluffing? Their tactics are wrong? You’re always right huh?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah felt that Kim Woo-jin was simply blowing hot air . Instead of answering, the skeleton asked him a question,
 
   “If you encounter a monster for the first time, what would you do first?”
 
   “First? I’d probably give it a jab . ” (TL: a testing punch)
 
   “So does that look like a jab?”
 
   “Jab? Ah…”
 
    Lee Jin-ah nodded as he finally understood why Kim Woo-jin said their tactics were wrong .  
 
   “If you are not fully confident in defeating the Needle Snake, it’s most important to create an element of confidence . ”
 
   The first to do against a Needle Snake that no one had ever killed before, was to test it .  
 
   The priority should be to learn how tough it’s skin is, how resistant to the elements it is, how fast it moves, it’s strength .  
 
   “This is not a game . ”
 
   Gaining the advantage by pouring in firepower only worked in novels and video games . 
 
   “The bigger problem is about to start . ”
 
   What was about to come would be even more troublesome . 
 
   “There’s another problem?”
 
   “There is no information on the Needle Snake, so I don’t know what it would do when facing such a situation . ”
 
   “Wouldn’t it shoot out the spikes, or spray poison fog like you said?”
 
   “They should’ve prepared for such attacks . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The Needle Snake attacks weren’t the problem . Kim Woo-jin was sure that they were prepared to handle whatever the Needle Snake threw at them .  
 
   “But there’s probably no plan for if it was to escape . ”
 
   “Escape?”
 
   It was then . 
 
   Kyaaa!
 
   At the same time that Lee Jin-ah showed a look of surprise, the struggling snake launched its attack . 
 
   “Go back!”
 
   “Careful!”
 
   The snake rolled fiercely, it’s surroundings becoming a field of death and all the players jumped back to avoid it .  
 
   “Uh?”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   The players were shocked when the struggling snake immediately changed from it’s vicious attack to something they weren’t expecting .  
 
   “No, it’s running away!”
 
    The Needle Snake rapidly left the battlefield . Before the tanks knew what was happening, it pushed them aside at an incredible speed, and in the blink of an eye, it was gone .  
 
   Lee Jin-ah was surprised . 
 
   “It really ran away?”
 
   It wasn’t just Lee Jin-ah that was shocked, all the players that had been fighting with great determination were at a loss .  
 
   “It ran away?”
 
   “What should we do? Chase after it?”
 
   “What’s the command?”
 
   As the Skeleton Soldier saw the indecision that swept through the group of players, it said in a cold voice,
 
   “They just did something you should never do in front of a monster . ”
 
   “Huh? What’s that?”
 
   “Hesitate . ”
 
   It was as Kim Woo-jin expected .  
 
   Kya?
 
   The Needle Snake, who had run away rapidly without looking back, wondered why they weren’t chasing it and stopped . The feelings of the players who were unsure what to do when it suddenly escaped, could be felt by the Needle Snake .  
 
   Needless to say, though the snake could not understand words, actions or gestures, it could instinctively feel that these prey had lost their edge . Realising this, the snake immediately turned and rushed towards the weakened prey . 
 
   Sssss!!
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   The needle snake was clever . It knew where the ones who shot the fireballs at it were hidden and so it charged toward them at its greatest speed . 
 
    
 
   When such a sudden change happened, a proper reaction was impossible . 
 
   “Ma-, it’s going to the mages!”
 
   “St-, stop!”
 
   The tanks tried to use their bodies to stop the snake, but they were too slow .  
 
   “Run!”
 
   The Mages realised the situation and tried to escape but it was virtually impossible for them, who lacked stamina and agility to even think about outrunning the snake .  
 
   Kyaaa!
 
   The Needle Snake began to sweep players away, wielding its thorn covered body like a whip .  
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   “Argh!”
 
   Screams rang out as more and more people died .  
 
   “Everyone, back in your positions!”
 
   A voice reminded them of their objective . 
 
   “You expected this outcome!”
 
   These people had entered this place knowing they could die, they knew that such a scenario was possible from the moment they entered the dungeon . 
 
   “Tanks, move to the front and buy us some time! Mages and Healers, fall back to a safer location!”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The players steeled their nerves and reformed the battle line . The one-sided massacre had once again turned into a proper battle . 
 
   Kyaa!
 
   After they regrouped, the players attacked with vengeance . 
 
   “Fire!”
 
   Boom!
 
   Fireballs filled the sky about to bombard the snake again, but this time the snake tried to counter attack .  
 
   Swish!
 
   As the fireballs neared it, the Needle Snake took a deep breath before shutting its mouth, its body beginning to swell up like a balloon . 
 
   When the players saw this, they shouted,
 
   “It’s gonna blow!”
 
   The snake also screamed . 
 
   Puhook!
 
   The needles stuck in the Needle Snake’s body swept through the area like a storm, however the players had expected such an attack . 
 
   “Ugh…I knew this would happen, but it’s even worse than I imagined . ”
 
   The players had somewhat expected and prepared for it, so while there were still injuries and casualties, the proof of their conjecture gave the players confidence .  
 
   “Now it has no needles!”
 
   “We just need to attack!”
 
   Most importantly, the snake now covered in holes was not something they were afraid of .  
 
   The players, who had gained confidence in its weakened appearance, approached the snake . 
 
   “Please let me take a bit of it’s skin to make a wallet . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “We will be the first to kill it, so it’s skin will be sold for a ridiculously high price . ’
 
   Everyone wanted to be the one who landed the final blow on the snake .  
 
   “Urk!”
 
   Suddenly one of the players fell to the ground . 
 
   “U-, Uh . ”
 
   Following him, all the players who’d approached the Needle Snake began falling one by one and it was not difficult to figure out why . 
 
   [You have become afflicted with Needle Snake Poison . ]
 
   A kind notification told them the reason .  
 
   “It has…poison…too . ”
 
   From the holes left after the spikes were shot from Needle Snake’s body, poison began to flow . 
 
   When faced with this new colorless and odorless poison, there was only one thing the players could do . 
 
   “Go back!”
 
   “Retreat!”
 
   However it wasn’t easy to leave the range of the poison . 
 
   “Urk!”
 
   “Fuck, retreat!”
 
   The range of the Needle Snake’s poison was much larger than the players anticipated and it was still expanding . It was as if water was flowing from a spring that would never dry . 
 
   “What is with this difficulty? No matter how difficult an A+ dungeon should be, this is too much!”
 
   The Skeleton Soldier didn’t answer him, instead it kept on looking with its flaming eyes .  
 
   The figure of a Needle Snake without its spines appeared in Kim Woo-jin’s eyes as he used the vision of the Skeleton Soldier with the help of the Grim Reaper’s Mask .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It finally happened .  
 
   As he had expected, Kim Woo-jin had no major reaction to what was happening . Neither his face nor his eyes showed any change almost as if it wasn’t significant in any way .  
 
   However, as he kept watching, he saw something unexpected hidden in the nape of the Needle Snakes neck . 
 
   [Eye of Horus Activated . ]
 
   [Skill being used through summoned monster . Magic Power consumption increased . ]
 
   The skeleton’s eyes became golden as the skill activated and Kim Woo-jin inspected the thing that caught his eye . 
 
   [Yellow Dragon’s Spirit Orb (Hwangryong’s Yeouiju1) . ]
 Rating: Legendary 
    
 Available for level 1 and above 
    
 Description: This was the Yeouiju had once belonged to the Yellow Dragon . It is said to contain near infinite magic power . 
    
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 Effects: Magic Power increased by 50 Magic Power recovery increased by 200% 
   ‘This is the reason why it’s A+’
 
   A powerful legendary item was stuck on the Needle Snake, hidden from view .  
 
   As soon as he confirmed what it was, Kim Woo-jin decided to make his move . He got up from his seat and twelve Skeleton Soldiers got up off of the ground together with him .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin who was in the middle of them suddenly spoke, seemingly to no one . 
 
   “Place the bodies . ”
 
   “Damn, do you really think I came here to mess around with corpses? Huh?”
 
   In response to Lee Jin-ah’s complaint, Kim Woo-jin only gave a brief statement . 
 
   “If you don’t want to do it, then switch with me . ”
 
   “My childhood dream was to be a professional wrestler like The Undertaker, but now my wish has come true . Brother, I’ll do my best!”
 
   After that, Kim Woo-jin went to hunt the needle snake . 
 
   Note:
 Yeouiju, the Korean equivalent of Cintanami(Chintanami) is a wish-fulfilling jewel within both Hindu and Buddhist traditions, it’s considered to be the equivalent of the philosopher’s stone in Western alchemy . It was said that whoever could wield the yeouiju was blessed with the abilities of omnipotence and creation at will, and that only four-toed dragons were both wise and powerful enough to wield them . 
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   No player believed that hunting monsters would be an easy task . In fact, they usually entered dungeons with a good understanding of the dangers and the probability of death .  
 
   Usually, the courage of those players who hunted monsters that were never successfully hunted before, like the Needle Snake, could not be understood by most people . 
 
   To not freeze when overwhelmed by despair in the moment of death, but to instead have the courage to scream in its face and fight with all your might . 
 
   But there were cases when even this bravery could be shaken . 
 
   When they lose a fight? 
 
   No . 
 
   When they saw their allies being consumed and killed one by one in front of them, that was when the players truly felt the horror of the dungeon . 
 
   “Uh…”
 
   This was the situation that Jin Young-ho found himself in . Wearing heavy armor that was almost double his size, Jin Young-ho was a tank . It was the tank’s duty to be the closest to monsters  and as such they usually needed to be even more courageous and resolved than the other players .  
 
   And Jin Young-ho’s courage was exemplary . 
 
   The moment the Needle Snake rallied, the moment most of the surrounding players grew fearful and fled, he instead chose to attack it, to give the other’s time to escape .  
 
   It was a sublime example of his great courage . 
 
   Gulp!

However his courage couldn’t help but waver when he saw the other attacking players be gobbled up or poisoned . 
 
   Shua!
 
   Soon, the Needle Snake started approaching him and Jin Young-ho’s courage went away altogether . 
 
   ‘Fuck! Fuck! Fuck!’
 
   He cursed the fact that he would have to feel the pain of being crushed and melted in the stomach of a monster . He couldn’t even expect to be rescued because everyone was afraid of the snake’s poison . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Ah! Help me! Anyone, save me! I don’t want to die! Ahhh!”
 
   He eventually screamed in despair, but no one came to help him . 
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   The poison the Needle Snake emitted first caused the afflicted players to suffer from vomiting, dizziness and paralysis before causing death . Making it hard for the players to fight back after they inhaled it .  
 
   Ssss!
 
   The Needle Snake had great confidence in its poison as it leisurely approached its prey, not feeling threatened at all .  
 
   It was at that moment .  
 
   Puk! 
 
   With the sound of something piercing into flesh, one of the Needle Snake’s red spikes once again entered its body .  
 
   Kya?
 
   The surprised Needle Snake turned its head in the direction that the spike came from . Standing there was a player who wore a skeleton mask over his face and in his hands was another red spike .  
 
   Puk!
 
   A second needle also entered the body of it’s owner . Where the spikes were inserted were not just random spots on the snake’s body, but were instead the holes from which the spikes had been shot from in the first place .  
 
   Kya!
 
   It was an attack that the tough skin of the snake could not protect against .  
 
   [The Needle Snake has been afflicted with Blood Poison . ]
 
   A notification popped up, showing that the attacks were indeed effective . Additionally, the Needle Snake’s poison clearly had no effect on the attacking player .  
 
   This was clear evidence that the player was indeed Kim Woo-jin and no one else .  
 
   [The Power of Apophis has been activated . ]
 
   [You are immune to the Needle Snake’s poison . ]
 
   [The Needle Snakes poison has accumulated in your body and increased the strength of Blood Poison . ]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   No other player in the world could move so freely within such a deadly poison . 
 
   Puk!
 
   After taking another spike from his inventory, he once again reunited it with its rightful owner .  
 
   It seemed as though he intended to make the needle-less Needle Snake, full of spikes once again .  
 
   Needless to say, the Needle Snake wouldn’t just lay there and let him do as he wished .  
 
   Kya!
 
   The snake dived toward Kim Woo-jin who put another spike into it, as though he was arranging a bouquet of flowers . The Needle Snake’s body shook and Kim Woo-jin used this chance to run toward its head, reaching into his inventory .  
 
   Upon reaching its triangular head, he stabbed the needle in his hand into the Needle Snake’s right eye . 
 
   Puk!
 
   There was a gut wrenching sound .  
 
   Shaaaa!
 
   A scream filled with pain and anger burst forth from the snake’s mouth as Kim Woo-jin easily retreated from its body .  
 
   The real fight was about to begin . 
 
   Kung!
 
   The Needle Snake slammed its body on the ground and started to writhe back and forth as if it was trying to get the spikes out of its body .  
 
   Kwakwa! 
 
   As the snake rolled around, the red bamboo forest was decimated, even rocks and the roots of the bamboo were pulled up . After 30 seconds, an empty plot of land about the size of a school playground was created . Only then did the snake stop writhing .  
 
   Shaa! Shaa! 
 
   The snake panted slightly . Though it had just started fighting Kim Woo-jin, it hadn’t had time to recover from the fight with the players before .  
 
   As it was exhausted, its aura began to weaken, its focus was starting to wane and the range of its poison fog was also reduced . 
 
   Puk!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin inserted another spike into its body . 
 
   Kya! 
 
   The snake roared in anger as it was unable to stop this pesky prey . Suddenly, with its one remaining eye, it saw a black Orc skeleton appear, holding a red spike . 
 
   Boom!
 
   The skeleton started running towards the Needle Snake . 
 
   ‘Damn it!’
 
   Ahn Young-jun, the leader of the Needle Snake hunting team, had his face in his hands .  
 
   ‘It’s over . ’
 
   Right now it was hard for him to hide his despair, after all it was a natural reaction . 
 
   “How many survived?”
 
   “I don’t know . Everyone is scattered right now . ”
 
   “About how much?”
 
   “About thirty people…”
 
   Ahn Young-jun’s snake hunting team had consisted of 71 players . Now, only about 30 of them were still alive and the number could still be less .  
 
   “What about those who are still in the poisonous gas?”
 
   “You want to save them? They’re practically dead already . ”
 
   Even if they manage to save those players, their numbers wouldn’t surpass 50 . If the total number of players on the second floor were combined, there would be 60 of them at most .  
 
   Even more bad news was constantly being reported . 
 
   “The loss of tanks was heavy . ”
 
   “They are the ones who are the least likely to escape the poisonous gas . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The tanks who stood at the forefront of the battle had suffered the most as a result .  
 
   “The next battle will be even more difficult without tanks . ”
 
   Fighting such a monster without tank players to absorb damage, was like going to war while naked . 
 
   This meant that it would be much harder for them to obtain good results even if they fought with all their might .  
 
   It was basically game over . 
 
   “Fuck!”
 
   “Fuck!”
 
   The situation was so bad that Ahn Young-jun couldn’t help but curse twice . 
 
   It was at this time that someone gave a report . 
 
   “There is a player fighting the Needle Snake right now!”
 
   “What?!”
 
   The news was unbelievable and it soon spread among the survivors . 
 
   “Does that make sense?”
 
   “What bullshit are you saying?”
 
   Of course no one believed it . 
 
   “It’s suicide to go into that poison gas . ”
 
   Fighting the Needle snake within a cloud of poison was difficult to imagine . 
 
   “Go and take a look! Watch it from a distance!”
 
   Of course, since the Needle Snake’s poison was colorless and odorless one would never be able to tell if one was within its boundaries .  
 
   “Ne-, the Needle Snake is running away!”
 
   “What!?”
 
   As it was being pressured in battle once again, the Needle Snake decided to run away . 
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   It was not uncommon for monsters to escape from battles . Dragons hundreds of metres in length, turtles larger than mountains, even Ice Golems as hard as diamonds could run away . 
 
   [The Needle Snake has been afflicted with Blood Poison . ]
 
   [The Needle Snake’s stats have been reduced . ]
 
   Therefore, when the Needle Snake that had been stabbed by the Skeleton Soldier, turned its back and began to escape, Kim Woo-jin was already expecting it .  
 
   There were ways to handle escaping monsters . 
 
   ‘It started running away . ’
 
   Of course, he had made preparations for this exact moment .  
 
   “Report your situation . ”
 
   “Installation complete! But is it really gonna come this way? How could you predict which direction it would run in?”
 
   In response to Lee Jin-ah’s question, the view of Kim Woo-jin, who wore the Grim Reaper’s Mask, shifted .  
 
   Then he began to see the world through the eyes of one of his Skeleton Soldiers . There, he could see many types of monsters’ bodies laid on the floor and Lee Jin-ah whistling as he hid his hand which had just held up a middle finger to the skeleton, behind his back . 
 
   Ssss!
 
   “Is it really coming this way? How did you do it?”
 
   Finally they saw a giant snake approaching them quickly .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “I’m falling back!”
 
   When the Needle Snake appeared, Lee Jin-ah immediately retreated . However, the Skeleton Soldier didn’t move . Instead it stood there, waiting .  
 
   The Skeleton Soldier waited till the Needle Snake reached the bodies laying on the ground and when it did, the skeleton then slammed its hands together and chanted a spell .  
 
   “Corpse Explosion!”
 
   KwaKwang!
 
   The bodies erupted in a huge explosion . 
 
   “Hey!”
 
   Oh Se-chan who was looking at documents, lifted his and called for his subordinate .  
 
   “Yes sir?”
 
   “I have a question . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s serious expression and tone made his subordinate very nervous . 
 
   “Please ask”
 
   “When making documents, how much can we reduce the costs, if we reduce the font size by half?”
 
   When he heard this, the worker’s nervous expression morphed into something difficult to describe .  
 
   “Yes?”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s expression didn’t shift and he kept staring at the worker .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “If we reduce the font by half, wouldn’t the ink and paper we use be only half?”
 
   His subordinate gave an ugly smile, similar to if he was crying . 
 
   “Yes that’s a great idea . We can even buy A4 paper discarded by the manufacturer which costs only 50 won per kilogram . ”
 
   “Really?”
 
   When he heard this, Oh Se-chan looked at his subordinate with an appreciative gaze .  
 
   ‘Ugh . ’
 
   The subordinate felt like crying .  
 
   Oh Se-chan was maybe the only boss who was willing to use A4 paper that had been discarded by the manufacturer . 
 
   “Hey I was just making a joke…” 
 
   “Breaking news!!”
 
   Fortunately another subordinate rushed into the office, defusing the awkward atmosphere .  
 
   “News?”
 
   “The attack on the 4 Floor Dungeon by the Phoenix Guild failed . It was complete annihilation!”
 
   Oh Se-chan was not surprised by this news . 
 
   ‘I knew it . ’
 
   “One of Park Yong-wan’s subordinates also died there . When Park Yong-wan returns, he’ll definitely be upset about it . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The dungeon the subordinate was talking about is a 4 Floor C-rank Dungeon that had appeared in Gwangju . It was very well known that the leader of the Phoenix Guild party was a talent that Park Yong-wan intended to nurture .  
 
   “I guessed it, but those guys at the Yamato Federation really drew their blades . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan also knew that there was a spy of the Yamato Federation within the group that had challenged the dungeon . That spy had willingly become a kamikaze fighter for their cause . 
 
   “So what will happen now?”
 
   “What happens…”
 
   Naturally he also knew what would happen after .  
 
   “In the interview when he comes out of the dungeon, Park Yong-wan will be a hero of the world, pretending he knows nothing . When he gets home, he’ll shout, scream and break a few things . He’ll want to find out what happened . Then, we’ll just send a few documents . ” 
 
   While he spoke, a smile spread across Oh Se-chan’s face .  
 
   “We’ll make the font twice as big as usual . ”
 
   “It will be an all out war . But won’t the government step in at that point?”
 
   “Park Yong-wan will follow the negotiations between the Japanese and Korean governments . At least on the surface, that’s what his personality is like . If it’s to his benefit, that guy can even sell his country, but he will always have a knife hidden behind his back . No one would be able to tell his intentions . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan, who was speaking, recalled . 
 
   ‘The Messiah Guild definitely knows what happened . ’
 
   From what he knew, there were multiple lines connecting the Messiah Guild to the Yamato Federation, the Skull Guild being just one of them .  
 
   ‘Nevertheless, the Yamato Federation has stabbed Park Yong-wan…the Messiah Guild must have targeted him as well . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   In other words, the attack on Park Yong-wan was probably the will of the Messiah Guild .  
 
   ‘But the Messiah Guild won’t be able to completely cover their tracks . For those who know the true face of the Messiah Guild it wouldn’t be hard to catch their tails . ’
 
   A thought came to Oh Se-chan’s mind and he couldn’t help but recall a man’s face . The start of this entire issue .  
 
   ‘I wonder how much Kim Woo-jin has grown by now . ’
 
   Thinking about Kim Woo-jin, Oh Se-chan turned to his subordinate .  
 
   “Send a car to pick up Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   “Ah? Hasn’t it only been 8 days since they entered the dungeon?”
 
   Oh Se-chan smiled at this question .  
 
   “I’m not spending money on a whim . Since I told you to do it, just do it . ”
 
   “Ah…”
 
   Only then did the subordinate nod and asked another question . 
 
   “What car would you like me to send? Should I get a rental car as usual? Should I call for one from the junkyard?”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s face dropped when he heard this . 
 
   “What are you talking about? Do you think I’m afraid to spend money? Naturally you have to send a vehicle for a Russian diplomat . That way, even if there’s a problem, we can get rid of it right?”
 
   The subordinate nodded, his expression unreadable .  
 
    Seeing that he understood, Oh Se-chan couldn’t help but ask a final question,
 
   “Actually…are there any light cars among diplomatic vehicles?”
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   [Corpse Explosion]
 
   –>Requirements: Emissary of the Underworld 
 
   –>Level: Level 30 or higher
 
   –>Effect:
 After engraving a corpse, if you clasp your hands together and chant the spell name, the body will explode . 
   ‘This was Johann Georg’s 18th skill . ’
 
   In commemoration for achieving level 30, he had received a catalogue reward which turned out to be the skill Corpse Explosion . When he saw the skill, Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but think of the King of Undead . 
 
   Corpse Explosion had been one of the skills the King of Undead used the most . After acquiring it, he used it liberally like a child who’d been given a box of firecrackers . 
 
   Of course, the skill’s power was not weak . 
 
   ‘I almost died many times because of this . ’
 
   Even Kim Woo-jin had almost been killed by the King of Undead with the use of this skill . Thanks to the experience he had facing such a horrible power, Kim Woo-jin was well aware of the utility of the skill . 
 
   He knew that it was much more powerful to use the corpse explosion as a landmine rather than use them to simply explode near the target . 
 
   [The Needle Snake has been afflicted with Blood Poison . ]
 
   In addition, they had put sharp debris using the Blood Weapon and Bone Sword skills on the bodies to use them like a shrapnel grenade . 
 
   Shaaa!
 
   Under such a vicious attack, the Needle Snake’s skin which boasted extreme toughness, began to bleed . But it wasn’t just that the snake had been fatally wounded . 
 
   Kya!
 
   The Needle Snake found that it couldn’t move away . 
 
   Kya!
 
   The snake that had been fiercely escaping just a moment ago was now writhing on the ground, its mouth open in a threatening gesture .  
 
   It could never have imagined that the bodies it had been travelling on could explode as if it was on a minefield .  
 
   ‘Just as I expected . ’
 
   Of course, the Needle Snake had seen the skeleton and had decided to destroy it . It was very clever and it remembered seeing a similar skeleton with the prey who injured it . However it wasn’t smart enough to realize that the bodies on the ground were a trap .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Tuck!
 
   Kim Woo-jin slowly walked to the snake which then opened its mouth and hissed at him threateningly . 
 
   But Woo-jin didn’t intend to launch an attack, he didn’t need to . 
 
   [The Needle Snake has been afflicted with Blood Poison . ]
 
   [The Needle Snake’s health has reduced . ]
 
   [The Needle Snake’s resistance has been reduced . ]
 
   ‘It’s started . ’
 
   Because the time was on his side . 
 
   As more time passed, the health of the snake would keep decreasing and the blood poison would eat up it’s health faster . 
 
   Kya!
 
   However, the current situation was very volatile and it would be dumb to just sit and wait for it to die . Of course, it would be equally as stupid to just let it go .  
 
   This was why Kim Woo-jin pretended to attack it by moving around it .  
 
   Kya!
 
   This forced the Needle Snake to also move in response, to keep him in its sights . 
 
   But every time it moved, its stamina and concentration were consumed . 
 
   Boom!
 
   At that moment, the Skeleton Soldiers began arriving one by one and also surrounded the snake . 
 
   Shaa!!
 
   The Needle Snake which was focused on Kim Woo-jin was forced to split its attention even more .  
 
   Of course, the Skeleton Soldiers followed Kim Woo-jin’s actions and only made the snake move around instead of attacking it . 
 
   They threw weapons to force the snake to dodge, sometimes throwing even nearby rocks of pieces of red bamboo at their feet . 
 
   [The Needle Snake’s health has greatly reduced . ]
 
   [The Needle Snake’s resistance has been greatly reduced . ]
 
   As time passed, the Needle Snake became noticeably weaker . However, Kim Woo-jin was still wary . Like a string of tension wrapped around his heart .  
 
   [You have slain the Needle Snake . ]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Soon, the notification announcing the death of the snake was heard . It was a reminder that it had ended . But Kim Woo-jin was still nervous . 
 
   [The Needle Snake has been slain . ]
 
   On the ninth day since entering the dungeon, a notification was issued, informing the players of the end of the quest . 
 
   This was a moment that would be remembered in history . The first time a Needle Snake was successfully hunted . 
 
   [You’ve gained the achievement “First Needle Snake Hunter” . ]
 
   [You’ve gained the achievement “Needle Snake Hunter” . ]
 
   Naturally such a historic event came with sweet rewards . 
 
   [First Needle Snake Hunter]
 
   –>Rarity: Unique
 
   –>Effect: All stats +20
 
   [Needle Snake Hunter]
 
   –>Rarity: Rare
 
   –>Effect: All stats +3
 
   It was a really sweet reward . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your abilities . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld has conveyed some power to you . ] 
 
   [The rank of the Blood Poison skill has increased by one . ]
 
   [A Skill Stone(C) has been awarded . ]
 
   Notifications came repeatedly . It was a joyous moment . 
 
   However in the face of the notifications, Kim Woo-jin didn’t express any joy, rather he was moving around busily .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin approached the corpse of the Needle Snake and began cutting into the skin just behind its head, around the Yellow Dragon’s Spirit Orb . 
 
   The skeletons also began to move .  
 
   Meanwhile . 
 
   “Someone hunted the needle snake?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Who the hell?”
 
   The players who had been watching from far away began to move .  
 
   “This is the place! The Needle Snake is over there!”
 
   Everyone started to approach the scene of the great battle
 
   ‘Who is it?’
 
   ‘I have to see who it is . ’
 
   Some had questions or appreciation for the players who hunted the Needle Snake, others had opposite intentions . 
 
   ‘I can’t go out of the dungeon without any harvest . ’
 
   ‘I have to take a piece of the Needle Snake’s skin . ’
 
   ‘If you’re smart, then you always aim to be the oriole . ’ 
 
   The players approached like a pack of hyena’s aiming to steal the prey of others . 
 
   Most of the players were those with bad intentions . Even those who approached in good faith were inwardly hoping for an opportunity to plunder .  
 
   But this was to be expected . 
 
   Nothing was off limits in the dungeon . 
 
   Killing a successful hunter and stealing their prey was something that happened frequently . 
 
   The number of people who went missing in dungeons was uncountable .  
 
   “Stop . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah said as he appeared in front of the crowd who were running toward the Needle Snake . 
 
   “Eh!”
 
   “Wha-, what the?”
 
   Those who were running didn’t have a choice but to stop and the situation became tense . Even if this was one of the players who defeated the Needle Snake, even a lion couldn’t fight against an entire herd . 
 
   However it was clear that players usually wouldn’t do something they didn’t have a slight amount of confidence in . 
 
   “I’m just going to watch huh? Let us through to see how it’s going . ”
 
   One person shamelessly stepped forward and spoke to Lee Jin-ah confidently . 
 
   “You don’t speak korean?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   He spat the words and approached closer to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Should I speak English? Oh, what was it in English again?”
 
   His goal was to simply narrow the distance to Lee Jin-ah and then quickly dash past him .  
 
   “Can any of you speak english?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah still didn’t respond, instead he disappeared and reappeared with his fist embedded in that player’s face .  
 
   Paak!
 
   With a gut wrenching sound, the player’s body fell backward, unmoving . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   As the players watched this scene they couldn’t help but gulp slightly in fear . 
 
   ‘Oh my God . ’
 
   ‘This guy is a monster . ’
 
   The players who’d successfully entered the 2nd Floor found themselves unable to measure the power Lee Jin-ah had shown .  
 
   In fact, in the opinions of most players, Lee Jin-ah’s abilities made him quite the monster . 
 
   Out of all the players recruited by Oh Se-chan, Lee Jin-ah was the one who had the best talent . He was among the few players who completely overwhelmed everyone around their own level . 
 
   And he wasn’t the only opponent that these players had to face .  
 
   Boom!
 
   From behind Lee Jin-ah, black skeletons began appearing, one by one . 
 
   ‘Skeleton Soldier skill? Necromancer?’
 
   ‘A necromancer helped fight the Needle Snake? What is he like?’
 
   With the appearance of the rare skeletons, the player became even more hesitant to move forward . In fact, the situation had already come to an end . Because the players knew they wouldn’t be able to get anything by fighting, moreover they didn’t know if there were any more players behind the two they knew of . 
 
   So at that moment, there was only one thing they could do .  
 
   ‘Damn, let’s just leave the dungeon . ’
 
   ‘I’ll remember your face . ’
 
   Some of them decided to fight outside of the dungeon . 
 
   And with that, the dungeon was cleared . 
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   [9 days have passed since the players entered the dungeon, will the attack fail?]
 
   Tadak!
 
   A reporter who had just typed that title, raised his head . All around him, other reporters also typed away on their laptops, some of them sitting in uncomfortable plastic chairs in front of a convenience store . The number of reporters was substantial, many of them hailing from all over the world . 
 
   All the languages blended together confusingly, there was some English, some French, even Japanese could be heard . 
 
   But this was nothing strange . 
 
   This was a historical event . No one had ever successfully hunted a Needle Snake, and only a few groups in the world had successfully cleared an A+ rank Dungeon . 
 
   ‘They will fail . ’
 
   Of course, the reporter never considered the possibility of this attempt being successful . 
 
   “It’s been nine days, but there’s still no news . ”
 
   “There’s no news? It’s not like we expected any in the first place . ”
 
   Most reporters there had never considered that the players would succeed . 
 
   “But there are so many people here . ”
 
   “Well it would be quite shocking if they are successful after all . ”
 
   This was because there wasn’t a single factor which could help to increase the chances of success . 
 
   “Ah, whatever happens, I hope it happens soon . We can’t stay here forever . ”
 
   To be honest, the reporters weren’t here because of their professional spirit of wanting to report historical events . Most of them were simply following orders from the higher ups and were in fact very reluctant to be there . 
 
   Because of this, the reporters were unprepared to take a photo when the first person exited the dungeon . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “Eh?”
 
   The reporters didn’t know how to react . Rather it was the players who’d just left the dungeon who began to move urgently . 
 
   “Gather people!”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Haitai Guild! Where are the Haitai Guild support team!”
 
   “Hey! Come on!”
 
   Players covered in signs of intense battle began to call out to people . 
 
   “Who is the person in charge here?!”
 
   “Official! Official!”
 
   Some even called for Government Officials . The reason was simple . 
 
   “Russian! Stop the russians!”
 
   “They hunted the Needle Snake! Stop them!”
 
   “Uh, brother! You should come over here at once . ”
 
   They wanted to prevent the Needle Snake’s hunters from leaving this place . 
 
   Soon after, they discovered Lee Jin-ah and Kim Woo-jin who just walked out of the dungeon gate . 
 
   “There! There they are!”
 
   “They hunted the Needle Snake!
 
   “Huh?”
 
   However, they could not stop Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah as they walked toward a black Mercedes S-class sedan that had been waiting for them . 
 
   Of course, it wasn’t the fact that it was a luxury car that stopped them . If you checked any player who had entered the Second Floor you could easily find someone who owned a Maybach or similarly upper class car . 
 
   No, it wasn’t the car that stopped them, it was the number plates that were on them . 
 
   ‘Damn, it’s a diplomatic plate . ’
 
   Even if the players were angry enough that they found it hard to control themselves, they could only control and suppress that anger when they saw a number plate belonging to the Russian Embassy in Korea . 
 
   And so Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah were able to easily escape a tense situation . 
 
   “Hey, Se-chan is really amazing . ”
 
   In fact, Lee Jin-ah who was sitting in the back seat of the car couldn’t help but exclaim . 
 
   “Mercedes-Benz, did he have to spend some money?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Rather than being impressed by the fact that it was a diplomatic vehicle, he was admiring the fact that it was a Mercedes S-class . 
 
   “I wonder how he feels about the oil prices . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah repeatedly exclaimed in admiration and surprise as he prepared to use this opportunity to its fullest . 
 
   He laid down in the back seat . 
 
   “Now I can rest a bit . ”
 
   Kkik!
 
   Then the car slowed down . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   As the vehicle stopped on an old abandoned road, Lee Jin-ah sat up . 
 
   Click!
 
   The lock on the door released and it’s meaning was simple . 
 
   “We’re getting off?”
 
   “There is another vehicle waiting for you . ”
 
   An affirmative answer came from the driver seat . So Lee Jin-ah had no choice but to get out, his expression sour . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also got out of the car . 
 
   As soon as they got out, they saw a light car parked on the other side of the road . Lee Jin-ah, could only mutter helplessly when he saw the car . 
 
   “This is more like it . Damn, that guy really hates spending money!”
 
   In fact this was to be expected . It was impossible for them to take the diplomatic car to the embassy . Instead switching vehicles in the right place was the perfect way for them to hide their true identities . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah was also aware of this . 
 
   “No, no matter how much it costs, did he really have to prepare a car like this? Did he get it out of a junkyard somewhere? Just look at it . How are we supposed to ride in this huh? Is there a human who would drive this?”
 
   He couldn’t stop complaining after he started . 
 
   “There’s none?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered Lee Jin-ah’s question . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “This is my car . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Instead of answering, Kim Woo-jin opened the door, got into the car and started it up with great familiarity, proving it was his . 
 
   “Hahaha…”
 
   As he saw this, Lee Jin-ah could only smile awkwardly and walk around to the passenger side . 
 
   “Yes, in a country where oil prices are so high, you should drive a light car . Driving an expensive car that only sucks oil isn’t worth it . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah did his best to make excuses . 
 
   “Ah, did anything good come from the Needle Snake? It wasn’t a big weapon or anything, but I think there was an inner core or spirit orb or something, no?”
 
   Then he changed the topic . 
 
   “You took something out of its hide didn’t you?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin ignored him and took a cellphone out of the dashboard instead . After he opened the flip phone, he held the number 0, activating the speed dial . 
 
   “This is Oh Se-chan . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan answered the phone immediately . 
 
   “The Skull Guild has declared war on Park Yong-wan . There’s a lot of details so we’ll later . For now, go to the nearest rest stop and relax for a bit . ”
 
   Tuk!
 
   The call ended immediately after . 
 
   When Kim Woo-jin ended the call and folded the flip phone closed, Lee Jin-ah leaned over/
 
   “What? What’s up?”
 
   In response, Kim Woo-jin smiled . 
 
   “Something good . ”
 
   Hwangsanbeol Rest Area . 
 
   This place, which had once been extremely quiet, had been booming with activity recently . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   This was because of the A+ dungeon that had appeared in Nonsan . Whenever dungeon gates appeared, they would attract the attention of the whole world, and the area they were in would become swarmed with people . 
 
   -The player who is said to have successfully hunted the Needle Snake is Isaac Ivanov of the Russian Mokosh Guild . 
 
   When the news of the successful hunt of the Needle Snake was released, everyone began to pay attention . 
 
   “What? A Russian’s got it?”
 
   “Why didn’t our country hunt it?”
 
   Many people were angry . 
 
   “I knew it! Players in our country only know how to talk . They’re useless . ”
 
   “If it were me, I’d let the Messiah Guild handle it!”
 
   “Why did the government open an A+ dungeon to the foreigners? We should choose a new president!”
 
   It was anger towards the incompetents who allowed the sweet fruit that was the Needle Snake, to be stolen . 
 
   It was at that moment that a man walked into the rest area filled with people staring at their smartphones . However no one paid attention to this man who appeared to be in his mid twenties who was wearing a hat . 
 
   The man walked toward a convenience store that was at the side of the rest area and handed the employer a thousand won bill . 
 
   “Please change this to coins . ”
 
   “Yes? Ah!”
 
   The convenience store worker, who had been focused intently on his phone as he watched the news about the Needle Snake, quickly came out of his thoughts . Then he handed some coins from the cash register to the man . 
 
   “Sorry, I didn’t see you there . ”
 
   He quickly apologized and made an excuse, as he hadn’t been paying attention to his job . 
 
   “Did you know? The dungeon in Sinpung . The one with the Needle Snake . It’s been cleared . ”
 
   The man didn’t answer, but the convenience store worker continued to speak . 
 
   “But you know, it was a foreigner who did it . They should’ve let the Messiah Guild do it! Shouldn’t they?”
 
   In response to that, the man replied with a smile . 
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   A bright smile could be seen on the man’s face . 
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   Clang! Clang
 
   As he walked out of the rest area, Kim Woo-jin made sounds with the coins in his fist and the first thing he did was check his car . 
 
   Sitting in the car was Lee Jin-ah, looking extremely dissatisfied . Nevertheless, he stayed within the small light car . Even without the mask, given his extremely large size, they decided it would be better if he was not captured by any CCTV or dash cam . 
 
   All Lee Jin-ah could do as Kim Woo-jin was gesturing for him to hurry and make the call . 
 
   Making the shape of a phone in the small car, Lee Jin-ah looked exactly like a gorilla in a zoo . Kim Woo-jin laughed loudly then made his way to the public phone booth . 
 
   Ching!
 
   After inserting two coins, he dialed a number from memory . 
 
   The phone rang briefly . 
 
   “Hey, you’re really famous right now . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan started talking immediately as he answered . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov, how does it feel to become a hero?”
 
   Asked Oh Se-chan in a playful voice . 
 
   “What’s the plan for the future?”
 
   “Hey, don’t do that . You should say something else, be excited! This is a historical moment . If you feel like it, you could write an autobiography . Then you could sell it for 19,000 or even 21,000 won!
 
   “This is a public phone . I don’t have a lot of time for this call . What is the plan for the future . ”
 
   Hearing his resolute words, Oh Se-chan knew that he could play no longer . 
 
   “That name is Isaac Ivanov . It’s basically a disposable character with the title of First Needle Snake Hunter right? After raising it a bit, we have to use it on a bigger stage . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin did not express any disagreement . As Se-chan had said, if the value of Isaac Ivanov’s name increases, there would be more ways to use it . 
 
   As a way to get into a high ranking dungeon, nothing was better than this name . 
 
   “I see that you have no disagreement . ”
 
   “I’ll leave it up to you . ”
 
   “Alright, then let’s move on . Do you know Jin Hye-mi?
 
   Jin Hye-mi, when he heard this name, Kim Woo-jin could only think of one woman . 
 
   “Isn’t she a member of Park Yong-wan’s guards? Ah!”
 
   The moment he asked the question, he realised why it was asked . 
 
   “Is that who the Skull Guild targeted?”
 
   “That’s what happened . Blew her right up . There was a spy from the Yamato Federation within the group that entered with Jin Hye-mi . Of course, no one knows the exact situation . It’s not unusual for players to die in a dungeon . But the important thing is that something happened . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan said in a low voice . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “I have the data to prove what happened . And I have Park Yong-wan’s phone number . ”
 
   That was enough for Kim Woo-jin to figure out Oh Se-chan’s plan and how it would turn out in the future . He could already imagine Park Yong-wan’s reaction . 
 
   ‘Park Yong-wan will immediately recruit hunting dogs . ’ (TL: In this case, the ‘hunting dogs’ are more like assassin’s or bounty hunters)
 
   After finding enough hunting dogs to pay back for what he had suffered, he would then release them immediately . 
 
   Of course, they would also reach out to Kim Woo-jin . Asking him to be a hunting dog who would go out to kill the members of the Skull Guild, instead of being bait . 
 
   ‘There’s no reason to say no . ’
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, this was exactly what he’d been waiting for . 
 
   ‘But I can’t do it for free . ’
 
   He didn’t intend to just work for free . 
 
   “Now, do you have any more questions?”
 
   Oh Se-chan asked, after Kim Woo-jin went silent . 
 
   “I need a workshop . ”
 
   “A workshop?”
 
   “I plan to make items . ”
 
   “Directly?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “Alright, I’ll introduce you to a place I know . Anything else?”
 
   “I don’t have any money on hand, can you lend me some? Don’t I need to eat?”
 
   While he said this, there was no change in Kim Woo-jin’s voice . Naturally he knew that Oh Se-chan would never give him money . Whenever money was brought up, Oh Se-chan would immediately find some excuse to end the call . 
 
   “I knew you’d ask, so I prepared some in advance . ”
 
   But the words that came out of Oh Se-chan’s mouth surprised him instead . 
 
   “Open the glovebox . There’s some money for a meal . Then let’s talk next time . ”
 
   The time on the call ended with that . 
 
   After that, Kim Woo-jin walked toward his car . Lee Jin-ah still had his disgruntled expression, and as he saw Kim Woo-jin approach, he rolled the window down . 
 
   “What did Se-chan say?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered him honestly . 
 
   “He said that he put money in the glovebox, for us to have a meal . ”
 
   “Really?”
 
   Surprised, Lee Jin-ah hastened to open the compartment in front of him . 
 
   “Oh my God, don’t tell me Oh Se-chan actually left food money! Is the world about to end?!”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Lee Jin-ah was surprised to find an envelope inside . He immediately took it out and checked inside . 
 
   “What the? 2,000 won?”
 
   What he found were two thousand won bills . 
 
   “Is this right? With this money you can’t even add an egg or a potato to a basic udon at the rest area . The only thing this can buy is a cup of ramen…”
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   Only then did the two of them realise . 
 
   Who was Oh Se-chan afterall?
 
   The hunt of the Needle Snake was truly over . 
 
   …
 
   [The hunt of the Needle Snake is successful!]
 
   The reaction to the successful hunt of the Needle Snake, which had never happened before, was wild . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, the First Needle Snake Hunter!]
 
   [Just who is Isaac Ivanov?]
 
   Naturally, the interest in Isaac Ivanov, the first person to hunt a Needle Snake, was high . 
 
   [Is Isaac Ivanov a Necromancer?]
 
   [Has a new skill tree appeared?!]
 
   Moreover, eyewitness recounts of the fight increased the interest in Isaac Ivanov . Very few players were capable of summoning Skeleton Soldiers that could fight that well . 
 
   Of course, there weren’t all good stories about Isaac Ivanov . In fact, the reaction of the Korean public was the worst . 
 
   -A+ rank Dungeon stolen by Russian Bastard!
 
   -Dog Bastard!
 
   -I’m gathering a team to go catch this bastard!
 
   (TL: Let’s just say the above sentences were much…harsher than I made them to be . There is only redundancy only because I tried to tone it down as much as possible . )
 
   From the perspective of the Korean people, the sweet fruit that was the A+ rank dungeon was taken away by foreigners . 
 
   [Monopoly! An exclusive interview with Ahn Young-jun, who participated in the Needle Snake Dungeon!]
 
   Ahn Young-jun’s interview further exacerbated the opinion of the public against Isaac Ivanov . But that didn’t last very long . 
 
   [Exclusive Interview with Isaac Ivanov!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov says, ‘I’ve always admired the Messiah Guild’ . ]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov says, ‘I want to do something that others do not do, like the Messiah Guild’ . ]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, ‘Lee Se-jun is my idol . ’]
 
   When the interview with Isaac Ivanov, who heavily praised the Messiah Guild, was released, the public opinion in Korea changed rapidly . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   -What are you doing? Why aren’t you sending Choco Pies?
 
   -If you’re korean, please support Isaac Ivanov!
 
   -I admit that I’m honored to be Korean!
 
   Positive reactions toward Isaac Ivanov began pouring in . 
 
   When he saw the interview, Kim Woo-jin could not stop himself from laughing . In the interview, Isaac Ivanov showed nothing but pure fanaticism toward the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘He looks the way I used to . ’
 
   Like Kim Woo-jin before he returned to the past . 
 
   There was another reason for this interview . 
 
   ‘I wonder if he’ll need to throw more bait . ’
 
   The interview wasn’t really to change the public’s opinion about Isaac Ivanov . Instead it was a bit thrown by Oh Se-chan toward the Messiah Guild . 
 
   If he spoke about the Messiah Guild to this extent, then they would not be able to move against him . 
 
   For the Messiah Guild, in order to move against Isaac Ivanov, they would need to use a different identity . 
 
   ‘They’ll move sooner or later . ’
 
   If Kim Woo-jin knew anything about the Messiah Guild, then they would definitely move against Isaac Ivanov using a different name . 
 
   ‘Yes, attack as much as you can . ’
 
   This was exactly what Kim Woo-jin wanted . He was eagerly waiting for that day while preparing . No, he was already prepared . 
 
   A armor made of the Needle Snake’s skin and a dagger made with its venom covered fangs were already completed . 
 
   [Yellow Dragon’s Spirit Orb]
Rating: Legendary
Available for level 1 and above
Description: This was the Yeouiju, which had once belonged to the Yellow Dragon . It is said to contain near infinite magic power . 
Effects:
Magic Power increased by 50
Magic Power recovery increased by 200%
 
   His new legendary item shined brightly in Kim Woo-jin’s inventory . However, the most brilliant thing in his possession was his blood poisoning skill . 
 
   [Blood Poison]
Rank: A
Effects:
Turn your blood into poison . The higher the skill rank and player’s level, the stronger the poison . 
 
   With the support from his halo, Kim Woo-jin’s Blood Poison had already reached the A rank . And this didn’t factor in the bonus of the Plus Ring . This meant that with the Plus Ring it would become an S rank skill and if he raised it by one more level then it would become an EX rank skill which was the level of transcendence . 
 
   ‘I’ll let them attack me till I’m bloody . ’
 
   This skill meant that Kim Woo-jin would become more deadly, the more he bled . 
 
   A week later, the news Kim Woo-jin had been waiting for, finally arrived . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   [Park Yong-wan has cleared the 6 Floor Dungeon!]
 
   The typhoon was about to blow . 
 
   …
 
   The moment Park Yong-wan stepped out of the dungeon gate, the public went wild with his name . 
 
   [Park Yong-wan, a new legend!]
 
   [Park Yong-wan sits down with the President!]
 
   On TV, news related to Park Yong-wan was broadcasted almost 24hours a day, including the meeting with the Korean President which highlighted their close relationship . 
 
   “Hurray, Park Yong-wan!”
 
   Even the protesters who usually stood in front of the Phoenix Guild condemning them, were instead filled with fans singing praises for Park Yong-wan . 
 
   It was truly a hero treatment . Thanks to this, humanity was able to escape the fear of the monsters coming out of the 6 Floor Dungeon . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   This hero who was now talking to Kim Woo-jin…
 
   “If I ask you to kill a player, can you do it?”
 
   Threw out a very un-heroic question . 
 
   “What’s wrong?”
 
   “There is…something very bad . ”
 
   “What’s going on . . ?”
 
   “First, answer the question . If I ask you to kill someone, you can, can you?”
 
   The silence was long as it seemed that Kim Woo-jin was thinking about the answer . 
 
   Soon after, Kim Woo-jin broke the silence . 
 
   “Sorry . I don’t know if they’re targeting me, I can’t kill a player who has nothing to do with it . ”
 
   After saying that, Kim Woo-jin stood from his seat and turned to leave, not forgetting to bow first . 
 
   It was a clear sign of rejection . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin who’d just refused the request, slowly approached the door . 
 
   Park Yong-wan did not try to stop him, and so Kim Woo-jin didn’t stop, however he was slowly counting in his head
 
   “I’ll change the question . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan finally called out as Kim Woo-jin grabbed the doorknob and began to twist it . 
 
   “How much do I have to pay you to kill a player who has nothing to do with it? Huh?”
 
   Hearing the question, Kim Woo-jin returned to his seat . 
 
   “How much are you willing to pay?”
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   In 2025, the history of humanity changed . The balance between the humans and monsters shifted . Monsters began taking over cities, even a few small countries were conquered . 
 
   It was hell . 
 
   In that hell, Koreans were given shocking news . 
 
   Park Yong-wan!
 
   The news said that this man, one of the strongest players in Korea, who believed he was the hope for the Korean people, gathered thousands of players and powerful items and immigrated to Japan . 
 
   Anyone who heard of this, knew he was selling out his country . 
 
   Everyone in Korea cursed him . But that was all they could do . 
 
   There was no one powerful enough to judge Park Yong-wan now that he had collaborated with Japan, it was too strong . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin was different . While others criticized Park Yong-wan, he planned to get rid of him . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin probably knew Park Yong-wan better than Park Yong-wan knew himself . 
 
   ‘Park Yong-wan is more interested in personal gain than anything else . ’
 
   But it could not be considered as greed . Park Yong-wan wouldn’t sell out his country for greed . 
 
   It wasn’t like there was much to be gained from selling himself, players and items to Japan, to be precise, the concept of assets was meaningless . 
 
   With the way the world was being destroyed by the monsters, money had lost its value . Real estate was not even worth anything . 
 
   ‘Even if the cost was to sell his own country, he will do whatever it takes to protect his own interests . ’
 
   The reason Park Yong-wan betrayed his country was because he was afraid that everything in South Korea would be absorbed by the Messiah Guild . 
 
   So Kim Woo-jin was sure . 
 
   ‘That guy would never let something like this go . ’
 
   Revenge . For that, Park Yong-wan was ready to pay anything . 
 
   “Remuneration is good . But I don’t wanna get involved in such a dangerous situation . ”
 
   Confident in what he knew, Kim Woo-jin asked . 
 
   “At least I want to avoid Tosa Gu-pang . Can you pay me if I die?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t really afraid of Tosa Gu-pang . 
 
   What he truly wanted was a scapegoat . 
 
   The owner is responsible for the actions of the dog . 
 
   If Kim Woo-jin accepted Park Yong-wan’s offer, that meant it would be Park Yong-wan’s responsibility . Even if Kim Woo-jin attacked the Messiah Guild, Park Yong-wan would have to bear the responsibility for it . 
 
   And that was Kim Woo-jin’s aim . 
 
   “Hmm . ”
 
   In response, Park Yong-wan stared at Kim Woo-jin, instead of answering . 
 
   In fact, Park Yong-wan was inwardly panicking . 
 
   ‘Look at this bitch . ’
 
   When he first called Kim Woo-jin, he was trying to make him into a hunting dog, and have him bite the Skull Guild . 
 
   ‘I didn’t expect it to turn out like this…’
 
   Park Woo-jin had planned to threaten him if necessary, and if he still didn’t agree, then kill him . But now Kim Woo-jin had given him an unexpected proposal . 
 
   ‘What’s with this . . ?”
 
   Naturally Park Yong-wan was able to tell that Kim Woo-jin was hiding something . If it was before, he would’ve already killed him . 
 
   ‘Well, if he can bite the Skull Guild, it doesn’t matter if he’s a crazy dog . ’
 
   However things were different now . 
 
   “That’s an interesting offer you have . What exactly can you do if I look after you?”
 
   Park Yong-wan asked for more details, and Kim Woo-jim replied as if he was waiting for it . 
 
   “The Skull Guild are probably anxious to kill me . ”
 
   It was what Park Yong-wan wanted to hear the most . 
 
   “Hyung, I’m here . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan, who was organizing documents on his desk, responded to Lee Jin-ah’s greeting without looking up . 
 
   “I’m busy . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s expression was cold as if he didn’t want to talk to anyone . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “I bought pizza . Have some . ”
 
   But when he heard what Lee Jin-ah said next, Oh Se-chan’s smiled brighter than the hot cheese on the pizza . 
 
   “Hey, my brother Lee Jin-ah! The manliest man in the world! I was waiting for you to come!”
 
   “Se-chan, don’t be like that . ”
 
   “Sorry, what kind of pizza is it?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah placed three boxes stacked on top of each other on a desk . 
 
   “I bought this and that . ”
 
   The other employees who were also working in the office, looked on in interest . 
 
   “I’m not a little person who’s afraid to spend money to even buy a cup of noodles . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s words were full of hurt . 
 
   “I couldn’t even buy noodles with that money . I came to Seoul cause I didn’t want to be stuck longer in that car . ”
 
   “I’m sorry, was it that bad? I know . ”
 
   “Yeah?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was surprised by Oh Se-chan’s apology . Of course, his surprised expression didn’t last long . 
 
   “At least you should’ve spent some money to get coffee from the vending machine…sorry”
 
   Following the words of Oh Se-chan, Lee Jin-ah could only smile in frustration . 
 
   “So what’s up? You wanna make a report?”
 
   “I finished reporting, but what is it?”
 
   “Oh! Kim Woo-jin cried . We killed all the monsters . Kim Woo-jin was great . I have nothing to say and I did all I could . ”
 
   When he heard this, Lee Jin-ah frowned . 
 
   “Then what do you say? I’ll score everything Kim Woo-jin did as 1 out of 10 . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah said in dissatisfaction . 
 
   “What’s that guys aim anyway?”
 
   Oh Se-chan, who was biting into a slice of pizza and shrugged while looking at Lee Jin-ah’s expression . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “I don’t know . ”
 
   “Would you help him if you didn’t know?”
 
   “I don’t need a reason if he helps me get rid of the Skull Guild, right?”
 
   “Skull Guild . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah also knew about the bad relationship between Park Yong-wan, the Skull Guild and the Yamato Federation behind it . 
 
   Of course, he also knew about the possible war between them . 
 
   “Who is it?”
 
   As he asked this, his expression became quite serious . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin wouldn’t face off against the Skull Guild simply because of his sense of duty . 
 
   Park Yong-wan?
 
   “Kim Je-hoon . ”
 
   “Kim Je-hoon? Who is that?”
 
   “A player from the Yamato Federation who later joined the Skull Guild . They have no achievements and they’re the type who aim for the safest dungeons to challenge . Usually dungeons without even C rank monsters . 
 
   “Is that it?”
 
   “That’s all I know . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah frowned again . 
 
   “Why is Kim Woo-jin after a guy who isn’t anything special?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah who asked his questions, picked up three slices of pizza and started eating . Oh Se-chan frowned as he looked at him . 
 
   “What? Is it because I ate three slices? No wait, I bought this pizza . ”
 
   He made a face as though he’d been wronged But Oh Se-chan didn’t pay attention to him, that wasn’t the reason . 
 
   “That’s all the information I’ve managed to gather, that just means he’s good at hiding it . ”
 
   One of the ways that Oh Se-chan collected information was through backlogs . 
 
   Obviously the more the person tried to hide, the more loopholes one would be able to find in their disguise . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   But this player either had exceptional loyalty, cowardice and no past to speak of, or he had the reason and ability to evade Oh Se-chan’s radar . 
 
   “Isn’t that just because you’re incompetent?”
 
   Then Lee Jin-ah mentioned the third possibility . 
 
   Oh Se-chan nodded . 
 
   “Well as of right now, Lee Jin-ah, your bank account has been seized, you don’t have a credit card and you’re being hunted by interpol . I can’t help you . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s face immediately stiffened . 
 
   “Ah! It-, it was a joke!”
 
   His awkward laugh filled the room . 
 
   “Hyung do you like pepperoni pizza? Here, have a slice . I also bought some pickles . You can place them in the fridge and eat them as a side dish . There’s a lot of hot sauce too!”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s cold face, studied Lee Jin-ah’s awkward expression and the office became silent . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   Ring! Ring!
 
   One of the many cellphones on Oh Se-chan’s desk began to ring . 
 
   “Uh, the phone…”
 
   Lee Jin-ah hurriedly to grab the phone and handed it to Oh Se-chan . 
 
   “It must be urgent . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan didn’t pursue it and instead answered the phone . 
 
   “Oh, Isaac . Did the meeting go well?”
 
   The caller was Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Oh, indeed . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s expression became firmer for a second . 
 
   “Yeah, yeah . ”
 
   Soon after, Oh Se-chan hung up with a frown . 
 
   “What’s wrong?”
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   Many players enjoyed great wealth because of their profession . Boasting in expensive sports cars, luxury goods and ignoring the law . They lived a life of debauchery . 
 
   But not everyone was like that . 
 
   Some players preferred to steadily and safely attack dungeons and they could be considered a class of their own . 
 
   Kim Je-hoon was like that . 
 
   In the eyes of the public, he was just a loyal member of the Skull Guild who simply attacked low difficulty dungeons along with his guildmates . 
 
   At least until something happened . 
 
   ‘Damn it . ’
 
   Matsumoto Naoki . When Kim Je-hoon failed to deal with Kim Woo-jin, his situation changed 180 degrees . 
 
   In fact, Kim Je-hoon only gave a bit of minor assistance to the job . 
 
   ‘I just helped . ’
 
   There was nothing great, nothing special . I just did what I normally do . 
 
   So even if it failed, it wouldn’t be Kim Je-hoon’s problem . 
 
   ‘But why do I have to get fucked for it when it was Matsumoto who failed?”
 
   However, after the assassination attempt failed, the Skull Guild apprehended him, accusing him of being a spy . 
 
   Of course, Kim Je-hoon professed his innocence and in the end the Skull Guild didn’t expel him for it . 
 
   ‘Fuck . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Instead, they let him stay but from the way they treated him, Kim Je-hoon knew they didn’t believe him just yet . 
 
   ‘If they find out anything, then it’s over . ’
 
   It wouldn’t be a good thing . 
 
   ‘Fuck . ’
 
   The problem he had was that he actually was a spy . 
 
   ‘If the contact point with the Messiah Guild is revealed…’
 
   The Messiah Guild . 
 
   They were the ones who were actually behind Kim Je-hoon . 
 
   The Messiah Guild was leading the Skull Guild towards a direction they desired, with the help of Kim Je-hoon . 
 
   ‘It’s really dangerous . ’
 
   Naturally, if this fact was revealed, Kim Je-hoon’s life would be in danger . 
 
   ‘The Messiah Guild would get rid of me . ’
 
   It was clear to him what the Messiah Guild would do before the trouble truly broke out . 
 
   ‘I have to restore the Skull Guild’s trust in me somehow . ’
 
   From Kim Je-hoon’s perspective, the only way he could live was if he resolved this situation . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Je-hoon made many preparations . 
 
   ‘Kim Woo-jin, I have to kill him with my own two hands . ’
 
   The recognition he’d gain from killing Kim Woo-jin was the best option he could think of . So he began to look for opportunities to kill him . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   So even while he maintained his public persona, he began digging for information on Kim Woo-jin and in his search he found something . 
 
   Thanks to that . 
 
   “Is this information true?”
 
   “I’m sure . ”
 
   “So Kim Woo-jin is investigating me?”
 
   “Since he had a meeting with Park Yong-wan he has requested information about you . We gave him false information, as promised . ”
 
   “Thank you . ”
 
   “Please pay the agreed fee for this option to our account . ”
 
   “Yes, I’ll send it right away . ”
 
   He was able to learn that Kim Woo-jin was in fact researching him . 
 
   ‘Is this a rice cake from the sky?’
 
   From the perspective of Kim Je-hoon who was planning to kill Kim Woo-jin, this was like a rice cake falling into his lap from the sky . 
 
   ‘No, it’s not the right time . ’
 
   Therefore Kim Je-hoon intended to be more cautious with his movements . 
 
   ‘He fought that monster Matsumoto and managed to survive . He’s not some average player . ’
 
   Kim Je-hoon didn’t dare to underestimate Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘It’s hard for me alone . I’ll have to stick near to those guys who can surely catch him . ’
 
   Just as a lion hunts with its pride even while being confident in his own strength, he would not overestimate himself and intended to call a few companions . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘If I ask the Skull Guild for help, they’d just use me as bait . ’
 
   The Skull Guild was excluded from the start . 
 
   If he were to go to them with the information on Kim Woo-jin, he himself would look suspicious instead . 
 
   Also, the Skull Guild didn’t have the time to pay attention to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Now that the guild had sent a war declaration to Park Yong-wan, they were now focusing on defending against the inevitable counterattack . 
 
   ‘I have no choice . ’
 
   At that moment, a man’s face came to mind . The man was seemingly in his 30’s with sharp features, like an unsheathed blade . 
 
   ‘Yang Ji-hoo…I’ll have to call him . ’
 
   Yang Ji-hoon . 
 
   He was one of most powerful people that Kim Je-hoon could ask, with superior skills and abilities . 
 
   …
 
   This was the era when players were in power . In this era, Park Yong-wan’s clearance of the 6 Floor Dungeon made a big stir . 
 
   [Park Yong-wan! The legendary man who cleared a 6 Floor Dungeon said to be Korea’s new powerhouse!]
 
   [The value of the Park Yong-wan’s strategy for the 6 Floor Dungeon said to cost 100 trillion won!?]
 
   [Park Yong-wan! Will he become Korea’s new future!?]
 
   There were many waves in Korea and even in the international community . However the biggest change was in the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   [Phoenix Guild, do they believe Park Yong-wan to be the best?]
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   [Restructuring in the Phoenix Guild expected to take place, the cause? Park Yong-wan!]
 
   The power structures in the Phoenix Guild began shifting, with Park Yong-wan at the center and all of his aides gained higher positions as a result . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   Among them, there was one unexpected name . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin? That fucker who hit his colleagues?”
 
   “No, how on earth did he become one of Park Yong-wan’s aides?”
 
   “He hasn’t been in the guild for even half a year right?”
 
   Within the Phoenix Guild, there were many who expressed surprise when they heard that the newbie Kim Woo-jin was included . 
 
   As their surprise was too high, rumors also began to circulate within the guild . 
 
   When he heard about the rumors, Park Yong-wan only made a short statement . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin? I’m interested to see where this player can go in the future . He has potential . ”
 
   At that time, the rumors seemed to come through . 
 
   “I bet that Kim Woo-jin is one of Park Yong-wan’s guards . ”
 
   “Damn it, I’ll have to be careful around someone else now . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin became one of Park Yong-wan’s men, and if you touched him then you’d have to face Park Yong-wan in the end . 
 
   ‘You kept your promise . ’
 
   Park Yong-wan had indeed kept his promise, and so it was time for Kim Woo-jin to keep his promise . 
 
   ‘The Skull Guild isn’t making any moves, it’s making me impatient . ’
 
   In order to keep his promise, Kim Woo-jin headed to Yeongjongdo, Incheon
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   The higher the rank, the more popular a one floor dungeon would be . However, from 2 floors and above, the lower ranked dungeons were popular . 
 
   When the difficulty was low, the probability of death was also low . Of course, there were exceptions . 
 
   [Two-headed Dog Dungeon]
→Floors: 2
→Difficulty: D-rank
→Maximum number of Entries: 61
→Requirement: Level 40 and below
→Challenge Conditions: Defeat the Two-headed Dog
→Reward: None
 
   The exception to this was the Two-headed Dog Dungeon which appeared in the rural housing complex in Sokhwasan, Yeongjongdo . 
 
   As a D-rank dungeon, it was obviously favored by most players whose levels were in their 30s . 
 
   A dog with two heads, also known as the Double Headed Dog(雙頭犬) is not only a strong monster, it was also cunning . 
 
   The problem was that the maximum number of entries was only 61, which meant that many monsters would spawn or that the chances of a powerful monster spawning were considerable . 
 
   Players looking for low difficulty dungeons were thus forced to find something else . At the same time, even the skilled players turned away as there was no reason for players who were confident in their skills to challenge a D-rank Dungeon . 
 
   In other words, this dungeon was nothing but a headache for the AA Guild who had bid for it . 
 
   “Lee Jung-hyun? Is that correct?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   Of course, the AA Guild didn’t really care whether the applicant was an angel or a demon . 
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   “Please sign here . ”
 
   The reason that Kim Woo-jin didn’t need to give the AA Dungeon Management Team proper identification when he was signing up his name to participate in the dungeon using someone else’s name . 
 
   It was a good place to hunt Kim Je-hoon . 
 
   ‘There is no dungeon better than this one for this . ’
 
   Of course this was also a good stage for Kim Je-hoon when it came to Kim Woo-jin . This was why Kim Woo-jin chose this dungeon . 
 
   ‘Because you can bring any number of bodyguards . ’
 
   If the stage was good enough to make Kim Je-hoon go into the dungeon, then Kim Woo-jin would also go with him . 
 
   However the risk that Kim Woo-jin was taking was great . 
 
   ‘And if it’s this guy…he’d bring someone on the level of Matsumoto or higher . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Even Matsumoto Naoki who was the disciple of the Sword Saint was helped by this guy to kill Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘Maybe someone from the Messiah Guild will come…’
 
   Above all, given Kim Je-hoon’s connection to the Messiah Guild, there was a chance that Kim Woo-jin would meet someone that he knows . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   Kukuku!
 
   A Range Rover, a car called the Rolls-Royce of the desert appeared . 
 
   The vehicle pulled into a provisional parking lot and people began pouring out of it one by one . 
 
   [Eye of Horus has been activated]
 
   Suddenly, behind his sunglasses, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes began to glow with golden light . 
 
   There was no Kim Je-hoon among that group, instead . 
 
   ‘Yang Ji-hoo?’
 
   It was Yang Ji-hoo . 
 
   ‘A Round Table Knight…better than I expected . ’
 
   He was one of the members of the Round Table from Kim Woo-jin’s memories . 
 
   The Knights of the Round Table, in the beginning they weren’t a large group like a guild . 
 
   It began as a small gathering for players with legendary items relating to the great King Arthur . It wasn’t until 2025 that the small group suddenly became enormous . As society became more scattered and broken, there was a need for more groups who would become the pillars that held it together and the Knights of the Round Table became one such group . 
 
   It was like the Messiah Guild . 
 
   No, actually, the Messiah Guild was their root . 
 
   ‘Park Shin-hye played a decisive role . ’
 
   Park Shin-hye, who owned the Merlin Staff was one of the members of the Round Table and with her support the group was able to set a good foundation and expand . 
 
   It was similar to the growth of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Then an incident occurred . 
 
   ‘After that, they were attacked by the King of Poison…’
 
   The King of Poison attacked the Round Table and the result…
 
   ‘…they were naturally absorbed by the Messiah Guild . ’
 
   Because of that incident, the Knights of the Round Table were absorbed into the Messiah Guild and later became the members of Park Shin-hye’s personal guard within the Messiah Guild . 
 
   At the time, Kim Woo-jin hadn’t had any questions about the process . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   However it was different now that Kim Woo-jin knew that the King of Poison actually worked for the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘It was all a ploy . ’
 
   He now knew that everything that had happened were situations created by the Messiah Guild in a build to control the whole world . 
 
   From a certain standpoint, it was enough to make one tremble in fear . 
 
   In fact, Kim Woo-jin felt a pain spreading across his chest . 
 
   The pain from the stab of a knife from the person whom he once trusted the most . 
 
   An indescribable anger welled up inside him . 
 
   ‘Let’s be calm . It’s not too late to grasp the situation after this job is over . I just need to focus on this for now’
 
   Kim Woo-jin forcefully suppressed his shivering . 
 
   ‘If Yang Ji-hoo is the bodyguard…’
 
   He did not mistake his prey or his mission . 
 
   A dog who mistook the prey was a crazy dog that could not be a hunting dog . 
 
   ‘I’ll do my best . ’
 
   So Kim Woo-jin had a decision to make . 
 
   “Inventory . ”
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin activated his inventory in a small voice . 
 
   The inventory appeared before him and an item caught his eye . 
 
   [Skill Stone(C)]
→Effect: Increase a skill of D rank to the C rank
→Cannot be traded
 
   Kim Woo-jin had been saving this skill stone for a more valuable skill he intended to gain, but he used it at this moment . 
 
   “Use skill stone on Skeleton Warrior Mastery . ”
 
   [Skeleton Warrior Mastery has increased by one rank . ]
 
   [Skeleton Warrior Mastery]
Rank: C
Effect:
→Enhance the ability of summoned skeletons and increase the number of skeletons that can be summoned . Effect increases with
→skill rank . 
→Skeleton Soldier stats increased by 20%
→+14 summonable Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The notifications popped immediately . 
 
   “It is time to enter the dungeon! Please get ready!”
 
   …
 
   [Kill 3000 to advance to the next floor]
 
   “What?”
 
   “Three thousand?!”
 
   Screams could be heard beside a stream that flowed loudly at the foot of a 2000 metre mountain . 
 
   “Fuck, what 3000?! This is a D-rank dungeon!”
 
   “Bullshit! There must be an error!”
 
   The screams came from the players when they saw the conditions to clear the first floor . 
 
   Of course, not all of them screamed, instead some of the players welcomed this situation . 
 
   ‘If the objective is 3000, then it’s possible that they will probably be weak monsters . ’
 
   ‘If you look at it differently, they should be on the same level as goblins . ’
 
   ‘It’s better to kill 3000 monsters like goblins that fight a few strong monsters . ’
 
   It was thanks to that that they believed that no strong monsters would appear . 
 
   Of course there were also those who didn’t know how to react to it . 
 
   “Tch”
 
   Yang Ji-hoo was one of them . 
 
   Wearing black armor, he shook his head and tapped the sword at his waist . 
 
   “I didn’t put on such expensive gear to kill a couple goblins did I?”
 
   Yang Ji-hoo who still had his hand on his sword turned to the man beside him, dressed in a robe . 
 
   “Kim Je-hoon, please say something . Should I use this expensive gear to hunt goblins?”
 
   “For my life . ”
 
   Only then did the man in the robes speak . Kim Je-hoon’s voice was filled with tension . 
 
   “The Underworld’s Kim Je-hoon is very, very good huh?”
 
   Yang Ji-hoo laughed heartily . 
 
   ‘Bloody fucker . ’
 
   Kim Je-hoon boiled internally . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   In actuality, the relationship between Kim Je-hoon and Yang Ji-hoo was not very good . 
 
   It was similar to two employees aiming for the attention of a senior executive . They were competitors . 
 
   Competitors who could not show gaps, weaknesses, or regrets to each other, even if they’re shown to everyone in the world . 
 
   ‘This time, I have to catch Kim Woo-jin . ’
 
   That was how desperate Kim Je-hoon was . 
 
   ‘The Phoenix Guild and Skull Guild are at war, so the more I build my reputation, the greater their faith in me . ’
 
   At this very moment, Kim Je-hoon’s life was at stake . Yang Ji-hoo looked at him with a smile . 
 
   “How many more did you bring besides me?”
 
   Of course, it was obvious that Kim Je-hoon wouldn’t just rely on one Yang Ji-hoo . 
 
   “Five more people except you and your colleagues . ”
 
   “Then eight people?”
 
   Eight, including Yang Ji-hoo and his men . Quite a large number of personnel to hunt Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “You must be rich . ”
 
   The costs of this wouldn’t be small . 
 
   “Did you have to get a loan?”
 
   “So noisy . ”
 
   “Haha, I guess I got it . ”
 
   Even the costs had to be borrowed . 
 
   From Kim Je-hoon’s perspective, it was inevitable . 
 
   ‘It’s better to spend money to survive . ’
 
   Whatever the cost, it didn’t matter as long as he could save his life . 
 
   ‘Just need to survive . I just need to survive . ’
 
   As long as he survived, when he finally became the rule of the world, he’d be able to look back at this moment with nostalgia . 
 
   For that future, spending money now is good . 
 
   Rather, he was relieved that he had enough for this much . The talents he had among him would be his trump card at the poker table . Of this, Kim Je-hoon was sure . 
 
   ‘He’d never expect this . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin would never imagine . 
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   “Kup!”
 
   A man screamed in pain as he swung at the Goblin Skeleton Soldier that had just stabbed his side . 
 
   Paak!
 
   The Skeleton Soldier flew to the side and landed roughly on the ground as other Skeleton Soldiers besieged the man . 
 
   Park Yeon-soo had been fighting them for a long time and his eyes slowly became filled with fear as he looked at the other skeletons approaching him . 
 
   Why was Park Yeon-soo fighting skeletons? The answer to this question was actually quite easy . 
 
   There wasn’t even a need to question why he was suddenly attacked . 
 
   ‘Fuck! I only tried to deal with one player to make a little money…’
 
   In the beginning he was also one of the players who was hired to enter the dungeon to kill another player . 
 
   It was not unusual for him to be attacked . 
 
   ‘No one said Kim Woo-jin was such a monster!’
 
   Park Yeon-soo was sure that it was Kim Woo-jin that attacked him . 
 
   Absolutely certain . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin!”
 
   Park Yeon-soo shouted at seemingly no one . 
 
   “Let’s make a deal!”
 
   He had decided to negotiate . 
 
   “I’ll give you information on Kim Je-hoon . I’ll give you information about all the other guys that I know about . Let me live, and all the information is yours!”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The skeletons had no reaction to his words . 
 
   Boom!
 
   Instead they narrowed the distance to Park Yeon-soo which caused him to shout again . 
 
   “I-, you better keep me alive! There are many more here than you think!”
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin appeared . 
 
   “You want to give me information?”
 
   Only then did Park Yeon-soo fix his expression of displeasure . 
 
   “That-, that’s right . ”
 
   “And how can you guarantee that this isn’t a trap?”
 
   “Trap?”
 
   “Can you guarantee that you’re not just saying this to escape your current situation?”
 
   “That…”
 
   “Are there any guarantees that a guy who came into this dungeon to kill me for a few dollars isn’t trying to trick me now?”
 
   Park Yeon-soo could only nod in agreement . 
 
   “Yes, you’re right . Trust is needed . What can I do?”
 
   “Put down your weapons first . Then we’ll talk . ”
 
   “O-, okay . ”
 
   As he heard this, Park Yeon-soo hesitantly put the weapon in his hand on the floor, then he took off his helmet . (TL: That doesn’t sound like a good idea my dude . )
 
   Suddenly . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Hwik!
 
   Kim Woo-jin threw the dagger in his hand at Park Yeon-woo’s forehead, where it stuck . 
 
   Puk!
 
   At the same time, the skeletons charged forward, as if they were waiting for this moment . (TL: Told ya)
 
   It was very underhanded to make a deal and then renege when the other party lowered their guard . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin didn’t care about that . 
 
   It was funny to think that people who came to kill him really thought he would negotiate with them . 
 
   [Eye of Anubis has been activated . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s eyes became black . 
 
   …
 
   Day 2 of the Dungeon challenge . 
 
   The players who’d initially despaired at the task to slay 3000 monsters eventually regained their calm . 
 
   “Are there really no monsters as strong as we thought?”
 
   “I only found one or two Orcs . ”
 
   The monsters that appeared were much weaker than they expected . In any case, they had no information on the second floor and those who experienced this large battle could not figure out the situation . 
 
   No one knew what to do, but they were not in a hurry . 
 
   “In the situation, if you overdo it, you lose . ”
 
   “Everyone’s thinking was similar . Slowly and safely, moving forward while saving energy . ”
 
   After spending time on the first floor, everyone wanted to go to the second . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   However, Kim Je-hoon was different . 
 
   “Fuck!”
 
   Unlike most players who grew more calm and patient the longer they stayed in the dungeon, he grew more impatient . 
 
   “You said you hired five people?”
 
   Before entering the dungeon, Kim Je-hoon had made preparations with the players he hired . 
 
   He would leave marks around and they were to follow the marks to find the designated place . 
 
   “Indeed . ”
 
   “But no one’s coming . ”
 
   However no one had arrived at the designated place . 
 
   Even after waiting for a few hours, not even one of them showed up at the designated place . 
 
   At this time, Kim Je-hoon’s mind was filled with thoughts . 
 
   ‘What happened?’
 
   All the players he hired were very skilled, at least in terms of hunting players . 
 
   Therefore when faced with these weak monsters that even ordinary players could kill, they would not suffer even a scratch . 
 
   ‘Could they all have hidden their identities?’
 
   Their identity counterfeiting would need to be perfect . 
 
   Although there was a chance that one or two of them were fake, it was impossible for all five of them to be fake . 
 
   ‘Damn, what is this?’
 
   Kim Je-hoon’s patience had long been worn thin and he was becoming confused . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Hey . ”
 
   Fortunately his confusion didn’t last long . 
 
   “Something’s coming . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Someone had finally come to the promised location . 
 
   “What is it? Are they enemies?”
 
   A group of Goblins and Orc skeletons appeared before them, showing extreme hostility . 
 
   At the sight, Kim Je-hoon could not become any more upset . 
 
   It was clear now what he had to do . 
 
   “Yang Ji-hoo . ”
 
   Above all, Kim Je-hoon’s most powerful card was the one he could trust the most . 
 
   “Indeed, you can only trust me . I’ll show you something motivating . ”
 
   A card called Yang Ji-hoo . 
 
   “Oh!”
 
   Behind the group of skeletons, a man could be seen . 
 
   “That’s Kim Woo-jin right?”
 
   In response to Yang Ji-hoo’s question, Kim Je-hoon closed his eyes with a wand in his hand . Preparing for battle . 
 
   Yang Ji-hoo smiled at Kim Woo-jin and said . 
 
   “Now then, where do you want to show me your skills?”
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   “Boss…”
 
   When he heard the voice of his subordinate, Oh Se-chan, who was having a meal with Lee Jin-ah, put down his chopsticks and picked up a pickle . 
 
   “What’s up?”
 
   “The signature has been confirmed . ”
 
   “Yeongjongdo?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   When this was confirmed, Oh Se-chan narrowed his eyes . 
 
   “From the way he is acting, there must have been a big shot protecting him, so who is it?”
 
   “The signature of the player who entered the dungeon under the name Jang Un-hyuk was almost identical to that of Jang Chen . ”
 
   “Jang Chen?”
 
   Oh Se-chan was surprised by that . 
 
   “You mean Yang Ji-hoo?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   As he heard that, Oh Se-chan scratched his head, as if he could feel a headache incoming . 
 
   Then Lee Jin-ah, who had been eating rice as though he was about to starve to death, asked . 
 
   “Who’s that?”
 
   “The best rookie under level 50 . ”
 
   Yang Ji-hoo, he was one of the strongest rookies that Oh Se-chan knew . 
 
   “Is he stronger than me?”
 
   “Yep . ”
 
   He was indeed stronger than Lee Jin-ah . Lee Jin-ah was one of the followers to whom Oh Se-chan gave his full support . His items, skills and combat experience were all top notch . So the fact that Yang Ji-hoo was stronger, proved that he was a monster . 
 
   “You’re saying Kim Woo-jin is with Yang Ji-hoo right now?”
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   “Ha, what? This is nothing!”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s expression showed that he wasn’t worried at all . 
 
   “Why isn’t it a big deal?”
 
   “Kim Woo-jin, that guys a monster too . ”
 
   “True, they’re both monsters when compared to you . ”
 
   “Why did you have to say it like that to hurt my tender heart!”
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin was also a monster . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “So that’s the problem . If those two collide, even with my standards I’d be unable to judge the outcome . ”
 
   If the two of them truly fought, it would be hard to accurately say who’d win and who’d lose . 
 
   “But in terms of skills, he is better than Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   As it was, without external help, Kim Woo-jin should be at a disadvantage . 
 
   “In the dungeon, there will probably be more people on Kim Je-hoon’s side . ”
 
   While in the dungeon, Kim Je-hoo would not only have the help of Yang Ji-hoo, but also his subordinates . 
 
   This meant that Kim Woo-jin would have to face many unknown variables . 
 
   “I don’t think so . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s thoughts on the other hand, were quite different . 
 
   “What are you talking about?”
 
   “What kind of player do you think Kim Woo-jin is?”
 
   When asked this by Lee Jin-ah, Oh Se-chan made an odd expression . 
 
   “A player who is stronger than you?”
 
   “Ah, really! He eats until there are no side dishes and no rice, but keeps on eating…”
 
   “Does he eat the air? What are you trying to say? What kind of player is Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   “What does he have more than any other player?”
 
   “Coarseness?”
 
   “He never fights a losing battle . ”
 
   “Isn’t he going to fight a losing battle now?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah looked at Oh Se-chan and said with conviction . 
 
   “That guy never fights a battle he cannot win . Never . ”
 
   …
 
   Clang!
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s scimitar and Yang Ji-hoo’s longsword struck each other roughly before bouncing away as though they were magnets of the same pole that rejected each other . 
 
   “Wow . ”
 
   Yang Ji-hoo let out a sound of surprise . 
 
   “You have better physical strength than I expected . Where did you get that leather armor?”
 
   Conversely, Kim Woo-jin just calmly stared at him . 
 
   ‘I tried my best, but this guy could still match me . ’
 
   Just now Kim Woo-jin had used his full power to class against Yang Ji-hoo, but they came up even . 
 
   ‘Our health is similar,’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   This meant that the physical stats of Kim Woo-jin and Yang Ji-hoo were almost the same . 
 
   It wasn’t that surprising however . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s physical strength was much higher than others his level . But that didn’t mean there weren’t others like him in the world . 
 
   Yang Ji-hoo was definitely not behind him when it came to the quality of their equipment . 
 
   ‘I’m in a little trouble . ’
 
   In fact, if they were to directly compare items, Kim Woo-jin might be at a disadvantage . 
 
   There was also something else to consider . 
 
   ‘Gawain’s Necklace . ’
 
   Gawain’s Necklace . As a legendary item, it’s attributes were amazing . It was this necklace that gave Yang Ji-hoo his entrance into the Round Table . 
 
   If you only considered stamina, Kim Woo-jin’s situation was more unfavorable . 
 
   ‘When we start using skills, I’ll be suppressed . ’
 
   This was because Yang Ji-hoo’s halo was the Undying Fighter . When it came to comprehensive ability, the Emissary of the Underworld was much better, but when it came to prolonged melee combat, the Undying Fighter was much more advantageous . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew this better than anyone . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld shows interest in this battle . ]
 
   Suddenly a notification sounded in Kim Woo-jin’s ear . A notification that could only be heard when players who had gained the attention of their respective halo’s fought . 
 
   “Oh, you got a halo notification right? If you weren’t worthy to fight, I wouldn’t get a notification like this!”
 
   Yang Ji-hoo also got the notification . 
 
   “If I win this fight, I should get at least one rank up shouldn’t I?”
 
   This meant that Yang Ji-hoo was also a player who received a lot of attention from his halo . 
 
   ‘It will be difficult to win . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin came to the conclusion that it would be difficult to overpower or kill Yang Ji-hoo as he was now . 
 
   ‘I’ll have to go all in . ’
 
   Suddenly, more Skeleton Soldiers appeared . 
 
   “What the . . ?”
 
   Yang Ji-hoo’s face contorted when he saw the additional nine skeletons . 
 
   “Hey, everyone…”
 
   With his face still frozen, he turned his head to look at Kim Je-hoon and his subordinates who were stuck in battle with ten skeletons already . 
 
   “Sorry . ”
 
   “We’ll finish quickly!”
 
   The two subordinates felt his gaze and responded immediately . 
 
   “Hurry up!”
 
   Kim Je-hoon also shouted toward Yang Ji-hoo, though his message was different . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Yang Ji-hoo smiled and turned back to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “I think it’ll be quite hard, but I must kill you . ”
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers seemed to respond for Kim Woo-jin as they started running toward Yang Ji-hoo . 
 
   Seeing this, Yang Ji-hoo gripped his sword tighter . It would be difficult to fight Kim Woo-jin along with the 9 skeletons but even under these circumstances, Yang Ji-hoo did not lose confidence . 
 
   ‘Even if it’s 10 to 1, I need to create a legend every once in a while . ’
 
   Rather, he was prepared to enjoy the battle . 
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   However, unexpectedly, the Skeleton Soldiers bypassed Yang Ji-hoo and instead went to fight his companions . 
 
   ‘What?’
 
   A stream of light flashed as Kim Woo-jin swung his scimitar at the distracted Yang Ji-hoo . 
 
   Clang!
 
   Yang Ji-hoo blocked the fierce attack and shouted at Kim Woo-jin’s face . 
 
   “What are you trying to do?”
 
   However Kim Woo-jin didn’t respond, instead he launched a fierce offensive against Yang Ji-hoo . 
 
   Clang!
 
   They began to clash constantly . 
 
   Clang!
 
   The strikes of the blades resounded again and again . 
 
   ‘What is this kid . . ?’
 
   Yang Ji-hoo found it hard to understand what was going on . He knew that Kim Woo-jin was an expert, but he clearly couldn’t withstand such fighting since his halo appeared to be the Emissary of the Underworld . 
 
   How could Kim Woo-jin not know that . It was against common sense to treat himself like a Skeleton Soldier . 
 
   ‘What the hell?’
 
   While such questions filled his mind . 
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   In the distance he heard what sounded like someone holding back a pained scream . It was a strange sound . 
 
   How many skeletons had been added to that battle?
 
   ‘No way, is this kid . . ?’
 
   As soon as he heard the sound from the other battlefield, he understood Kim Woo-jin’s aim . (TL: A bit slow there Ji-hoon…really)
 
   Clang!
 
   Their blades clashed again and he was now more convinced than ever . 
 
   ‘He’s just stalling for time!’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was as he expected . Kim Woo-jin did not intend to defeat Yang Ji-hoo . After all, Yang Ji-hoo wasn’t his prey . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s target was Kim Je-hoon from the start, he was just pinning Yang Ji-hoo down to accomplish that . 
 
   Of course, he had prepared much more than this . 
 
   “Shit! There’s poison!”
 
   As he took a few hits, Yang Ji-hoo shouted loudly to warn everyone . 
 
   “Be careful of their weap-…”
 
   At that moment, Yang Ji-hoo stumbled . 
 
   “Uh, uh!”
 
   It was as though as soon as he realised that Kim Woo-jin was using poison, the power of the poison intensified . 
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin heard a notification in his ear . 
 
   [The enemy has been afflicted with Blood Poison . ]
 
   [The Needle Snake’s poison accumulated in your body has strengthened the effects of Blood Poison . ]
 
   The Needle Snake’s poison which had accumulated in his body was another of trump cards that Kim Woo-jin prepared . 
 
   The method was simple . Using the fangs of the Needle Snake he had created two poison daggers . Then, when he entered the dungeon, he stabbed them into his body . 
 
   Due to the effect of the daggers, the poison spread throughout his body, which then activated the power of Apophis . 
 
   In other words, by stabbing himself with the daggers, he had strengthened the Blood Poison . 
 
   ‘It’s the Poison King’s secret technique . ’
 
   It was a secret that helped the Poison King used to become a terrifying monster . 
 
   ‘The secret that slaughtered the Knights of the Round Table . ’
 
   It was this powerful trick that allowed the Poison King to annihilate the strong members of the Knight of the Round Table . 
 
   In front of the secret technique, there seemed to be nothing Yang Ji-hoo could do . 
 
   With a black face, Yang Ji-hoo looked up at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Unfortunately, you faced the wrong person . ”
 
   At that moment, Yang Ji-hoo’s armor began glowing with soft, warm light . 
 
   “Protection of the Sun . ”
 
   The light completely covered Yang Ji-hoo’s body the moment he completed his spell . 
 
   The skill he’d activated was the powerful buff skill of Gawain’s Necklace that could only be used once a day, the Protection of the Sun . 
 
   It was at that moment that Yang Ji-hoo finally showed his conviction to fight Kim Woo-jin with all he had . 
 
   ‘He finally used it . ’
 
   It was the moment that Kim Woo-jin was waiting for . 
 
   “Retreat . ”
 
   Suddenly Kim Woo-jin and the Skeleton Soldiers all ran away without turning back . 
 
    
    
 
    
  
 
  
 
  

 
   
    
      Published at 11th of June 2020 11:06:33 AM
 
     
   
 
  
 
   
   
     Due to deal restructure text to speech player is currently unavailable. Will find a solution soon. 
   
 
    
   
 
   
 Chapter 65 
   
 
   Kill The Hero – Chapter 65
 
   
 
   
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   
 
   
 
   Translator: Seven
 
   Editor: Ana_Banana
 
   Protection of the Sun . 
 
   The effect of this skill, which can only be used once a day by the owner of Gawain’s Necklace, was a 20% increase in all abilities . 
 
   This included stats, defense, resistances, even attack power and skill effects were buffed . 
 
   Everything was increased by 20% . 
 
   It was a crazy effect, but there were restrictions . 
 
   For one, the duration was 10 minutes, which couldn’t be said to be too long or two short . Two, after using Protection of the Sun, Gawain’s Necklace would become disabled for one day afterward . Meaning that all other effects that it had would also be unusable . 
 
   ‘There’s a penalty like that, so I don’t need to stick around . ’
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, he had no reason to fight Yang Ji-hoo while he was using Protection of the Sun . 
 
   “Retreat . ”
 
   At Kim Woo-jin’s call, the Skeleton Soldiers simultaneously turned and ran away . It only took a few seconds for them to scatter completely . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “Retreat?”
 
   It was a scene which caused the few who were fighting to stand still, unsure of what to do . This was especially true for Yang Ji-hoo who had just been locked in fierce combat with Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Fuck!”
 
   Yang Ji-hoo was the first to come to his senses . 
 
   “After them!”
 
   With a loud shout, he started to chase after Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   In his head, there was only one thought . 
 
   ‘The effect ends in 10 minutes . ’
 
   Protection of the Sun only lasted 10 minutes and after it ended, the situation would probably go back to the way it was before, or maybe even worse . Yang Ji-hoo knew he had to defeat Kim Woo-jin before then
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t very surprised
 
   ‘He’s following me . ’
 
   He had expected that Yang Ji-hoo would not let him get away that easily . 
 
   And so, he’d prepared just for that . 
 
   “Corpse Explosion . ”
 
   Clap!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   As he activated the skill, Kim Woo-jin clapped his hands together . 
 
   Kwang!
 
   Then the bodies that were under Yang Ji-hoo’s feet, exploded with a loud bang . 
 
   The explosion caused by a pile of three bodies was quite powerful . 
 
   “Keuk!”
 
   Yang Ji-hoo, who’d been caught in the explosion, was thrown to the floor by the powerful explosion . 
 
   However, he immediately sprung to his feet and continued chasing Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Compared to the explosive power, the damage he sustained from it did not seem to be much . 
 
   This was the power of the Protection of the Sun buff . 
 
   If it wasn’t for that buff, he wouldn’t have been able to take it without a scratch . But after the buff ended, he’d be much more vulnerable than before . 
 
   ‘I’ll definitely catch you . ’
 
   From Yang Ji-hoo’s perspective, there was another reason why he was chasing so fiercely . 
 
   ‘If I don’t, I’ll die . ’
 
   Yang Ji-hoo, who felt he was in a life and death crisis, followed Kim Woo-jin with all his power . 
 
   And Kim Woo-jin kept leading him away . 
 
   He kept going to where he buried bodies, and using his skill . 
 
   “Corpse Explosion . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s accuracy was amazing . Even in the high speed chase, he was able to hit Yang Ji-hoo perfectly every time . 
 
   It was like hitting a moving stone in the air with a pebble . 
 
   From a certain standpoint, if one had been constantly tossed around by explosions, they would eventually stop pursuing, even if the damage was little . However Yang Ji-hoo didn’t stop, rather, even with Kim Woo-jin’s amazing ability to always hit him, he kept closing the distance between them . 
 
   The distance between them, which was rather long before, had been shortened to 20 meters . At the speed that they were going, 20 meters could be covered in an instant . 
 
   “Rapid Speed . ”
 
   Then, Yang Ji-hoo made a winning move . He casted the Rapid Speed skill which increased his movement speed by 20% for 30 seconds . 
 
   ‘Rapid Speed . ’
 
   His actions didn’t escape Kim Woo-jin’s notice . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin suddenly stopped running and turned, swinging his scimitar toward Yang Ji-hoo, who’s speed rapidly increased . 
 
   ‘I knew you’d do this . ’
 
   Yang Ji-hoo closed the distance between them and swung his longsword toward Kim Woo-jin . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Clang!
 
   The two blades clashed with a loud sound . 
 
   At the same time, Kim Woo-jin was sent flying at an extreme speed . The difference in power was evident . 
 
   “This bastard . ”
 
   Only then did Yang Ji-hoo realise his intentions . 
 
   “You’re really such a cheap person . ”
 
   Yang Ji-hoo swore at Kim Woo-jin but received no response . 
 
   “You don’t dare to attack me again huh? You’re just a bastard . Do you not dare to face the anger of a strong guy?”
 
   He didn’t attack again, he just had a smug look on his face . 
 
   “Then let’s continue . ”
 
   Along with that, Yang Ji-hoo launched a fierce attack . 
 
   It was an uneven fight . 
 
   Clang!
 
   Every time there was a sound as their blades collided, Kim Woo-jin’s body shook greatly . 
 
   Despite the light attacks from Yang Ji-hoo, Kim Woo-jin had to defend with all his might . If a passerby was to see this fight, they’d be able to clearly see that Kim Woo-jin was at a disadvantage . 
 
   In fact, they were no longer on the same level . 
 
   “Oh, you’re still alive huh? I have to try harder . ”
 
   Yang Ji-hoo stopped and stared at Kim Woo-jin, inspecting him . It wasn’t that he expected a trick of some sort, but rather he was just being vigilant . 
 
   [Protection of the Sun ends in 100 seconds . ]
 
   ‘100 seconds . ’
 
   He was clearly measuring the time he had left . 
 
   Moreover, it wasn’t just for fun that he was attacking Kim Woo-jin so fiercely . 
 
   ‘There is nothing here . ’
 
   It was to make him pull out all of his hidden trump cards one by one . 
 
   ‘Does he really not have any more hidden cards?’
 
   He confirmed that there seemed to be no more traps . 
 
   ‘Then I should finish this now . ’
 
   He did not intend to give Kim Woo-jin time to prepare anything else . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘It ends here . ’
 
   Yang Ji-hoo prepared to make a move . 
 
   Chik!
 
   Suddenly an arrow flew toward Yang Ji-hoo . 
 
   Tink!
 
   However it just bounced off his armor without piercing through . 
 
   He received no damage, however Yang Ji-hoo’s expression stiffened . 
 
   ‘What is this…’
 
   As he looked on, black skeletons emerged one by one . 
 
   “You should have about 95 seconds left . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s voice drifted into his ear . 
 
   “Already?”
 
   Only then did Yang Ji-hoo realize . 
 
   “Stalling for time?”
 
   From the start, Kim Woo-jin had been tying him down, keeping from helping the others and now it could be seen that his so-called ‘retreat’ was only an extension of that . 
 
   “I’ll tell you one thing . I don’t have to give verbal commands to my skeletons . ”
 
   From the beginning when Kim Woo-jin shouted his order to retreat, it was like a professionally directed movie . 
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers did not need Kim Woo-jin to tell them commands . Nevertheless, at that time, he had cried out . 
 
   “I don’t have to say retreat, but I shouted it anyway . Why?”
 
   “Then…”
 
   “Because I knew that you would start to chase me . ”
 
   By shouting, Yang Ji-hoo and his companions would have the illusion that they really intended to retreat and follow them . 
 
   “And as I expected, you followed me . ”
 
   And in fact Yang Ji-hoo had indeed chased after Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “As if I was crazy…”
 
   When Yang Ji-hoo had chased after Kim Woo-jin he hadn’t cared whether his companions were following and just kept running . 
 
   While he had been chasing Kim Woo-jin, the skeletons had returned to attack his subordinates and Kim Je-hoon . The fact that they had returned now, proved that the battle was already over . 
 
   “You also didn’t notice that we’ve been moving in a circle . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin didn’t just run in a straight line without aim . Instead, he led Yang Ji-hoo in a circle . That way the skeletons were able to catch up faster . 
 
   In other words, everything was in accordance with Kim Woo-jin’s plan from the start . 
 
   “So, do you understand now?”
 
   After saying this much, a mocking smile spread across Kim Woo-jin’s face . Yang Ji-hoo’s eyes were clouded with confusion as he looked at that smile . 
 
   “You guys! Who are you exactly?”
 
   Yang Ji-hoo couldn’t help but shout out . 
 
   In response, Kim Woo-jin said . 
 
   “You really don’t know my identity after I explained so much? Fine, I’ll tell you . ”
 
   As he heard this, Yang Ji-hoo gulped subconsciously . 
 
   “My identity is…”
 
   Tension began to build in the clearing . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin suddenly said something else . 
 
   “Oh, it’s almost time . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   It was then…
 
   [Protection of the Sun ends in 30 seconds . ]
 
   A notification sounded again in Yang Ji-hoo’s ears to inform him of the imminent end of the skill . 
 
   This was the reason why Kim Woo-jin had been having a conversation with Yang Ji-hoo . To waste even more time . 
 
   In other words, he no longer needed to talk . 
 
   “You cowardly bastard!”
 
   As soon as Yang Ji-hoo shouted, the smile on Kim Woo-jin’s face disappeared, his face returning to the usual neutral expression . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin and his skeletons retreated again, not intending to face Yang Ji-hoo within those remaining seconds at all . 
 
   ‘Ah…”
 
   Yang Ji-hoo could only make a stormy expression as he saw this . 
 
   Not long after, another notification sounded in his ear . 
 
   [Protection of the Sun Buff has ended . ]
 
   [Gawain’s Necklace is now disabled . ]
 
   In addition, Kim Woo-jin and his skeletons had disappeared . 
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   What were the requirements to become a good hunting dog?
 
   The most important thing was courage . 
 
   You need the courage to stand and face whatever is in front of you, even if it’s bigger and stronger than you are . 
 
   But that doesn’t mean you had to face them head on . Really good hunting dogs would not go face to face with a bear, but they still had to know how to keep the bear there long enough for the hunters to catch up . 
 
   When Kim Woo-jin first became a member of the Messiah Guild, this was what they asked him to do . 
 
   It was Kim Woo-jin’s job to make time while his companions casted their powerful skills . 
 
   Of course, after that, Kim Woo-jin became a hunting dog that could bite anything, but it was clear that he hadn’t been a good hunter from the start . 
 
   “Fuck…”
 
   This was horrible news for Yang Ji-hoo of course . As his current state was evidence of what a good hunting dog could do . 
 
   The black armor that he’d been so proud of was now ripped like a rag and blood could be clearly seen through the gashes . 
 
   [You have been afflicted by Blood Poison . ]
 
   [Your health has greatly reduced . ]
 
   [Your defense has greatly reduced . ]
 
   [Your resistance has been greatly reduced . ]
 
   However, it was the blood poison that flowed within his body that worried him the most . 
 
   Of course, Yang Ji-hoo wasn’t that easily attacked . 
 
   He was remarkably powerful and fierce . The fragments of black Skeleton Soldiers were scattered all around him and the fact that there were only two skeletons remaining were all proof of his skill . 
 
   “Fucking bastard…”
 
   In such a situation, the fact that Kim Woo-jin still refused to face Yang Ji-hoo head on showed how highly he regarded his skills . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   If it had been just a normal expert then Kim Woo-jin would have already killed him with his scimitar . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin waited till the end simply because Yang Ji-hoo could be considered an expert among experts . 
 
   Tashuk!
 
   Eventually, Yang Ji-hoo could no longer withstand the assault and collapsed . Even then, Kim Woo-jin didn’t carelessly approach him . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld is pleased by your victory . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the underworld bestows some of its power to you . ]
 
   [The skill rank of the Skeleton Soldier skill has increased by one . ] (TL: I believe the author meant Skeleton Warrior Mastery here…but they wrote skeleton soldier skill and I’ll leave it as that)
 
   Only after confirming his victory did Kim Woo-jin approach Yang Ji-hoo’s body . He didn’t celebrate or cheer for his victory . 
 
   After a tiger finished hunting, instead of roaring to announce it, it immediately feasted on its prey and Kim Woo-jin also confirmed his harvest after a successful hunt . 
 
   The first thing he inspected was Yang Ji-hoo’s sword . 
 
   [Sword Made from an Ogre Warrior’s Blade Fragment]
→Rarity: Unique
→Physical Attack: 161
→Available for level 30 or higher
→Description: A sword made from a piece of an Ogre Warrior’s sword . It is extremely powerful
→+30 Health when equipped
→Increases damage by 25%
 
   It was a good item . In fact, it wouldn’t be an exaggeration to say that it was among the best items in the level 30 range . If sold, one could afford to live in a modest commercial building with reasonable rent . 
 
   However Kim Woo-jin had no interest in such items . 
 
   [Gawain’s Necklace]
→Rarity: Legendary
→Available for level 22 or higher
→Description: The necklace worn by Gawain, one of the Knights of the Round Table . It is protected by the sun . 
→+40 Health when equipped
→+40 Magic Power when equipped
 
 
    
    
 
    
   
→+40 Stamina when equipped 
   
→Increase damage by 10% 
   
→Increase defense by10% 
   
→Increase resistance by 10% 
   
→Protection of the Sun activatable(once daily) 
   
 
   Legendary items were amazing enough to understand why players so willingly risked their lives for them . 
 
   ‘This is the first legendary item from a Knight of the Round Table . ’
 
   Moreover, before returning to the past, Kim Woo-jin had never encountered any legendary items related to the Knights of the Round Table, so it was quite the novel experience . 
 
   However, despite that fact, Kim Woo-jin did not look happy . 
 
   ‘It’s time to see how stupid I was . ’
 
   Rather he prepared for the despair that he would feel again . 
 
   [The Eye of Anubis has been activated . ]
 
   His black eyes turned to Yang Ji-hoo’s slowly cooling body . 
 
   Then Yang Ji-hoo’s memories slowly flowed into his mind . 
 
   -Kim Woo-jin? Park Yong-wan?
-You need my help? What’s going on?
 
   A memory gradually appeared . 
 
   -Knowing the real identity of the Messiah Guild, I wonder how the world will turn out . 
-I liked it because it was an elite course, but what was this elite course? It tastes like death . 
 
   The faces of his past colleagues and those who’d risked their lives to ‘save’ the world flashed in front of his eyes . He also watched as Yang Ji-hoo helped prepare to devour the world . 
 
   In fact, this information was pretty important to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘I finally got to know the faces of the guys I’m going to have to kill . ’
 
   He knew there were some past colleagues who had concealed themselves in various places, waiting for the opportune time to do as they were ordered . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   However the moment he saw their faces, he couldn’t help but feel his anger rise
 
   -I’m Yang Ji-hoo . It’s an honor to meet the great hero . 
 
   In Kim Woo-jin’s mind, a memory of Yang Ji-hoo meeting Lee Se-jun appeared . 
 
   In that memory, Lee Se-jun said one thing to Yang Ji-hoo . 
 
   -I will become the ruler of this world . 
 
   When he heard this, Kim Woo-jin was no longer angry . 
 
   Instead he had a cool, indifferent expression . 
 
   ‘I will kill you . ’
 
   He was getting ready to hunt the biggest monster in the world . 
 
   …
 
   In a dense forest, eleven players were hidden within the trees . 
 
   Their appearances were rather odd to look at . This was because every one of them was covered in mud . 
 
   This wasn’t at the level of rolling on the ground a few times either . Instead they were soaked from head to foot in mud . 
 
   Of course, this was on purpose . 
 
   “Will this really work?”
 
   “I told you . The Two-headed Dog has a strong sense of smell because of its two heads . ”
 
   They had covered themselves in dirt to deal with the Two-headed Dog which was the boss of the second floor that they were currently on . 
 
   “Trust me . ”
 
   This had been the idea of Park Joo-man, the middle aged man who seemed to be around his early 40s that was talking . 
 
   “I’ve hunted the Two-headed Dog before . ”
 
   The other man, who appeared to be in his 20s kept his mouth shut, but his displeasure was visible on his face . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   He wasn’t the only one . Everyone was showing some dissatisfaction or discomfort at this point . 
 
   Of course…
 
   ‘This is too much isn’t it?’
 
   ‘Damn, how much longer do we have to do this?’
 
   It was one thing to get muddy, but staying still while doing it was like a form of high level torture . 
 
   “We’ve entered the second floor of the dungeon and been in the position for an hour, how much longer do we need to do this?”
 
   If anyone was made to wait for an hour, they would be dissatisfied . 
 
   “The Two-headed Dog is more savage and cruel than you think . And more cunning . I learned this the hard way last time by losing two companions . ”
 
   This was why he made them wait . 
 
   “And in the process of fighting him, we lost three more people . I saw it clearly with my own two eyes . A monster bigger than two tigers bit the heads off of two of my colleagues at the same time . I assure you that it takes at least 30 players at level 30 to kill it . This is because the monster has very high stamina”
 
   As the explanation continued, the shouts of dissatisfaction from before were suddenly absent . 
 
   “You mustn’t hurry when against this type of monster . Hurrying would not help you . Instead we need to move step by step . ”
 
   When he was finished, there were no longer any complaints . 
 
   Everyone was tense again . 
 
   “And it’s not like other players could kill the boss right now . As you said, it’s only been an hour . No player has probably even seen the Two-headed Dog yet . If they had, then they must be dead already . ”
 
   The last few words made everyone relax a bit . Some even laughed lightly . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   [The Two-headed Dog has been slain . ]
 
   [The Dungeon has been cleared . ]
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “Uh?”
 
   The dungeon was cleared . 
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   “It’s the players!”
 
   “The dungeon is clear!”
 
   As players began to appear from the dungeon gate, one after another, the soldiers who were guarding it began to cheer . 
 
   “What? Clear?”
 
   “Damn it! Everyone move! Quickly!”
 
   The management team of the AA Guild who was in charge of the dungeon moved towards the gate . 
 
   “You are Mr Jung Hyun-soo, right?”
 
   “Please sign here Mr Kim Ji-hyun…”
 
   They were busy telling the surviving players to sign the document to show that they have successfully cleared the dungeon . 
 
   It was a lot of work as there were members of several guilds that participated in the attack and not just those from the AA Guild . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also couldn’t avoid it . 
 
   “Ah!”
 
   A member of the AA Guild who noticed Kim Woo-jin walked out of the dungeon gate came up to him and checked his face and name . 
 
   “You are Mr Kim Je-hoon, right?”
 
   The face of Kim Woo-jin who nodded at the question was now that of Kim Je-hoon to whoever saw him . 
 
   It was a mask . 
 
   Like Isaac Ivanov, Kim Woo-jin now wore a mask with Kim Je-hoon’s face . 
 
   “Please sign here . ”
 
   With the mask covering his face, Kim Woo-jin signed the document that the staff of the management team offered him . 
 
   Shik!
 
   With the memories of Kim Je-hoon in his head, the way he signed was exactly the same as Kim Je-hoon . 
 
   The staff of the management team, who confirmed the signature, bowed toward him . 
 
   “I will bring your belongings right away . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t answer and instead waited for the staff to retrieve the safe with Kim Je-hoon’s wallet, car keys and smartphone . 
 
   ‘Now I just need to send a text message from his phone . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin intended to have Kim Je-hoon be the sole survivor . At the same time, he intended to turn him into a traitor
 
   It was not difficult . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin deliberately intended to make a crack between Kim Je-hoon and the Skull Guild . 
 
   In this situation, what would happen if Kim Je-hoon disappeared right after completing the dungeon? The Skull Guild would try to find him . 
 
   They would find out that Kim Je-hoon sent a message as soon as he left the dungeon . 
 
   They would then find out that the text was sent to a black phone in the Phoenix Guild Headquarters and they would come to their own conclusion . 
 
   They’d believe that Kim Je-hoon had betrayed them and sided with the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   ‘And then I will become their main target . ’
 
   Naturally, they would go after Kim Woo-jin first to get to the traitor Kim Je-hoon . 
 
   After all, it was Kim Woo-jin who’d first made them suspicious of Kim Je-hoon . 
 
   ‘This promise should be enough . ’
 
   As agreed with Park Yong-wan, the Skull Guild would definitely try to capture Kim Woo-jin with all of its ability . 
 
   ‘The Messiah Guild will make a move too . ’
 
   Kim Je-hoon was one of the key figures who had both his hands and feet in the secrets of the Messiah Guild . It would be strange if they stood still in a situation where he was deemed a traitor, especially since the last known communication he appeared to have had was with the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   The Messiah Guild would also move to find Kim Je-hoon and at the same time put pressure on Park Yong-wan . 
 
   ‘If Park Yong-wan shows the skills he used when he sold out the country, there should be no problem . ’
 
   Then Park Yong-wan would then begin to fight the Messiah Guild . Just like before he reverted . 
 
   The AA Guild staff member soon returned with a safe that contained Kim Je-hoon’s personal effects and Kim Woo-jin opened it using the password without hesitation . 
 
   Then he saw Kim Je-hoon’s wallet, keys and Chaki Smartphone . 
 
   “Do you need anything else?”
 
   They asked as Kim Woo-jin took the items . 
 
   “Can you fill up my car’s gas?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin acted the way Kim Je-hoon would . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Fine . ”
 
   With perfect acting, Kim Woo-jin retrieved the car and immediately headed to Incheon International airport . 
 
   The Incheon International Airport, despite the occurrence of monsters, was still packed with travellers . The parking lot was also filled with vehicles left there by passengers . 
 
   Unsurprisingly, no one paid it any mind when another car was added to the group . 
 
   The fact that the man who got out of the vehicle entered another one in the vicinity also went unnoticed . 
 
   “Oh, you’re here?”
 
   A man sat in the driver’s seat with a nasty expression and tried to get Kim Woo-jin’s attention . 
 
   However, when all he was met with was resistance, the man proceeded to tear his face off . 
 
   Before long, Kim Woo-jin was greeted by what he considered to be the equally ugly face of Lee Jin-ah, who sat in the driver seat with a wide grin . 
 
   “I feel like I’m a spy . This is like Mission Impossible . If later my biography becomes a movie, my role would be played by an actor like Leonardo DiCaprio . ” (TL: dun dun dunun dun dun dunun…denene)
 
   “You just drove a car . ”
 
   “I barely use a car that costs oil these days, he usually makes me use the train . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah clicked his tongue as he spoke, recalling his earlier conversation with Oh Se-chan . 
 
   “So thank me . If it wasn’t for me, you might have had to spend two hours on the train . ”
 
   At that time, Kim Je-hoon’s car that Kim Woo-jin had left was driven off . 
 
   ‘He’s fast . ’
 
   It was evident that Oh Se-chan’s men had begun working . 
 
   From now on, Oh Se-chan’s men would be the ones manipulating Kim Je-hoon’s actions . And he’d be sure to leave enough trails and clues as he went . 
 
   Like Hansel and Gretel, the trackers would follow the trail and go where they wanted them to go . 
 
   By doing so, they would be able to find the identities of the trackers and also connect them to the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘Also, he isn’t an ordinary person . The Messiah Guild should be wary . ’
 
   This was why Oh Se-chan’s name was one of the top priority objects that remained in Kim Woo-jin’s memory . 
 
   ‘Maybe at this point, the Messiah Guild’s greatest enemy is Oh Se-chan . ’
 
   “What happened to that guy named Yang Ji-hoo?”
 
   Of course in Yang Ji-hoo’s memories, there was mention of Oh Se-chan’s name . But it wasn’t that important to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Yang Ji-hoo concealed his identity to enter the dungeon but he learned that?’
 
   In Yang Ji-hoo’s memory, he’d gone to hunt Kim Woo-jin with a perfect identity . However Oh Se-chan had still been able to identify him . 
 
   ‘He’s great . ’
 
   Even Kim Woo-jin had to express his admiration . 
 
   “Didn’t you meet in the dungeon? How was it?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who didn’t know the significance to Kim Woo-jin, was merely asking out of curiosity . 
 
   “He was stronger than you . ”
 
   “Hey, really . ”
 
   When he heard this, Lee Jin-ah’s expression crumpled . 
 
   “What kind of combat power do I have? Do you all know my skills? Huh? I’m not joking, if I were to show it properly…”
 
   Lee Jin-ah complained as he pouted like a baby . 
 
   “Yang Ji-hoo fought fourteen of my skeletons and destroyed all fourteen of them . If you want to prove that you’re stronger than that, just tell me . We can check at any time . I’ll be happy to help”
 
   “…The truly strong don’t reveal their powers . ”
 
   Not willing to say more, Lee Jin-ah immediately started the car . 
 
   Burung!
 
   The car engine gave a low roar and Lee Jin-ah finally said what he really wanted to say . 
 
   “There’s a dungeon . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah would never come there just to catch up with Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “The two of us will go and clear it . ”
 
   The reason he’d come was to prepare to attack the dungeon . 
 
   “There’s a dungeon report on the back seat . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin immediately opened the envelope and took out the file inside . 
 
   Then he checked the details . 
 
   [Horned Fox Hunt]
 
   The title caught his eye . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “It’s that dungeon in Buncheon . ”
 
   He knew a lot about this dungeon . 
 
   “You know it?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah wouldn’t have expected it . 
 
   “Because the attack failed twelve times . ”
 
   He was serious . 
 
   The Horned Fox dungeon was a dungeon that had failed twelve times at this point . 
 
   This meant two things . 
 
   One, it was difficult . 
 
   “Yeah, the Horned Fox killed a lot of people . ”
 
   The other was that monsters like Horned Foxes were worth taking such risks and challenging to hunt them . 
 
   “Well, the Horned Fox truly is worth it . ”
 
   “Of course it is, but I’m completing it as Isaac . ”
 
   The First Needle Snake Hunter, at least that title was needed . 
 
   “So what do we do?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin did not have to think about it for too long . 
 
   In fact, he wasn’t worried nor would he lose sleep . 
 
   ‘There’s no reason to reject the dungeon that I already cleared before returning to the past . ’
 
   The Horned Fox dungeon was one Kim Woo-jin had attacked personally before returning to the past and it was one of the decisive dungeons that led him to become famous . 
 
   There were two differences . 
 
   In his other life, Kim Woo-jin cleared this dungeon in September, three months from now, and at that time he’d already failed nineteen times . 
 
   And…
 
   “What’s your answer?”
 
   “We’ll participate . ”
 
   Right now Kim Woo-jin was a monster that his past self wouldn’t be able to compare to . 
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   It’s been a week since the battle with Kim Je-hoon and Yang Ji-hoo in the dungeon . 
 
   In that time the world kept moving as normal without any major changes . 
 
   In the Democratic Republic of Congo, cobalt prices spiked rapidly due to the appearance of monsters and in France the casualties caused by terrorist players were on the rise . 
 
   However situations like these were no longer uncommon in the world . 
 
   “The world has been quiet these few days . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah ran his mouth while lounging in Oh Se-chan’s office during lunch . 
 
   Oh Se-chan looked at him with a cold gaze . 
 
   Seeing this, Lee Jin-ah only smiled . 
 
   “What did I do wrong?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah looked at the small pot filled with ramen that was between him and Oh Se-chan . 
 
   “You’re not looking at me like that because I ate your ramen right?”
 
   His connection crumpled as he said that . 
 
   “Damn I didn’t even eat any high-quality snacks . ”
 
   In the face of his fierce protest, Oh Se-chan made a face at him . 
 
   “Hey, do you really think I’m looking at you like this cause of ramen?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Lee Jin-ah hesitated a little…
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “You drive me crazy . ”
 
   “Is that not it?”
 
   Oh Se-chan answered in an annoyed voice . 
 
   “No, it’s not . ”
 
   “Damn, then that’s good . ”
 
   “But that’s not all . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan tapped his head . 
 
   “In your eyes, the world is peaceful and beautiful, but to me, it is the complete opposite . ”
 
   “What’s going on?”
 
   “I discarded Kim Je-hoon . ”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   It was an unexpected response . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah also knew what Kim Je-hoon was worth at this point . 
 
   “What does that mean?”
 
   He couldn’t help asking . 
 
   “A shark took the bait I threw to catch a fish, what else could I do? I had to cut the fishing line quickly . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Oh Se-chan’s face was firm and serious . 
 
   “We don’t have much time . Two years, three years at least . From then, unless we have the strength to contain them, they will actively show their ambitions . And the moment they show their ambitions, it’s virtually game over . No…the game won’t end if they show their ambition . ”
(TL: I feel like that last part didn’t make much sense…but that’s what the author said…)
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s expression also hardened when he heard that . 
 
   Oh Se-chan looked at him and said . 
 
   “So when you hunt the Horned Fox . The plans for the future will be completely different, depending on what happens . ”
 
   “Trust me . Who am I?”
 
   “A hungry bastard . ”
 
   “Ah, really! Brother!! I need to stockpile energy to fight well!”
 
   “You’re like a dog, but there’s two things you can do . ”
 
   Ignoring him, Oh Se-chan raised two fingers . 
 
   “One, is to support Kim Woo-jin as best as you can . The other hand, you need to properly verify Kim Woo-jin’s ability . ”
 
   “You want me to check his ability?”
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   “But you know already, don’t you?”
 
   In return Oh Se-chan shook his head . 
 
   “No, in my opinion, Kim Woo-jin hasn’t even revealed half of his abilities . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “…yeah?”
 
   Oh Se-chan continued to stare at the surprised Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “And in the Horned Fox Hunt, Kim Woo-jin will probably reveal 100% . He’s going to have a real exercise . ”
 
   After saying this much, Oh Se-chan sank into his thoughts . 
 
   ‘Now it’s not time for me to be laid back anymore . Now…it’s time to go all in . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan thought of Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘I have to make Isaac Ivanov the equivalent of the Messiah Guild somehow . ’
 
   Thinking this, Oh Se-chan smiled bitterly . 
 
   ‘I’m sorry Kim Woo-jin . But I need you to be a sacrifice to stop the Messiah Guild . ’
 
   He let out a bitter laugh, filled with his guilt . 
 
   ‘I’m sorry, but I need all the help I can get . ’
 
   …
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s bloody and wounded body looked clean compared to the corpse of the Horned Fox at his feet . In front of him, a woman with golden armor appeared . 
 
   “Are you Kim Woo-jin? I heard rumors about you but the real thing is even better than the rumors . What do you think? Would you like to join the Messiah Guild?”
 
   The Messiah Guild had offered him a position . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin replied calmly . 
 
   “I want to talk to the leader directly, not some small management . ”
 
   Bring the leader of the Messiah Guild…of course it was a clear rejection . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   At that time Kim Woo-jin didn’t think that he and the Messiah Guild would ever get along . 
 
   But he didn’t expect them to agree . 
 
   When the next proposal was brought, Lee Se-jun came to meet him personally and recruited him . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin, the world needs more hunters like you . ”
 
   That was a memory . 
 
   (TL: hehehe bet all of you freaked out for a few seconds…GG author…GG)
 
   Woowoonga!
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s cell phone vibrated as he received a text message and he opened his eyes to check . 
 
   [Date confirmed, June 7th . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin closed his eyes once again after reading it . 
 
   Woowoonga!
 
   Then another text arrived . 
 
   [You must exercise your skills properly . ]
 
   When he saw the text, Kim Woo-jin’s facial expression didn’t change . Instead he looked at what was in front of him . 
 
   An armor made completely from Needle Snake Skin, it’s shape seeming as if it wouldn’t fit him . 
 
   This armor was Kim Woo-jin’s answer instead . 
 
   He was ready to show off his skills . 
 
   (TL: A bit of a short chapter this time, hopefully we get longer, juicier ones in the future *-*)
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   [Horned Fox Hunt]
 Floors: 2 
    
 Difficulty: A  
    
 Maximum number of entries: 40 
    
 Requirements: Level 40 and below 
    
 Conditions: Hunt and Kill the Horned Fox 
    
 Reward: Horned Fox Hunter Achievement and a reward from the catalog . 
   The Horned Fox Dungeon . It was a cemetery of a dungeon that had already been failed 12 times and nearly 500 players had been buried there . 
 
   This cemetery was currently managed by the Messiah Guild . The value of the Horned Fox’s horns was very high, but at this point, in the eyes of most other guilds, the dungeon was no longer worth managing . 
 
   So far, all the other guilds except the Messiah Guild had abandoned the dungeon after failing it twice . In such a situation, could they tell the media that they entered the dungeon and failed it twelve times just to get the Horned Fox’s horns?
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was not a good excuse . Therefore, those guilds had given up their rights to the dungeon . 
 
   For the Horned Fox Dungeon, it was impossible for Kim Woo-jin…no, for Isaac Ivanov to enter without the permission of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Of course, there was a reason why he needed this permission and he didn’t need to ask to know what they were . 
 
   ‘They want to properly assess my skills, that’s all this is . ’
 
   To put it simply, this was a test . 
 
   The Messiah Guild intended to conduct a full-fledged test on Isaac Ivanov who showed a very friendly attitude towards them . This was to see if an agreement was worth signing and what conditions should be provided in said agreement .  
 
   ‘They may want me to clear the dungeon . ’
 
   Of course, apart from testing him, it was necessary to invite an expert to clear the dungeon as it had been failed twelve times before . 
 
   These failures were proof that either the dungeon’s difficulty was too much for the players’ skills or that the abilities of the Horned Fox were abnormal, otherwise so many players would not have died . 
 
   Honestly, it was good as long as the dungeon was cleared, even if it was a foreigner, so all they needed to do was find the right talent . 
 
   ‘If it was Kim Woo-jin, this would be impossible . ’
 
   In this sense, Isaac Ivanov was the best option . 
 
   He was a player who was openly friendly toward the Messiah Guild, stood out in terms of skill, and his team only comprised two people which meant they didn’t have to leave many spots for him . 
 
   The size of his team also meant that in the event of any surprises, the overall dungeon team would not be affected even if they were to leave on purpose .  
 
   It was almost as though this team was custom built for their needs . 
 
   ‘Oh, Se-chan is really good . ’
 
   No, actually this was all part of Oh Se-chan’s custom design . 
 
   “Completing the dungeon is the top priority . Please assist unconditionally when help is requested . Failure to do so will result in a penalty . On the other hand, if faced with a dangerous situation, please request help unconditionally . ”
 
   It was thanks to Oh Se-chan that he could currently listen to the conditions of the Messiah Guild’s dungeon management team in Russian . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild puts clearing the dungeon first . Trust me and keep that in mind . ”
 
   After listening to the explanation, Kim Woo-jin nodded . 
 
   “Then I will go into the dungeon . ”
 
   The staff from the Messiah Guild praised him . 
 
   “Mr . Isaac Ivanov, the Messiah Guild will pray earnestly for the day you return alive . ”
 
   …
 
   [Survive for 5 days . ]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   As soon as the 40 players entered the dungeon, they were greeted with a notification . However, most of them didn’t pay attention to that . 
 
   “It’s cold…”
 
   “Pretty cold at that…”
 
   They inspected their surroundings, looking for a place to escape the cold .  
 
   “We’re in trouble . ”
 
   “I prepared winter gear, but isn’t it too cold? Could it be more than 10 degrees below zero?”
 
   “Even the wind is blowing heavily . ”
 
   They were nervous .  
 
   Lee Jin-ah looked at Kim Woo-jin with a question in his eyes . Seeming to ask if it wasn’t more dangerous than they’d expected . 
 
   His body was tense as he looked at Kim Woo-jin, which was a reaction worthy of experienced and knowledgeable players .  
 
   ‘Cold is much more difficult than a monster . ’
 
   The cold was a terrifying factor . First, there was the risk of freezing to death . The players’ abilities might be strong, but that didn’t mean they were able to overcome such a cold environment perfectly . 
 
   “Weak players arrange your cold resistance items carefully!”
 
   “Mages and Healers, take good care of your bodies!”
 
   Moreover, in cases like this, players who invested more in magic power rather than their physique would not be much better off than the general public . 
 
   “Everyone keep in mind . Condition management is the most important . If you enter the second floor while sick, then you will definitely die . ”
 
   “There’s no time for proper conditioning . We will enter the second floor in five days . ”
 
   Indeed they had to be careful even though they were on the first floor, they couldn’t enter the second floor without properly managing their conditions . 
 
   “Should we light a fire?”
 
   “Let’s see what happens first . If we light a fire and monsters attack then we’ll be in even more trouble . ”
 
   They would expend more energy if they had to deal with monsters’ repeated attacks . 
 
   “Remember it has the reputation of twelve fails . ”
 
   It meant they should be prepared for the worst battles at the worst times . 
 
   At this time, Kim Woo-jin signaled to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   Move!
 
   When he saw the signal the two of them moved . As the group gathered, the two of them quietly left the crowd . 
 
   After they walked for a while and he confirmed there was no one around, Lee Jin-ah came to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Is this okay?”
 
   It was clear from his tone that he was still tense . 
 
   “Isn’t it better to move with them for now? In such an environment, things can go south quickly…”
 
   It was because he knew the horror of the cold . Kim Woo-jin looked at Lee Jin-ah who was once again complaining .  
 
   “Are you the type who can’t handle the cold?”
 
   “What a ridiculous question!”
 
   Of course, Lee Jin-ah protested hurriedly . 
 
   “My nickname is Siberian Bear! For me, this temperature is a breeze! It’s best to cool down quickly after you sweat! Hahaha!”
 
   In response to that, Kim Woo-jin gave him a smile . (TL: KWJ smiled…scary)
 
   “Good . ”
 
   “…what?”
 
   “This time, it will be much harder than the Needle Snake . ”
 
   “Ne-, than the Needle Snake?!”
 
   “Yeah . ”
 
   ‘If they want to see my skills, then I’ll show them properly . ’
 
   [Equipped Plus Ring . All skills rank increased by one . ]
 
   [Equipped Gawain’s Necklace . Cold resistance increased . ]
 
   [Equipped Grim Reaper’s Mask . Summons can now be controlled . ]
 
   This time he had expressed his determination to reveal his real power . 
 
   …
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s fighting style is a style that actively made use of his terrain or the situations around him to his advantage . 
 
   He enjoyed using traps rather than fighting fiercely and he rarely allowed fights to devolve in a disadvantageous manner . 
 
   Therefore Kim Woo-jin usually minimized the armors he put on the Skeleton Soldiers . If he did heavily armor a skeleton, it usually meant that he wouldn’t fight himself . 
 
   “You dressed up the skeleton kids today?”
 
   But today was different . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had armored the Skeleton Soldier that he summoned from a slain Black Werewolf . 
 
   It was not just armored . It wore heavy armament, complete with a helmet, boots, even arm, and leg armor was included .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Well the skeletons kids are a dry(TL: basically stick figure), yet the fit is no joke . It was made for their form? Oh! Boots…”
 
   Lee Jin-ah inspected the skeleton in curiosity . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   It was only after feeling the leather armor a bit that his expression changed . 
 
   “Is this Needle Snakeskin?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t answer, though no answer was needed . 
 
   He didn’t do anything to prevent players from viewing the level of the items on the Skeleton Soldier . 
 
   “Is this a full set of unique items?”
 
   As Lee Jin-ah had said, all the items that he equipped the skeleton with, were unique items .  
 
   “Oh my God . ”
 
   It was amazing . At this moment, the price of armor made from the skin of the Needle Snake would probably exceed common sense . It was not an exaggeration to say that it was a legendary item only held in the hands of Kim Woo-jin . (TL: Ah Woo-jin didn’t give Jin-ah anything after they came out of the dungeon…stingy)
 
   Even if it wasn’t legendary, it was probably among the best armor for anyone level 40 and below . 
 
   It’s value spoke for itself . 
 
   In many ways than one, it was overkill for a Skeleton Soldier . 
 
   “I can’t wear it either…”
 
   Of course, this was not Kim Woo-jin’s style either .  
 
   As mentioned earlier, Kim Woo-jin’s style was that if he armored a skeleton, then he himself would not fight at all . 
 
   Nevertheless, this was shown more with the armor .  
 
   The ability to ignore terrain limitations and enemy numbers . Rushing forward with overwhelming power!
 
   ‘This was the style of Johann Georg . ’
 
   This was what the King of the Undead did . Regardless of the geographical features and without a need to consider strategy, it was his style to ruthlessly and unilaterally slaughter monsters using skeletons armed with legendary items .  
 
   This was a style that terrified everyone . Even the Messiah Guild had been wary of that monster . 
 
   Of course, this was all before Kim Woo-jin returned to the past .  
 
   ‘If you want to see your skills, then I’ll be happy to oblige . ’
 
   Johann Georg would probably not be able to scare the Messiah Guild in this life .  
 
   “It’s time to start fighting . ”
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   “Thirty-eight . ”
 
   The appearance of the woman who said this stood out in many ways . 
 
   She wore bright, golden armor, had a short, sporty haircut and yet her beauty was eye opening . 
 
   None of these things were ordinary . But these weren’t what made her the most unique . 
 
   “Two people are missing . ”
 
   Her name was Kang Young-ji, a member of the Messiah Guild who was said to be among the best players under level 40 in the guild . 
 
   More precisely, she was deliberately not trying to pass level 40 . 
 
   “After reaching level 40 and waiting for a month…”
 
   She’d reached level 40 more than a month ago and after that she had stopped trying to level up . 
 
   This was all in preparation to hunt the Horned Fox Dungeon . 
 
   The Horned Fox’s horn was worth a lot and she was willing to sacrifice a few months for it . 
 
   In other words she was determined to clear this dungeon somehow . 
 
   “We just entered the dungeon yet two guys disappeared silently before the first battle?”
 
   However two people had already disappeared . 
 
   “Sorry . ”
 
   This problem didn’t give a good or a bad feeling . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Don’t apologize . Send a search party . ”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   The dungeon was one that had been failed 12 times and the maximum number of entries was 40 people . 
 
   “Send out a search party and bring the two of them back alive . ”
 
   The absence of 2 out of a group of 40 was a percentage that couldn’t be ignored as it represented 5% of the group . 
 
   “Without the Needle Snake Hunter, the plan will change . ”
 
   Needless to say, when the Needle Snake Hunter’s group had been brought in by the Messiah Guild, they had been made the core of a plan . 
 
   “Go quickly . ”
 
   At the words of Kang Young-ji the Messiah Guild members began to move hurriedly . 
 
   Kang Young-ji also prepared to move . 
 
   The other Messiah Guild members also became aware of the situation . 
 
   “Do you want us to all move directly?”
 
   “It’s too dangerous,we should just send a team to search . ”
 
   Everyone was a bit worried, but Kang Young-ji was different . 
 
   “We need to be cautious in case the two of them intend to betray us . ”
 
   Betrayal . 
 
   Everyone shut up when they heard that word . 
 
   “When you’ve first entered the Messiah guild you need to be wary of the things you hear . Don’t believe anyone but us . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The Messiah Guild fought to save the world without caring about the other guilds . 
 
   The Messiah Guild members all stood and nodded at Kang Young-ji’s words . 
 
   “Then let’s all move together . ”
 
   “It’s better to exercise your body than stay still in the cold anyway . ”
 
   It wasn’t just the Messiah Guild Members who stood, members of the other guilds who had entered the dungeon with them also began to rise . 
 
   “What should we do if we’re left alone?”
 
   “We should take a look too . ”
 
   Kang Young-ji looked at them with a smile . 
 
   “This is not a joke and we are in a dungeon . We still need to watch the base camp . ”
 
   At that time, the players of the search party gathered around her . When she saw this, she put on her golden helmet . 
 
   “Very well . Then shall we go see the skills of the First Needle Snake Hunter?”
 
   …
 
   Kang Young-ji was an expert . Even within the Messiah Guild which was one of the top five guilds in the world, she was a person who could receive special treatment . 
 
   In fact, when she was just level 10 she’d received a scout offer that guaranteed billions of won . 
 
   So when she’d heard that someone had successfully hunted the Needle Snake, she was more annoyed than surprised . 
 
   There was a resentment because someone stole what she felt should’ve been hers . So this time she willingly agreed to the offer when she knew that the Needle Snake’s hunter would be in this dungeon . 
 
   She was prepared to show that she was much stronger than the so-called Needle Snake Hunter and she was very confident if they were to fight . 
 
   But her plan wasn’t so simple . She was planning to beat the First Needle Snake Hunter skillfully and put him below her . She would then work with him to fight to save the world, using him as a colleague or subordinate at the same approximate level . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   That was the plan she’d had until a few moments ago . 
 
   ‘This is ridiculous . ’ (TL: Dun Dun Dun…Another one bites the dust…)
 
   However, the moment she saw twenty fully armed Skeleton Soldiers slaughtering a group of monsters, she was forced to think again, even her common sense seemed to have shifted . 
 
   ‘How is that . . ?’
 
   Of course she’d heard the news . 
 
   The fact that Isaac Ivanov was a Necromancer with extremely strong skeletons was a rather famous story . The Messiah Guild also conducted serious investigations and discussions to see if it was worth it to nurture a Necromancer player . However, the Skeleton Soldiers that they had, simply weren’t strong enough . 
 
   ‘How can the skeletons fight so well?’
 
   These Skeleton Soldiers’ fighting abilities were much higher than regular players . 
 
   No, they were like expert players . 
 
   ‘If it’s like this…’
 
   It wasn’t easy for Kang Young-ji to think of a player who fought as well as they did . 
 
   Eventually a thought came to her mind . 
 
   What would happen if they were made to fight that group of skeletons?
 
   Gulp!
 
   A sound came from her throat . 
 
   “Hey, what do we do captain?”
 
   Then the subordinate next to her asked a question . 
 
   Not surprisingly, the men who came with her were also embarrassed . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   When Isaac Ivanov’s group disappeared, they came to rescue them . However no one needed rescue . 
 
   “Should we help?”
 
   Should we help?
 
   With that said, Kang Young-ji looked back at the battlefield . 
 
   “It’s a good place to hunt, if he needs help we can go exercise our skills . ”
 
   This was his hunting ground and the screams of monsters could be heard throughout . 
 
   Kang Young-ji made a decision as she saw this . 
 
   ‘I’m not someone who can defeat him . ’
 
   Isaac Ivanov was not someone who could just be beaten by anyone . 
 
   ‘I need to properly inform the guild . ’
 
   For this, the opinion of the Messiah Guild’s executive officers was needed . 
 
   Kang Young-ji was planning to properly describe Isaac Ivanov’s abilities to the guild . 
 
   ‘He must be on our side . ’
 
   Also she was intending to have them invite him to join the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Then someone shouted . 
 
   “There’s a big problem!”
 
   “What’s wrong?”
 
   “More monsters are coming!”
 
   (TL: I think the next chapter will really make up for the length of this one . )
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   “Another one!” (TL: DJ Khaled!)
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s fist, accompanied by his loud cry in russian, struck the skull of a Black Werewolf that had hit him . 
 
   Kek!
 
   The Black Werewolf which fell to the ground was then unable to even make a sound . 
 
   Lee Jin ah’s power could make one’s hair stand on end . However it was the skeletons that drew the most attention . 
 
   Boom!
 
   Armed with Needle Snake body armor and helmet, a Skeleton Soldier holding a long spear thrusted into the chest of the falling Black Werewolf . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Turning his head slightly, Lee Jin-ah looked at the skeleton . 
 
   “Spasiba!” (TL: ‘Спасибо’, Russian for ‘thank you’ . The author usually puts the words in the intended language be it Russian or English, but this was written in Korean so I translated it directly)
 
   It seemed that Lee Jin-ah had become fond of shouting in Russian as he shouted his gratitude . 
 
   “Siba!”
 
   However it seemed that he was just saying the words as there was no hint of gratitude on Lee Jin-ah’s face . 
 
   ‘The human’s got food and the skeletons are all eating it . ’
 
   “Siba Siba . ”
 
   It was because there was no way he’d be grateful when his kill was stolen . 
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   Lee Jin-ah turned and saw a skeleton staring right at him . 
 
   ‘Does it know that I was cursing?’
 
   The Skeleton Soldier slowly opened its mouth as Lee Jin-ah despaired under its gaze . 
 
   “It’s time to eat . ”
 
   The voice that came out of it was Kim Woo-jin’s . 
 
   When he heard Kim Woo-jin’s voice, he returned with a whisper that even those close to him would struggle to hear . 
 
   “We have an audience . Can you speak korean?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was aware that there were players watching them . No rather, even their audience had to fight now . 
 
   Of course, in front of their audience, Lee Jin-ah and Kim Woo-jin must act and speak like Russians . 
 
   This was also the reason why Lee Jin-ah had been talking and shouting in Russian . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin knew that . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “We’re retreating . ”
 
   “We’re retreating? Why?”
 
   The Skeleton Soldier answered his question . 
 
   “There are many more monsters in a dungeon with a survival quest than one without . ”
 
   “Everyone knows that . ”
 
   No player didn’t know that one of the reasons why survival quests were more difficult was because of the large number of monsters . 
 
   “Do you know what happens if a dungeon was failed 12 times?”
 
   However, no one knew what happened in a dungeon with a survival quest that had been failed more than 10 times . 
 
   Psychos who challenged dungeons that were failed more than 10 times were few in the world . 
 
   “That…wait a minute . ”
 
   Because of Kim Woo-jin’s question, Lee Jin-ah began thinking . 
 
   ‘The monsters would overflow…’
 
   An endless flow of monsters is what the players would face . 
 
   ‘The players come again and again, the battle is refreshed constantly . ’
 
   The thought of the players risking their lives to enter over and over entered his mind . 
 
   ‘Black Werewolves only converge in large groups if they have a boss…’
 
   Soon after, Lee Jin-ah turned his head to observe the Black Werewolves nearby . 
 
   “Oh my God . ”
 
   The monsters might be hundreds, even thousands . 
 
   “A monster wave . ”
 
   As he heard Lee Jin-ah’s conclusion, Kim Woo-jin didn’t explain more . Lee Jin-ah also didn’t ask for further explanation . 
 
   If there were truly hundreds or thousands of monsters then the battle would be very different than they’d expected . 
 
   They’d have to prepare for battle in a few hours instead of five days . 
 
   “Inventory . ”
 
   In preparation for the battle, Lee Jin-ah quickly pulled food out of his inventory and started eating . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also prepared for the battle . 
 
   He took the Grim Reaper’s Mask from his inventory and also checked one of his skills . 
 
   [Aura Field]
Rank: E
Effect: Emits an aura that can buff or debuff a target . The range will increase as the skill rank increases . 
 
   Aura Field . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Looking at this skill . Kim Woo-jin recalled how the King of Undead used it in the past . 
 
   ‘A single target type buff skill effect could be changed to an area of effect type buff skill effect using the Aura Field skill . ’
As he thought this, Kim Woo-jin touched his necklace . 
 
   …
 
   The centripetal point is very important . 
 
   For humans, without any connection, even with a large number, it was hard for them to properly form a group of one hundred . 
 
   However the moment a concept like religion or state was introduced and became a focal point, humans were easily able to make groups of thousands to even tens of millions . 
 
   Monsters were no different . 
 
   Normally, it was possible for groups of monsters to form when faced with a powerful enemy, even a group of a hundred was possible . However, when a boss monster was born…
 
   Awooo!
 
   A group of Black Werewolves were howling toward the night sky . 
 
   Twelve challenges by the players had caused the population to reach the thousands . This also meant that some of them had faced many groups of players . 
 
   Awooo!
 
   The thousands of wolves began to converge like a wave toward the group of 40 players . 
 
   “Damn, this is a monster wave!”
 
   The Monster Wave had started and it was a sight to behold . 
 
   “I’ve never seen anything like this before…”
 
   “I don’t even want to see it!”
 
   It was a sight that could never be forgotten . 
 
   “Get ready!”
 
   However the players from the Messiah Guild began preparing for battle without hesitation . 
 
   That was the image of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   “If one side falls, then we will all die! So hold your position as best as you can!”
 
   Only those who were ready to give their lives to save the world could possess such courage and only those who had the ability to showcase their courage . 
 
   In other words, those who stepped forward were those trying to save the world . (TL: Poor things got tricked by their guild)
 
   “Prepare for battle!”
 
   In front of the wave of Black Werewolves that charged toward them, the players steeled their nerves . 
 
   Tanks with heavy shields created a front line and the damage dealers arranged themselves behind them . Behind those were the healers and mages in the center with their wands at the ready to cast their spells . 
 
   In the trees, the archers were waiting with their bows at the ready . 
 
   Soon the distance between the two groups was small enough that they could see each other’s eyes and they both screamed together . 
 
   Awooo!!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “The battle has started!”
 
   The combat that began was at a fierce, blood boiling level . 
 
   Kehung!
 
   “Keuk!”
 
   Screams burst out from place to place . 
 
   “Use your magic!”
 
   “Be careful!”
 
   Kwaang!
 
   Between the sounds of battle, fireballs began to burst forward . 
 
   Less than a minute before the fight had started, the battlefield became like hell . 
 
   “These motherfuckers! How dare you!?”
 
   Clang!
 
   Of course, these wolves were not so easy to deal with . 
 
   The players who entered a dungeon with a survival quest that had been failed 12 times for the first time were surprised . 
 
   “There’s no reason to panic!”
 
   “At most, they’re just a lot of first floor monsters! Just hold your ground!”
 
   From their levels, to their items, the players were prepared . 
 
   More importantly, the players didn’t need to work together . 
 
   “Do what you know to do!”
 
   For this dungeon, the players had been preparing for weeks and months, not a few days . Also the players had another hope . 
 
   ‘The boss should come back soon!’
 
   ‘We just need to hold on until the boss comes back . ’
 
   Kang Young-ji . Many of the players believed that she was strong enough to save them . 
 
   “Come!”
 
   “I’m the captain here!”
 
   Then she appeared . 
 
   Standing with her shining, golden armor, Kang Young-ji’s appearance was like rain after a long drought . 
 
   After she arrived, she immediately demonstrated why her allies had been waiting for her . Tearing through the group of werewolves with no signs of stopping . 
 
   Kwaang!
 
   As she swept past, she smashed the head of a werewolf with her hammer, showcasing her extraordinary strength . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Keheung!
 
   Kungkung!
 
   In the face of the Black Werewolf horde, Kang Young-ji forcefully suppressed them and shouted . 
 
   “Come!”
 
   Almost everyone stopped fighting and stared at her . 
 
   “Wow . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah who was watching Kang Young-ji’s performance from a distance, couldn’t help but exclaim in surprise . 
 
   “She’s no joke . She might be as good as me . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t respond to Lee Jin-ah’s words, instead he got lost in his memories . 
 
   ‘Her skill is outstanding . ’
 
   His relationship with Kang Young-ji had lasted longer than expected . 
 
   This was proof that her talent was much higher than most . At that time, the number of players that were able to keep up with Kim Woo-jin was extremely small . 
 
   ‘When I first witnessed her skills here, it was shocking . ’
 
   It was this very dungeon where his interaction with her began . A similar situation to now as well . 
 
   The members were different, but the situation was much the same . 
 
   As soon as they entered the dungeon, the cold wind struck and a swarm of Black Werewolves attacked . 
 
   ‘Back then, it was impossible to come out unscathed . ’
 
   Five people had died in that first battle . It was extremely shocking when 5 people out of 40 were killed in the very first battle . 
 
   ‘We were able to survive because we ran . ’
 
   But even that suffered a setback and only five people managed to escape . 
 
   ‘If Kang Young-ji hadn’t listened to me then…’
 
   At that time, Kim Woo-jin had suggested that they retreat . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was such a player . Rather than to fight with unfavourable odds, he preferred to run until he could find an advantageous position . 
 
   ‘This may be the same as back then . ’
 
   What Kim Woo-jin thought was that the current situation the players faced would be the same or much worse than what he’d experienced . 
 
   “Will it get more dangerous? It’ll be over if the tanks get pressed down . ”
 
   The situation was bad, even Lee Jin-ah could see that . 
 
   “How many will die if they all use their skills and go into cooldown time?”
 
   As he said that, Lee Jin-ah began preparing for battle . Then he turned toward Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “So when are we going in? After all, shouldn’t the heroes appear in the time of crisis?”
 
   Instead of answering, Kim Woo-jin slipped on the Grim Reaper’s Mask . 
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   When dealing with multiple monsters, it was important to not get dragged into a protracted battle . 
 
   However, if the difference in head count exceeded thousands or tens of thousands, then it became more important to minimize the damage inflicted to your side rather than killing a few more monsters . 
 
   Kang Young-ji and her colleagues knew this . The form of the base camp they constructed, was also done with this in mind . 
 
   “Those injured fall back immediately!”
 
   “Don’t advance! Just hold your positions!”
 
   With the help of barriers that were set up in between the extremely large trees, the heavily armored tank players blocked entry . Behind them, the mage players continuously cast their magic at the Black Werewolves . 
 
   Twang!
 
   The archers on the trees took down one werewolf after another . 
 
   However Kang Young-ji’s performance was the most remarkable . 
 
   While blocking waves of Black Werewolves, she was still able to slay them easily . 
 
   Keheung!
 
   Keheung!
 
   The movement of the monster wave toward the players was forcefully twisted by Kang Young-ji’s actions . 
 
   The monsters either stumbled or collided with each other . In essence, Kang Young-ji’s actions were like causing a major accident on a busy 8-lane highway . 
 
   Thanks to this, the pressure the players faced was greatly reduced . 
 
   It was an amazing sight . 
 
   However, the thoughts of the players weren’t filled with admiration at the performance they were seeing . 
 
   ‘How much longer do we need to fight?’
 
   They instead were hoping for the situation to end swiftly . 
 
   Moreover, monsters weren’t something that could be completely understood by people . 
 
   The Black Werewolves would never fight simply in the way the players wished them to . 
 
   Keheung! Keheung! Keheung!
 
   In fact, the Black Werewolves had already begun to change the way they fought . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Those that were blocked by their allies began to climb onto and over those in front of them . 
 
   Similar to a group of ants stepping on each other’s heads to make a bridge, the werewolves at the back began to use their allies as stepping stones . 
 
   After some time it seemed like a second floor of werewolves was made . 
 
   “Tanks! Use your skills!”
 
   At the same time, the players who were defending the frontline began to use the skills they’d been saving up to this point . 
 
   “Crash!”
 
   Kwaang!
 
   The Crash Skill . A skill that sends out a shockwave in the direction the user was facing quickly broke through the formation of wolves . 
 
   The damage was great . 
 
   Keng!
 
   A Black Werewolf, that had climbed onto one of its allies, fell, crashing into another werewolf and they all became entangled . 
 
   The battlefield became even more chaotic . 
 
   However, none of the players were able to rejoice . 
 
   ‘Five minutes . ’
 
   The cooldown for the Crash skill was five minutes so they had to hold out during that time . 
 
   However, everyone’s expressions were no longer as determined as before . 
 
   Everyone had enough experience and skill . However, there was one thing that could not be ignored . 
 
   ‘So tiring . ’
 
   ‘Even after we kill one, another…’
 
   The fact that the battle was currently not in their favor . Also, they were in a dungeon, where they couldn’t request for reinforcements . 
 
   It was the one place where they were forced to survive on their own . 
 
   It was why no one asked for help and just pressed forward continuously . 
 
   Suddenly . 
 
   “There’s back up!”
 
   An archer on a tree stopped firing and instead shouted at the top of his lungs . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Everyone heard his cry . 
 
   ‘What the hell?’
 
   ‘Support? Everything we have is already here!’
 
   It was so ridiculous that even a dog wouldn’t believe it . 
 
   “It’s support! Support troops are really here!”
 
   But this time, another person shouted that reinforcements had come . 
 
   It was good news . 
 
   Kaang!
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “Oh!”
 
   The sounds of the Black Werewolves being attacked a distance away, could be heard . 
 
   …
 
   Kim Woo-jin preferred to fight on a stage that he created . From start to finish, he wanted everything to flow as he intended . 
 
   However, the stages that best displayed his ability, were those without any planning . 
 
   This was always the case . 
 
   This was because Kim Woo-jin was more proficient at brawling than anyone else . 
 
   And now it was the same for the Skeleton Soldiers, whose combat greatly resembled their owner, who took control of the situation the moment they entered the battlefield . 
 
   Boom!
 
   The skeletons charged toward the Black Werewolves fiercely . 
 
   Moreover, the skeleton’s movements were very organized . 
 
   When the leading soldier cuts a thigh, the following soldier cuts the other thigh and when the werewolf turns to attack the ones who attacked it, a third skeleton finishes it off with a blade between its ribs . 
 
   Like a well oiled machine, the group of skeletons quickly moved through the Black Werewolves . 
 
   It was a sight that was hard to believe . 
 
   ‘Oh my God!’
 
   It was like the archers who were able to see such a scene, fell in love and forgot to do their jobs . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘How does this make sense?’
 
   ‘They’re just sweeping them away . ’
 
   However, they were able to witness an even more amazing scene before the admiration sank in . The Black Werewolves recognized the new threat and moved to eliminate it . 
 
   Keheung! Keheung!
 
   When the two sides clashed fiercely . Suddenly, a golden glow began to shine from a skeleton wearing snakeskin armor and wielding a scimitar . 
 
   [Protection of the Sun has been activated . ]
 
   [You have possessed a Skeleton Soldier . ]
 
   It was the moment Protection of the Sun had been activated on the skeleton controlled by Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   [Aura Field has been activated . ]
 
   [You are connected to a skeleton . Magic Power consumption increased . ]
 
   The glow of the Protection of the Sun then began to spill from the Skeleton Soldier’s armor, and began to spread to it’s companions . 
 
   The shimmering golden light surrounded all of the skeletons and seemed to go into their eyes as well . 
 
   Boom!
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers all began to shake as if they’d been injected with powerful drugs . 
 
   Keheung?
 
   At the sight, the Black Werewolves were all confused . 
 
   Ttuk!
 
   Soon after, the golden light faded and revealed a group of skeletons with golden eyes like eagles that seemed to reflect the light of the sun . 
 
   And then the already one sided battle became a massacre . 
 
   Puheuk!
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers which could only cut skin before, began cutting flesh . (TL: basically they were making superficial wounds before and are now dealing real damage . )
 
   Shick!
 
   Some of the Black Werewolves were cut to pieces within moments . 
 
   The battlefield became soaked in blood and littered with limbs . 
 
   Then, the situation changed once more . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was Lee Jin-ah who was basically the icing on the cake . 
 
   “Goodbye!”
 
   Kwajik!
 
   As he screamed goodbye in russian, the Black Werewolves were overwhelmed by Lee Jin-ah’s kicks and punches . 
 
   At an incredible pace, he began accumulating a large pile of bodies . 
 
   This was only the beginning . 
 
   Wearing the Grim Reaper’s Mask, Kim Woo-jin appeared among the corpses, after which he grabbed one, touched it for a moment then threw it into the group of werewolves . 
 
   Keheung!
 
   The fact that he threw the body of their dead at them, infuriated all the Black Werewolves . But none of them paid much interest to the body now in their midst . 
 
   “Corpse Explosion”
 
   Kwaang!
 
   So when it exploded, the damage it had dealt was very high . 
 
   Keng!
 
   The werewolves began to panic, but Kim Woo-jin paid no attention to their screams . 
 
   [The Ruler of the Battlefield effect has been activated . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld smiles at you . ]
 
   What he heard instead was a notification telling him that the real fight had just begun . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled . 
 
   Today, he was the hero who saved the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘If you are to be a hero who will save the world, you have to help everyone that is in need of help . ’ (TL: Is this some kind of insinuation? A necromancer is the savior of the world)
 
   By doing this, he intended to gain the full cooperation and support of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   And the Messiah Guild had no choice but to give it to him . 
 
   ‘While I wear the hero’s mask . ’
 
   Even Lee Se-jun, while he wore the mask of the savior of the world, he had no choice but to be a hero . 
 
   A self sacrificing hero who provides unlimited charity, consideration and help to those who follow and believe in you . 
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   “Save the Messiah Guild?”
 
   The surprise in Gorbachev’s voice was clear as he picked up one of the individually wrapped pieces of chocolate that Oh Se-chan bought him as a gift . 
 
   “Does a hero work for benefits? You’re not asking them to give you a reward when you save them right? What’s most important is that they wouldn’t attack the benefactor who saved them . At least while they’re wearing their mask . ”
 
   Gorbachev didn’t respond, instead, he ate a piece of chocolate and watched as Oh Se-chan put a couple in his pocket . 
 
   After chewing for a few seconds with a firm expression, he said to Oh Se-chan . 
 
   “So it’s reverse psychology . ”
 
   Oh, Se-chan’s plan was simple . 
 
   He wanted to turn Isaac Ivanov into the savior of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   If that happened, the heroic Messiah Guild would take care of their benefactor as best as they could . 
 
   “It might be reverse psychology, but it’s still a good method . What’s more, it would be great if the supporters of the Messiah Guild supported him instead . ”
 
   The goal wasn’t just the Messiah Guild . With one move, he’d be able to get the support of the countless people supporting the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Just as the enemies of the Messiah Guild were viewed as cruel and evil by the world, the Messiah Guild’s benefactor would similarly have their position lifted . 
 
   “For the Messiah Guild, if they clear this dungeon, they could say anything…”
 
   Gorbachev relaxed his firm expression and stared at Oh Se-chan . 
 
   “But why did you decide to carry out this operation now?”
 
   At this question, Oh Se-chan simply shrugged . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “That’s because I never had a player capable of doing this . ”
 
   “Did you really not?”
 
   “Think about it . Who can save the Messiah Guild? The Messiah Guild is overflowing with the best of the best . ”
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   Only then did Gorbachev realize the truth about Oh Se-chan’s words .  
 
   Not just anyone could become the benefactor of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Saving the Messiah Guild would be something that was thought to be impossible . The publicity and amazement, such an action would cause would be intense .  
 
   “Is that player named Kim Woo-jin really that good?”
 
   Implementing this now meant that he truly had faith that Kim Woo-jin was stronger than those members of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   “Have you ever seen me spend money if it wasn’t necessary?”
 
   Spend money . 
 
   Gorbachev nodded at those two words .  
 
   Seeing Oh Se-chan spend more money without hesitation was something Gorbachev had never seen before and it was probably something he wouldn’t see in the future .  
 
   “That’s true . ”
 
   Gorbachev moved onto the next thing he wanted to talk about . 
 
   “The question is when the truth is exposed…are you confident you won’t get caught?”
 
   Unless the Messiah Guild was useless, they would eventually investigate and realize that Isaac Ivanov was in fact a counterfeit identity .  
 
   “I might get caught . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Oh, Se-chan wasn’t completely confident that he’d be able to evade capture . 
 
   “If Russia suddenly had a German-level wave of democracy and all the corruption committed by those in power was revealed while all the higher-ups sat in their offices sipping vodka and watching TV, I’d be caught in a year . ”
 
   Gorbachev laughed at his words . 
 
   “You don’t have to worry too much then . ”
 
   That was more reliable than anything . 
 
   “Then that should be enough for the formalities . ”
 
   “You’re leaving?”
 
   “Because the company is expanding, there is a lot of work to be done . We must also try our best to keep Isaac Ivanov’s true identity undetected . ”
 
   “Yeah, we should encourage more corruption . ”
 
   Following Gorbachev’s words, Oh Se-chan rose to his feet . As he got up, he took another chocolate and put it in his pocket . 
 
   Gorbachev couldn’t help but shake his head .  
 
   “Why do you keep putting the chocolate you brought as a gift in your pocket?”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Oh Se-chan gave a look of surprise and checked the chocolates in his pocket . 
 
   “Ah, it’s a habit, a habit . Every time I go to a restaurant or bank, I always bring away all the candy that they have there . Haha!”
 
   Oh Se-chan gave an awkward smile and Gorbachev shook his head again . 
 
   “Ah! How is Isaac doing? I hope he’s safe!”
 
   …
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Puk!
 
   The battle ended as the chest of a Black Werewolf was pierced by a spear wielded by an armored Skeleton Soldier . 
 
   This signified the end of the incredibly long battle against close to a thousand Black Werewolves . 
 
   “Ah…”
 
   “Is it over?”
 
   The battlefield was quiet as no one had the energy to cheer in victory . 
 
   They just stared at the skeleton standing over the corpse of the werewolf with a blank look, unsure of what to do . 
 
   Everyone had clearly seen what had happened in the battle . 
 
   The image of a group of armored skeletons charging into a wave of Black Werewolves was something that would be imprinted into their memories for the rest of their lives .  
 
   ‘What was that?’
 
   ‘What the hell are these monsters . . ?”
 
   However, no one truly understood what had unfolded before their eyes . 
 
   The battle by the Skeleton Soldiers seemed to have transcended their common sense . 
 
   It was none other than the captain Kang Young-ji who awoke from her stupor first .  
 
   ‘I should probably say hello to our savior . ’
 
   After making up her mind, she approached Kim Woo-jin who wore a skull mask, and bowed her head .  
 
   “Thank you . ”
 
   As she expressed her thanks, Kim Woo-jin turned to look at Kang Young-ji through his mask .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Oh, you might not be able to speak korean…”
 
   It was only then that she remembered that the other was Russian . 
 
   “I did…what I had to do”
 
   Kim Woo-jin spat out the Korean in a broken, dry tone .  
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   Kang Young-ji nodded at that and bowed again . 
 
   “Nevertheless, thank you . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin also nodded at her . Following that, he turned his back to her and began to walk away . (TL: So rude KWJ we finally get a good enough female character and you just shun her!)
 
   ‘Uh?’
 
   Kang Young-ji’s eyes widened as she watched him walk away . 
 
   “Wa-, wait!”
 
   Surprised, she shouted as she started following Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “What now…”
 
   He couldn’t believe she wanted something else after he’d just helped fight such a fierce battle .  
 
   However, it wasn’t necessary for him to answer her anyway . As Kim Woo-jin stopped, the Skeleton Soldiers came to surround him, their blazing eyes staring right at Kang Young-ji .  
 
   He was intending to truly start hunting in the dungeon from now .  
 
   Kang Young-ji swallowed her saliva, along with the words she was about to say . 
 
   (TL: Good job woojin, now you’ve gone and scared her . Ugh, I guess we can only wait till next chapter to see what happens . )
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   There was one thing the Messiah Guild always told their guild members . 
 
   “Don’t trust anyone except your guildmates . ”
 
   To not trust any player other than their peers . 
 
   “The more you talk, the more you tell . ”
 
   If someone who you talked to a lot asked a favor, it was hard to refuse
 
   “In a dungeon . It’s better to trust a reliable guy than to have hostility . ”
 
   But the most important thing in a dungeon was your ability to survive and kill monsters . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin himself had taught this to the members of the Messiah Guild when he was a part of it . 
 
   ‘Kang Young-ji is a typical Messiah Guild member . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin knew them . He didn’t have to talk for a long time with Kang Young-ji and her colleagues to know what they were like . 
 
   ‘Players who could trade with the devil, just to clear a dungeon . ’
 
   But if you were too overwhelmingly strong, they might point the tips of their spears at you instead of the monsters . 
 
   “Hey, you’re gonna just leave like that? You’re not gonna give a big speech?”
 
   Of course Lee Jin-ah wouldn’t really know this so he could only ask . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah also knew that their goal in the dungeon wasn’t just to secure the horns of the Horned Fox, but also to become the benefactors of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   So, he thought that this was a good time to gain some favor . 
 
   In response to his question, Kim Woo-jin only spoke briefly . 
 
   “There’s no reason to do that . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah then nodded . 
 
   “You’re right . A talkative man wouldn’t be popular . There’s nothing as unseemly as a mouth flapping with nothing to say . Instead a man should talk with his body, without needing any words . Like me . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin turned his head slightly to look at Lee Jin-ah, who caught his gaze . 
 
   “What? Did I say something wrong?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   When Kim Woo-jin didn’t respond to him, Lee Jin-ah kept looking at him . He didn’t think he said anything wrong . 
 
   “What is our plan now?” He asked . 
 
   “You could say that the group of Black Werewolves just now was the largest group here . ”
 
   “That’s true . ”
 
   “A little while ago, that group was wiped out, that means that we’re the owners of this stage now . ”
 
   “So?”
 
   “So that means that we can now hunt for 5 days without resting . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s expression stiffened . 
 
   ‘He wants to go mess around like that again?’
 
   He knew that he was about to experience another period of hardship . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah carefully studied the man opposite him . 
 
   “Well, how about we eat some rice before that? You know I have anemia…no, actually I don’t have anemia . Actually, I’m full of iron . It’s so overflowing that I’m going to become bald like Se-chan . ”(TL: Jin-ah has ptsd)
 
   Despite saying that, in his head, Lee Jin-ah was saying . 
 
   ‘This son of a bitch wouldn’t give me time to eat . ’
 
   But contrary to his expectations, Kim Woo-jin nodded . 
 
   “You have to eat to fight . ”
 
   “…huh?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who’d rarely been given even a chance to eat, was surprised . 
 
   “Really?”
 
   “Because you always get a last meal before the death penalty . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t say anything longer in the face of Lee Jin-ah’s surprise . 
 
   …
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   On the first day, even though the battle with the Black Werewolves ended, screams could be heard from within the frozen forest . 
 
   The screams were also present on the second day . 
 
   Throughout the forest, an unadulterated massacre seemed to be occurring . As Kim Woo-jin said, he began hunting in earnest . 
 
   ‘There is no better stage to level up . ’
 
   He knew the spots where the monsters appeared the most, so using the effect of Ruler of the Battlefield to the maximum, and with Lee Jin-ah serving as a tank, the Skeleton Soldiers swept through them . 
 
   ‘My current level is 32, I should reach level 35 in this dungeon . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was using the stage that he’d created to quickly raise his level . 
 
   ‘Damn, I’m going crazy . Being in a team with this guy would make anyone go crazy…’
 
   Of course, Lee Jin-ah was still willing to use it as well . 
 
   The hunt, which fit the term ‘hacking’, eventually came to an end . 
 
   [24 hours remaining . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah were finished by the fifth day . As they wrapped up, Kim Woo-jin received a notification . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   ‘I reached level 35 . ’
 
   It was the message that signified that he’d reached his goal . 
 
   Feeling happy, Kim Woo-jin wanted to immediately activate his status window and check his stats . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld is now paying attention to only you . ]
 
   His halo paid more attention to him . 
 
   Of course, this always happened to Kim Woo-jin, however his expression changed when he realised that the notification was different from usual . 
 
   ‘Paying attention?’
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s expression changed at those two words, because he knew what they meant to get a lot of attention from a halo . 
 
   “What’s wrong? What’s going on?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah tilted his head in confusion at Kim Woo-jin’s expression . 
 
   “Is it because of my complaining(~moaning)? Hey, that was a joke . Between us…”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Of course Kim Woo-jin didn’t respond to Lee Jin-ah, instead he lifted his finger to his lips . 
 
   Shhh . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah who saw this, suddenly tensed up . 
 
   “Why are you so scared . . ?”
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld wants you to be active . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld conveys some of his power to you . ]
 
   [The skill rank of the Blood Poison skill has been increased by one . ]
 
   [The Blood Poison skill has transcended it’s rank due to the effect of the Plus Ultra Ring . ]
 
   Another string of notifications brought with them an amazing gift . 
 
   …
 
   There were stages in the process in which the halo’s became interested in the players that chose it . 
 
   At first, they gained its interest . The players were considered as prospects at this level . 
 
   If you continued to be active in the halo’s spotlight, you would become ‘expected’ . At that point, the players had a chance to get out of the prospects and be recognized as a good player . 
 
   When a player reached such a level, the halo would want you to be even more active . 
 
   The sponsorship of a halo was made up of various levels . Kim Woo-jin knew this better than anyone . 
 
   ‘The second time . ’
 
   Even though he’d become a player later than most other players, it was thanks to his halo’s sponsorship that he was able to reach the level of Lee Se-jun and the world’s strongest players . 
 
   Of course, it had been after a while that he’d reached the level where the halo wanted him to be active . With the name of ‘The Hunting Dog’ he’d been active in the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘It was when I reached level 160 and cleared the 6 Floor Dungeon . ’
 
   To be honest, around that time, even without the attention of a halo, he would’ve been called a monster . 
 
   And now it had happened to Kim Woo-jin again . 
 
   ‘It’s quite different this time . ’
 
   After a little over half a year, his halo wanted to see his performance . And it gave him appropriate support . 
 
   [Blood Poison]


 
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
Rank: Ex 
   
Effect: 
   
Turns your blood into poison . 
   
Consume Magic Power to create black blood with increased toxicity . 
   
 
   Blood Poison had become an EX rank skill . Of course, all the halo had done was make the Blood Poison skill which was A rank, S rank, and that was the limit . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had never experienced or heard of an S rank skill become EX rank before . 
 
   ‘Johann Georg must’ve been delighted . ’
 
   This would explain why the King of Undead would hunt someone for an item . 
 
   ‘But this favoritism is too much . ’
 
   Even then, Kim Woo-jin had not expected the level of favoritism the Emissary of the Underworld showed . 
 
   The reason for the difference in strength between Johann Georg and the rest of the players was now evident . 
 
   ‘I’ll need to change my tactics again…’
 
   And it was then that Kim Woo-jin had to abandon all the scenarios and plans he had made for the Horned Fox and create a new one . 
 
   “What’s going on?”
 
   At that time, Lee Jin-ah threw a question toward Kim Woo-jin with a worried look . 
 
   “What is it so suddenly huh? Your face is all screwed, did you eat real poop?”
 
   In a situation where he couldn’t see or sense anything, Kim Woo-jin’s reaction was strange . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin turned to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “I’ll only ask you one thing . ”
 
   At that time, Lee Jin-ah’s expression became serious . 
 
   “What?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin pointed toward the spear that a nearby Skeleton Soldier was holding . 
 
   “How long can you keep standing if you were impaled by a spear . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah answered the question . 
 
   “Hey, have I ever cheated you? If I have, I will kneel down here and apologize…”
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   The first floor of the dungeon was swept by frigid winds . 
 
   [Proceed to the Second Floor . ]
 
   The players who had moved into the new stage after spending 5 days on the first floor were faced with an entirely white world . A colder world, with snow as far as the eye could see . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah and Kim Woo-jin were moving through a snow field . 
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   Suddenly Lee Jin-ah stopped walking, and Kim Woo-jin who was beside him, stopped as well, looking around cautiously . 
 
   “What’s wrong?”
 
   “No, this snow . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah caught some flakes in his hand . 
 
   “Isn’t it possible to make patbingsu1 with it?”
 
   The words he spoke was something that no one would imagine . However, Kim Woo-jin didn’t express any surprise . 
 
   “It wouldn’t taste as good as you expect . ”
 
   Rather, he responded without hesitation . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Instead it was Lee Jin-ah who was amazed . 
 
   “Have you ever eaten it?”
 
   When he heard this accusation, Kim Woo-jin remembered a few bitter memories . As he’d said, Kim Woo-jin had indeed eaten snow, a lot of it . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “I didn’t eat it because it tasted good . ”
 
   Of course, he’d never eaten snow as food . In harsh situations where drinking water is unavailable, if there was snow then it could be swallowed to save your life, he had only done it in such cases . (TL: DO NOT TRY THIS AT HOME!)
 
   “So why did you eat it then?”
 
   It was a rather desperate option and some might say it was better to die . 
 
   “It can only be done when there is a goal you need to accomplish before you die . ”
 
   Of course, there had to be a reason why he fiercely wanted to survive . 
 
   “Like them . ”
 
   The place where Kim Woo-jin was looking was a pile of snow that looked like a tombstone . 
 
   As he said those words, Woo-jin approached the pile of snow . 
 
   Then he saw a body . The body was almost completely intact except for a large hole from an unknown source . The fist of the body was clenched tightly, holding something . 
 
   Opening the hand, Kim Woo-jin discovered a note . 
 
   [Characteristics of the Horned Fox]
 
   ‘You endured till the end . ’
 
   It was a note with the information on Horned Foxes that the player managed to write before they died . 
 
   After he read it, Kim Woo-jin passed the note to Lee Jin-ah who also gave a bitter smile as he read it’s contents . 
 
   “To leave information instead of a will and testament . ”
 
   To write a note before you died with your eyes closed and your neck bleeding, just to leave as much information as possible for those who would come after you . 
 
   “It’s like the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   That was the Messiah Guild . Where there are many sublime players willing to give their lives to save the world . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Yeah it’s like the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   This made the anger buried within Kim Woo-jin burn hotter . 
 
   ‘So I can’t forgive them even more . ’
 
   Lee Se-jun . He treated the sacrifices of these noble people, and treated it as firewood to maintain the flames of his ambition . 
 
   ‘Lee Se-jun, you should’ve been a villain . ’
 
   “But I don’t think there’s any useful information here . ”
 
   At that time, Lee Jin-ah was done looking over the contents of the note and handed it back to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   He wasn’t wrong . 
 
   Obviously the player had risked their lives to get this information, but the information they gained was only on the appearance of the Horned Fox and even then a lot of the information was subjective . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also didn’t expect much . 
 
   “The information left before death is usually like this . ”
 
   Usually the information that was written before death was done while in a panicked state so there was nothing wrong with it . It wasn’t easy to write legible text in such a situation . It could be said that they wrote a note, but in the end it wasn’t that much . 
 
   “It doesn’t matter since we didn’t come here to get information in the first place . ”
 
   In the end Kim Woo-jin hadn’t gone there intending to look for information in the first place . 
 
   “You’re not trying to get information? Then why . . ?”
 
   Instead of answering, Kim Woo-jin asked a question to Lee Jin-ah in return . 
 
   “What would you do if someone touched a snack you’d saved to eat later . ”
 
   “That son of a bitch better watch his back…”
 
   It was then . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Grrr…
 
   “…you would smash them . ”
 
   The Horned Fox battle had begun . 
 
   The Horned Fox’s appearance didn’t differ too much from that of a regular fox with silver fur . 
 
   However with a body 5 meters long, musculature(size) similar to a siberian tiger and two 50cm horns on its head made it clear that this was no ordinary fox . 
 
   However, the thing that really stood out, was the beautiful silver fur that flowed in the wind, as sharp as needles . 
 
   Grrr!
 
   The sound was so sharp it stung the faces of those before it . 
 
   “Kuh!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah coughed lightly . 
 
   “It’s a monster…”
 
   At the same moment that Lee Jin-ah began to speak, the fox suddenly charged toward him . 
 
   Paat!
 
   The Horned Fox’s charge was so fast that it could remind you of a cheetah . Not only was it big, but it was also very fast . 
 
   These two elements, combined with the pair of lethal horns on its head, made the Horned Fox much more lethal than the Needle Snake . 
 
   In addition, with the fox’s speed, it was almost impossible to see or dodge it’s attacks . Before you could react, the Horned Fox would already be in front of your nose . 
 
   This was the situation Lee Jin-ah faced right now . 
 
   When he’d started talking, the distance between him and the fox was about 20 meters . For the fox, such a distance was something that could be quickly crossed even at a leisure speed and Lee Jin-ah couldn’t avoid it . 
 
   Puk!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The fox’s horns pierced through Lee Jin-ah’s stomach, the force of the charge pushing them away from Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Grrr!
 
   After 100 meters, the momentum behind the charge finally dissipated . 
 
   “I got you, bitch . ”
 
   As blood dripped from the corner of his mouth, Lee Jin-ah looked at the fox with a smile and grabbed it as an arrow flew in from a distance . 
 
   Puk!
 
   The thick arrowhead, which was as black as obsidian, pierced the body of the Horned Fox . 
 
   Kriee!
 
   The fox screamed in pain, but Kim Woo-jin’s attention was instead grabbed by a group of notifications . 
 
   [The Horned Fox has been poisoned by the Black Blood . ]
 
   [The health of the Horned Fox has been greatly reduced . ]
 
   [The attack power of the Horned Fox has been greatly reduced . ]
 
   [The defense of the Horned Fox has been greatly reduced . ]
 
   It was a notification which let him know of the horrifying effects of his skill . 
 
   “First, grab the leg . ”
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin didn’t give too much attention to the notification . 
 
   “Then, grab the body . ”
 
   Instead, he immediately shot another arrow from his bow . 
 
   Boom!
 
   And the Skeleton Soldiers also began to move . 
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   In a field of snow there were a few strange looking structures . For all intents and purposes, they could be called igloos . 
 
   “Um, captain . ”
 
   Kang Young-ji and her companions had built the igloos to withstand the cold winds and snow . 
 
   It was a great idea considering the igloo’s ability to protect them from the cold . No, rather, thanks to the igloo’s they were finally able to create a somewhat warmer environment than on the first floor . 
 
   In the igloo with the fire, the temperature had risen to over 20 degrees . It was the best luxury they could receive in the dungeon when they didn’t even know when they’d die . 
 
   “Is it okay to stay like this?”
 
   However the expressions of Kang Young-ji and her subordinates who should’ve been enjoying this bit of luxury were not good . 
 
   “It’s only the two of them hunting the fox…”
 
   “It would be dangerous . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov and his companion had forced them to watch as they went to hunt the Horned Fox . 
 
   It was actually really crazy . 
 
   “It’s not that dangerous . The Horned Fox…it’s not like it can stand up to those two . ”
 
   The scariest thing about the Horned Fox was that it was faster than a cheetah . Even in a snow field, it could move as fast as it wanted to . 
 
   The amount of destructive damage produced by an attack at such a speed didn’t need to be expressly stated . 
 
   “Even if it wanted to escape, it would be hard to catch it…”
 
   It’s speed was its most useful tool if it found that it was fighting a losing battle . It was incredibly fast and it would be almost impossible to catch it even after surrounding it . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   In order to deal with such a difficult opponent, it was necessary to have a party with impeccable teamwork so that they could block, capture and deal damage to the Horned Fox all at once . It wasn’t something one would expect two people to do . 
 
   “We made an offer . ”
 
   Before entering the second floor of the dungeon, Kang Young-ji made an offer to Isaac Ivanov to work together to hunt the Horned fox, but she was rejected . 
 
   “There’s nothing we can do since we were refused . ”
 
   They would hunt the Horned Fox alone and they asked that no one interfered . 
 
   “We could only listen to their demands as they’d helped us before . ”
 
   There was no way they could just reject the request of the ones who saved their lives . 
 
   “So for now we just wait . The moment they request for help, they’ll have to pay a high price for their lives . ”
 
   They were just waiting for the situation to change . 
 
   And change it did . 
 
   [The Horned Fox has been successfully hunted . ]
 
   [The Dungeon has been cleared . ]
 
   “Huh?”
 
   They cleared the dungeon . 
 
   …
 
   The dungeon gate for the Horned Fox Dungeon was located near the Bucheon Sports Complex(Stadium) . 
 
   “Damn, what sort of war is this?”
 
   An untimely disturbance had broken out there . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “The Dungeon has been cleared! Cleared in 6 days!”
 
   The reason for the turmoil was the fact that the dungeon had been cleared 6 days after the players, including those from the Messiah Guild had entered it . 
 
   “Who cleared it? The Messiah Guild? Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   “Everyone must be interviewed! We need to interview every single one of the players!”
 
   The dungeon that had failed twelve times before, had finally been cleared . so of course there was a large fuss . 
 
   “Ah!”
 
   “There! Isaac Ivanov just got into that car!”
 
   In the chaos, a Mercedes-Benz S Class could be seen driving away . 
 
   “Damn it!”
 
   But no one dared to rush toward the vehicle . 
 
   ‘Diplomat!’
 
   “What exactly is the identity of Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   ‘Whenever he moves, does he have to do so in a diplomatic vehicle?’
 
   Against the diplomatic number plate on the vehicle, neither the reporter nor even members of the Messiah Guild dared to act . 
 
   “Oh my gosh, I’m dying!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who was riding in the backseat of the car, let out a cry in pain as they escaped the bustle . 
 
   Naturally, getting intentionally stabbed by a Horned Fox was something that most players wouldn’t be able to survive . 
 
   He had done some temporary treatment with potions, but he needed to have more authentic treatment . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The driver, who was Oh Se-chan’s subordinate, quickly responded to him . 
 
   “I will go to the hospital immediately- . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah interrupted him before he could finish . 
 
   “Go to a convenience store near the hospital first . ”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   “I think it’s better to eat about fifty Samgak Kimbap(TL:Triangular Kimbap) . Oh yeah, did Se-chan give you his card?” (TL: He means credit card, it’s common for team leaders and managers to sponsor meals with the company card or even their personal ones as a reward or celebration)
 
   “Is…this a prank?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah answered Oh Se-chan’s subordinate with a serious tone . (TL: They keep saying ‘Oh Se-chan’s subordinate’ but isn’t Lee Jin-ah technically one as well? lol)
 
   “You don’t think I’m serious?”
 
   It wasn’t really a joke . The thing that Lee Jin-ah, who had received the Blessing of the River Styx, needed the most right now was fuel and calories to maximize his resilience and healing . 
 
   “What would you like to eat?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah then threw a question toward Kim Woo-jin who was sitting beside him in the backseat . But he received no answer . 
 
   Instead, Kim Woo-jin was staring at a 50cm long silver horn in his hands . 
 
   Seeing this, Lee Jin-ah could only let out a laugh . 
 
   “Ah, fuck it . I guess I’ll just eat everything on my own . ”
 
   It was then that Kim Woo-jin said to the driver . 
 
   “Please make a note . ”
 
   “A note?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The subordinate nodded . 
 
   “What report do you want me to write?”
 
   “If the Messiah Guild desperately wants it, I will willingly donate the Horned Fox’s horn to them . ”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   “What? Hey? Are you crazy? Willingly donate it? The Messiah Guild?”
 
   Not only was the driver surprised, but so was Lee Jin-ah as he bombarded Kim Woo-jin with questions . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin simply repeated himself . 
 
   “If the Messiah Guild desperately wants it, please give it to them . ” (TL: What’s Kim Woo-jin up to this time)
 
   …
 
   [The Hunt of the Horned Fox Succeeds . ]
 
   [Successfully hunted the Horned Fox after twelve failed tries . ]
 
   When the Horned Fox Dungeon was cleared, of course the related articles broke out like a storm . 
 
   But that was it . It was an A rank dungeon with a unique monster that had been failed numerous times yet there were only a few articles about it . 
 
   Even in the main news portal sites it was hard to find any articles even if you washed your eyes and looked around . 
 
   As the media was all quiet, the public opinion was also forced to be quiet . However, the moment the articles appeared, the situation changed . 
 
   [Horned Fox Hunter Isaac Ivanov!]
 
   [Even hunting the Horned Fox after the Needle Snake!]
 
   The Needle Snake Hunter Isaac Ivanov had once again grabbed the attention of the world . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov defeated the Messiah Guild and succeeded in hunting the Horned Fox!]
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   [The Messiah Guild loses the Horned Fox’s horn!]
 
   The atmosphere changed when it was announced that Isaac Ivanov had gained the fox’s horn over the Messiah Guild . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov escapes like a fugitive in a diplomatic vehicle!]
 
   [Will we continue to give Korean dungeons to foreigners?]
 
   [Is it really okay to just give away our property like this?]
 
   [It is urgent that we enact special laws for foreign players!]
 
   Bad reports started to appear about Isaac Ivanov, who had cleared the dungeon and naturally, public opinion also shifted . [TL: oof it seems the public in this world are really easily swayed…]
 
   -Who is this bastard Isaac?
 
   -We gave Choco Pies to this bastard last time!
 
   -We should go protest in front of the Russian Embassy . 
 
   In an era where foreigners were invited to handle local dungeons that couldn’t be completed, the price to be paid for touching the Messiah Guild rather than anyone else was beyond everyone’s imagination . 
 
   As the public was getting ready to really rip into him, Isaac Ivanov’s interview was released . 
 
   In the interview, Isaac Ivanov said directly . 
 
   [“If the Messiah Guild really needs it, I’m willing to donate the horn to them . ”]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov – “I’ve always been a fan of the Messiah Guild . ”]
 
   [Messiah Guild’s rising star Kang Young-ji says, “It would not have been possible to complete the dungeon without Isaac Ivanov . ]
 
   At the same time, Isaac Ivanov even revealed that he saved the members of the Messiah Guild once in the dungeon . 
 
   After that interview, public opinion changed once again . (TL: *cough* sheeple *cough*)
 
   -The Needle Snake Hunter is a good person . 
 
   -Where can I find his address to send Choco Pies?
 
   -If you’re Korean, please support Isaac Ivanov!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who saw all of this from his smartphone, was forced to make a bitter smile . 
 
   ‘It’s obviously your actions . ’
 
   It was quite natural to say that Kim Woo-jin knew the Messiah Guild’s tactics better than anyone . 
 
   He knew that they would never let him keep the Horned Fox’s horn . 
 
   They would never let it go . 
 
   Did it matter if the Messiah Guild, who was enemies to anyone not on their side, weren’t in the position to choose?
 
   ‘They would’ve been prepared to start at any time . ”
 
   The media play was actually a very light beginning . The Messiah Guild was more than willing to use force to get what they want if they deemed it necessary . 
 
   The last card they would play in such a scenario, would be the Hunting Dogs . 
 
   The moment an item became the target of their Hunting Dogs, the item more or less already belonged to the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Though fighting against the Messiah Guild and keeping the item was possible, it was very very difficult . This is why Kim Woo-jin suggested they donate it . 
 
   The Messiah Guild’s aggression was only directed towards their enemies . And toward their allies, they couldn’t be more loving . 
 
   No, there were many who would willingly give their lives for their allies . 
 
   ‘The calculation method toward allies changed a lot . ’
 
   Did Isaac Ivanov, who saved the members of the Messiah Guild, really want to donate the horn?
 
   Absolutely not . 
 
   ‘Of course, if you’re a hero, you must show the mentality of a hero . ’
 
   Above all else, the Messiah Guild was a hero . 
 
   They may be merciless predators toward their enemies, but as a hero, when dealing with your allies, one must be benign . 
 
   If they really wanted the Horned Fox’s horn, then they’d have to give a lot . 
 
   ‘I wonder what kind of reward they will give . ’
 
   Now they just had to wait for the Messiah Guild’s response . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was then . 
 
   WooWoong!
 
   A message arrived on his phone . 
 
   ‘Just on time . ’
 
   The message was from Park Yong-wan . 
 
   …
 
   -There’s a lot of speculation about Isaac Ivanov going around…
 
   The first thing that greeted Kim Woo-jin as he entered Park Yong-wan’s office, was a news report coming from the big high definition TV . 
 
   “Oh, you’re here . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan welcomed him after the news report passed . 
 
   “Every day, all I hear about is this guy Isaac Ivanov . You don’t need me to explain who he is right?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded to Park Yong-wan who pointed at a chair in front of him . 
 
   “Sit . ”
 
   The chair he pointed at was the closest to him among the many chairs that surrounded the table, it was a signal to say that Kim Woo-jin was the closest to him . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin knew what it meant . 
 
   ‘But even the closest person would be left behind if he was considered useless at any time . ’
 
   For Park Yong-wan, even his closest allies were consumables that could be used and discarded at any time . 
 
   Despite knowing that, Kim Woo-jin didn’t mind the treatment . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin sat and Park Yong-wan immediately began to speak . 
 
   “I thought I valued you highly, but you’re even better than I thought . ”
 
   “Thank you . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan was very surprised . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘What exactly did this guy do to make the Skull Guild try to find information about him so desperately?”
 
   Before, the Skull Guild had been moving so secretly that Park Yong-wan couldn’t keep track of their movements, however now they were openly trying to find as much information as they could about Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   It proved that they were somewhat struggling to deal with him . 
 
   ‘Well, that’s not important . ’
 
   It was a good thing for Park Yong-wan . 
 
   In the end, it meant that the Skull Guild was shaken by Kim Woo-jin, this meant that he could use Kim Woo-jin in the future to shake the Skull Guild again . 
 
   So Park Yong-wan didn’t pry too deeply . 
 
   “You kept your promise, so now it’s my turn to pay you back . ”
 
   Instead of talking nonsense, he decided to give an incredible reward, to set the stage for the future . 
 
   “All right . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan didn’t even wait for him to respond, instead he pulled out a skill page radiating gold light and handed it to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin received it . 
 
   ‘This…’
 
   When Kim Woo-jin confirmed what it was, he couldn’t help but make a surprised expression . 
 
   [Blood Fog]
 
   -Conditions: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   -Required Level: 40 or higher
 
   →Effect: Create fog using your blood . 
 
   Blood Fog . There was no better skill for Kim Woo-jin who used Blood Poison as one of his main skills . 
 
   ‘This is better than I expected . ’
 
   It was also one of the skills that Kim Woo-jin considered very hard to obtain . 
 
   The golden glow signified that it was a skill at the unique level however the value of the skill couldn’t be seen unless it was used in conjunction with skills like Blood Poison . 
 
   In a situation where the Blood Poison skill was also hard to obtain, there weren’t many players who would use the Blood Fog skill, even if they obtained it . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Let’s get down to business . ”
 
   Of course, Park Yong-wan wouldn’t give him such a skill simply as a reward . 
 
   “For the time being, we need to build our strength while being careful . Then when the time is right, we’ll make our move . Without warning . ”
 
   In order to use Kim Woo-jin even more, it was necessary to feed him, and Park Yong-wan didn’t try to hide it . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also didn’t say anything about it . 
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   He gave a simple answer, after which silence fell in the room . 
 
   The TV soon announced . 
 
   -Breaking News! The Messiah Guild has announced their decision . To summarize the content, they say that they appreciate the heroic heart of Isaac Ivanov and they will reward him greatly for his actions . 
 
   As he heard the breaking news, Park Yong-wan could not help but ridicule . 
 
   “They can keep their pride and just lose money is that it?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled and responded . 
 
   “That is exactly what it is . ” (TL: the author just repeated the question here as a statementT^T)
 
   With that, Kim Woo-jin rose and headed toward the door . 
 
   The meeting was over and no more conversation was necessary . 
 
   However, when he reached the door, Kim Woo-jin stopped . 
 
   “Could you save a dungeon for me?”
 
   “There’s nothing I can’t do . ”
 
   The fact that Park Yong-wan gave him a level 40 skill in the first place meant that he wanted Kim Woo-jin to focus on leveling up . 
 
   “If you leave the bill after you purchase a dungeon from a broker, I will handle it . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan easily accepted Kim Woo-jin’s request . 
 
   Afterward, Kim Woo-jin bowed slightly and left . 
 
    
    
 
    
  
 
  
 
  

 
   
    
      Published at 20th of October 2020 09:33:19 AM
 
     
   
 
  
 
   
   
     Due to deal restructure text to speech player is currently unavailable. Will find a solution soon. 
   
 
    
   
 
   
 Chapter 78 
   
 
   Kill The Hero – Chapter 78
 
   
 
   
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   
 
   
 
   Translator: Seven
 
   Editor: Ana_Banana
 
   -Isaac Ivanov is rewarded for his sacrifice . 
 
   -That’s the great Messiah Guild, willing to reward those who make sacrifices for the good of the world . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah who was watching the news on his smartphone, couldn’t help but exclaim in admiration .  
 
   “It’s really amazing . How did he think about getting out like this?”
 
   Oh Se-chan, who was looking at documents, nodded . 
 
   “It’s great . ”
 
   “Right? You didn’t expect that did you?”
 
   “Of course . Donation is not something I’d do even in my dreams . Just hearing the word gives me goosebumps . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah laughed at that . 
 
   “Anyway, what do you think the Messiah Guild will give? An item? Or money? How much do you think they’ll give?”
 
   “The Summon Golem skill . ”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   “It was already discussed before they went to the press . They’ll thank us for saving them and reward us with the Summon Golem skill . So it’s okay . ”
 
   The gift was discussed with the Messiah Guild before they even made a statement in the media, so there was nothing to question .  
 
   However, Lee Jin-ah still found a question . 
 
   “What about me?”
 
   “What?”
 
   “No, I did it with him but I get nothing? I should at least get something!”
 
   When he heard that, Oh Se-chan reached into his pocket and handed something to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Then, here’s something . ”
 
   “Chocolate?”
 
   “That’s right, chocolate . Don’t you like chocolate? That one was pretty expensive but I deliberately didn’t eat it or hide it from you . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah looked at Oh Se-chan with a sour expression . Of course, he took the chocolate anyway . He already knew Oh Se-chan well enough to not really expect many rewards . 
 
   “What have you been looking at all this time?”
 
   “I have a request to buy a dungeon . So I’m looking for a very expensive one . ”
 
   “If it’s just a purchase request, you can make other people do it right?”
 
   “This time it’s an important customer . ”
 
   “Who is it?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Park Yong-wan . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah looked up when he heard the name . 
 
   “Park Yong-wan?”
 
   Of course, it wasn’t because he didn’t know who Park Yong-wan was . (TL: Duh…)
 
   “The guy who already took control of the Phoenix Guild is looking for a dungeon broker?”
 
   He just had doubts that the man who had become one of the most powerful players in Korea needed help finding a dungeon .  
 
   “He’s purchasing it for his beloved right-hand man . His love for his men is really strong . It’s admirable . ” 
 
   “His right-hand man? Who’s that?”
 
   “You know him too . ”
 
   “No way, is it Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   In response to his prompt, Oh Se-chan only smiled .  
 
   Lee Jin-ah laughed at that . 
 
   “So you’ll hold hands and rob Park Yong-wan’s pockets? Huh? Isn’t that a scam?”
 
   “Fraud? This is called sales! Sales! Do I have to teach you even something like this?”
 
   “Okay . I don’t even want to get caught up in this . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah reached past Oh Se-chan’s hands and grabbed one of the documents . 
 
   “This one would be nice . ”
 
   [240 Hours] 
 Floors: 2 
    
 Difficulty: B rank 
    
 Maximum number of entries: 25 
    
 
    
    
 
    
   
 Requirements: Level 40 and below 
    
 Conditions: Survive for 10 days on the 2nd floor of the dungeon . 
    
 Reward: Survival Stone(C) 
   “A survival quest?”
 
   “What do you think?”
 
   “It’s B rank and the number of entries is 25, plus you need to survive for 10 days…it’s the perfect dungeon to risk your life and level up . And since it’s hard to find a survival quest like this one, the price is pretty high . It’s a really good choice . ”
 
   Afterward, Lee Jin-ah nodded and handed the document to Oh Se-chan . However, he pulled it back just as Oh Se-chan was about to receive it . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah tilted his head, then Oh Se-chan tilted his head as well . 
 
   They looked at each other like they didn’t know what to say . 
 
   “What are you doing? Give it to me . ”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   “Aren’t you going to go level up to?”
 
   In response, Lee Jin-ah made an expression as if he’d lost his soul . (TL: Ah I was a bit confused about this part, turns out Lee Jin-ah was signing his own death warrant without realising) 
 
   …
 
   It was common knowledge that players needed to level up quickly, the players needed to hunt and kill many monsters . And it was also common knowledge that dungeons with survival quests had much more monsters than the other dungeons with specialised quests .  
 
   However, when they intended to level up, regardless of common knowledge or not, no player headed to a dungeon with a survival quest . 
 
   Therefore Lee Jin-ah was quite nervous when they first entered the first floor of the dungeon and almost immediately reached the second floor . 
 
   “This is ridiculous . ”
 
   But contrary to his expectations, the first day was pretty relaxed .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin used the first day on the second floor to prepare for the hunt rather than immediately start hunting .  
 
   Exploring the terrain, setting traps, creating stages for battle, grasping the types and types of monsters .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   And when the hunting began on the second day, Kim Woo-jin’s pace was different from usual . Lee Jin-ah talked three times more than usual and felt much more relaxed than usual . 
 
   This pace lasted until the seventh day . They had enough time to have tea after their meals until the seventh day .  
 
   “How is this possible?”
 
   Therefore Lee Jin-ah was surprised . 
 
   “How can I level up so quickly when we’re hunting in moderation?”
 
   The leveling speed was faster than ever even though they were hunting at a very relaxed pace .  
 
   “Are you using nuclear weapons?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah had good reason to be surprised . 
 
   This was Kim Woo-jin’s style as a Hunting Dog . His hunting style was nothing special, or even memorable, it simply made use of the most optimal conditions to achieve a simple hunt . 
 
   The time was fixed, there were no other forces to watch out for and they were both talented . Therefore they reached level 40 very easily .  
 
   Level 40 . From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, it was a great goal to open the gift he received, so for that goal, he progressed steadily .  
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   [Achieved Level 40 . Inventory has been increased by 8 spaces . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your growth . Inventory has been increased by 8 spaces . ](TL: at this point this halo is more than a sugar daddy)
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld has sent a catalogue as a reward for your growth . ](TL: point proven…)
 
   Finally, he reached his goal . 
 
   ‘I can finally open my gifts . ’
 
   As soon as he reached level 40, Kim Woo-jin began opening his rewards one by one . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin]
 Level: 40 
    
 Halo: Emissary of the Underworld 
    
 Stats:  Health: (122+202) 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 Stamina: (2+85) Magic Power: (3+118) 
    
 Achievements: 26 
    
 Extra Points: 3 
   After that he tore the two skill pages he had gained from his previous adventures . 
 
   [You have learned the skill Summon Golem . ]
 
   [You have learned the skill Blood Fog . ]
 
   ‘One thing remaining…’
 
   All that was left was to now open the catalogue sent by the halo as a reward . 
 
   “What happened? Did you level up?”
 
   At that time, Lee Jin-ah walked up to him . 
 
   “Then you should’ve told me . We’re a team! Now we should congratulate you for the rank up . Come on skeletons! Your master has leveled up so let’s give him a round of applause! Do you want a birthday cake? Huh? Let’s take this opportunity to do all the things we missed . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked at Lee Jin-ah with a cold expression . 
 
   “Ah, you’ll have to blow out candles! We don’t have cake, but we can get candles . Hang on, I’ll go grab a few tree branches and light them . Hahaha!” (TL: If I was the mc…I’d want to kill him too)
 
   As if he didn’t see Kim Woo-jin’s expression, Lee Jin-ah began to look around, further cementing how leisurely this hunt was .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin ignored Lee Jin-ah and focused on his gains once again . 
 
   “Catalogue . ”
 
   The last gift he received was finally open . Then a catalogue appeared above Kim Woo-jin’s hands . 
 
   At that time, Lee Jin-ah who was tugging on a tree branch stopped pretending and shouted in surprise . 
 
   “Huh? What? Did you get something good?”
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   [Book of the Dead]
 
   -Rank: E
 
   -Effect: 
 
   -This book contains the power of Osiris .  
 
    
 
   -Can seal the dead .  
 
    
 
   -The dead, sealed in the Book of the Dead, can display even more power with the power of Osiris .  
 
   The Book of the Dead . It could simply be called a dedicated inventory for undead monsters .  
 
   ‘At E rank I can use 10 pages?’
 
   The space available at the E rank was only enough for 10 undead monsters . (TL: our author likes to reiterate things a lot, gomenasai)
 
   The way to use it was rather simple . When using the Book of the Dead skill, a book made out of slabs would appear with the undead monsters that were sealed within appearing on the faces of the slabs . 
 
   ‘It seems Johann Georg didn’t have this one…’
 
   Kim Woo-jin had no memory of this skill . The King of Undead had never summoned any book like this before .  
 
   ‘If he did, it would’ve been terrible . ’
 
   Thank goodness . 
 
   At that time, Kim Woo-jin was able to catch the King of Undead because he was constrained by the fact that he had to fulfill the conditions before he could summon his skeletons . 
 
   But what if he was able to summon his skeletons without conditions like this?
 
   Kim Woo-jin wouldn’t have even needed to be betrayed . 
 
   In other words, it was a terribly useful skill .  
 
   Removing the conditions for the Summon Skeleton skill was basically removing it’s only limitations . And in the case of a Skeleton Soldier sealed in the Book of the Dead with the effect of Ruler of the Battlefield accumulated beforehand, the effect would remain . (TL: someone call the GM, this is too broken, I think he’s using hacks!) 
 
   ‘They can even wear items . ’
 
   Even the items worn by the Skeleton Soldiers would remain stored on them in the Book of the Dead . This alone was already incredible . 
 
   [The Power of Osiris infects the Skeleton Soldiers . ]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   [All Skeleton Soldier stats increased by 20%] (TL: I assume this means all the skeletons stored and not all that he has)
 
   But there was still more good news . At that time, a notification sounded in Kim Woo-jin’s ear . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   When Kim Woo-jin lifted his head to look at the notification, a red mist that was floating in the jungle, caught his eye . (TL: and the secret of speed leveling has been revealed)
 
   [Lizardman has been afflicted by Blood Mist]
 
   As this notification appeared, Kim Woo-jin saw a Lizardman falling to the ground without any obvious wounds . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin rose from his seat on the ground . 
 
   ‘Now it’s time to go into the tiger’s cave . ’
 
   …
 
   At a golf course in Yongin city, Gyeonggi province .  
 
   A lush field had grown because the golf course had been closed for a long time . And above that field, was the distorted space that represented a dungeon gate .  
 
   Suddenly, a man appeared in front of the gate .  
 
   The dungeon gate, which was large enough to fit a car in, could not be considered small, yet the man who’s size was enormous, made it appear slightly small now .  
 
   When the man appeared, he immediately collapsed on his knees . 
 
   “Ugh . ”
 
   At the same time as he appeared, a woman could be seen approaching him hurriedly, her face filled with worry . 
 
   “Mr . Lee Jin-ah, what are you doing?”
 
   As he heard the words of the remarkably beautiful woman, Lee Jin-ah looked up . 
 
   “My stomach…”
 
   “Did you injure your stomach?”
 
   “…hungry . ”
 
   “Yes?”(TL: I think I explained it before, but sometimes they say ‘yes’ in place of ‘what’, ‘huh’, etc, I don’t put ‘what’ or ‘how’ because it doesn’t necessarily have the same feeling)
 
   Then a new character appeared before the dungeon gate . When he appeared, he glanced at the man at the ground before calmly walking past him . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah looked up as Kim Woo-jin walked past him and complained . 
 
   “Even slaves were given breaks to eat rice…”
 
   Up until the seventh day, hunting with Kim Woo-jin had been easy . However, from the eight-day, it’s like Kim Woo-jin took a shot . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Now that they only had three days left to hunt, he proceeded at a much faster pace(a sprint) . 
 
   Not surprisingly, the sprint that they had at the end was seemingly too much for Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   In particular, during the last three hours, before they left, Kim Woo-jin didn’t even give him the chance to drink water . (TL: I’ll be honest…I feel kinda bad for Lee Jin-ah, he’s so undervalued and underpaid, and he’s always being bullied by Woo-jin and Se-chan . )
 
   “That devil . ”
 
   He was a monster that could easily be mistaken as the devil .  
 
   ‘No, it might be better for those he targets to fight with the devil instead . ’
 
   Of course, Lee Jin-ah didn’t call him the devil simply because Kim Woo-jin was evil .  
 
   He looked at him . The way Kim Woo-jin used his newly acquired skills in conjunction with his older ones was eye opening . 
 
   ‘No one should ever try to fight him . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah strengthened his resolve while looking at Kim Woo-jin’s back . 
 
   The woman who’d come to check on him, looked at Lee Jin-ah with an odd expression .  
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin turned his head to her . 
 
   “Can you contact Oh Se-chan?”
 
   “Yes? Yes!”
 
   The woman awoke from her stupor and took out a phone that had already been prepared . The woman immediately dialed a number then handed the phone over to Kim Woo-jin .  
 
   While this was happening, Lee Jin-ah still didn’t get up from the ground . 
 
   “What are you contacting Se-chan for?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin replied to the question easily . (TL: omg one of the few times he doesn’t ignore Jin-ah)
 
   “I have an order . ”
 
   “An order?”
 
   When Kim Woo-jin nodded, Lee Jin-ah looked at him in delight . 
 
   “Then I want a jumbo sized tray of Rajogi1 . Oh and add rice balls . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked down at Lee Jin-ah with an absurd expression on his face . 
 
   ‘I think he was too comfortable while hunting . ’
 
   Ttuk!
 
   Then Oh Se-chan answered the call .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   -Yeah, what’s up?
 
   The moment he heard Oh Se-chan’s voice from the phone, Kim Woo-jin immediately stated his request .  
 
   “I want to go to Kaesong . ” (TL: and here I thought Woo-jin was being nice, how naive of me . )
 
   …
 
   Hansung Group .  
 
   The number one group in Korea’s business community and one of the world’s most influential companies was once doubted when they became the patrons of the Messiah Guild .  
 
   Why make such an investment that won’t make you any money .  
 
   But it had been 4 years since the world became like a game and by 2023 no one dared to doubt them . 
 
   The Hansung Group, the Messiah Guild’s supporter, could be said to be one of the most influential in the world .  
 
   According to the Messiah Guild, the Hansung Group was a company made to save the world, not to seek after profits .  
 
   Unsurprisingly, everything relating to the Messiah Guild had the hands of the Hansung Group in it . And sitting at the very top of the Hansung Group was none other than Park Shin-hye, the Goddess of the Messiah Guild . Not only did she have the title of chairman, but she was practically the ruler of the Hansung Group .  
 
   Because of this, she could stand in front of anyone with a proud and confident smile . 
 
   But recently her expressions were not that good . The reason wasn’t good . 
 
   “Is there still no news from Kim Je-hoon?”
 
   “Yes, there were signs showing he went to Europe but he disappeared after hiding his tracks . ”
 
   “Is he dead?”
 
   “It seems so . ”
 
   “Then where’s the body?”
 
   “That…”
 
   “Please get the body . Whatever the cost . ”
 
   It was because a crack had appeared in a plan that should’ve been more than perfect . 
 
   “How are things with Park Yong-wan?”
 
   “Currently, I’m pruning the branches around him . ”
 
   “I don’t care about the branches . What I’m asking is when will you go for his throat?”
 
   “Once I’ve gathered all the information on Park Yong-wan’s actions, I’ll make a move . You should see results by early next year . ”
 
   “That means for the next half year Park Yong-wan would be able to act freely, we can’t have that . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   There were other troubles that she couldn’t get rid of right away . 
 
   ‘Park Yong-wan was a card I’d created to sacrifice when necessary, but it seems I raised it too much . ’ (TL: oooh plot twist . )
 
   Park Shin-hye sighed briefly . 
 
   ‘Why is everything becoming so complicated?”
 
   “What about that guy?”
 
   “That guy…”
 
   “The one who became Park Yong-wan’s right hand . The guy who contacted Kim Je-hoon on behalf of Park Yong-wan . ” (TL: Kim Je-hoon must be spinning like a top in his grave)
 
   “You mean Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, the name that had been faint in her mind, immediately became fresh once again . 
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   “I’m trying to get to him, but he is being protected . It seems Park Yong-wan and the Phoenix Guild intend to nurture him . ”
 
   “Who doesn’t know that? What I want to know is how you’re going to deal with him . ”
 
   As they heard the words that Park Shin-hye said, her general secretary bowed their head toward her .  
 
   “I have established a team to catch Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   “Who is the leader?”
 
   “It’s Suzuki . ”
 
   For the first time in a while, Park Shin-hye nodded her head in satisfaction . 
 
   ‘As the owner of Lancelot’s Ring, they’re reliable . ’ (TL: is this another item for our mc? Thanks, thanks)
 
   “So where are they?”
 
   “They’re currently waiting in the Kaesong Special Zone . If Kim Woo-jin shows an opening, they will move to capture him immediately . Of course, they will make sure to get all the information out of him before they kill him . ”
 
   At that Park Shin-hye nodded and immediately stopped thinking about Kim Woo-jin . Instead her mind turned to another name .  
 
   “What about Isaac Ivanov? Do you think we can make him one of us?”
 
   “I think we can use him in the future . Regardless of his intentions, we will have to be friendly for the time being as he has shown friendliness to our side . ”
 
   “Okay, plan the strategy for an undefeated dungeon around him . Use him as much as you can . ”
 
   “We already have an A+ rank dungeon in Hokkaido, Japan in mind . ”
 
   Only then did Park Shin-hye’s somewhat tense expression relax . 
 
   ‘I’m glad I finally got a useful hunting dog . ’
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   (TL: Before we get into the chapter, there are some things that may offend some people, so this is a bit of a disclaimer . I hope everyone can look past them since it’s not that overt . And I hope it doesn’t affect how much you like the story)
 
   After the Dungeon Gates appeared, all countries in the world had a very rough time, and it was still progressing . 
 
   In some cases, the existence of the country was shaken by the level of suffering they had to go through . 
 
   This was especially the case for those second and third world countries . 
 
   Africa, Eastern Europe, the Middle East, South America, Southeast Asia and…
 
   “Where? North Korea?”
 
   Countries like North Korea . 
 
   It was impossible for such countries which had both political and national unrest, to properly handle the dungeon gates . 
 
   So those countries had two choices, either they let themselves be ruined, or they ask for help from stronger powers . 
 
   In the case of North Korea, they chose the latter . They opened their doors and asked the world for help . 
 
   Of course, they didn’t open that big of a door, basically only a small door was opened . 
 
   “Kaesong, North Korea?”
 
   Kaesong Special District was once such small door . 
 
   After designing Kaesong as a special area for players, North Korea allowed almost all foreigners to enter freely without imposing any conditions or restrictions on dungeon attacks . 
 
   Even in a socialist state, there were no restrictions on economic activity within the designated special districts . 
 
   If the players could defeat the dungeon gate, then they would be able to do whatever they wanted in that area, so naturally, after becoming a special district, Kaesong became one of the greediest cities in the world . 
 
   “It’s practically like Gotham . ”
 
   So it was given the nickname Gotham, like the city in the Batman, a comic in the DC series . 
 
   “He went there? Is he crazy?”
 
   It was for this reason, that Lee Jin-ah was surprised that Kim Woo-jin went to such a place . 
 
   “The crazy one is you who deliberately came during lunch and ate my food . You damn insect bastard . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who was now putting ramen in his bowl with a pair of chopsticks, made an odd expression as he heard those words and laughed awkwardly . 
 
   Oh Se-chan gave him a dirty look before he continued talking . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Kaesong is not as bad of a city as you think . ”
 
   “Does that make sense? That’s where all those criminal bastards like to gather . ”
 
   As Lee Jin-ah said, Kaesong special district was a gathering place for criminals, but not just any criminals, it was for criminal players . 
 
   A place for the people who cannot enter or work in normal countries or who simply don’t want to live a normal life . 
 
   “If there was a wolf in a herd, then it would smell bloody and stand out . But if there are only predators gathered, then it’s surprisingly peaceful . Think of America . Compared to the number of firearms available, the number of deaths caused by firearms is pretty low isn’t it?” (TL: *cringe*)
 
   “That is considered small?”
 
   “Imagine what would happen if they legalized firearms in South Korea . Do you think the number would be as small as theirs?” (TL: *cringe*)
 
   After saying that, Oh Se-chan picked up some noodles with his chopsticks . 
 
   “Rather, it’s the best place to hunt dungeons . There is no tax, so it’s easier to trade goods, which makes the prices of goods cheaper . It’s better than here as long as you’re able to follow the rules . ”
 
   “What are the rules?”
 
   “You just have to leave the dangerous guys alone . ”
 
   “I guess there might be some dangerous guys like me there . ”
 
   As he heard those words, Oh Se-chan couldn’t help but laugh . 
 
   “I would’ve sent you there to take a look, but I keep telling you, you’re not that strong . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah grumbled with a sullen look on his face . 
 
   “Hyung, can’t you give me a little compliment?”
 
   “I’ll admit it if you give Kim Woo-jin a nosebleed . ”
 
   “Ah, really! That guy is a special kind of monster! You wouldn’t understand unless you see him fight in person…”
 
   “There’s a monster even stronger than Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   When he heard this, Lee Jin-ah’s face became serious . 
 
   “Who is it?”
 
   “Suzuki Eiji . He should be around level 50 now, but in standard two floor dungeons, he’d find it hard to find an opponent . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah tilted his head when he heard the name . 
 
   “I’ve never heard of him . Are you just telling me that to mess with me?”
 
   Despite his reaction, Oh Se-chan’s expression didn’t change . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Believe it or don’t, just don’t ever cross the guy with a scar under his right eye . ” (TL: A bit of a vague description)
 
   Oh Se-chan paused before adding another bit of information . 
 
   “Because he is a hound for the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah slowly digested this information . 
 
   “But why did that guy Kim Woo-jin go there? Is it dangerous?”
 
   “I don’t know . ”
 
   “Well maybe he went to catch that scary guy you just talked about?”
 
   At the question, Oh Se-chan let out a laugh . 
 
   “Never . In reality, even if you take an army with you, there’s no guarantee that you could defeat Suzuki Eiji . Kim Woo-jin would probably know this better than me . Maybe he went to do something else . 
 
   As he said that, Oh Se-chan’s thoughts drifted briefly . 
 
   ‘If Kim Woo-jin really went to hunt Suzuki Eiji…and if he does hunt him, then there’s no doubt that he’s after the Messiah Guild . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan’s expression hardened slightly . 
 
   ‘…maybe we need to uncover the Power of the Pharaoh in advance . ’
 
   …
 
   The most central part of Kaesong Special District was the Kaesong Industrial Complex . 
 
   Used as a factory in the past, it was now a gathering point for the players who stayed in the Kaesong Special District . 
 
   Life in the district was quite different to what people on the outside thought . Rather than a city of lawlessness, it felt much like any other place in the world . 
 
   “Selling items!”
 
   “Selling materials!”
 
   The first thing one would notice was the item covered simple shops lining the streets . There, one could see items and materials gathered from monsters . 
 
   These sights which were hard for the general public to even see, were laid out plainly like a fish market and the freshness of it all was quite shocking . 
 
   There were even shops selling the complete corpses of monsters . 
 
   “Werewolf corpse, caught yesterday . I’m selling it whole!”
 
   It was a monster that had escaped from a dungeon gate and been captured . 
 
   In other countries, the moment you were caught dealing with monsters in this way, you’d be given a nice iron bracelet, courtesy of the state . But in the Kaesong Special District there was no need for that worry . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Wow!” (In english)
 
   “Sugoi!” (TL: ‘Great’ in Japanese)
 
   This was why non-player tourists clicked their cameras at the scene . 
 
   Of course, it wasn’t a good thing to see . Illegal activities were usually done in the dark, hidden places where no one could see them . 
 
   “I like the water here . What do you think?”
 
   “Do you mean alcohol?”
 
   “There’s also something even better . ”
 
   From alcohol, to drug trafficking . The ugliest things that mankind were capable of trading, could be traded here . 
 
   “Kill that son of a bitch!”
 
   “Catch that bastard!”
 
   To the sights of those under the influence of drugs and alcohol, and those whose morality had already taken large hits, something else appeared before them . 
 
   And the sight before them was brutal beyond the point of being just fierce . 
 
   The fight between players who had survived the horrors of dungeons was not something that could be compared to those players who did not hunt or ordinary people . 
 
   Unlike fighting arenas that had rules, most fights in the Kaesong Special District were fights to the death . 
 
   The battles were always extremely bloody . 
 
   Fights like these, which one would be hard pressed to find anywhere else, was one of the specialties of the Kaesong Special District as they could break out at any moment . 
 
   A similar thing was happening in a club located in a corner of the Kaesong Industrial Complex . It was a bar that had a few tables and chairs for the customers to sit . 
 
   Clink!
 
   Bottles of alcohol could be heard shattering one after another . 
 
   “Fuck!”
 
   “Ack!”
 
   Screams could be heard all over the place . 
 
   Between the screams and the club’s music, two men stood in front of each out, pointing the broken bottles in their hands . 
 
   “What did you just say? Why don’t you say it again you motherfucker!”
 
   “Are you gonna do something about it you crazy bastard?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The two drunkards swore at each other . 
 
   They both looked like they were more than willing to commit murder which proved that these two were not ordinary . 
 
   “It’s a player fight!”
 
   “This is crazy, someone stop them!”
 
   “They are both over level 30, do you want to go between them and stop them?”
 
   In fact, the two players were both higher than level 30 and an ordinary person wouldn’t be able to stop them even if they had an automatic rifle . 
 
   “They were having mulberry juice just a minute ago…”
 
   “Drugs? Oh my God . ” (TL: I’m assuming mulberry juice is the colloquial name for a form of narcotic)
 
   Above all, the two of them didn’t simply have alcohol . 
 
   It was like two cars without brakes running into each other at top speed . 
 
   The onlookers gulped collectively and some of them took a few steps backward . 
 
   Suddenly . 
 
   Puk!
 
   An arrow flew between the two who had appeared to be isolated from the outside world . 
 
   The two then turned their heads at the same time to look at where it came from, their eyes wild like beasts . 
 
   In their gaze, they saw a woman sitting at a table, and beside her was a man of small stature looking at them with a cool gaze . 
 
   Below his right eye was a rather impressive looking scar . 
 
   “Huk . ”
 
   “Ugh . ”
 
   As soon as they saw this man, the two men who were intoxicated with both alcohol and drugs became a lot more sober . 
 
   This happened to practically everyone in the club . As they all became nervous when they noticed the appearance of this man . 
 
   Only one person in the entire club was more relaxed than nervous at that moment . 
 
   ‘Suzuki Eiji . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin, disguised as a tanned man with a large mustache sitting at the bar and watching the situation, was observing the man who managed to calm the tense situation in the club with only a glance . 
 
   And then a thought came to his mind . 
 
   ‘I didn’t think I’d meet you this way . ’
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   Before returning to the past, Kim Woo-jin had joined the Messiah Guild at level 55 . 
 
   He had begun to gain fame through successive dungeon clears and had caught the eye of the Messiah Guild during the Horned Fox Hunt . 
 
   When he had reached level 55 the Messiah Guild once again made him an offer . 
 
   “‘Hunting Dog’ Kim Woo-jin, we need your help . ”
 
   Lee Se-jun, the leader of the Messiah Guild and savior of the world had personally made the offer to him and Kim Woo-jin had no reason to refuse . 
 
   After that, Kim Woo-jin became a hunting dog for the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Monsters upon monsters, players upon players, items upon items…whatever the Messiah Guild requested, he hunted . 
 
   Eventually, Kim Woo-jin became the Messiah Guild’s best hunting dog . 
 
   Of course, the name ‘Hunting Dog’ wasn’t created for Kim Woo-jin, he wasn’t the first and he wouldn’t be the last . 
 
   In fact there were more than one player with the title of ‘Hunting Dog’ in every guild . Hundreds to thousands of players worldwide were known as hunting dogs . 
 
   And there were people who were called hunting dogs within the Messiah Guild even before Kim Woo-jin joined it . 
 
   Suzuki Eiji!
 
   He was the best hunting dog within the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Of course, it was only after a while that this information became known . 
 
   It was around the time he reached level 100 and attacked a 4 Floor Dungeon . 
 
   Simply put, when you reached level 100, you could retire from being a hound and move to being a regular player in the light . 
 
   That was the way of the hunting dogs . 
 
   If the hunting dog hunted openly, would people simply stare at them and let them do it? It was impossible . 
 
   Therefore most hunting dogs remained unidentified and usually retired the moment it became hard for them to hunt or they reached the expected level . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Naturally, the place they left after retiring was naturally filled by other hunting dogs eager for the position . 
 
   ‘Looking back at it, he offered me a hand because he needed a pinch hitter1 . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin became the pinch hitter for Suzuki Eiji . This wasn’t just a vague guess . 
 
   When Suzuki Eiji was level 80, Kim Woo-jin had been level 55, the perfect level for a baton touch2 . 
 
   From the Messiah Guild’s perspective, it would have been difficult to find someone to substitute Suzuki Eiji . So ‘The Savior’ Lee Se-jun personally brought a new hunting dog . 
 
   Of course, at that time the Messiah Guild had miscalculated . 
 
   ‘After that, I quickly caught up . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin had quickly caught up to Suzuki Eiji . 
 
   When Kim Woo-jin was first recruited, as he took over for Suzuki Eiji and his team, he constantly heard the legendary stories of what Suzuki Eiji had done . 
 
   So naturally, he knew him well . 
 
   ‘His abilities were so amazing . ’
 
   Oh how great he was . 
 
   ‘His team was on a different level . ’
 
   Additionally, he’d made use of teamwork rather than simply fighting on his own . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew better than anyone that hunting dogs were actually much stronger when they fought in groups rather than when they hunted alone . 
 
   ‘If I let him grow more than this . He’d become a monster . ’
 
   So, if Kim Woo-jin let him be, he would become even more of a monster than he was now . 
 
   Because in fact, in the eyes of others, he was already a monster . 
 
   Even back then, even after being overtaken by Kim Woo-jin, Suzuki Eiji had still managed to make himself a key player within the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘Because the Messiah guild knows that he has Lancelot’s Ring . ’
 
   This was because it was in fact the Messiah Guild who had given him Lancelot’s Ring in his possession . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Lee Se-jun’s old item . ’
 
   Because it was Lee Se-jun who’d once owned Lancelot’s Ring . 
 
   So no matter how you looked at it, Kim Woo-jin definitely had to get rid of Suzuki Eiji before he could face the Messiah Guild . 
 
   However, up to a few days ago, Kim Woo-jin did not have any intentions of hunting down Suzuki Eiji . 
 
   ‘I never thought we’d meet so soon . ’
 
   No . Rather, Kim Woo-jin had been thinking and preparing ways for him to avoid this monster when the Messiah Guild decided to make Suzuki Eiji hunt him . 
 
   The reason was simple . 
 
   ‘I thought it would be after level 100 . ’
 
   He wasn’t completely confident that he could win . 
 
   It was impossible for him to deal with Suzuki Eiji and his team with the abilities he currently had at his disposal . 
 
   Of course, that was a few days ago . 
 
   The fact that Kim Woo-jin was there meant that it was no longer an impossibility . 
 
   From then on, there was only one thing that Kim Woo-jin was considering . 
 
   ‘The sprout should be cut when it can be cut . ’
 
   And that was how to hunt his new prey . 
 
   …
 
   On a road that was too messy to truly be considered a road . 
 
   Toltoltol!
 
   An old bus, so worn that it was truly surprising that it could still move, shambled it’s way along the road while emitting weird noises . 
 
   “Almost there . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin was on that bus . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   He had oily hair that suited his shirt and pants which were giving of a rather stinky smell, his dark eyes were surrounded by dark circles and his face was so pale that it looked like he was wearing powder . His frame gave off a very desolate aura as he sat in a corner of the slowly moving bus . 
 
   It was not the appearance of a player . 
 
   In fact, Kim Woo-jin didn’t come here as a player . 
 
   “Hey, you there . ”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   “Is this your first time being a warehouse?”
 
   A warehouse, that was Kim Woo-jin’s role today . 
 
   And it was the role of the other people on the bus . 
 
   Their role was something that could only be seen in places like the Kaesong Special District . In a nutshell they were there for inventory . 
 
   Due to the fact that players could only bring items to and from the dungeons with their inventory, more players were needed to bring more items . So players who intended to attack dungeons would hire other players and use them as substitute warehouses . 
 
   To put it simply, he was selling his body . He was being paid to lend his life . 
 
   Of course, ordinary players wouldn’t be able to understand . Because ordinary players were the players who were able to enjoy wealth and fame and couldn’t be compared to regular people . 
 
   “Is this your first time as a warehouse?”
 
   “Ah, it’s not . ”
 
   “Oh, it’s my first time seeing you . So what did you do to come here? What are you wanted for? Murder, rape, assault, maybe fraud?”
 
   It was a role that only could be found in places like the Kaesong Special District where people who could no longer live among regular players gather . 
 
   In other words, everyone there was of that sort . 
 
   “I think you’re too nervous . Want me to introduce you to the other bastards so you could relax? Hey, see that bald guy? He raped and killed 5 people . And you see the pig next to him right? He did it four times . ”
 
   Those who would rather live an ugly life than pay for their horrendous crimes . 
 
   “Oh, it’s seven times if you include murder . And that guy next to him…when I saw him for the first time, he looked like he’d been drugged and raped . But that’s just my guess . ”
 
   If it was the Kim Woo-jin of the past, he would’ve immediately killed all of them without a second thought or care . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   However in front of them now, Kim Woo-jin didn’t reveal his intentions . 
 
   The first reason was that they weren’t his prey . 
 
   ‘This is the actor that Suzuki Eiji hid here . ’
The second was that this snake-like man was in fact an actor planted by Suzuki Eiji to monitor the warehouses in case there were any problems . 
 
   It wasn’t anything strange . 
 
   Unless Suzuki Eiji was a fool, he’d of course check if there were any traps or issues with any of the warehouses he used . 
 
   Furthermore, if it was the player’s first time as a warehouse then there was all the more reason to be wary against them . 
 
   “So what happened to you?”
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin acted in front of the actor . 
 
   “I was betrayed by someone I believed in…”
 
   The moment he saw Kim Woo-jin’s expression, Jo Han-ho, who was the one speaking to him, nodded . 
 
   “So it’s a fugitive story then . ”
 
   It was thanks to his genuine expression that no further explanation was needed . 
 
   Just like that, Jo Han-ho nodded at Kim Woo-jin, fully believing him . 
 
   “Make your friend pay the price for betraying you, and force them to live a hard life in the future . Tell me if you ever need help . ”
 
   He raised his thumb in front of Kim Woo-jin who didn’t respond . 
 
   ‘Yes, he has to pay for betraying the world . ’
 
   The reason Kim Woo-jin was there was in fact because his answer was more fitting than most would believe . 
 
   Creak!
 
   They arrived at their destination . 
 
   “Get off!”
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   At the foot of the Mindongsan Mountain, where no trees could be found, was a dungeon gate, appearing as though monsters would come pouring out of it at any moment . 
 
   Slowly, a rundown bus drove up to the dungeon gate . 
 
   “Get off!”
 
   As the voice rang out, people on the bus began to step off one by one, quite similar to the appearance of prisoners stepping out of a convoy arriving at a prison . 
 
   “Team leader, the warehouses are here . ”
 
   A subordinate of Suzuki Eiji, who was observing the scene from a distance, reported the situation . 
 
   But instead of answering, Suzuki Eiji pointed toward the satellite phone he held to his face with his right hand and then put his left index finger to his lips . 
 
   The subordinate closed his mouth . 
 
   “Yes . I understand . I’ll prepare . ”
 
   Soon after, the subordinate carefully and hesitantly asked Suzuki Eiji a question . 
 
   “Who was it?” (TL: In english, the text seems rude and unlike something a subordinate would say, but this was in fact asked in a deferential way)
 
   “The Queen wants us to adjust our leveling pace . ”
 
   When he heard this, the subordinate’s expression became slightly fierce . 
 
   It was the expression of a hunting dog, who had been unable to fill his stomach with the food he was given so far, was given new prey . 
 
   “Who is the next target?”
 
   “Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   However when the name Kim Woo-jin came out, the man’s fierce expression became a bit dull . It seemed he had never heard that name before . 
 
   It was understandable . 
 
   Suzuki Eiji and his team were the hunting dogs the Messiah Guild sent to hunt fierce tigers, many of whom were pretty famous, though it was not rare for them to not know the person . 
 
   “Well, we’ll know when we see him, he doesn’t appear to be a simple guy . ”
 
   In fact, the fact that they were ordered to wait and hunt this person was evidence that this Kim Woo-jin was not an ordinary person . 
 
   “It’s fine like this . ”
 
   Of course, that didn’t mean that they were gonna ponder about it for a long time . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “If the order comes, we just have to hunt . ”
 
   No matter who the prey was, no one would doubt Suzuki Eiji and his team’s ability to hunt that person . 
 
   This had always been the case . 
 
   Hence, Suzuki Eiji didn’t even bother to discuss this Kim Woo-jin any further . 
 
   “How are the warehouses?”
 
   “There was no special signal from our actor so we can proceed with the dungeon attack . ”
 
   At his subordinate’s words, Suzuki Eiji nodded . 
 
   “Then tell everyone to get ready for the dungeon . ”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “I’ll kill anyone who screams in the C+ rank Dungeon . ”
 
   …
 
   “Kuak!”
 
   When Suzuki Eiji entered the dungeon, the first thing that greeted him was the screams of someone gradually moving away . 
 
   [Defeat all the Red Orcs to advance to the next floor . ]
 
   Subsequently, the notification of the conditions to clear the first floor sounded in his ear . It was also the reminder that no more players could enter the dungeon . 
 
   Of course, Suzuki Eiji didn’t pay much attention to the notification, instead he grabbed one of the men near him and pulled them closed . 
 
   “What’s going on?”
 
   “As soon as one of the warehouses came in, he killed one of our teammates and ran off with two others . ”
 
   It was then that he realized that the screams he’d heard were actually the screams of his subordinates . 
 
   “Shall we chase?”
 
   Suzuki Eiji didn’t answer his subordinate’s ensuing question, instead he walked over to the corpse on the ground . 
 
   It was not difficult to figure out the cause of death . 
 
   It would be weird to ask how he died after seeing his head detached from his body . 
 
   Nevertheless Suzuki Eiji carefully examined the corpse to properly identify how he died . 
 
   ‘He cut the skin by putting the knife in the gap before breaking the neck and cutting it . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The information he got from his observations made Suzuki Eiji convinced . 
 
   ‘This is someone who knows how to properly kill a player . ’
 
   The person who’d come in with them was clearly targeting him and his subordinates, this was not just some bloody murderer, instead it was a sufficiently competent and well trained person . 
 
   As he had such thoughts, Suzuki Eiji quickly gave an order to his men . 
 
   “Clean this up . ”
 
   His subordinates moved quite swiftly . 
 
   Chulong!
 
   Shick!
 
   They all drew their weapons and pointed them toward the warehouses that they had hired . 
 
   “Huh? Wh-, what the hell?!”
 
   “Wa-, wait!”
 
   “Kuuh!”
 
   “Kuak!”
 
   While the warehouse players, who had been stunned by the sudden change of situation were frozen, two people were stabbed and fell to the floor with bloody screams . 
 
   “Huh? Uh! Hey! Wa-, wait! I have a different contract!”
 
   Jo Han-ho, who had been hired separately also could not avoid being cut down . 
 
   “Fuck!”
 
   Of course, the threatened players also attempted to counter attack, after all they were still players whose skills and abilities were outside the scope of the ordinary people . 
 
   It would be strange for those who committed horrendous crimes and were able to escape the hands of the government and live like low end demons in the Special District to just roll over and die . 
 
   “Hey, you bastards!”
 
   “Attack!”
 
   They immediately counterattacked and the clearing soon became a hell like battlefield, but Suzuki Eiji paid no attention to it . 
 
   In his eyes, the mouse could freely attack and bite the lion, but it could never kill a lion . 
 
   Based on Suzuki Eiji’s observations, the difference between his subordinates and the warehouses was even more than that . 
 
   Evidence in that the warehouses treated themselves like rats in the first place . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   What filled Suzuki Eiji’s mind instead was the battle ahead . 
 
   ‘You killed one person and captured two…’
 
   As soon as the attacker entered the dungeon, they dealt with three and then ran away without engaging further . 
 
   ‘Meaning they intend for this to be a protracted battle . ’
 
   It was paving the path with a long term battle in mind . 
 
   And that was the standard procedure . 
 
   In order for the weaker to eat the stronger, they had to dig a trap and slowly nibble away at the stronger’s strength . 
 
   ‘There’s no reason for us to accept their dog fight . ’
 
   Conversely, from the strong’s perspective, they simply needed to avoid it . 
 
   Cleaning up the warehouses now was also a part of that avoidance, as it eliminated any other unknown variables . 
 
   ‘The first thing to do is take our time and find out who this is . ’
 
   While Suzuki Eiji was planning to deal with this new opponent, and his men were busy battling the warehouses, a change occurred . 
 
   “Team leader!”
 
   “What’s going on?”
 
   “Th-, there! Go-, a Golem is coming!”
 
   “What?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s second attack had begun . 
 
   What is the best timing to hunt other players?
 
   Kim Woo-jin could answer this question without the slightest hesitation . 
 
   Immediately after entering a dungeon was the best time to attack a player . 
 
   Without a doubt . As soon as they entered a dungeon, players immediately focused on their surroundings . 
 
   It meant that at that moment, they didn’t pay attention to what those around them were doing . 
 
   Moreover, players who had just entered the dungeon would not have any formations or built any positions . 
 
   Most crucially however, was the fact that most players had never been attacked the moment they entered a dungeon . 
 
   As always, you cannot cope properly without experience . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘A preemptive strike is always valid . ’
 
   Aiming for this gap was one of Kim Woo-jin’s specialties . 
 
   In fact, before returning to the past, when Kim Woo-jin hid his name and affiliation and played as a hunting dog, nearly half of the players he hunted were killed within an hour of entering the dungeon gate . 
 
   For Kim Woo-jin, the ‘Hunting Dog’, the hour after entering the dungeon was the golden time for him to hunt anything . 
 
   The problem was that after returning to the past, the strength he had was incomparable to the strength he had before . 
 
   At the same time he had many conditions for his skills . 
 
   Without any sacrifices, he had no skeletons, no blood weapons or corpse explosions and so he was forced to use the golden time to instead make preparations and build up power for his first strike . 
 
   [The Book of the Dead has been opened . ]
 
   [10 Pages are currently filled . ]
 
   However the Book of the Dead had made all of that a story of the past . 
 
   [Page 1 has been destroyed . A Skeleton Soldier that had been sealed within has been released . ]
 
   [Page 2 has been destroyed . A Skeleton Soldier that had been sealed within has…]
 
   With the Book of the Dead, he had been able to summon 10 skeletons in a minute . 
 
   [The effect of Ruler of the Battlefield has been superimposed to the maximum . ]
 
   [The Black Bone effect has been applied . ]
 
   These were the strongest Skeleton Soldiers that he had at his disposal . 
 
   And there was still one card he had that could be used without the need for sacrifice . 
 
   “Summon Golem . ”
 
   [A Golem has been Summoned . ]
 
   A very powerful subordinate of the Messiah Guild would instead be a gift for him . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin measured the time since he’d entered the dungeon and soon figured out that it had been 3 minutes since he’d entered the dungeon . 
 
   However the number that stayed in his mind was not 3, instead . 
 
   “57 minutes left . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin was planning to finish his hunt within the golden time, just as he had in the past . 
 
   (TL: I have a feeling that this battle will be super intense *-* )
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   A well trained hunting dog focused all it’s senses on carrying out an order as soon as it was received . 
 
    
 
   So were Suzuki Eiji’s men . 
 
    
 
   They were well trained to the extent that they focused on carrying out his orders the moment they were told to clean up . 
 
    
 
   Kung!
 
    
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
    
 
   ‘What the?’
 
    
 
   So it was not because they were incompetent that they only noticed the Golem when it was already near to them . 
 
    
 
   Rather it was proof that they were a competent bunch .  
 
    
 
   “A Golem?”
 
    
 
   “It’s a Golem!”
 
    
 
   However their response to the new situation also showcased their competence . 
 
    
 
   “Use your heavy weapons to deal damage!”
 
    
 
   “Destroy the legs first!”
 
    
 
   In their eyes, the Golem’s weakness would be its legs which had to carry the weight of it’s huge body . Plus the defense of its legs would be much weaker in comparison to it’s huge 4 meter large frame . 
 
    
 
   There was no need to discuss . 
 
    
 
   They didn’t even have to discuss who would attack it or not . 
 
    
 
   “I’m going!”
 
    
 
   “Me too!”
 
    
 
   Immediately, tanks wearing heavy armor sprinted toward the Golem, two of them with the halo of the Undying Fighter . 
 
    
 
   “Inventory!”
 
    
 
   “Inventory!”
 
    
 
   One of the players threw away the large sword in his hand and reached into his inventory to retrieve a large hammer . 
 
    
 
   ‘It’s over . ’
 
    
 
   Everyone who saw this and did not have any doubts that the Golem would be a pile of dust in 30 seconds or less . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
    
 
   In other words, everyone’s attention was focused on the Golem . 
 
    
 
   Boom!
 
    
 
   It was at that moment that the skeletons began their attack .  
 
    
 
   “Uh?”
 
    
 
   “Uh!”
 
    
 
   Suzuki Eiji’s men, as well as those who they had been attacking were stunned by the sudden appearance of the Skeleton Soldiers . Moreover, these skeletons were very different from the Golem . 
 
    
 
   ‘Are they players?’
 
    
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers were completely armored and at first glance it was easy to mistake them for actual players . 
 
    
 
   ‘Where did eleven people come from?’
 
    
 
   From their perspective it was weird for eleven people to suddenly emerge and this is what caused them to be stunned . 
 
    
 
   ‘What is this?’
 
    
 
   Even Suzuki Eiji couldn’t help the stunned expression that went across his face for a moment . 
 
    
 
   Their surprise caused they’re reactions to slow down momentarily . 
 
    
 
   Suzuki Eiji had been unable to give his men orders, and his subordinates, without order, waited for the Skeletons to arrive .  
 
    
 
   ‘Damn it!’
 
    
 
   ‘I have to stop this!’
 
    
 
   Moreover, the two men who’d normally have played the part as tanks to stop the skeletons had switched their weapons and were now fighting the Golem . 
 
    
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers who were much faster than the Golem and also much more clever than the Golem were able to close the gap . 
 
    
 
   Boom!
 
    
 
   The skeletons immediately narrowed the distance to their targets in an instant, their weapons finding the gaps within their armor with ease . 
 
    
 
   Puuk!
 
    
 
   Puuk!
 
    
 
   Immediately from the skeleton’s surprise attacks, blood spilled following a piercing sound . 
 
    
 
   Suzuki Eiji’s men became bloody in an instant . 
 
    
 
   “Wake up!”
 
    
 
   Of course, there were no fatalities . 
 
    
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Even for the powerful Skeleton Soldiers, it was impossible for them to kill fully armored level 50 players with just a few cuts and stabs . 
 
    
 
   However the skeletons didn’t need to give them fatal wounds . 
 
    
 
   [Your blood has become fog and has begun to spread quickly . ]
 
    
 
   The bloody fog which began to flow out from Kim Woo-jin’s body, who was hiding behind the skeletons, was enough to hurt them . 
 
    
 
   [You have been afflicted by Blood Poison . ]
 
    
 
   In a short period of time, Kim Woo-jin’s surroundings became filled with bloody fog .  
 
    
 
   [The Power of Apophis is in motion . ]
 
    
 
   [The Needle Snake’s poison accumulated in your body has made the Blood Poison stronger . ]
 
    
 
   The presence of the poisonous Blood Fog which was formed from the potent EX rank Blood Poison mixed with the venom of the Needle Snake was so powerful that the effect was inevitable . 
 
    
 
   “Huk!”
 
    
 
   “Po-, there’s poison too!”
 
    
 
   “Get out of the fog!”
 
    
 
   The moment the open wounds were exposed to the poisonous fog, the players who had already expended a lot of energy fighting were stunned at the fierce toxicity . 
 
    
 
   In addition, the blood fog did not distinguish who to attack . 
 
    
 
   “Ugh!”
 
    
 
   “Uhhh…”
 
    
 
   It covered both the players under Suzuki Eiji, and the warehouse players that they were fighting . 
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t put much thought into this either . 
 
    
 
   ‘All of the people here must be killed . ’
 
    
 
   None of them could be allowed to escape to tell the world what happened . 
 
    
 
   Even if they promised not to, Kim Woo-jin was determined that there would not be a single other survivor other than himself . 
 
    
 
   “That man! The one making the bloody fog! He isn’t a skeleton!”
 
    
 
   “It’s a mask! He’s wearing a skeleton mask!”
 
    
 
   If a survivor escaped, he would be exposed immediately . 
 
    
 
   “Isaac?”
 
    
 
   “Oh my God! It’s Isaac Ivanov!”
 
    
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Then Needle Snake Hunter!”
 
    
 
   Isaac Ivanov, the hero who once saved the members of the Messiah Guild was now looking at them . 
 
    
 
   ‘It’s Isaac Ivanov?’
 
    
 
   Suzuki Eiji’s expression became serious as he saw this . It would be odd if the Messiah Guild’s hunting dog didn’t know the man who’d come to the rescue of the Messiah Guild . 
 
    
 
   ‘But why?’
 
    
 
   Of course he had no reason to be here . 
 
    
 
   But the reason wasn’t important . 
 
    
 
   What was important was that Isaac Ivanov’s power had been recognized by the Messiah Guild, and only Suzuki Eiji and his team could stop him . 
 
    
 
   ‘I have to deal with this . ’
 
    
 
   Suzuki Eiji made his move almost reflexively . 
 
    
 
   Sususu!
 
    
 
   He quickly narrowed the distance between him and Kim Woo-jin . 
 
    
 
   Woowoong!
 
    
 
   As the distance narrowed, a katana that appeared in his hands began to let out a loud noise while emitting a bright white aura . 
 
    
 
   The Cutting(切斷) skill . This light signified the use of a unique skill which greatly increased the cutting power of the weapon it was used on . 
 
    
 
   The ensuing attack was one that few would dare to attempt to stop . But Suzuki Eiji had a different thought . 
 
    
 
   ‘He will stop me . ’
 
    
 
   That Kim Woo-jin would be able to stop him . 
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   In order for him to stop the battle, he had to face him directly . 
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   He became more convinced in his thoughts when his eyes met Kim Woo-jin’s, who’d turned to face him as he grew closer . 
 
    
 
   ‘Come!’
 
    
 
   But contrary to his expectations, Kim Woo-jin turned his gaze away again after giving him a glance . 
 
    
 
   ‘Ignored?’
 
    
 
   Kim Woo-jin had ignored Suzuki Eiji’s advance . 
 
    
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Boom!
 
    
 
   Instead, it was a Skeleton Soldier which appeared and blocked him with the blade in its hand . 
 
    
 
   Clang!
 
    
 
   The sword wielded by the skeleton knocked against Suzuki Eiji’s armor . 
 
    
 
   Shik!
 
    
 
   At the same time, the sword wielded by Suzuki Eiji neatly cut the shoulder of the Skeleton Soldier through the Needle Snakeskin Armor . 
 
    
 
   If it was a regular player it would’ve been a fatal injury even if they had not immediately died . 
 
    
 
   Boom!
 
    
 
   However the Skeleton Soldier simply stabilized itself quickly and sent another attack toward Suzuki Eiji who reciprocated with an attack of his own . 
 
    
 
   Clang!
 
    
 
   The two blades clashed with each other loudly and at the same time the Skeleton soldier faltered . 
 
    
 
   This was because the difference between the two was too big to be explained simply . 
 
    
 
   Of course, the subsequent engagement could no longer be called a fight . 
 
    
 
   Puk!
 
    
 
   Suzuki Eiji kicked the faltering skeleton and cut at it as it became even more unbalanced . 
 
    
 
   Shik!
 
    
 
   It took no more than 10 seconds for its right arm, right leg and neck to be severed . 
 
    
 
   “Kuk!”
 
    
 
   Additionally, it was the same amount of time for the long sword wielded by Kim Woo-jin to cut one of Suzuki Eiji’s subordinates in half . 
 
    
 
   It was the moment when Kim Woo-jin and Suzuki Eiji exchanged each other’s men at a one to one ratio . 
 
    
 
   At that moment, their eyes met again, and once again, Kim Woo-jin ignored Suzuki Eiji . 
 
    
 
   Boom!
 
    
 
   Instead a new skeleton appeared before him to interrupt his advance . 
 
    
 
   ‘Is that it?’
 
    
 
   This didn’t make Suzuki Eiji angry, instead his expression became more serious . 
 
    
 
   ‘Not a long term battle, but exhaustion?’
 
    
 
   It was at that moment that he grasped the plan of Kim Woo-jin . 
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   ‘He noticed . ’
 
   The moment that Suzuki Eiji made a cold expression instead of one of anger toward him, told Kim Woo-jin that his plan had been noticed .  
 
   As expected by Suzuki Eiji, Kim Woo-jin did not plan to fight him here today . 
 
   The reason was quite simple . 
 
   ‘It’s best to not fight a losing battle . ’ 
 
   And that was because Suzuki Eiji was currently much stronger than Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   The situation was very different from the one with Yang Ji-hoo . The difference in levels between them was quite high .  
 
   Currently, Suzuki Eiji was level 55, more than 10 levels higher than Kim Woo-jin .  
 
   There was also the difference in skill and experience . It was evident from the way the Messiah Guild treated the two . 
 
   If Yang Ji-hoo had had more experience and better skills than Suzuki Eiji, then he would’ve been their Hunting Dog instead . 
 
   In the end, Suzuki Eiji was the one chosen . 
 
   ‘Blood Poison doesn’t work against Lancelot’s Ring . ’
 
   No negative effect worked against the legendary item, also called Lake’s Ring . 
 
   ‘The King of Poison knew that . ’
 
   It was the biggest reason why the King of Poison targeted the Knights of the Round Table in the past .  
 
   Lancelot’s Ring was the achilles heel of the King of Poison . 
 
   Of course, this was done intentionally by the Messiah Guild .  
 
   They had the antidote in the form of Lancelot’s Ring, so they weren’t afraid to use the weapon known as the King of Poison . 
 
   And Kim Woo-jin would never forget that fact .  
 
   Not only was Suzuki Eiji stronger than himself, but he also couldn’t use Blood Poison, which was one of his trump cards . 
 
   ‘If you’ve already noticed, then it’s meaningless to stick around . ’
 
   So Kim Woo-jin didn’t hesitate .  
 
   “Retreat!” 
 
   As Kim Woo-jin shouted his command, he immediately turned and fled into the forest along with his Skeleton Soldiers .  
 
   …
 
   Twelve people .  
 
   This was the number of team members than Suzuki Eiji had prepared to attack the dungeon . 
 
   The number didn’t have any special meaning . It was simply the hunting dogs who had the required level of experience and alertness that was required for the dungeon . 
 
   The composition of the team was also nothing special . 
 
   Rather, with an average level of 53, their combined power was more than enough to handle this C+ rank dungeon . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   However, three of the twelve were killed immediately after entering .  
 
   Shortly after, six more were killed in the battles which followed . 
 
   Nine people died in an instant and now only three of them remained .  
 
   With this situation, Suzuki Eiji concluded . 
 
   “He is a Necromancer . If we give him time we will be the ones at a disadvantage . ”
 
   They were the ones who would be at a disadvantage in the long run . 
 
   “We have to chase after him . ”
 
   And so Suzuki Eiji and his men began tracking down Kim Woo-jin .  
 
   It was an example of wise judgement on Suzuki Eiji’s part . 
 
   The correct answer that few were able to reach .  
 
   If he were in the same situation that Suzuki Eiji was in right now, Kim Woo-jin himself would have taken the same action . 
 
   There was just one problem . 
 
   [You have connected to a Skeleton . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin could use the Grim Reaper’s Mask to manipulate his tracks .  
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin was the hunting dog more experienced in tracking than anyone else . A clever hunting dog who knew how to track targets, also knew what to do to interfere with tracking . 
 
   “Damn it!”
 
   Faced with Kim Woo-jin’s hard work, Suzuki Eiji was forced to waste his time over and over again . 
 
   And he had to pay for that wasted time as if it was gold .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin once again revealed himself . This time, followed by twenty-five Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
   It had been 3 days since they’d entered the dungeon .  
 
   “Hoo . ”
 
   The appearance of Suzuki Eiji was much calmer than one would expect given his circumstances .  
 
   However, his surroundings were anything but calm . 
 
   Boom! 
 
   Tranquility could not be found as twenty-three Skeleton Soldiers practically burning with fighting spirit .  
 
   “Hoo . ”
 
   Nevertheless, Suzuki Eiji couldn’t appear to be even calmer as he took one deep breath after another .  
 
   And it wasn’t a bluff . 
 
   ‘Death is the only thing that no one can escape from . ’
 
   At this moment, he was intended to fight this battle like his last, prepared to die .  
 
   It was an ice cold decision . 
 
   ‘There’s no reason for me to lose against this group of skeletons . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Over the course of losing all of his twelve men, Suzuki Eiji realised that the Skeleton Soldiers posed no threat to him . 
 
   ‘It’s probably because he’s not confident he can defeat me . ’
 
   At the same time he’d realised that the decision to remove all his subordinates in this way was also a choice made in the end only because he couldn’t defeat him on his own .  
 
   ‘He’s probably thinking the same thing . ’
 
   Finally, Suzuki Eiji knew that Kim Woo-jin’s thoughts would be exactly the same as his .  
 
   “Come out . ”
 
   That’s why Suzuki Eiji called out for Kim Woo-jin, and in the end, he appeared .  
 
   Suzuki Eiji stared for a long time at the skull mask . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov…no, that should be a pseudonym . Is it Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t respond to his question . Because he knew . 
 
   What Suzuki Eiji was doing right now wasn’t to figure out who he was, but to get inside his head . 
 
   ‘Such an insane monster . ’ 
 
   Suzuki Eiji grit his teeth at Kim Woo-jin who didn’t fall for his trick . He admitted that there was nothing he could gain from having a conversation .  
 
   Naturally silence fell over the two sides and in the silence, Suzuki Eiji began to simulate the upcoming battle .  
 
   ‘If I attack him, the Skeleton Soldiers will block me . Then I can get rid of those skeletons . ’
 
   This time, he intended to make use of the technique that Kim Woo-jin had used before . 
 
   ‘His poison doesn’t work on me anyway, so I can go directly to him after destroying his skeletons . ’
 
   He decided to clean up the area before he aimed at the head . 
 
   That was why he purposefully let himself be surrounded . He used himself as bait to get all the skeletons in one place . 
 
   ‘The Skeleton Soldiers are no threat to me . ’
 
   This was a decision after he had carefully tested the strength of the Skeleton Soldiers, it was not something he decided lightly . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked toward Suzuki Eiji who had been brimming with confidence, and said . 
 
   “The Sun’s Protection . ”
 
   [Protection of the Sun has been activated . ]
 
   Along with those words, the golden color of sunlight began exuding from a necklace on Kim Woo-jin’s neck . 
 
   “Aura Field . ”
 
   And with the next spell, the golden light spread out from his body .  
 
   Seeing this, Suzuki Eiji couldn’t help but shout . 
 
   “Gawain’s Necklace!”
 
   Boom!
 
   The battle began with that shout . 
 
   …
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Hoo . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who exhaled for a long time, pulled a japanese style sword from his left thigh .  
 
   Puuk!
 
   After the knife was pulled out, his blood flowed like a fountain . The sight of which would make any viewer cringe in pain .  
 
   “Inventory . ”
 
   However Kim Woo-jin simply took a potion from his inventory with one hand, while applying pressure on the wound with the other hand, his expression unchanged . 
 
   Trickle!
 
   The removed potion was then poured directly onto the wound .  
 
   However the bleeding was not so easily stopped, infact, had it been anyone else, the wound would’ve been fatal .  
 
   After consuming and using a few more potions, Kim Woo-jin managed to slow the bleeding significantly, however the wound was still open .  
 
   But Kim Woo-jin was satisfied with this amount .  
 
   ‘If it wasn’t for my blood skills, I might’ve died here . ’
 
   He could heal the wound away using some of his skills . Of course, Kim Woo-jin couldn’t actually move his body at the moment so he needed to get something to help him . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   Then a skeleton appeared, and around that skeleton was a mountain of bones . 
 
   ‘He was amazing . ’ 
 
   Suzuki Eiji was truly strong . 
 
   If it wasn’t for the book of the dead and if it wasn’t for Gawain’s Necklace, Kim Woo-jin would have been the one lying dead instead at this moment .  
 
   He frowned slightly at that thought . 
 
   ‘I underestimated him . ’
 
   For Kim Woo-jin, even if it was despicable, he much preferred to have a woundless victory rather than this bloody one . 
 
   Nevertheless he’d won and it wasn’t just a victory . 
 
   Rather, this was the most valuable victory he’d had so far . 
 
   [You have connected to a Skeleton . ]
 
   Using a Skeleton Soldier, he retrieved the most valuable item from his victory . A ring that was taken from the body of Suzuki Eiji who had the appearance of a hedgehog with arrows and swords stuck all over his body .  
 
   [Lancelot’s Ring]
 Ranking: Legendary 
    
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 Available for level 1 and higher . 
    
 Description: Lancelot’s ring is a gift from the Queen of the Lake . It has the power to protect its owner from all unclean things 
    
 +100 Magic Power when equipped . 
    
 Grants high resistance to all negative status effects . 
   ‘The Poison King’s Achilles heel is now in my hands . ’
 
   This item was the most valuable evidence of his victory . But that wasn’t all he’d gained from this victory . 
 
   ‘The only thing left was to offer Suzuki Eiji as a sacrifice to Oh Se-chan . ’
 
   Giving Suzuki Eiji’s identity to Oh Se-chan .  
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin did not forget . 
 
   [Eye of Anubis has been activated . ]
 
   That his hunt had yet to truly start . 
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   When Kim Woo-jin stepped out of the dungeon gate, it was none other than the North Korean Army that met him .  
 
   Armed with Type-88 assault rifles and dressed in their military uniforms, anyone who wasn’t wearing uniform would definitely stand out . 
 
   “Oh!”
 
   Naturally they reacted as soon as they saw Kim Woo-jin, they reacted immediately . But there wasn’t any hostility . 
 
   On the contrary, the moment Kim Woo-jin appeared, a fierce looking soldier holding a gun approached Kim Woo-jin politely and handed him a radio . 
 
   He understood the situation immediately when he saw that radio . 
 
   ‘They’re gonna keep recycling it till I die . ’
 
   The radio that the Korean had handed Kim Woo-jin was as familiar to him as one of his Skeleton Soldiers .  
 
   He turned on the radio leisurely .  
 
   -Ahhh . 
 
   As soon as the radio was turned on, Oh Se-chan’s voice could be heard immediately .  
 
   -Why did you touch him?
 
   However, the emotion in Oh Se-chan’s voice wasn’t one that Kim Woo-jin was used to hearing from him . 
 
   Oh Se-chan’s had the least emotion in it that he’d ever heard . 
 
   It was said that the voices of robots were becoming more and more human-like, but when he heard Oh Se-chan’s voice it felt like it was coming from a machine .  
 
   -I hope you don’t say bullshit like ‘I didn’t know who Suzuki Eiji was’ . 
 
   Even when he said more words, he didn’t add any emotion in his voice .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Nevertheless, his intentions were clear .  
 
   The conversation they were to have was not something that could be treated as a joke or prank, so it was important that personal feelings weren’t added to it .  
 
   “He was the Messiah Guild’s hunting dog . ”
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin also didn’t joke or make a flimsy excuse . 
 
   “So I killed him . ”
 
   After he heard that, Oh Se-chan was quiet for a long time, however, Kim Woo-jin did not turn off the radio and waited for Oh Se-chan to speak . 
 
   -Ah, Sorry . 
 
   Soon, Oh Se-chan broke the silence . 
 
   -I was embarrassed for a moment as I couldn’t think of a response to that quickly . 
 
   The tone of Oh Se-chan’s voice when he finally broke the silence, was noticeably different . 
 
   -Honestly, I’ve seen stuff like this in movies, but this is the first time I’ve tried it in real life . It’s harder to do than I thought . And it’s kinda like an asshole . Ah, I’m not saying that I was trying to be an asshole . It just sounded a bit stupid . Right? 
 
   As Oh Se-chan’s voice came through the radio, Kim Woo-jin smiled slightly .  
 
   ‘I want to meet him once . ’
 
   He thought that he’d like to meet Oh Se-chan in person and talk .  
 
   While Kim Woo-jin had this thought, Oh Se-chan’s voice continued . 
 
   -Honestly, I know your intentions . You’re trying to show me that you’re not on the side of the Messiah Guild by killing their favorite hunting dog . That the Messiah Guild is your enemy .  
 
   His assumptions were correct . 
 
   -Also, you wanted to check if I was on the side of the Messiah Guild or not . If I was on their side, I’d have had your head pierced by a sniper rifle round, not given you the radio .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   This was another right answer .  
 
   -Also by doing this you’re proving that you know that those Messiah Guild guys aren’t really heroes trying to save the world .  
 
   And of course, the last thing he said was also correct .  
 
   -So I can’t completely trust you yet . Those guys who play savior to eat the world, they’d make a plausible ally like you just to go after my neck . 
 
   When Oh Se-chan said this, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t surprised, instead he nodded . 
 
   “There’s nothing wrong with being cautious . ”
 
   -I’m not that cautious, but against such an opponent, I don’t have a choice but to stay hidden . At least in my opinion, the Messiah Guild is the greatest villain in the history of humanity .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin had actually expected Oh Se-chan to say something like this . 
 
   ‘He knows well . ’
 
   Out of everyone in the world, Oh Se-chan was probably the person who had seen the true face of the Messiah Guild the most . 
 
   Because of this, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t actually worried .  
 
   If he knew the true face of the Messiah Guild so well then he would never refuse to help . 
 
   -But from my perspective I can’t just tell you to turn away those nice soldiers who came to greet you . After all, they’re working with us . The eyes of the world, the eyes that look for the truth, the way to deal with our enemies, like a city beast . 
 
   It was then .  
 
   -Beasts are all the same . It’s just the fur that is different . Anyway, when we use the payphone to talk, it’s too costly . For short conversations it’s better to use the radio . Let’s finish this so I can grab a bite to eat . I’ve been starving for three hours already .  
 
   -Are you done?
 
   From the radio, Lee Jin-ah’s voice could then be heard .  
 
   -Hey! You guys are talking about something serious huh ! Ah, sorry . That bastard just tackled me . Let’s talk about this when you get back . If you hunt the important members of the Messiah Guild you should get a reward that matches that . I’ll be your new halo . Give and give . What do you say?
 
   Being rewarded for hunting the Messiah Guild’s personnel .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective there was no reason for him to refuse .  
 
   “Then, what is the bounty on Suzuki Eiji’s head?”
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin intended to get a share for Suzuki Eiji while he was at it .  
 
   -He’s the Messiah Guild’s best hunting dog who could easily clear a Two floor dungeon, anyway since it’s a two floor dungeon and since it hadn’t been booked in advance, maybe I can give you a bit extra…(Oh Se-chan)
 
   -Huh, really? Wow, this is really discrimination! Give me some too!
 
   -Hey, really . Hey! Lee Jin-ah! Get off! Get off you bastard! 
 
   As he heard the commotion happening on the other end, Kim Woo-jin didn’t respond . 
 
   ‘Anything is good . ’
 
   There was no reason to refuse whatever was given to him . 
 
   ‘Whatever he gives me, he’ll probably get more than that . ’
 
   At the same time he would have to be satisfied with whatever he was given . 
 
   ‘Because it will be harder from now on . ’
 
   Killing Suzuki Eiji was a different matter from Yang Ji-hoo and Kim Je-hoon . In the eyes of the Messiah Guild, the deaths of Yang Ji-hoo and Kim Je-hoon could be considered accidents . 
 
   But Suzuki Eiji was different . 
 
   He was a hunting dog specially raised by the Messiah . Naturally their vigilance would be very higher as certain boundaries were crossed .  
 
   Under such vigilance, Kim Woo-jin would need to become much stronger to achieve what he wanted .  
 
   ‘It’s still not enough to catch Lee Se-jun . ’
 
   Honestly, he was still very far from capturing his true target Lee Se-jun .  
 
   If he could be satisfied that he had barely managed to hunt Lee Se-jun’s hound, he would not have started his revenge in the first place . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Let’s make a deal . ” 
 
   -Deal?
 
   “Can I get the reward in advance if I decide to hunt someone?”
 
   -You want me to pay in advance before I get any results?
 
   Surprised, Oh Se-chan hesitated for a moment before asking .  
 
   -For what reason?
 
   From Oh Se-chan’s perspective, Kim Woo-jin’s proposal was quite hard to understand .  
 
   If you were good, it was better to receive a bonus after you finished your task . If you were really good, you could get even better results .  
 
   Moreover, in Oh Se-chan’s eyes, Kim Woo-jin was a monster that could no longer be threatened in Two Floor dungeons .  
 
   He thought that Kim Woo-jin was trying to take a loss to become stronger, but even though it was not hard to understand, it was still a bit weird . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s reply was simple . 
 
   “There’s a man I have to kill . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan hesitated a bit before saying .  
 
   -…I don’t want to accept this offer, but something big happened this time too . I’ll give you a big one for Suzuki Eiji and I’ll add a bit extra .  
 
   Oh Se-chan was reluctant to agree to Kim Woo-jin’s request .  
 
   “What big thing happened?”
 
   -The Messiah Guild sent Isaac Ivanov a letter . 
 
   That was because the Messiah Guild’s letter had arrived
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   The Messiah Guild’s letter .  
 
   A letter had come from the Messiah Guild . 
 
   “It looks like an ordinary letter…is this the famous Messiah Guild’s letter?”
 
   However the power of that letter was anything but ordinary . 
 
   “Right, with this simple letter the products and facilities of any company that cooperates with the Messiah guild is free and you can enter 155 countries without needing a visa or passport . You could enter a wide range of forbidden locations . You could even enter the Red Panda cage of the Central Park Zoo . ”
 
   The Messiah Guild’s letter was more powerful than a diplomatic passport issued by certain powers .  
 
   “Well, that’s how those who work with the Messiah Guild to save the world are treated . ” 
 
   It was the content of that letter that made it possible . 
 
   The Messiah Guild’s letter was only sent when they requested the help for someone outside of the guild to clear a dungeon . 
 
   In other words, it was a clear show of the Messiah Guild bowing and asking for cooperation . That was why the holders of the letter had such good treatment . 
 
   “But wouldn’t someone forge one of them then?”
 
   “Even though it looks simple, it has its own ways to prevent forgery or alteration . It has copy protection…hey, don’t waste paper trying to copy it . ”
 
   Of course, the Messiah Guild were not stupid so it was impossible to use their letters to do bad things .  
 
   “Don’t you dare waste paper . Either way, the Messiah Guild wouldn’t just let fake letters go around and be used for bad things would they?”
 
   The ones who would most like react to fake letters would be the Messiah Guild itself . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah nodded at that, swinging the letter in his hand slightly .  
 
   “Well, it doesn’t seem that hard to fool the Messiah Guild anyway . ”
 
   As he heard Lee Jin-ah’s words, Oh Se-chan gave him an odd look . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Do you think the Messiah Guild is stupid? It’s because of Kim Woo-jin that they sent it . ”
 
   Unsurprisingly, the recipient of the letter was none other than Kim Woo-jin or more specifically, Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “He and I are a team . ”
 
   “Didn’t you say you’d go on a hunger strike if I didn’t disband the team?”
 
   “Ah, that was a joke . How could I fight on my own? I’d rather take a swim in lava . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah waved his hand and looked at the contents of the letter again .  
 
   “So what will you do? Are you gonna accept the request for cooperation or not?”
 
   In response to the question, Oh Se-chan responded calmly .  
 
   “The choice is Kim Woo-jin’s . I have no choice but to reluctantly let him make the decision on his own . ”
 
   “Are you scared?”
 
   “Because I don’t trust him fully, he won’t trust me fully . Anyway from the standpoint of defeating Suzuki Eiji . Kim Woo-jin can no longer live under the same sky as the Messiah Guild . And I know all of his secrets . In this situation, do you think he dares to enter the Messiah Guild? What would you do if you were in that position?”
 
   “I wouldn’t join unless I could get a big reward for it . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan laughed at Lee Jin-ah’s answer . 
 
   “What? Am I wrong?”
 
   “No, I think the same . ”
 
   Saying this, Oh Se-chan couldn’t help but think .  
 
   ‘I wonder if Kim Woo-jin has the same thought . ’
 
   He sent the bonus toward Kim Woo-jin along with the letter . 
 
   …
 
   [We need help completing the following dungeon(s) and are requesting Isaac Ivanov to assist us . ]
 
   [Firefox Hunt]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Floors: 2
 
   Difficulty: A+
 
   Maximum number of Entries: 100
 
   Requirements: Level 50 and below
 
   Conditions: Hunt the Firefox
 
   Reward: Catalogue reward and achievement ‘Firefox Hunter’
 
   The moment he checked the contents of the letter, Kim Woo-jin placed it back on the table in front of him .  
 
   ‘It’s finally here . ’
 
   The Firefox Dungeon .  
 
   It was a place that Kim Woo-jin knew very well .  
 
   It would be strange if he hadn’t known the dungeon that made the Messiah Guild write cooperation letters a total of four times . 
 
   Of course, what truly mattered to Kim Woo-jin now, above all else, was that the Messiah Guild had sent a letter to him this time . It was not something that the Messiah Guild would send to just anyone . 
 
   It was a sign of faith that was only sent to those who the Messiah Guild needed and trusted to attack the dungeon . 
 
   ‘Thanks to Oh Se-chan . ’
 
   The Isaac Ivanov identity provided by Oh Se-chan was so airtight that not even the Messiah Guild could find something to suspect .  
 
   ‘Thanks to him I can move more freely . ’
 
   It could be seen by the fact that Kim Woo-jin could move as fast as he wanted .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin became somber . 
 
   ‘The problem is the Firefox . ’
 
   The most important thing needed to act to your heart’s content, more than anything else, was a stage .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘It won’t be easy . ’
 
   No matter how you looked at it, the Firefox Dungeon was a dangerous place to go to . 
 
   As mentioned earlier, the Messiah Guild had sent out letters to hunt the fox four times .  
 
   It’s completely different from the Horned Fox Dungeon .  
 
   In the case of the Horned Fox Dungeon, the Messiah Guild had only worked hard to monopolize the fox’s horns . If they had written letters for the Horned Fox Dungeon, then there would not have been as many casualties .  
 
   That was the power of the Messiah Guild’s letter .  
 
   The fact that the Messiah Guild were willing to put aside their pride and request for help to clear this dungeon proved the difficulty of the dungeon .  
 
   ‘Because no Nine Tailed Fox(Kumiho) was weak . ’
 
   Even Kim Woo-jin knew how terrifying the Firefoxes were . So he pondered over and over .  
 
   ‘If I can’t handle it then I have no choice but to refuse . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin had been willing to give up the opportunity without hesitation because he was unsure .  
 
   ‘I didn’t think I’d have to worry about the Firefox…’
 
   No, in fact, when he’d seen the contents of the letter, Kim Woo-jin had the thought of giving up the right to hunt the fox . 
 
   Now he thought it was funny that he’d had such thoughts . 
 
   [Power of the Pharaoh] 
 
   Requirements: Emissary of the Underworld 
 
   Level: 1 or higher
 
   Effect: Any dead body can be sacrificed
 
   ‘You really make me worry . ’
 
   However the bonus sent by Oh Se-chan made Kim Woo-jin agonize . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘With the Power of the Pharaoh, even the bodies of those I didn’t kill can be sacrificed . ’
 
   The Power of the Pharaoh .  
 
   The effect was simple, the skill allowed him to use bodies to summon skeletons, use blood weapons or make corpse explosions without having to kill them himself .  
 
   The utility of such a skill was not something that could easily be calculated . 
 
   ‘But it still wouldn’t be easy . ’
 
   Nevertheless, Kim Woo-jin didn’t have complete confidence in hunting the Firefox even with that skill . 
 
   At least, that alone wasn’t enough for him to hunt the Firefox . 
 
   ‘I can’t do it alone . ’
 
   Eventually, Kim Woo-jin took out the cellphone he’d received from Oh Se-chan instead of pondering it more .  
 
   Then he made a call . 
 
   -Uh, so did you decide?
 
   “I only want to ask one question . ”
 
   When Oh Se-chan heard what Kim Woo-jin said, he waited for the question . 
 
   “To what extent can Lee Jin-ah die?”
 
   -What does that mean?
 
   “How many limbs can be cut off before it’s dangerous or how many degrees of burns can his body take before it’s dangerous?”
 
   -Ah! Wait a minute . He’s right next to me, I’ll ask him . Hey, Jin-ah! Can you withstand a few burns…hey! Where are you going? (
 
   There was commotion on the other end for a while before Oh Se-chan answered . 
 
   -Just kill him in the dungeon . 
 
   That was the end of Kim Woo-jin’s concerns . He gave his response to Oh Se-chan immediately . 
 
   “Tell the Messiah Guild I accept the offer . ”
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   [The Japanese Government approves the Messiah Guild’s attack on the Hokkaido Dungeon!]
 
   [The Hokkaido Firefox Dungeon has been transferred to the Messiah Guild!]
 
   [The rank is A+ Rank! The Messiah Guild aiming for another Legendary Item!]
 
   The Firefox Dungeon was an A+ rank Dungeon that had appeared in Hokkaido, Japan .  
 
   The moment the Japanese Government transferred the rights of the dungeon to the Messiah Guild, the news spread very rapidly around the world . It was quite an amazing event . 
 
   In an era where the value of an A+ dungeon could not even be truly estimated . Japan giving the dungeon in their country over to the Messiah Guild from Korea was considered no different from giving an enemy one of the most powerful weapons in your country . 
 
   But interestingly, the world was not surprised by this . 
 
   -Great job Messiah!
 
   -I believe only in the Messiah!
 
   -Of course it must be given to the Messiah . 
 
   They took it for granted that the Japanese government had allowed the Messiah Guild to attack the dungeon, and even the public opinion in Japan was not opposed to their actions .  
 
   What this meant was simple . 
 
   Now that the fact that these things were given to the Messiah Guild was taken for granted, it meant that the influence and presence of the Messiah Guild as well as the expectations that the world held toward them was incredibly large .  
 
   Moreover, the Messiah Guild did not spare the use of its influence . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild’s letter appears!]
 
   [The Messiah Guild asks for help to save the world!]
 
   Immediately after they sent out their cooperation letters, the Messiah Guild began mass-promoting it .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Global Media outlets such as CNN, FOX and the New York Times, even Google cheered for the heroes who’d received the Messiah Guild’s letters . 
 
   The cheers were so powerful, that the recipients of the letters had no choice but to respond to this invitation .  
 
   The Messiah Guild had effectively shackled the ones they invited through the strategic use of the media . 
 
   [The First Needle Snake Hunter Isaac Ivanov also receives a letter from the Messiah Guild!]
 
   [Will the man who once saved the Messiah Guild come to save them again?]
 
   Among the names announced was Kim Woo-jin’s alias . 
 
   The names were announced for all the people in the world to see . 
 
   “Fucking really . ”
 
   On the other hand, the alias of Lee Jin-ah was nowhere to be seen even if one tried to find it . 
 
   “This is bullshit . Without me, he would’ve never caught the Horned Fox! I did it! I got a hole in my stomach!”
 
   As Lee Jin-ah was naturally complaining loudly to him, Oh Se-chan, instead of responding, threw something at him . 
 
   “You’re noisy, try this on . ”
 
   It was a mask . 
 
   “Why so suddenly?”
 
   “I feel like if I talk to you while looking at your bare face, I’ll throw up the lunch I had not so long ago . ”
 
   When he heard those words, Lee Jin-ah’s expression became odd as if he heard something very strange . 
 
   “What’s wrong with my face? It’s so manly and wonderful . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan also made an odd expression . 
 
   “Are you being serious?”
 
   “I’ve never been called ugly before have I?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “I have . Which crazy person would tell you that you’re ugly to your face? When I first met you, I thought you should be a psychiatrist for anger issues . Any anger issue would be controlled just by looking at your face . Try the mask on anyway . We’ve made quite a few improvements to it this time . “
 
   When he heard the word ‘improvement’ Lee Jin-ah immediately put the mask on . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Immediately after putting the mask on, it seemed to become firmly attached to his skin . 
 
   “Does it feel completely different?”
 
   “We applied new technology . Now even your expressions would be the same . The texture is also more natural to an extent and the durability has been increased . It also has better resistance to heat now too . It was made especially for you . The unit cost of production is…so how does it feel?”
 
   “Wonderful . ”
 
   As he heard Lee Jin-ah’s words, Oh Se-chan took something else out of his bag . 
 
   What he took out was rolled like a bandage and looked very similar to the material of the mask . 
 
   “What’s that?”
 
   “It’s therapeutic artificial skin . It’s made with Troll’s blood, Doppelganger skin and a few other materials that aid recovery . It’s good to put it on your skin after you’ve been burned . ”
 
   At the word burn, Lee Jin-ah’s face stiffened, his expression very clear through the mask .  
 
   “Damn it, you’re as tricky as a real Firefox . ”
 
   Because he could already tell why Oh Se-chan was so thoroughly prepared for heat and burn injuries . 
 
   At that, Oh Se-chan made a playful expression . 
 
   “It won’t be easy . ”
 
   “Yeah yeah, well it would be funny if it was easy to hold hands with a fireball and do a dance . ”
 
   “It’s because I don’t think it’ll end just at the level of dancing . You experienced it before with the Needle Snake . An A+ dungeon is that simple . It’ll be the same for the Firefox . If there was only the risk of light burns, it wouldn’t be an A+ dungeon . ”
 
   When he heard the words of Oh Se-chan, Lee Jin-ah could only sigh helplessly .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Just give me the details . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah knew that the dungeon attack was not going to be easy .  
 
   “The good thing is that my partner is Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   If his partner had not been Kim Woo-jin then Lee Jin-ah would not have entered the dungeon even if they were to beat him to death .  
 
   “Kim Woo-jin’s power has gotten stronger . ”
 
   At this, Lee Jin-ah nodded . 
 
   “The Power of the Pharaoh right? That would be great . Now he can use the bodies that others kill too . ” 
 
   Knowing the power of the power of the Pharaoh and the power of Kim Woo-jin, Lee Jin-ah could already tell the utility of such a skill . It was the same for Oh Se-chan, which is why he gave the skill to him . 
 
   “That’s true, but the Book of the Dead is the real cheat code . ”
 
   However, Oh Se-chan looked at the Book of the Dead more than the Power of the Pharaoh . 
 
   “That’s scary too . ”
 
   “No, it’s even worse than you think . ”
 
   “Yeah?”
 
   “Am I not right? With the Book of the Dead couldn’t he easily summon the strongest skeletons he could make?”
 
   “Right . It doesn’t need sacrifices, he could summon skeletons immediately that way . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan gave a laugh at Lee Jin-ah’s answer . 
 
   It was because Lee Jin-ah didn’t understand what was truly scary about that skill . 
 
   “You don’t need the Book of the Dead to do that . The real scary part is that Kim Woo-jin can summon the strongest Skeleton Soldiers . ”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Lee Jin-ah still didn’t understand, so Oh Se-chan explained to him . 
 
   “The reality is that depending on the dungeon, he can equip his skeletons as much as he wants in real time . Like an Ironman suit . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin had become a terrifying monster . 
 
   “The only difference is that Tony Stark in this world is me . ”
 
   It was just how amazing he was . 
 
   “I don’t know if that’s what he was aiming for, but found the best supporter . ”
 
   WooWoong!
 
   As Oh Se-chan explained to Lee Jin-ah with a smile, a cellphone in the corner began to ring loudly while vibrating . 
 
   “See, he can’t do anything without me . Oh, right . Mr . Kim Woo-jin . What do you need?”
 
   However, his smile didn’t last very long . 
 
   “Huh? Money?”
 
   Oh Se-chan took a deep breath after hearing the amount that was requested as a loan . 
 
   “Wait, I’m in an important meeting with a very important person right now . How important is it…the fate of the world is at stake, uh, yeah, that’s how important it is . He’s a great man . I’ll call you back later . But don’t wait . It’s a meeting concerning the fate of the world so it doesn’t always end in a day . Then Adios!”
 
   Oh Se-chan who’d hung up the phone couldn’t help but grumble . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah laughed at his face . 
 
   “You’re really a great supporter . ”
 
   “Kim Woo-jin earned about 10 billion from the dungeon attack, but he still wants to borrow more . Where do you think he wants to spend it?”
 
   “Where?”
 
   To the question, Oh Se-chan gave an answer like it was natural . 
 
   “He must want to equip a skeleton . ”
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   (TL: Small note before we start, I misinterpreted something in CH86 . I translated it as the Messiah Guild sending only four letters, but in fact, it was that they sent letters four times . So each time letters are sent, there are a relatively large number of players who receive . This is to clear up any misunderstanding you might have in this chapter)
 
   For Kim Woo-jin, time had always been more precious than money . 
 
   After returning to the past, the time he had was tighter and even more precious .  
 
   Nevertheless, Kim Woo-jin did not spare precious time in his preparation for the hunt . 
 
   This was because he always believed that time spent preparing could then be subtracted from the time spent during the actual hunt .  
 
   It was the same now . 
 
   -At the Okurayama Ski Jump Stadium in Sapporo Prefecture, Hokkaido players are gathering for the Firefox Hunt one by one . 
 
   -It is not long before the heroes who will save the world gather here in the Sapporo Prefecture!
 
   Kim Woo-jin spent his time preparing for the dungeon even though it was just around the corner . 
 
   He spared no time . 
 
   Like an italian craftsman, he covered a Skeleton Soldier with leather made from the skin of the  Horned Fox . His skill in creating custom equipment for his skeletons would have amazed the world .  
 
   ‘I’m barely ready . ’
 
   Soon his preparations were complete . 
 
   [Tomorrow is the day the Firefox Dungeon Hunt starts!!]
 
   A day till the hunt began .  
 
   The dungeon was imminent, nevertheless, Kim Woo-jin was satisfied . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘I’m ready now . ’
 
   The Firefox, the confidence that he could hunt this monster, filled his heart . 
 
   …
 
   The Okurayama Ski Jump Stadium was located in Sapporo Prefecture, Hokkaido .  
 
   In Mid-August, this place, which should’ve been quiet and deserted at this time, was filled to the brim with people and media from all around the world as if it was hosting the Olympics, it was even filled with relay equipment from broadcasting companies .  
 
   “Wow!”
 
   “Oh my God!”
 
   The people there were bursting with enthusiasm . 
 
   “Linlin! It’s Linlin, the record maker who is breaking all the records in Taiwan!”
 
   “Look, it’s the Japanese star Sasaki!”
 
   On the day of the dungeon attack, the crowd couldn’t help but express their admiration for the famous players that were appearing one after another . 
 
   The players who would be participating in the Firefox Hunt were on a completely different level . 
 
   “All the next-gen heroes are here . ”
 
   “It was verified that they received the Messiah Guild’s letters . ”
 
   But the ones who really got the crowd to cheer for them weren’t just the star players, but the players who had come here to help save the world . 
 
   Of course, the biggest cheers were for them . 
 
   “It’s the Messiah Guild!”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “The Messiah Guild is here!”
 
   The crowd became even more enthusiastic when the Messiah Guild, who were considered as the saviors of the world, finally made an appearance . 
 
   “God, please give them strength . ”
 
   Some people even went down on their knees, clasped their hands and prayed for the players of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   The Saviors . 
 
   The players who had already arrived began to greet them politely . 
 
   “Nice to meet you . I’m Linlin . ”
 
   “It was an honor to receive the letter . I’m Sasaki from the Musa Guild . ”
 
   Everyone stopped whatever they were doing and began to express their appreciation to the Messiah Guild . At the same time, envy was obvious in their eyes as they looked at the members of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   The Messiah Guild was also an idol for the players that were gathered there . 
 
   They’d received a letter from this idol and came here confidently so it would be strange if they weren’t excited .  
 
   “Thank you very much for coming . ”
 
   The Messiah Guild also willingly accepted their greetings . 
 
   They were willing to open their hearts to anyone who came after receiving their letters . 
 
   “Guildmaster Lee Se-jun directly asked me to thank you all personally . ”
 
   “No no . Compared to his sacrifices, we are just…” 
 
   Even God-like beings were willing to acknowledge them, they were overflowing with joy . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “Huh!”
 
   The Messiah Guild members’ lofty aura faded away and another presence seemed to take its place . 
 
   Then someone shouted . 
 
   “Isaac!”
 
   From that shout, everyone began to erupt . 
 
   “It’s Isaac Ivanov!”
 
   “The First Needle Hunter!”
 
   “The Necromancer Isaac!”
 
   This interest wasn’t only unique to the crowd . As even the players were paying attention to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   At that moment it was as if the entire world was focused solely on Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Such concentrated attention was enough to kill some people . However Kim Woo-jin did not have much reaction to the eyes . 
 
   It would be strange for Kim Woo-jin, who used to be exposed to such expectations and admiration on a daily basis, to be affected . 
 
   ‘It was the same back then . ’
 
   Rather it was a very disastrous feeling that was filling Kim Woo-jin’s heart at that moment . 
 
   ‘All of these sacrifices are just for your ambitions . ’
 
   The expectations of all the people gathered here, some who were even desperate enough to pray, and the fact that all these players had come with great determination even at the risk of their own lives, were just to satisfy the ambitions of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   It was horrific . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   In the face of such misery, Kim Woo-jin could only clench his teeth tightly . 
 
   Of course, this didn’t mean that Kim Woo-jin had any sympathy toward the people who were gathered here and the others tricked by the Messiah Guild . 
 
   He simply intended to do his best, he never had any intention to embrace their hope, faith or determination . 
 
   ‘Lee Se-jun, I’ll remove your mask soon . ’
 
   The only reason Kim Woo-jin was willing to make sacrifices to save the world and those who’d come here was simply to remove the mask from Lee Se-jun and kill him . Nothing else . 
 
   “Let’s go to the gate!”
 
   So without any hesitation, Kim Woo-jin headed toward the dungeon gate .  
 
   This action left many confused and questioning for quite some time . 
 
   “Oh, is it time already…”
 
   “The time has come . ”
 
   Now, it was time to leave . 
 
   ‘Yeah, it’s not like the monsters would wait for us in real life anyway . ’
 
   ‘It’s the spirit of the Messiah Guild to clear dungeons as soon as possible . ’
 
   ‘He doesn’t need words, so amazing . ’
 
   All those who’d tried to greet Kim Woo-jin were met with his determination instead of anything else . 
 
   This determination affected them as well . 
 
   The Firefox Dungeon had officially begun . 
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   When players from different guilds enter dungeons together, their reactions are always the same .  
 
   After they receive the notification about the conditions to clear the first floor, they would gather together with their Guild members and start discussing .  
 
   Though there wasn’t anything special to discuss .  
 
   Be wary of this person, be careful with this person, get rid of this person, ignore this person, do not help this person .  
 
   [To pass the first floor you must cut a tree that has been struck by lightning . ]
 
   All 100 members who entered the Firefox Dungeon gathered together the moment they got the notification . 
 
   “A tree that was hit by lightning?”
 
   “It’s a search quest . ”
 
   “This isn’t too bad . We’ll be able to adjust our condition sufficiently before we move on the next floor . ”
 
   However, the reaction of the Messiah Guild and the players they invited was different from the usual cases .  
 
   Firstly, the discussion was different .  
 
   “Does anyone have any opinions?”
 
   “Does anyone need an interpreter?”
 
   “If you don’t know the public signals, learn them now!”
 
   Rather than whispering in their own groups, everyone spoke loudly as if they were competing to see who was more talkative and loud . 
 
   Korean, English, Chinese and Japanese were messily mixed together as though no one cared . 
 
   One way or the other, they expressed their thoughts . 
 
   “If you have an issue, don’t forget to ask for help!”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “If you need anything, please ask!”
 
   This was the power of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   They made the walls of race, nationality, status and language of all those that they’d gathered, meaningless . 
 
   This way, everyone did all they could for the sake of clearing the dungeon . 
 
   ‘It’s been a long time . ’
 
   This was the appearance of the Messiah Guild that Kim Woo-jin was willing to give his life for . 
 
   Those who were passionately trying to save the world, even if it meant sacrificing their lives .  
 
   That was what most of the people here were like . 
 
   Most of them here had never seen or met each other before but they’d still be willing to give their lives so that the others could live . 
 
   ‘It’s a completely different feeling . ’
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin’s mood became progressively worse .  
 
   He felt misery at the fact that their sublime determination was only to help progress a traitorous bastard’s ambitions .  
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin wouldn’t reveal his miserable emotions . 
 
   What he had to do here was neither reveal his bad emotions nor wallow in his nostalgia from the past . 
 
   Kuohh!!
 
   Kuaah!!
 
   “There are Orcs!”
 
   Suddenly, as if they were waiting for guests to arrive, Orcs began to appear from their surroundings . 
 
   At that time, Kim Woo-jin looked toward Lee Jin-ah, who nodded . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The hunt had started . 
 
   …
 
   The Messiah Guild was a much more closed guild than most people thought .  
 
   Was there a need for any more explanation when members were told to not trust anyone except their guild members the moment they join?
 
   When the Messiah Guild sent out letters, it simply meant that they were requesting help .  
 
   The requirements to receive these letters was that the abilities of the receiver must be something that couldn’t already be found within their guild . (TL: Abilities here don’t just mean ‘skills’ it’s more comprehensive)
 
   This was why the Messiah Guild’s letters were so glorious .  
 
   “Let’s show the Messiah Guild our power today!”
 
   “We won’t lose to anyone . Even if we die, we die first!”
 
   “For the Messiah Guild!”
 
   This was also the reason why those who’d received letters from the Messiah Guild were quite excited to showcase their powers .  
 
   So naturally, the first battle involved the 40 players who’d received invitations from the Messiah Guild instead of the Messiah Guild’s members . 
 
   “It’s a bunch of Orcs . ”
 
   “The number is about 200 . ”
 
   Thousands of Orcs filled the first floor of the dungeon, the players who received the Messiah Guild’s letters were prepared to face off against these fearsome monsters . 
 
   “Don’t get left behind!”
 
   “Show us your skills!”
 
   Everyone went out competitively to hunt the monsters . 
 
   The battle that ensued was quite spectacular . 
 
   Without knowing what retreating meant, the players who had no intentions of backing down showcased much more determination and power than usual . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   They pulled out their 120% as they fought against the Orcs .  
 
   The competition between them was pretty even . 
 
   Rattle! 
 
   Until Kim Woo-jin summoned nine skeletons that is .  
 
   “Summon Skeleton . ”
 
   A very different situation occurred when the number of skeletons became ten . 
 
   While others were fighting, Kim Woo-jin and his skeletons began to slaughter the monsters in earnest . 
 
   ‘Oh my God . ’
 
   ‘How does that make sense?’
 
   It was hard to believe even when they could see it . 
 
   In such a surprising situation, Kim Woo-jin kept advancing while thinking . 
 
   ‘Currently, the number of Skeleton Soldiers that I can summon is 30 . ’
 
   With the Plus Ring, the number of skeletons he could summon had increased to 30, 10 was only the starting point .  
 
   If you were to consider in terms of cars, it was like a car that could go 300 km/h moving at only 100 km/h .  
 
   And Kim Woo-jin still had the gift given to him by the Messiah Guild .  
 
   “Summon Golem . ”
 
   [You have Summoned a Golem . ] 
 
   This Golem was the gift . 
 
   Of course, by itself, the Golem did not have much combat power . 
 
   No matter how high it’s value was, it couldn’t be used as much more than a walking shield . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   However, the Golem’s appearance had a greater impact than even the ten skeletons . 
 
   ‘Okay . ’
 
   The moment the Golem appeared, Lee Jin-ah who had been acting as a tank, immediately began to focus on attacking .  
 
   “Spasiba!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who’d become a spear from a shield, power was overwhelming . He threw himself into a large group of Orcs without hesitation and began to crush their heads with his fists .  
 
   Boom!
 
   Those who were staggered by his attacks were dealt with by the Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
   When the number of skeletons became twenty, it was no longer a competition .  
 
   “They’re in a completely different world . ”
 
   “So that’s the First Needle Snake Hunter . ”
 
   Instead of competing, they were filled with hope . 
 
   ‘With a monster like this, we’ll be able to defeat the Firefox . ’
 
   ‘We can definitely clear it . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah, with the two of them here, there was no doubt that they could clear the dungeon with minimal sacrifices .  
 
   This thought went through everyone’s heads . 
 
   ‘It’s still not enough yet . ’
 
   It was only Kim Woo-jin who didn’t dare to believe that he could hunt the Firefox at the level he was at currently .  
 
   ‘I need to collect at least 3000 bodies on the first floor . ’
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin didn’t stop advancing . 
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   On the 3rd day after they’d entered the dungeon, the Firefox hunting team found the symbol which marked the end of their long battle with the Orcs .  
 
   “It’s a tree that was hit by lightning!”
 
   They found a tree that had been struck by lightning in the forest . 
 
   Everyone was excited by this .  
 
   ‘We found it much faster than I expected . ’
 
   ‘This pace is the best . ’
 
   The situation was good enough to make their eyes shine . 
 
   ‘The sensation was about to fade . ’
 
   After fighting in the first two days, their combat senses had been sufficiently elevated .  
 
   ‘We minimized the food consumption, and if we cut the tree after taking a break, we will minimize fatigue as well . ’
 
   After taking a rest here, they’d be able to go to the 2nd Floor in their most optimal state . 
 
   ‘There were zero casualties . ’
 
   Moreover, there wasn’t a single casualty after the fierce battles .  
 
   No, in fact, there wasn’t even anyone who had been injured .  
 
   Such a situation was incredibly hard to believe .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   This was the first time in history since the world had been transformed into a game, that the first floor in none other than a Two Floor A+ ranked Dungeon was cleared without any injuries whatsoever . 
 
   Of course it was because of the presence of someone who made the fires within the players who had come to hunt the Firefox, burn hotter than ever before . 
 
   ‘Thanks to Isaac . ’
 
   ‘Isaac, there would never be failure as long as he’s here . ’
 
   Isaac Ivanov had thoroughly convinced all the players who had entered the dungeon . 
 
   “By the way, where’s Isaac?”
 
   “He went to clear up the bodies . ”
 
   “Corpses?”
 
   “He said he needed to get as many as he could before going to the next floor . ”
 
   “He’s really a Necromancer . ”
 
   Naturally when Isaac Ivanov did something, no one doubted or feared him for it . 
 
   They simply waited for him to return . 
 
   And they looked forward to the day that they would be able to decorate a page of history together with him . 
 
   Of course, not everyone was looking forward to the battle with the Firefox . 
 
   “Damn it, I might really die . ”
 
   As he followed Kim Woo-jin, Lee Jin-ah’s face looked like a prisoner on death row on his way to the gallows . 
 
   “Will it hurt a lot if I’m set on fire? Damn, if I knew it would be like this, I’d just become a movie star . I don’t even know if I could’ve enjoyed rich movies…ahh, my life! I ended up meeting that cheap bald head guy…”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   He continuously expressed his complaints and dissatisfaction to Kim Woo-jin in Russian . 
 
   Suddenly, Kim Woo-jin stopped walking, causing Lee Jin-ah to shut up . 
 
   Silence filled the surroundings .  
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin opened his mouth . 
 
   “I think this is enough . ”
 
   He spoke in Korean . This meant that there was no one around .  
 
   “Ah, I can talk properly now . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah also followed Kim Woo-jin and spoke Korean instead of Russian .  
 
   “I thought I was gonna die speaking all that Russian . ”
 
   It was a ridiculous story when you consider just how much he spoke for no reason .  
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin ignored him .  
 
   Rather Kim Woo-jin continued talking with a cold expression . 
 
   “There’s a few things we need to do before hunting the Firefox . ”
 
   “What is it?”
 
   “It must be done all at once . There is no second chance . If you get beaten, then it’s practically game over . ”
 
   In response to that eerie warning, Lee Jin-ah smiled and smacked his chest with his arm, his expression firm . 
 
   “You can’t do it without me . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   As Lee Jin-ah spoke with confidence, Kim Woo-jin took off a glove he was wearing and threw a ring that he had on his finger toward him . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s expression changed as he caught the ring reflexively . 
 
   “No way…”
 
   He looked at Kim Woo-jin with an odd expression . 
 
   “Proposal?”
 
   This caused Kim Woo-jin to frown .  
 
   “Ah, sorry . There’s no way your sexual orientation would swing that way…no, it’s not bad even if you do . But I…”
 
   Without noticing Kim Woo-jin’s expression, Lee Jin-ah kept rambling with an embarrassed expression on his face .  
 
   Eventually, Kim Woo-jin couldn’t take it . 
 
   “It’s Lancelot’s Ring . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin spoke with a firm tone as if he could no longer listen to anymore nonsense . 
 
   “It negates any negative status effect . ”
 
   “Oh!”
 
   At that, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but show an expression of surprise as he checked the item to confirm for himself .  
 
   “But it doesn’t work for burns . It’s only for poisons, hypnosis and enchantment . ”
 
   However his smile dropped when he heard Kim Woo-jin’s subsequent explanation .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Then isn’t it useless?”
 
   “It would be useful if the Firefox’s fire had the effect to enchant, confuse or hypnotize . ”
 
   “Ah . ” 
 
   Lee Jin-ah nodded when Kim Woo-jin added that .  
 
   If the fox’s fire really had any additional properties like those then Lancelot’s Ring would no longer be an option, it would be a necessity . 
 
   And the place where something like this could happen was exactly an A+ ranked dungeon . 
 
   “I remember the Needle Snake was also pretty nasty . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah knew it well . 
 
   ‘It can prevent the blinding effect of the Nine-tail’s tail . ’ 
 
   Woo-jin didn’t explain that he knew that the Firefox had one of the nine tails of the Nine-tailed fox’s tails and that the moment someone was touched by the flames, they would suffer blindness for a moment .  
 
   Lee Jin-ah nodded and slipped the ring on his finger . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked at him and said . 
 
   “Five seconds . You only need to last 5 seconds . ”
 
   “I don’t know if I can hold out for 5 seconds, but if I can hold out for 6 seconds, what will you give me?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered without any hesitation .  
 
   “I’ll buy as much food as you want . ”
 
   “You just made a really big mistake . 
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   [Proceed to the Second Floor . ]
 
   The first thing that greeted the group of 100 players as they entered the second floor was a wave of sweltering heat .  
 
   “Ah!”
 
   Extremely high heat without any moisture wrapped around them as they finally looked around at the land which welcomed them .  
 
   ‘A desert!’
 
   A seemingly endless desert filled with red sand was the stage for the second floor of the dungeon . 
 
   ‘Oh my God…’
 
   ‘This is the worst . ’
 
   They despaired because they encountered one of the worst situations they could possibly find within a dungeon . 
 
   Their feelings were understandable . A desert stage was one of the scenarios where humans had the most disadvantages .  
 
   ‘We have to catch the Firefox here…’
 
   ‘Even if this is an A+ rank Dungeon, isn’t this too much?’
 
   Faced with such a situation, if the players didn’t show expressions of despair when realising that they had to face extremely difficult monsters while also fighting against the environment, it would be strange . 
 
   ‘Just as expected . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who had already expected such a situation, didn’t change his expression .  
 
   He knew the danger of this desert stage more than any other person there .  
 
   ‘But the heat is worse than I expected . ’
 
   In the desert stage, it was not easy to find a place to rest and the most pressing concern would be the availability of drinking water . 
 
   Of course, most of the people who entered the dungeon brought enough water to last them at least 5 days in the dungeon, and if they simply drank enough to survive they should be able to last much more than 5 days .  
 
   The problem was that if they wanted to stay in a shape that allowed them to battle at any time, the situation would be different .  
 
   ‘The limit would be 2 days . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin estimated that the maximum amount of time the people here could fight at their optimal conditions was only 2 days . 
 
   And 2 days could only be guaranteed if the opponents the players faced were not too difficult for them to handle . 
 
   “There!”
 
   Suddenly, someone shouted, pulling Kim Woo-jin out of his thoughts . 
 
   “There’s something over there . ”
 
   Everyone turned to look toward where the person was pointing .  
 
   Then, a giant fox about 5 meters long and covered in flames, appeared before their eyes .  
 
   No one reacted to the unexpected appearance of the Firefox . Similarly, when the Firefox noticed the 100 players before it, it didn’t move .  
 
   It was as if time had stopped . 
 
   [Horus’ Eye has opened . ]
 
   Only Kim Woo-jin tried to understand and analyze the current situation they were in . 
 
   The Firefox’s information appeared in front of Kim Woo-jin’s golden eyes .  
 
   His eyes swept across the Firefox’s body before settling on one of its tails that was glowing brightly . 
 
   [The Nine-Tailed Fox’s Third Tail]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ->Rarity: Legendary
 
   ->Level: Level 1 or higher
 
   ->Description: The Third Tail of the Nine-tailed Fox which holds mysterious power . If all nine are gathered, the holder will gain the power of the Nine-tailed Fox . 
 
   ->Effects: 
 
   All stats +5%
 
    
 
   +10% Health Recovery rate
 
    
 
   +10% Magic Power Recovery Rate
 
    
 
   Upon contact, blind an enemy for a certain period of time .  
 
   ‘The Third Tail . ’
 
   The Tails of the Nine-tailed Fox was a group of nine items which had never been completed, not even before Kim Woo-jin had returned .  
 
   Therefore, he had no idea what effect it would have if all nine tails were collected . 
 
   The obvious thing was that they were incredibly rare and hard to collect, so their power could go without saying . 
 
   ‘There is nothing better than blinding . ’
 
   Even then, the effect of the Third Tail was more than enough for a legendary item .  
 
   ‘I need to get it somehow . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s eyes were glowing .  
 
   Then, the eyes of the Firefox and Kim Woo-jin met, following which the fox’s eyes changed .  
 
   Until then, no matter how you looked at it, to the Firefox, the eyes of the players were that of prey . In them was nothing but fear, surprise or worry, without daring to harbor any hostility or murderous intent toward it . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin looked at the Firefox as if it was a prey . 
 
   This was enough to ignite the fighting instincts within the fox . 
 
   ‘It’s coming . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin noticed immediately that the fox had switched from it’s inquisitive mode into a hunting mode .  
 
   His prediction soon became a reality . 
 
   Hoooh!
 
   The Firefox made a bizarre sound as it pounced toward the 100 players . It’s speed was fast, appearing to be even faster than a bullet .  
 
   “Huk!”
 
   It was too sudden!
 
   By the time the first victim noticed the Firefox’s approach, it was already biting into their shoulder . The people around them were not even fast enough to recognize what happened much less to respond to it .  
 
   “Kuuaak!”
 
   Eventually, the player whose shoulder was bitten by the fox let out a loud shout . 
 
   Chiiik!
 
   The players could feel the great heat even in the current hot environment and a greasy smell, like cooked meat drifted into their noses . 
 
   A chill went up their spines .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The fear moved them .  
 
   “Tanks!”
 
   The players were shocked by the sudden situation but they were already prepared to lose their lives in the battle against the Firefox anyway . 
 
   “Stop it!”
 
   If they were afraid and were going to hesitate before they even tried to fight, then they wouldn’t be there in the first place .  
 
   “Huoh!”
 
   “Huoh!”
 
   Tanks who seemed to be wearing armor with fire resistance, rushed toward the Firefox while shouting to showcase their fighting spirit . 
 
   Of course, they rushed in after ensuring that their fire resistance was as high as it could be .  
 
   Each of them had items that increased their fire resistance as well as buffs that increased resistance .  
 
   ‘We just have to hold out . ’
 
   ‘We’ll take turns dealing with it . ’
 
   Furthermore they were prepared to deal with the firefox sequentially . 
 
   ‘Then we can at least get some casting time . ’
 
   During this time, the mages also casted their magic at the Firefox . 
 
   But it didn’t take them very long to realize that it wasn’t very effective .  
 
   “This monstrous bastard . ”
 
   The moment a tank charged toward the fox and made contact with its flames…
 
   [The powers of an unknown and powerful being gives you darkness . ]
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Those nearby clearly noticed the darkness that covered his eyes before he became the second victim of the fox . 
 
   ‘What the?’
 
   ‘So suddenly?’
 
   They realised that there was more to the Firefox than they’d initially thought and so they had to change their plans . 
 
   Of course, it wasn’t that easy . 
 
   ‘What do we do?’
 
   No one had an idea as to how they should progress . This situation was expected since the group had no information, and no experience dealing with the Firefox . 
 
   Ppiiii!
 
   Suddenly an ear piercing whistle spread through the battlefield . 
 
   Ppiiii!
 
   The whistle sounded again . 
 
   Ppiiii!
 
   Soon after the players heard the third whistle, they began to move . 
 
   ‘Retreat signal!’
 
   When they heard the whistle three times, the players all scattered without looking back . 
 
   ‘They all scattered!’
 
   No one hesitated when they heard the previously agreed upon signal . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Prioritizing the agreed signals was something that any player who survived till the second floor could understand .  
 
   ‘Let’s run for it!’
 
   It was a time when a retreat was necessary so naturally everyone ran away as fast as they could . 
 
    There was only one person who interpreted the signal differently .  
 
   “Spasiba!”
 
   The moment he heard the signal, Lee Jin-ah charged toward the fox with all his might . 
 
   This move was completely unexpected . No, it would be strange if anyone could see it coming . 
 
   “Run away!”
 
   “Don’t hesitate to run!”
 
   The moment the retreat signal sounded, everyone ran wildly across the desert sand without looking back . 1
 
   No one looked back and even if they did, they would only think that Lee Jin-ah misinterpreted the signal . 
 
   The sacrifice of the rest of the group to save one was the greatest taboo during group activities like this one .  
 
   Of course, the Firefox wouldn’t reject such a situation . 
 
   Hoooh!
 
   It willingly watched as Lee Jin-ah rushed toward it . 
 
   Soon the distance between them was very small and the Firefox opened its mouth wide to welcome Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   However, Lee Jin-ah wrapped his arm around its neck as if holding it in a headlock . 
 
   At that moment Lee Jin-ah’s eyes shook as the pain of being burned alive, which was one of the greatest pains a human could suffer, spread through his entire body . 
 
   “Kuuuuh!”
 
   The fact that he didn’t scream was a surprise in itself . 
 
   But that wasn’t the end . 
 
   Hoo! Hoo!
 
   The Firefox that was caught by its neck obviously struggled so the pain Lee Jin-ah felt also increased .  
 
   Nevertheless, Lee Jin-ah did not let go of the fox in his arms . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah held on for dear life . He gave his all as he kept repeating his goal in his head . 
 
   ‘I will hold on for 6 seconds and eat Hokkaido Snow Crab!’
 
   1 second then 2 seconds…by the time 3 seconds passed, Kim Woo-jin finally appeared .  
 
   In his hands was a 2 meter long black spear that had sunlight reflecting off of its neck .  
 
   In this state, Kim Woo-jin rushed across the desert . 
 
   Eventually, Kim Woo-jin thrust the tip of the spear into the mouth of the Firefox that was desperately trying to escape from Lee Jin-ah’s grasp . 
 
   Puk!
 
   The spear went in so deep that the fox was not even able to scream .  
 
   Soon however, the spear began to melt . 
 
   The heat from the Firefox’s body melted the spear that had pierced its mouth in no time .  
 
   Naturally, this wasn’t enough to kill the fox . 
 
   Instead of dying, it stared at Kim Woo-jin with eyes that promised murder . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin was not surprised or scared and he simply gave an order . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Let it go!”
 
   The instant Lee Jin-ah let go of the fox’s neck, Kim Woo-jin grabbed him and retreated .  
 
   “Kuuuh!”
 
   As he hung on Kim Woo-jin’s shoulder, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but let out a moan . 
 
   “How many seconds?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered with a smile . 
 
   “5 . 99 seconds . ”
 
   “Re-, really?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin only responded to him briefly . 
 
   “Good job . ”
 
   “No, was it really 5 . 99? Are you sure it’s not 59 seconds?”
 
   At that moment, a notification sounded in Kim Woo-jin’s ear . 
 
   [The Firefox has been afflicted by Black Blood . ]
 
   [The Firefox’s health has been greatly reduced . ]
 
   [The Firefox’s attack has been greatly reduced . ]
 
   [The Firefox’s defense has been greatly reduced . ]
 
   [The Firefox has been poisoned by deadly poisons and its vitality is rapidly reducing . ]
 
   This was the result after the Firefox consumed the blood of 3000 monsters as well as the black blood formed by condensing the blood poison . 
 
   ‘This should reduce the Firefox’s abilities to less than half its usual . ’
 
   Of course, this still wouldn’t kill the Firefox immediately . 
 
   Rattle!2
 
   So the moment he received the notifications, the skeletons that Kim Woo-jin had already summoned all began to charge toward the injured fox . 
 
   At the same time, Kim Woo-jin threw Lee Jin-ah onto the desert sand . 
 
   ‘It ends here . ’
 
   “Book of the Dead!”
 
   Then immediately summoned a large book .  
 
   After Kim Woo-jin opened the book, the slabs that filled the inside were taken out and destroyed . 
 
   [The pages of the Book of the Dead have been destroyed . ]
 
   The fragments of the destroyed slabs soon mingled together and transformed into Skeleton Soldiers in white armor .  
 
   Ten Skeleton Soldiers who had been prepared specifically for this stage had finally made their appearance and started running towards the Firefox without hesitation . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah who saw this sight could not stop himself from commenting . 
 
   “I now know the power of money…”
 
   Kim Woo-jin raised an eyebrow at this . 
 
   ‘He has more vitality than I expected . ’
 
   He considered if he should push him more in battle . 
 
   Meanwhile a great fight had begun . 
 
    
    
 
    
  
 
  
 
  

 
   
    
      Published at 20th of October 2020 09:33:19 AM
 
     
   
 
  
 
   
   
     Due to deal restructure text to speech player is currently unavailable. Will find a solution soon. 
   
 
    
   
 
   
 Chapter 92 
   
 
   Kill The Hero – Chapter 92
 
   
 
   
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   
 
   
 
   Translator: Seven
 
   Editor: Ana_Banana
 
   It was 3 minutes after they started running that those who escaped finally stopped . 
 
   “I don’t think it’s following us . ”
 
   The fact that the Firefox hadn’t chased them is what made them stop . 
 
   “What do we do now?”
 
   “Let’s wait for the next signal . ”
 
   So they waited for the next signal . 
 
   If someone sent an SOS signal or another retreat signal, they were ready to respond .  
 
   But not everyone was waiting . 
 
   Some of those who were running away had noticed the strange situation sooner and stopped running, this allowed them to know the situation better than the others . 
 
   “Oh my God . ”
 
   They could see something that the others couldn’t . 
 
   “Those are Isaac’s skeletons!”
 
   The sight of the Skeleton Soldiers locked in a fierce battle . 
 
   “Is it Isaac?”
 
   “Isaac Ivanov is making time for us!”
 
   Naturally in their eyes it looked like Isaac Ivanov was sacrificing himself to give them the time to escape . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Oh my God . ”
 
   At the sight, some of their eyes reddened .  
 
   This was especially so for the members of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘For our sake…’
 
   Isaac Ivanov, who wasn’t a member of the Messiah Guild but who had simply been invited to assist them was willingly sacrificing himself in this situation .  
 
   He was immediately seen as a martyr by the members of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   “Keep retreating!”
 
   So they retreated even more . 
 
   “Let’s not make his sacrifice be in vain!”
 
   They would never have thought that Isaac Ivanov was not sacrificing himself for them, but was instead hunting the Firefox . 
 
   “Don’t go!”
 
   “What are you talking about?! We need to help!”
 
   Some of them tried to stop those who were retreating . 
 
   “Are you gonna waste Isaac’s sacrifice in this way?”
 
   “That…”
 
   “Do you really think he wants our help?”
 
   “…Damn it . ”
 
   In front of those words, those courageous players could only take a step back . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   So everyone began to move further from the Firefox . 
 
   This caused Lee Jin-ah who was observing their reactions while healing, to laugh . 
 
   ‘That’s so human-like . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin had said that if he began fighting the Firefox then the Messiah Guild members and everyone else would escape . 
 
   “He’s like a ghost . ” 
 
   They’ll think they were trying to be martyrs and were willing to make sacrifices in vain .  
 
   They’d pray for them from afar . 
 
   Honestly, when he first heard it, Lee Jin-ah didn’t believe him . 
 
   About five or six from the 96 people had wanted to help Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘What he said came true . ’
 
   In the end however, Kim Woo-jin was correct .  
 
   What he’d said had indeed become reality . 
 
   ‘Then the hunt should be over soon . ’
 
   Another thing Kim Woo-jin said was that he wouldn’t need much time to hunt the Firefox . 
 
   [The Firefox has been slain . ]
 
   [Gained the Achievement ‘Firefox Hunter’ . ]
 
   [Cleared the 2nd Floor of a Dungeon in 1 hour . ]
 
   [Gained the Achievement ‘Speedster’ . ]
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld is amazed by your abilities . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld has conveyed some of their power to you . ]
 
   [The rank for the Skeleton Soldier skill has increased by one . ]
 
   On the 15th minute after they entered the 2nd Floor of the dungeon, it was cleared .  
 
   …
 
   “Are you sure about this?”
 
   At Oh Se-chan’s words, the subordinate in front simply nodded his head without saying a word . 
 
   Like that, Oh Se-chan stared at the note in his hands like he’d forgotten how to speak . 
 
   Suddenly Oh Se-chan ripped up the note . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Then he said to his surprised subordinate .  
 
   “Don’t tell anyone about this . ”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   “We can’t throw cold water on everyone’s efforts to stop them from controlling the world . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan, who was talking, tapped his head with the fist that was holding the pieces of paper . 
 
   ‘If the Messiah is truly this much…then we can’t do that . No, we’ll have to change the method . We’ll need to stop poison with another poison . ’
 
   At that time, the image of a man came to Oh Se-chan’s mind . 
 
   ‘Didn’t he say Johann Georg . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The name of the man who was now taking control of Europe’s Underworld at an astonishing rate . 
 
   ‘In terms of personality, he could become the Demon King even more than the Messiah Guild and he’s not the type who would join hands with the Messiah Guild . ’
 
   He remembered the inhumane things the man had done so far . 
 
   ‘I heard his level is already considerable, but if Pandora and I support him with all our might…’
 
   Being the man he was and with his thoughts to resist the Messiah Guild, Oh Se-chan’s thoughts were gradually becoming firmer . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   Ttok ttok ttok! (TL: knocking sound)
 
   A knock was heard on his office door and soon his subordinate entered the room . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin has cleared the dungeon . ”
 
   “What? It’s been three days since they entered the dungeon hasn’t it? How?”
 
   “I also don’t know…”
 
   At that moment Oh Se-chan smiled . 
 
   ‘I don’t need to ignore the monsters before me and find other ones . ’
 
   “Well, as long as he’s alive . ”
 
   At that moment, there was no longer the name Johann Georg in Oh Se-chan’s mind . 
 
   Rather his thoughts were incomparably bright . 
 
   “That’s right, today I’ll treat everyone to Chinese Food to celebrate their safe return . Everyone can order whatever they like!”
 
   Oh Se-chan was bursting with exuberance . 
 
   “Ah, I usually have jajangmyeon1 . How about you guys?”
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   A+ rank dungeons were the prized property of the countries they formed in .  
 
   Prime property that they dared not put a price to . 
 
   Nevertheless there were two reasons why the Japanese government gave the Messiah Guild permission to attack the Firefox Dungeon . 
 
   One was that the Messiah Guild had made some promises that couldn’t be revealed and the Messiah Guild held a few weaknesses of the Japanese Government officials .  
 
   “When will the dungeon be cleared?”
 
   “What you should ask is when it would be failed rather than when it would be cleared . ”
 
   “Failed?”
 
   “According to the experts, the probability of clearing the dungeon is less than 20 percent . ”
 
   The other thing was that even if it was the Messiah Guild, the probability of them being able to clear the dungeon was only 20 percent . 
 
   Among those reasons, the latter was the deciding factor . 
 
   “It’s only that much?”
 
   “It was the only reason the Japanese Government gave the dungeon to the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   After all, the Japanese Government Officials weren’t stupid or blind . The moment such an important dungeon appeared, they first gave the chance to their country’s guilds and players to clear it . 
 
   Rather than give up this opportunity, the Japanese Government stepped up and made preparations to attack the dungeon . 
 
   However, even when they offered a large number of benefits, it wasn’t easy for them to find 100 players willing to challenge the dungeon .  
 
   It was because it was virtually impossible for the guilds in Japan to unite together like the Messiah Guild . 
 
   This wasn’t a problem unique to Japan . 
 
   The Messiah Guild was the only place in the world where you could gather 100 of the best players . 
 
   “Then for the Messiah Guild would it instead be 50 percent?”
 
   “No, the 20% was based on the Messiah Guild . Other guilds are much less . ”
 
   “20 percent?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   However even the Messiah Guild wasn’t likely to clear the dungeon . 
 
   The Messiah Guild didn’t have anything great over the other guilds .  
 
   Just a different resolution . 
 
   “And yet the Messiah Guild still entered the dungeon?”
 
   “That’s just the Messiah Guild’s style . ”
 
   Nevertheless, the Messiah Guild’s plan of attack was aimed at leaving an advance team . 
 
   “The probability of success decreases as other guilds continue to attack a dungeon, but for the Messiah Guild, the probability of success increases . When the advance team attacks, they will leave clues or items behind . ”
 
   The advance team was willing to be stepping stones for those coming after them . 
 
   “It was for this reason that the Messiah Guild was respected . It was an action that no other guild could or would do . ”
 
   It was only possible because it was the Messiah Guild and that was why the Messiah Guild was treated like a religion . 
 
   Naturally, the atmosphere of those gathered around the Firefox Dungeon was not very good . 
 
   Most of the people there in fact, expected them to fail . 
 
   They just didn’t leave their seats as a sign of courtesy to the martyrs . 
 
   “They will probably focus on surviving as long as possible to leave a lot of information . So roughly ten days…?”
 
   Therefore when two players appeared from the Dungeon Gate everyone in the stadium was shocked . 
 
   Everyone just stared at them blankly and the reporters forgot to baptise them in shutter clicks or even request for interviews . 
 
   At that moment, someone appeared with another person on his back and rushed forward quickly .  
 
   The place he headed toward was an ambulance that was stationed at the front of the stadium . 
 
   The moment he boarded the ambulance, he shouted loudly .  
 
   “To the hospital!”
 
   As the ambulance quickly left, only then did people come to their senses . 
 
   “Oh my God . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “They cleared the dungeon!”
 
   A miracle had happened . 
 
   Of course, it was only later that they would realize just how amazing that miracle really was . 
 
   …
 
   “Another one!”
 
   Inside an ambulance that was driving hurriedly down the road . 
 
   “Another one!”
 
   Inside, intensive treatment was being performed on someone who was suffering from extreme burns . 
 
   “Another Chocolate Bar!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was eating chocolate bars like he was crazy . 
 
   This caused Kim Woo-jin to have an absurd expression as he looked at him . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah was reaching out to Kim Woo-jin like a doctor asking a nurse for a scalpel . 
 
   “Cola! Cola infusion!” (TL: he’s referring to something like a ‘saline infusion’…just being silly)
 
   At that, Kim Woo-jin took a can of coke from a box near him and threw it at Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   As he received it, Lee Jin-ah shouted again . 
 
   “Not this, Petro!” 
 
   Kim Woo-jin gave a cool stare without replying and only then did Lee Jin-ah stop playing doctor and instead said in a low voice . 
 
   “I fought with my life and I can’t even play?”
 
   As he asked that, Lee Jin-ah stretched his hand and grabbed the box near to Kim Woo-jin and began to drink the soda in it . 
 
   1 . 5 litres of carbonated soda went down Lee Jin-ah’s throat and disappeared in his stomach . 
 
   After that, of course it was time to burp . 
 
   “Goooook!” (TL: think of burping sound, I just put it exactly as the author had it instead of ‘Burp!’)
 
   From Lee Jin-ah’s mouth, a sound that was hard to believe came from a human, appeared . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   However what was even harder to believe was the healing speed of Lee Jin-ah’s wounds after he had gotten sufficient intake of water and sugar . 
 
   ‘The rank has gotten higher . ’
 
   This was the power of the Blessing of River Styx skill .  
 
   At a higher rank it granted its user the resilience to stay alive even if their head was detached from their body . 
 
   In fact when Kim Woo-jin had tried to deal with Lee Jin-ah, he’d appeared again shortly after getting his head cut off . 
 
   Compared to that, the burns were like having a sore throat and were not threatening at all . 
 
   ‘It’s more important that Oh Se-chan was prepared for it . ’
 
   Of course, the recovery of the burns was largely attributed to the therapeutic skinsuit that Oh Se-chan had prepared rather than just his resilience . 
 
   ‘It’s a really amazing item . ’
 
   Frankly, from Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, the things prepared by Oh Se-chan were much more surprising than Lee Jin-ah’s resilience . 
 
   Using items collected from dungeons to make better items was incredibly effective . 
 
   It was on the same level of a national project . 
 
   For example with dungeons with five or more floors, players often had to stay in it for more than a month and in order to increase their chances of survival, they filled their inventories with items that pursued efficiency more than anything else . 
 
   In other words it was an era where the ability to create or receive more efficient and powerful items determined the life or death of the players . 
 
   Unsurprisingly, the security of such technology was not something to take lightly . 
 
   In other words, this sort of technology was not something that could just simply be stolen from somewhere . 
 
   It could only be obtained because Oh Se-chan’s point of contact was someone who had a bit of power . 
 
   ‘At this point, as far as I know that only the Hansung Group and Pandora are the only ones who possess this level of technology…was it Pandora?’
 
   This was why Kim Woo-jin suspected the relationship between Oh Se-chan and Pandora . 
 
   Of course, there was nothing wrong with it . 
 
   ‘Pandora was one of Johann Georg’s supporters . ’
 
   What struck him was that Pandora was one of the greatest supporters of the King of Undead .  
 
   ‘It’s likely that by 2023, contact between them began in some way or the other . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Moreover, it was likely around this time . 
 
   However it was funny that Kim Woo-jin had appeared which caused Pandora to not make contact with the King of Undead through Oh Se-chan . 
 
   ‘Before that, I have to do my best . ’
 
   In the end, Kim Woo-jin had no choice but to work hard . 
 
   Therefore he confirmed once again . 
 
   ‘I should start out with income first . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked at the new items that filled his inventory . 
 
   The first thing that caught his eye was the Third Tail of the Nine-tailed Fox .  
 
   Having it not only increased one’s stats substantially, but there was also the incredible blinding effect, it was not an item that could simply be bought with money . 
 
   ‘I know where the first, fourth, eight and ninth are . ’
 
   In addition, Kim Woo-jin knew the locations of 4 out of the 8 remaining tails . 
 
   Some of them were items that the Messiah Guild would obtain in the future . 
 
   What was more important to Kim Woo-jin however, was . 
 
   ‘I managed to prevent it from entering Lee Se-jun’s inventory . ’
 
   In Kim Woo-jin’s eyes it was already a good job to not let it fall into the hands of Lee Se-jun . 
 
   ‘Then there’s the Firefox’s skin . ’
 
   The fox leather was really useful . Armor made from the Firefox’s leather would not only be at the unique grade, but would also have very high resistance to fire . 
 
   ‘With it, any cold dungeon could be cleared easily . ’
 
   Using its characteristic of generating heat, anyone would be able to complete dungeons with cold environments without suffering any penalties . 
 
   Considering the fact that most of the dungeons that players avoided were due to their harsh environments rather than their monsters, it was obvious that the value of such an item could not be ignored . 
 
   Other than those, there were still more rewards . 
 
   [Speedster]
 
   [Skeleton Soldier]
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   [Speedster]
 
   →Achievement Rank: Unique
 
   →Effect: 
 
   →+3% to all stats
 
   ‘Speedster . ’
 
   The speedster achievement was an unexpected gain . 
 
   ‘I never thought I’d get it at this point . ’
 
   In a sense, it was an achievement that was harder to get than legendary achievements since it could only be obtained by clearing a dungeon floor within an hour . 
 
   In fact, the achievement’s 3% stat boost was greater than most legendary achievements . 
 
   There was also another reward that was far more important than that of the achievement . 
 
   [Skeleton Soldier]
 
   →Rank: A
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   →Effect:
 
   →Summon a Skeleton Soldier by sacrificing a corpse . 
 
    
 
   →Number of Summons: 10
 
   Skeleton Soldier had become an A rank skill . 
 
   Well, to be precise, it had become a B rank skill and had been elevated to A rank with the effect of the Plus Ring .  
 
   But that detail wasn’t really important to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘Two steps away . ’
 
   Only two steps remained for it to become an EX rank skill . 
 
   ‘If I raised it with the Horned Fox’s horn…’
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin still had one horn of the Horned Fox in his hands . 
 
   Though the possibility was low, in a situation where the Skeleton Soldier skill was at the A rank, there was a chance to increase the rank of the skill to EX using the Horned Fox’s horn as well as the Plus Ring . 1
 
   ‘No, there’s no reason to rely on probability . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin didn’t intend to entrust his fate to such an absurd probability . 
 
   ‘Anything would be fine . ’
 
   What Kim Woo-jin paid attention to wasn’t such low probability luck, but the fact that he could use the horn of the Horned Fox in the first place . 
 
   Among the skills that Kim Woo-jin possessed currently, there was nothing to lose regardless of which one he chose to rank up . 
 
   ‘I’m going to need everything to deal with the Messiah Guild in the future . ’
 
   The last gain I got was that Isaac Ivanov would now be recognized as irreplaceable by the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘Without any hunting dogs they will approach more earnestly . ’
 
   Since the Messiah Guild’s hunting dog for the Two Floor dungeons, Suzuki Eiji, had disappeared, they would be even more obsessed and interested in acquiring Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   This meant that an opportunity would come again for Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   With him they would be able to attack dungeons filled with powerful or valuable monsters that even the Messiah Guild didn’t have the confidence to clear before . 
 
   Of course, there was something that Kim Woo-jin didn’t forget . 
 
   ‘They will try to deal with Park Yong-wan first . ’
 
   At the moment, the most important thing to the Messiah Guild wasn’t the rookie Isaac Ivanov, but was instead Park Yong-wan who was already capable of biting them . 2
 
   ‘They will make a move sooner or later . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Moreover, this time, the Messiah Guild would definitely reveal a powerful hand that they hadn’t used in the past to deal with the giant Park Yong-wan . 
 
   This was what Kim Woo-jin was aiming for . 
 
   ‘As long as he goes outside, they’ll find a gap . ’
 
   Even if it was a powerful or protected enemy, as long as they went out, then you could find a gap somehow and somewhere and aim for it . 
 
   At the very least, that’s what a man like Kim Woo-jin would do . 
 
   ‘Even if it’s a giant monster, there would be a weak point . ’ 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin was confident he wouldn’t be surprised no matter how shocking the hand the Messiah Guild revealed was .  
 
   ‘With the help of Oh Se-chan and Lee Jin-ah, it should be enough . ’
 
   In addition to that, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t alone anymore . 
 
   As he thought of that fact, Kim Woo-jin turned to look at Lee Jin-ah who also turned to look at him with a smile . 
 
   The smile was very bright to the point that his eyes seemed to be shining . 
 
   “A little while ago, I recalculated the time and it turned out to be 6 . 01 seconds . So you should prepare your wallet . ”
 
   At those words, Kim Woo-jin refuted with a steady tone . 
 
   “It was 5 . 99 seconds . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Hey, really! Bite me!”
 
   Kim Woo-jin finally nodded . 
 
   “Fine, I’ll treat you to some Japanese food . ”
 
   “Huh? Really?”
 
   When Kim Woo-jin said that, Lee Jin-ah was very surprised and even a little afraid . 
 
   “Then I’ll have ramen . The smallest sized bowl . ”
 
   …
 
   “There’s a big commotion outside . Something must have happened . ”
 
   In response to the words from the black woman with blonde hair, Park Yong-wan looked up from the document in his hands . 
 
   Soon after, he placed the document on the desk and signed his name on it using an expensive fountain pen that was placed nearby .  
 
   Then after turning the document around on the desk, he slid it toward the black woman . 
 
   Seeing this, the woman smiled and took the document, placing it gently into the secure briefcase that she had prepared . 
 
   “Thank you . From now on our Frontier Guild will provide our full support to the activities of Phoenix Guild as stated in the contract . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan simply looked her in the eyes, instead of responding .  
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   [Firefox Dungeon successfully completed in 3 days!]
 
   When the attack on the Firefox Dungeon in Japan ended in 3 days, no one anticipated it . 
 
   [No one can understand the situation! The Japanese Government is currently conducting an emergency investigation!]
 
   [What really happened in that dungeon?]
 
   Moreover there was only information about the clear and no information was given about the process . 
 
   Naturally, this confused those in Japan who were interested in the dungeon . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild says, “We are currently investigating the situation and will notify you later on the date of the briefing . ”]
 
   [The Messiah Guild delays the schedule of the Dungeon Briefing!]
 
   When the Messiah Guild postponed the briefing for the dungeon in such a situation, it was similar to if someone stabbed an inflated balloon with a needle . 
 
   [Is it a bug instead of a clearance? Were the survivors forced to return?]
 
   [Did the Messiah Guild find a bug in a dungeon?]
 
   [Some experts claim that monsters will begin to appear from the Dungeon Gate because of this situation!]
 
   All sorts of opinions and rumors began to surface about the situation with the dungeon, many of which caused mass panic . 
 
   The situation was confusing and people found it hard to stay calm even when the guild involved was none other than Messiah Guild . 
 
   But the confusion wasn’t hard to calm down . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, the man saved everyone!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanoc, a new hero is born!]
 
   The truth about what happened in the Firefox Dungeon was revealed and it was shown that it wouldn’t have been possible with Isaac Ivanov’s performance . 
 
   That was the truth about what happened . 
 
   There were no shortage of stories about Isaac Ivanov’s performance in the Firefox Dungeon .  
 
   [The Mokosh Guild says, “Isaac Ivanov is currently recuperating from his injuries and there is no threat to his life, however, the injuries are quite severe so he will refrain from making an appearance for some time . ”]
 
   Isaac Ivanov, the hero who created such a legendary story had been injured but was now recuperating, this caused the people of the world to no longer be confused, instead, the world was filled with cheers . 
 
   Little by little, Isaac Ivanov’s name became known to everyone around the world . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov, an amazing guy has appeared . ”
 
   Even the office of Park Yong-wan was filled with his name, what more explanation could one need?
 
   “I think the Messiah Guild is spreading this story around deliberately . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan’s eyes when he heard this story was very different to when he’d first heard the news of Isaac Ivanov .  
 
   It was similar to the eyes of a great beast when he noticed the birth of a new predator near his territory . 
 
   “Isn’t that how it is?”
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin was different . 
 
   “I’m not really interested in who he is . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   He had no interest in talking about Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “More importantly, are you really working with the Frontier Guild from now on?”
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   That was because the existence of the collaboration with the Frontier Guild was filling his mind instead . 
 
   ‘I expected the big guy to move, but…’
 
   Park Yong-wan had called for Kim Woo-jin just 5 hours after he’d completed the Firefox Dungeon . 
 
   He told him that he had something very important to discuss and asked him to come to the headquarters of the Phoenix Guild as soon as possible, so Kim Woo-jin had to go there immediately . 
 
   Park Yong-wan said to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “You know that we’re in a situation . We need a partner to stop the Skull Guild, right? The Frontier Guild isn’t lacking anything, they will be our partner . ”
 
   He intended to join hands with the Frontier Guild to take on the Skull Guild . There was nothing wrong with that . 
 
   In a situation where the Skull Guild was backed by the Yamato Federation and even the Messiah Guild, Park Yong-wan was pressured when facing them . 
 
   Of course, Park Yong-wan’s aim wasn’t just to get help . 
 
   ‘This time he’s aiming to sell to the U . S instead of Japan . ’ 
 
   This was Park Yong-wan who had sold his country to Japan for his own profit . 
 
   It was natural for him to prepare to also sell his country to the U . S . just in case . 
 
   In order to sell the country, it was natural to complete sufficient consultation and preparation in advance . 
 
   ‘I thought that the Messiah Guild would aim for that point . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin believed that the Messiah Guild would approach him at that point . 
 
   “And they had some pretty attractive conditions . ”
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin knew something that was willing to give Park Yong-wan such an attractive offer might be a hidden hand of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘They really want to get rid of Park Yong-wan this time . ’
 
   In addition to that, he believed that in order to remove Park Yong-wan the Messiah Guild would have no choice but to reveal a big hand . 
 
   Removing Park Yong-wan wasn’t something easy that any card could do . 
 
   Firstly, he was one of Korea’s top players and became a Korean hero when he cleared a Six Floor Dungeon .  
 
   Assassinating in real life? (TL: aka out of the dungeon)
 
   That was incredibly risky and had a low level of possibility . 
 
   In order to kill players over level 200 in real life you’d need to at least use a few missiles from a fighter jet .  
 
   In the end, in order to get rid of him without going back and forth, it would be best to enter a dungeon with Park Yong-wan and eliminate him there . 
 
   In order to enter a dungeon with a man like Park Yong-wan they had to have a reputation on par with Park Yong-wan and his firm trust . 
 
   ‘But this time the hidden hand should be the Frontier Guild . ’
 
   The only problem was that the Messiah Guild’s hidden hand might be the Frontier Guild . 
 
   No, in fact it wasn’t really a problem, but it was very shocking . 
 
   The Frontier Guild was one of the strongest guilds in America, it might even be considered by some as America’s strongest guild, it was also one the world’s top 5 guilds . 
 
   If they truly belonged to the Messiah Guild then it would mean that the Messiah Guild already controlled half of the world . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   For those who were the enemies of the Messiah Guild, this information was enough for them to sigh in despair . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin didn’t despair . 
 
   ‘I need to gather more information on the Frontier Guild . ’
 
   This wouldn’t make Kim Woo-jin change his resolution or his plans . 
 
   Therefore he said calmly . 
 
   “So we’ll be moving with the Frontier Guild from now on?”
 
   “We’re not moving together . ”
 
   “Then?”
 
   “I told you, the Frontier Guild offered very attractive conditions . ”
 
   At the question, Park Yong-wan shook his head . 
 
   “They’ll take responsibility for you and nurture you . You just need to accept their care . ”
 
   “Is that so?”
 
   “I heard that the most talented person in the Frontier Guild was dispatched with the best item sets and more . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled . 
 
   “Then I’ll have to thank you for that . ”
 
   It was a sincere smile . 
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   “Uh, brother! What’s with the Choco Pies1?”
 
   As Lee Jin-ah walked into Oh Se-chan’s office, he was in awe as he saw boxes of Choco Pie stacked like a tower . 
 
   “Can I eat them?”
 
   “Eat it or don’t eat it . ”
 
   When Oh Se-chan said this as if he didn’t care, Lee Jin-ah was overcome with fright . 
 
   ‘No, did brother finally go crazy?’
 
   This was the first time ever that Oh Se-chan had been so kind when food was involved . 
 
   But of course Lee Jin-ah did not think about it too deeply . 
 
   ‘I need to eat as much as possible before he changes his mind . ’
 
   He immediately began a Choco Pie massacre .  
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   WooWoong!
 
   The smartphone on Oh Se-chan’s desk began vibrating and Oh Se-chan immediately picked it up and began speaking . 
 
   “Oh, so did the conversation end well?”
 
   -You picked up faster than I expected . 
 
   The caller was Kim Woo-jin . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Actually, I was waiting because I thought you would call . ”
 
   As he spoke, Oh Se-chan’s voice was calm and quiet, unlike his usual . 
 
   -Then I won’t need to explain for a long time . The Messiah Guild and The Frontier Group seem to be together . 
 
   As Kim Woo-jin continued to speak, his tone became firm . 
 
   -So it seems like the plan will need to be completely revised .  
 
   Even when he said those words, Oh Se-chan remained silent, without answering .  
 
   Munch Munch, the sound of Lee Jin-ah eating Choco Pies as if they were Songpyeon2 could be heard quite clearly
 
   ‘I don’t know what Kim Woo-jin thinks about this, but if it was known that the Messiah Guild and the Frontier Guild were together then the whole country would run away . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan believed that when Kim Woo-jin was called by Park Yong-wan, he would definitely hear about the negotiations between the Phoenix Guild and the Frontier Guild .  
 
   And upon hearing that, Kim Woo-jin would, like him, be convinced that the Frontier Guild was actually working with the Messiah Guild .  
 
   That was what Kim Woo-jin had been aiming for in the first place . 
 
   Even Oh Se-chan wouldn’t have known they were a team if it weren’t for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Anyway, knowing that, Kim Woo-jin would then be able to make the most reasonable choice . 
 
   “Yeah, we need to fix it completely . So where do you want to go? China? Russia? I’ll take you wherever you want to go . ”
 
   He was talking about running away . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin finally opened his mouth after a period of silence . 
 
   -You’re looking down on me . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   – I never had any intention of running away . 
 
   “What are you talking about? You know that they are working together and they will use this chance to catch you but you want to stay? That doesn’t make any sense . ”
 
   – If I intended to act with common sense then we wouldn’t be having this conversation right now . 
 
   “That’s true . ”
 
   – Moreover, we don’t have a lot of time . Oh Se-chan, I know you know there is no such thing as a second chance . 
 
   “Of course, I know it well . ”
 
   – There are two things that I want . One is information on the members that the Frontier Guild sent here, the other one will come after . 
 
   “Okay!”
 
   As he said this, Oh Se-chan’s voice returned to how it was normally .  
 
   “You can do whatever you want and I’ll do my best to support you . Oh, wait a minute . ”
 
   Suddenly Oh Se-chan moved the phone from his ear and covered it .  
 
   “Hey, you pig bastard! Stop eating!”
 
   He shouted at Lee Jin-ah who had already destroyed 10 boxes of Choco Pies . 
 
   “Why so suddenly?”
 
   “Stop eating, we were going to use those as snacks for the office this year!”
 
   After saying that, he put the phone to his ear again . 
 
   “Sorry ‘bout that . A very ugly bear is depriving our office of our precious food . Oh and about the list of members that the Frontier Guild sent here, I’m not sure, but I know that they are staying on the USFK base . Some among them are also working on a Two Floor Dungeon…Sam Oliver . Do you know him?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered without hesitation . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   – I know him better than you’d expect . 
 
   “That’s a reliable answer . I’ll send the correct information as soon as I can . ”
 
   Afterward, Oh Se-chan closed the phone and looked up . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah looked at him . 
 
   “What’s wrong?”
 
   “You don’t need to know . ”
 
   “Isn’t this Choco Pie a gift for that guy?”
 
   “What’s with that bullshit?”
 
   “Isn’t there a letter on this box of Choco Pies? Saying Dear Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   As he asked this, Lee Jin-ah smiled brightly . 
 
   “Oh, do you think he’ll be upset when he finds out? Do you think he’s just gonna let this go?”
 
   Oh Se-chan simply looked at Lee Jin-ah and said . 
 
   “Yeah, but there seems to be a human who finished all of the 10 boxes in the blink of an eye . ”
 
   “Uh?”
 
   At those words, Lee Jin-ah made a surprised expression that caused Oh Se-chan to smile brightly . 
 
   “The next time I get pizza, if you touch it, I’ll tell that guy what you did . ”
 
   It was at this moment that Oh Se-chan really returned to normal . 
 
   …
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The USFK base in Pyeongtaek . 
 
   After the dungeon gate appeared, many troops and munitions were moved over and the border patrol became stricter . 
 
   The men who appeared there did not look like soldiers .  
 
   Nevertheless, no soldier detained them or stopped them to check their identities .  
 
   There was no reason to ask . 
 
   “It’s the Frontier Guild!”
 
   The red cloth around their thighs proved that they were members of the world renowned Frontier Guild . 
 
   So the soldiers who confirmed their status saluted them . 
 
   The United States military expressed their respect to those people who were willing to venture into unknown worlds for their great country . 
 
   However, those people paid little attention to their surroundings . 
 
   “Everyone keep in mind . The mission this time is very important . ”
 
   They weren’t in Korea simply to visit . 
 
   “The deadline to hunt the bird’s head is three months . ”
 
   They were here to catch the head of a bird, a bird that never dies . 
 
   A young white man looked into his inventory and smiled . 
 
   “Don’t worry . ”
 
   The name of the man who spoke was Sam Oliver . 
 
   ‘Percival’s Spear, if I have this, I could even hunt Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   He was the Frontier Guild’s hunting dog . 
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   The trade terms between the Phoenix Guild and the Frontier Guild were simple . 
 
   On the condition that the Phoenix Guild fully assisted the Frontier Guild’s advance into Korea, the Frontier Guild would support and protect the members of the Phoenix Guild in dungeons, to be precise they were supposed to protect the members of Park Yong-wan’s guards as they completed dungeons . 
 
   The contract did not show any real problems . 
 
   However Kim Woo-jin knew the truth . 
 
   ‘I couldn’t receive such VIP treatment from the Frontier Guild . ’
 
   The fact was that things never flowed smoothly in accordance with contracts . 
 
   ‘The difference in level is too large . ’
 
   First, the biggest problem was the difference in power between the Frontier Guild and the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   The Phoenix Guild was clearly a guild that had been praised for its fame, power and potential to reach the world stage . 
 
   No one denied that in the absence of the Messiah Guild, they would be the number 1 guild in Korea .  
 
   However the Frontier Guild was one of the top five guilds in the world . 
 
   There was no reason for the Frontier Guild to do this for Park Yong-wan, who was lauded for clearing a 6 Floor Dungeon, even if the person was a member of the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   ‘And it would be no exaggeration to say that in terms of pride, the Frontier Guild is number 1 in the world . ’
 
   Moreover, the Frontier Guild was an incredibly proud guild . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was because of the characteristics of the guild . 
 
   As seen by the name Frontier, the pioneers, the Frontier Guild thought that they, unlike other guilds, pioneered dungeons, rather than attacked them . 
 
   ‘If Sam Oliver is the one in charge then he will be even more proud . ’
 
   Among the members of the Frontier Guild, Sam Oliver, who was sent to Korea to support the Phoenix Guild, was the worst .  
 
   From the fact that Kim Woo-jin knew his name, meant that Sam Oliver was no ordinary person . 
 
   Actually, he was more than just ‘not ordinary’ . 
 
   ‘If you were the owner of the Spear of Percival then anyone would be just as proud . ’
 
   Sam Oliver was the owner of the Spear of Percival who was one of the Knights of the Round table . 
 
   ‘All the more since he managed to keep the spear till he was over level 200 . ’
 
   He had managed to stay the owner of the item for more than 200 levels . 
 
   That meant that no one was able to take the weapon from him for 200 levels .  
 
   It was more difficult to protect and keep legendary weapons compared to other items . 
 
   ‘He hid it very well . ’
 
   It was only possible because it was Sam Oliver who was the owner of Percival’s Spear . 
 
   He only ever used the spear at extremely dangerous moments . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘He only used it when necessary . ’
 
   In other words, he was strong enough to not have to rely on Percival’s Spear . 
 
   And he would treat a player he’d never heard of like Kim Woo-jin, like a VIP . 
 
   It was impossible . 
 
   This is what caused Kim Woo-jin to be convinced . 
 
   ‘It will be a battle of wills soon . ’
 
   The meeting with the Frontier Guild members in a few minutes would not go smoothly . 
 
   Kik!
 
   “Nice to meet you . I’m Jamie Kim from the Frontier Guild Legal Team . ”
 
   The person who entered was a black haired foreigner . 
 
   “I’m here to give you a few notices . ”
 
   This was the will of the Frontier Guild . 
 
   ‘He looks pretty shallow . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin kept a firm expression as he tried hard to hold back the expression of disdain that almost slipped out . 
 
   “Are there any Frontier Guild players?”
 
   His voice and expression showed that he was upset . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “You will meet them after the notice . ”
 
   But Jamie Kim was adamant . 
 
   No, it wasn’t determination . 
 
   “Again, this is a notice . Whatever you want to do, you can do it after the notice is over . ”
 
   It was, in effect, a threat . 
 
   As he noticed this, Kim Woo-jin nodded with a colder expression . 
 
   Jamie Kim spoke with his arrogant tone . 
 
   “From now on, Kim Woo-jin, everything you do will be under the control of the Frontier Guild . For transportation, you can only use the vehicles provided by the Frontier Guild . If you have insurance for your car you should either cancel it or get rid of it . ”
 
   At the end of that, Kim Woo-jin’s expression was frozen . 
 
   But Jamie Kim didn’t stop speaking . 
 
   “And from now on you can only stay where the Frontier Guild permits . Other locations are prohibited . Please use only the room in the hotel that will be provided to you . Naturally, you will only be able to eat what we offer . It means you cannot even buy or eat gum outside . ”
 
   As he heard more and more shocking words, Kim Woo-jin no longer needed to pretend to have a cold expression . 
 
   “And in the dungeons…”
 
   However that was all good when compared to the words that were said after . 
 
   “Don’t do anything . ”
 
   “Nothing?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   At the end Kim Woo-jin even responded for the first time . 
 
   His surprise was genuine, and Jamie Kim pushed up his glasses before responding to him . 
 
   “Yes, don’t move a finger . ”
 
   “That…”
 
   Once again words forced their way out of his mouth . 
 
   Thud!
 
   At that moment, Jamie Kim had hit the desk with his fist . 
 
   “The content of the contract only said to protect you and help you to level up, there was no clause to respect your personality or freedom . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin closed his mouth and Jamie Kim looked at him with ridicule . 
 
   “So you don’t have to do anything in the dungeon, just take what the Frontier Guild gives you . ”
 
   At those words, Kim Woo-jin put on an odd expression and covered his mouth with his right hand . 
 
   ‘To provide all the vehicles, accommodation and food and make me sit and get free experience in a dungeon?’
 
   Somehow he managed to endure it . 
 
   ‘Is there a hidden camera somewhere?’
 
   A laugh came out of him unknowingly . 
 
   (TL: this chapter upset me a bit so I’m kinda glad it was short…kinda)
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   When they heard of the Frontier Guild’s support of the Phoenix Guild, Park Yong-wan’s personal guards put their hands up and cheered . 
 
   The fact that the Frontier Guild would be supporting their dungeon attacks was an incredible luxury . 
 
   Of course, the Frontier Guild did everything that the contract said to help Park Yong-wan’s guards attack the dungeons . 
 
   However, words like personality and freedom were completely excluded . 
 
   The Frontier Guild treated Park Yong-wan’s guards like they were highschool students who were 100 days away from their college entrance exam . 
 
   “I’m going crazy, we’re not highschool students…”
 
   “I didn’t become a player to do this…”
 
   “I disposed of a ferrari…”
 
   Park Yong-wan’s guards had reached the limit of their patience . 
 
   Originally, the players joined the Phoenix Guild to save the world, serve the world, and to live a good life . 
 
   Enjoying wealth and fame were their goals in life, and Park Yong-wan’s guards were even more arrogant and snobbish . 
 
   For them, a world where you could only target dungeons and all luxury and entertainment are forbidden was hell . 
 
   Therefore everyone had already reached their limit and now couldn’t help but grumble while wearing expressions of despair . 
 
   It was the same for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   He also had a bit of struggle . 
 
   “I’m so tired . ”
 
   ‘It was not easy to laze around and eat and pretend it’s hard . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It certainly wasn’t easy to act like that for over a month . 
 
   ‘I never learned to do something like this…’
 
   Moreover, for Kim Woo-jin, this was a first . 
 
   Before returning to the past, Kim Woo-jin used to attack dungeons much more fiercely than anyone else . 
 
   And after returning to the past his dungeons were full of life and death battles that could no longer be considered just fierce . 
 
   For Kim Woo-jin, it was much harder for him to attack a C+ rank dungeon than to attack an A+ rank dungeon alone . 
 
   There were two reasons why Kim Woo-jin endured it . 
 
   ‘Truly the Frontier Guild, the charging speed is truly fast . ’
 
   [Kim Woo-jin]
 
   -Level: 49
 
   -Halo: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   -Stats: 
 
   -Health: (149+255)
 
    
 
   -Stamina: (2+109)
 
   -Magic Power: (3+145)
 
   -Achievements: 32
 
   Extra Points: 0
 
   ‘It’s slower than when I’m moving with Lee Jin-ah, but this is still great . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   One was that as one of the top 5, the Frontier Guild’s ability to attack dungeons was very impressive . 
 
   And the other one was…
 
   ‘Well this should be over soon . ’
 
   The Frontier Guild would soon reveal its true face . 
 
   ‘Since this result has been produced, Park Yong-wan would definitely enter a dungeon with confidence . ’
 
   The main reason that Park Yong-wan joined hands with the Frontier Guild was to ward off against any unexpected situations in the dungeon .  
 
   So by this point, Park Yong-wan should be satisfied with the Frontier Guild’s performance . 
 
   This meant that Park Yong-wan would soon attack a 6 Floor Dungeon . 
 
   ‘Because Park Yong-wan knows what’s truly important . ’
 
   In this era, the most important thing wasn’t political power or bank accounts filled with money, but the power of physical violence and the only place to get that power was to attack stronger dungeons .  
 
   This was what Kim Woo-jin expected . 
 
   “Did you hear that Master Park Yong-wan is preparing to attack another 6 Floor Dungeon?”
 
   “Really?”
 
   “There is no official announcement yet but I was told the news from another member . ”
 
   The news that Park Yong-wan was planning to enter a 6 Floor Dungeon soon entered Kim Woo-jin’s ears .  
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   [You have reached level 50 . Inventory has increased by 10 spaces . ]
 
   Also, there was the notification that he had finally reached level 50 . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your growth . Inventory increased by an additional 10 spaces . ]
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld sends you a catalogue as a gift for your growth . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld is encouraging your performance and transfers  more power to you . ]
 
   ‘It’s finally time . ’
 
   It was the moment where everything changed . 
 
   …
 
   [Park Yong-wan once again challenges a 6 Floor Dungeon!]
 
   When Park Yong-wan’s attack on a 6 Floor Dungeon was announced, it drew the attention of the world . 
 
   [Park Yong-wan’s shocking declaration! Will he target all the 6 Floor Dungeons that appeared in Korea?!]
 
   [Park Yong-wan will go above and beyond and conquer another 6 Floor Dungeon!]
 
   It was clear that Park Yong-wan’s second attack on a 6 Floor Dungeon would affect the balance and order of the world . 
 
   Of course, the Frontier Guild would have no choice but to act on it . 
 
   “There will be a break for a week . ”
 
   It was for this reason that Kim Woo-jin was given a proper break for the first time . 
 
   It was a half baked vacation in the hotel provided by the Frontier Guild where they were still given food and were under guard .  
 
   “It’s really hard . ”
 
   So naturally, Kim Woo-jin complained . 
 
   -It’s even harder to break through the surveillance and sneak the cellphone in, as the person who had to analyze the hotel’s design and then recruit the person to plant it was not easy for me at all . 
 
   Of course, from Oh Se-chan’s perspective, it was absurd to hear . 
 
   After hearing Oh Se-chan’s words, Kim Woo-jin let out a laugh and cut the end off a stick like thing in his hand before putting it in his mouth and chewing on it . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Meanwhile, the conversation continued . 
 
   -Well I don’t think I need to explain the situation . As soon as Park Yong-wan enters that dungeon, those Frontier Guild bastards will reveal their true faces . 
 
   Odok! Odok! (TL: take it as the sounds of Kim Woo-jin eating)
 
   -There main goal should be to curb Park Yong-wan . They intend to finish it all at once . If they intended to have a long term war then the Frontier Guild wouldn’t have come forward in the first place . 
 
   Odok! Odok!
 
   -I think the timeframe they set was three months, and now two months have passed already . So for the rest of the month they might threaten you in some way . 
 
   Odok! Odok! 
 
   -So be careful . The Frontier Guild will try to capture you using the Phoenix Guild . You can’t trust anyone in the dungeon . You need to think that everyone is a potential enemy . So never…
 
   Odok! Odok!
 
   -…When talking on the phone with someone, can’t you eat silently?
 
   Finally Oh Se-chan couldn’t take it and spoke to Kim Woo-jin who had been eating during the call .  
 
   -Are you making fun of me because of the free room service now?
 
   Kim Woo-jin finally answered . 
 
   “Sorry . I didn’t know where else to eat the Horned Fox’s horn . Can I just reveal myself openly and eat it?”
 
   -What? The Horned Fox’s horn?
 
   Oh Se-chan was naturally surprised and while he had his surprised reaction, Kim Woo-jin put the last piece of the horned fox in his mouth . 
 
   Then a notification appeared in front of him . 
 
   [The mysterious power of the horned fox’s horn enhances your power . ]
 
   [The Horned Fox’s horn has enhanced the power of the Skeleton Soldier skill . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled at that notification . 
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   The Frontier Guild . 
 
   As on the world’s five strongest guilds, and with the full support of the United States government, it obviously had its hand in a few secret organizations . 
 
   Like the Pathfinders .  
 
   The role of the Pathfinders was, just like their name, to be the pioneers . 
 
   They were the ones who would go ahead of the Frontier Guild and create a path for them .  
 
   But this time, their pioneering target wasn’t a dungeon, but a country . 
 
   For political reasons, as well as many other reasons, the Frontier Guild couldn’t reach their target . 
 
   “Now we’ll be done by next week . ”
 
   “I’m glad that Park Yong-wan decided to enter the dungeon early . I’d lose my mind if I had to stay here any longer . ”
 
   The players that had been sent to Park Yong-wan by the Frontier Guild were actually Pathfinders . 
 
   Unsurprisingly, they had no intentions of helping Park Yong-wan as agreed in the contract . 
 
   Their goal was to gain Park Yong-wan’s trust and then force him into a corner, to make him hand over everything, including the Phoenix Guild, to the Frontier Guild . 
 
   “Park Yong-wan was also in a hurry . That’s the only reason he believed us and decided to enter the dungeon so fast . ”
 
   The Frontier Guild had succeeded in getting Park Yong-wan’s trust . The evidence of this was in the fact that Park Yong-wan had decided to enter a dungeon . 
 
   Naturally, the Frontier Guild was ready to move onto the next level . 
 
   “Let’s get this over with and head back . It would be terrible to imagine if something happened and we had to stay here . ”
 
   As was stating before, they intended to push Park Yong-wan into a corner .  
 
   “Ah, we worked so hard to help them grow and now we have to kill them . I now understand the way cowboys feel toward their cows . ”
 
   They also intended to deal with the guards who could be called Park Yong-wan’s hands and feet .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Of course, not all of them would be killed . 
 
   “I’d rather kill them . I have to act like I was tricked . ”
 
   “Right . It’s better to just kill all of them . ”
 
   They were going to let a few of the guards survive . 
 
   That way, the survivors will cry and say that the opponents they faced were unusual and they could only run away . 
 
   “Sam, what about you?”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “Disposal or acting?”
 
   “Disposal . ”
 
   Fortunately, Sam Oliver only had to deal with one player, Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “So lucky . ”
 
   “It’s not just that . He’s only in charge of one person right?”
 
   “One person? He only needs to kill one? Damn, our team needs to kill seven . ”
 
   “Sam has always been lucky . Why else would he be called lucky Sam?”
 
   He didn’t need to pretend, he just needed to kill one person, he was the luckiest out of all his colleagues .  
 
   But Sam Oliver’s expression wasn’t good when he heard his colleagues jealousy .  
 
   Of course, it wasn’t because he didn’t want to hear that he was lucky . 
 
   He also thought that he was the most fortunate among the players that had come on this operation . 
 
   ‘Why did team leader Naomi say that?’
 
   Two hours before their team leader Naomi Spell, a black woman with long straight hair, had given a personal mission to Sam Oliver . 
 
   ‘What did she mean to take a professional with me to get information?’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   What’s more, her mission was for him to take an expert into the dungeon to extract information from Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘It suddenly became troublesome . ’
 
   Of course, it wasn’t listed as an official mission from the Frontier Guild . 
 
   If it was an official mission would there be a need for her to call him separately and make a personal request?
 
   This was why Sam Oliver’s expression wasn’t good . 
 
   Of course, the answer was already out . 
 
   Naomi Spell had a large influence in the Frontier Guild and she was one of the main points of contact between them and the CIA . 
 
   ‘I have to succeed somehow . ’
 
   Sam Oliver did not have the power to refuse the mission . 
 
   ‘Somehow . ’
 
   So Sam Oliver had to prepare . 
 
   D-day was near . 
 
   …
 
   A Cadillac Escalade .  
 
   The vehicles, famous because the US president rode in them, were moving in a line along a highway . 
 
   It was an interesting sight for anyone to see and Kim Woo-jin was in the middle of it . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s appearance was more akin to a prisoner being transported . 
 
   No one would consider sitting in the middle of the backseat between two mean looking men wielding guns, furthest away from the door, as VIP treatment .  
 
   It was more like prisoner treatment .  
 
   “How much longer?”
 
   “Why do you want to know?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The Frontier Guild members that filled his surroundings did not bother to give him any information . That was the treatment that Kim Woo-jin received from them . 
 
   The members of the Frontier Guild had never treated Kim Woo-jin as a player, colleague or ally even once . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin never thought of them like that either . 
 
   ‘There is more preparation today than usual, so as expected, it’s D-Day . ’
 
   He didn’t have a habit of pretending to talk to people who he’d end up fighting and killing after . 
 
   In the silence, the vehicle stopped moving .  
 
   “Get off . ”
 
   The place where the four cars had stopped was Dongtan’s 2nd New Town . 
 
   A few years ago, it was a place where apartment buildings shot up like bamboo shoots after a heavy rain, but in the advent of the appearance of the dungeon gates, it became ruins after suffering from the monsters attacks . 
 
   “Get ready everyone!”
 
   “We’ll enter in one hour!”
 
   The players there were making a fuss as they got ready .  
 
   “This should be the dungeon report . ”
 
   In the clutter, Kim Woo-jin saw something looking like the dungeon report and after looking it over, he confirmed it . 
 
   [Sawtooth Wolf’s Den]
 
   -Floors: 2
 
   -Difficulty: C+ rank
 
   -Maximum number of entries: 50
 
   -Requirements: Level 60 and below
 
   -Conditions: Defeat the leader of the Sawtooth Wolf on the Second Floor!
 
   -Rewards:None
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   In fact it was meaningless .  
 
   Getting the dungeon report 1 hour before entering the dungeon was the same as not seeing it all since there would be no time to prepare . 
 
   In fact, Kim Woo-jin usually didn’t do anything in the dungeon and just had to follow them around . 
 
   But today was different . 
 
   The eyes looking at Kim Woo-jin were different from the start . 
 
   ‘They intend to kill me . ’
 
   There was a difference between the eyes of someone looking at their livestock while feeding it and the eyes of someone looking at their livestock while preparing to slaughter it . . 
 
   And Kim Woo-jin was someone who knew that difference very well . 
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin would need to also move differently as well . 
 
   ‘I need to send a signal . ’
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin swung his hands and said lightly . 
 
   “It’s strangely creepy . ”
 
   WooWoong!
 
   At that moment Kim Woo-jin’s cell phone began to vibrate and he took it out as if he was expecting it . 
 
   “Stop moving . ”
 
   Immediately one of the watchdogs nearby noticed . 
 
   “Where did you come from?”
 
   The monitor asked Kim Woo-jin about the call and Kim Woo-jin showed him the caller ID on the phone screen . 
 
   “It’s an urgent call . I’ll put it on speaker, so please allow it . ”
 
   At the end, the monitor nodded and Kim Woo-jin answered before immediately shouting . 
 
   “What do you want? You need 5 billion?”
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   “Yes, I’ll keep that in mind . Yes . ”
 
   An hour before entering the dungeon, Sam Oliver received a call . 
 
   The call was from Naomi Spell . 
 
   “I’ll do as captain says . ”
 
   The content of the call was only a reaffirmation of the plan in the dungeon . 
 
   “I’ll make sure . ”
 
   Sam Oliver’s facial expression at the end of the call was not good . 
 
   ‘Why is Kim Woo-jin so important to the team leader Naomi?’
 
   It would be strange if the face of a general employee would be good after they were given a personal mission from their boss . 
 
   ‘I have to deal with this properly . ’
 
   Naturally, the burden of perfecting the task lay in Sam Oliver’s heart . 
 
   It was around that time . 
 
   “What?”
 
   A subordinate brought him news . 
 
   “The piggy doesn’t want to enter the dungeon?”
 
   He received news that Kim Woo-jin refused to enter the dungeon . 
 
   “I don’t know all the details, but it’s something about needing 5 million dollars right now . ”
 
   The reason was that he needed 5 million dollars or 5 billion won1 .  
 
   “So he’s asking for one more day so he can borrow the money . ”
 
   Because he needed to find the money, Kim Woo-jin was requesting that they postpone the dungeon attack one day . 
 
   “Is that bastard crazy?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was absurd to Sam Oliver . 
 
   From his point of view, the pig, who he was about to slaughter in an hour, suddenly had a problem in his house so he was asking for another day . 
 
   If it was a normal situation, Sam Oliver would have thrown Kim Woo-jin into the dungeon after breaking both his legs . 
 
   “Is it not a lie? Isn’t he trying to get away?”
 
   “We did a simple investigation of the sender’s number and were sure that Kim Woo-jin owes a sum of 5 million dollars . All the money in his bank account has already been withdrawn . ”
 
   “Damn it . ”
 
   There was no way he could afford to delay a day when he had a task that needed to be completed perfectly . 
 
   “What if we just took him?”
 
   “He would resist . He could just run away . It seems to be an urgent situation and from his face, it seems as though he would not hesitate to run if we force him to stay . ”
 
   It was then . 
 
   “Hey, I’m here because of Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   New information arrived . 
 
   “I think Kim Woo-jin will contact the Phoenix Guild . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   The information made Sam Oliver’s forehead crease . 
 
   “What is that supposed to mean?”
 
   “That…I think he intends to borrow money from the Phoenix Guild . ”
 
   “Who will he contact in the Phoenix Guild?”
 
   “Park Yong-wan’s secretary…”
 
   When he heard those words, Sam Oliver clenched his teeth . 
 
   ‘I have to stop that from happening . ’
 
   Until now, it was because of Park Yong-wan’s acceptance that the Frontier Guild could make use of his guards . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   If Park Yong-wan didn’t accept it then they would not have acted that way, even if they were the Frontier Guild . 
 
   So if Park Yong-wan was around, the Frontier Guild would be able to do everything as usual .  
 
   But now Park Yong-wan was in the dungeon, so his secretary was acting in his stead . 
 
   ‘It’s even more of a hassle now . ’
 
   That’s why the situation now was different from usual . 
 
   Park Yong-wan’s secretary would probably accept Kim Woo-jin’s request the moment she heard it .  
 
   For one, it was not unusual to postpone a dungeon attack by a day or two on occasion, and the secretary would definitely not refuse Kim Woo-jin’s request . 
 
   Honestly, weren’t the Frontier Guild’s actions a bit irrational?
 
   ‘If she ignored it and then he went into a dungeon and died…’
 
   Above all, the Frontier Guild intended to kill Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘Things are becoming complicated . ’
 
   That was the most troubling part . 
 
   Park Yong-wan’s secretary could ignore the proposal to delay the dungeon attack . 
 
   But what would happen if she ignored it and Kim Woo-jin entered the dungeon only to die . 
 
   Would Park Yong-wan just sit still and watch . 
 
   He would find a great deal of fault, and the result of that criticism would fall directly onto Sam Oliver . 
 
   So Sam Oliver made a decision . 
 
   “Lend Kim Woo-jin 5 million dollars . ”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   “We have that much money! Lend him! Since he wants to borrow it so much, he can get it from us!”
 
   The man looked surprised .  
 
   “But that guy…”
 
   Would it make sense to lend 5 million to someone who was going to die?
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   That wasn’t common sense . 
 
   “Messing up the work or losing 5 million dollars, which one is more important?”
 
   However, Sam Oliver was adamant .  
 
   “I know . ”
 
   “Then let’s get ready to enter the dungeon . ”
 
   Of course, Sam Oliver made a commitment at that moment . 
 
   ‘I’ll make him pay for that 5 million . ’
 
   He intended to make Kim Woo-jin pay somehow . 
 
   About ten minutes later, he got a call . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin will enter the dungeon . ”
 
   …
 
   [Survive for 4 days . ]
 
   “Motherf…”
 
   As soon as the quest alert was heard, groans could be heard from all the people who entered the dungeon . 
 
   However, the moment of groaning was short .  
 
   It was because at this moment Sam Oliver looked at Kim Woo-jin with the eyes of a predator . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin had already noticed it . 
 
   ‘This isn’t a very good place to kill me and clean it up . ’
 
   The goal of the Frontier Guild in this dungeon was to get rid of Kim Woo-jin and in such a situation, a survival quest was not good . 
 
   If Kim Woo-jin noticed and ran away, it would be very troublesome if he moved to the second floor after 4 days . 
 
   In other words, it was the best stage for Kim Woo-jin instead . 
 
   “Don’t lift a finger as usual, I’ll break one of your legs if you mess with me . ”
 
   “I’ll keep that in mind . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Even if he sat still they would still make a body out of Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘From the situation, they probably intend to kill me on the 4th day and move on to the second floor . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s plan against them was simple . 
 
   Prepare for the hunt and wait for the time to come . 
 
   Sik!
 
   And so Kim Woo-jin made his preparations . 
 
   As everyone finally looked away from him, he slipped a ring on his finger . 
 
   [The Plus Ring has been equipped . ]
 
   [All skills increased by one rank . ]
 
   [The rank of the Blood Poison skill has reached the Transcendent Rank . ]
 
   Then he heard a new notification .  
 
   [The rank of the Skeleton Soldier skill has reached the Transcendent Rank . ]
 
   And with that notification, a new skill window appeared before Kim Woo-jin’s eyes . 
 
   [Skeleton Soldier]
 
   -Rank: EX
 
   -Effect:
 
   -Can summon skeletons of all races
 
    
 
   -Number of summons: 12
 
   Looking at it, Kim Woo-jin sank into his thoughts . 
 
   “The Sawtooth Wolves…I have a bad memory . ’
 
   What came to his mind was when he had to deal with the skeleton monsters summoned by the King of Undead .  
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   When the World became like a game, the number of players began to skyrocket and numerous guilds appeared one after another . 
 
   Due to the increasing number of guilds, that large number of players suddenly seemed inadequate and so guilds began competing . 
 
   It was not easy for the top 5 guilds who appeared during these competitions . 
 
   The Frontier Guild was one of these guilds . 
 
   Of course, some would say that the Frontier only managed to become one of the top 5 guilds in the world with the help of a superpower like the United States . 
 
   If it wasn’t for the United States, they would never have entered the top guild rankings . 
 
   They were not wrong . 
 
   But would a country like the United States give support to the Frontier Guild for absolutely no reason?
 
   That was impossible . 
 
   The Frontier Guild was able to gain the complete support from the United States government because it proved that it was worthy of receiving such support . 
 
   The level of the players in the Frontier Guild could not be compared to those outside of it . 
 
   The Frontier Guild only accepted players who could successfully pass their many tests and trials . 
 
   Even in the Phoenix Guild, it would be a great thing if they could receive just one such player . 
 
   Their skills were certain to that extent . 
 
   ‘C+ rank hunting grounds are the best for leveling . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who had watched them closely for a month, was forced to acknowledge the skills of the Frontier Guild . 
 
   In other words, Kim Woo-jin had a good understanding of just how good they were . 
 
   Their skills, how they fight, how they move, their habits and their various personalities…he knew all of it . 
 
   He also knew the best ways to hunt such prey . 
 
   Because of this, they would not miss their intentions . 
 
   ‘They will move sooner or later . ’
 
   On the 3rd day in the dungeon, he didn’t miss the killing intent that they had toward him . 
 
   He also didn’t forget that a hunter should always make a move before his prey . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Then I’ll make a move too . ’
 
   So Kim Woo-jin started moving . 
 
   A total of 40 players had entered the Sawtooth Wolf’s dungeon, consisting of 14 from the Phoenix Guild, 12 from the Frontier Guild and 14 members from other guilds . 
 
   The Frontier Guild and the Phoenix Guild were already partners and those from the other guilds were also prepared by the Frontier Guild from the start . 
 
   “Hey, Sam . ”
 
   “What is it?”
 
   “Isn’t it too much to bring 39 people to kill one?”
 
   Naturally, the Frontier Guild’s members thought it was overkill . 
 
   “It’s too much . ”
 
   Sam Oliver had the same feeling . 
 
   To be honest, he felt it was already quite ridiculous . 
 
   “It’s already too much for me to catch some guy that has nothing but a little poison . ”
 
   “I don’t think Sam needs to go?”
 
   A guy like Kim Woo-jin would never be a match for Sam Oliver alone, it was overkill . 
 
   Considering what Kim Woo-jin had shown them so far, it was understandable for them to have such thoughts . 
 
   The two of them naturally turned to look at Kim Woo-jin as they were having their conversation . 
 
   He was sitting alone in a corner, watching their surroundings while munching on an energy which was all the Frontier Guild provided him . 
 
   Of course the Frontier Guild didn’t feel compassion or anything of the sort . 
 
   “Sam, when are you gonna do it?”
 
   Would the slaughterer feel compassion for the slaughtered pigs?
 
   “Let’s finish it quickly . ”
 
   From their perspective, they just wanted to finish the job as soon as possible . 
 
   Sam Oliver turned to his teammate . 
 
   “I have something else to add as well . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “What do you mean?”
 
   “I need to get information from that guy before I kill him . ”
 
   As he heard that, the teammate tilted his head . 
 
   His mission had been to get rid of Kim Woo-jin and he didn’t remember seeing anything about getting information anywhere . 
 
   “What do…”
 
   “Well that…”
 
   Sam Oliver attempted to explain his situation to his questioning colleague . 
 
   But at that moment . 
 
   “Kuluk!”
 
   Kim Woo-jin began to cough loudly . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “What’s going on?”
 
   While everyone looked on in astonishment, Kim Woo-jin’s cough became stronger and stronger as his face progressively became red . 
 
   Kuluk! Kuluk!
 
   “Blood?”
 
   “That’s blood isn’t it?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin started bleeding . 
 
   One of the healers tried to approach Kim Woo-jin to check the situation, but Sam Oliver shouted at them .  
 
   “Don’t approach! That blood is poisonous . ”
 
   “Ah!”
 
   Blood Poison . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s skill came to everyone’s mind and they all did their best to distance themselves from him . 
 
   “Stay back . ”
 
   “Don’t get close . ”
 
   Meanwhile, Kim Woo-jin’s cough became progressively worse until eventually he collapsed on the ground . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s body on the ground was as still as a corpse and this fact was immediately noticed by all those watching . 
 
   “Is he dead?”
 
   “I think he’s dead . ”
 
   In the mess, the tension that everyone was feeling slowly dispersed . 
 
   ‘If that guy is dead then the mission is over right?’
 
   ‘Is it really ending like this?’
 
   In the beginning, they were tightening the strings of their tension to kill Kim Woo-jin . In other words, since Kim Woo-jin died then they will no longer be tense and their vigilance would be greatly reduced . 
 
   ‘This drives me crazy . ’
 
   Of course, Sam Oliver’s situation was different . 
 
   Naomi Spell’s instructions were clear . 
 
   She would send an expert to extract information from Kim Woo-jin so he had to pass Kim Woo-jin over to that expert . 
 
   The expert, of course, was an expert on torture who could only get information from living people . 
 
   In addition, the expert was under the protection of another group elsewhere . 
 
   ‘I need to get to him right now . ’
 
   At that moment, what came to Sam Oliver’s mind was to get the expert as soon as possible and make an excuse . 
 
   ‘No, I’ll need to get everyone together . ’
 
   Before anything else, they all needed to gather . 
 
   As he was having crazy thoughts, Sam Oliver turned to his colleague . 
 
   “We need to get everyone here . ”
 
   “Everyone?”
 
   “You go to the Phoenix Guild, I’ll go to the other guilds . ”
 
   After that, Sam Oliver looked at the 10 remaining men . 
 
   “You guys watch over Kim Woo-jin’s condition!”
 
   “Will you treat him?
 
   “Treatment?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Even if you prepare for and identify the poison, will you treat it?”
 
   Sam Oliver’s head felt heavy after hearing the remarks of his colleague . 
 
   ‘The Frontier Guild’s mission is to kill him and Naomi’s personal request is to get information from him . ’
 
   The weight was lifted slightly . 
 
   ‘If he dies, then I’ll only be slightly reprimanded, but if I do anything else and something happens then I’ll really be in trouble . ’
 
   It wasn’t a difficult calculation for him to determine which, between the Frontier Guild’s mission and an Executive’s request, was heavier to bear . 
 
   “Don’t treat it . We don’t know what the problem is so it’s best if we avoid it . Remember our mission is to get rid of Kim Woo-jin . If you think that he is going to die, then let him die . ”
 
   Kuluk!
 
   At that time Kim Woo-jin let out another cough, showing that he wasn’t yet dead . 
 
   Sam Oliver frowned at that . 
 
   “Move, quickly!”
 
   After saying that, Sam Oliver and his colleague split up to complete their objectives . 
 
   After they left, the other 10 members surrounded Kim Woo-jin in case of emergency, but still kept their distance . 
 
   “Is he really dead?”
 
   “I think he’s alive because he coughs from time to time . ”
 
   “Well, isn’t it better to just kill him? In his current state, we could just shoot an arrow and end it . ”
 
   Of course, proper surveillance was impossible . 
 
   The string of tension had already been cut and their vigilance had already fallen . 
 
   That was why . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Siik!
 
   That was the reason why the first victim Kim Woo-jin, who had been previously laying on the floor like a corpse, attacked, could not even make a sound before his head was separated from his torso . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “What the?”
 
   And it was also the reason why the nine did not show a proper response at the sight of the first victim, and only watched on as a bloody smoke emanated from Kim Woo-jin’s body . 
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   “Are you serious? Kim Woo-jin coughed up blood and collapsed?”
 
   Sam Oliver nervously answered the asian man’s question . 
 
   “Obviously, it wasn’t my fault . ”
 
   “This is such a headache . I have to get the information from him somehow…”
 
   It was then . 
 
   A wolf appeared in front of them . 
 
   The wolf was quite large as it was over 2 meters in length . 
 
   When it discovered Sam Oliver and the asian man, it stopped .  
 
   Grrr!
 
   It bared its fangs at them . 
 
   It’s teeth were rather startling as they were reminiscent of a shark’s teeth . 
 
   This was a Sawtooth wolf . 
 
   It’s appearance made the body of the asian man freeze . He was only a torture expert who was only level 14 at best . 
 
   But Sam Oliver was different . 
 
   As soon as he saw the Sawtooth Wolf reveal its teeth, he threw a spear in his hands at it . 
 
   Puchuk!
 
   The spear shattered the head of the wolf before flying out of its tailbone . 
 
   “すげぇ(Awesome)”
 
   The asian man shouted in Japanese without realizing it . 
 
   ‘Japanese?’
 
   Sam Oliver frowned slightly at the appearance of the unexpected language . 
 
   The asian man shut his mouth quickly as if realising his mistake . 
 
   The atmosphere quickly became awkward . 
 
   “…let’s go quickly . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Afterwards, Sam Oliver recovered his spear before speaking to the asian man . 
 
   As he heard this, the asian man nodded silently . 
 
   However, the awkward atmosphere stayed around them without any signs of disappearing . 
 
   It was only when they arrived back at the main camp that the awkward atmosphere finally disappeared . 
 
   ‘Ah . ’
 
   ‘Ah . ’
 
   It wasn’t possible for the awkward atmosphere to stay when they were faced with 10 dead bodies . 
 
   …
 
   In reality, the Messiah Guild was an untouchable area . 
 
   A topic so sacred that even the world’s most feared terrorist would not dare to lay their hands on the Messiah Guild . 
 
   So the best place for those who had animosity and dissatisfaction toward the Messiah Guild were dungeons . 
 
   One of the missions of the Hunting Dog, Kim Woo-jin, was to deal with situations like those . 
 
   Of course, in the course of that, sometimes there would be some unexpected situations . 
 
   For example; if you had to survive against 98 players with 2 or less players due to an unexpected betrayal . 
 
   ‘Since I already got rid of 10 people, only 29 remain . ’
 
   For Kim Woo-jin who had survived such an incident, this was pitiful . 
 
   Moreover, this situation was not unexpected . 
 
   ‘They hunted a lot more than I expected . ’
 
   If there was anything that Kim Woo-jin didn’t expect, it was that the members of the Frontier Guild and the others who had entered the dungeon to kill him, had killed quite a large number of monsters . 
 
   It was a good thing for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘I can finish much faster than I expected . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who stood in front of the corpses had this thought before immediately sacrificing them to summon skeletons . 
 
   It was an Orc that became the first offering to summon a skeleton, followed by a Goblin . 
 
   The familiar Orc and Goblin Skeleton Soldiers had glistening eyes as they awaited their battle instructions . 
 
   At the same time, Kim Woo-jin noticed the body of a Sawtooth Wolf . 
 
   ‘I’m finally getting a new type of skeleton . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Skeleton Soldiers could be made out of whatever Kim Woo-jin hunted . 
 
   However, not everything could be sacrificed .  
 
   There were size and race limits . (TL: aren’t the orcs like…huge?)
 
   In simpler terms, only monsters that could walk bipedally like humans could be sacrificed . 
 
   Werewolves could be used as a sacrifice, but normal wolves couldn’t be used . 1
 
   [Creating Sawtooth Wolf Skeleton Soldier . ]
 
   The way to solve this limitation was for the skill to reach the transcendent rank . 
 
   The moment the skill reached the EX rank, he became able to make anything into a Skeleton Soldier . 
 
   Of course, for him to sacrifice a huge monster to create a Skeleton Soldier, it required an enormous amount of Magic Power and to maintain it required a similarly large amount of Magic Power . 
 
   Even if it was a boss monster, there was no reason to turn it into a Skeleton Soldier if you considered the cost . 
 
   ‘Now I can use Pharaoh’s Power properly . ’
 
   The result of the combination of the transcendent ranked Skeleton Soldier skill and the Pharaoh’s Power skill was the King of the Undead . 
 
   This ability was now being demonstrated by Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   In an instant, a group of thirty skeletons had appeared before Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Looking at his new group of soldiers on four legs instead of two, Kim Woo-jin pulled out the Grim Reaper’s mask from his inventory . 
 
   ‘Let’s get this over with quickly’
 
   The hunt had officially started . 
 
   …
 
   “How did this happen?”
 
   “Wasn’t it over?”
 
   “Who did it? Was it Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   As they looked at the 10 bodies before them, the other 29 players discussed among themselves . 
 
   The conversation didn’t show any signs of stopping . 
 
   “So what should we do?”
 
   “We have to catch him . ”
 
   “Do you even know where he is?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “That…”
 
   It was only because he couldn’t answer a question that silence fell . 
 
   Eventually, as the conversation had ended, they all turned their eyes to Sam Oliver who was the leader of the operation .  
 
   But Sam Oliver was just as confused . 
 
   ‘How did this happen?’
 
   No, Sam Oliver was more confused than all the rest . 
 
   ‘How did 10 people…’
 
   The 10 who died weren’t 10 ordinary players, but talents that were recognized by the Frontier Guild . 
 
   Even Sam Oliver himself couldn’t guarantee his chances of fleeing much less winning in front of these 10 players . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin had managed to kill these 10 . 
 
   The scene was also quite neat with no signs of a great struggle . 
 
   ‘He’s dangerous . ’
 
   He made the best possible choice after repeated warnings from his instincts . 
 
   Gather everyone together so they could take care of each other . 
 
   “Sam, I think you need to give some orders to everyone,”
 
   Then under the reminder from his subordinate, Sam Oliver did not hesitate to pull an item out of his inventory . 
 
   It was Percival’s Spear, an item that Sam Olver only used in extremely dangerous situations . 
 
   “Everyone, prepare for battle . Be extremely careful . ”
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   “Something is coming!”
 
   Everyone turned once they heard the yell . 
 
   Then thirty creatures entered their sights . 
 
   “Skeletons?”
 
   “Skeletons!”
 
   When the Skeleton Soldiers arrived, the players became nervous and the atmosphere became a mess . 
 
   In any case they didn’t have to think about anything else when faced with something that had obvious hostility toward them . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Sam Oliver also didn’t worry too much any more . 
 
   “Prepare for battle!”
 
   From now on, all he had to focus on was crushing all the enemies that came . 
 
   “Tanks at the front! Healers in the middle! Mages you attack from the back! End this battle as soon as possible”
 
   That was why Sam Oliver gave the other players their orders .  
 
   Heavily armored men formed a line at the front and behind them were healers that were also covered in some armor . At the back of them all were the mages who were preparing to cast their spells . 
 
   And at the forefront, stood Sam Oliver . 
 
   While everyone was staring at the skeletons ahead of them, they completely forgot the 10 bodies behind them . 
 
   Pung!
 
   So naturally, when the bodies exploded, there was no way they could react properly to it . 
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   “Ack!”
 
   Screams came from the back . 
 
   Clang!
 
   And from the front the sounds of weapons making contact with each could be heard . 
 
   At that moment, everyone had a scary intuition . 
 
   ‘It’s over . ’
 
   They couldn’t win this battle . 
 
   Only Sam Oliver had a different idea . 
 
   He was completely confident that they would win this battle even if there were a couple sacrifices . 
 
   ‘With the Spear of Percival these skeletons are nothing!’
 
   The spear in his hands had him convinced . 
 
   And Percival’s Spear indeed had what it took to give him that confidence . 
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   “You want to go against the skeletons?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin was the one standing in front of Sam Oliver, not a skeleton . 
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   The situation just before the battle was filled with tension . 
 
   Boom!
 
   Then the corpse explosion caused the entire situation to become distorted . 
 
   “Ack!”
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   The wizards at the back were basically powerless . 
 
   “Damn it!”
 
   “Hang on!”
 
   The healers waiting in the second row turned to help the wizards and the tanks at the front were then forced into a scuffle without realising that there were no healers paying attention to them at that point .  
 
   Sam Oliver was the only one who wasn’t shaken by the series of events . 
 
   And Kim Woo-jin was the only one who moved to deal with Sam Oliver . So the two rushed toward each other, weapons in hand . 
 
   The eyes of the two rushing forward were different from normal . 
 
   Sam Oliver’s eyes were shining with a rarely seen determination and Kim Woo-jin’s eyes behind the Grim Reaper’s mask shined golden . (TL: I‘d just like to point out that no one shouted ‘Isaac Ivanov’ yet)
 
   There was a difference between the two . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Sam Oliver was already anticipating the difficulty of the coming fight, but Kim Woo-jin was using the brief period before the fight began, to instead analyze Sam Oliver’s status by using the Eye of Horus . 
 
   ‘Percival’s Spear . ’
 
   [Percival’s Spear]
 
   -Rating: Legendary
 
   -Physical Attack: 255
 
   -Required Level: Level 1 or higher
 
   -Description: A spear used by the Knight Percival . Wounds caused by this spear are not easy to recover
 
   -Increased physical attack in proportion to the level of the user
 
   -Increased base damage by 30% when attacking
 
   -Increased penetration
 
   Naturally, an analysis of Percival’s Spear was also done . 
 
   In fact, there wasn’t much of a need for the analysis . 
 
   ‘This is my third time meeting it . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin had had two experiences with the player who wielded Percival’s Spear before returning to the past . 
 
   Of course, they weren’t very good experiences . 
 
   ‘It was dangerous both times . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Battles that were fierce enough to cross the line of being considered life and death would be hard to consider as good experiences . 
 
   Regardless, he acknowledged that Percival’s Spear was a good weapon . 
 
   A weapon that was powerful enough to give the legendary Hunting Dog, Kim Woo-jin, bad memories . 
 
   ‘Because there’s no way to stop this unique item…’
 
   Firstly, the effect that increased its penetration power was a major problem . 
 
   The explanation of the effect was simple, but in fact the power of that effect was unstoppable unless it was facing another legendary item . 
 
   ‘The moment it attacked it would leave a fatal wound . ’
 
   More importantly, it also had the ability to reduce one’s resilience .  
 
   As indicated in the description before, wounds caused by Percival’s Spear were not easy to recover from . 
 
   This meant that even with a powerful recovery ability or healing factor, fast recovery was impossible and even with recovery skills or items it was impossible to treat . 
 
   The synergy caused by the combination of those two seemingly simple effects, was much more powerful that one would initially expect . 
 
   ‘I should avoid face to face confrontations . ’
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin had absolutely no intentions of matching the powerful Percival’s Spear head on . 
 
   ‘It must end in one exchange . ’
 
   What he wanted was only one exchange .  
 
   And that exchange had begun . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Hup!”
 
   After taking a deep breath, Sam Oliver thrust his spear towards Kim Woo-jin’s head at a fast pace . 
 
   Wik!
 
   Kim Woo-jin avoided by turning his head to the side as if he’d expected such an attack from the beginning . 
 
   ‘He aimed for the head as expected . ’
 
   No, he’d already known . 
 
   ‘Because there was an 88% probability . ’ 
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew this because Sam Oliver preferred fast endings, whenever he intended to end a battle quickly, he would aim for the head 88% of the time and this information had been gained by Kim Woo-jin in the month that he’d been followed by the Frontier Guild’s group in the dungeons . 
 
   Naturally, as Sam Oliver had approached him like he’d expected, Kim Woo-jin carried out the plan he’d prepared . 
 
   Puhp! (TL: literally ‘푸흡’ )
 
   Kim Woo-jin bit his tongue and spat a mouthful of black blood in Sam Oliver’s face . 
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   The blood entered through the holes in Sam Oliver’s helmet and went into his eyes . 
 
   [You have been poisoned by Black Blood . ]
 
   The poison alert popped up for both Kim Woo-jin and Sam Oliver . 
 
   [You have been blinded . ]
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   And another notification followed immediately . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   With that announcement, Sam Oliver’s world became dyed black, causing him to be rather scared . 
 
   He couldn’t help but be surprised . 
 
   ‘The Third tail of the Nine-tailed Fox is really convenient . ’
 
   He would have never imagined that Kim Woo-jin was in position of the Third tail of the Nine-tailed Fox nor that he was capable of blinding his opponents simply by spitting some blood . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who’d achieved his goal, kicked the now distracted Sam Oliver . 
 
   Bang!
 
   Sam Oliver quickly took a few steps backward before he caught himself and lowered his posture with the spear held in front of him, trying to monitor his surroundings with his other senses since he couldn’t use his eyes . 
 
   “Fuck!” (english)
 
   He had an amazing sense of balance as well as an admirable ability to cope . 
 
   Sam Oliver still had the will to fight . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin no longer had any intentions of fighting Sam Oliver, so he naturally took a few steps back . 
 
   Instead, Sam Oliver’s new opponents appeared . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   Three Sawtooth Wolf skeletons, they would be Sam Oliver’s new opponents . 
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   Among dogs, beasts and humans, of course it was the dog that had the best body for hunting or combat . 
 
   The reason being that dogs and beasts had higher physical limits than humans . 
 
   Of course, the humans’ ability to use tools and their thinking capabilities were not things that could be compared to beasts . 
 
   But what would happen if there was a dog with a human’s thinking ability . 
 
   What if that human was Kim Woo-jin?
 
   The answer was very obvious . 
 
   “Fuck!” (English)
 
   For Sam Oliver, who had been trapped in a pitch black world, it was virtually impossible for him to deal with the Sawtooth Wolf skeletons . 
 
   From the start, the battle was not something that could be compared . 
 
   The new Sawtooth Wolf skeletons showcased a level of mobility and ability that the bipedal Skeleton Soldiers just couldn’t replicate . 
 
   Moreover, the two wolf skeletons worked perfectly together . 
 
   While one of them made noise and drew Sam Oliver’s attention, the other would crouch sneakily to bite his ankle before leaping away swiftly . 
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   In front of the battle style of the wolf skeletons, there was nothing that Sam Oliver could do except get bitten . 
 
   At that moment . 
 
   Sam Oliver swung his spear towards a sound before the other skeleton wolf bit on the wrist of the hand holding the spear . 
 
   “Kak!”
 
   Sam Oliver screamed out at the attack and dropped the spear that he was holding . 
 
   Sik!
 
   And as if he was waiting for that moment, Kim Woo-jin caught the spear that had been dropped . 
 
   Immediately after he collected the spear, Kim Woo-jin stabbed towards Sam Oliver’s head . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kwajik!
 
   Percival’s Spear pierced Sam Oliver’s head with ease . 
 
   That was the end . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin turned to look at the remaining players that were fighting the Skeleton Soldiers while holding the spear that now belonged to him, without paying any attention to the body of Sam Oliver that now sported a new hole in its head . 
 
   The battle had ended there . 
 
   …
 
   With the reputation of the Hunting Dog, Kim Woo-jin had reached its peak, people all around him had wondered . 
 
   “Which weapon does the hunting dog use the most?”
 
   Everyone had a different answer . 
 
   “Wasn’t it Balmung1? Doesn’t he use a sword like a ghost?”
 
   “He is amazing with a bow . Imagine if Tristan’s2 Bow, the Gandibana, was in his hands . ”
 
   “Well, what about an axe or a hammer instead of a bow? Wouldn’t it be better to die from a smashed head than to die from a blade or arrow? Since you’ll die anyway, at least it’ll be quick . ”
 
   The debate was never ending, but everyone who managed to watch Kim Woo-jin in battle could only think one thing . 
 
   Firstly, you should never give him a spear or anything with high penetration . 
 
   So in a battle where Kim Woo-jin wielded Percival’s Spear . 
 
   The word overwhelmingly was still not enough to express how truly horrific it was . 
 
   It was like watching a little child play with a group of ants with a wooden skewer . 
 
   Everyone died with only one attack . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was incredibly fast . 
 
   In the time that he wandered around the battlefield, he killed more players than who died in the melee while he was fighting Sam Oliver . 
 
   From the time of Sam Oliver’s death, it only took two minutes before only one survivor remained . 
 
   “Ooo…”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   If the last survivor had participated in the battle then it would’ve been even faster . 
 
   In other words, the last survivor had been hiding without participating in the battle and that was how a man named Hiroshi managed to be the last survivor . 
 
   Hiroshi, who had survived, looked at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Sp-, spare me . ”
 
   At that moment, Hiroshi came to a decision and shouted out some information . 
 
   “I have information . I, I was hired to get information out of you . ”
 
   At those words, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes narrowed and Hiroshi began speaking as if his life depended on it . 
 
   “I will give you my employer’s information if you spare me . I will actively cooperate with you and Park Yong-wan . N-, no! I, if you kill me you won’t get the information! I think it’s better to keep me alive . ”
 
   As his words reached the end, Hiroshi’s words became threats instead of requests . 
 
   “If you kill me, your boss Park Yong-wan would never forgive you!”
 
   That was the last straw, Kim Woo-jin didn’t bother to respond to him . 
 
   Instead his eyes became black . 
 
   [Eyes of Anubis activated . ]
 
   Puk!
 
   At that moment, Percival’s spear pierced through Hiroshi’s chest . 
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   Hiroshi became a corpse soon after and Kim Woo-jin’s mind was filled with his memories . 
 
   Why he came in, what he wanted and who his employer was . 
 
   ‘I see . ’
 
   At that moment Kim Woo-jin’s mind became clear again . 
 
   ‘Not all of the Frontier Guild went over . ’
 
   He wasn’t completely sure, but based on the information he had, it seems that not everyone in the higher up of the Frontier Guild knew of their relationship with the Messiah Guild . 
 
   It was positive news compared to what he’d believed before .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Oh Se-chan’s preparations can still be useful . ’
 
   The most important thing was that Oh Se-chan’s preparations might still be able to do a lot of damage to both the Frontier Guild and the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled at that fact . 
 
   ‘Now I’m looking forward to leaving the dungeon . ’
 
   …
 
   6 days after entering the dungeon . 
 
   [The Sawtooth Wolf Boss has been slain . ]
 
   The boss of the second floor, the Sawtooth Wolves’ leader, had been successfully hunted .  
 
   It only took one wound to kill him . 
 
   A spear stuck to its left flank was the only evidence of how it had died . 
 
   ‘Thanks to Percival’s Spear, it was very easy . ’
 
   Percival’s Spear had helped its newest owner Kim Woo-jin gain a very easy victory in the dungeon . 
 
   [The Dungeon has been cleared . ]
 
   Immediately after, there was a notification notifying him that he’d completed the dungeon . 
 
   “Inventory . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin opened his inventory after he saw the notification . 
 
   ‘Now it’s time to use the face that Oh Se-chan prepared . ’
 
   And he took a mask out of it . 
 
   …
 
   Naomi Spell .  
 
   She was a confident woman who was one of the executives of the Frontier Guild and she was the second in charge of the Pathfinders, one of the Frontier Guild’s secret organizations . 
 
   She had never lost to anyone before . 
 
   Even when meeting Park Shin-hye, instead of being nervous, she was able to look Park Shin-hye in the eyes confidently . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   That was also the case now . 
 
   When Park Shin-hye had commissioned her to gain information from a man called Kim Woo-jin, Naomi had confidently agreed to the job . 
 
   She believed that she could do the job even more perfectly than was expected . 
 
   ‘What the hell is going on here?’
 
   However, her confident expression could not be found at the moment . 
 
   Instead, she had a rather bad expression on her face . 
 
   What caused the expression on her face was the video she’d just seen on her tablet . 
 
   In the video, Sam Oliver, who had just come out of the dungeon with his team, removed the waiting personnel in the base camp . 
 
   Then in the next video she saw a scene showing Sam Oliver and Kim Woo-jin who should’ve been removed . 
 
   The meeting was short but the conversation was recorded . 
 
   -Kim if you’re wrong, you’re gonna pay for it with your life . 
 
   That was enough to tell her what happened in the dungeon . 
 
   ‘Sam Oliver betrayed me . ’
 
   This was what made Naomi Spell’s usually confident face, sink . 
 
   ‘This is an emergency . ’
 
   Moreover, this was not an ordinary job . 
 
   ‘Sam Oliver knew my past and betrayed me…I’m finished . ’
 
   The things that Naomi Spell had done were enough to crush the world . 
 
   She quickly came to a decision . 
 
   She took the SD card out of the tablet and destroyed it .  
 
   That was her decision . 
 
   ‘I have to deal with this before she finds out . ’
 
   She had the intention of covering this up before her real boss found out about it . 
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   Under the dark night sky, a group of people slowly enter an old fashioned car one by one . 
 
   The number of people that entered the car was quite high, as many as 11 of them . However even though the car was filled, it didn’t seem to be filled by people . 
 
   Instead it seemed to lack any warmth, as it was filled by ghosts instead of people . 
 
   This wasn’t an illusion . 
 
   “The skeletons look like real people with their faces covered . I couldn’t even tell if they were real or not . ”
 
   It wasn’t people who had entered the car, it was skeletons wearing masks on their faces . 
 
   “It’s really amazing how real they seem to be . ”
 
   The masks were truly sophisticated . 
 
   They were so sophisticated that it was almost impossible to tell if the skeletons were people or not without touching . 
 
   “So weird…”
 
   Lee Jin-ah who was sitting in the driver’s seat, stretched out his hand to the man sitting beside him . 
 
   He was trying to pinch their cheek . 
 
   At that moment however, the man in the passenger seat turned to give Lee Jin-ah a piercing gaze instead of saying anything . 
 
   That look was enough . 
 
   “…would you hit me if I pinched your cheek right now for fun?”
 
   He wanted to prove that the man was Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Damn, you’re too dangerous for me to mess around . ”
 
   As he stared at those eyes, Lee Jin-ah moved his hand from beside Kim Woo-jin’s face and placed it back on the steering wheel . 
 
   “So, how was your mission?”
 
   “It was great . ”
 
   As he responded briefly, Kim Woo-jin checked his face in the rearview mirror . 
 
   Sam Oliver’s face looked back at him . 
 
   ‘It’s really sophisticated . ’
 
   As Isaac Ivanov he had already experienced the sophistication of the mask, but the feeling of wearing the mask as a fictional character and as someone you killed were very different . 
 
   ‘Now he just needs to handle the aftermath . ’
 
   This was all part of Oh Se-chan’s plan . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Oh Se-chan intended to make Sam Oliver a traitor after he’d been killed by Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   It was the same as when Kim Woo-jin had killed Kim Je-hoon in the past . 
 
   However the difficulty and the scale this time was very different from the time with Kim Je-hoon . 
 
   Unlike then, Kim Woo-jin had gotten the masks for Sam Oliver and his men from Oh Se-chan since by using the Book of the Undead, he could summon the skeletons outside of the dungeon immediately . 
 
   So Kim Woo-jin acted as if Sam Oliver and his men betrayed the Frontier Guild . 
 
   ‘I’ve done my part . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin simply had to wait and rest while Oh Se-chan created, edited and distributed what he had to . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin had no intentions of resting . 
 
   “It was done well so let’s move on to the next step . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah frowned at those words . 
 
   “What else?”
 
   “I’ve graduated from the 2 Floor Dungeons . ”
 
   “Graduated?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s expression changed when he heard that . 
 
   “You’re going to enter a 3 Floor Dungeon?”
 
   Players had no choice but to start entering 3 Floor dungeons when they reached level 60 . 
 
   However it wasn’t a requirement to reach level 60 before entering 3 Floor Dungeons . 
 
   Even level 50 players could enter dungeons that had three or more floors . 
 
   It was just that players used their common sense and didn’t do crazy things like entering 3 Floor Dungeons before they reached level 60 . 
 
   “Huh? Are you really going to enter a 3 Floor Dungeon?”
 
   The problem was that Kim Woo-jin didn’t seem to have the common sense of ordinary human beings . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah knew that if Kim Woo-jin intended to enter a 3 Floor Dungeon, then he would also have to enter it . 
 
   “You don’t need to go into 3 Floor Dungeons until you reach level 60, so there is no need to hurry . ”
 
   “Tha-, that’s right . ”
 
   Fortunately common sense finally came out of Kim Woo-jin’s mouth, causing Lee Jin-ah to sigh in relief . 
 
   “So we’re gonna go somewhere we can only go before level 60 . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t bother to explain to the confused Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   ‘Before returning to the past no one could clear it but…’
 
   He couldn’t help but recall . 
 
   ‘But as I am now, I can clear it . ”
 
   A 2 Floor Dungeon that no one could clear before he came to the past . 
 
   …
 
   Shortly after Kim Woo-jin left the dungeon, the Frontier Guild reported it to the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin and Sam Oliver attacked the dungeon and lied that they were staying at the designated place . 
 
   It was a natural step . 
 
   They couldn’t say that there was a traitor from their guild that they were trying to capture to save their boss’ ass . 
 
   From the Frontier Guild’s perspective, even after lying, the best option available, was for them to quickly mobilize as many personnel as they could to secure Kim Woo-jin and the traitorous Sam Oliver . 
 
   -The Frontier Guild isn’t moving . 
 
   However the Frontier Guild’s reaction was not the best one . 
 
   -Kim Woo-jin, as you said, Naomi Spell did not report it to the top and is instead trying to handle it on her own . 
 
   Naomi Spell, who was in charge of this mission, wanted to handle this all on her own without reporting to the executives . 
 
   -It’s strange . 
 
   It didn’t make sense . 
 
   If it was simply Sam Oliver’s betrayal, then Naomi Spell had no reason to handle it all on her own . 
 
   On the contrary, Naomi Spell’s decision to handle this alone without reporting it was something that would definitely be penalized .  
 
   -It’s a strange thing for someone to do for no reason . 
 
   In other words, there must be something unusual that made Naomi Spell act in that way . 
 
   -Maybe Naomi Spell is really a plant from the Messiah Guild as you expected . 
 
   For example, Naomi Spell was the Messiah Guild’s contact point within the Frontier Guild and secretly attempted to scratch the Messiah Guild’s itch . 
 
   -We can’t be sure . 
 
   Of course, what was revealed so far wasn’t enough to prove that Naomi Spell was truly the Messiah Guild’s agent . 
 
   Moreover Kim Woo-jin and Oh Se-chan were well aware of how dangerous such accusations could be . 
 
   -Still there wouldn’t be smoke without fire . 
 
   But it was clear that it was a possibility . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was possible that the Messiah Guild and the Frontier Guild weren’t a group and that in fact the Messiah Guild was secretly using the Frontier Guild!
 
   -Well, the Frontier Guild’s plan has already been ruined . 
 
   Even if it wasn’t, the Frontier Guild would still need to revise their plan since Kim Woo-jin had left the dungeon . 
 
   -This won’t die down until Park Yong-wan comes back alive . 
 
   If Park Yong-wan survived and then made contact with Kim Woo-jin and Sam Oliver then that would put the Frontier Guild in a very painful position . 
 
   -In the meantime you can go to a proper dungeon and spend some time while I arrange for a ghost called Sam Oliver to play around with Naomi Spell . 
 
   In other words, from now on they would win the fight as long as they bought time till Park Yong-wan came out from the dungeon . 
 
   -Splendid . 
 
   It was always pleasurable to be able to toast early . 
 
   However Oh Se-chan’s voice was far from that of someone who was basking in their victory, and more like someone who was reporting news . 
 
   -If you hadn’t mentioned that dungeon in Taiwan, I would’ve met with you and even bought you a double portion of jjajangmyeon . 
 
   That’s why Kim Woo-jin had no intentions of spending the time quietly . 
 
   As mentioned above, he just needed to find a suitable place to lay low until Park Yong-wan came out of the dungeon . 
 
   And Kim Woo-jin had chosen a 2 Floor Dungeon in Taiwan as his place of seclusion . 
 
   -But why there?
 
   The A+ rank Dungeon, Frozen Forest of Violence . 
 
   -Why was it failed 23 times? Even the Messiah Guild failed it four times . 
 
   The dungeon had been failed 23 times and even the Messiah Guild had to temporarily abandon it after they failed it four times . 
 
   In fact it was a place that mankind had given up attacking and even the metaphor ‘hell’ was a match . 
 
   That was why it was given another nickname, ‘Gate of Hell’ . 
 
   -Didn’t you know that?
 
   “I know it well . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew it better than anyone else . 
 
   Even up to the point where Kim Woo-jin was betrayed and killed by Lee Se-jun, the Frozen Forest of Violence had not been cleared . 
 
   In addition the confirmed number of attacks by the Messiah Guild had reached 43 . 
 
   After that, Taiwan itself could not confirm the number of attacks because it had become a den of monsters . 
 
   Anyway that was the characteristics of a dungeon . 
 
   In front of the level limit, even the savior of the world Lee Se-jun can do nothing . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “If I don’t clear it now, then the dungeon will never be cleared in the future . And there is no chance better than this . After I become level 60 I won’t be able to challenge it either . ”
 
   If Kim Woo-jin didn’t clear it now then the dungeon would be left uncleared, just like in Kim Woo-jin’s past life . 
 
   “We would never know what is in it . ”
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had decided to make it his stage before graduating from 2 Floor Dungeons . 
 
   “There might be something that would help in our war against the Messiah Guild so we can’t bypass it without knowing . ”
 
   ‘The Messiah Guild is stronger than they realise . I don’t know for sure if I could be able to kill Lee Se-jun . ’
 
   It was because there was not much hope from what Kim Woo-jin knew . 
 
   Of course, this didn’t mean that he was betting his life on a chance . 
 
   -Even if I stop you, you’d still go in . 
 
   The basis for his decision was quite clear . 
 
   -So what are your odds?
 
   “If you’re being generous, then about 10 percent . ”
 
   -Haha . 
 
   Oh Se-chan let out a hearty laugh . 
 
   This was because he knew what Kim Woo-jin’s 10 percent meant . 
 
   -So it’s a 10 percent chance of failing it . 
 
   In response to that, Kim Woo-jin smiled . 
 
   ‘There is nothing that can face me in two floors as long as I have Percival’s Spear . ’
 
   Percival’s Spear was the item that gave Kim Woo-jin the confidence to clear the dungeon that no one had ever cleared before . 
 
   -Alright, then I’ll set the stage for you . If you use Isaac Ivanov’s name then it’ll be easy . There’s no way that the hero who saved the Messiah Guild would object to entering a dungeon that no one ever cleared . 
 
   Eventually, Oh Se-chan accepted Kim Woo-jin’s determination . 
 
   -Is there anything you need?
 
   The answer was simple . 
 
   “We should send a letter to the Messiah Guild . Filled with sincerity . ”
 
   -A letter?
 
   “There’s no reason to do something that even the Messiah Guild failed to do, for free . ”
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   In September 2023, the scenery of the world entering autumn after summer didn’t have much change . 
 
   [The number of Dungeon Gates have increased sharply!]
 
   [The number of monster appearances has increased sharply!]
 
   [The World Economic Growth rate is -6%!]
 
   The despair that the world had to face continued to grow . 
 
   [Lee Se-jun succeeds in his 8th 6 Floor Dungeon attack!]
 
   [The Messiah Guild announces the 7 Floor Dungeon clear project for 2024!]
 
   [The Messiah Guild, they are our only saviors!]
 
   And as the world sank deeper into despair, the faith, praise and expectations placed upon the Messiah Guild also continued to increase .  
 
   -The Messiah Guild are the only ones who care . No other guild does . 
 
   -If you are human, please support the Messiah Guild!
 
   -You bastards aren’t here without transferring donations to the Messiah Guild are you?
 
   Everyone in the world had a strong belief that only the Messiah Guild truly intended to save the world . 
 
   It was around that time . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s injuries have healed! He will start doing dungeon attacks again . ]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, ‘Thank you everyone for all the support . ’]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, ‘The Korean Choco Pies were delicious . ’]
 
   Isaac Ivanov, who had disappeared after the Firefox Dungeon because of injuries, had reappeared . 
 
   Naturally, the world’s focus shifted to him . 
 
   -Isaac is back!
 
   -The hero who saved the Messiah Guild!
 
   -Of course he likes the Choco Pie! What are you all doing? Hurry and send more Choco Pie to him!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The world praised and cheered for the hero who had saved the Messiah Guild . 
 
   However that atmosphere didn’t last long . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s next goal is Taiwan’s 2 Floor A+ ranked Dungeon, Frozen Forest of Violence!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov will enter the Gates of Hell!]
 
   The reaction of the world changed when it was revealed that his target was a place that even the Messiah Guild had abandoned . 
 
   -Oh my God…
 
   -Isn’t it there?
 
   -Why in the world?
 
   The world was concerned over the fact that Isaac Ivanov intended to attack a place that had never been cleared before and that even the great and amazing Messiah Guild had no choice but to give up .  
 
   Humanity had completely abandoned it at this stage . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov was aware of this so of course he asked for help . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov sends a letter to the Messiah Guild!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov asks the Messiah Guild to support with legendary items?]
 
   [What will the Messiah Guild give to Isaac?]
 
   Isaac Ivanov had asked the saviors for the fee to save the world . 
 
   …
 
   No one denied that the Messiah Guild was more committed than any other guild in the world . However it was inconceivable to make such a request . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov asks the Messiah Guild for support!]
 
   [Will the Messiah Guild respond to his requests?]
 
   [This could be the first time the Messiah Guild responds to a request for assistance!]
 
   It was for this reason, that Isaac Ivanov’s request startled the whole world and caused everyone’s reactions to become a mess . 
 
   -What’s this bullshit? Requesting assistance from the Messiah Guild? Is he crazy?
 
   -The Messiah Guild is busy attacking dungeons!
 
   -It’s not worth hearing . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   In a normal case, such a thing would not be worth discussing . 
 
   -But isn’t it Isaac Ivanov? Isaac Ivanov who saved the Messiah Guild . 
 
   -Isaac is different . 
 
   -Isaac said that he’d be targeting a dungeon that even the Messiah Guild gave up right . 
 
   But the fact that the request came from Isaac Ivanov, not somebody else and because he intended to attack a dungeon that even the Messiah Guild abandoned, led to the discussion . 
 
   No, the answer was already out . 
 
   -The Messiah Guild will support him . Would he dare to run away?
 
   -It’s saving the world . The Messiah Guild would be happy to help . 
 
   -It’s time for them to pay off their debt . 
 
   Everyone doubted whether the Messiah Guild would support Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   But wasn’t the Messiah Guild already indebted to Isaac Ivanov? And with the heaviest debt of life at that . 
 
   -That’s what matters . How would the Messiah Guild support him? Would they lend him legendary items? Or give him legendary skills?
 
   What would the Messiah Guild give to the hero that saved them?
 
   The Messiah Guild soon answered the question . 
 
   …
 
   “Hey, little bastards . ” (TL: more of a sound that the greeting)
 
   As he checked the article on his smartphone, Lee Jin-ah began to eat Choco Pies nervously . 
 
   He quickly ate three Choco Pies as if they were mini cakes but still showed the same expression on his face . 
 
   The reason for that was the announcement made by the Messiah Guild . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild will give Isaac Ivanov their support!]
 
   [The Messiah Guild will support him with all the unique class equipment Isaac Ivanov needs!]
 
   The Messiah Guild’s choice was unique class items . 
 
   “No, what are unique class items anyway?”
 
   Of course, it was a great thing . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The value of their support amounted to billions of won . 
 
   “Shouldn’t they at least give him a legendary? We’re going to clear a dungeon that they couldn’t even clear!”
 
   However Lee Jin-ah, who had expected the support of a few legendary items, had no choice but to complain . 
 
   “Don’t you think so?”
 
   Of course, Lee Jin-ah expected Oh Se-chan to be as angry…no even more angry than himself . 
 
   “Hmm…”
 
   However Oh Se-chan’s expression was completely different from Lee Jin-ah’s expectations . 
 
   He was calm . 
 
   “It’s not bad . ”
 
   As he heard this, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but be shocked . 
 
   “Hyung1, are you crazy?”
 
   “What man? Is that how you talk to your hyung?”
 
   Oh Se-chan frowned at the word crazy . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah continued asking him questions . 
 
   “No, aren’t you? If it’s free, you would drink lye2 and ask for refills but now suddenly, you’re like this…”
 
   “Hey, I just don’t like things because they’re free, you think I’m some bastard?”
 
   “So it’s not? So you don’t like free things?”
 
   “Of course there’s nothing wrong with getting things for free . Anyway the unique items are free aren’t they?”
 
   As he began to explain, Oh Se-chan gave a bright smile . 
 
   “But the thing that’s more attractive is that it’s clear cut . ”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   “You don’t get it? When we ask for the Messiah Guild’s support to clear a 2 Floor A+ rank Dungeon that they weren’t able to clear, the Messiah Guild supports us with unique class items, right?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan smiles once again as Lee Jin-ah listens to his explanation . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Then what happens with the 3 Floor and 4 Floor dungeons that the Messiah Guild can’t clear? Huh? What would they do if we ask for support to clear them? Do you think they would support us or not?”
 
   “Ah!”
 
   Only then did Lee Jin-ah shout in surprise as he understood . 
 
   “That’s right . So from now on, if we clear more difficult dungeons, would we get legendary items from the Messiah Guild?”
 
   “It may not be like that, but the Messiah Guild has their own pride so they will at least give a corresponding merit . ”
 
   “Merit?”
 
   “In this world, items aren’t everything . ”
 
   As he heard the explanation, Lee Jin-ah’s disgruntled expression finally relaxed . 
 
   “That’s great . ”
 
   Then he opened another box of Choco Pies nearby . 
 
   Oh Se-chan saw this and smiled . 
 
   “That’s right . Oh, and Jin-ah . ”
 
   “Yeah?”
 
   “That’s 10 thousand won per box . ”
 
   “What are you talking about? I buy this from the mart at 4 thousand won a box!”
 
   “That’s the mart, this is more expensive because of shipping cost . Even a bottle of water at the top of a mountain would be 2 thousand wouldn’t it?”
 
   “What delivery, why are you taking the fan’s delivery as your own money?”
 
   “Then don’t eat it . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah suddenly realised as he heard Oh Se-chan’s words . 
 
   Oh Se-chan wouldn’t drink lye if it’s free, no he was a human who would instead sell the lye that he had received for free . 
 
   “Hey, really! It’s so dirty that I don’t even want to eat it! I’m done eating it!”
 
   “Right, stop eating and leave now . ”
 
   “Leave?”
 
   Oh Se-chan nodded his head . 
 
   “You are going to start the 24th attack . ”
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   [The Messiah Guild’s support begins!]
 
   As soon as the Messiah Guild announced their position, the situation began to proceed at a rapid pace . 
 
   [The Taiwanese Government promises full support!]
 
   [A rush of applicants!]
 
   [A wave of cheering comes from all over the world!]
 
   Along with Isaac Ivanov, many volunteers began appearing to attack the dungeon following the support of the Taiwanese Government . This caused a wave of cheers to spread throughout the world . 
 
   If Isaac Ivanov had put his name on the application, it would’ve taken at least a month to be processed . 
 
   But because the Messiah Guild was publicly supporting it, the process was shortened to only a week . 
 
   [80 Members have been confirmed!]
 
   [Mission impossible begins!]
 
   80 players were selected to enter the dungeon, and they all began to arrive in Taiwan . 
 
   That was why the Taoyuan International Airport was filled with pandemonium . 
 
   “The members of the EOS Guild who will be taking part in the mission impossible challenge, have arrived!”
 
   “Save the World!”
 
   Because the dungeon they were about to attack was thought to be impossible to clear, the airport was filled with the media and there were resounding cheers the moment the members arrived . 
 
   It was as if a world famous celebrity was visiting . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was in the crazy crowd . 
 
   ‘EOS Guild . ’
 
   His eyes became golden . 
 
   Using the Eyes of Horus, Kim Woo-jin inspected and analyzed all those who would be entering the dungeon with him .  
 
   ‘They sent 7 people this time . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was inevitable . 
 
   In fact, from Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, the other applicants should be thanking him instead . 
 
   After all at the dungeon gate he couldn’t just stop someone from entering under the suspicion of them hiding their true identity to mess with the dungeon attack before asking for all 10 of their fingerprints, an iris scan and a DNA test to verify their identity . 
 
   It was only at this moment that Kim Woo-jin could verify them .  
 
   ‘Two are different from the names on the list . ’
 
   Of course, as he’d expected, some of the applicants manipulated their identities . 
 
   ‘Is that 15 people so far?’
 
   And the number was substantial . 
 
   But there was one thing that was peculiar about it . 
 
   ‘They were all using forged identities to hide their skills . ’
 
   The purpose of those who concealed their statuses, was to hide their skills . 
 
   In other words, they were strong people who were pretending to be weak . 
 
   ‘They are players from guilds who failed the dungeon already . ’
 
   In addition, the ones who falsified their information belonged to guilds that had already failed the dungeon before .  
 
   This made Kim Woo-jin smile . 
 
   ‘If they failed it 23 times, they must have buried a few treasures there . ’
 
   It was because he could tell that their goal in the dungeon was probably to retrieve the items that they would have lost there rather than to clear the dungeon . 
 
   It made sense . 
 
   The dungeon Kim Woo-jin intended to attack had a maximum capacity of 80 players . 
 
   Failing 23 times meant that 1,760 players had been buried there . 
 
   Moreover, this was the fourth A+ rank dungeon that had appeared in asia .  
 
   It first appeared in the middle of 2021 . At that time, level 50 was considered high . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘With them responding like this, it means that there is at least one legendary item . ’
 
   So it wouldn’t be surprising if among the players who entered the dungeon, there was one who carried a legendary item . 
 
   The Messiah Guild obviously knew that . 
 
   ‘Maybe there’s one from the Messiah Guild . After all, the Messiah Guild’s four attempts were probably not purely to clear the dungeon . ’
 
   The possibility that there was an item from the Messiah Guild was actually very high . 
 
   ‘The Messiah Guild must’ve been very upset . ’
 
   Nevertheless, the Messiah Guild could not bring out it’s best card that could’ve been used in this situation . 
 
   ‘The hunting dog they could’ve used in this situation is dead . ’
 
   The hunting dog that they usually used for 2 Floor dungeons, Suzuki Eiji had already been hunted . 
 
   ‘But that doesn’t mean they’d give up . ’
 
   Of course, the Messiah Guild would not give up the retrieval of legendary items only for that reason . 
 
   Their greed was greater than any group as they even dared to act as saviors to swallow the entire world . 
 
   They would make a move somehow, and if they got into trouble for it, they would find a way to gain an advantage instead, using the name of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   So Kim Woo-jin prepared . 
 
   ‘I’ll have to draw the line before we go into the dungeon . ’
 
   …
 
   September 3, 2023 . 
 
   The Donghwa Golf Club in Taipei City, where the dungeon had appeared two years ago, had been closed ever since and had instead become a military base where only soldiers and tanks could be seen . 
 
   “How much longer?”
 
   “They’ll be here soon . ”
 
   What they waited for was the sight of the 80 players entering the dungeon . 
 
   “This will be the 24th challenge…”
 
   “It’s Mission Impossible . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It would be the sight of the starting of a dungeon attack that no one ever thought possible . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   Players who had made the final checks began to appear one after another . 
 
   “They’re here!”
 
   “It’s the players!”
 
   At that moment, the gathered reporters began to press on their camera shutters and the onlookers began to cheer . 
 
   They started looking around . 
 
   ‘Isaac? Where’s Isaac?’
 
   ‘I need to find Isaac!’
 
   Isaac Ivanov intended to do what even the Messiah Guild had given up, and make the impossible, possible . 
 
   But Isaac Ivanov was nowhere to be seen within the crowd . 
 
   The reporters, onlookers and players were all confused by that fact . 
 
   “What about Isaac?”
 
   “Where’s Isaac?”
 
   “What’s going on?”
 
   A man finally appeared when all of them began to feel strange . 
 
   “It’s Isaac!”
 
   “The New Hero!”
 
   The appearance of Isaac Ivanov, a handsome white man, sent everyone into a frenzied state . 
 
   “Ahhh . ”
 
   At that time, English began to come out of speakers that were installed nearby . 
 
   “Hello, I am Jackie Lee, an interpreter . I’d like to say something on behalf of Isaac Ivanov who couldn’t speak due to injuries received during the attack on the Firefox Dungeon . ”
 
   After that, the same words were broadcasted again in chinese . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Only then did the disturbance at the side subside .  
 
   The chaotic scene had suddenly become quiet . 
 
   After the silence fell, Isaac Ivanov’s spokesperson continued speaking . 
 
   The words were brief . 
 
   “My belief is one thing . ”
 
   It didn’t need to be long . 
 
   “We will save the world by ending this game . ”
 
   The short words were enough to make the left side of everyone’s chest pound like it was about to explode . 
 
   “That’s why I will use all my means and all the methods available to me, to end this game as soon as possible . ”
 
   At that moment, no one dared speak . 
 
   There was not even a small sound as everyone held their breath for the last words . 
 
   They waited for the New Hero to declare that there was still hope for the world . 
 
   Then Isaac Ivanov spoke his last words to them clearly . 
 
   “So don’t get in my way . ”
 
   And at those words, Kim Woo-jin turned a cold gaze toward the players who were gathered . 
 
   ‘I’ve warned you . ’
 
   It was a warning . 
 
   It was a warning to the hyena’s who were aiming for him . 
 
   A warning that he would take them as enemies if they crossed the line and got in his way!
 
   After the warning was given, Kim Woo-jin turned his back to them . 
 
   He could see the Dungeon Gate before his eyes . 
 
   ‘This will be the end of my attacks on 2 Floor Dungeons . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s last 2 Floor Dungeon attack had begun . 
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   [Frozen Forest of Violence]
 
   -Floors: 2
 
   -Difficulty: A+
 
   -Maximum number of entries: 80
 
   -Requirements: Level 60 and below
 
   -Conditions: Defeat all the Brawlers in the Frozen Forest!
 
   -Reward: Catalogue
 
   Oh Se-chan’s eyes which had been running over the latest dungeon report returned to the top of the document .  
 
   There, the number 23 caught his eye . 
 
   This was the sign that showed that the dungeon had been failed 23 times before, the fact was further emphasised by all of the failed dungeon reports that Oh Se-chan had personally browsed over . 
 
   But it was not strange . 
 
   ‘I didn’t think it would go past 23 . ’
 
   If as a dungeon broker he hadn’t had any interest in the world’s most famous 2 Floor dungeon, then that should be seen as forsaking his job . 
 
   No, it wasn’t about him being interested . 
 
   There seemed to be something that no one knew that caused everyone, even the Messiah Guild, to fail this dungeon . 
 
   It was because of this fact, that Oh Se-chan wondered about the dangers of the dungeon . 
 
   ‘There was no official announcement, but even the Kunlun Guild had shown interest in the dungeon . It’s not going to be easy . ’
 
   He already knew all the players who went into the dungeon, the guilds they truly belonged to and the power they were hiding . 
 
   ‘So if he clears it, it will be awesome . ’
 
   So it was meaningful . 
 
   ‘It will make Isaac Ivanov’s name stand out . ’
 
   If he could successfully clear such a place, there was no telling what sort of merit that would have . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘It would be the same as having a free pass to every valuable 3 Floor Dungeon . ’
 
   He felt happy just thinking about it . 
 
   ‘He can do it . ’
 
   However what truly made Oh Se-chan feel pleased was that he was more confident in this attack than ever before . 
 
   ‘He’ll definitely clear it, I’ll need to find out why the Kunlun Guild entered the dungeon’
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   “Hey, there’s a problem . ”
 
   One of his subordinates called out to him . 
 
   “What is it?”
 
   “That…Kim Woo-jin made an unexpected move . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan raised an eyebrow at the words ‘unexpected move’ . 
 
   “Did he suddenly take his mask off, stretch his hands to the sky and shout ‘Woo!’?”
 
   “N-, no . ”
 
   “Then?”
 
   “I think it’s better if you saw it yourself . ”
 
   Along with those words, his subordinate showed him a youtube video . 
 
   In the video, Kim Woo-jin was disguised as Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   -Don’t get in my way . 
 
   Oh Se-chan couldn’t help but smile at that . 
 
   “This guy is a real hunter . ”
 
   It was at that moment that his faith became conviction . 
 
   …
 
   [Defeat 6,666 to advance to the next floor]
 
   The moment the 80th player entered the dungeon, they all received a notification informing them about the conditions to clear the first floor . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was more difficult than they’d expected . 
 
   The quest would take at least a week even if the 80 players managed to hunt 1000 monsters a day . 
 
   Usually after entering a dungeon, the players would gain an instinctive level of tension as soon as they received the quest notification even if they had enough skill and even if they had experience A+ rank Dungeons before . 
 
   However many of the players who entered the dungeon did not show any tension after they received the notification . 
 
   “What about Isaac?”
 
   “What did that mean?”
 
   What was in their heads instead was Isaac Ivanov and his words that they had heard before they entered the dungeon gate . 
 
   “Don’t get in his way?”
 
   “Yeah, he told us to not bother him . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov had told them to not disturb him . 
 
   “So we are in the way?”
 
   “Damn it, what did he mean by interfering! We aren’t here to get in his way!”
 
   Depending on their interpretation, those words had hurt the pride of those who had risked their lives to help Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   But not everyone was like that . 
 
   “Well, if it’s Isaac then it makes sense . ”
 
   “Right, with his style, we might end up becoming a hindrance . ”
 
   Some of them were embarrassed by Isaac Ivanov’s words, but some people also accepted them . 
 
   Especially those who had witnessed what happened in the Firefox Dungeon and had come to pay for the life they owed Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “What are you talking about?”
 
   “How would you know that?”
 
   Those who had never witnessed Isaac Ivanov’s skills before posed questions to the others, and the ones who had witnessed his abilities before simply replied to them with smiles spread across their faces . 
 
   “You’ll know when you see it for yourself . That guy, he’s a real monster . ”
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   Kuuuk!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   A monster’s scream could be heard from afar . 
 
   It seemed the battle was about to begin . 
 
   …
 
   Kim Woo-jin was aware of the behaviour of the players . 
 
   They were never the kind of people who could be convinced or persuaded with only a couple of words . 
 
   Even if they nod their heads at you when you talk, seemingly convinced, the players were cunning, determined and persistent enough to aim for a gap if they were to see one . 
 
   In particular, the players who had come to retrieve items that the preceding players had brought were even worse . 
 
   There was only one way to persuade these kinds of people . 
 
   By showing off overwhelming power!
 
   Kuuhh!
 
   “Ten Orcs ahead . ”
 
   It was for this reason, that Kim Woo-jin led his skeletons from the front as they massacred the oncoming monsters at an alarming rate . 
 
   “The battle commences . ”
 
   The pace with which Kim Woo-jin slaughtered the monsters was truly beyond description . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   “I’m going, I’m going . ”
 
   The moment the monsters were discovered, Lee Jin-ah threw his huge body toward it, Kim Woo-jin and 10 Skeleton Soldiers advancing swiftly behind him . 
 
   They were like a tidal wave . 
 
   Kuh?
 
   Kuhh!!
 
   Like a tidal wave, the Orcs were submerged before they could even react .  
 
   What was more surprising was that, like a tsunami, was gradually growing larger .  
 
   [You have summoned a Skeleton . ]
 
   [The effect of Ruler of the Battlefield has been stacked . ]
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   As the battle continued, the number of skeletons grew and the effect of Ruler of the Battlefield continued to be enhanced . 
 
   This scene, which seemed to grow even stronger as the battle progressed, was horrifying enough to make one’s hair stand on end . 
 
   ‘No, does this bastard get stronger the more he fights?’
 
   In the repeated battles, Kim Woo-jin’s skills seemed to gradually rise continuously . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin’s skills didn’t actually improve . 
 
   It was simply that while he had been following the Frontier Guild, his skills had been suppressed while he was only playing and eating, yet they continued to rise . 
 
   So this battle was really a sort of rehabilitation .  
 
   This spurned Kim Woo-jin on even more . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah, how many days do you think it will take to clear the first floor?”
 
   “Uh…well it’s 6,666 and there are 80 players here, so if we kill 1,000 a day, wouldn’t it take about a week, including rest days?”
 
   “Let’s end it in three days . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   “For three days, put your body up to 120% . ”
 
   Before heading to the second floor, he was already intended to warm himself up so he wouldn’t need to do it then . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah was shocked by his statement . 
 
   “That’s impossible . ”
 
   To his surprise, Kim Woo-jin responded to him . 
 
   “Ok . ”
 
   And on the third day, since they entered the Dungeon, the result came out . 
 
   (TL: So as I was reading/translating this and I saw the [Ruler of the Battlefield] skill again, I realized that I didn’t actually know what the skill did and only had my own inference . So I decided to go find it and since I won’t be selfish, I’ll put it here for you guys too . If we come across any skill that appeared before I took over and that wasn’t shown then I will do the same…granted that they aren’t obvious *cough* [Blood Poison] *cough* . Well enough dilly-dallying, here it is
 
   [Ruler of the Battlefield]
 
   -Conditions: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   -Required Level: Level 15 or higher
 
   -Effect: All summons become as strong as the number of enemies the summons kill . 
 
   Hope that clears up any confusion (^_~) )
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   On the 3rd day after they entered the dungeon, there was a notification informing everyone of their progress . 
 
   [There are 666 monsters remaining . ]
 
   “There’s a notification!”
 
   “We got a notification!”
 
   It was a reminder that they would soon clear the first floor and also a reminder of the arduous battles they’d had . 
 
   “Now we can slow down and take a break . ”
 
   “Let’s make sure our number is still right . ”
 
   “I just got a signal from Isaac’s side too . They’ll take a break and then clean up the rest after 8 hours . ”
 
   “It’s 8 hours, so we can rest properly . ”
 
   Everyone began taking breaks in preparation for the second floor . 
 
   During their break, the players who had been focused on hunting and had talked only about hunting, began to have real conversations for the first time . 
 
   However the topic of their conversations were all the same . 
 
   “He’s really a monster . ”
 
   “I’ve heard the rumors about Isaac…but I didn’t think much about it . ”
 
   “He’s on a completely different level . ”
 
   Everyone was talking about Isaac Ivanov’s skills . 
 
   “Ah, I should’ve gotten the Emissary of the Underworld Halo too . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Arthur, if you had picked the Emissary of the Underworld Halo, you wouldn’t be using undead, you would be the one dead . ”
 
   He was tongue tied by his friend’s ridiculous statement . 
 
   “I know, but you didn’t have to put it that way . ”
 
   “I told you, our help is more of a hindrance to him . ”
 
   It was only now that many of them truly understood the words Isaac Ivanov said to them before entering the dungeon . 
 
   Most of them understood, and admired him more because of it, but of course not everyone felt the same way . 
 
   Especially the seven Chinese people who had separated from the group to sit by themselves wearing miserable expressions . 
 
   “This is driving me crazy . How can we recover it with that monster around…”
 
   The fact that their goal was not to help Isaac Ivanov clear the dungeon, but instead to retrieve items that were lost in the dungeon by previous players, was the cause of their sour expressions . 
 
   “If Isaac got the item and took it away…it’s horrible just imagining it . ”
 
   Honestly the best option was to give up at this point . 
 
   No matter how they looked at it, it was impossible for them to defeat Isaac Ivanov with only seven people . 
 
   “But we can’t give up . ”
 
   Nevertheless, the Chinese players could only bite the bullet and hope for the best . 
 
   “We have to recover Van Gogh’s Bracelet at all costs . Even if it means that we have to fight Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   Van Gogh’s bracelet . 
 
   The moment those words were spoken, the expressions on the seven players’ faces changed . 
 
   Finally, the seven players looked each other in the eyes and said one last thing . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “For Kunlun . ”
 
   “For Kunlun . ”
 
   Their voices were buried by the noise coming from all around them . 
 
   Rattle…
 
   And the sound of a skeleton moving away was also buried by the noise . 
 
   …
 
   ‘Van Gogh’s Bracelet . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who had been controlling the skeleton through the Grim Reaper’s Mask, narrowed his eyes slightly . 
 
   He tried to jog his memory . 
 
   ‘It’s not in my memory . ’
 
   However no matter how hard he tried, he couldn’t remember ever hearing about an item called Van Gogh’s Bracelet . 
 
   However it wasn’t hard for him to recognize the unusual value of Van Gogh’s Bracelet . 
 
   ‘It can’t be a small trifle if members of the Kunlun Guild were sent all the way here to retrieve it . ’
 
   In order to retrieve this seemingly extraordinary item, the Kunlun Guild, which was a guild supported by the Chinese Government, and was among the top 5 guilds in the world, had sent one of its elite teams . 
 
   ‘Anyway, thanks to my surveillance, I managed to get some good information . ’
 
   In addition, Kim Woo-jin had already known what guild they had been dispatched from since the beginning . 
 
   Once they entered the dungeon, they had hidden themselves deeply, but he was already aware that they were much stronger in all ways, including their level and items, compared to what had been submitted . 
 
   After they entered the dungeon, he had waited for them to reveal whether they intended to help him, or hinder him . 
 
   Naturally, after they hadn’t revealed anything while on the first floor, he expected them to discuss their plans again before they headed to the second floor . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   So he had sent a skeleton over to them while he kept tabs using the Grim Reaper’s mask . 
 
   Among the skeletons that he had, the goblin skeletons were the best for scouting due to their small size . Especially when combined with equipment that muffled sounds . 
 
   ‘I definitely have to recover Van Gogh’s Bracelet . ’
 
   Anyway, the target was now clear . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin did not intend to leave the dungeon until he got his hands on Van Gogh’s Bracelet . 
 
   ‘It won’t be easy . ’
 
   That meant that he would have to waste a day doing nothing on the second floor . 
 
   So Kim Woo-jin began to prepare for that . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin called out to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “What’s up?”
 
   “Before we head to the second floor, I’ll explain some new tactics for our party . ”
 
   “New tactics?”
 
   Instead of responding to Lee Jin-ah’s question, Kim Woo-jin used the Book of the Dead skill . 
 
   [The Book of the Dead Appears . ]
 
   Then in front of Kim Woo-jin, a book made of stone slabs appeared .  
 
   After taking out the first slab from the book, Kim Woo-jin broke it on the spot . 
 
   Immediately, the slab became powder and that powder began to take the shape of the skeleton that had been sealed within the page . 
 
   It was a Skeleton Soldier created using the bones of a Sawtooth Wolf that was 5 meters long . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Wow!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah shouted in surprise . 
 
   “Can I ride it?”
 
   Ignoring his eccentric words, Kim Woo-jin reached into his inventory and threw an item from within it to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Huh? A spear?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah confirmed that the thing that Kim Woo-jin had thrown towards him was a spear, but he was still very confused . 
 
   “Is the new tactic for me to attack the boss with this spear while riding on the skeleton wolf?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin finally gave him an answer . 
 
   “Now you understand . ”
 
   (TL: Hi guys! So this chapter, or subchapter, however you wanna call it, marks the end of a full chapter and it finally allows me to tweak the system I’ve been using a bit . From now on the chapter names and the like will be added so that it will be easier to know where a chapter starts and ends
 
   With the reminder of Vincent from the Disqus comments, I found another description for the Ruler of the Battlefield skill . 
 
   [Ruler of the Battlefield]
 
   – Rank: E
 
   – Effect:
 Summons become stronger with every kill 
    
 +3% to all stats per kill, stacks up to 15 times) 
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   [You have entered the 2nd Floor . ]
 
   A cold wind swept past them as they heard the familiar notification sound . 
 
   ‘That explains the title . ’
 
   Just as the title indicated, the second floor of the dungeon was an icy forest with trees as tall as an apartment complex . 
 
   Since it was expected, no one was surprised by the terrain .  
 
   However…
 
   “It’s much colder than I thought . ”
 
   “Shit…”
 
   It was much colder than they expected . 
 
   (TL: this one was hard…T~T)
 
   Despite them preparing countermeasure for the cold, the sound of chattering teeth could still be heard from the group . 
 
   Literally it was cold enough to make anyone shiver . 
 
   The cold was driving them crazy, but no one suggested that they make a fire . 
 
   ‘We found few corpses on the first floor . ’
 
   ‘It’s not easy to kill 6,666 monsters, but it shouldn’t be a problem for any of the players who entered here to clear the first floor . ’
 
   ‘That means most of the players died here . ’
 
   By clearing the first floor of the dungeon, they realised that the second floor might be much more dangerous than they expected . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah also had this thought . 
 
   “It’s so cold even when I’m wearing this . How nice it would be to have an actual Firefox in this situation . Ehuh, if my partner was a Pokemon Master instead of a Necromancer, I’d probably have been able to get a Firefox . ”
 
   Even though he was wearing Firefox leather armor which generated its own heat, Lee Jin-ah was still struggling from the cold . 
 
   Even Kim Woo-jin felt the same . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s teeth clattered together and made a sound . 
 
   This was enough evidence . 
 
   ‘There’s evidence of Fear . ’
 
   There were traces of none other than Fear . 
 
   Some monsters had the ability to terrorize their target and it seemed like the group of players were suffering from that effect now . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘This will be even harder than I expected . ’
 
   It wasn’t good news . 
 
   If there was no proper defense for Fear, then the effect could be much more deadly that one would imagine . 
 
   If you were prepared, you could free yourself from the effect of Fear quickly, but in a life or death battle, that short moment could mean death . 
 
   ‘The only monsters that could use Fear were monsters(freaks) . ’
 
   The main problem was that monsters that could induce Fear were the monsters that were the true definition of the words ‘monster’ . 
 
   ‘…it shouldn’t be a Dragon . ’
 
   Monsters like Dragons for example . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   “Hey . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah called out to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Can you tell what a monster is by looking at it’s footprints?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin turned his head to look at the spot where Lee Jin-ah was pointing . 
 
   Not too far away from them was a single huge footprint . 
 
   “It’s an ogre . ”
 
   Ogres . 
 
   It was a monster that didn’t need any introduction . 
 
   It was one of the few monsters in a dungeon that were extremely difficult to hand . 
 
   “It should be the one that’s violent . ”
 
   It was also the monster which fit the violent description more than any other monster . 
 
   For an Ogre, it was not satisfactory to just kill their target, they had cruel personalities and enjoyed tearing off limbs and smashing the body to the ground .  
 
   ‘Violent, but not smart . ’
 
   However Kim Woo-jin knew that in battle an Ogre’s instincts were better than most other monsters, despite its violent and foolish appearance . 
 
   ‘It’s battle sense is much better than the Firefox or the Horned Fox . ’
 
   It’s level was completely different from predators like the Horned Fox or even the Firefox that Kim Woo-jin had fought previously . 
 
   Even players who were confident in their abilities would be hesitant to face off against an Ogre . 
 
   ‘And of course, it has the experience of killing over 1,00 players . It’s a real player killer . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew this better than anyone . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   After all, it was Kim Woo-jin who had been willing to take on such an infamous beast that everyone was reluctant to face, he had even earned the nickname ‘Ogre Killer’ . 
 
   ‘But would it have such a powerful Fear?’
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew that Ogre’s usually had a Fear effect, but it shouldn’t be as powerful as what he was feeling now . 
 
   ‘This level of Fear is on a similar level as that of a Dragon . ’
 
   Even an Ogre at its peak would find it almost impossible to generate such Fear that was comparable to a Dragon . 
 
   Of course, that could only mean one thing . 
 
   ‘It has an item that enhances the Fear effect . ’
 
   This was an A+ dungeon after all . 
 
   So since that was the case then there should be nothing strange about the Ogre . 
 
   As he reached that conclusion, Kim Woo-jin lifted his head . 
 
   A sound could be heard from the forest . 
 
   As he heard it, Lee Jin-ah smiled brightly . 
 
   “Those Hyena’s are making their move . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s mouth became a flat line . 
 
   ‘This won’t be easy . ’
 
   …
 
   The thoughts of humans were usually the same . 
 
   When looking at a dungeon that had been failed 23 times, no one denied that it was hell, but on the other hand there were many who dreamt about becoming the inheritor of the legacies left here by the over 1,000 players who died . 
 
   Those who were a part of the 24th challenge were the same . 
 
   “I’m sure there are items in here somewhere . ”
 
   “The people who came before us should have similar thoughts . Some of them should have collected a few items and then died with them . ”
 
   Some of the 74 survivors looked at this place as a land of treasure . 
 
   So of course, they moved quickly before the items were taken by someone else . 
 
   That didn’t mean they moved randomly . 
 
   “Let’s go search . ”
 
   “We should explore . ”
 
   “Let’s figure out our surroundings first . ”
 
   As many as 6 groups totalling up to 33 people left with that justification . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   In an instant, the group had been reduced to half . 
 
   It wasn’t as though the rest didn’t know their intentions
 
   “It’s not an ‘exploration’, they’re going on a treasure hunt . ”
 
   “Can they just leave just like that? Wouldn’t it be better to unite our powers together . ”
 
   However those who remained could do nothing . 
 
   Once they claimed to be a search party taking a huge risk, could they still complain?
 
   Most of all, everyone there were experienced players, so they knew themselves well . 
 
   ‘You can’t force anyone to help anyway . ’
 
   ‘It’s better to exclude this type of people from the start . ’
 
   An awkward partnership was much more dangerous . 
 
   Above all, most of them were Hyenas who came to scavenge corpses anyway .  
 
   No one would want someone who would treat your dead body as a treasure as a companion . 
 
   The treasure hunt that began so unsurprisingly, achieved results much faster than anyone anticipated . 
 
   “There!”
 
   It happened to be a party of five players . 
 
   They had been searching for only a short while before they found something . 
 
   “It’s a body!”
 
   It was a victim . 
 
   It was a player that had been frozen solid so his items were untouched . 
 
   Excited, the party ran over to the body and became removing all the items they could find . 
 
   As soon as they touched the corpse . 
 
   Puk!
 
   As if it was a frozen meatball, the body crumbled and the items were removed . 
 
   “Oh! Unique!”
 
   “How much do you think it’ll cost?”
 
   “If we take it all off, we could buy a building . ”
 
   They were delighted to have found a unique item and so they began to remove items earnestly . 
 
   They broke the body to remove the armor, cut the ankles to remove the shoes, cut the fingers to get the rings . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It wasn’t long before the body was devastated . 
 
   It was a cruel and horrible sight . 
 
   That was why they were so absorbed in their work . The more corrupt it was, the more addictive it was . 
 
   “Damn it, why won’t this come off!”
 
   “Hurry up!”
 
   It was then . 
 
   Dul Dul Dul!
 
   The five players began to shiver as they were overwhelmed by fear . 
 
   “Wh-, wh-, wh-, what is that?”
 
   “Is it an earthquake?”
 
   In such a situation, they had mistaken the tremors as an earthquake instead of one coming from their own bodies . 
 
   [An Unknown Fear has overwhelmed you . ]
 
   Then they heard a notification . 
 
   Kwaang!
 
   Following a roar, something fell from the sky . 
 
   Kwajik!
 
   The thing crashed into the head of one of the players who had been delighted by the items . 
 
   Like an aluminium can that was crushed, his head was crushed into his body and then his body was also crushed . 
 
   Puhuk!
 
   At the same time, the fluids that filled the body shot out like an explosion .  
 
   Blood covered everything, including the players . 
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   ‘What?’
 
   However the remaining four just kept trembling without understanding what was going on . 
 
   Puk!
 
   In the meantime, another roar sounded and it was only after the second victim was crushed that the remaining three were able to move . 
 
   So the first thing they did was check the identity of the shadow above their heads . 
 
   Orrrr!
 
   Standing there, was an Ogre . 
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   “Holy shit!”
 
   The time it took for the players to encounter the Ogre after they entered the second floor was similarly short . 
 
   And the time it took for the players to be dominated by the Ogre’s powerful Fear effect was even shorter .  
 
   “This is the worst . ”
 
   “Damn it, this place really is hell . ”
 
   The Ogre was a true monster .  
 
   A monster that no one could imagine themself being able to handle . 
 
   “What should we do?”
 
   “First wait for everyone to gather…”
 
   “Does anyone know how to deal with an Ogre?”
 
   In fact, there was no special way to deal with an Ogre . 
 
   “A strategy? It’s just a dogfight . ”
 
   “We have to fight and die . ”
 
   Making sacrifices to deal constant damage, that was all there was to hunting an Ogre . 
 
   “If we stick together like this, at least half of us will die . ”
 
   Half of the players who made it to the second floor would die if they tried to fight an all out war with the Ogre . 
 
   Even though they knew what was best, it was still hard for the players to pick something like that . 
 
   Was there anyone who would be willing to risk their lives for people who weren’t even from the same guild, or that they had a close relationship with?
 
   Of course that wasn’t the case . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Only in rare cases, were strangers willing to sacrifice their lives for the sole purpose of clearing the dungeon . 
 
   ‘If it were the Messiah Guild…’
 
   Those who had received the Messiah Guild’s letter might be willing to . 
 
   However the people here had not received letters from the Messiah Guild . 
 
   The situations were similar, but still clearly different . 
 
   And at this moment, that difference was growing bigger . 
 
   ‘This is crazy . ’
 
   ‘What should we do?’
 
   As the players wasted their time in confusion, it was the monsters that made the first move . 
 
   And it wasn’t the Ogre this time . 
 
   Krrr…
 
   The monsters that stayed in the forest with the Ogre were approaching the players . 
 
   Of course, these monsters were not weak either . 
 
   They couldn’t be weak . 
 
   Just by the fact that they could survive on the same floor as an Ogre showcased their strength . 
 
   Needless to say, these monsters also had experience . 
 
   They had the experience of 23 dungeon attacks and the hunting of nearly 2,000 players . 
 
   Awoo! Awoo!!
 
   This included this White Wolf Pack . 
 
   Twelve wolves attacked the group that had stayed behind after the 33 left to hunt for treasure . 
 
   “Damn, it’s White Wolves!”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Everyone prepare for battle!”
 
   The number of players was gradually decreasing as battles sprung up . The players only had one thought on their minds . 
 
   ‘I’m counting on you, Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   ‘Please create another miracle this time . ’
 
   They hoped that Isaac Ivanov, who was known for making the impossible possible, would once again create a miracle in this dungeon . 
 
   But Isaac Ivanov was nowhere to be seen . 
 
   …
 
   The first thing Kim Woo-jin did after entering the second floor was explore .  
 
   He spent two days exploring every corner of the frozen forest and he had made a few gains in the process . 
 
   Like the others, Kim Woo-jin also found a few corpses . He also found a few treasures .  
 
   But this was unsurprising . 
 
   In the first place, Kim Woo-jin had entered the floor hoping to get items and from the start he had only intended to clear the dungeon with Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   So no matter how many people died, Kim Woo-jin didn’t care . 
 
   Ack!
 
   The screams of those hyena’s coming from who knows where, was the least of Kim Woo-jin’s concerns . 
 
   In fact, Kim Woo-jin did give the sound an ounce of his attention . 
 
   “Damn it . ”
 
   But Lee Jin-ah was different . 
 
   “They’re all dying, they’re all gonna die . ’
 
   He was a predator who wouldn’t hesitate to kill people when it was necessary, but he was not a beast who could simply listen to the screams of others while he happily searched for dead bodies . 
 
   Kim looked at him . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “It seems like you want to fight the Ogre . ”
 
   “I just think it’s better than hunting for bodies . ”
 
   As he said this, Lee Jin-ah’s voice carried a hint of disapproval towards Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   At that, Kim Woo-jin smiled under the Grim Reaper’s mask that was covering his face . 
 
   It wasn’t like he didn’t understand what Lee Jin-ah meant . It wasn’t hard for anyone to tell . 
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin was also beginning to feel the same . 
 
   ‘I’ve gathered enough information . ’
 
   In truth, Kim Woo-jin hadn’t just been moving around to scavenge items from corpses . 
 
   In fact, the number of items that Kim Woo-jin actually removed from the bodies was much smaller than one would expect . 
 
   He simply didn’t have enough space in his inventory since it was filled with his own items as well as the items he’d received from the Messiah Guild before he entered the dungeon . 
 
   Nevertheless he still had two reasons for exploring . 
 
   One of them was to look for legendary items . 
 
   ‘I’ve collected all of his information . ’
 
   The other was to collect information on the appearance and combat style of the prey he intended to hunt . 
 
   The Eye of Anubis!
 
   Kim Woo-jin was using it to obtain information from the players who’d died from the Ogre . And now he had received all the information he thought he needed . 
 
   ‘Now I just need to know what items he’s hidden . ’
 
   All that was left was to figure out what he was hiding . 
 
   So now he was moving to grasp it . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   A little goblin skeleton was on its way to the location from which the screams had sounded not long ago . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Through the goblin skeleton’s eyes, Kim Woo-jin was able to see . 
 
   A four meter tall monster who only drank the blood of the prey he caught . 
 
   [Eye of Horus has opened . ]
 
   And what that monster was hiding . 
 
   ‘There’s 2 . ’
 
   The moment he confirmed the information, Kim Woo-jin spoke . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   “What? Did you find another body?”
 
   “We’re going with the plan . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s words surprised Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “I think it would be better to fight the Ogre than search for bodies . Just like you said . ”
 
   (TL: As promised, I’ll post the status window for all the skills that we were denied previously . 
 
   [Eyes of Anubis]
 
   -Conditions: Emissary of the Underworld 
 
   -Require Level: Level 1 or higher
 
   -Effect: You can view the memories of the dead
 
   And for those who might have forgotten…
 
   [The Eye of Horus . ]
 
   -Requires: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   -Effect: Able to view the information of target
 
   A little vague…but what can we do about it…)
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   Dungeons were very similar to videogames .  
 
   After a dungeon was attacked, the number of monsters in the dungeon would return to the original amount . 
 
   However, the monsters that had survived would still remain . 
 
   Of course, it was extremely rare for ordinary monsters to survive till the end .  
 
   After a dungeon was attacked 10 times, it would be extremely difficult to find a monster that had spawned during the first attack .  
 
   The only exception was boss monsters . 
 
   ‘He is a monster that survived 23 attacks . ’
 
   So gathering information was important . 
 
   ‘It’s almost impossible to compare him to a regular Ogre . ’
 
   The experiences of the monster, the types of wounds that the preceding players had left on it, how it dealt with those wounds and how its personality shifted over time . 
 
   ‘He has already become a hunter . ’
 
   And how his personality changed his fighting style . 
 
   This was the information that Kim Woo-jin wanted to get from the bodies . 
 
   Thanks to that, Kim Woo-jin knew it well . 
 
   ‘He’s a clever hunter . ’
 
   The Ogre was clearly targeting the smaller group instead of a large group . 
 
   In particular when it found a players body, it knew that the new players would be interested in that body and so it would have a chance to ambush them . 
 
   It also knew that after such a hunt, it had to take a break to quench its thirst . 
 
   ‘But its IQ isn’t high . ”
 
   Based on the information he’d gotten, Kim Woo-jin looked for a weak point . 
 
   Gulp! Gulp! Gulp!
 
   As the Ogre lifted the body of a player it had just killed and drank the hot blood that was squeezed out of the body as if it was drinking a canned beverage, Kim Woo-jin controlled the Goblin skeleton to move . 
 
   Rattle…
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The Goblin Skeleton Soldier, which was wearing armor specially designed to remove the sounds it made, stealthily approached the Ogre . 
 
   It wasn’t that close . 
 
   It was about 10 meters away, but if it drew closer, the Ogre would notice . 
 
   When it reached this distance, Kim Woo-jin gave an order to the skeleton using the Grim Reaper’s Mask . 
 
   ‘Throw . ’
 
   Immediately, the skeleton threw a fist sized water balloon that it had been holding in its hand . 
 
   The water balloon flew toward the Ogre’s face silently and quickly . 
 
   Pang!
 
   Then it burst . 
 
   Urr?
 
   The attack was so ridiculous that the Ogre began rubbing its face which had already been smeared with blood, while making a sound of surprise instead of anger . 
 
   It was at that moment .  
 
   [The Ogre has been afflicted by Black Blood . ]
 
   [It has been blinded . ]
 
   The notification that Kim Woo-jin had been waiting for sounded in his ear . 
 
   Kuooooooh!
 
   Then he heard the Ogre finally understand what was happening and let out a loud roar filled with anger . 
 
   “Eraa, I didn’t realise . ”
 
   That was the signal . 
 
   “Let’s gooooo!”
 
   Rattle! Rattle!
 
   Lee Jin-ah rushed towards the Ogre with the skeletal wolf . 
 
   The battle had begun
 
   …
 
   The leader of the Sawtooth Wolves, a skeleton wolf which had been summoned through the additional effect to summon giant monsters, sprinted through the frozen forest and narrowed its distance to the Ogre . 
 
   There was no hesitation in its movements . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   [An Unknown Fear has overwhelmed you . ]
 
   It was as if an invisible wall appeared before them as they ran wildly . 
 
   Fear!
 
   It was this wall that had left countless players in despair . 
 
   Even those who had hardened themselves in the face of fear had died without being able to truly prove themselves . 
 
   “Great!”
 
   However Lee Jin-ah was smiling as hard as he could even in the face of such fear . 
 
   [Lancelot’s Ring negates Fear . ]
 
   It was because he had Lancelot’s Ring which negated all negative status conditions . 
 
   Rattle! Rattle!
 
   The skeleton wolf was also unaffected by the effect of Fear . 
 
   Fear only affected living creatures and had absolutely no effect on those that had already died . 
 
   The two of them quickly broke through the wall . 
 
   And they came face to face with a wall that was much worse . 
 
   Orrr!
 
   The Ogre . 
 
   Up close, the gigantic beast was even more horrifying . 
 
   It had a height of 4 . 6 meters, an overwhelming physique that made anyone feel incredibly small and rough, thick skin which gave one the impression that it was as effective as the best leather armor .  
 
   The most overwhelming thing was its injuries . 
 
   The wounds that it had gotten over the course of 23 dungeon attacks were virtually battle scars that criss crossed over its body . 
 
   Even those who had mental protection abilities would feel frightened just by looking at it . 
 
   But of course Lee Jin-ah was different .  
 
   He stabbed the Ogre’s thigh with the spear in his hand without even a second of hesitation . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Such a spear stab immediately left a deep wound on the Ogre’s body . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kuaah!
 
   The Ogre was surprised by it and immediately swung the wooden club in its hand . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah avoided the attack by laying flat on the body of the skeleton wolf while the wolf immediately made distance from the Ogre . 
 
   “Wow!”
 
   During the slight pause in the battle, a surprised cry escaped from Lee Jin-ah’s mouth . 
 
   ‘Isn’t it like piercing pudding?’
 
   It was in admiration for the amazing penetration power of Percival’s Spear . 
 
   [The Ogre’s recovery ability has been greatly reduced . ]
 
   In addition, the wounds caused by Percival’s Spear could not be easily healed by the Ogre’s remarkable resilience . 
 
   Thanks to that, blood began pouring from the wound . 
 
   “Go right away . ”
 
   Then the skeleton wolf spoke . 
 
   “Okay . ”
 
   This caused Lee Jin-ah to stop admiring the spear and instead begin preparing for the next attack . 
 
   Once again, the Sawtooth Wolf Skeleton Soldier began running towards the Ogre in the distance . 
 
   But this time it wasn’t as easy to hit the Ogre . Unlike the players, the Ogres weren’t known to have a sharp drop in combat ability simply because they lost the ability to see . 
 
   Krrr!
 
   Instead, it accurately grasped the location of Lee Jin-ah and the skeleton wolf using sound and smell, and swung its club like a bolt of lightning . 
 
   The skeleton soldier jumped sideways to avoid it . 
 
   Kwaaah!
 
   The wooden club smashed against the ground .  
 
   Puk!
 
   Meanwhile Lee Jin-ah used the spear to leave another wound on the Ogre’s thigh . 
 
   However this wound was not very deep . 
 
   Although the entire blade of the spear entered, if you considered the enormous size of the Ogre, it became only a scratch . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   There wasn’t the destructive power that one would imagine from a cavalry attack . 
 
   However Lee Jin-ah and Kim Woo-jin weren’t dissatisfied by this . 
 
   “Next time I’ll sidestep twice . ”
 
   Rather Kim Woo-jin used the skeleton’s mouth to explain a new tactic . 
 
   From the start the purpose of this combination wasn’t in the creation of a strong destructive power . 
 
   “Okay . ”
 
   The purpose was to divide the roles . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin became the bridge and all Lee Jin-ah needed to focus on was the attack .  
 
   The power of such tactics was actually considerable . 
 
   Firstly, Kim Woo-jin was probably better at overlooking a battle and supporting from the back than any other player in the world . 
 
   As long as he was holding the steering wheel, then there would be absolutely no accidents unless it was coincidental . 
 
   And it didn’t matter if there were accidents . 
 
   Puk!
 
   “Woo, I almost kicked the fucking bucket . Wasn’t that too close?”
 
   “I’ll show you what the word close really means . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who had the Blessing of the River Styx would be able to survive even if his limbs were ripped off, his ribcage crushed and his head chopped off . 
 
   There was nothing better in the world than a pilot who cannot die or a race driver who wouldn’t die in an accident during a race . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah and Kim Woo-jin proved this to the Ogre . 
 
   Of course, they didn’t forget . 
 
   “When are the skeletons going to come out?”
 
   “After you make ten cuts . ”
 
   As should be expected, such a large stage needed an audience .  
 
   Rattle! Rattle!
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers were prepared and waiting for their master’s orders . 
 
   “After that we’ll just have to put these in the wounds . ”
 
   With weapons made using Kim Woo-jin’s Blood Poison in their hands . 
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   When the Poison King’s notoriety had reached its peak, all guilds began developing their own ways to counter him . 
 
   “You must never get hurt when facing the Poison King . ”
 
   It seemed funny, but in fact this was the most obvious out of all the Poison King’s strengths and weaknesses . 
 
   Blood Poison could also affect the target through the eyes respiratory system, but the effect was not as great . 
 
   Additionally, after a certain level, players would have enough items that gave them a considerable resistance to poisons . 
 
   This was the same for monsters . 
 
   Even if it was a high ranked Blood Poison skill, if the target was powerful enough then the best way to inflict them would be through wounds . 
 
   In other words, it was game over if you let yourself get hurt . 
 
   Krrr…
 
   That was why it was game over for the Ogre . 
 
   [The Ogre’s health has been greatly reduced . ]
 
   [The Ogre’s resistance has been greatly reduced . ]
 
   The beast who had been victorious in countless battles, was now on its knees and breathing heavily . 
 
   Its body was completely covered in cuts . 
 
   There were many injuries from spears, swords, arrows and so on . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Just as expected . ’
 
   This was the basis for Kim Woo-jin’s confidence in clearing a dungeon that no one had defeated before . 
 
   ‘With the combination of Percival’s Spear and Blood Poison, there is practically nothing that can face it in a fair dungeon . ’
 
   With Percival’s Spear which not only had high penetration but also reduced resilience, the technique to deal with the Poison King had been made obsolete . 
 
   ‘But there’s a limit . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin didn’t believe that such a tactic would work universally in every single dungeon .  
 
   Ogre’s were beasts, but in the dungeons that he would face with 3 Floors and more, there would be many more powerful monsters to which Ogre’s would be compared to hyena’s who had to pick their leftovers . 
 
   Above all was the worst monster in Kim Woo-jin’s mind who played the role of savior to perfectly devour the world, Lee Se-jun . 
 
   ‘I still need more . ’
 
   To deal with such a monster, he still needed to become much stronger . 
 
   Therefore Kim Woo-jin didn’t take his eyes off of the Ogre . 
 
   [The Eye of Horus has opened . ]
 
   He looked at the dying Ogre once again with his golden eyes . 
 
   [Second Tail of the Nine-tailed Fox]
 
   -Rating: Legendary
 
   -Required Level: Level 1 or higher 
 
   -Description: The Second Tail of the powerful Nine-tailed Fox . It has a mysterious power . By gathering all nine tails, the user would gain the Nine-tailed Fox’s power . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   -All stats +5%
 
   -All resistances +10%
 
   -When equipped all Enemies will feel a powerful Fear effect . 
 
   Precisely, he looked at the Second Tail of the Nine-tailed Fox in its stomach . 
 
   [Van Gogh’s Bracelet]1
 
   -Rating: Legendary
 
   -Require Level: Level 1 or Higher
 
   -Description: A bracelet containing the mysterious power of Van Gogh . It is said to contain the power of harmony . 
 
   -When equipped, all effects of rings worn on the hand wearing the bracelet can be applied
 
   -When equipped, rings on the hand wearing the bracelet cannot be removed . 
 
   Then he looked at Van Gogh’s bracelet, which he wore like a band around his arm . 
 
   Looking at it, Kim Woo-jin had the same thought . 
 
   ‘It’s still not enough . ’
 
   [The Ogre has been slain . ]
 
   Then came the notification which announced the end of the dungeon . 
 
   …
 
   “Hey, what are you so happy about?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Oh Se-chan responded to his staff with a smile . 
 
   “I’m just happy that snacks are coming to us even when I do nothing . ”
 
   As he said this, Oh Se-chan’s eyes were drawn to the boxes of Choco Pies that were stacked astonishingly high in the corner . 
 
   His subordinate didn’t know what to say . 
 
   “Aren’t you sick of it?”
 
   The subordinate asked this question but Oh Se-chan didn’t seem to hear it as he kept smiling brightly . 
 
   This was a situation in which absolutely no amount of explanation or persuasion was likely to have an effect . 
 
   As the subordinate knew Oh Se-chan’s personality well, they decided to not pursue the matter any further . 
 
   “…I would rather have ramen . Even Russian kids like ramen…”
 
   He just mumbled in dissatisfaction . 
 
   Oh Se-chan stood up and tapped his subordinate on the shoulder . 
 
   “What did you say just now?”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   “What did you just say?”
 
   Surprised, the subordinate hurriedly responded . 
 
   “Ru-, Russian kids like ramen . The lunch box thing, that . ”
 
   At that answer Oh Se-chan looked at him with bright eyes . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “You’re a genius . ”
 
   Then the next moment . 
 
   “I found something there . ”
 
   The subordinate spoke even faster while looking at Oh Se-chan’s bright smile . 
 
   “Choco Pie?”
 
   “No . Not that . ”
 
   “Then?”
 
   The subordinate could only ask another question . 
 
   “The Skeleton Knight Skill . It finally appeared on the black market . ”
 
   (Note:
 
   Though I can’t speak for the author and this is purely an opinion that anyone can debate on with me, I believe that what they are trying to say in the description of Van Gogh’s Bracelet’s effects, is that all the effects of every ring on that hand can be applied, or stacked . 
 
   However this is purely conjecture because the author has yet to introduce any manner of ranking or priority system for effects . Therefore it can only be assumed that items with similar effects(For example the Plus Ring and a Skeleton Ring which increases the rank of Skeleton Soldier) since we haven’t found the mc collecting more items with such effects . Maybe it is a priority based on the item’s rating? Or maybe by the difference in the level of the effect? We can’t know until we’re told .  
 
   Therefore I can only make an assumption that there is such a priority and the bracelet would then negate that allowing similar effects to be stacked…which will probably happen in the near future(but I won’t spoil it for us) .  
 
   Of course there’s still the possibility that I am completely wrong and the effects mean something else entirely . Either way we will find out together as I along with you . 
 
   If you managed to all of this…then you can share your thoughts with me in the comments on woop . com, I them for every chapter .  
 
   This has been another episode of Seven’s horrifically long notes…Ja Ne
 
   Ah Ps…Ooooh new skillll)
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   The trust that the public had in the Messiah Guild was not something that could easily be explained . 
 
   It was not enough to call it blind or fanatical, and it was extremely similar to how the believers of Gods reacted to crusades . 
 
   Of course, the Messiah Guild was committed to receiving such faith . But they weren’t the only ones dedicated .  
 
   Across the globe, there were numerous people who were willing to give their lives in the fight to save the world . 
 
   Nevertheless, the reason why all the faith and trust of the world was focused on the Messiah Guild was simple . 
 
   They produced results . 
 
   “It’s a player! A player has come out of the gate!”
 
   “It’s clear! The dungeon was cleared!”
 
   And at this moment a player who proved was to have the same amount of faith and trust as the Messiah Guild had appeared . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov did it!”
 
   Isaac Ivanov crossed the dungeon gate and reappeared in the real world . 
 
   …
 
   [Isaac Ivanov has done it!]
 
   [The man who made the impossible possible!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov hunts the Ogre!]
 
   When Isaac Ivanov left the dungeon gate, the world became flooded with news carrying his name . 
 
   [Has a new savior appeared?]
 
   [Can Isaac Ivanov save the world?]
 
   Some began to compare Isaac Ivanov to the world’s only savior . 
 
   Of course, not everyone put Isaac Ivanov on the same level as Lee Se-jun . 
 
   -Compared to the Savior? What’s that bullshit?
 
   -Crazy bastards!
 
   -They’re just fishing for clicks . Don’t think too much about it . 
 
   Even those who wrote the articles in the first place didn’t truly think so . 
 
   -Still, isn’t Isaac Ivanov’s recent move able to compare the Savior?
 
   ㄴ Say something that makes sense! He is a God!
 
   ㄴ But isn’t it true that he is unrivaled in 2 Floor dungeons? Where could you find such a player?
 
   ㄴ It’s only the 2 Floors . The Savior is about to start attacking 7 Floors!
 
   ㄴ It’s a 2 Floor that was failed 23 times before!
 
   However what was apparent was that the names Isaac Ivanov and Lee Se-jun began to be mentioned together more often, even if they were not compared . 
 
   ‘I feel like I’m getting closer to him now . ’
 
   It was proof that the distance between Lee Se-jun and Kim Woo-jin was closer . 
 
   However this didn’t make Kim Woo-jin happy . 
 
   There was no reason for him to like it . 
 
   ‘The closer we get, the more checks we get from the Messiah Guild . ’
 
   The Messiah Guild would be much more cautious of Isaac Ivanov from now on . 
 
   Then, if Isaac Ivanov began to interfere with their affair, the Messiah Guild would make a move without hesitation . 
 
   Right now it was difficult for Kim Woo-jin to handle a heavy offensive from the Messiah Guild . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   No, it was more than just difficult . 
 
   ‘I can see a path now thanks to Van Gogh’s Bracelet . ’
 
   In the midst of his lament, Kim Woo-jin’s mind shifted to the bracelet that was lying in his inventory . 
 
   ‘It’s the item that people risked their lives to recover . 
 
   Van Gogh’s bracelet . It was an item that loosened some of the player’s accessory constraints . 
 
   Players could wear up to 5 accessory items .  
 
   One necklace, two rings and two bracelets . 
 
   It was possible to wear more, but anymore than the specified number and the player would not receive the effects for the subsequent items .  
 
   If you put more than two rings on your hand, only two rings would work . 
 
   However some of those restrictions were removed by Van Gogh’s Bracelet .  
 
   If you wore Van Gogh’s ring on your right hand, you could then wear five rings on your right hand . 
 
   ‘The problem is I can’t remove it . ’
 
   The downside was that a ring worn together with Van Gogh’s bracelet couldn’t be removed unless he died . 
 
   It was a bigger drawback than one would think . 
 
   First of all, players basically wore all kinds of rings . 
 
   In particular, as the floors increased, they had no choice but to prepare as much in advance as they would not know what environment they would have to face . 
 
   In the case of Lee Se-jun, there were as many as 19 legendary rings in his inventory and Kim Woo-jin had also filled part of his inventory with rings although not as much as he had in the past(future?) . 
 
   Above all, a ring was the fastest piece of equipment that a player could replace . 
 
   ‘I can’t wear it yet . ’
 
   However the most troublesome part was that he would be limited to the 5 rings that he picked until he died . 
 
   ‘For now there’s only the Plus Ring . ’
 
   It was true that he could wear up to five rings, but there was no reason for him to wear it if the effect wasn’t on the same level as the Plus Ring . 
 
   This was the reason why Kim Woo-jin didn’t wear the bracelet yet . 
 
   After all, it was not too late to equip it after he managed to find a few more rings on the same level as the Plus Ring . 
 
   ‘The first 3 Floor Dungeon I enter is decided . ’
 
   Additionally, Kim Woo-jin had information on dungeons that had legendary items that hadn’t been discovered in this world yet . 
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   ‘It’s not enough yet . ’
 
   The reason why Kim Woo-jin still felt he was lacking . 
 
   Tuk! Tuk!
 
   And now Kim Woo-jin was using the leather of the Ogre he’d hunted, to make armor . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   WooWoong!
 
   The phone in his pocket began vibrating . 
 
   -How are you?
 
   It was Oh Se-chan’s voice . 
 
   -You’re really popular nowadays, really popular . Ah, how about we have a chat? Tell me if you have any special needs . 
 
   “Nothing immediately . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t ask for anything in particular . 
 
   The things he wanted were not things he could ask for, but things he had to get on his own . 
 
   “I have a question . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   -A question? What is it?
 
   “I wonder why ramen or choco pie is always mentioned whenever there is an interview . ”
 
   -Ah…
 
   Oh Se-chan paused for a second before saying . 
 
   -Uh, that . 
 
   “That?”
 
   -It’s for public opinion . Right, that’s it . It’s to help build a connection . And the Messiah Guild is based in Korea anyway isn’t it? So isn’t this a good way to connect with the Koreans? Huh? Aren’t I right? In fact even foreigners like choco pie . You like it too don’t you?
 
   Oh Se-chan’s words changed . 
 
   -Ah, but that’s not the point . 
 
   He quickly changed the topic . 
 
   -There’s good news and bad news . I was calling to hear your opinion in advance . 
 
   “Let’s hear the good news . ”
 
   -The Skeleton Knight Skill will be on sale . 
 
   Skeleton Knight . 
 
   The words made Kim Woo-jin remember the times when he’d fought against the King of Undead . 
 
   The memory was that of three Liches and five Death Knights protecting the King of Undead as well as an army of hundreds of Skeleton Soldiers standing in front of him . 
 
   Skeleton Knights were intermingled in that group of Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
   At first glance, they were indistinguishable from normal Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
   This was especially the case when the Skeleton Soldier skilled reached the EX rank . Then even an Ogre’s skeleton could be made into a Skeleton Soldier and there would be no way to distinguish the two . 
 
   But there was one difference . Skeleton Knights rode on the backs of skeleton beasts . 
 
   That was the only obvious difference . 
 
   ‘It was a pain in the ass . ’
 
   It was also the difference that made the Skeleton Knights very troublesome . 
 
   No long explanation was necessary . 
 
   It was simple to just reimagine the case with Lee Jin-ah and the wolf skeleton . 
 
   No, from the start, Kim Woo-jin came up with such a tactic after observing Skeleton Knights . 
 
   At this time, it was a skill that would prove extremely helpful to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   This was the good news . 
 
   “The bad news is that it is not easy to get . ”
 
   So Kim Woo-jin could immediately tell what the bad news was . 
 
   -Right answer . 
 
   “What’s the problem? Is it money?”
 
   -Most of the world’s problems are because of money, which is why I’m so frugal, but this time it’s different . So it’s more troublesome . 
 
   “What are the terms?”
 
   -Support and protection from the Government . 
 
   Normally conditions like these would make people ponder for a bit, but Kim Woo-jin was able to understand the situation immediately .  
 
   “So it’s a wanted criminal?”
 
   -Right . 
 
   Among the players, there were a lot of wanted people . More that half of the players who went to Kaesong, North Korea were criminals . 
 
   In all honesty, a lot of money was actually dangerous for that type of person . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was a different story for a bum to have three to four 50,000 won bills in his pocket and for him to have a 100 million won bond slip in his pocket . 
 
   Moreover if something so valuable was found it could easily be used for other things instead of money . 
 
   -He’s from Ukraine, but he murdered a high ranked official in the government . Of course, he’s saying he killed the man cause he humiliated his wife, he is also known for committing all sorts of other crimes, but he’s applied for asylum because killing the man was a legitimate decision . In the world today, which government would grant asylum to a player like that? He’s been wandering ‘round for a while but he managed to get something good this time .  
 
   “So his condition is asylum?”
 
   From what Oh Se-chan had just explained, one of the conditions could be for guaranteed stability . 
 
   It was not a ridiculous request . 
 
   Most well-known players had a close relationship with their governments .  
 
   It was possible for those who want the skill to do so through those in power . 
 
   -Two wives, two daughters . Four in total . 
 
   “That’s a lot of conditions for a unique skill and not a legendary . ”
 
   After all, it wasn’t a legendary skill so it was basically overkill to ask for so many things . 
 
   -There’s no compromise . He’s desperate . I tried to get him into Russia but he refused . Well, looking at Russia he might not believe he’ll get protection . 
 
   It was truly worth Oh Se-chan saying it was bad news . 
 
   In the end, Kim Woo-jin spoke again . 
 
   “Can we make the trade at any time?”
 
   -The contact point is still being maintained . 
 
   “Then I’ll do it . ”
 
   -You?
 
   Oh Se-chan couldn’t hide the surprise in his voice . 
 
   -You have contacts in the Korean Government?
 
   In response to that, Kim Woo-jin responded briefly . 
 
   “No . ”
 
   -Then how?
 
   “I don’t have, but I know someone who does . ”
 
   -If you say that then…Park Yong-wan?
 
   “You know it well . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled as he said this . 
 
   ‘Park Yong-wan, I’ll make you fight the world . ’
 
   …
 
   In the wake of Isaac Ivanov, it was Park Yong-wan who finally managed to change the focus of the world . 
 
   [Park Yong-wan succeeds in his second challenge of a 6 Floor Dungeon!]
 
   He had completed his second challenge of a 6 Floor dungeon and returned to the real world . It was certainly a historical moment . 
 
   [This is now the era of Park Yong-wan!]
 
   [The Phoenix Guild, 29th in the World Rankings!]
 
   It was a glorious moment . 
 
   However Park Yong-wan’s expression when he had just come back after completing his historical achievement, was worse than ever . 
 
   “So the Frontier Guild tried to eat us?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was standing in front of him, answered simply . 
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin had approached Park Yong-wan when he came back and explained the situation to him . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “After barely surviving, I hid and waited for you to come back . ”
 
   He told him that a powerful group of Pathfinders had been sent by the Frontier Guild . 
 
   Park Yong-wan had no choice but to harden his face . 
 
   Of course, he already knew what the Frontier Guild was like . 
 
   “Fucking bastards . ”
 
   Nevertheless he had never expected them to pull such tricks on him . 
 
   In fact, Park Yong-wan could be considered a bigshot .  
 
   Nevertheless it was through Naomi Spell’s suggestion that the Frontier Guild did this . 
 
   It was because the Messiah Guild wanted to quickly remove Park Yong-wan that they were forced to make her do it .  
 
   But Naomi Spell and the Messiah Guild’s plan had failed . 
 
   Park Yong-wan was able to escape from their trap . 
 
   “How are we going to deal with this?”
 
   The problem that there was no way for Park Yong-wan to vent his anger right now . 
 
   Park Yong-wan knew that currently, no matter how strong he seemed, he could never go against the Frontier Guild . 
 
   “…If you have any thoughts, tell me . ”
 
   Therefore Park Yong-wan asked Kim Woo-jin for his opinion . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin thought for a bit before replying to Park Yong-wan’s question . 
 
   “Personally, I think defense would be better than attack right now . There are too many enemies . ”
 
   “Defense?”
 
   “Yes, I think it’s best to focus on defense so that the other guilds, especially the Frontier Guild, will not rush to touch us . ”
 
   “Defense…that’s unexpected . But how?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered him easily . 
 
   “By using the Messiah Guild’s method . ”
 
   “The Messiah Guild?”
 
   “They’re supported by the public . Isn’t that why you can’t touch the Messiah Guild? They have the support of the public all over the world?”
 
   Park Yong-wan nodded at that . 
 
   However his expression crumpled again . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s words were not wrong but . 
 
   “How?”
 
   But it wasn’t something he could say he wanted to do . 
 
   “Don’t tell me I have to clear a 7 Floor Dungeon . ”
 
   Unless Park Yong-wan attacked a 7 Floor Dungeon then it would be impossible for him to be treated like a savior like the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin made a suggestion to him . 
 
   “You don’t need to take the risks yourself . Think of the Hansung Group . ”
 
   “The Hansung Group…”
 
   “They invested in the Messiah Guild and enjoy the same reputation, the Phoenix Guild can do something similar . ”
 
   “Something similar?”
 
   As soon as he asked the question, Park Yong-wan realised what the answer was as if he had found it on his own . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov, you mean invest in him right?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded instead of answering . 
 
   At that time, a smile stretched across Park Yong-wan’s face . 
 
    
    
 
    
  
 
  
 
  

 
   
    
      Published at 20th of October 2020 09:33:19 AM
 
     
   
 
  
 
   
   
     Due to deal restructure text to speech player is currently unavailable. Will find a solution soon. 
   
 
    
   
 
   
 Chapter 115 
   
 
   Kill The Hero – Chapter 115 – Graduating from 2 Floors (1)
 
   
 
   
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   
 
   
 
   Translator: Seven
 
   Editor: Ana_Banana
 
   The most powerful thing about the Messiah Guild was that it received endless faith and support from the public .  
 
   Through this never ending support, the Messiah Guild steadily grew to become something that other guilds could not hope to compare to . 
 
   Of course, like the Messiah Guild there were other guilds who wanted to benefit from playing the role of savior .  
 
   No, in fact all guilds were forced to do so to some extent because of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   The same was true for the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   They also spent much more than they initially expected on marketing to make it seem like they were also working toward the benefit of the world . 
 
   However the results were not good .  
 
   Just as a politician who was known for all kinds of corruption could not change his image simply by engaging in a few volunteering activities, it was impossible for the Phoenix Guild to become like the Messiah Guild simply through marketing techniques after they had already built up a bad image . 
 
   It was for this reason that Park Yong-wan easily accepted Kim Woo-jin’s proposal . 
 
   If the image they had accumulated so far was the problem then maybe getting a new face was the best solution . 
 
   Park Yong-wan immediately began working on the idea . 
 
   [The Phoenix Guild promises its full support to Isaac Ivanov!]
 
   [Will the Phoenix Guild become Isaac Ivanov’s supporter?]
 
   [Park Yong-wan, ‘Isaac Ivanov is a world treasure, it’s natural to want to help him . ’]
 
   He intended to borrow Isaac Ivanov’s fame as Kim Woo-jin had suggested . 
 
   “Sir, Isaac Ivanov’s side has contacted us . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov responded immediately to Park Yong-wan’s proposal . 
 
   “They said he appreciates it deeply . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov had directly refused Park Yong-wan’s support in a single stroke . They had failed even before making the first step . 
 
   However as he listened to his secretary’s words, Park Yong-wan did not show any disappointment or anger on his face . 
 
   “I’m glad he’s not some guy who simply accepts anything that’s given to him . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Rather he welcomed it as if it was a response he had expected from the start . 
 
   “And he’s good for not making a fuss out of it . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov’s move was a clear indication that his name was indeed quite valuable . 
 
   Therefore, Park Yong-wan began making more preparations .  
 
   “Then we’ll need to take out a gift he can’t refuse . Did you do the investigations?”
 
   Even those with expensive tastes would have something that they drooled over . 
 
   “I received information that he is currently trying to get a skill called Skeleton Knight . ”
 
   “Skeleton Knight?”
 
   “It’s a Unique Level 50 class skill . Currently there is only one on the market . ”
 
   And thus the bait was spotted by the fish . 
 
   Park Yong-wan gave a bright smile as he heard this and seemed quite satisfied . 
 
   “That’s good to hear . How much is it?”
 
   “The seller is asking for asylum, not money . If we go into more detail…”
 
   “Is it possible or not?”
 
   “It’s possible . ”
 
   “Then accept it . ”
 
   “But it’s likely to cost more than we expected, in more ways than we expected . ”
 
   “I don’t care . ”
 
   There was no hesitation at all in Park Yong-wan’s voice . 
 
   “We must accept it . ”
 
   He expressed his desires to obtain the skill at all costs . 
 
   No, Park Yong-wan intended to do more than just that . 
 
   “And the item on my list, prepare them . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “If it’s that item…”
 
   “Osiris’ Ring from the 6 Floor dungeon . ”
 
   “You are going to give him that too?”
 
   Park Yong-wan looked at his secretary who was staring at him with wide eyes . 
 
   “It’s best to protect a portion, than to lose everything . ”
 
   …
 
   “Hyung, this is…”
 
   “Look at this Jin-ah . ”
 
   A surprised Lee Jin-ah was looking at the thing that Oh Se-chan was pointing at with his hand . 
 
   “How is it?”
 
   What Oh Se-chan was pointing at was what used to be an empty office about 20 pyung large which was now completely filled with packages of choco pies and ramen . 
 
   The packages were in all different sizes that were wrapped as if they were gifts . 
 
   In fact, they were actually gifts . 
 
   Gifts from the Korean public to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “This means the end of this year’s food and snack expenses . I think we can even take out the coffee expenses if we sell the boxes for waste paper . ”
 
   For Oh Se-chan, this was a divine gift .  
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but ask in surprise . 
 
   “So you’re only gonna have ramen for meals and choco pies as snacks?”
 
   “Of course . What else should I eat after getting all of this free food?”
 
   If his subordinates heard that, they would have gotten dizzy immediately . 
 
   No, the expression of the subordinate who had been following the two was already frozen solid . 
 
   It wasn’t difficult to imagine how horrible it would be to eat three meals of ramen every day with only choco pies for snacks . 
 
   ‘Well, that’s the boss . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   What was even worse was that Oh Se-chan was a human being who could really do such a thing . 
 
   ‘Unless Jin-ah says something…’
 
   Because of this, the subordinate sincerely wished that Lee Jin-ah would be able to convince Oh Se-chan to give up this unreasonable dream . 
 
   “Hyung . ”
 
   As if the prayers of the subordinate were answered, Lee Jin-ah looked at Oh Se-chan with a hard look on his face . 
 
   “Does it make sense for a person to only eat ramen for three meals a day and choco pies for snacks?”
 
   “It doesn’t?”
 
   “No, it’s common sense that you’d get tired of eating the same thing isn’t it?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s words made the subordinate’s expression brighten . 
 
   “You’d need something like Chapagetti(Jjapaghetti) or instant rice to give the meals more variety . ” 
 
   “Is that so? I think the free ramen wouldn’t be a problem . ”
 
   “I once tried to have ramen for three meals a day, but after a month I got a bit sick of it . ”
 
   “What was it like during that month?”
 
   “It wasn’t bad . ”
 
   However Lee Jin-ah’s next words allowed the subordinate to remember something . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah was also not someone you would call normal . 
 
   “Ah, what happened with that thing?”
 
   “What?”
 
   “He told Park Yong-wan what happened right?”
 
   At that time the topic of the conversation switched to Park Yong-wan . 
 
   “So why are they so quiet?”
 
   After Park Yong-wan returned to the real world, Kim Woo-jin had explained the entire incident to him . 
 
   The Frontier Guild painted a big picture for Park Yong-wan to eat him, and he told him that some of his men had been killed already by the Frontier Guild . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   And if Park Yong-wan wasn’t a fool, then he had already done his own investigations and realised that what Kim Woo-jin told him was true . 
 
   However Park Yong-wan’s behavior had not changed since then . 
 
   Rather than exploding, he was acting as if he never heard the news in the first place . 
 
   “It’s strange that that dirty guy is so quiet . ”
 
   “No, that’s what Park Yong-wan is like . ”
 
   “It is?”
 
   “His own interests are the priority . His subordinates suffered so of course he is upset about it, but conversely he can use that as a way to get back something from the Frontier Guild . He’s probably tapping on a calculator right now . I wonder how much he will try to rip the Frontier Guild off by using this . ”
 
   “Wouldn’t they tell him how his guards were killed?”
 
   As he heard that Oh Se-chan laughed briefly . 
 
   ‘From Naomi Spell’s position and what has happened so far, she will try to persuade Park Yong-wan with her abilities . ’
 
   The most difficult thing to overcome in the plan was Naomi Spell . 
 
   ‘If she can’t, she’ll die . ’
 
   If Park Yong-wan decided to contact the Frontier Guild directly, they would then blame Naomi Spell, and if the Messiah Guild believed that it would lead to trouble, they would not hesitate to eliminate her . 
 
   So the moment Park Yong-wan shows the room for negotiation, she will go all out to persuade him . 
 
   She would have to use all the cards she had . 
 
   ‘And she’d make similar approaches to Kim Woo-jin . ’
 
   At the same time, she would try to send a gift of reconciliation to Kim Woo-jin who had caused the incident . 
 
   At this moment, to connect to Sam Oliver, she could only go through Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘What an amazing guy . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan could not help his admiration . 
 
   “Sir, the skill page was traded . ”
 
   At the same time, another subordinate told him some breaking news and a smile stretched across his face . 
 
   “He’s a really amazing guy . ”
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   [Skeleton Knight]
 Conditions: Emissary of the Underworld 
    
 Required Level: Level 50 or Higher 
    
 Effect: Summons a powerful Skeleton Knight by using 5 offerings 
   Lee Jin-ah brought the golden skill page to Kim Woo-jin who silently stared at it for quite a long time . 
 
   “What? Are you so moved that you’re speechless?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin shot a glance at Lee Jin-ah who had taken out a box of choco pies and began eating them after asking that question . 
 
   “I am touched . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   At the unexpected answer, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but make a surprised expression . 
 
   What surprised him even more was that Kim Woo-jin’s face at that moment seemed to show that he actually meant what he said . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was justified . 
 
   “The effort that Park Yong-wan put in for Isaac Ivanov would not have been so unusual . ”
 
   The price that Park Yong-wan must have paid to obtain the skill page could not be in any way small . 
 
   Moreover Park Yong-wan got this amazing item and gave it away to Isaac Ivanov absolutely for free . 
 
   ‘I got a gift from the guy who sold his own country . ’
 
   There was no way that someone who was willing to sell their own country for their personal interests could have done something like this with a light heart . 
 
   ‘That’s how urgent it is . ’
 
   On the other hand, this also meant that the situation that Park Yong-wan was in was far from good . 
 
   In fact it could be said to be downright bad . 
 
   At the moment he was in the middle of a war with the Skull Guild, fighting and killing each other on the surface and behind the Skull Guild was the Yamato Federation which was actively supported by the Japanese Government . 
 
   In this situation, he brought in the Frontier Guild to try to deal with the Skull Guild and they tried to eat him alive . 
 
   Though he’d managed to extricate himself from being eaten, Park Yong-wan still found it difficult to actually do anything about what happened . 
 
   ‘The Messiah Guild won’t give up . ’
 
   Most importantly, he didn’t know it yet, but the Messiah Guild had already designated him as a target . 
 
   At least, before Kim Woo-jin returned to the past, there had never been anyone who had survived being targeted by the Messiah Guild . 
 
   They all ended up being hunted by the hunting dogs in the end . 
 
   ‘The longer he lives, the more helpful he’ll be . ’
 
   At least for Kim Woo-jin, the longer Park Yong-wan stayed alive, the better . 
 
   After all, Park Yong-wan was blocking many arrows for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘I can’t waste any time . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   He knew that there would come a day when his meat shield would disappear and then all the arrows that he had been blocking would come to him . 
 
   So what Kim Woo-jin needed to do, was to prepare for that day . 
 
   “Didn’t Oh Se-chan give you anything else?”
 
   When he heard Kim Woo-jin’s question, Lee Jin-ah nodded and immediately held the back with the choco pie that he was eating, in his mouth . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin frowned a bit as he looked at him . 
 
   “Where do you get all these choco pies that you’re constantly eating?”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   A thought flashed in Lee Jin-ah’s mind for a moment . 
 
   ‘Should I tell him that I’m eating his gift that Oh Se-chan took or stay silent?’
 
   “Uh, that…I’ve been on a diet these past few days . ”
 
   “A diet?”
 
   “Uh, that’s right…I’m on a diet where I only eat this instead of rice . ”
 
   It was absurd, but Kim Woo-jin nodded as if he was satisfied with the explanation . 
 
   “Right . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah wondered if he suspected anything . 
 
   “I thought that it might be a gift that was sent for me and were treating it like your own snacks instead of telling me about it . ”
 
   “Th-, that’s not true . Would I really do that? A real man would never do something like that and I’m a real man . ”
 
   With an awkward laugh Lee Jin-ah hurriedly handed a document that he took out over to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Look at this . ”
 
   As soon as Kim Woo-jin received it, Lee Jin-ah threw a question at him in a bid to change the topic . 
 
   “So what is that anyway?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded briefly to his question . 
 
   “It’s a dungeon report . ”
 
   “A dungeon report? We’re entering another dungeon?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t answer Lee Jin-ah’s following questions because he felt like they weren’t worth responding to . 
 
   Clearing dungeons until they die was the duty of all players .  
 
   “So where is it this time?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin just handed the report over to him instead of answering him . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah who looked over the report couldn’t help but ask more questions with a hard face . 
 
   “Seven day survival? B+ rank? You have to kill monsters for seven days on the second floor instead of the first floor? Who would try to clear this crazy dungeon?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin simply pointed his finger toward Lee Jin-ah instead of answering . 
 
   “Wa-, wait . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah saw the finger and became frightened . 
 
   “The maximum number of entries is 60 people!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah began speaking with a sincere but anxious expression . 
 
   “Wouldn’t it be too dangerous for just the two of us to do this? Seriously, that’s common sense isn’t it? Can we really handle the defense of 60 people with just us? Huh? It would be way too hard . ”
 
   His words weren’t wrong . 
 
   Dungeons with survival quests usually had many more monsters than normal dungeons .  
 
   In a normal situation, a B+ dungeon that had a maximum capacity of 60 people could have as many as 10,000 monsters . 
 
   It would be unusual for anyone to deal with so many monsters with just two people . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin finally answered Lee Jin-ah’s question .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “It won’t be just the two of us . ”
 
   “Ah, really?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s facial expression brightened at those words . 
 
   “You must have a team for us to run it with . Okay, then that changes things . So how many of them are there?”
 
   “There’s thirty-five excluding us . ”
 
   “What? Thirty-five?”
 
   As he heard this number, Lee Jin-ah tilted his head in confusion before he suddenly realised something . 
 
   “Are you talking about the number of Skeleton Soldiers and Golems?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin ripped the skill page in his hands and responded . 
 
   “And one Skeleton Knight . ”
 
   At that moment, Lee Jin-ah gave up on the conversation and Kim Woo-jin no longer thought about it . 
 
   There was only one thing on his mind . 
 
   ‘After this dungeon, we should use the big event happening on October 10th as the stage for our debut into 3 Floor Dungeons . ’
 
   Another A+ rank dungeon would appear in Korea on October 10th .  
 
   As he thought of this, Kim Woo-jin’s expression hardened slightly . 
 
   ‘It won’t be easy, but…’
 
   In Kim Woo-jin’s memory, the maximum number of entries had been 250 and three of the five major guilds participated . 
 
   Nevertheless, there was a reason why Kim Woo-jin intended to go there . 
 
   ‘I have to get Hercules’ Ring . ’
 
   The reason was very obvious . 
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   [Hunt the Black Orc . ]
 
   As Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah entered the dungeon, they heard the notification with the clear conditions of the first floor . 
 
   However Kim Woo-jin didn’t pay attention to the notification .  
 
   Instead he turned to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “We’re going to start training for 3 Floor dungeons from today . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah laughed in response to that . 
 
   “I can enter 3 Floor and even 4 Floor right now . I am a man who does not know the word impossible . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin did not say anything at his empty boasting . 
 
   He didn’t have any reactions, he didn’t laugh, he didn’t say a word . 
 
   Instead, he simply took the Grim Reaper’s Mask from his inventory and put it on his face in one smooth motion . 
 
   Then with the mask on his face, he spoke in a cold tone . 
 
   “If you’re so confident then you don’t need any handicaps . ”
 
   “The one who hunts the Black Orc first wins . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was frozen in surprise for a moment before he hurriedly spoke again . 
 
   “Wa-, wait! So I’m going against you? For who catches it first?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t answer him . 
 
   “I’ll give you a bit of advice . ”
 
   Instead he gave him some advice . 
 
   “All you need to do is hunt it first, that doesn’t mean you have to hunt it quickly . In other words it’s okay as long as you don’t let the other person hunt it before you . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   As he gave this advice, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes slowly became those of a hunting dog just before its hunt . 
 
   In front of those eyes, Lee Jin-ah realised that Kim Woo-jin was not joking . 
 
   “What happens if I lose?”
 
   “If I find you lacking then I’ll just give you intensive training to fill that gap . That’s it . ”
 
   As he said this, Kim Woo-jin seemed to recall something . 
 
   “I’ll do my best not to kill you, don’t worry . ”
 
   After saying those spooky words, Kim Woo-jin shouted at him . 
 
   “Start!”
 
   At the moment, Lee Jin-ah began running away without looking back . 
 
   The running Lee Jin-ah was as focused and serious as he could be . 
 
   And Kim Woo-jin who was watching him run away, was also serious . 
 
   ‘The moment you enter the 3 Floor dungeons, you’re considered weak once again . ’
 
   Currently, Kim Woo-jin could be said to be the strongest in 2 Floor dungeons . It was impossible for anyone in a 2 Floor dungeon to kill him . 
 
   However that changed as soon as he entered 3 Floor dungeons .  
 
   If the level limit for the dungeon was level 80 and under then even Kim Woo-jin would struggle to survive in such a place . 
 
   ‘The limit for the dungeon with Hercules’ Ring is level 80 . ’
 
   Moreover the limit for the dungeon that Kim Woo-jin was aiming for was exactly level 80 . 
 
   Of course, if it was Kim Woo-jin, then he would be able to endure it to some extent . 
 
   ‘I might be able to, but it wouldn’t be easy for Lee Jin-ah . ’
 
   The problem was that Lee Jin-ah was not yet ready to stand on that stage . 
 
   This wasn’t to degrade Lee Jin-ah’s abilities . In fact Kim Woo-jin had a large appreciation for his ability .  
 
   3 Floor dungeons were simply that dangerous . 
 
   ‘Especially on the third floor . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   One of the most terrifying things about a 3 Floor dungeon was simply the fact that it had a third floor . 
 
   This was easy to understand when one looked at the players who fell down in exhaustion soon after exiting a 2 Floor dungeon . 
 
   Clearing the second floor in a dungeon in itself is not an easy task . 
 
   But in a 3 Floor dungeon the players were forced to clear another floor after that . This made the dungeon much more difficult than most people understood . 
 
   Even experienced people like Lee Jin-ah could not easily handle this seemingly insignificant difference . 
 
   This was why Kim Woo-jin gave him this assignment . 
 
   ‘The best medicine for him is hard experience . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin intended to simulate the same level of difficulty that Lee Jin-ah would encounter in a 3 Floor dungeon . 
 
   ‘And I can also check the ability of the Skeleton Knight . ’
 
   At the same time he intended to test how well the Skeleton Knight could perform through fighting Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   At that time, Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but recall some memories from his past . 
 
   ‘This reminds me of the past . ’
 
   There was once a time when he trained the players in the Messiah Guild who would fall under his command . 
 
   ‘Five out of the ten tried to kill me during the training . ’
 
   It was a very sad time . 
 
   …
 
   “It’s been 11 days since they entered and still no contact . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan nodded without any reaction as his subordinate read this report to him . 
 
   The subordinate could not help but ask carefully as he saw that . 
 
   “That place…isn’t it very dangerous?”
 
   Considering the characteristics and difficulty of the dungeon, it was a natural question to ask . 
 
   “Not really . ”
 
   However Oh Se-chan’s thoughts seemed to be the exact opposite . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “There is practically no danger . In fact, that dungeon could be considered pretty easy for those two . ”
 
   “Easy?”
 
   “Uhuh . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan kindly explained to his subordinate who only seemed to get more confused . 
 
   “It would be over as long as you stay alive for seven days . All you need to do is stay alive . Even if all your limbs are chopped off . ”
 
   “Ah!”
 
   Only then did the subordinate realise what Oh Se-chan meant . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah should be fine . ”
 
   “In the first place, survival quests are like his food . ”
 
   Survival quests only required the players to survive for a specific amount of time . 
 
   In other words it was the best solo stage for Lee Jin-ah who couldn’t die easily . 
 
   “As for Kim Woo-jin…”
 
   There was not even a need for them to mention Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “…I can’t imagine that monster dying . From the start he was probably going there only to train . ”
 
   For him, there was no longer any danger in a 2 Floor dungeon . 
 
   “Training?”
 
   “Yeah, training to enter 3 Floor dungeons . ”
 
   It was but a stepping stone for his new stage . 
 
   “3 Floors…”
 
   When Oh Se-chan said those words, his expression became frozen . 
 
   So did his subordinate’s . 
 
   “It won’t be easy . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   The players who challenged 3 Floor dungeons were almost all over level 60 . 
 
   “It’s completely different from 2 Floors . ”
 
   It was correct to say that there would no longer be any pushover . 
 
   There was no one who could be said to be lacking in skill, combat ability or monster hunting capabilities, although there were many interesting personalities and those with personality defects that the words quirky, strange or psychopathic matched perfectly and even these people were still competent when it came to fighting monsters . 
 
   “The lower limit for the entries is 100 for 3 Floor dungeons . ”
 
   Moreover, the number of entries went up significantly from 2 Floor dungeons . 
 
   The lower limit was 100 and it could even go above 300 .  
 
   “It’s usually impossible for one guild to handle . ”
 
   The problem was, as he had just mentioned, it was almost impossible for a guild to fill the numbers with people above level 60 who also had the required level of ability . 
 
   There was no case of a dungeon being cleared by a single guild unless it was only of the top 5 guilds in the world or guilds that were on a similar level . 
 
   Eventually, 3 Floor dungeons became items that it was natural for multiple guilds to work together to make a joint bid for . 
 
   “That’s why the necessity for politics is so severe . ”
 
   Of course it was not easy to unite several forces into one . 
 
   No matter how many agreements were made at first, there was no telling what would truly happen inside the dungeon . 
 
   This was why Kim Woo-jin had entered this dungeon . 
 
   “After all, power is best . ”
 
   In this world, the only thing that could truly be used was power, and the only way for one to gain power was through dungeons . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   “Breaking news . ”
 
   “We received a letter from the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s expression became firm . 
 
   “What does it say?”
 
   “An A+ 3 Floor dungeon has been discovered . ”
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   A man appeared in front of a close school in Gangneung City, Gangwon-do, where the huge footsteps of monsters could still be seen on the weed covered playground . 
 
   The man’s body was large enough to be considered a monster and his appearance was more than harsh enough to match the word ‘monster’ . 
 
   If someone who didn’t know him saw him, they might very well run away while thinking that a monster had escaped from a dungeon . 
 
   “They came out . ”
 
   Fortunately those nearby were colleagues and acquaintances who were used to his appearance . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah!”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s men began to approach him in order to welcome him back . 
 
   But Lee Jin-ah had an odd response to those who were approaching . 
 
   “Urgh . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah bent over and began vomiting everything that he had in his stomach . 
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   ‘Huk!’
 
   The footsteps of Oh Se-chan’s men who had been hurrying over to greet him immediately came to a stop . 
 
   ‘I don’t believe it! Lee Jin-ah is vomiting?’
 
   ‘This is a serious problem . We need to contact the boss right away!’
 
   It was incredibly shocking for none other than Lee Jin-ah to vomit what he had eaten, no matter what it was and no matter how much it was . 
 
   At least for those who knew Lee Jin-ah, this was in fact a very urgent matter . 
 
   One of the subordinates immediately began contacting Oh Se-chan . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   “Mr . Kim Woo-jin!”
 
   Following Lee Jin-ah’s appearance, Kim Woo-jin also appeared . 
 
   After he looked around his surroundings for a bit, Kim Woo-jin immediately turned to look at Lee Jin-ah who was collapsed on the ground . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who finally stopped puking, avoided his gaze . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled and walked away slowly . 
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   His short walk led him to the subordinate who had contacted Oh Se-chan . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin stretched his hand toward him . 
 
   “I will no hand it to Mr . Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   As soon as Kim Woo-jin put the phone to his ear, he heard Oh Se-chan’s voice . 
 
   -What’s going on? Lee Jin-ah is vomiting? What happened in the dungeon?
 
   Oh Se-chan asked a flurry of questions, his tone filled with urgency . 
 
   -Huh? If something gets into his stomach he’d easily digest it, so why is he vomiting?
 
   It was clear that Oh Se-chan was also shocked by the fact that Lee Jin-ah was vomiting something that he’d eaten . 
 
   “He’s just overworked, there is no problem . ”
 
   -Overworked?
 
   “I pushed him a little harder than usual in order to properly prepare for our graduation from 2 Floor dungeons . ”
 
   It was then . 
 
   “Fuck, that was a bit hard?! I almost died!”
 
   Hearing what Kim Woo-jin was saying on the call, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but shout in protest . 
 
   -Was that Lee Jin-ah’s voice? What’s he saying?
 
   Unaware of the circumstances, Oh Se-chan couldn’t help but have some doubts .  
 
   Meanwhile Lee Jin-ah shouted again . 
 
   “The fucking Skeleton Knight!”
 
   -The Skeleton Knight? The new skill? Then what’s the problem?
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled lightly at the remark . 
 
   “My new skill was a bit stronger than I expected . So I had a little problem controlling the power . ” 
 
   “You say it’s a small problem, I almost got killed by that Skeleton Knight! Damn, if it was two monsters like that…”
 
   Lee Jin-ah who had just been shouting at Kim Woo-jin, suddenly shivered . 
 
   -…I don’t fully know what’s going on, but it doesn’t seem like it’s a big deal anyway . 
 
   “It’s just some research and data collection . Has anything special happened while we were gone?”
 
   -Something special did happen . A big event has appeared . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was not surprised by Oh Se-chan’s words . 
 
   -An A+ rank 3 Floor Dungeon has appeared in Yeouido
 
   He had expected that there would be a big event after all . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Can I participate?”
 
   The important thing was whether he could take part in the event or not . 
 
   Oh Se-chan gave him a simple reply . 
 
   -Honestly, there was nothing that I could do . 3 Floors and completely different from the 1 Floors and 2 Floors . Maybe you understand . 
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, this was already something that he had expected . 
 
   ‘It’s natural . ’
 
   It is impossible for just anyone to participate in an A+ 3 Floor Dungeon .  
 
   Especially the first attack . 
 
   The competition for the bidding on the first attack is always the most fierce . 
 
   This could be seen from the fact that the dungeons that Kim Woo-jin or Isaac Ivanov had access to were those that had been failed numerous times or that contained monsters that were difficult to defeat . 
 
   ‘There is time until the attack, so we can find a way to enter . ’
 
   Even so Kim Woo-jin didn’t intend to give up . 
 
   ‘Because this dungeon was only attacked once . ’
 
   In his memory, there was no such thing as a second try for this dungeon . 
 
   ‘I need to get Hercules’ Ring this time somehow . ’
 
   It was then . 
 
   -So I couldn’t do anything, but a grateful person sent you a gift . 
 
   He could hear the excitement in Oh Se-chan’s voice . 
 
   “A gift?”
 
   -A big guy called the Messiah Guild sent a letter to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but smile at those words . 
 
   No more explanation was needed . 
 
   “It was worth it to help the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   It wasn’t hard to guess that the Messiah Guild wanted to partner with Isaac Ivanov to clear the dungeon . 
 
   -So you’re gonna go in? It’s a great opportunity but in the end it’s still a 3 Floor dungeon . It’s also level 80 and below . Your current level is…
 
   “This time, it reached level 60 . ”
 
   -Yeah, so it will be difficult for you at level 60 . It’s like a level 10 player going into a level 30 and below dungeon . Most of all, the Messiah Guild invited you into the dungeon not to help you, but to take advantage of you . So it will be much more dangerous . It’ll be hard to interfere
 
   “No . I’ll be cautious till the end . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin took Oh Se-chan’s warnings seriously . 
 
   As he’d said before, no matter how amazing a treasure was, it was absolutely useless if he didn’t have the power to use it . 
 
   For this reason, Kim Woo-jin once again compared his current abilities to the abilities of the players he was likely to face in the dungeon . 
 
   ‘It won’t be easy . ’
 
   Through this dungeon, he’d learned that the strength of the skeleton knight was much higher than he had anticipated . 
 
   But that alone was not enough assurance . 
 
   ‘If I want to get what I want from a stage which has the best performers from each guild, then I’ll need to get Plus Alpha . ’
 
   The opponents this time might be more powerful than Kim Woo-jin expected . 
 
   -What was the reward for level 60? You got a catalogue didn’t you?
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   When Oh Se-chan asked this question, it caused Kim Woo-jin to realise that his mind had been so preoccupied that he’d completely forgotten about the reward for his level up . 
 
   “Catalogue . ”
 
   At his command, the catalogue awarded by his halo for reaching level 60 appeared before his eyes . 
 
   It was giving off a golden glow . 
 
   …
 
   [A+ rank 3 Floor Dungeon appears!]
 
   [The location is Yeouido Park!]
 
   [The title of the dungeon is Golden Lion!]
 
   The news of the appearance of an A+ 3 Floor Dungeon in Korea quickly spread out of the country to the rest of the world . 
 
   [The Maximum number of entries is 250! The  Admission level limit is 75!]
 
   [The Messiah Guild has made a Declaration!]
 
   [The Phoenix Guild has made a Declaration!]
 
   Soon the guilds in Korea began expressing their strong will to attack and clear the dungeon .  
 
   Other than that, countless news seemed to be pouring in . 
 
   -I heard a piece of news saying that the Korean Government would allow the top 5 guilds to participate in the attack, is that true?
 
   ㄴNo, why are they giving it to foreigners when it’s in Korea?
 
   ㄴDid the government get paid again?
 
   ㄴYou should look at the situation realistically . It has space for 250 people, 250! Could you find 250 players in Korea who could clear an A+ 3 Floor Dungeon?
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ㄴThat’s right . It might be better for us to open our doors than force it and fail . Then we’ll still benefit from it late . There is no loss . 
 
   ㄴThen all those famous guys will gather together, right?
 
   From news regarding the top 5 guilds discussing with the government regarding the attack, to news about which famous players would be participating in the attack .  
 
   But the most intense news of all was . 
 
   -Breaking News! Isaac Ivanov is participating!
 
   ㄴWhat?
 
   ㄴIs this real?
 
   Except the news that he would be participating in the attack on the Golden Lion Dungeon, there was practically no other news about Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Moreover, his participation wasn’t simply participation . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild were the ones who sent Isaac Ivanov a letter!]
 
   [The one who requested his participation was not Isaac Ivanov, but the Messiah Guild!]
 
   It was revealed that it was the Messiah Guild who had asked Isaac Ivanov to participate in the dungeon .  
 
   It was the first time that the Messiah Guild had asked for another player’s help in a dungeon that they had never attempted before .  
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s 3 Floor dungeon debut!]
 
   [Is the Messiah Guild trying to raise Isaac Ivanov to be another Savior?]
 
   Moreover, the fact that this would be the first time that Isaac Ivanov had ever participated in a 3 Floor dungeon proved that the Messiah Guild held him in higher regard than any other player . 
 
   This was terribly surprising to all of those who knew the Messiah Guild because the Messiah Guild was known for its cold treatment to any player who was not a member of their guild . 
 
   “Damn it!”
 
   When Park Yong-wan heard the news, he was understandably upset . 
 
   ‘How much did I spend on him?’
 
   He couldn’t feel good when the world was filled with news about Isaac Ivanov and the Messiah Guild when he was the one who had spent a lot of money to get Isaac Ivanov’s name . 
 
   ‘Are the Messiah Guild bastards doing this because they know I’m reaching out to Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   Park Yong-wan could not help but wonder if the Messiah Guild was only acting this way to foil his plans . 
 
   ‘No way…I don’t think so . ’
 
   Of course, Park Yong-wan knew that his doubts were not completely impossible . 
 
   ‘It’s just that the timing isn’t right . I don’t think that the Messiah Guild is trying to kill me yet . And only Isaac Ivanov and I know of our deal . ’
 
   Park Yong-wan felt that it was all a coincidence .  
 
   ‘Was Isaac Ivanov the one who spread the information himself?’
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   ‘He is quite good at spreading information . ’
 
   While looking at the article on Isaac Ivanov, Kim Woo-jin smiled slightly . 
 
   ‘The moment the information spread about Park Yong-wan contacting Isaac Ivanov, the Messiah Guild moved immediately . ’
 
   He recalled the conversation with Oh Se-chan in his mind . 
 
   At that time Oh Se-chan had told Kim Woo-jin that he would leak the fact that Park Yong-wan was contacting Isaac Ivanov to the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘The price for ransom always increases when there’s a competitor . ’
 
   The reason of course, was to raise Isaac Ivanov’s value . 
 
   And as a result of that, the Skeleton Knight skill and an entry to the new Golden Lion Dungeon had been obtained easily . 
 
   ‘Everything is perfect so far . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t think that the situation could get any better than it currently was . 
 
   And now there was only one other task that he had to do . 
 
   ‘All that matters now is whether I can clear it or not . ’
 
   Would Kim Woo-jin be able to grab hold of the golden opportunity that had been placed right in front of him?
 
   In the face of that question, Kim Woo-jin looked at the skill window in front of his eyes . 
 
   [Berserker]
 
   -Rank: F
 
   -Effect: Transform a summoned undead monster into a Berserker . 
 
   When he saw it, Kim Woo-jin closed his eyes and began to think deeply . 
 
   It wouldn’t be easy to clear the dungeon . 
 
   ‘It won’t be easy to stop myself from standing out too much . ’
 
   …
 
   Players were often referred to as the chosen ones . 
 
   In a way, this statement wasn’t wrong . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The fact that they had become a player was in itself the greatest benefit that a player could ever hope for . 
 
   It was similar to winning the lottery . 
 
   In the world, having a large sum of money wasn’t extremely rare, but that didn’t mean that just because you had a fortune you could have a large impact .  
 
   It was the same for the players . 
 
   Players who stayed in 1 Floor dungeons could be considered to have been lucky enough to win the lottery .  
 
   In other words, their impact on the world was practically nonexistent . 
 
   However, from the moment they reached level 100, the status of the player would rise to an entirely new level . 
 
   It was entirely possible to change the political map in a country depending on their will and capabilities . 
 
   Players who challenged 3 Floor dungeons were those who were nearing that level of power and influence . 
 
   “Every one of them is so amazing . There’s the Crazy Dog Chun Dao-ming who has had 5 dungeon clears by himself, the Golden Eagles who are the next gen ace party of the Great One Guild, and even the black members of the Amazon Guild . ”
 
   There were those with various names and nicknames, and those with reputations similar to famous celebrities . 
 
   Of course, since it was an A+ rank 3 Floor Dungeon and not a regular 3 Floor dungeon, it was natural for the participants to be famous players . 
 
   “But this is a bit bad . The best players here are only level 70 aren’t they?”
 
   However, even when considering that, the faces of those who were gathering to participate in the Golden Lion Dungeon were quite diverse . 
 
   “And it’s a Korean Dungeon . Why are there so many foreigners?”
 
   Moreover, there were many who had a hard time understanding why there was such a large proportion of foreigners . 
 
   In this era where every A+ dungeon was seen as a major national asset, most countries would try to fill and clear A+ rank Dungeons with members of their own nationality as much as possible . 
 
   However, for this Golden Lion Dungeon, 130 of the participants were foreigners . 
 
   “What’s the Messiah Guild thinking?”
 
   This was because the Messiah Guild who held virtually all the rights to the Golden Lion Dungeon, had opened up the doors for this dungeon . 
 
   When they opened the doors, it was natural for the talented guilds to stick together . 
 
   “Well, this would definitely increase our chances of clearing it…”
 
   Of course, this was the best way to increase the success rate of the dungeon attack .  
 
   Wasn’t it more helpful and in the advantage of the national interest to challenge the dungeon with players who were skilled rather than simply deciding to use players from the same nationality?
 
   The public opinion was also very good . 
 
   The main consensus was that the Messiah Guild had made a wise choice when looking at the situation from the grand scale . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “This isn’t like those guys . ”
 
   However, Lee Jin-ah’s thoughts were different . 
 
   “Hey, what do you think?”
 
   “They must be up to something . ”
 
   And it was the same for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘They are completely different members from my memory . ’
 
   The players who were participating in the Golden Lion Dungeon this time were completely different from Kim Woo-jin’s memory . 
 
   ‘The top 5 guilds participated, but not to this extent . ’
 
   Compared to how many there were this time, the number from that time appeared quite pitiful . 
 
   It was not an exaggeration . 
 
   Even if they didn’t belong to the top 5 guilds, most of the foreign members taking part in the dungeon were ones who had received the support of the government . 
 
   Even if these people had murdered people, the government had stepped in to make it possible for them to enter . 
 
   ‘It’s obviously because of me . ’
 
   There was no reason for him to look around for the reason it was clearly his presence that had completely changed the history that he remembered . 
 
   ‘Which means they definitely have something planned for me…’
 
   There was a reason for everything, and the reason for this change was likely to be Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin heightened his focus to the peak . 
 
   “Are they trying to kill us? Huh? They have the mind to remove the growing buds before they bloom?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah posed a few questions to him . 
 
   “Something like that . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s answer brought another few questions to Lee Jin-ah’s mind . 
 
   What if they really want to kill them?
 
   If so, can Kim Woo-jin really survive against them?
 
   It was an important concern . 
 
   If Kim Woo-jin didn’t think he could do it, he probably would have avoided the dungeon at all costs . 
 
   “Hmm . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Soon after, a thought came to Kim Woo-jin’s mind . 
 
   ‘If they intend to kill me, I hope they bring a good item . Chances like this don’t come to players easily . ’
 
   It was then . 
 
   “We’re here . ”
 
   The vehicle had arrived at their destination . 
 
   “There’s an hour until it’s time to start the attack . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah and Kim Woo-jin both responded after that . 
 
   “(До свидания-Da svidaniya) Good bye . ” 
 
   “До свидания . ”
 
   With those two words, they opened the car door and walked out . 
 
   “It’s Isaac!”
 
   “It’s Isaac Ivanov!”
 
   At that moment cheers began erupting around Yeouido Park . 
 
   It was a sign that the dungeon attack was just around the corner . 
 
   …
 
   Even though it was October, Yeouido Park was filled with people as though it was the time when the cherry blossom trees were in full bloom . 
 
   “Wow! It’s filled with famous players that I’ve only seen on my smartphone!”
 
   “Look over there! The cars the players have in the parking lot are no joke!”
 
   “That time in Busan can’t compare to this . Those aren’t mass produced cars, they were specially made by the car manufacturers!”
 
   “Now that I think about it, wasn’t there a story that there was even a light car in the player parking lot when they attacked the A+ dungeon in Busan?”
 
   “Hey, that’s ridiculous . Which player who could attack an A+ rank Dungeon would drive a light car? That’s probably just a rumor . ”
 
   “No, I’m sure there was a post on the internet showing it parked among all the other expensive cars . ”
 
   “It must be fake . Even if you didn’t have a choice, no one would make a fool of themselves like that . ”
 
   It wasn’t just a few people, there was a larger crowd who were there to catch a glimpse of the famous players . 
 
   Of course, there was a player that they anticipated more than the others . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Hey, isn’t that the Russian Embassy’s car over there?”
 
   “Really?”
 
   “Huh? Huh!”
 
   “It’s Isaac!”
 
   “It’s Isaac Ivanov!”
 
   Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Yeouido Park which was filled with people began cheering the same way they cheered for the recognized heroes and players of the Messiah Guild .  
 
   The cheering was intense . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov! I sent you Choco Pies!”
 
   “I sent too!”
 
   “Me too!”
 
   There were many different cheers that sounded loudly in Yeouido Park, they even managed to pierce through the tent near the dungeon gate that had been built for the players . 
 
   “I think Isaac arrived . ”
 
   Thanks to that three players, two men and a woman, who were facing another man, learned of his arrival . 
 
   “Then let’s wrap up this discussion . It would be troublesome if it was heard by someone else . So Isaac Ivanov has the item called Van Gogh’s bracelet, right?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “So you suddenly came to us before the dungeon attack starts and told us information that has not even been released to the public to get us to kill him and take the bracelet?”
 
   The Asian man who asked this question revealed creepy fangs in his mouth . 
 
   “I just gave you some information that might be helpful . ”
 
   The gentle looking man in front of them just gave a smile before he continued speaking . 
 
   “But it’s not rare for a rookie player entering a 3 Floor Dungeon for the first time to not be able to handle it . ”
 
   The man got up from his seat, finishing his remark . 
 
   “Well then I wish you success in clearing the dungeon . ”
 
   After he left, the other three players also got up from their seats and headed in different directions .  
 
   But the eyes of the three were the same . 
 
   ‘I can at least get a legendary item . ’
 
   They were the eyes of a treasure hunter who had just received a treasure map . 
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   250 players, gathered from all over the world, were greeted by the sight of a desert-like sand field that had trees growing above it, as soon as they entered the dungeon . 
 
   “A forest on a desert…”
 
   It was an environment that was naturally impossible to see in reality . 
 
   However none of the players there were very surprised by this unrealistic sight before them . 
 
   “This will be a pain in the ass . ”
 
   Because no matter what the environment was, this was still a dungeon . 
 
   “It won’t be easy to fight . ”
 
   “Right, and it would be even more troublesome if there are monsters who live in the trees . ”
 
   Instead, the players began looking around the environment, not to admire the scenery, but to figure out a way for them to fight in such an environment . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   The moment the last person entered the dungeon gate, the expected notification sounded in their ears . 
 
   [Hunt the Red Eyed Orangutan to advance to the next level . ]
 
   Everyone made a face as they heard the conditions to clear the first floor from the notification . 
 
   “An Orangutan? That’s a headache . ”
 
   “Hunt a monkey in this place, isn’t that the worst scenario?”
 
   “We’re going to have a hard time . ”
 
   Everyone expressed their thoughts as they saw the notification . 
 
   Only one player, the last one to enter, didn’t react to the notification . 
 
   It wasn’t because he couldn’t understand the situation, but because he had noticed something . 
 
   ‘As expected . ’
 
   If one thought that this situation was enough to frustrate him, then it would be an insult to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘There are some people aiming for me . ’
 
   The moment he had entered the dungeon, Kim Woo-jin had noticed that there were a few gazes on him that were similar to hunters looking at their prey, this was why he paid no attention to the notification . 
 
   ‘According to my memories, the first floor wasn’t really difficult . ’
 
   Also the fact that he already had a certain level of information about the dungeon meant that he really didn’t need to pay much attention to the notifications . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Without knowing his thoughts, Lee Jin-ah walked up to Kim Woo-jin and spoke carefully in Russian .  
 
   “What’s the plan?”
 
   As he said those words, Lee Jin-ah’s voice was filled with the lust for battle . 
 
   He had felt the gazes too . 
 
   There were some people here who saw them as prey instead of players . 
 
   ‘It seems the training was well worth it . ’
 
   It was thanks to the training that Kim Woo-jin had given him that made Lee Jin-ah slightly upset at being treated like prey .  
 
   Of course, if Lee Jin-ah had heard Kim Woo-jin’s thought then he would have probably disagreed strongly . 
 
   ‘I don’t know who they are but…’
 
   Regardless, Kim Woo-jin had to make a decision . 
 
   He had to decide what he would do about those who were aiming at him like prey . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t worry about it for long . 
 
   ‘I’ll make them pay for treating me like prey . ’
 
   …
 
   The best thing that the players could do in a dungeon was to unite together . 
 
   There was no dungeon that couldn’t be cleared if the players were given their roles and commands like a bee . 
 
   However the players were unable to do that . 
 
   After all, humans were not capable of committing to fulfilling the duties of their roles like bees . 
 
   Under these circumstances, there was only one path they could take . 
 
   “It’s only the first floor, so let’s not make it too hard . ”
 
   “Let’s just do our best . ”
 
   They didn’t need to create a command center and structure, they would all just use their own ability and tricks to clear the first floor . 
 
   “If there is a rescue signal, let’s all try to help each other . ”
 
   It was much better for them to agree to help each other in emergency situations rather than cling together clumsily . 
 
   At least the players who were experienced with 3 Floor dungeons knew that . Therefore the 250 people soon broke into their own smaller parties . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin moved with Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   As they were moving away, Lee Jin-ah made a proposal to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “I think there are some guys aiming for us . How about we strike first before they come?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   He wanted them to figure out those who were targeting them and then getting rid of them before they made a move . 
 
   This was Lee Jin-ah’s style . 
 
   “That’s your style isn’t it?”
 
   And it was a style that suited Kim Woo-jin more than anyone else . Wasn’t Kim Woo-jin the one who achieved his goals by eliminating all variables with overwhelming forces?
 
   Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but laugh at Lee Jin-ah’s words . 
 
   ‘I guess I’ve been acting too hard . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s style had never been as violent and overwhelming as Lee Jin-ah thought it was . 
 
   If it had been, then Kim Woo-jin’s nickname probably wouldn’t have been ‘Hunting Dog’ . 
 
   He was called a ‘Hunting Dog’ because his ability to hunt a prey was far greater than anyone else . 
 
   “I’ll show you what my style is really like . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin wanted to show Lee Jin-ah his true ability .  
 
   The Hunting Dog started tracking . 
 
   …
 
   Dungeons could only be cleared by completing quests, and there were three main types of quests . 
 
   Quests to survive a certain amount of time, quests to hunt down and kill a certain number and/or type of monster(s), and quests which required the tracking and killing of a single specific monster . 
 
   In carrying out these three types of quests, there was one factor that was commonly required was to have wide knowledge of monsters . 
 
   Whether it was hunting or surviving, if you knew what kind of monster you were dealing with, wouldn’t it be easier to handle?
 
   Guilds around the world spent a lot of money to buy information on monsters and then they would spend even more to hire professionals to use the information to show their players the information in the most realistic way, for example CG .  
 
   Knowledge was after all, the best weapon and the guild that accumulated the most knowledge was the best guild . 
 
   This was why the Messiah Guild was the best . 
 
   The Messiah Guild was able to accumulate information by even attacking dungeons that had been abandoned by other guilds, based on that information, they were able to raise the best players . 
 
   Eventually, using the great amount of accumulation that they had, they were able to create a monster named Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   In other words, in Kim Woo-jin’s head was the accumulated information on monsters that the Messiah Guild had gathered for many years . 
 
   ‘Red Eyed Orangutan . ’
 
   It was no exaggeration to say that at this point there wasn’t a monster that Kim Woo-jin didn’t know about . 
 
   ‘It must have eaten its own kind . ’
 
   The same was true for the Red Eyed Orangutan . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin used the knowledge in his head to figure out the characteristics of the monster . 
 
   ‘Orangutans live in groups of ten or more . It’s strong enough to eat its own kind but it will still hide in the shadows and it’ll be much more dangerous than normal . When it encounters the players for the first time it’ll probably move from its territory . So the most important thing would be to map out the area . ’
 
   As soon as he finished his characterization, he began making his move . 
 
   “Book of the Dead . ”
 
   After Kim Woo-jin brought out the book of the dead, he took out the slab that was the first page and broke it . 
 
   Pat!
 
   The crushed slab slowly turned into a small goblin skeleton . 
 
   It was a Goblin Skeleton Soldier which reminded one of an assassin as it was dressed in a tight fighting outfit that was a similar color to the sandy floor . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin inspected the skeleton for a moment before he put the Grim Reaper’s Mask on his face . 
 
   [You have connected to the skeleton . ]
 
   Then after he connected to the skeleton, he began to see the world through the Skeleton Soldier’s eyes . 
 
   At the same time, the Skeleton Soldier began moving away silently . 
 
   …
 
   Chun Dao-ming . 
 
   China was the country that had the most players in the world and among the players who were under level 100, his fame could be counted in the top 10 easily . Which was a noteworthy achievement . 
 
   There were two reasons why he was so famous . 
 
   One was that he was not a member of any guild .  
 
   The other was that even though he wasn’t in a guild he was still hard working and crazy enough to do whatever he wanted . 
 
   In fact, even within all the players in china it was almost impossible to find any players who would behave in such a way without first being a member of an influential guild . 
 
   Therefore he was given the nickname ‘Crazy Dog . ’
 
   “Does he really have something like that brother?”
 
   And now he had found a target . 
 
   “Yeah it seems like it’s the Kunlun Guild’s Van Gogh Bracelet and it’s an item he picked up in the last dungeon . ”
 
   “By last dungeon, you mean the one in Taiwan?”
 
   “Yeah, the Gates of Hell . ”
 
   “He’s a pretty amazing guy . ”
 
   The target was Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “He’s not that big of a deal, you’re just grateful . Aren’t you glad that he brought a treasure to us from where we couldn’t get it? Isn’t that all it is?”
 
   The reason he was the target was simple . 
 
   “But this could be a trap right? It couldn’t be that they just came and told us what items he has out of goodwill . ”
 
   A week ago, someone had requested to talk to Chun Dao-ming . 
 
   On a normal occasion he would have ignored it, but even Chun Dao-ming didn’t dare to ignore a call from the Chinese Ministry of Public Security . 
 
   In that meeting he had learned that Isaac Ivanov had a valuable treasure known as Van Gogh’s Bracelet .  
 
   “Right, they want us to kill him and take it . ”
 
   Of course, no matter how you looked at it, it was obvious that they were trying to get rid of Isaac Ivanov using Chun Dao-ming’s hands . 
 
   “You think I don’t know that? Huh?”
 
   Chun Dao-ming knew this as well . 
 
   Nevertheless, he did not care . 
 
   “Isn’t the important thing whether it’s worth it or not to kill him and take it? And as far as I can see, Van Gogh’s Bracelet is the perfect thing to kill him and take . You can use more than 4 ring effects . ”
 
   Instead he welcomed this situation . 
 
   “With four top tier rings . No one, not even the Messiah Guild would be able to touch me in a dungeon . ”
 
   In his eyes, it was the perfect opportunity for him to become the best . 
 
   “So when will we make our move? It’s not just you is it? Wouldn’t it be better to handle it before those other guys make their move?”
 
   “I haven’t even checked to confirm whether he’s wearing the bracelet yet, what’s the use in making a move? I’ll make my move after I’ve confirmed that he has the bracelet on him . ”
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   Therefore he was more careful . 
 
   “It’ll take at least four days to hunt down the monkey anyway . Let’s take the time to figure out the situation . ”
 
   He was prepared for a slow hunt . 
 
   “Slowly, with composure . It’s not like the dungeon will suddenly get cleared or something like that . ” (TL: totally jinxed it…)
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   The moment his men nodded their heads in agreement . 
 
   [The Red Eyed Orangutan has been hunted . ]
 
   [Proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “What the hell?”
 
   Eight hours after entering the dungeon, the notification that the first floor had been cleared was heard by all the participants .  
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   [Hunted the Red Eyed Orangutan]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld is impressed by your actions . ]
 
   Lee Jin-ah looked at Kim Woo-jin who was looking down at the Red Eyed Orangutan which had a spear sticking from its heart, like he was looking at a monster . 
 
   ‘Oh my God . ’
 
   The moment he entered the dungeon, Kim Woo-jin summoned a Skeleton Soldier and began gathering information about the environment . 
 
   After five hours, he was able to draw a map on the ground using a branch after which he began moving and three hours later, this was the scene that he witnessed . 
 
   ‘Is this even possible in 8 hours?’
 
   It was beyond common sense . 
 
   However to Kim Woo-jin, this was nothing special . 
 
   ‘There’s no reason to drag on a tracking quest . ’
 
   In fact, this strategy was standard for him . 
 
   Blitzkrieg, whenever the Messiah Guild took part in a dungeon with other guilds, the best way to avoid the threat of getting attacked was to quickly clear the dungeon before the other party could act . 
 
   Being able to clear dungeons faster than anyone else was one of the trademarks of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   [Proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   It was just shocking for players who didn’t know the truth . 
 
   “What happened suddenly while I was eating?”
 
   “It happened during a battle! Ahh!”
 
   So one after another, the players were forced to move to the second floor, regardless of whether they were eating or fighting . 
 
   Soon 241 players had made it to the second floor . 
 
   Once there, they received another notification . 
 
   [Hunt 30,000 monsters to advance to the next floor . ]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   30,000!
 
   The faces of all the players who had advanced became frozen solid . 
 
   “What? 30,000?”
 
   “Is there a mistake?”
 
   “It isn’t 30,000 on the first floor, but the second…Isn’t this too insane?”
 
   There was no one there who didn’t know how long it would take for them to hunt 30,000 monsters .  
 
   This was the same even for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘30,000 isn’t small . ’
 
   He also knew how hard of a task it was to hunt 30,000 monsters . 
 
   Of course this fact didn’t make him lose focus . 
 
   At this moment, Kim Woo-jin’s head was filled with one thing . 
 
   ‘Since it’s 30,000 then those who are targeting me will also focus on hunting since it will take a while, I have to finish before then . ’
 
   It would take a long time to hunt 30,000 monsters, but even then he didn’t have time to waste . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin immediately put his thoughts into action . 
 
   Krrrr!
 
   Just in time, a group of Red-skin Orcs appeared, growling menacingly at Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   Ten Skeleton Soldiers that had already been summoned, made their appearance to face off against the Red-skin Orcs which were much stronger than the common Orcs and showcased their will to fight . 
 
   The situation was explosive .  
 
   And in such a situation, Kim Woo-jin lit the fuse . 
 
   “Berserker . ”
 
   In that moment, he had activated the skill that he had gained after achieving level 60, Berserker . 
 
   …
 
   No matter who saw it, they would consider Kim Woo-jin’s fighting style to be incredibly reckless . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Even a huge battle which anyone would think is ridiculous, Kim Woo-jin would throw himself into it without hesitation . 
 
   It was as if he couldn’t wait to die . 
 
   However the basis for all his actions were a strong conviction in his victory, or a solid plan for escape . 
 
   This was the type of player that Kim Woo-jin was . 
 
   A player who could rationally calculate even his own life . 
 
   So what would happen if he lost all his reason and descended into madness?
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers whose capabilities were based off of Kim Woo-jin, were showing the answers to that question . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   Ten Skeleton soldiers who were created from the skeletons of giant Orangutans rushed toward the Red-Skin Orcs while flashing with yellow light . 
 
   Kuah!
 
   The eleven orcs roared loudly and charged forward . 
 
   Soon the two groups collided . 
 
   Literally . 
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers who would usually aim for gaps in the offensive of the Red-skin Orcs, instead clashed directly with them . 
 
   Crack!
 
   In the process, parts of their bones were broken, but the skeletons didn’t seem to care . 
 
   Puk!
 
   While in the arms of the orcs, they dug their blades which were made of bone, between the ribs of the orcs where the muscles and skin was the thinnest, stabbing into the heart directly . 
 
   In that moment they had given up their bones and taken the heart . 
 
   [Afflicted by Blood Poison . ]
 
   It was also the moment when the blood poison that had been stabbed into the strong hearts were pumped to the rest of the Orcs’ bodies . 
 
   Puhup!
 
   Each of the orcs vomited blood . The battle was over . 
 
   Even if the Red-skin Orcs were known for their toughness, there was nothing they could do after their hearts were stabbed and poison spread to every part of their bodies . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Psshk!
 
   Even if they endured, all they could do was fall to the floor, tremble and wait for death . 
 
   “Whoa…”
 
   As he watched this sight, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but exclaim while putting his hand over his ribs on the left . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah had fought against the skeletons in the last dungeon to the point where he’d almost died . 
 
   Therefore Lee Jin-ah knew better than anyone . 
 
   ‘How can anyone stop that?’
 
   It wasn’t easy to stop the attacks from the Skeleton Soldiers in the first place . 
 
   ‘And what kind of berserker is that? If you’re crazy then you should fight blindly, how does it make sense that they still aimed for weaknesses like that?’
 
   Moreover the thing that really made Lee Jin-ah’s spine cold was that they still managed to aim for a place to land a fatal blow despite being berserk . 
 
   This was only possible because Kim Woo-jin’s skeletons instinctively grasped and aimed for the weaknesses of all monsters . 
 
   ‘They directly gave up their bones to target the heart . ’
 
   It was also scary that the skeletons would not die even after their bones were broken . 
 
   The damage that would have been fatal to a player was more or less just physical damage for the skeletons . 
 
   Actually, among the skeletons, those that weren’t severely damaged even began to recover to their previous state . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   At that moment, Lee Jin-ah pushed some saliva past down his dry throat . 
 
   At the same time, Kim Woo-jin’s image came to his mind . 
 
   ‘If he had fought according to his usual style…’
 
   He compared the way the skeletons usually fought and the way they had just fought with the Orcs . 
 
   Lee Jin0ah couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   “How about that new skill’s effects?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered after thinking for a moment . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “It’s not bad . ”
 
   “Not bad? I think it’s awesome . ”
 
   In response to Lee Jin-ah’s words, Kim Woo-jin began to gather the bodies of the Red-skin Orcs nearby . 
 
   “I’ll make a proper judgement after confirming everything . ”
 
   “Confirmation?”
 
   “Summon Skeleton Knight . ”
 
   At Kim Woo-jin’s words, the flesh and skin of the five bodies that he’d gathered began melting off, leaving only the bones . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   Immediately afterward, the bones began to reassemble into a new form .  
 
   Unlike the Skeleton Soldiers, a bright red flame began to burn in the skull of the Skeleton Knight which had dense ribs that resembled armor and a frame that was twice as large as the other skeletons . 
 
   [Summoned a Skeleton Knight . ]
 
   Kyaah!
 
   The summoned Skeleton Knight also made a bizarre sound unlike the other skeletons . 
 
   “Berserker . ”
 
   At the moment, Kim Woo-jin spoke again . 
 
   The red flame in the Skeleton Knights blazing skull suddenly began to turn yellow . 
 
   [The power of the Berserker has entered the Spirit of the Skeleton Knight . ]
 
   [All Skeleton Knight stats increased by 20%]
 
   Kuah!
 
   At the same time, the cries of Red-skin Orcs who smelled the blood of their comrades, came from the distance . 
 
   The sound reminded Kim Woo-jin of a memory . 
 
   ‘Come to think of it, I’d lost my reason and had a crazy fight . ’
 
   He remembered a time when he had fought as crazily as the Skeleton Soldiers just a moment ago . 
 
   ‘It was when I was dealing with Johann Georg . ’
 
   It was a memory of him fighting against the King of Undead . 
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   (TL: Just a quick note at the start, the name for this chapter(which was broken up) has been changed to ‘Hazing’ because I found this to be more appropriate after considering some things that will be said in this chapter . The word is the same, it was only my interpretation of it that was different from the author’s)
 
   What was the most important when hunting 30,000 monsters?
 
   There were many important things . 
 
   Physical fitness was important, mental strength was important and proper rest as well as sufficient food supplies were also important .  
 
   But if they were asked what the most important thing was, all players would respond in the same way . 
 
   “You must never get surrounded by monsters . ”
 
   And that was not being surrounded by monsters . 
 
   In truth, there were not many cases of the players being surrounded by monsters in ordinary dungeons .  
 
   If you were to take the players personal abilities into account, then it was still possible for them to break through the perimeter if they were surrounded . 
 
   “Keep in mind . There are at least 30,000 monsters here . ”
 
   However when the number reached as much as 30,000 it can no longer be considered ordinary and as such the way of thinking also had to be changed .  
 
   The moment you separated from other parties then it was possible that you would be practically surrounded by monsters . 
 
   “So it’s important to stay with the other parties . ”
 
   So the most important thing when hunting 30,000 monsters, was to maintain a certain distance to the other parties . 
 
   “Even if it’s slow . It’s best to move with the other parties . If you go ahead on your own…it’s over . ”
 
   There was no player among those who entered the second floor of the Golden Lion dungeon who didn’t know that . 
 
   Naturally, as soon as they entered the dungeon, they had come together and made an agreement to do the aforementioned, so that there would be no hesitation .  
 
   Of course, not everyone followed the agreement . 
 
   The clearing of the first floor of the dungeon was so sudden, that the players were scattered all over the place, in some cases even their life and death was an uncertainty .  
 
   “I don’t see Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov was one of them . 
 
   “The West group said that they don’t see Isaac Ivanov, how about you?”
 
   “It’s the same for the East group . ”
 
   “If there are no words coming from the North group then he’s probably not there either . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov could not be found anywhere . 
 
   “If he was here, he’d definitely stand out…”
 
   Moreover, because his style of combat was extremely noticeable, people’s interest in him was naturally higher . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Was he left on the first floor?”
 
   “Ay, that’s not possible . It’s Isaac . ”
 
   “Isaac Ivanov even cleared dungeons that no one was able to . He couldn’t possibly die on the first floor . ”
 
   Of course, no one thought he was dead . 
 
   “He might be isolated somewhere . ”
 
   “The first floor clear was so sudden, so it’s definitely possible . ”
 
   They simply thought that he was so far away that he couldn’t join the group of players . 
 
   “In that case, he’ll have a hard time . ”
 
   “Then this is a proper hazing . ”
 
   “3 Floor dungeons are very different from 2 Floor dungeons . This will be a good lesson for him . If he can survive at least . ”
 
   So everyone believed that Isaac Ivanov would have quite the spicy hazing as his initiation into attacking 3 Floor dungeons . 
 
   Their thoughts were not completely wrong . 
 
   As they thought, Isaac Ivanov’s party was quite the distance away . 
 
   The distance was that instead of going toward the group, they were instead moving farther away to where the monsters were most active . 
 
   Kuuk!
 
   Kuack!
 
   And they were advancing at an incredible pace . 
 
   It was astonishing . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah moved deeper into the monster infested area, slaughtering the monsters at a pace that seemed to exceed common sense . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   What made this possible were the Skeleton Soldiers and Skeleton Knight which were buffed by Berserker energy . 
 
   The soldiers and the knight were killing all the monsters with one hit while disregarding any damage they received to their bodies . 
 
   Kyaah!
 
   Among them, the skills showcased by the Skeleton Knight were the most eye catching . 
 
   The Skeleton Knight, which had higher defense and stats than the other skeletons, was not easily damaged .  
 
   This was because the Skeleton Knight had better combat abilities when compared to the other skeletons .  
 
   If regular Skeleton Soldiers had about 30% of Kim Woo-jin’s fighting sense, then the Skeleton Knight had 50% or more . 
 
   Considering Kim Woo-jin’s abilities, such a difference was actually quite noticeable . 
 
   Unlike Kim Woo-jin, the Skeleton Knight was not afraid of death so it easily threw itself into battle .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It would be strange if the hunting speed was slow . 
 
   Their blitz-like hunting soon accumulated a large number of kills . 
 
   [The effect of Ruler of the Battlefield has been stacked to the maximum . ]
 
   And as the number of corpses piled up, the skeletons began to exert more and more frightening power . 
 
   ‘This must be how Johann Georg felt . ’
 
   It was the moment when the King of Undead, the unstoppable monster, was recreated through Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘It’s not enough . ’
 
   But of course Kim Woo-jin wasn’t satisfied with just this much . 
 
   In the end, even the King of Undead couldn’t kill Lee Se-jun, so it was impossible for him to be satisfied with just a similarity . 
 
   That’s why Kim Woo-jin swung his whip . (TL: oooh kinky)
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “We’re going deeper . ”
 
   “Deeper? How?” (TL:…after my joke…this conversation became more…)
 
   Instead of answering the surprised Lee Jin-ah, Kim Woo-jin instead brought out the Book of the Dead and summoned one of the sealed skeletons .  
 
   The Sawtooth Wolf Boss’ skeleton soon appeared . 
 
   When he saw the skeleton wolf appear, Lee Jin-ah spoke with a tired expression . 
 
   “No, do you really need to go deeper? I think we can just hunt here, don’t you?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin replied in an even tone . 
 
   “You have to pay for all the choco pies that were gifted to me . ”
 
   “H-, how?”
 
   When Kim Woo-jin said that, Lee Jin-ah’s expression became one of fear instead . 
 
   “As soon as we entered Yeouido Park I heard hundreds of screams about choco pies, it would be strange if I didn’t realise it . ”
 
   “Th-, that! It was Oh Se-chan who took it! I didn’t want to eat it, but he threatened to kill me if I didn’t, so I had to hold my tears back and…you know me don’t you? I don’t really like sweets…ay, fuck . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah who was making excuses soon shut up . 
 
   “That was ridiculous . ”
 
   Even Lee Jin-ah knew that that excuse was ridiculous .  
 
   “Fine, I’ll fight . I’ll fight beside that Skeleton Knight, it’s such a monster . ”
 
   After saying his excuses, Lee Jin-ah climbed onto the back of the skeleton wolf and shouted loudly . 
 
   “Let’s goooo!”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   At his cry, the skeleton wolf began sprinting toward the battlefield . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin heard a notification in his ear telling him that his level had risen . 
 
   However Kim Woo-jin ignored the notification . He intended to follow Lee Jin-ah onto the battlefield . 
 
   Therefore Kim Woo-jin did not show any change of expression when he received the good news of a level up . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld is happy with your performance . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld has bestowed more power unto you to encourage you to keep performing . ]
 
   [The rank of the Skeleton Knight skill has increased by one . ]
 
   [The rank of the Ruler of the Battlefield has increased by one . ]
 
   [The rank of the Skeleton Warrior Mastery skill has increased by one . ] (TL: here the author only put ‘skeleton mastery-스켈레톤 마스터리’ instead of ‘skeleton warrior master-스켈레톤 워리어 마스터리’ so I think they just omitted the warrior part since there is no ‘skeleton mastery’ skill in the whole novel . I’ll put the status for skeleton warrior mastery below . )
 
   However Kim Woo-jin’s face was forced to change when he received the notifications that came after it . 
 
   With a light smile, he turned to look behind him . 
 
   ‘I should prepare to meet the guests . ’
 
   …
 
   Pak!
 
   Like firewood, the heads of all the monsters that were facing a player who wielded an axe, were split in two . 
 
   There was no sign of struggle at all . 
 
   Pak!
 
   “Hng”
 
   The Crazy Dog, Chun Dao-ming showed the monsters exactly why he was famous . 
 
   The eight men who entered the dungeon with him also showed their competence as they swiftly handled the monsters . 
 
   Everyone played their part as they created a stage for Chun Dao-ming to go crazy without restraints . 
 
   This was the reason . 
 
   “It feels like someone is pulling the strings . ”
 
   Chun Dao-ming had time to form other thoughts in his head . ”
 
   “Pulling the strings?”
 
   “No matter how I think about it, the first floor was cleared too quickly . ”
 
   “Weren’t they just lucky?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “It couldn’t be . Even if you were lucky enough to find the Red Eyed Orangutan, you would observe it for a while first before attacking it . That’s what I would do . Wouldn’t you?”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Unlike the others who were focused on their fights, Chun Dao-ming had the time to think, and during that time he became convinced . 
 
   “Someone deliberately killed the Red Eyed Orangutan to make the situation more urgent . ”
 
   “But why…”
 
   “Maybe it’s because they don’t want to lose their prey . ”
 
   As he said those words, Chun Dao-ming sat on the broken corpse of a monster and used his axe to tap on it . 
 
   Pak! Pak!
 
   It was something he did when he was troubled . 
 
   In his head, he remembered the conversation he’d had with that person before they entered the dungeon . 
 
   There, Chun Dao-ming and two others were given information about Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘There’s at least three competitors . ’
 
   For this reason, Chun Dao-ming believed that there were at least three people who were targeting Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   His calculations weren’t wrong . 
 
   There was always a fisherman at the other end of the bait and it was very likely that the person who gave them the information was the fisherman . 
 
   Chun Dao-ming had the ability to figure out at least that much . 
 
   ‘No, competitors are fine . If they don’t pay attention, their heads might get smashed . Isaac, let’s see if I can hunt you or not . ’
 
   Of course there were differences .  
 
   “Hey, who do you think would win in a fight between Isaac Ivanov and me?”
 
   “Of course it would be you, boss . This is his first time in a 3 FLoor . It would be strange if he could compare to the boss . ”
 
   “Right, then let’s catch him first instead of worrying . ”
 
   Usually, people with such a mindset would proceed without hesitation compared to those who would carefully consider . 
 
   “We’ll hunt him down and get the item and if those other bastards show up then we’ll kill them as well . ”
 
   There was no sign of doubt in Chun Dao-ming’s voice as he said those words . But it was not arrogance . 
 
   ‘If I can’t, I’ll just take out the Dragon Sword . ’
 
   It was self-confidence that was based on hard evidence . 
 
   “Well, let’s go help with the hazing ceremony . We’ll show them just how terrifying 3 Floor Dungeons can be . Unlike the first floor, this floor can’t be cleared suddenly . ”
 
   Chun Dao-ming’s lips stretched into a smile . 
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   Translator: Seven
 
   Editor: Ana_Banana
 
   In dungeons, players attacked other players much more often than normal people would think . 
 
   The public would of course call such players crazy, psychopathic murderers .  
 
   However, among the players who attacked other players, very few of them actually had any psychopathic tendencies or truly enjoyed killing . 
 
   Rather, many players did so with reasonable judgment . 
 
   And the reason was simple . 
 
   “What do you think would happen if there was an opponent in front of you who had an item that was very valuable in a world where there were no legal punishments and where the evidence disappeared the moment it was cleared? What if your value and survival rate in the future would dramatically increase if you obtained that item?”
 
   It was worth it . 
 
   ‘Found you . ’
 
   Chun Dao-mind was a player who knew this fact better than anyone else, especially because he himself had done it many times before . 
 
   ‘Van Gogh’s Bracelet . ’
 
   Telling him about Van Gogh’s Bracelet and telling him that it was in Isaac Ivanov’s hands were like telling a tiger who hadn’t eaten for a month that there was a huge piece of meat down the mountain . 
 
   His heart burned with the desire to hunt . 
 
   “Fuck, why is he so deep?”
 
   Moreover the path that Isaac Ivanov too was not an ordinary one . 
 
   If the other players were in America, then Isaac Ivanov was so far from the group that he was basically in Guam . (TL: this killed me ㅋㅋㅋ)
 
   It was not a short distance to move and along the way Chun Dao-ming and his men had to continually fight off monsters . 
 
   Even while doing that, Chun Dao-ming also had to struggle to stay as quiet as possible as they approached . 
 
   ‘It took two days to get here . ’
 
   Therefore it took two hours to reach the spot that he had even though it would only take twenty minutes to an hour if he were to run . 
 
   One’s patience would run out when the target was within one’s reach . 
 
   However Chun Dao-ming didn’t rush forward to ruin all of his hard work because he was impatient . 
 
   “What’s the situation?”
 
   At Chun Dao-ming’s words, a subordinate beside him held his hand to his left eye like a telescope, closed his right eye, and looked through it .  
 
   “100 Li Eye”
 
   He then immediately activated The Silent Hunter’s skill, 100 Li Eye . 
 
   Then Isaac Ivanov’s group, which was in the distance, became clearer to him . 
 
   “They seem to be resting . ”
 
   “How many are around him?”
 
   “There are seven skeletons and one teammate . ”
 
   “What about the bracelet?”
 
   “Sorry . I can’t see it well . He’s wearing gloves . ”
 
   Chun Dao-ming, who had confirmed Isaac Ivanov’s situation with the help of the skill, closed his eyes . 
 
   After about 10 minutes, there was some movement from Isaac Ivanov’s side, and Chun Dao-ming who noticed this, asked his subordinate again . 
 
   “What’s the situation?”
 
   The subordinate grasped the situation the same way he had a few minutes before . 
 
   “It seems that they are preparing for battle . Ah!”
 
   Then the man exclaimed . 
 
   “It’s a bracelet . It looks like a bracelet . ”
 
   Chun Dao-ming gave a bright smile at those words . 
 
   “When he enters battle is when we’ll strike . ”
 
   …
 
   When was the best time to attack another player?
 
   Needless to say, it was when they were in a fight .  
 
   There was no better opportunity that one could find since the player would be focused and filled with bloodlust as a result of the battle . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   Awoo! 
 
   That’s why Chun Dao-ming’s men waited until the skeletons and the Red Wolves started fighting before making their move . 
 
   Chun Dao-ming’s men moved as stealthily as they could . Rather than arriving quickly, they were aiming for the moment when the fight was as congested and confusing as possible . 
 
   It was a wise choice . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘We only need to kill one of them anyway . ’
 
   ‘If Isaac Ivanov dies then the skeletons will go away . ’
 
   It would’ve been hard to accomplish their task if they had to struggle against the Necromancer, Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   What was it if not wise to covertly deal with such a target rather than head on?
 
   And of course, Chun Dao-ming could be considered as someone who was wise . 
 
   That was why he was moving in a slightly different way to his subordinates . 
 
   ‘When my men draw his attention, my axe will smash his head . ’
 
   He intended to use his men as bait so that he could launch the true lethal attack . 
 
   It was also a good strategy that was used by predatory beasts . 
 
   ‘I’m waiting for the chance to come . ’
 
   Furthermore Chun Dao-ming showcased his last bit of patience to achieve a more certain hunt . 
 
   So time passed . 
 
   It felt like the seconds lasted eternities as they slowly passed, Chun Dao-ming and his men slowly became more focused as they watched the fight between Isaac Ivanov’s skeletons and the Red Wolves . 
 
   Pak!
 
   At that moment, Isaac Ivanov clapped his hands . 
 
   ‘What is he doing?’
 
   The next moment they were all shocked by a huge sound . 
 
   Puong! 
 
   What followed the applause was a terrifying explosion .  
 
   It was the Corpse Explosion . 
 
   Keheung!
 
   “Ugh!”
 
   In front of such a sudden and unexpected situation, the monsters that were fighting and even Chun Dao-ming’s subordinates who had been hiding, couldn’t help but let out sounds of surprise . 
 
   Only Chun Dao-ming remained silent and he was able to keep his focus on the battlefield . 
 
   ‘Damn it!’
 
   Thanks to that, he was able to see Isaac Ivanov and his skeletons heading for his subordinates . 
 
   ‘He noticed!’
 
   Someone he had noticed them and moved to counterattack, when he thought about this, Chun Dao-ming adjusted his position slightly . 
 
   His plan of action wasn’t much different from before .  
 
   ‘While he’s attacking my men, I’ll get him!’
 
   He was using his men as bait to catch the fish!
 
   The moment Isaac Ivanov began fighting his subordinates and put his focus on defeating them . 
 
   ‘Fight . ’
 
   He was waiting for him to enter a bloody battle .  
 
   Soon, Isaac Ivanov’s group and Chun Dao-ming’s men were a short distance from each other . 
 
   Then, just like that, Isaac Ivanov’s group ignored Chun Dao-ming’s men and left the battlefield . 
 
   “Uh?”
 
   At such an unexpected situation, even Chun Dao-ming let out a sound of surprise . 
 
   However his surprise didn’t last for very long . 
 
   Awoo!
 
   Awoo!
 
   The Red Wolves had started attacking again . 
 
   ‘Ah!’
 
   Instead now they were against Chun Dao-ming and his subordinates . 
 
   …
 
   Watch out for other players in a dungeon, Kim Woo-jin used to live by these words from the Messiah Guild . 
 
   At the same time they were words that Kim Woo-jin himself took as his own . 
 
   After all, he had faced more players in dungeons than anyone else . 
 
   ‘I knew someone was coming . ’
 
   So it was only natural that he would have plans in place for if someone truly came to attack . 
 
   Chun Dao-ming’s approach had been noticed from the start . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Crazy Dog…’
 
   In all honesty, it wasn’t a very threatening opponent . 
 
   If he wanted to deal with him, he could at any time, but Kim Woo-jin didn’t do so . 
 
   ‘I often used this as bait . ’
 
   This was because there was still a high chance that a third party was using Chun Dao-ming as bait to gain information on his abilities or weaknesses . 
 
   In such a situation, why would he deliberately fight Chun Dao-ming?
 
   It couldn’t have happened unless Kim Woo-jin had applied the Berserker skill to himself which in itself was impossible . 
 
   That was the reason he left Chun Dao-ming to fight the monsters . 
 
   ‘First off I need to check if there’s really a fisherman . ’
 
   …
 
   If there were any forces that used Chun Dao-ming as bait then they would also respond to the sudden situation and move away . 
 
   This would leave a trace . 
 
   At the same time, he would be able to buy some time . 
 
   Tracking and ambush was not easy . 
 
   Could one easily track someone else in a place that was filled with monsters and prepare an ambush easily?
 
   This was not something that could be done in an hour or two . 
 
   And if they were forced to repeat these actions three to four times then the fisherman would grow tired of it and be forced to leave . 
 
   ‘And if there’s no fisherman…’
 
   And if, contrary to Kim Woo-jin’s expectations, Chun Dao-ming and his group came here alone, then the solution would be even simpler . 
 
   ‘I’ll just deal with them . ’
 
   He would just eat the delicious bait at the right time . 
 
   Pak! Pak!
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin clapped again . 
 
   Kwang! 
 
   Kwang!
 
   Immediately after, the corpses that he had placed in the vicinity exploded, scattering blood and body parts which exuded a strong smell, everywhere . 
 
   Keheung?
 
   Kuoh?
 
   The monsters around began reacting to such loud sounds and bloody smell . 
 
   It was at that moment that the war progress was reset once again . 
 
   …
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   This was a notification that players were usually happy to receive . 
 
   “Damn it!”
 
   However at this sound, Chun Dao-ming became more furious . 
 
   ‘Isaac, you son of a bitch!’
 
   The cause was Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘How many times did he trick me!’
 
   After failing the first time, Chun Dao-ming didn’t give up and instead prepared to hunt again . (TL: Chun Dao-ming…FIGHTING!)
 
   Of course, it took more time the second time . 
 
   It wasn’t easy to hunt a startled prey, and it was even harder to hunt a prey who ran away like that . 
 
   The second try failed as well . 
 
   It was the same . 
 
   As soon as Chun Dao-ming and his men approached, Isaac Ivanov passed the monsters over to them and left the battlefield . 
 
   Same for the third time…and the fourth time . 
 
   It was not wise for them to attack openly nor was it possible for them to catch them in a trap . 
 
   The failures were repeated continuously, and the number of monsters than Isaac Ivanov left for them to deal with increased each time . 
 
   His level up not so long ago was a result of these battles . 
 
   ‘I will cut off your head after I take off all your limbs . ’
 
   This was why Chun Dao-ming’s eyes were filled with poison . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   [There are 999 monsters remaining . ]
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   There was a notification . 
 
   “Boss!”
 
   One of his men shouted when they saw the notification and Chun Dao-ming waved his hand to tell them that there was no reason to say any more . 
 
   ‘There isn’t much time left . ’
 
   Of 30,000 monsters, only 999 remained to be hunted . 
 
   This meant that sooner rather than later, the second floor would be cleared . 
 
   ‘No, why is it so fast?’
 
   It was surprisingly fast considering that it was only six days since they had entered the second floor . 
 
   This meant that around 5,000 monsters were hunted every day .  
 
   ‘Even if there weren’t any strong monsters, this…’
 
   Even if there weren’t any boss class monsters powerful enough to make them make sacrifices, this was still an abnormal speed . 
 
   ‘Is there really something going on?’
 
   Of course, the first thing that came to Chun Dao-ming’s mind, was the first floor which had been cleared in only 8 hours . 
 
   ‘This is driving me crazy . ’
 
   Chun Dao-ming was convinced that there was a party that was overwhelmingly powerful . 
 
   ‘I must get Van Gogh’s Bracelet before they get it . ’
 
   And as that conviction grew, so did his anxiety . 
 
   ‘It’ll be more troublesome after we reach the third floor . ’
 
   If they moved to the third floor then he would have to start hunting Isaac Ivanov again all the way from the start . 
 
   Additionally, in the third floor there would be many more people aiming to obtain the bracelet that he had in his possession . 
 
   However he didn’t think it would be easy for him to catch Isaac Ivanov who escaped from battle like a rat . 
 
   “Tch . ”
 
   Eventually Chun Dao-ming clicked his tongue . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   Puk!
 
   An arrow that flew from out of nowhere, pierced the eye of one of Chun Dao-ming’s men . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   In the face of the sudden attack, Chun Dao-ming and his men were shocked . 
 
   “Uh!”
 
   Apart from being shocked however, their bodies naturally began preparing for attacks from the direction in which the arrow flew . 
 
   Their actions showed that they were instinctively prepared to do battle now . 
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin attacked from the other direction . 
 
   Shwik!
 
   The moment they faced the direction of the arrows, Kim Woo-jin’s skeletons appeared behind them . 
 
   Kya!
 
   Leading the charge was a Skeleton Knight riding a Sawtooth Wolf skeleton . 
 
   It was not just one, but two Skeleton Knights that charged toward Chun Dao-min and his men . 
 
   Their skulls blazed yellow with Berserker’s madness . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Chun Dao-ming and his men noticed the knights’ arrival after one of his subordinates was stabbed through the head with a spear, leaving a hole that one could look through . 
 
   “Fight!”
 
   When he saw that, Chun Dao-ming announced the start of the battle, and when they heard it, his men began to take up their respective roles . 
 
   The fighters rushed to meet the skeletons, the silent hunters quickly climbed trees and there were no healers . 
 
   The healers had been shot in the eye with an arrow at the start or stabbed in the head by a Skeleton Knight . 
 
   ‘He wants to end it here!’
 
   Chun Dao-ming, who grit his teeth as he realised this fact, approached one of the Skeleton Knights . 
 
   ‘Right, I will end it here . ’
 
   Chun Dao-ming rushed forward to destroy the knight’s skull with the axe in his hand . 
 
   There was no hesitation as Chun Dao-ming moved to attack . 
 
   Kya!
 
   The Skeleton Knight, which was filled with madness, had no intentions to reject the incoming Chun Dao-ming . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Before long, the two collided . 
 
   “Oooh . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah who was watching this scene from afar couldn’t help but exclaim . 
 
   “The crazy dog has met his owner today . ”
 
   It was not something that ordinary people could ever understand . 
 
   Wasn’t the Crazy Dog Chun Dao-ming one of the top talents in 3 Floor dungeons that even the great Kunlun Guild would be hesitant to touch in a dungeon?
 
   Wasn’t it only a Skeleton Knight that Kim Woo-jin summoned that was dealing with him?
 
   But Lee Jin-ah was still convinced, although normal people of course wouldn’t be able to understand the standards of players . 
 
   “He can’t win unless he takes out those legendary items he probably has in his inventory . For sure . ”
 
   The Skeleton Knight was stronger than Chun Dao-ming . 
 
   This conviction became a reality . 
 
   Clang!
 
   After exchanging more than ten blows between them, Chun Dao-ming took a few steps backward, his face hard . 
 
   ‘Wh-, what is this!’
 
   Chun Dao-mng who had faced many monsters could not understand . 
 
   ‘How could a summoned skeleton fight like this?’
 
   The combat capabilities of the Skeleton Knight were ridiculously high . 
 
   This was a fact . 
 
   ‘It’s reading all my attacks . ’
 
   The Skeleton Knight was reading all of Chun Dao-ming’s attacks and aiming for the gaps . 
 
   ‘Reading them and picking the best spots . ’
 
   After reading the attack, it would move its body so that the attacks would land where it wanted them to . 
 
   This way the areas that had less damage were put forward . 
 
   It responded to the attacks perfectly . 
 
   ‘At the same time, it counterattacks immediately . ’
 
   And as it received the attack from him, it would immediately attack Chun Dao-ming using the gap that it had found . 
 
   This was beyond the level of reading an equation, it was instead answering the equation correctly . 
 
   This was a high level skill that should have been impossible to find in a monster . 
 
   ‘And that spear . ’
 
   Above all, the spear that the skeleton held in its hands was much more powerful than he had initially expected . 
 
   This was evidenced by the few holes that were in Chun Dao-ming’s armor after only a short engagement . 
 
   It ended up being only holes in his armor because Chun Dao-ming had an innate sense of combat that helped him attack or retreat .  
 
   ‘It’s not a normal spear . ’
 
   Unfortunately, Chun Dao-ming’s reflections ended there . 
 
   The manic Skeleton Knight did not intend to give him a long time to recover . 
 
   The same was true for the skeleton wolf that the knight rode on . 
 
   Paat!
 
   The skeleton wolf hit stomped on the ground and pounced forward as the Skeleton Knight aimed the spear toward Chun Dao-ming . 
 
   As soon as he saw it approaching, Chun Dao-ming no longer hesitated . 
 
   “Inventory!”
 
   He opened his inventory and retrieved a sword . 
 
   A translucent sword was revealed . 
 
   “Dragon Abyss!”
 
   The translucent sword began to be filled with white light following Chun Dao-ming’s cry . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah who was watching this couldn’t help but exclaim . 
 
   “Wh-, what’s that?”
 
   On the other hand, Kim Woo-jin smiled . 
 
   ‘Heavenly Dragon Sword . ’
 
   The Heavenly Dragon Sword . 
 
   ‘So this is where we meet . ’
 
   Before he returned to the past it had been one of Kim Woo-jin’s best companions .  
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   Kill The Hero – Chapter 124 – Golden Lion (1)
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   Among the players, of course it was the savior Lee Se-jun who owned the most legendary skill and items . 
 
   To help him save the world, members of the Messiah Guild constantly risked their lives to help him find legendary skills and items . 
 
   Then if you wanted to choose the player who came in second, of course it would have to be the King of Undead Johann Georg . 
 
   Being Lee Se-jun’s only rival, he exploited that and made use of all those who came under him after being suppressed by the other side . 
 
   So who was the third?
 
   Opinions would begin diverging at this point . 
 
   There were many who boasted the number of legendaries that they had .  
 
   And of course the Hunting Dog, Kim Woo-jin would never reveal just how many he had in his possession to others and would instead say he didn’t have as many . 
 
   But it was impossible to know exactly . 
 
   ‘I had a lot of items at that time but…’
 
   Naturally, before returning to the past, Kim Woo-jin had possessed so many legendary items that a normal player might not have seen so many in their lives . 
 
   ‘The Heavenly Dragon Sword was quite useful . ’
 
   The reason for this was because of a skill that the user of the Heavenly Dragon Sword had access to, Heavenly Dragon’s Will . 
 
   It was a powerful skill which used up stamina to gain additional damage .   
 
   ‘The downside is that you run out of stamina too quickly . ’
 
   The problem was that to use this skill, you needed to use almost all the stamina you had . 
 
   The skill was powerful but calling it a powerful gun with only one bullet was very accurate . 
 
   ‘It wouldn’t be very useful right now . ’
 
   But for the current Kim Woo-jin who didn’t invest in stamina unlike before, it was pretty much useless .  
 
   ‘I’d have to borrow Lee Jin-ah’s energy . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin knew of ways to use the Heavenly Dragon Sword even if his stamina levels were low . 
 
   And of course he knew how to deal with the Heavenly Dragon Sword . 
 
   ‘The duration of Heavenly Dragon’s Will is about 30 seconds . ’
 
   As was mentioned before, the skill of the Heavenly Dragon Sword consumed a huge amount of stamina . 
 
   The duration was also a short 30 seconds . 
 
   ‘There’s no reason to fight . ’
 
   In other words he would just have to run away during that time . 
 
   ‘Retreat . ’
 
   And retreating(running away) was one of the greatest strengths of the Skeleton Knight . 
 
   The mobility it gained from having a skeleton wolf mount was best shown when none other than running away . 
 
   Kya!
 
   Upon receiving the command from its owner, the Skeleton Knight immediately retreated from the spot where Chun Dao-ming was injecting his stamina into the Heavenly Dragon Sword . 
 
   The speed of its exit was so fast that Chun Dao-ming was not able to respond in any way . 
 
   And the other skeletons also began to retreat while fighting moderately . 
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   Putting all his stamina into the sword had caused a shadow to grow on Chun Dao-ming’s face . 
 
   And now a question mark was floating over the shadow . 
 
   ‘H-, how?’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was a question aimed at Isaac Ivanov who had perfectly pinpointed the weakness of his Heavenly Dragon Sword . 
 
   “B-, boss! Th-, they’re running away . ”
 
   “Wh-, what do we do?”
 
   The voices of his men were filled with fear as they requested further instructions . 
 
   This was because they had realised just how frightening the Skeleton Soldiers that they had just battled were . 
 
   However Chun Dao-ming did not say anything to them . 
 
   After 30 seconds, a sound came to their ears . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   It was the sound of fear . 
 
   …
 
   Puk!
 
   The battle ended with the spear from a skeleton soldier piercing Chun Dao-mings chest . 
 
   At the scene after the great battle was Kim Woo-jin who was inspecting the sword that had belonged to Chun Dao-ming . 
 
   [Heavenly Dragon Sword]
 Physical Attack: 100 
    
 Required Level: Level 55 or Higher 
    
 
    
    
 
    
   
 Description: A sword made by Gu Ya-ja . Injecting stamina into it reveals stronger power 
    
 +100 Stamina when equipped 
    
 Increase Stamina by 20% when equipped 
    
 Increase basic attack damage by 20% when attacking 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
    
 Skill ‘Heavenly Dragon’s Will’ is available 
   The Heavenly Dragon Sword . 
 
   Memories of the past naturally came to Kim Woo-jin’s mind while he looked at a weapon that had been one of his favorites . 
 
   ‘Thanks to this guy there weren’t many monsters I couldn’t catch . ’
 
   Numerous achievements, legends and stories were achieved thanks to this weapon . 
 
   And at the end of the story . 
 
   ‘He was the one who benefited the most . ’
 
   As he was thinking about the end of the story, Lee Jin-ah approached him and said . 
 
   “Sir, congrats on your great item . ” (TL: it was funnier in Korean…unfortunately can’t transpose it)
 
   As he said that, he stretched out both hands . 
 
   “Won’t you give alms . ” (TL: again…funnier…can’t transpose)
 
   Of course he didn’t actually have any hopes of receiving it .  
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   [There are 100 monsters remaining . ]
 
   A notification came telling them that the hunting on the second floor was nearing its end . 
 
   ‘We don’t have much time left . ’
 
   At the notification, Kim Woo-jin gave an order to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Take your items . ”
 
   “Okay . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah quickly nodded and began to remove the items from Chun Dao-ming’s men’s corpses . 
 
   [The Eye of Anubis has opened . ]
 
   Then Chun Dao-ming’s memories appeared in his head . 
 
   ‘Yeouido Park . ’
 
   He saw the conversation in Yeouido Park . 
 
   ‘So it’s the members of the Great One Guild and the members of the Amazon Guild . The one that’s talking…I don’t know who he is . ’
 
   From the identities of those who were given his information together with Chun Dao-ming to the one who gave it to them . 
 
   Then he saw the memory from before Chun Dao-ming arrived . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Director of Public Security . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin frowned at the emergence of such a powerful fellow . 
 
   ‘Is it Kunlun?’
 
   In fact he had already expected that guild to make moves . 
 
   From the beginning Van Gogh’s Bracelet had belonged to their guild and Kim Woo-jin had noticed and intercepted their mission to retrieve it . 
 
   In such a situation it would be weird if the guild left Isaac Ivanov alone . 
 
   ‘They’re checking . ’
 
   Perhaps this was to see if Isaac Ivanov truly had the bracelet or not . 
 
   ‘Nothing in the world is free . ’
 
   And this was the price he had to pay for Van Gogh’s Bracelet . 
 
   [There are 50 monsters remaining . ]
 
   When they heard the notification, Lee Jin-ah shouted out . 
 
   “Are they planning to enter the third floor without taking a break?”
 
   In the current situation, it would be better for the players to gather and rest before entering the new floor . 
 
   “We moved suddenly from the first floor . ”
 
   This was because they had experienced a sudden clear of the first floor . 
 
   Now that they had experienced that however, it seemed that the others wanted to move to the third floor instead of resting . 
 
   ‘The Golden Eagles and the Amazons will aim for me in the third floor . ’
 
   In addition there were two groups other than Chun Dao-ming who were aiming to claim Van Gogh’s Bracelet . 
 
   Unlike Chun Dao-ming who had no affiliations, both groups were from powerful guilds so if he dealt with them poorly then there may be problems . 
 
   However Kim Woo-jin didn’t care about that fact . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   [All the monsters have been hunted . ]
 
   A notification came, signaling the end of the hunt . 
 
   “Ah, it’s over . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah began preparing after receiving the notification . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   “Hm?”
 
   “Alms . ”
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin threw the Heavenly Dragon Sword to him . 
 
   “Huk!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was shocked as he caught the sword and shouted . 
 
   “Are you really giving this to me?”
 
   “If you ask, I’ll lend it to you at any time . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s surprised expression suddenly hardened . 
 
   “No, really . Why does this feel like a trap? Everytime you give me a powerful weapon, don’t I have to suffer day and night?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t respond to his reaction . 
 
   ‘It’s impossible for them to aim for me on the third floor anyway . ’
 
   Instead he prepared . 
 
   ‘Because I am the only one who can hunt the Golden Lion . ’
 
   To fight against the Golden Lion, a monster that left only 31 survivors .  
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   [Entered the Third Floor . ]
 
   Following this notification, the sight that greeted surviving players was a rocky mountain covered in yellowish boulders . 
 
   It was completely barren with no vegetation in sight . 
 
   “Hoo, hoo . ”
 
   The players, who had just entered the floor, stood there while panting, with sweat running down their bodies . 
 
   “We’re finally on the third floor . It wasn’t as bad as I expected . ”
 
   “Right . ”
 
   Most of the players who appeared were optimistic . In fact the situation itself was optimistic . 
 
   The time it took for them to clear the first floor was 8 hours, without many of them even fighting . 
 
   On the second floor of the dungeon it also only took them six days to hunt 30,000 monsters . 
 
   ‘We didn’t lose as many people on the second floor as we thought . ’
 
   Moreover, the monster hunting on the second floor went much smoother than any of them could have expected . 
 
   ‘The monsters didn’t flock as much as we thought . ’
 
   Attacking monsters in an area filled with at least 30,000 in the dungeon was similar to poking holes in a dam . 
 
   If you poked a hole, you might end up with more water than you wanted, similarly, if you hunted a monster then you might end up attracting more monsters . 
 
   However, the battle on the second floor was a little different from that . 
 
   Even when battling monsters, the cases where more monsters were drawn over were actually quite rare . 
 
   ‘As if someone was slaughtering the monsters ahead . ’
 
   This was the decisive reason behind the speed of the dungeon clear . 
 
   The distance that was travelled just by running as fast as you can was very different to the distance that was travelled by adjusting your pace properly . 
 
   So if the pace of the monster hunting was also controlled, it was natural that the hunting speed would be faster . 
 
   The problem was that they had entered the third floor from the second floor without any rest, but considering the easy time that they had before, it was still bearable . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Alright, let’s figure out the situation then get some rest . ”
 
   “We have plenty of food, there’s no need to overdo it . ”
 
   If they needed a break, they could just take it now . 
 
   However, not everyone was feeling as relaxed as the rest . 
 
   Some of them had good senses . 
 
   ‘Dangerous . ’
 
   ‘It’s dangerous here . ’
 
   They felt that this floor might become a mass grave . 
 
   And one of them was already convinced . 
 
   ‘It truly is a hell-like floor . ’
 
   This floor seemed to have the perfect conditions to become hell . 
 
   That one was of course, Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Looking around at the rocky terrain, he immediately kneeled to the ground, scooped up some dirt and smelled it . 
 
   ‘There’s only the smell of dirt . ’
 
   The dry scent of the dirt was the only thing that filled the air . 
 
   “Is there something wrong with this place?”
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin heard Lee Jin-ah’s slightly worried voice . It seemed that he also felt that this place was dangerous . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin happily explained to him . 
 
   “Because there’s nowhere to hide . ”
 
   “Nowhere to hide?”
 
   As he said that, Lee Jin-ah looked around with confusion . 
 
   “Are you talking about locations?”
 
   “I’m talking about the smell . ”
 
   “Smell?”
 
   “There is only one scent here . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Together with those words, Kim Woo-jin rubbed the dirt in his hand . 
 
   “There is no better stage for a monster with a superb sense of smell . ”
 
   “Is it similar to the desert?”
 
   As Lee Jin-ah remembered the desert floor where they had faced the Firefox, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but shiver . 
 
   “The desert is nothing compared to this . The Golden Lion can’t miss the players’ appearance here…”
 
   It was then . 
 
   Khung!
 
   A huge roar from somewhere seemed to brush past Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah like a typhoon . 
 
   At the sound, Lee Jin-ah immediately entered battled mode and looked over to the direction that the roar came from . 
 
   Then, quite a distance away, he spotted a golden glow from atop a large boulder . 
 
   It was that Golden Lion . 
 
   A huge beast with a body at least 10 meters long with golden skin, three tails and a flowing mane, generously showcased his prowess to the creatures that had dared to enter his kingdom . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but speak after seeing it . 
 
   “He’s doing a good job advertising himself . ”
 
   That was exactly what it was . 
 
   The Golden Lion wasn’t giving them a warning . It was instead a notification from a king telling those who entered his country to bow their heads . 
 
   “He doesn’t have to hunt and kill the players, is that it?”
 
   This meant that in the Golden Lion’s eyes, they weren’t even a threat .  
 
   It was treatment that the players would definitely not tolerate . 
 
   “So what’s the plan?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah spat out those words and put his hand on the sword that rested at his waist . 
 
   His eyes displayed a strong desire to poke a few holes through the Golden Lion’s arrogance with his sword . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin calmly responded to his question . 
 
   “We’re not doing anything for now . ”
 
   “We’re not doing anything? Good! Then we won’t do anything from now on…what?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   To the surprised Lee Jin-ah, Kim Woo-jin simply took out an energy bar and began to munch on it comfortably . 
 
   As he saw this, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   “Are you really not going to do anything? Then what if it gets hunted by those bastards?”
 
   The goal of all the players was to hunt the Golden Lion . 
 
   And naturally from now on everyone would be doing their best to hunt it down . Therefore, it wasn’t strange that Lee Jin-ah was concerned that the Golden Lion might get hunted by someone else . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin was different . 
 
   He was convinced . 
 
   ‘It was true that the first attempt was successful, but in fact there were only 31 survivors because they got lucky . However, the composition and capabilities of the team is different now . This time there would not be any such good luck . ’
 
   Before he returned to the past, the Golden Lion Dungeon had been cleared on the first try, but that was only possible because of luck .  
 
   Now the situation was very different from that so the chances of such luck happening again was incredibly low . 
 
   In other words, there was no reason for Kim Woo-jin to be anxious about when to attack . 
 
   “We’re the only ones who can kill him anyway . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah didn’t question this statement . 
 
   Though Kim Woo-jin’s words were groundless, Kim Woo-jin had never spoken nonsense about monsters before . 
 
   Rather, Lee Jin-ah paid more attention to something else . 
 
   “So we’re going to make our move when the other players have died?”
 
   If the only ones who could hunt the Golden Lion were him and Kim Woo-jin and if he did nothing, then the only result would be that all the other players would die . 
 
   That question made Kim Woo-jin shake his head . 
 
   “That’s not it . Then I wouldn’t be able to set my price . ”
 
   “Price? What price?”
 
   “The price of the lives of those who manage to survive because of us . ”
 
   As he said this, Kim Woo-jin looked toward the Golden Lion in the distance while thinking . 
 
   ‘Nothing is free in this world . ’
 
   …
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was only when Kim Woo-jin met a player in the Messiah Guild called Jung Ji-hoon that he truly learned about the Golden Lion . 
 
   “Do you know the Golden Lion Dungeon? I’m one of the survivors . ”
 
   The Golden Lion Dungeon where only 31 of 250 had survived . He was one of the 31 . 
 
   “You want me to tell you the story? There’s nothing you can’t do with alcohol and snacks . ”
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin asked him to tell the story and he told it at a low cost . 
 
   “To clear the first floor . We had to catch a Red Eyed Orangutan in a forest above a desert . I thought my feet would fall off chasing a monkey through trees . After that horrific experience, we arrived at the second floor . But there we were told to hunt 30,000 monsters to advance to the next level . Can you believe it? 30,000 . ”
 
   There was no stopping his story once it had started . 
 
   As if telling a little boy his heroic tales, he told him what happened there mixed with a few exaggerated gestures and some actions . 
 
   “…then after we hunted the 30,000 monsters, we arrived on the third floor…right away . ”
 
   But his actions and expression rapidly changed when he finished his story about the second floor . 
 
   He had finally stopped talking and it was only after he took a few deep breaths and finished a can of beer that he continued . 
 
   “As soon as we arrived on the third floor, there was a Golden Lion roaring at us . ”
 
   After that, his storytelling remained unparalleled . 
 
   However, it was no longer like he was telling his heroic story to a young child, but was instead it was like he was telling his nightmare to his therapist . 
 
   “At first, I didn’t know what it meant . We just did what we usually did without paying attention to how strange it was . The group gathered by the Phoenix Guild was the first to challenge following the order that we had agreed to before and the rest of the players watched them from behind . ”
 
   He solemnly recited his terrible memories of the lion .  
 
   “…it was a monster . No magic attack, curse or poison even left a mark on his fur . The only thing that seemed to work was blades . But even that was almost impossible to use . In exchange for the lives of over 50 players that the Phoenix Guild had organized, all they managed to get from the lion was a toe from his left foreleg . ” (TL: ‘monster’ as the description rather than the creature . )
 
   He told him just how ruthless the strength of the lion was . 
 
   “The funniest thing was that after the battle he simply went to sleep on the spot . Just like a lion going to sleep in the grassland after a successful hunt . He didn’t even consider the entire group of players as a threat, let alone a few . ”
 
   At the same time he told him just how large the gap between them and the monster really was . 
 
   “The moment they saw it, no other players wanted to take their turn . ”
 
   In that situation, the players had been robbed of options and so they had to make new decisions . 
 
   “Everyone gathered together while that monster was sleeping . With dead expressions on their faces . ”
 
   (TL: I don’t understand how they could be so lax when their lives are on the line…couldn’t be me .  
 
   To put it into perspective, a male african lion is about 3 meters on average (Head to tail with tail being about 1 meter), with the largest recorded being around 3 . 5-3 . 6m…so…)
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   The players gathered behind one of the larger boulders on the boulder filled mountain . The number of players there was 141 . 
 
   But none of them made a sound . 
 
   Krrrr . 
 
   The sound of the lion snoring from a distance was so loud that they suffocated .  
 
   Most of the players were standing there in a daze . 
 
   ‘I didn’t think the Golden Lion would be such a monster . ’
 
   The merciless violence that was showcased by the lion had left such an impression on them . 
 
   He had completely crushed the will of even the players than had come prepared to die . 
 
   ‘It’s impossible to kill him . ’
 
   ‘It’s over . ’
 
   Most of them gathered there were already convinced that it was impossible for them to hunt the Golden Lion . 
 
   “First…”
 
   Then someone opened their mouth . 
 
   The name of the speaker was Kim Ha-yeon, leader of the players that the Messiah Guild had sent into the dungeon .  
 
   “No one is against the fact that everyone has to work together right?”
 
   She addressed the crowd . 
 
   Everyone had to work together . This was something that was actually difficult to hear . 
 
   The Messiah Guild was such a closed group that they basically considered anyone outside of their guild as an enemy . 
 
   However now they were the ones who suggested that everyone work together as a group . 
 
   The violence shown by the Golden Lion had completely destroyed their closed mentality . 
 
   “Right . ”
 
   Of course, no one voiced any opposition to the Messiah Guild’s suggestion . 
 
   “We have to work together . ”
 
   “It’s crazy to split up and take turns against a monster like that . ”
 
   Only one man among the group disagreed . 
 
   “I refuse . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov expressed his rejection of the Messiah Guild’s suggestion in english . 
 
   His words once again caused silence to fall over the group . 
 
   Krrrr…
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The sound of the lion snoring could be heard once again . 
 
   The silence lasted a long time . This was because no one could truly understand the situation . 
 
   Against it was Kim Ha-yeon’s job to break the silence . 
 
   “For what reason?”
 
   Isaac Ivanov responded to her question quite calmly . 
 
   “Chun Dao-ming attacked me for the items in my possession . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov, who was speaking, began looking around . 
 
   “And there are two more groups with the same intentions as Chun Dao-ming . ”
 
   The eyes of the group also followed the direction that Isaac Ivanov was looking . 
 
   So everyone’s eyes turned to look at the groups from the Great One Guild and the Amazon Guild . (TL: how convenient that they were together)
 
   The two groups stiffened because of the gazes . 
 
   “H-, how did you kn-, know?”
 
   One of the group unwittingly exposed them . 
 
   “Hup!”
 
   It was a mistake . 
 
   Usually, mistakes like this could never occur, but because of the overwhelming fear and pressure that was placed upon them by the Golden Lion such a mistake had appeared at an unfortunate time . 
 
   Of course, it was not a mistake that could be tolerated . 
 
   “Ah! W-, wait!”
 
   It was already too late for him to make any excuses for his slip up . 
 
   The gaze of those looking at them had already cooled down . 
 
   Among them, Kim Ha-yeon’s gaze was beyond cold . 
 
   “Hush . ”
 
   Kim Ha-yeon silenced the one who was trying to make excuses with a fierce gaze before looking back toward Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   She gestured for him to say what else he wanted to say . 
 
   Isaac calmly replied to the gesture . 
 
   “I have no intentions of being on a team with a group who are targeting me . ”
 
   It was a valid statement and everyone nodded . 
 
   ‘As expected . ’
 
   ‘That’s fair . ’
 
   It was relatively common for players to target others for their items, everyone knew that . 
 
   More than a few of those who were nodding now would have done the same thing, given the chance . 
 
   But there wasn’t a single person who thought it was a good thing to do . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   So of course if such an intention was revealed, there would be consequences . 
 
   That’s why everyone agreed with Isaac Ivanov’s opinion . 
 
   “That’s why I don’t have any intention to save their lives . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   But as Isaac Ivanov said those words, there was no one who dared to nod . 
 
   “Wha-, what?”
 
   “W-, wait! So Isaac, you have a way to hunt that monster?”
 
   Kim Ha-yeon once again moved to silence the group, this time because of the noise that they were making . 
 
   “Please be quiet . ”
 
   She pointed to the Golden Lion sleeping in the distance with one hand and put the index finger of her other hand to her lips . 
 
   Everyone shut up . 
 
   In the silence, Kim Ha-yeon spoke again . 
 
   “Are you sure that you can hunt it?”
 
   Isaac didn’t answer her . 
 
   “There are two option . Firstly you hunt the Golden Lion without me . ”
 
   Instead he gave his conditions .  
 
   “The other is that I hunt the Golden Lion first . In that case, those two groups will have to pay for their lives . ”
 
   At the proposal, Kim Ha-yeon turned her head to look at the members of the Great One Guild and the Amazon Guild . 
 
   Surprisingly, none of the two groups showed any expressions of worry or anger . 
 
   There was actually no reason for them to be upset . 
 
   ‘If we can avoid facing a monster like that then we’d how much ever our lives cost . ’
 
   It was not too late to worry about him after they had survived this place . 
 
   Rather, at that moment, in the eyes of the two groups, Isaac Ivanov was like a savior descended from heaven . 
 
   Kim Ha-yeon, who noticed their expressions, pondered the situation . 
 
   “I have no choice but to choose the second option . Does anyone have any other opinions?”
 
   Of course there would not be any objections, so she continued immediately . 
 
   “So when are you going to fight it?”
 
   Isaac Ivanov responded to her words in a calm voice . 
 
   “Right now . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   With those words, Isaac Ivanov turned and began walking toward the Golden Lion in the distance . 
 
   …
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   As soon as Kim Woo-jin began to advance, the other players retreated . 
 
   Now that they were alone, Lee Jin-ah approached Kim Woo-jin and asked . 
 
   “Are you sure it doesn’t have any weaknesses?”
 
   The question reminded Kim Woo-jin of the survivor of the dungeon in his past life, Jung Ji-hoon’s story . 
 
   He’d said . 
 
   As if they were wet clothes, the players had stuck to the Golden Lion while attacking in every way they could and after a fierce and vicious battle in which they did not have any regard for their lives, they won . 
 
   There were no fatal weaknesses that they could use to overturn the situation . 
 
   “At least as far as I can tell, it has no weaknesses . The only way to kill him is to make him bleed . ”
 
   This was why Kim Woo-jin entered this dungeon without hesitation . 
 
   “It’s not too difficult . ”
 
   When Kim Woo-jin turned his head after saying those words he saw a Skeleton Knight riding a skeleton wolf . 
 
   Then he looked at Percival’s Spear that was held in the knight’s hand . 
 
   ‘If it’s Percival’s Spear then it shouldn’t be hard to pierce its skin . ’
 
   In front of Percival’s Spear, even the Golden Lion which had high defense would be forced to bleed . 
 
   “We just need to set the stage for the Skeleton Knight to attack as many times as possible . ”
 
   In other words, what they needed to hunt the lion was to constantly draw it’s aggro so that the Skeleton Knight could concentrate on dealing damage . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah let out a loud sigh at those words . 
 
   “In the end, you’re telling me to go through a lot of trouble . Alright, fine . I’ll play with it . Should I take off my clothes and dance in front of the Golden Lion? While singing the Lion King theme song?”
 
   It was a sigh lamenting the fact that he had to play a bad role again . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin gave him an answer he wasn’t expecting . 
 
   “You have a different role this time . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Instead of answering the surprised Lee Jin-ah, Kim Woo-jin summoned the Book of the Dead, took out one of the slab like pages and summoned the sealed skeleton . 
 
   [The seal has been released . ]
 
   And the skeleton that appeared this time was the skeleton of an Ogre . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   Kim Woo-jin had created a skeleton from the Ogre that he had hunted in the dungeon in Taiwan . 
 
   In addition, the aura of the fully armored Ogre skeleton was not less than that of the Golden Lion . 
 
   “Woah . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah also voiced his admiration . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah knew . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “How long do you think this guy would last?”
 
   The Ogre Skeleton would only be able to distract the lion for a certain amount of time . 
 
   But even that was an amazing feat . 
 
   The players who had faced the Golden LIon before had even been able to tie him down for a long time before they were all annihilated . 
 
   So Kim Woo-jin summoned one more thing . 
 
   “Summon Golem . ”
 
   The Golem!
 
   He summoned another sandbag that would be able to help them buy some more time against the Golden Lion . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah grinned when the two giants appeared . 
 
   “It’s worth a try . ”
 
   Along with those words, Lee Jin-ah patted the leg of the Golem that had just been summoned . 
 
   “Lemy, Skely, please take good care of me . ” (TL: Like the greeting you give to your coworkers on your first day of work)
 
   “So what’s my role? Am I supposed to make it bleed with the Skeleton Knight?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s eyes turned to look at the Heavenly Dragon Sword that was hanging at Lee Jin-ah’s waist . 
 
   In fact getting the sword here was completely unexpected, but that didn’t mean that he would exclude it from his plans . 
 
   There was no reason for him to exclude a powerful that could harm the Golden Lion together with Percival’s spear . 
 
   Therefore he was willing to actively use the Heavenly Dragon Sword . 
 
   “When I give the signal, use the Heavenly Dragon’s Will skill . ”
 
   “Okay, and then?”
 
   “Then, I’ll give you another signal . ”
 
   “Right, then I can stab it?”
 
   “No, you don’t have to . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “When I give the signal, pass the Heavenly Dragon Sword to me . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin seriously spoke to Lee Jin-ah, who still had a blank look on his face . 
 
   “I’m better at handling the sword . ”
 
   Only then did Lee Jin-ah realise . 
 
   “Fuck really…”
 
   The reason why Kim Woo-jin gave him the Heavenly Dragon Sword . 
 
   Leaving him behind, Kim Woo-jin put on the Grim Reaper’s Mask .  
 
   “The battle will be over in 10 minutes . ”
 
   And so the battle began . 
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   Krrr…
 
   The Golden Lion that had been sleeping opened his eyes when the fully armored Ogre Skeleton was about 20 meters away from him . 
 
   Even though the skeleton was so large, the lion hadn’t woken up until it was that close . 
 
   That wasn’t all . 
 
   The Golden Lion simply opened its eyes and observed the skeleton without roaring or preparing to fight even though it had noticed the threatening Ogre Skeleton in the distance . 
 
   Its golden mane blew in a breeze that passed and seemed to enhance the sheer magnificence of its aura . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   ‘It’s a monster . ’
 
   ‘It doesn’t even see them as threats . ’
 
   It was so majestic that the players watching in the distance couldn’t help but gulp without realising . 
 
   ‘It’s not that vigilant . ’
 
   Of course, by Kim Woo-jin’s standards, he saw it as nothing more than being careless . 
 
   ‘As expected . ’
 
   But it was a natural reaction . 
 
   For the Golden Lion, the third floor of this dungeon was his territory, his kingdom .  
 
   It was impossible for him to feel threatened here . 
 
   And after battling with them once before, he realised that these players who had suddenly appeared weren’t a threat either . 
 
   If the Golden Lion showed a hasty, anxious and impatient appearance in his own kingdom then that would be disgraceful . 
 
   ‘This is why first challenges have high success rates . ’
 
   This was also why players have a relatively high chance of success when challenging a dungeon for the first time . 
 
   If the Golden Lion faced five or six attacks from players in the future then it would definitely not act in this way . 
 
   ‘And this is the moment with the highest rate of success . ’
 
   Therefore, now was the perfect time to aim for the Golden Lion’s flaw . 
 
   If the rest of the players had chosen to launch their attack first, then in the battle, they would have done a fair amount of damage, which would have awakened the Golden Lion’s cautious nature .  
 
   However, at the moment the Golden Lion only had the experience of overwhelming one group of players with its might . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin intended to take advantage of that fact . 
 
   Kung!
 
   As the Golden Lion relaxedly observed the Ogre Skeleton Soldier, the other Skeleton Soldiers positioned themselves around the Golden Lion . 
 
   When everything was ready, the battle began . 
 
   Hung! 
 
   The giant Ogre skeleton swung a tree sized club toward the Golden Lion and at the same time, the Golden Lion lunged toward the Ogre skeleton, showing no intentions to avoid the oncoming club . 
 
   Kung!
 
   Faced with the Golden Lion’s lunge, the Ogre skeleton chose to roll away and avoid it .  
 
   Krrr
 
   When it landed the Golden Lion quickly spun around to face the skeleton that had deftly avoided its attack, before lunging again . 
 
   What followed was just a replay of the previous scene .  
 
   Whenever the Golden Lion lunged, the Ogre Skeleton Soldier avoided the attack with all of its might . 
 
   When such a scene was replayed four times, the Golden Lion stopped before its fifth lunge . 
 
   Roar!
 
   Then it opened its mouth and let out a loud roar . 
 
   [The Golden Lion’s Rage spreads . ]
 
   [Fear influences all directions . ]
 
   [Abilities of those afflicted by Fear reduced . ]
 
   The roar was an announcement that he was now angry . 
 
   Kyaah!
 
   It was also a signal which told the Skeleton Knight that was waiting, that it was its turn to join the battle . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   The moment the Golden Lion let out its roar, a Skeleton Knight approached him, riding on a skeleton wolf . 
 
   Kung! Kung!
 
   And this time, the Ogre Skeleton also began to rush toward the Golden Lion . 
 
   Krrr…
 
   When it saw the two figures rushing towards it, the one the Golden Lion chose to attack was of course the Ogre skeleton . 
 
   Clang!
 
   As the distance between them closed, the forelimb of the furious Golden Lion collided with the Ogre’s skeleton’s body, which was then sent rolling away as it could not withstand the power behind the attack . 
 
   Kehung!
 
   At the same time, the Golden Lion let out another cry .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Only this one was much different from all the ones that it had let out before . 
 
   It wasn’t a cry of arrogance or dignity, but it was instead a cry of pain . 
 
   Puk!
 
   The reason for this cry was that the Percival’s Spear, wielded by the Skeleton Knight, was now embedded deep into his side . 
 
   Of course, the Skeleton Knight wasn’t satisfied with just this . 
 
   Kyaah!
 
   The Skeleton knight commanded the skeleton wolf which then swiftly moved around again and allowed him to stab once again with his spear . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Another hole was made in the Golden Lion’s skin . 
 
   Kehung!
 
   The Golden Lion chased after the knight, but the skeleton wolf was too fast and they constantly evaded its attempts . 
 
   Kung!
 
   Meanwhile, the Ogre Skeleton, which had taken the time to gather itself, had finally revealed itself to the lion once again . 
 
   Kung!
 
   And at the same time, the Golem appeared in front of the Golden Lion . 
 
   Faced with this new enemy, the Golden Lion’s eyes began glowing blue and at the same time, Kim Woo-jin used a skill . 
 
   “Berserker . ”
 
   Rattle . 
 
   The skeletons that had been waiting at the side began moving after he used the skill . 
 
   Their eyes were yellow with madness . 
 
   …
 
   Although it was hard to make a wound, it was easy to make one worse . 
 
   Therefore, the most important factor when deciding whether to hunt a monster or not was whether it could be hurt or not . 
 
   First class players were able to make any wound fatal . 
 
   When it came to a hunting dog on the same level as Kim Woo-jin, even a wound the size of a needle prick could become fatal . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin proved this against the Golden Lion . 
 
   It was his skeleton soldiers who proved it . 
 
   Puk!
 
   The moment the Skeleton Knight made a wound in the Golden Lion’s skin with the Percival Spear, the other skeletons would then attack that wound . 
 
   Puk!
 
   The already pierced skin would be easily torn further and cause the wound to be more open . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   Another wound was thus expanded by the skeletons .  
 
   The whole process went incredibly quickly . 
 
   In the eyes of those watching from far away, it was as though the Golden Lion’s injuries were alive and moving . 
 
   Kehuuuung!
 
   Of course, the Golden Lion expressed its rage loudly without hesitation . 
 
   However, the Golden Lion’s offensive wasn’t easy to handle either . 
 
   It didn’t give the Skeleton Soldiers a second chance . 
 
   Crack!
 
   With just one attack, it would smash a skeleton to pieces . 
 
   Twelve skeletons had already been smashed in such a way . 
 
   The Ogre skeleton was missing its right shoulder, and its rib cage had been crushed while the Golem seemed to be about half its original size . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   
Kung! Kung!
 
   But this still meant that the Ogre skeleton and the Golem were still alive to disturb the Golden Lion . 
 
   Roar!
 
   Faced with these two, the Golden Lion had no choice but to grow more and more enraged . 
 
   “Oh my God . ”
 
   “Is this Isaac’s Power?”
 
   The players from afar were watching this sight in surprise . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin’s view of the situation was different . 
 
   ‘It wouldn’t die so easily . ’
 
   People looking at it might think that the situation was advantageous, but only he felt that it was still unfavourable . 
 
   In fact, the situation was not positive . 
 
   Roar!
 
   Though the Golden Lion’s body was covered in blood, there were no wounds on it that would really kill it . 
 
   ‘Poison wouldn’t work . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Most importantly, poison, one of Kim Woo-jin’s strongest trump cards, couldn’t be used . 
 
   That meant he couldn’t deal with it the way he dealt with most monsters . 
 
   In fact, Kim Woo-jin had actually consumed quite a lot in this fight already . 
 
   Over ten skeletons had been destroyed and the Golem and ogre skeleton consumed a lot of magic power to use . 
 
   His magic power had been raised using items and achievements, but as someone who had basically invested all of his attribute points into health, he was now forced to feel the limit of his magic power . 
 
   ‘But its physical strength and concentration has fallen a lot since the beginning . ’
 
   It wasn’t that Kim Woo-jin didn’t expect this situation . 
 
   In fact, he had predicted this . 
 
   ‘It has completely forgotten the existence of me and Lee Jin-ah . ’
 
   Since he had expected it, that meant he had also made preparations . 
 
   ‘It’s time to move . ’
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin signalled to Lee Jin-ah who was waiting . 
 
   “Siba!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah let out a shout and it was unclear whether he was cursing or just shouting, as he activated the skill of the Heavenly Dragon Sword in his hands . 
 
   “Heavenly Dragon’s Will . ”
 
   The moment the skill was activated, the translucent sword began filling up with white light . 
 
   [All stamina has been consumed . ]
 
   Then he heard a notification . 
 
   Without paying attention to it, he began rushing toward the Golden Lion . 
 
   Krrr!
 
   However, the Golden Lion did not even look at Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   No, it hadn’t noticed him . 
 
   With the Ogre Skeleton and the Golem charging back and forth in front of it, the skeleton knight riding the skeleton wolf, hovered around it looking for an opportunity and the skeleton soldiers holding their weapons to ready to attack the moment it was injured, it couldn’t afford to pay attention to a single human . 
 
   Krr?
 
   This way, the Golden Lion didn’t notice Lee Jin-ah until he was already very close to it . 
 
   Hung!
 
   As soon as it noticed him, the Golden Lion swiped at Lee Jin-ah, expressing its hostility .  
 
   Lee Jin-ah swung his arm . 
 
   Puuuk!
 
   Then the Golden Lion’s paw smashed into his body while the sword that Lee Jin-ah had just thrown, flew through the air . 
 
   Sik!
 
   At that moment, using the golem as a stepping stone, Kim Woo-jin, who appeared above the Golden Lion’s head, snatched the sword from the air before bringing it down on the Golden Lion’s neck before it could realise what happened . 
 
   Kehung!
 
   The Golden Lion had not expected such an attack . 
 
   It wasn’t without reason . 
 
   None of the attacks on its body had ever been made in such a way . 
 
   ‘Now the flaw is very clear . ’
 
   Naturally, this was Kim Woo-jin’s intentions . 
 
   Filled with the power of Lee Jin-ah, the Heavenly Dragon Sword was chopped into the neck of the Golden Lion before it could understand the situation . 
 
   Puk!
 
   The blade was so deep that it could not even be seen in its entirety . 
 
   Brrr!
 
   The Golden Lion could barely react to the deadly attack . 
 
   ‘It’s shallow . ’
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin was not satisfied . 
 
   Pok!
 
   With one hit, the sword was embedded deeper . 
 
   ‘More . ’
 
   As if it still wasn’t enough, Kim Woo-jin once again hit his fist to the sword . 
 
   Pok!
 
   Even though the bones in his hand cracked, Kim Woo-jin didn’t stop . 
 
   Pok!
 
   In a short while the sword was already so deep that Kim Woo-jin’s shoulder was also inside . 
 
   Kehok!
 
   A bizarre cry burst from the Golden Lion’s mouth . 
 
   Soon after it began to stagger, its large golden body convulsing . 
 
   Kyaah!
 
   Of course the Skeleton Knight would not miss this opportunity . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Rattle!
 
   And neither would the other skeletons . 
 
   Once again, all the skeletons began to cling to the Golden Lion like ants that were clinging to the flesh of a dying animal . 
 
   Kung!
 
   Eventually the Golden Lion fell . 
 
   And immediately after the notification was heard . 
 
   [The Golden Lion has been slain . ]
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   [Earned Achievement Golden Lion Hunter . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld praises your spectacular performance . ]
 
   [The rank of Skeleton Warrior Mastery skill has increased by one . ]
 
   [The Skeleton Warrior Mastery skill has transcended the ranks . ]
 
   It was a happy notification, but Kim Woo-jin wasn’t exactly happy with the announcement . 
 
   It wasn’t what he really wanted . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who had become all bloody, pulled the sword out of the lion’s corpse and landed beside it . 
 
   “You got it?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who had been sent flying by the Golden Lion’s blow asked as he approached .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin glanced at him . 
 
   “Open it . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “Open its mouth . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin pointed with his chin instead of using more words and Lee Jin-ah, who finally understood what he meant, pulled on the Lion’s chin . 
 
   And Kim Woo-jin walked into it . 
 
   ‘He’s a real weirdo . ’
 
   While Lee Jin-ah grumbled to himself, Kim Woo-jin kept moving forward . 
 
   [Hercules’ Ring]
 Rating: Legendary 
    
 Required Level: Level 1 or Higher 
    
 Description: This is the ring of the Great Hero Hercules . Increases power based on the number of accumulated achievements . 
    
 +10% Health when equipped 
    
 +10% Stamina when equipped 
    
 +10% Magic Power when equipped 
    
 When equipped additional stat points are added depending on the number of achievements 
   ‘The distance is narrowed a lot this time . ’
 
   The distance to Horus’ Golden Ring . 
 
   …
 
   Slurp!
 
   Oh Se-chan who’d just finished a cup of ramen, wipe the sweat off of his shiny bald head with a handkerchief . 
 
   “Burp!”
 
   Not long after, under the tired gazes of his subordinates, he let out a loud burp to signify the end of his meal . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘He can really have ramen for three meals a day…’
 
   ‘He is really someone who can drink even petrol as long as it’s free . ’
 
   The reason for their exasperation was that Oh Se-chan had stuck through to his words of having ramen as three meals a day . 
 
   One of the subordinates couldn’t help but exclaim . 
 
   “You’re really amazing . ”
 
   “Huh? Why?”
 
   “I didn’t know you could really have ramen for every meal . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan looked at them with a sullen expression . 
 
   “You guys said you won’t eat them so I have to eat them all . They have expiration dates on them don’t they?”
 
   The staff were again surprised at his words . 
 
   “So you’re really going to eat all of them?”
 
   “Of course! It’s free! What else do you expect me to do with them?”
 
   At the question, his subordinate made a bit of an embarrassed expression .  
 
   “That, I…thought that you would sell them . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   The subordinate’s words surprised Oh Se-chan . 
 
   “It’s ramen, so it can be sold at a reasonable price . Because the turnover is good . ”
 
   “Would it sell well if I put it on a website?”
 
   “Why don’t you just trade them for other ramen?”
 
   Of course the subordinate didn’t say those words seriously . 
 
   No matter who heard it, it was obviously a joke . 
 
   However, Oh Se-chan put on a shocked expression and covered his mouth with both hands . 
 
   “Oh my God, I missed such an amazing method…”
 
   His staff couldn’t even laugh as they saw him sighing and contemplating something that was supposed to be a joke . 
 
   Eventually one of them changed the subject . 
 
   “What will happen to Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah?”
 
   They mentioned Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah who had entered the dungeon . 
 
   To that question, Oh Se-chan responded calmly .  
 
   “What do you mean, that man is probably showing off his skills to the fullest . ”
 
   “Showing off his skills?”
 
   “Yeah, he’ll have to show off very well . ”
 
   As he said that, Oh Se-chan gave a smile . 
 
   “To the point where he’ll become a rising star . ”
 
   “Rising star…”
 
   “If something were to happen to the world’s ‘Savior’ he’ll be the one who will then take up the mantle . ”
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   This made the subordinates speechless .  
 
   Oh Se-chan continued smiling . 
 
   ‘It would be meaningless to end your debut without leaving an impression . ’
 
   He didn’t simply intend to clear the 3 Floor Dungeon as his debut . 
 
   No, it was even more important because it was his debut . 
 
   ‘You need to do a hat trick on your debut to become a superstar . ’
 
   This debut stage was never going to come again, so Kim Woo-jin and Oh Se-chan planned to engrave this debut into the memories of the world . 
 
   ‘We’ll take advantage of the Messiah Guild’s style this time . ’
 
   Isaac Ivanov would replace the Savior, Lee Se-jun . 
 
   ‘Well, it still wouldn’t be enough . ’
 
   Of course, this could be expected . 
 
   Compared to Lee Se-jun’s strength and presence, Kim Woo-jin was still lacking a bit . 
 
   ‘Dammit, at that time I should’ve recovered King Arthur’s Ring somehow . Now that it’s with the Great One Guild it’s virtually impossible to retrieve it . ’
 
   It was then . 
 
   “Yeouido Dungeon has been cleared!”
 
   Oh Se-chan stopped worrying as he heard his subordinate’s words . 
 
   “The attack is over…”
 
   Then as if he had something else to worry about, his expression hardened once again . 
 
   The atmosphere in the room also seemed tense because of his expression . 
 
   “I only have one question . ”
 
   In the serious atmosphere, Oh Se-chan turned to look at his subordinate . 
 
   “If Russian people like Bulgogi, would people send that as a gift too?”
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   The current era was one where only the players could put an end to this game that the world had been changed into . 
 
   In such an era, the ordinary people had no choice but to pay attention to the actions of the players, even if they might hate them . 
 
   For those players who had excellent skills, the attention placed on them was more than just interest, it became expectation . 
 
   And this expectation reached its peak when a talented, popular player, made their debut onto a higher floored dungeon . 
 
   The same was true for Isaac Ivanov’s 3 Floor dungeon debut . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov finally enters 3 Floors!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov begins climbing the stairs of hope!]
 
   Everyone in the world paid attention to his debut . 
 
   And at the same time, they were concerned . 
 
   – Isn’t it too dangerous?
 
   – It’s just a debut into 3 Floor dungeons, wouldn’t it have been enough to clear a D rank dungeon . 
 
   – Isn’t A+ rank too much?
 
   They were concerned by the fact that his debut stage was in a place that even veteran players might not be able to guarantee their life or death .  
 
   A+ rank dungeons were so difficult that even those who had graduated from that stage might not be able to guarantee their survival . 
 
   So they showed concern over this debut . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov has done it!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov announces the conquest of his 3 Floor dungeon debut!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov hunts the Golden Lion alone!] (TL: they always conveniently forget Lee Jin-ah…rip)
 
   But it seemed that 3 Floor dungeons wouldn’t be an obstacle in his path . 
 
   – Oh my God, he hunted the Golden Lion alone?
 
   – He’s seriously a monster . 
 
   In doing so, he proved . 
 
   – Not a monster, a savior . 
 
   That he deserved to be the hope for the new generation . 
 
   Everyone in the world began paying attention to Isaac Ivanov and began placing their expectations and hopes onto him . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, “The support from the Phoenix Guild was incredibly helpful . ”]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, “Thank you to the Korean Government and the citizens for allowing me to participate in the attack . ”]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, “Bulgogi is my favorite Korean dish . ”]
 
   Of course, everything that Isaac Ivanov said was the focus of everyone in the world . 
 
   – Bulgogi huh, Isaac really knows his stuff . 
 
   ㄴ I sent him Gwangyang Bulgogi . 
 
   ㄴ I’ll send Eonyang Bulgogi!
 
   ㄴ I’ll send Osam Bulgogi!
 
   (TL: As you may have guessed, these are all different styles of bulgogi made in different places, you can search for them if you’re interested in the differences)
 
   What he liked to eat had also become something that the people in the world were interested in . 
 
   So the world began to change with the advent of Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Among those changing, was Park Shin-hye and her . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Naomi Spell . ”
 
   While looking at Naomi Spell in a dark room, she appeared to be very different from usual . 
 
   The woman known to the world as the Goddess was nowhere to be seen . 
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “I had high expectations for you . And you’ve always exceeded my expectations . ”
 
   There was only a terrifyingly cold person . 
 
   In front of this Park Shin-hye, Naomi Spell couldn’t even raise her head, let alone look her in the eyes, like she used to . 
 
   “That was why I entrusted this task to you . ”
 
   “I-, I’m sorry . ”
 
   It was then . 
 
   Naomi’s expression was remorseful and slightly afraid as droplets of sweat dripped down her face . 
 
   “That’s why I will give you preferential treatment now . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “I will give you one more chance . ”
 
   At those words, Naomi Spell raised her head for the first time to look Park Shin-hye in the eyes . 
 
   However, Park Shin-hye’s expression was still the same . 
 
   She said that she would give her a second chance, but Park Shin-hye was still looking at her with a cold gaze . 
 
   In the same tone, she continued . 
 
   “This is a privilege that you will not receive again, so I pray for your success . ”
 
   In front of her, Naomi Spell bowed her head again . 
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   The world was beginning to change . 
 
   …
 
   In the officetel1 that was provided by the Phoenix Guild, Kim Woo-jin was finally checking . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin]
 Level: 64 
    
 Halo: Emissary of the Underworld 
    
 Stats: Health: (194+401) Stamina: (2+ 166) 
    
    
 
    
   
 Magic Power: (3+ 235) 
    
 Achievements: 49 
    
 Extra Points: 0 
   ‘I gained a lot from this dungeon . ’
 
   Of course, he was checking his gains from the Golden Lion Dungeon . 
 
   [Skeleton Warrior Mastery]
 Rank: EX 
    
 Effect: Enhances the ability of summoned Skeleton Soldiers and increases the number of skeletons that can be summoned . 
    
 Skeleton Soldier stats increased by 100% 
    
 Summonable Skeleton Soldiers +64 
   He’d leveled up and his skill had ranked up . 
 
   ‘The Heavenly Dragon Sword was also an unexpected gain . ’
 
   He had gotten two new legendary items . 
 
   And even that wasn’t the end . 
 
   ‘Then there’s the cost of the lives of the members of the Amazon Guild and the Great Ones Guild . ’
 
   Of course Kim Woo-jin knew that claiming that debt would not be easy . 
 
   But he wasn’t worried at all . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was determined to get all the money he wanted in any way possible . 
 
   ‘Somehow . ’
 
   If they didn’t give it to him willingly then he would have to take it away forcefully . 
 
   ‘They should give me at least one legendary for their lives . ’
 
   As Kim Woo-jin was planning how to get back his payment for the lives he saved, there was a sound . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Woowoong!
 
   Among Kim Woo-jin’s cellphones, the one that he’d had the longest began vibrating . 
 
   The caller was obvious . 
 
   “What’s up?”
 
   Because it was obvious, Kim Woo-jin didn’t bother greeting the caller before asking . 
 
   -The Skull Guild is moving . 
 
   Oh Se-chan also got to the point immediately . 
 
   – Half of the legendary items held by the Skull Guild have been moved to Japan and funds are constantly flowing out . The officials in the Skull Guild have all scattered . 
 
   When he heard the explanation, Kim Woo-jin immediately understood what had happened . 
 
   “They disbanded . ”
 
   – Right . 
 
   The Skull Guild that had been planted in South Korea by the Yamato Federation in a bid to occupy the Korean Peninsula .  
 
   It was a matter of significant importance . 
 
   The Yamato Federation’s desire for the Korean Peninsula was not something that could be understood using common sense, and it was through the Skull Guild that they intended to fulfill said desire . 
 
   This was why it was unusual that the Skull Guild had disbanded . 
 
   “The Yamato Federation could not have moved because they wanted to…”
 
   There was no reason for the Yamato Federation to dismantle the Skull Guild . 
 
   “Did the Messiah Guild make a move?”
 
   – Probably . 
 
   The only likely explanation was that the Messiah Guild had made a move . 
 
   “It looks like they really want to kill Park Yong-wan . ”
 
   In addition, it was highly likely that the reason was to kill Park Yong-wan . The reason for that conclusion was simple . 
 
   – This division was because of the Skull Guild . 
 
   From the Messiah Guild’s perspective, the conflict between the Skull Guild and Park Yong-wan were the start of this situation . 
 
   – Eventually it became bigger and the Frontier Guild got involved . 
 
   The conflict had intensified which caused Park Yong-wan to open his doors to the Frontier Guild, but now the Frontier Guild had become a problem . 
 
   – The problem is that the Frontier Guild is too big . 
 
   The problem was that the Frontier Guild wasn’t a guild that could be controlled easily, even for the Messiah Guild .  
 
   – In a sense, this was the right choice . 
 
   In other words, in this situation, it was better to deal with the Skull Guild, which could be seen as the cause of the problem . 
 
   After all it was impossible to catch anything with a tangled fishing line . 
 
   – In order for them to continue fishing, they had to organize the situation . 
 
   Conversely, the Messiah Guild had no intentions of giving up their hunt . 
 
   – It will be quiet for a while . But if the Messiah Guild decides to make a move against Park Yong-wan again…
 
   “I’m sure they will be even more prepared . ”
 
   The Messiah Guild will try to hunt Park Yong-wan after they’d made better preparations . 
 
   – Yeah, maybe they are preparing for harpooning instead of fishing .  
 
   They would make sure that they had prepared enough so that Park Yong-wan could not even struggle . 
 
   Sacrificing the Skull Guild now was part of it . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   – What are you going to do?
 
   In any case, Kim Woo-jin’s position was also bound to change when the situation shifted in this way . 
 
   – If the Skull Guild disappears then Park Yong-wan will lose his reason to keep you . 
 
   It was just as Oh Se-chan said . 
 
   So far, the only reason that Park Yong-wan truly kept Kim Woo-jin around was because of his unexpected use in the situation with the Skull Guild . 
 
   Moreover, the reason that Kim Woo-jin had been interested in Park Yong-wan was also because of his revenge against the Skull Guild . 
 
   The Skull Guild was actually the strongest connection between Park Yong-wan and Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was not worried about that . 
 
   “It’s just a matter of creating a new attraction . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan was even able to sell his own country for his benefit, it wasn’t hard to maintain a relationship with such a person . 
 
   – Will you shout ‘I am Isaac’ while wearing the skeleton mask?
 
   “Since Isaac Ivanov is known for his skeleton army, Kim Woo-jin will be known for poison . ”
 
   – Poison?
 
   Kim Woo-jin did not give an explanation after Oh Se-chan asked . 
 
   ‘Now it’s time to become the Poison King . ’
 
   He always thought it was better to show clear results than to give complex explanations . 
 
   “So is that the end of the story with the Skull Guild?”
 
   – We’ll have to observe the situation for a little longer, but at least it won’t be the Skull Guild that we know . 
 
   The conversation naturally reached its end . 
 
   – Then I’ve told you everything I had to say . I have to eat now . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   “I almost forgot something . ”
 
   – What? Are you going to give me a present?
 
   Kim Woo-jin added something to the conversation that was about to end . 
 
   “Send the ramen and choco pies to my house . ”
 
   – H-, huh?
 
   Oh Se-chan stuttered in fright at those sudden words . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin continued in a calm voice . 
 
   “The gifts that were sent to Isaac Ivanov, send them to me . In the meantime, the money for all the things you’ve eaten should be sent to my bank account . ”
 
   -Th-, that, what…
 
   “If you eat someone else’s gift, you have to pay the price for it . ”
 
   Silence followed Kim Woo-jin’s resolute words . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   – Brother! Are you not eating? It’s all cooked already! If you don’t come now, I’ll eat all this bulgogi!
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s voice could be heard from the other end, brimming with happiness .  
 
   Oh Se-chan shouted out as he heard that . 
 
   – W-, wait! Lee Jin-ah! Hey! Stop! Stop eating the bulgogi!
 
   “It’s 10,000 won per person . Keep it in mind . ”
 
   – Ten thousand won? W-, wait! Hey Mr . Kim!
 
   It was a shout that sounded more like crying . 
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   – Isaac Ivanov directly expresses his gratitude to the Phoenix Guild…
 
   In a room where the news was playing on a huge flat screen TV that looked incredibly expensive, Park Yong-wan handed a phone back to his secretary after he finished talking on it . 
 
   “The Frontier Guild has made another offer . ”
 
   As he did that, he briefly summarized the reason for the call to his secretary . 
 
   “They said that they will take care of the Skull Guild . ”
 
   The secretary looked surprised . 
 
   Park Yong-wan recalled the words that Naomi Spell had told him during the call a few moments ago . 
 
   She sincerely apologized and said that the Frontier Guild would repay the Phoenix Guild for what they had done . They would also take care of the Skull Guild, which was a thorn in the side of the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   “After bringing the Skull Guild’s master to me and apologizing they would have repaid their debts and would immediately cease their activities in Korea . ”
 
   The terms were very clear!
 
   “So did you accept the offer?”
 
   The secretary’s expression was a bit stiff as she continued . 
 
   “I’m sure that they’re up to something . ”
 
   The Frontier Guild’s conditions were so good that they were suspicious . 
 
   “Of course I know that . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan was also aware of that . 
 
   “But the thing that’s most important is the profits that I can gain immediately . No matter how I look there is nowhere that I can lose . Of course, the Frontier Guild would probably use this as an excuse to do something later…”
 
   It was impossible for the Frontier Guild to make such an offer purely out of goodwill, unless they had all become fools . 
 
   “But just because I don’t accept their offer doesn’t mean that the Frontier Guild wouldn’t still try something . ”
 
   And it had to be known that Frontier Guild was a much more powerful force than Park Yong-wan . 
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   “It’s better to take what they are offering . So I agreed . ”
 
   The reason he had accepted Naomi Spells offer . 
 
   Then his secretary asked another question . 
 
   “Then what about Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   “Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   “Wasn’t Kim Woo-jin one of the starting points of the war with the Skull Guild? I think he needs an explanation . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan shrugged at the mention of Kim Woo-jin’s name . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “It’s enough to explain it to him slowly . For example…that guy’s over level 50?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “Right, then this is what we’ll do . Get him a good party to help him make his debut in a 3 Floor Dungeon . That should take about half a month . By then the Skull Guild should have already been taken care of and if we inform him of it after he gets out then it should be fine . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan, who was speaking, gave a smile . 
 
   “Then if we give him some items and give him a high position, he will be satisfied . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan’s smile became brighter when he heard his secretary’s words . 
 
   “I feel sorry for him, but his best value was playing the role as bait for the Skull Guild . But in a situation where you no longer need bait, why would you continue to invest in it? If we want to make that kind of investment then we’d need someone who could shoulder our expectations like Isaac Ivanov right?”
 
   With those words, Park Yong-wan beckoned to his secretary . 
 
   “Then take care of it right away . Let’s call him in and make him debut in a 3 Floor Dungeon . As for the dungeon’s rank…a C rank would do . Give him some good guys . A C rank 3 Floor Dungeon might be dangerous for him . We should prevent him from dying on his debut as much as possible . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan’s eyes shined with greed . 
 
   …
 
   For every player, challenging a dungeon with more floors was a very special milestone . 
 
   But it was only special from their personal perspective and was not special to the rest of the world . 
 
   Like Isaac Ivanov, he was able to attract some attention before his debut, but he was only able to truly prove his worth after his debut .  
 
   Unlike Isaac Ivanov, the debuts that most normal players experienced was usually done under the guidance of other veteran players . 
 
   In other words players sometimes used the word ‘tour’ to describe their debuts . 
 
   “This guy must really have Mr . Park Yong-wan’s favor to have him ask us to help him in his 3 Floor debut . He dared to make us tour guides . ”
 
   “Right . ”
 
   Jeong Yeon-hong . 
 
   Despite her appearance which reminded one of a short-haired cat with her less than 150cm height and dwarf physique, she was in fact at level 74 and the leader of the group . 
 
   This type of mission was given to her, who was a renowned among the players in the Phoenix Guild who were at the 3 Floor dungeon stage . 
 
   “So what’s his name?”
 
   “His name is Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   The name of the subject was Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin…even his name sounds weak . ”
 
   “But I think he’s pretty good . The rumors say that he has cleared a few unresolved dungeons . ”
 
   “That’s funny . If he had those skills then he would’ve attacked the dungeon with his own strength . Look at me . I defeated the third floor’s dungeon boss during my debut without any help . ”
 
   To be honest, she didn’t like this task . 
 
   It was obvious . 
 
   “I guess you don’t like it . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Would you like cleaning up after your boss’ pet dog?”
 
   Being one of the best in the Phoenix Guild meant that she stood out even when compared to the entire Republic of Korea . She didn’t intend to play around with a player in a 3 Floor Dungeon just for a few dollars . 
 
   She was a skilled person who wanted to leave her mark on this world that had been transformed into a game . 
 
   “Anyway, since Park Yong-wan became the Guildmaster, he has become too political . We might as well go to the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   It would have been strange if such a talented person was satisfied with having to clean up after someone else . 
 
   “So what’s his halo and ability?”
 
   “His halo is Emissary of the Underworld and his abilities are based on poison . ”
 
   “Poison?”
 
   “He hunts based on his blood poison abilities . So he has no teammates . ”
 
   “Can’t he summon skeletons like Isaac?”
 
   “I’m not sure but there was no record of him summoning Skeleton Soldiers . ”
 
   “You mean he doesn’t even have a skeleton summoning skill?”
 
   “I don’t know . ”
 
   She had a strange expression as she heard this explanation . 
 
   “I can’t believe that that’s what he did with such a valuable halo . Anyway, so when is that guy coming?”
 
   It was then . 
 
   Vroom . (TL: it should be a weaker sound but the author’s sfx are like hieroglyphics)
 
   A light car entered the parking lot that was reserved for players . 
 
   Everyone’s attention was drawn to the vehicle as a man got off the vehicle that was now parked between two Mercedes-Benz Maybachs that were obviously expensive . 
 
   “Ah, he’s here . ”
 
   “The guy who just got off the light car?”
 
   “Yes . That’s Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   Jeong Yeon-hong’s expression changed as her subordinate confirmed that it was indeed Kim Woo-jin after checking his face . 
 
   “A light car…his attitude is good . ”
 
   The words she spoke stunned her men for a moment . 
 
   ‘Our boss is really cheap . ’
 
   …
 
   [Survive for 6 Days!]
 Floors: 3 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
    
 Difficulty: C- 
    
 Maximum number of entries: 70 
    
 Requirements: Level 75 or below 
    
 Conditions: Survive for 6 Days! 
    
 Reward: None 
   After reading the contents of the dungeon report, Kim Woo-jin only had one impression of the dungeon . 
 
   ‘This is a waste of time . ’
 
   It was a waste of time since this dungeon was too easy . 
 
   ‘If it’s a C- rank dungeon with 70 maximum entries…then it’s meaningless . ’
 
   It was only a C- rank dungeon with a maximum number of entries that was incredibly small for a 3 Floor dungeon . 
 
   ‘The players were actives . ’
 
   The key point here was the rank . 
 
   There were two main types of players that took part in 3 Floor Dungeons . 
 
   One paid more attention to their safety and most of these cases usually only took part in D rank dungeons and below . 
 
   On the other hand, if they had confidence in their skills and ability to keep going up, they would mainly target C rank dungeons . 
 
   They could maintain a high leveling speed and with C rank dungeons they were able to gain a sense of the atmosphere in higher ranked dungeons at the same time . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was routine for the active players in a guild to start at C ranked dungeons and then gradually move to B rank or A rank dungeons depending on the situation .  
 
   Therefore, the guilds usually assigned players to C rank dungeons first . 
 
   E rank dungeons were where the players who were afraid of danger would gather and C rank dungeons were where the players with skills gathered in preparation to target higher ranked dungeons after determining which one they could handle .  
 
   ‘I don’t know what to do about Park Yong-wan’s consideration . ’
 
   Of course this was Park Yong-wan’s consideration to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   He had given him the best guides so that he could safely experience a 3 Floor Dungeon . 
 
   But from Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, the problem was that it was not about the consideration . 
 
   ‘She’s the one I dislike the most . ’
 
   The problem was that Kim Woo-jin did not like the player who was set to be his guardian this time . 
 
   “Hey, you . ”
 
   Jeong Yeon-hong, Kim Woo-jin looked at her face while recalling memories from the past . 
 
   ‘I never thought we’d meet like this . ’
 
   Memories of the past when he’d trained her at the Messiah Guild to be a member of his team . 
 
   In his memory, Jeong Yeon-hong was a very talented player . 
 
   With the Silent Hunter as her halo, her bow skills were good enough to impress even Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘She’s really cheap . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin even recalled that she was a really cheap person .  
 
   Of course, there was something that was even more impressive . 
 
   “Let me give you some advice before we enter the dungeon . Don’t interfere . If you interfere, I’ll kill you . ”
 
   What was impressive was her personality . 
 
   ‘And she was one of the few who were trained by me that tried to kill me . ’
 
   Her personality was strong enough that even Kim Woo-jin would call it fierce . 
 
   ‘There were quite a few who couldn’t handle it during the training and tried to kill me a few times, but she was the only one who tried it four times . ’
 
   When she was training under Kim Woo-jin, she couldn’t take it and attacked him three times and even after getting beaten up three times, she tried again a fourth time .  
 
   Considering that the other players could not even look Kim Woo-jin in the eye after being beat by him twice, it was easy to understand her character . 
 
   Anyway, she was plainly advising Kim Woo-jin who was now under her protection .  
 
   “Unless you’re Isaac Ivanov, there’s nothing you can do in a 3 Floor dungeon . Understand?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin simply nodded without responding . 
 
   “Prepare to enter the dungeon!”
 
   And that is how Kim Woo-jin’s 3 Floor dungeon debut began . 
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   [Hunt 4,444 monsters to move to the next floor . ]
 
   The quest notification was heard by all the players as they entered the first floor of the dungeon . 
 
   “It’s monster hunting…wasn’t it monster hunting on the second floor of the Golden Lion Dungeon too?”
 
   When they heard the notification, the players began commenting . 
 
   “It’s a bit similar . Though the numbers aren’t similar . ”
 
   “Isaac Ivanov had to hunt 30,000 monsters right? That guy is a monster . ”
 
   “Monsters like that pop up every now and then . Come to think of it, isn’t there another monster rookie in Japan? That guy’s skill with a bow is no joke . I heard he has Wilhelm Tell’s1 bow . ”
 
   “You know, if we had legendary items, we’d be just as good . ”
 
   “Yeah and we can’t completely believe those Japanese . ”
 
   Most of the players seemed to have an acquaintance to talk to and that was usually the case . 
 
   Due to the difficulty of 3 Floor Dungeons, it was hard for a single guild to attack a dungeon exclusively . 
 
   Therefore, players who were active in 3 floor dungeons created gatherings of around 100 people from which they could then attack dungeons in groups . 
 
   This was also one of the reasons why Park Yong-wan had chosen Jeong Yeon-hong to take care of Kim Woo-jin as Kim Woo-jin would be able to join her group . 
 
   Of course that was all Park Yong-wan’s idea as Jeong Yeon-hong did not even think about adding Kim Woo-jin to her group . 
 
   And she had no intentions of concealing that . 
 
   “Let’s test your skills . ”
 
   She suddenly asked to test his skills which was clearly an unreasonable demand . 
 
   Usually such tests would be conducted before entering the dungeon . In addition, this was Kim Woo-jin’s debut in 3 Floor Dungeons . 
 
   He came here to gain experience, not to test his skills . 
 
   Of course, if Jeong Yeon-hong truly intended to get Kim Woo-jin’s help to clear the dungeon then it was necessary to test his skills, but it was clear to everyone what her attitude toward him was . 
 
   She had no intention of getting Kim Woo-jin’s help to clear the dungeon . 
 
   “Hunt some monsters . ”
 
   In other words, she didn’t really mean to test Kim Woo-jin’s skills .  
 
   It was just a trick to keep Kim Woo-jin out of the way . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “How many should I hunt?”
 
   Jeong Yeon-hong turned to look at him as if asking if he was talking to her . 
 
   “As much as you can . ”
 
   “Is there a time limit?”
 
   “Why? Can you fight all day?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered the sarcastic question . 
 
   “I need some time to prepare . ”
 
   …
 
   In Kim Woo-jin’s memory, there were two players among the top players who had the Emissary of the Underworld as their halo . 
 
   The King of Undead and the King of Poison . 
 
   The nickname ‘King’ showed that they were both respected and feared by even their enemies . 
 
   On one hand, their dispositions were different to the point of being to the extremes . 
 
   This wasn’t in regards to their personalities as humans . 
 
   Instead it was referring to their method of hunting . 
 
   The King of Undead was aggressive to the extreme . Rather than avoiding wars of attrition, his fighting style revolved around using extreme battles of attrition to wear down his enemies . 
 
   On the other hand the scariest thing about the King of Poison was when he decided to be defensive . 
 
   ‘I still remember . ’
 
   This was what Kim Woo-jin remembered . 
 
   Usually the King of Poison was also aggressive, but he wasn’t the most fearsome when he was being aggressive .  
 
   ‘It was when he was besieged . ’
 
   When he set up a space and covered it with all sorts of traps while waiting for the enemy to come to him . 
 
   That was when he was the scariest . 
 
   Even he couldn’t help but be a little scared . 
 
   ‘He would put them down from even the smallest scratch . ’
 
   As soon as one got a wound from a trap planted by the King of Poison, it was basically over . 
 
   It was better to just give up the idea of attacking the King of Poison the moment he had set up his own territory . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   ‘Compared to him, mine is still lacking a bit . ’
 
   The reason that Kim Woo-jin had covered his surroundings in traps . 
 
   Just as the King of Poisons did, Kim Woo-jin had set up a trap in his own territory . 
 
   It wasn’t a very large trap, nor was it too complex . 
 
   It was simply hiding arrowheads in the ground, inserting a blade between two trees or creating spike pits filled with sharp spears . 
 
   They were all traps aimed at making the monsters bleed . 
 
   ‘But it should still be enough for the first floor in a dungeon . ’
 
   Of course the placement of the traps was on a different level . 
 
   He was sure that it was impossible for anyone other than himself to come to where he was without a single scratch . 
 
   ‘It’s time to start . ’
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin didn’t hesitate to put the whistle that he was holding in his hand, to his lips . 
 
   Beeeep!
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s skill test had begun . 
 
   …
 
   “Let’s go!”
 
   Roar!
 
   The first floor of the dungeon, where the monster hunting had begun in earnest, was filled with the noise of battle . 
 
   Beeeeep!
 
   That’s why few people paid any attention to the sound that flew into their ears through the noise of battle . 
 
   “What was that? Was it a rescue signal?”
 
   “Wasn’t the sound different?”
 
   “If it’s not the formal signal then ignore it!”
 
   Even if it heard it, everyone just disregarded it because it was not the previously agreed upon signal . 
 
   Those who paid attention to it were those who had already finished their hunts and were cleaning up . 
 
   Three players were like that . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “What is that noise?”
 
   The three who had just finished hunting, turned their heads to the direction that the sound had come from . 
 
   “Shall we go check it out?”
 
   One of them asked this question, but a man with a large build and a bow on his back shook his head . 
 
   “No, let’s deal with this for now . ”
 
   With those words, the man threw a corpse into the pit he had dug . 
 
   “Cover it properly with the dirt . It’ll be difficult for us to get caught . ”
 
   The corpse was that of a player, not a monster . 
 
   When the corpses were all buried, the three men gathered once again . 
 
   Looking at his companions, the man spoke slowly . 
 
   “Our target this time is Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   There was a fearsome glimmer in the man’s eyes . 
 
   Giving his companions a horrifying stare, the man continued . 
 
   “There can be no failure as this is a direct command from Noda Heijiro . ”
 
   The other two nodded . 
 
   …
 
   Kim Woo-jin always believed that a certain dungeon strategy was the best for clearing dungeons, therefore he could say it clearly every time . 
 
   The best strategy in his opinion was to finish the hunt as fast as possible and move on to the next dungeon .  
 
   This was why he could confidently say . 
 
   ‘This is perfect . ’
 
   That his hunting style now was perfect . 
 
   And it was worth it for him to think so . 
 
   [The Blood Fog thickens . ]
 
   The fog began to spread among the trees in the forest as a result of the traps, Kim Woo-jin had virtually nothing to do . 
 
   Krrr!
 
   Kung! Kung!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Even if he just stayed still, the monsters would deliver themselves on their own two feet . 
 
   And on their own they would be poisoned by the blood fog .  
 
   That was it . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t need to hold a hilt in his hand, nor did he need to aim a bow . 
 
   All he had to do was clean up the bodies and replenish his blood using his vampiric skills . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your actions . ]
 
   [The rank of the Blood Fog skill has been increased by one . ]
 
   And savor the harvest that he gained in the process . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled while feeling a bit bored . 
 
   “He got another one . With that it’s surpassed 500 . ”
 
   “I didn’t think he meant using poison like this…he’s just sitting there and hunting monsters . Sit and catch . ”
 
   For those who were looking at Kim Woo-jin, it was truly a ridiculous scene . 
 
   “How the fuck is that bastard doing this?”
 
   Jeong Yeon-hong finally let out a swear as she looked at what was happening before her . 
 
   “Even if you ask us…”
 
   Of course there was no proper answer . 
 
   “Wasn’t it your boss who wanted to test him?”
 
   Above all the reason for the scene in front of them was none other than Jeong Yeon-hong . 
 
   She was the one who started this test so it would be weird if her subordinates said anything when she was the only one who could end this . 
 
   In the end, Jeong Yeon-hong made a decision . 
 
   “Go and tell him . ”
 
   “What should I say?”
 
   “What else should you say? Will you tell him that he failed?”
 
   A pass . 
 
   That was Jeong Yeon-hon’s answer to Kim Woo-jin . 
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   “I apologize for belittling you . ”
 
   At this time, not too long after the dungeon attack had commenced, Jeong Yeon-hong’s expression as she looked at Kim Woo-jin was very different from how it was before . 
 
   “You’re really good . ”
 
   The expression she was looking at him now with was one filled with anticipation . 
 
   She was sure that he would be a great help in this dungeon and in other dungeons in the future . 
 
   There was nothing particularly strange about that . 
 
   ‘He’s amazing . ’
 
   Those who knew how powerful Kim Woo-jin’s poison was would be able to immediately tell just how big of a help he would be in future dungeons . 
 
   Furthermore, poison was a rare ability that could not be obtained or replaced easily . 
 
   “With his poison and my bow skills we would be able to conquer 3 Floor Dungeons easily . ”
 
   In particular, Jeong Yeon-hong felt that the synergy between Kim Woo-jin’s ability and hers was good enough to be called a match made in heaven . 
 
   ‘I have to get him on my side somehow . ’
 
   As such, her expectations were high and at the same time they were strong enough to not collapse easily . It was to the point where it was practically impossible to break down the anticipation she felt . 
 
   Yet Kim Woo-jin managed to break her expectations with a short word . 
 
   “100,000 won . ”
 
   The crowd’s reaction to his sudden mention of money was naturally filled with doubt . 
 
   ‘What is he talking about?’
 
   ‘100,000 won?”
 
   Only Jeong Yeon-hong had a different reaction . 
 
   “What?”
 
   She frowned the moment that money was mentioned .  
 
   She didn’t really understand what he meant, but she reacted in such a way reflexively simply because money was involved . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin explained it properly for her . 
 
   “It’s the amount you need to pay for my poison if you want to use it . ”
 
   Only then did the group understand, and the moment they understood, they all turned to look at Jeong Yeon-hong with tense expressions . 
 
   ‘Ah, she’s going to kick his ass . ’
 
   In fact, there was nothing strange about Kim Woo-jin’s proposal . 
 
   “My poison is like a consumable . If someone uses their personal consumable items in a dungeon, isn’t it normal for the party or team to pay for it?”
 
   As Kim Woo-jin had said, the poison he used was his own blood . It was literally a consumable item that used his blood as collateral . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   If a consumable was used in a large variety of ways instead of just a single way, it was natural for it to cost a lot . 
 
   “Good . I’m going to give you money to use your gold like blood . ”
 
   That was why Jeong Yeon-hong could not deny this fact . 
 
   “30,000 won . ”
 
   However, she did not have any intentions of accepting the amount offered by Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled at her words . 
 
   ‘As expected . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was probably the one person who knew more about her than she did . 
 
   There was no way he didn’t know that she would not readily accept the amount that he had requested . 
 
   That’s why Kim Woo-jin negotiated . 
 
   “The difference in the amounts is too large . I’ll reduce it to 99,000 won . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin made a concession and took off 1,000 won . 
 
   Jeong Yeon-hong also made a concession . 
 
   “30,001 won . ” (TL: I literally choked when I saw this ㅋㅋㅋ) 
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin had a feeling . 
 
   ‘Crazy bitch . ’
 
   That Jeong Yeon-hong was much crazier than he originally thought . 
 
   …
 
   Even before the arrival of the King of Poison, players had understood the value of poison .  
 
   Therefore, poison items always sold at a higher price when compared to other items on a similar level . 
 
   And even before the advent of the game, throughout history mankind had made use of poison in various ways . 
 
   This meant that long term training or education was not necessary to actually use poison as a weapon . 
 
   Jeong Yeon-hong and her team showcased this fact perfectly . 
 
   “It’s a group of White Kobolds!”
 
   “There’s twenty-three of them! They are running over!”
 
   “Some of them have bows so be careful!”
 
   While facing a group of White Kobolds on the second floor of the dungeon, they efficiently made use of Kim Woo-jin’s poison as if they had used it before . 
 
   “The Kobold Warrior’s armor is broken!”
 
   The only difference was that they were now focusing on disarming and breaking the equipment of the monsters . 
 
   “It’s hurt!”
 
   “Prepare the poison weapon!”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   After disarming the monsters, they would poison them and after poisoning them, it wasn’t hard for them to finish off the weakened monsters . 
 
   It was to the extent that Kim Woo-jin did not have to point out anything or direct them . 
 
   ‘They are well trained . ’
 
   They had a good standard . 
 
   ‘Jeong Yeon-hong trained them properly . ’
 
   It was at that moment that Jeong Yeon-hong’s leadership ability truly shined .  
 
   But Jeong Yeon-hong was still not satisfied . 
 
   “Hey you bastards, save the poison! That’s 73,123 won!” (TL: she calls them bastards twice, but I don’t want it to seem redundant…also…such a specific number!)
 
   She repeatedly forced her subordinates to fight more efficiently .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin clicked his tongue at this scene . 
 
   ‘Poisonous bitch . ’
 
   The process of going from 30,000 won to 73,123 won in intervals of 1 won was enough to get a reaction out of even Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Anyway, as a result of Kim Woo-jin’s addition to the team, Jeong Yeon-hong and her subordinates were hunting the monsters at a far higher pace . 
 
   This naturally increased the overall pace of the dungeon attack . 
 
   “Found it! It’s the Black Troll!”
 
   So on the fifth day after they entered the dungeon, they were able to find the Black Troll which was the condition to clear the second floor of the dungeon . 
 
   The subsequent process was just as smooth . 
 
   “Don’t grab it yet, send the signal!”
 
   The party that found the Black Troll sent a signal and the other players began to gather around it . 
 
   “Now we can get some rest . ”
 
   “Let’s get some rest . Don’t we have to survive for 6 days on the third floor?”
 
   After they gathered, they did not immediately clear the second floor, instead they began preparing for the third floor . 
 
   They looked like veterans with no flaws to be found . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also could not find any flaws in their actions . 
 
   ‘56 people . ’
 
   Instead, Kim Woo-jin found a flaw in the number . 
 
   ‘11 people are missing . ’
 
   The maximum number of entries was 70 and 67 people had entered the dungeon this time . 
 
   But the number of people that had gathered now was only 56 . 
 
   As Kim Woo-jin had noticed, 11 people had disappeared . 
 
   ‘If they didn’t come to the clearing signal for the second floor then there is a high probability that they were dead . ’
 
   Moreover, most of the players in this dungeon knew each other . So if they did not come when they saw the signal, there could only be a problem with that person . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘It was not possible for this dungeon to kill 11 people . ’
 
   It was a number that was difficult to understand after considering how smooth the attack on the dungeon was going . 
 
   ‘There were no threatening monsters . ’
 
   Moreover, although there were many monsters in this dungeon, there were none that were very threatening . 
 
   ‘If there was a threat, it could only be a player . ’
 
   This meant that there could only be threatening players . 
 
   ‘I didn’t notice anything…’
 
   The important thing was that Kim Woo-jin did not notice anything beforehand . 
 
   The players were no fools . 
 
   Whether it was an open attack or an ambush, if they were faced with a crisis, they would send a rescue request right away .  
 
   And if they were actives in a 3 Floor Dungeon then they were more likely to send a signal right away . 
 
   In other words, the attackers were so good that they didn’t even give the players a chance to do so . 
 
   ‘They should be among those who disappeared . ’
 
   At that moment, in Kim Woo-jin’s mind, a list of all the players who entered the dungeon appeared and he quickly identified the 11 players who had disappeared . 
 
   ‘I’ll have to handle it . ’
 
   Little by little, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes began changing to that of a hunting dog . 
 
   …
 
   [The Black Troll has been slain . ]
 
   [Proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   Not long after slaying the Black Troll, the players appeared on the third floor of the dungeon . 
 
   [Survive for 6 days . ]
 
   As soon as they did, the notification for the conditions to clear the floor sounded in their ears . 
 
   Of course, everyone had expected these conditions . 
 
   “This is the last one . ”
 
   “We already checked the rations . Six days and this dungeon is over . ”
 
   In the first place, the players would have known that the third floor of the dungeon was a survival quest after seeing its name, so it would be strange if they started panicking now . 
 
   “Let’s hunt some monsters and raise our levels . ”
 
   “We only need to stay here for six days anyway . This is the perfect opportunity to do some level grinding . ”
 
   No, rather this was the reason that players picked survival quests in the first place . 
 
   Survival quest dungeons guaranteed more monsters to hunt than other quest dungeons . For these players who sought progress, this was a sweet stage filled with milk and honey . 
 
   This was the same for Jeong Yeon-hong . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Let’s pick from this mulberry dungeon . ”
 
   She too was burning with determination to get all the harvest that she could from the dungeon . 
 
   But it didn’t take long before those ideals began changing . 
 
   “Wait a minute! Hey, everyone, come here!”
 
   Now was the time when everyone was deciding where to build up an area to begin hunting monsters, but around that time, a player suddenly called for the other players to gather once again . 
 
   The players gathered and found what he wanted to show them . 
 
   “Does anyone know what kind of monster could make such a footprint?”
 
   It was a footprint that was at least 1 meter and seemed to come from a giant monster . 
 
   “I don’t know but…I’m sure it’s not a normal monster . ”
 
   As they looked at the footprint, a certain thought came to the minds of the players . 
 
   “Is it that this isn’t a quest with a large number of monsters, but that we have to survive the hunt of a boss monster?”
 
   “It’s Survival?”
 
   Survival . 
 
   This referred to quests which required surviving against a small group of powerful entities rather than a large number of monsters . 
 
   There was nothing strange about it . 
 
   In any case, they only needed to survive for a certain period of time, there was no difference if they were the target instead . 
 
   The quest itself only specified the duration and never specified whether it was against a large group of monsters or a few powerful monsters . 
 
   “Dammit, if it is…”
 
   The problem was that this type of survival quest was much more difficult than the rank of the dungeon . 
 
   “This is dangerous . This type of survival quest has a high clearance rate but low survival rate . ”
 
   And the death rates were very high . 
 
   Everyone’s expressions hardened as they made this conclusion .  
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin was the exception . 
 
   ‘If it’s a footprint of this size…it’s highly likely that it’s a White Troll . It’s a terrifying monster but nothing that can’t be caught with the abilities of the ones here . ’
 
   He immediately identified the owner of the footprint and he didn’t feel any threat from the monster . 
 
   ‘The problem is the disrupter . ’
 
   The problem was that there were people who would not allow the process to go smoothly . 
 
   As he realised that fact, Kim Woo-jin’s conclusion was simple . 
 
   ‘I have to deal with them first . ’
 
   The time had come for him to be a hunting dog . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but smile slightly . 
 
   ‘I hope it’s the Messiah Guild who are aiming for me . ’
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   The White Troll which appeared on the third floor and above, had two nicknames . 
 
   “I never thought we’d encounter white gold here . ”
 
   One of them was White Gold . 
 
   “The prices for them are no joke . ”
 
   “If you manage to hunt one, you could buy three or four unique items . ”
 
   The value of its body could be understood by the word ‘gold’ . 
 
   It’s blood did not differ from other Trolls when it came to its uses . It was its skin that people sought after . 
 
   Gel made from its skin had the ability to regenerate skin and flesh .  
 
   Of course, the value would not be so high if it was just for that potion .  
 
   That was because there were potions made from troll’s blood or players who had skills from the Prayer Statue halo were just as good . 
 
   “It’s not worth it to sell it . Even items that were about to get thrown away would be like new as long as you had it . ”
 
   The reason it was so expensive, was because the regenerative effects also worked for leather items as well . 
 
   In other words, if an armor made by monster leather was torn or damaged severely, the armor could be completely restored by applying the gel made from the White Troll’s skin to it . 
 
   “Even Dragon skin could be restored . ”
 
   Even if the item was created from the leather of a monster found on the sixth floor or higher, it was possible to be restored . 
 
   “It’s the same for legendary items as well . ”
 
   The range even included legendary items . 
 
   By this point, no one could ever dispute the incredibly high value of a White Troll . 
 
   The only problem was its second nickname . 
 
   “Damn, I can’t believe we just have to watch a treasure like that go . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “I’m glad to see it go . That’s a monster that even players over level 100 don’t want to face . ”
 
   “Right . That’s why it’s called the ‘Veteran Killer’ . ”
 
   Veteran Killer . 
 
   White Trolls were beasts who literally treated skilled players as prey .  
 
   “And they’re resistant to flames . So fire doesn’t work . ”
 
   “That’s not a troll . That’s something else covered in a Troll’s skin . ”
 
   This was because the intelligence that these creatures possessed, far surpassed that of ordinary Trolls . 
 
   The fearsome capabilities of an intelligent monster with the regeneration abilities and physique of a Troll were beyond common sense . 
 
   “It is impossible to hunt him using any ordinary method . ”
 
   That’s why veterans who were experienced in ordinary methods of hunting were treated as prey, even if they were powerful and equipped with powerful equipment . 
 
   “We can’t take it on . That’s for sure . ”
 
   That was why everyone who came to the third floor, including Jeong Yeon-hong, immediately gave up the thought of hunting the moment they realised that the one they had to face was a White Troll . 
 
   “We just need to do our best to survive 6 days while avoiding him somehow . ”
 
   They decided to survive while trying to avoid being prey, instead of actively going to hunt it . 
 
   “Do you understand Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   And she warned Kim Woo-jin as well . 
 
   “This time it will be hard for us to help you, so you’ll need to judge the situation and act accordingly . Don’t panic . ”
 
   They wouldn’t be able to act as guides, so he would need to protect himself .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered her question easily . 
 
   “I’ll take care of myself . ”
 
   And so began day one on the third floor . 
 
   …
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Day 1 on the third floor was quiet . 
 
   Players prepared for survival while exploring their surroundings . 
 
   “Scatter the monster corpses! Let the White Troll eat and fill its stomach!”
 
   “We need to use the monsters corpses to get rid of as much of our scents as we can . ”
 
   “Secure the escape route and look out for any movements from the White Troll . ”
 
   “Don’t forget to leave a signal for the other parties!”
 
   They made a lot of preparations . 
 
   And the White Troll gladly responded to their arrangements . 
 
   Crunch! Crunch!
 
   It happily ate the meal that the players had set out for it and later it took a rest as though it was satisfied . 
 
   It was a very calm day .  
 
   Roar!
 
   However, that calm was broken on the second day . 
 
   “Goddammit, now of all times!”
 
   “Dammit, he purposefully accepted our meal!”
 
   The White Troll had purposely spent the first day quietly .  
 
   He had used the day to search for all his new enemies . 
 
   He’d learned what kind of prey had entered his territory and what state they were in and just when they had begun to relax the tension they felt, he had started hunting them down in earnest . 
 
   “It really is a veteran killer . ”
 
   It was truly an admirable and clever strategy . 
 
   Of course that wasn’t the exclamation that came out of the party members of the Phoenix Guild, led by Jeong Yeon-hong, who had become the first targets of the White Troll . 
 
   “Fuck!”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Jeong Yeon-hong immediately gave an order to her subordinates after letting out that curse . 
 
   “Everybody scatter!”
 
   “Let’s meet again alive!”
 
   Like that, Jeong Yeon-hong’s party all scattered and ran away .  
 
   Someone might die as a result of this, but that outcome was still better than having everyone die . 
 
   Of course, the world that they had to face after scattering was not much better . 
 
   Being alone in a stage with all kinds of monsters besides the White Troll was no different from holding your breath underwater . 
 
   Doing it for one second was no problem, but one minutes was hard to bear . 
 
   Moreover, the other parties could not feel at ease simply because another party was being hunted at that moment . 
 
   “We could be next!”
 
   If Jeong Yeon-hon’s party ended up being defeated, then of course another party would have to bear the horror of being hunted . 
 
   Naturally the other parties were forced to desperately move away, increasing the tension they felt once again . 
 
   Roah!
 
   And now the White Troll began to show its true nature as it moved even more violently . 
 
   It was hell . 
 
   There was not one who seemed to be separated from this hell . 
 
   ‘The situation is getting more difficult . ’
 
   Yamazaki Takumi . 
 
   He, who was holding a large crossbow in his hand, was the only one who remained calm in the turmoil caused by the White Troll .  
 
   In the situation where everyone was running away hurriedly, he remained where he was while pondering his problem . 
 
   ‘It’s a White Troll!’
 
   Krrrr!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Even when the distance between him and the White Troll was no more than 10 meters, Yamazaki Takumi still maintained his composure . 
 
   ‘It won’t be easy to deal with Kim Woo-jin with him around . ’
 
   Rather than thinking about the White Troll, what he had in his mind was his own prey . 
 
   It was thanks to his Eraser skill and a cloak made from the leather of a Desert Chameleon that made it possible . 
 
   It was virtually impossible to find him when he used his Eraser skill which was able to erase the sounds and smells that he made, and the cloak of Desert Chameleon leather allowed him to camouflage with his surroundings . 
 
   ‘I’ll still wait . ’
 
   Moreover, he was patient . 
 
   He did not rush to hunt his prey, instead he had the patience to wait even for days until the prey entered the most optimal spot for him to hunt . 
 
   ‘One shot is all I need anyway . ’
 
   Additionally, he had Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow in his possession . 
 
   Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow had the mysterious ability to track a target as long as he managed to hit them once . 
 
   ‘Then it’s mission accomplished . ’
 
   This was the reason that Yamazaki Takumi was chosen as the final trump card to get rid of Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   In any case, his stealth was perfect . 
 
   Rather than the White Troll, even the Hunting Dog Kim Woo-jin before returning to the past would not have been able to find him easily . 
 
   But things were different now . 
 
   Puk!
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   A spear appeared behind Yamazaki Takumi, who was holding his breath in a hidden spot, and pierced his heart . 
 
   ‘H-, how?!”
 
   Surprised, Yamazaki Takumi turned his head to look behind him so that he could see who killed him . 
 
   The last thing he saw was Kim Woo-jin glaring at him with golden eyes . 
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   What did you need to create a more powerful hunting dog?
 
   To answer that question, some people would say the sharp teeth and claws of a lion, the running speed of a cheetah or the hard shell of a turtle . (TL:…I would say none of those things…)
 
   They weren’t wrong . 
 
   However, if you really want to create an even more powerful hound, there was something more effective than those . 
 
   If you gave a hunting dog the excellent eyes of a hawk, the performance of that hunting dog would increase dramatically .  
 
   No matter how good their sense of smell was, it was obviously less efficient for them to hunt using only that . 
 
   [Horus’ Eyes have closed . ]
 
   Giving Kim Woo-jin the Eyes of Horus did exactly that .  
 
   It was giving the eyes of a hawk to an already outstanding hunting dog . 
 
   ‘He was good, but he was unlucky . ’
 
   From Yamazaki Takumi’s perspective, he was really unlucky since, if it wasn’t for Horus’ Eyes, he would have been able to catch Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   If he had been able to let off even one shot, then he would have had an overwhelming advantage against Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘A Desert Chameleon Cloak and Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow…dangerous . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was the first to admit that . 
 
   ‘I never thought I would get Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow here . ’ (TL…we knew…the moment it was mentioned…)
 
   Kim Woo-jin was very familiar with Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow .  
 
   There was no way he couldn’t know about it . 
 
   [Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow]
 
   -Rating: Legendary
 
   -Physical Attack: 200
 
   -Required Level: Level 70 or higher
 
   -Description: The crossbow once used by renowned marksman Wilhelm Tell . Once a target has been hit once, no other arrow will miss . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   -Penetration increased in proportion to the user’s level
 
   -Attack Power increased in proportion to the user’s level
 
   -Activates Chaser Arrows after a direct hit
 
   ‘It’s a useless weapon unless it’s used by the God of Bows . ’
 
   It was because this was one of the weapons of none other than the God of Bows, Noda Heijiro .  
 
   ‘Because only the God of Bows could use it properly . ’
 
   The God of Bows himself rarely used Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow . Nevertheless, it was enough for the power of this weapon to be well known . 
 
   Of course, this powerful bow was not what was important at that moment . 
 
   ‘Anyway, there is a high possibility that he was sent by the God of Bows . ’
 
   The important part was that the person who had sent Yamazaki Takumi was likely to be the God of Bows himself .  
 
   ‘There are plenty of reasons to send him . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin had already killed one of the God of Bows’ students .  
 
   So from his point of view, Kim Woo-jin deserved to die . 
 
   The question was why he had chosen to hunt Kim Woo-jin at this time . 
 
   ‘The God of Bows usually cares about his students so it is possible . ’
 
   If it was the God of Bows that Kim Woo-jin remembered, then he would definitely do something like this to avenge his students . 
 
   ‘But Park Shin-hye wouldn’t do something like this . ’
 
   The problem was that there weren’t many reasons for the Messiah Guild to do something like this at this point . 
 
   ‘They barely managed to fix the problem by cutting off the Skull Guild so there’s no reason for them to do this . ’
 
   And Kim Woo-jin was sure that the Messiah Guild had cut off one of its tails, the Skull Guild, to deal with Park Yong-wan . 
 
   The Messiah Guild’s tails were certainly not few, but it would still be painful to cut one of them off . 
 
   They had already endured the pain and cut off their tail, in that situation, would they still do something like this?
 
   It would be good if they succeed . 
 
   ‘It doesn’t make a difference whether they kill me now or kill me in a few months . ’
 
   But the difference between killing Kim Woo-jin now and doing it later was not large . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘So why are they doing this?’
 
   However, the risk of failure was also very high . 
 
   If one considered the magnitude of risk that they would have to take into account in this current situation, then there was no reason for them to do it now . 
 
   ‘Was there internal conflict?’
 
   In other words, there was a possibility that the God of Bows was doing all of this on his own accord . 
 
   ‘Well, the God of Bows is the representative from the Japanese side . In the process of dismantling the Skull Guild, it is certain that the Yamato Federation will take some losses so from their perspective this could be a way of expressing their displeasure . ’
 
   And the current situation gave the God of Bows the perfect opportunity to get his revenge . 
 
   ‘First of all, if the Skull Guild retreated from Korea, he might not be able to do it even if he wanted to…this is his last chance to display his dissatisfaction . He probably thought that it would be impossible to fail after combining a cloak made from Desert Chameleon leather, the Eraser Skill and Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow . ’
 
   When he thought of that, Kim Woo-jin let out a smile . 
 
   ‘Although I can’t be sure from guessing…’
 
   With a smile still on his face, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes became black . 
 
   [Anubis’ Eyes have opened . ]
 
   ‘It would be great if that was really the case . ’
 
   With that final thought, Kim Woo-jin began to browse Yamazaki Takumi’s memories . 
 
   And at the same time, the smile on his lips became bigger . 
 
   …
 
   “Fuck! Oh fuck!”
 
   Jeong Yeon-hong’s face was much worse than the words she just uttered .  
 
   It was like watching the face of an angry cat . It was twisted to the point where it looked quite terrifying . 
 
   But there was no one who could say anything about how she looked . 
 
   She was making such a horrific expression because her situation didn’t give her any other options . 
 
   “Why did we have to be first dammit!”
 
   After discovering the White Troll, the players had made an agreement . 
 
   Run away as soon as you become a target, that way if you die, you die alone .  
 
   It was a method that was often used when being hunted by powerful monsters . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   If they moved in groups, when the monsters found them, didn’t that mean that the entire group would be killed?
 
   However for Jeong Yeon-hong who had become one of the first victims, that didn’t make her feel any better . 
 
   “How many were killed?”
 
   “We’ve confirmed that 2 people were caught by the Troll and 8 people were confirmed to be alive . Only 4 people have not been confirmed . ”
 
   At least 2 people had already been killed . 
 
   “That Troll bastard, I’m gonna rip off all his skin!”
 
   Her subordinates’ deaths drove her mad wishing that she could get revenge . 
 
   Nevertheless, no matter how angry she was, she would not act recklessly . If she had been such an emotional person in the first place then no one would have risked their lives to follow her into the dungeons . 
 
   “What about Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   Even in this situation, she was able to make clear calculations . 
 
   “What happened to him?”
 
   She wanted to know whether he was alive or dead . 
 
   The death of her subordinates was a tragedy, but in a sense, they had been prepared for such outcomes . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin was different . He didn’t come here ready to die from the beginning . 
 
   Jeong Yeon-hong and her party were responsible for saving Kim Woo-jin and helping him return to the outside . 
 
   “That…”
 
   Of course, rational judgment doesn’t always mean good results . 
 
   “I don’t know . ”
 
   “Is he among those unaccounted for?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “That’s the worst outcome . ”
 
   Jeong Yeon-hong smacked her own head at the bad news . 
 
   At that moment, a sense of regret flashed through her . 
 
   ‘If we had his poison, maybe we could hunt it . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   To be honest, when she’d first heard the news about the White Troll, the first thing that popped through her mind was Kim Woo-jin’s poison . 
 
   Everyone knew for a fact that physical and magical damage had reduced effectiveness against the White Troll . 
 
   So they gave up the idea of hunting it . 
 
   However, it was different with Kim Woo-jin’s poison . 
 
   White Trolls had high resilience, but their defense was not that high . 
 
   Nevertheless, it wouldn’t be easy to hunt it . 
 
   There was a chance that Kim Woo-jin’s poison would be able to help them defeat the Troll but as a leader it was best to avoid those situations where life and death were involved and the only chance to succeed was based on speculation . 
 
   That’s why she had put that option on the backburner . 
 
   ‘Please be alive . ’
 
   However, if Kim Woo-jin died, then the plan would go away forever . 
 
   Therefore, in many ways, the best outcome for Jeong Yeon-hong was for Kim Woo-jin to return to them alive . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   [There are 96 hours left . ]
 
   When the second and third days in hell had passed . 
 
   “It’s Kim Woo-jin . He’s back . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin appeared in front of Jeong Yeon-hong and her party . 
 
   “I want all the rights to the White Troll . ”
 
   And the moment he appeared, he made an offer . 
 
   “If you accept that, I’ll give you the poison you need to hunt the White Troll . ”
 
   Jeong Yeon-hong responded to his proposal with a smile . 
 
   “30 . 1% . Shall we go up by . 1%?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded to her question with a smile . 
 
   “The rights of the Troll add up to the cost of your lives . 1 billion won per person . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   “Hunting the White Troll would be the same as removing the threat from the dungeon, you should pay for your lives shouldn’t you? Ah, and I will raise it by 1 billion won every time, I don’t have the patience to go by 1 won like before . Now then, shall we negotiate?”
 
   It was the moment the real poisonous bastard had appeared . 
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   Clever hunters never rushed . 
 
   Whether they succeeded or failed, they would prepare for the next hunt without haste . 
 
   And that’s what the White Troll did . 
 
   The fact that it managed to catch two players in one hunt didn’t mean much . 
 
   Crunch! Crunch!
 
   It simply ate its prey while preparing for the next hunt . 
 
   This behaviour also stemmed from its confidence . 
 
   Crunch! Crunch!
 
   Confidence in the fact that the prey in its territory did not pose any threat to it . 
 
   It was the same confidence that a lion in the grasslands, who wasn’t afraid that a deer would attack him, had . 
 
   Krrr?
 
   Therefore the White Troll was confused when he saw his deer, the players, moving towards him instead of running away . 
 
   Of course, his confusion didn’t last long . 
 
   Krrr!
 
   Regardless of what they planned, the White Troll never expected the players to be able to severely hurt him . 
 
   Instead, this guy who had never encountered players before was interested in this prey that came to him on its own . 
 
   Swish!
 
   It was an arrow which flew through the trees with an eerie sound that changed that thought . 
 
   In a straight line instead of a parabola, the arrow flew the trees like a snake before digging deep into the Trolls face, right below its eye . 
 
   Puk!
 
   A bone-chilling sound could be heard as the arrow stuck into its flesh . 
 
   But that was the only sound . However, as the White Troll did not scream or react in any way to the arrow . 
 
   For the White Troll, there was no reason for him to scream over such an attack which was the equivalent of a scratch . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   But then he realised the problem . 
 
   The area where the arrow and stabbed him, which should have healed already, was instead turning black .  
 
   It was a completely unexpected event . 
 
   Krrr?
 
   The players received a notification while the White Troll in front of them was still unsure of what was happening . 
 
   [The White Troll has been afflicted by Blood Poison . ]
 
   The notification was the sign that Kim Woo-jin’s blood poison had taken effect . 
 
   Immediately after the notification was heard, other sounds began to fill the soon to be battlefield . 
 
   “Charge!”
 
   “Charge!”
 
   The battle began . 
 
   …
 
   Even if you are a very good player, your field of view is bound to narrow once you start fighting .  
 
   Roar!
 
   This was especially true for the tanks who had to deal with the monsters up close . 
 
   “Dammit it’s enormous . ”
 
   “Don’t try to block it, dodge! If you try to block you will get sent flying!”
 
   “It’s hard to even breathe right now . ”
 
   They were in situations where they had to give up their attention on everything else and focus on blocking or dodging the attacks from the monsters that they were facing . 
 
   That was why it was important to have someone with the ability to command take part in such battles . 
 
   The others wouldn’t know, but the commander would have to pay attention to the monster’s condition and the current situation before deciding what actions should be taken . 
 
   “His movements are getting faster!”
 
   And that was why Jeong Yeon-hong was the leader of her group . 
 
   “And there are many obstacles around Jeong-su . Tell him to get out of there immediately!”
 
   “Yes!”
 
   Even in the situation where she was constantly pulling the string of her bow, she paid attention to the White Troll’s status, assessed the situation of her teammates and commanded the group in real time . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘She’s not bad . ’
 
   Even in the eyes of Kim Woo-jin, her commanding skills weren’t bad . 
 
   ‘She deserves to be the leader . ’
 
   That was why there was no shortage of players who were willing to follow her even with her dirty personality . 
 
   ‘But it’s still not enough . ’
 
   Of course, it was only better when looking at it from an average point of view, but when looking at it from Kim Woo-jin’s standards, it was not satisfactory . 
 
   ‘It needs to be more natural . ’
 
   If her abilities were up to Kim Woo-jin’s standards at this point then she would not have had to suffer under him to such an extent in the future to the point where she tried to kill and got beaten four times . 
 
   ‘If they keep going like this then at least four people will die . ’
 
   That was why Kim Woo-jin was convinced that although they would defeat the troll, they would still pay a heavy price to do so . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin in the past would not have been concerned about it . 
 
   But it was different now . 
 
   ‘It’s time to stop pretending to be weak . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s purpose in this dungeon was to show Park Yong-wan his abilities and value and the current situation was the best way to do so . 
 
   “The more the poison accumulates, the less the Trolls physical ability will be . ”
 
   That was why Kim Woo-jin stepped forward . 
 
   “Then he will speed up his movements . ”
 
   “Speak clearly . ”
 
   “It means that he will reveal his full power . ”
 
   “Isn’t this his full power now?”
 
   “He’s a smart one . He knows how to leave some gas to accelerate at any time . Remember the first time he attacked us . How did he move?”
 
   Along with those words, Kim Woo-jin extended his hand toward Jeong Yeon-hong .  
 
   On his palm were arrowheads made using his blood weapon skill . 
 
   In that position, Kim Woo-jin continued . 
 
   “The moment he slows down will be the most dangerous moment . That is when you should retreat unconditionally . In particular, Lee Jin-soo, was injured in an attack from the troll two minutes ago, he just didn’t notice it because of the adrenaline in his system . You should get him off of the battlefield . ”
 
   When she heard his words, Jeong Yeon-hong stared at him for a moment before taking the arrowheads from his hand . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “You, bastard . ”
 
   After a short curse, Jeong Yeon-hong changed some of her arrowheads to the ones that she had just received
 
   “The lives of my team and me are very expensive, so you better take care of us . ”
 
   With that, she gave an order to her party . 
 
   “From now on, this guy is in charge!”
 
   After she said that, Kim Woo-jin also spoke . 
 
   “Then I’ll speak informally from now on . ”
 
   After saying that, Kim Woo-jin began to command the team with a cold but calm tone . 
 
   “Lee Jin-soo, get out of the battlefield, Lim Hye-sun, move to the front line . And Jo Joo-hyuk, shut up and focus on the battle . ”
 
   …
 
   There were many abilities that a commander needed to have .  
 
   Most importantly these abilities weren’t things that you could develop or acquire just because you wanted to . 
 
   It was only developed after you had the talent and was also lucky enough to survive tragic experiences . 
 
   In that sense, Jeong Yeon-hong and her team were quite lucky . 
 
   “His pace has changed . He’s losing his balance so we’ll retreat in a spiral . ”
 
   They were experiencing the best commanding that they could receive at this time .  
 
   “The poison has spread all over his body . ”
 
   So 49 minutes after the battle with the White Troll had begun . 
 
   Crash!
 
   The White Troll, a monster with the terrifying nickname, ‘Veteran Hunter’, fell to the ground . 
 
   [You have earned the achievement ‘White Troll Hunter’]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your abilities . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld has bestowed some power unto you . ]
 
   [The rank of the Blood Weapon skill has increased by one . ]
 
   On the third day after entering the third floor of the dungeon, the terrifying monster had been defeated . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was very surprising . 
 
   Wasn’t it just three days ago that everyone thought running away was their best chance at survival?
 
   It was like a group of deer hunting down a lion in the wild .  
 
   That was why . 
 
   ‘We got him?’
 
   ‘Did we really hunt a White Troll?’
 
   Even though the hunt was successful, the players were still in doubt instead of cheering their victory . 
 
   There was one more thing that surprised them even more . 
 
   ‘No one died?’
 
   ‘Is this even possible?’
 
   There were zero casualties . 
 
   In front of this fact, Jeong Yeon-hong, who had experienced all sorts of hardships, could not help but be surprised . 
 
   ‘Does this make sense? This is his debut isn’t it?’
 
   Above all this should be Kim Woo-jin’s first time attacking a 3 Floor Dungeon .  
 
   It was his first time entering the third floor and his first time facing a White Troll . 
 
   Yet he still saved everyone . 
 
   “Who are you?” (TL: or ‘What are you?’)
 
   That was the only question that came to Jeong Yeon-hong’s mind as she looked at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “We’ll talk about that outside the dungeon in three days . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin gave her a smile and a short response . (TL: Kim Woo-jin smiled at someone?!)
 
   “Then I look forward to our kind cooperation . ”
 
   This was the moment that the name Kim Woo-jin would become known to the world . 
 
   “Ah, and as promised, divide the troll’s corpse and store it in your inventories so that you can give it to me when we leave the dungeon . I’ll weigh it accurately so please don’t try to cheat me . I would also like my 1 billion won per person . The payment should be made within a week after we clear the dungeon, any later and you will incur interest . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   “And you have used my blood poison as a weapon 318 times . That is 73,123 won per use . ” 
 
   And it was a very, very well known moment . 
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   Woowoong . 
 
   Oh Se-chan’s face stiffened as soon as the flip phone began vibrating . 
 
   He knew what was coming . Oh Se-chan picked up the flip phone, opened it and pressed the call button . 
 
   “How was the dungeon attack?”
 
   The voice he used was much more serious than normal . 
 
   “It went well? That’s good . ”
 
   It was beyond the level of serious, it was grave . 
 
   “Before that, we need to talk about something important . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s demeanor caused the subordinates who were working around him, to stop what they were doing and stare at him . 
 
   ‘What the hell is going on?’
 
   ‘Why is he so serious?’
 
   Oh Se-chan’s subordinates knew that he was one of the boldest humans in the world . 
 
   He was a man who could still smile and laugh while easily handling situations that would crush ordinary people . 
 
   ‘Did something special happen?’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘What’s the problem?’
 
   That was why there was nothing more surprising than seeing him make such a serious expression . 
 
   This caused Oh Se-chan’s subordinates to feel incredibly nervous .  
 
   The atmosphere in the office naturally became filled with tension . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   Someone, who couldn’t handle how tense it was, gulped down some saliva .  
 
   In such an atmosphere, Oh Se-chan spoke once again . 
 
   “Can’t we just ignore the price of the Bulgogi and take it that you bought me a meal?”
 
   And just like that, the tension broke . 
 
   ‘Hey, really . ’
 
   ‘I knew it . ’
 
   ‘I’m an idiot for getting so nervous, an idiot . ’
 
   One of the subordinates sniffed in indignation . 
 
   Without realising any of this, Oh Se-chan continued . 
 
   “No, it isn’t right, is it? I’ve been paying for your meals all this while but you never bought food for me did you? Huh? So let’s just say that you bought some food for me this time and forget about it . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan, who was talking to Kim Woo-jin on the phone was as serious as ever . 
 
   “And 10,000 won per serving, isn’t that too much since there aren’t any side dishes? Of course, I’m only talking about my own meal . I’m not going to tell you what to do concerning what Lee Jin-ah ate . It’s okay to even take 100,000 won per serving from him .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Right, let’s do this . I’ll trick him into paying for 20 servings instead of 10 servings . After that, you’ll make 2 million . Just give me half of it . What do you think? Isn’t it a profitable business? Huh? What did you say?”
 
   The atmosphere of the conversation switched in an instant . 
 
   “Wait a minute, Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow? Did the Messiah Guild send an assassin after you? That can’t be right, can it? Park Shin-hye just cleaned up the Skull Guild recently so why would she…do that . Hold on . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan became one of interest instead of being troubled . 
 
   “Internal conflict broke out in the Messiah Guild?”
 
   As he pondered this, Oh Se-chan signalled for one of his subordinates to come to him before giving them an instruction . 
 
   “Collect all the up to date information on Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow, Yamazaki Takumi, the God of Bows and the Yamato Federation . ”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “Uh, right . Once the information has been confirmed, I will compile it and send it to you . Is there anything else that you need? Huh?”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s face stiffened once again, once he heard the words from the other side . 
 
   “What was that? You’re going to sell Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow to Park Yong-wan? What the hell is that supposed to mean?”
 
   He once again became the center of attention after saying those words with his hardened expression . 
 
   Soon after, Oh Se-chan ended the call and began tapping the flip phone against his shiny bald head . 
 
   One of his subordinates couldn’t help but ask him . 
 
   “What’s wrong?”
 
   At the question, Oh Se-chan turned his head and spoke . 
 
   “Spill information to Park Yong-wan under the name of Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “What information?”
 
   “That he’s looking for legendary class ranged weapons . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan gave a large smile . 
 
   “That bastard Kim Woo-jin is a real son of a bitch . ”
 
   …
 
   Personnel from the Dungeon Management Teams as well as soldiers always waited outside of a dungeon that was in progress . 
 
   However, from 3 Floor dungeons and up there was another team that was added to the group . 
 
   “No, I need to wait for the players to come out of the dungeon, how can I write the article if they haven’t come out? I will contact you when they come out . ”
 
   The other category was none other than reporters .  
 
   There was nothing strange about it . 
 
   Players who target 3 Floor Dungeons were at least level 60, this meant that their talent and the quality of their experiences were much higher than those of new players .  
 
   In addition, their influence and power in society as well as the actual power they wielded was different from others . 
 
   It was safe to say that they were superhuman and the interest that they garnered was obviously much higher than others . 
 
   “I finished discussing with the Phoenix Guild . As soon as Jeong Yeon-hong comes out, we will get an exclusive interview . Yes, I’m hanging up . ”
 
   Moreover, if the person was a powerful, yet cute character like Jeong Yeon-hong then their popularity would be unmatched . 
 
   “Ah, fuck you . Is there anyone who would want to stay here instead of going home?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Of course, it wasn’t a pleasant job for those journalists . 
 
   It would be strange if there was anyone who actually enjoyed staying outside a dungeon gate and waiting for who knows how long for a dungeon to be cleared . 
 
   “Anyway, that’s the problem with the bastards that only sit behind a desk and receive good treatment . They would never understand such things . ”
 
   This was the case for Jang Won-hee who spent an unpromising day outside of the dungeon gate . 
 
   “For Jeong Yeon-hong’s interview . ”
 
   Furthermore, Jang Won-hee knew what needed to be done . 
 
   “I’m gonna have to edit all of the interviews because of the swearing . ”
 
   Because Jeong Yeon-hong was known for being uncooperative in interviews after clearing a dungeon . 
 
   Nevertheless, the fact that there were so many reporters here meant that the players who had entered this dungeon were pretty well known . 
 
   Moreover, the reporters who were dedicated to following the stories of players knew . 
 
   No matter what unexpected situations might occur, news on dungeon attacks was one of the most requested types in this current era . 
 
   “It’s a player!”
 
   “It’s been cleared!”
 
   That’s why Jang Won-hee’s expression changed when he heard the shout . 
 
   “Okay . ”
 
   Unlike just a moment ago, he approached the dungeon with the eyes of a beast who had just found their prey . 
 
   “Take one, I’ll pack it into a nice package and sell it . ”
 
   Thirty minutes later, a name appeared in the portal search rankings list . 
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   There is a certain phenomenon . 
 
   People don’t pay much attention when someone is exceptional from the start .  
 
   However, when a person who was originally nothing does something exceptional, people pay a lot of attention to them . 
 
   That was the case with Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin of the Phoenix Guild successfully hunts a White Troll during his debut into 3 Floor Dungeons!]
 
   [Has the next generation ace of the Phoenix Guild appeared?!]
 
   Once he made his debut into 3 Floor Dungeons, he began to receive a lot of attention . 
 
   There were even reporters who were announcing his activities in real-time . 
 
   In addition, the White Troll that he faced was considered a disaster like monster by the players . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had shown something extraordinary when he had not done anything of the sort before . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin’s weapon is blood poison!]
 
   [Hunter’s poison presents a new attack strategy!]
 
   Blood Poison!
 
   It wasn’t just about the fact that he used poison which attracted the attention of the public, but the fact that he had used his own blood as poison . 
 
   [Is Kim Woo-jin the next generation talent fostered by Park Yong-wan?]
 
   [Is Kim Woo-jin Park Yong-wan’s secret weapon?]
 
   As soon as the information that he was a close confidant of Park Yong-wan was revealed, the public interest in him immediately increased . 
 
   In no time, Kim Woo-jin’s name spread across Korea . 
 
   -Kim Woo-jin? How amazing is this guy? Did he really hunt a White Troll during his debut?
 
   -It’s been a long time since such a good guy appeared . 
 
   -This is such a great debut . 
 
   -No, but didn’t he become famous too suddenly? Are they playing the media?
 
   Of course, there were some who felt that someone was excessively playing the press, but no one was really interested in this fact . 
 
   -Regardless of whether something like that is happening behind the scenes, you can’t deny that he’s skilled . 
 
   -Poisoning with his blood, another weird guy has appeared . 
 
   Regardless, everyone recognized that a remarkable player had appeared . 
 
   It was the same with Park Yong-wan . 
 
   However, he didn’t pay much attention to the fact that Kim Woo-jin was receiving a lot more attention from the media than he’d expected . 
 
   “Are you certain that the contents of this dungeon report are correct?”
 
   “I’ve checked with a number of players who participated in the dungeon . The content of the report is accurate . ”
 
   “He met a White Troll during his debut and hunted it successfully?”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   “And he took command as well?”
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   What was truly important to him was the things that Kim Woo-jin had really done in the dungeon . 
 
   “And that nasty bitch Jeong Yeon-hong actually followed his commands?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “And that cheapskate even paid him extra?”
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   It wasn’t just about the hunt either .  
 
   Looking at the report, it was as if Kim Woo-jin had done everything . 
 
   It was a situation that could only be described with one word, ‘carry’ . 
 
   “…I knew Kim Woo-jin wasn’t a normal guy, but I didn’t expect it to be this unbelievable . ”
 
   That was the important part . 
 
   No, that wasn’t the important part . 
 
   “I didn’t think Blood Poison could be so powerful . ”
 
   Whether he was able to clear the dungeons or not, it was the value of the player’s existence and the significance of that existence that mattered . 
 
   “If I knew it would become like this, I would’ve raised him properly . ”
 
   Because of this, Park Yong-wan had no choice but to acknowledge Kim Woo-jin at this point . 
 
   He was too good to just leave on the sidelines . 
 
   “I think we can make a deal with him now . ”
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin had already been placed on a leash by Park Yong-wan . 
 
   “Right, that’s why it’s such a headache . ”
 
   The problem was that he now wanted to bring home the dog he had raised in the field, with only a leash . 
 
   If he made a request, he had to listen to it and if he asked for a deal then he had to accept it . 
 
   That was why Park Yong-wan had no choice but to seriously consider the deal proposed by Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “I want to trade Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow…”
 
   Kim Woo-jin told him about an incident . 
 
   There was a group who attacked him in the dungeon, and one of them had the legendary weapon Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow . 
 
   He wanted to exchange the crossbow for a legendary item that Park Yong-wan had . 
 
   The deal was not something to be worried about .  
 
   If Park Yong-wan wanted to, he could have forcefully taken the legendary item from Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Will you accept Kim Woo-jin’s deal?”
 
   “I’ve decided to get along with him but I can’t give him what he wants easily can I?”
 
   But the problem was, as said earlier, Park Yong-wan wanted to make a deal with Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   So naturally, the deal had to be done normally . 
 
   Legendary for legendary . 
 
   In fact, the deal itself was not a loss for Park Yong-wan . 
 
   He had many kinds of legendary items and if he was speaking frankly, some of them were longer useful at his level . 
 
   “That item Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow…is not easy to use . ”
 
   However, it was also too much to say that Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow’s utility value was high . 
 
   The option of having arrows pursue the enemy was obviously great . 
 
   However, most of the players who used bows as their main weapons or those who had the Silent Hunter as their halos usually had two or three pursuit skills in their repertoire .  
 
   As the levels increased, Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow had a higher probability of becoming someone’s secondary weapon instead of a main weapon . 
 
   The most important thing was that the item had once belonged to those who were targeting Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “If you look at the situation, there is a high chance that the last attack was done by the Skull Guild . ”
 
   “That should be the case . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   When looking at this situation, there was a high chance that the group who attacked Kim Woo-jin belonged to the Skull Guild . 
 
   What would the Skull Guild do if they found that he was using their legendary items? 
 
   Of course, it was the Skull Guild’s fault . 
 
   But if they had been able to accept their fault and accept the consequences in the first place then they would not have launched this attack on Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Either way, if Kim Woo-jin uses it then they will go crazy again . ”
 
   The Skull Guild would definitely not let it go . 
 
   This was a troublesome situation for Park Yong-wan as well . 
 
   “I have to consider the big picture, but I don’t want to think about that right now . ”
 
   If he considered the big picture, then he should not provoke the Skull Guild after the situation had already been cleared once . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   “Wait . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan felt like a light bulb had lit up in his head . 
 
   “Isn’t Isaac Ivanov looking for a legendary item? A ranged weapon too . ” (TL: the best way to manipulate someone is to make them believe it was their idea)
 
   “Yes . We found out that they were secretly searching for one . ”
 
   “What if I gave Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow to Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   In contrast to his secretary’s confused expression, Park Yong-wan’s expression was pretty delighted . 
 
   “Wouldn’t they think that there is a close connection between me and Isaac Ivanov? At least the Skull Guild would . ”
 
   “That…”
 
   “Let’s make sure to hit the nail firmly with this opportunity . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan spoke as he rose to his feet, not intending to listen to anymore reports from his secretary at the moment . 
 
   “Call Kim Woo-jin . Let’s make a deal . ”
 
   …
 
   At the officetel where Kim Woo-jin was staying . 
 
   “Phew! you really get a lot of packages . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah came into the room with a bunch of boxes stacked to form a tower . 
 
   When he entered the room, the first thing that Lee Jin-ah saw was Kim Woo-jin, who was checking the items in another pile of boxes . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but click his tongue at this scene . 
 
   “Do you really intend to eat all of this?”
 
   The items in the boxes were none other than the gifts sent to Isaac Ivanov . Kim Woo-jin had taken back the things that Oh Se-chan had been keeping secretly . 
 
   “It’s up to me to decide whether I should eat them or sell them . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah breathed a long sigh when he saw that Kim Woo-jin was counting the items so carefully . (TL: You wouldn’t believe that Kim Woo-jin was a man with billions of won in assets lol)
 
   “Why am I surrounded by nutjobs…”
 
   Then Lee Jin-ah spoke as if he’d just remembered something . 
 
   “By the way, I heard that you were going to sell Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow to Park Yong-wan or something like that?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin simply nodded . 
 
   “And you intend to receive it as a gift in the name of Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   Again Kim Woo-jin nodded instead of answering . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah laughed as if he had just heard something ridiculous . 
 
   In fact, it was truly absurd . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “I’ve really never seen a guy like you before . ”
 
   If Park Yong-wan learned the truth, it wouldn’t be strange for him to fall to the ground while holding his neck . 
 
   “But will it really work? There is no guarantee that Park Yong-wan will give the gift to Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   When he heard Lee Jin-ah’s question, Kim Woo-jin simply explained to him in a calm voice . 
 
   “The plan is to make it work . If we were just relying on luck then there would be no need for a plan . ”
 
   It was then . 
 
   Woowoong . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s smartphone vibrated and after he saw the caller ID on the screen, he gave Lee Jin-ah a look . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah nodded, and immediately after that, Kim Woo-jin answered the phone . 
 
   “Yes, this is Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   The person on the other end of the call was none other than Park Yong-wan and the conversation between them was short . 
 
   After all, there was no reason to speak longer . 
 
   Kim had requested a deal and all that this was, was Park Yong-wan calling to confirm it .  
 
   When the call ended, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   “What did he say?”
 
   “Just as planned . ”
 
   “Oh? Really?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah looked surprised . 
 
   “But there was a condition . ”
 
   “Condition?”
 
   “He wants me to deliver the goods directly . ”
 
   “Directly? What? To whom?”
 
   At that question, Kim Woo-jin gave him a smile . 
 
   “They want me to meet Isaac Ivanov in person, deliver the item and leave evidence of it . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah made a ridiculous expression when he heard those words . 
 
   “What the hell are you talking about?”
 
   When Lee Jin-ah asked this question, Kim Woo-jin simply looked at him with a corner of his mouth raised instead of answering . 
 
   He’d known that Park Yong-wan would agree to the trade, but it was completely unexpected for him to offer to have him meet Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘Although he was just giving a legendary item and not anything else . He still wants to leave evidence of that transaction . ’
 
   Of course, it was obvious why Park Yong-wan wanted to do this . 
 
   For him, this was like putting his name tag in Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   And since he wanted to do this, then it was better to engrave his name rather than simply placing a name tag . 
 
   At the same time, this was a test . 
 
   ‘He expects me to negotiate with Isaac Ivanov to produce better results . ’
 
   It was a test to determine whether Kim Woo-jin was able to receive more from Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘He also expects me to work together with Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   Moreover, at the present time, both Isaac Ivanov and Kim Woo-jin had begun to attack 3 Floor Dungeons so Park Yong-wan had the expectation that they would be able to work together . 
 
   This was the answer that Park Yong-wan had come up with after thinking about it for a long time . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   In any case, it was not a problem that Kim Woo-jin had to worry about for long . 
 
   “So what did you decide to take from the deal?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin gave Lee Jin-ah a simple answer . 
 
   “Boar’s Shield . ” (TL: subject to change)
 
   “Boar’s Shield? Is it good?”
 
   “It’s not a bad item for a tank who fights on the frontline against powerful monsters . ”
 
   “Is that so? Sounds like a good item . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah did not respond further to Kim Woo-jin’s explanation as if he had lost all interest in the subject . (TL: he already knows)
 
   “Why does it feel cold all of a sudden?”
 
   He rubbed his arms as he felt a sudden chill throughout his body . 
 
   A smile was spread on Kim Woo-jin’s face . 
 
   In his head, he recalled Park Yong-wan’s orders . 
 
   He had told Kim Woo-jin to take the item to Isaac Ivanov directly and also to talk with him . 
 
   ‘I never would’ve thought that Osiris’ Ring is in his hands . ’
 
   He had Osiris’ Ring . 
 
   Park Yong-wan intended to throw an irresistible bait to Isaac Ivanov through Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, he couldn’t help but smile . 
 
   ‘Now that I know where it is, all I need to do is take it . ’
 
   As long as one knew where an item was, then there would be many ways for them to get their hands on it . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin didn’t need to worry about it too much at the moment .  
 
   “Now it’s time to collect the next debt . ”
 
   Instead, there was something else that had his attention .  
 
   “Next debt?”
 
   “The Great Ones and the Amazons, we have to get the fee for their lives . ”
 
   “Then…”
 
   Kim Woo-jin gave him the response that he was asking for . 
 
   “I’m going to San Francisco, USA . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s expression became a bit stiff as he asked another question . 
 
   “It’s not the dungeon that I think it is, is it?”
 
   “You’d be right . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s expression hardened even more as he heard that answer . 
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   Then at that moment, Kim Woo-jin exclaimed as if he had just remembered something . 
 
   “I made a mistake . That wasn’t it . ”
 
   “R-, right? Well, that dungeon is really too dangerous . It’s a place that even the Frontier Guild and the Great Ones Guild had to give up . Haha! You’ve got wit . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was immediately filled with relief .  
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin said something else to him . 
 
   “No, that’s not it, I meant my payment . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “The payment for the bulgogi, Oh Se-chan said you ate 19 servings on your own?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but stare at Kim Woo-jin, who was stretching out his hand as he said those words, with a blank gaze . 
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   It was 2023, four years after the world had been transformed into a game . 
 
   There were many changes in the world . However, there wasn’t a single person who thought that it had changed for the better . (TL: I think Lee Se-jun would disagree)
 
   Instead, most of the news from around the world was bad news . 
 
   The loss of government function caused by the arrival of monsters, the spike in crime rates, horrendous acts of terrorism…
 
   In all honesty, these pieces of news were not good at all . 
 
   [Park Yongwan, “Kim Woo-jin will lead the next generation together with Isaac Ivanov . ”]
 
   [Kim Woo-jin becomes Korea’s Next Generation Ace!]
 
   That’s why the flames created by Kim Woo-jin weren’t put out easily .  
 
   People, especially Koreans, were using their interest in Kim Woo-jin to forcefully turn their attention away from the miserable reality . 
 
   -Kim Woo-jin isn’t an ordinary guy . Are those records real?
 
   -Kuh! He takes out criminals . I like it! I’ll be this guy’s fan from now on . 
 
   -Finally, Korea has a player who can compare to Isaac Ivanov!
 
   -If you have Choco Pies for Isaac Ivanov, let’s send them to Kim Woo-jin! (TL: pfft)
 
   Of course, the public’s reactions were not all positive .  
 
   -No matter how good he is, isn’t it too much to compare him to Isaac Ivanov?
 
   -Right . And it’s not the Messiah Guild, it’s the Phoenix Guild, right? You suckers, bow your heads and reflect!
 
   -It’s obvious that the Phoenix Guild is making a media bubble . Sooner or later, the bubble will burst . 
 
   There were many negative reactions and this was to be expected . 
 
   No matter how much effort the Phoenix Guild put in to fix their image now, in the eyes of Koreans, the Phoenix Guild to which Kim Woo-jin belonged, was seen unfavourably while Isaac Ivanov, who was now being compared to Kim Woo-jin was considered to be Lee Se-jun’s successor .  
 
   -No, if you’re Korean, then you should root for Kim Woo-jin!
 
   ㄴIsn’t Isaac Ivanov an honorary Korean?
 
   ㄴCrazy Isaac fanboys, so if you eat choco pie that makes you Korean? Hey, all you Kim Woo-jin fans, let’s send him choco pies!
 
   ㄴIsaac likes Bulgogi too!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ㄴI’m sure Kim Woo-jin also likes Bulgogi!
 
   Naturally, there were arguments and these arguments became the firewood that made Kim Woo-jin’s fame burn hotter . 
 
   Of course, it didn’t last very long either . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s next stop is San Francisco!]
 
   [Is Isaac Ivanov going to challenge the Forest of the Dead?]
 
   The news that Isaac Ivanov was headed to the US consumed the world . 
 
   …
 
   In 2018, following the advent of the dungeon gates, monsters rushed into the world and there was unprecedented chaos . 
 
   Many feared that, were it to continue, the world might come to an end . 
 
   Most of those people had similar thoughts . 
 
   First, they thought that they had to go to America . This was how the US was seen by the rest of the world . 
 
   If the world comes to an end, it would be the last country to fall . 
 
   In fact, when the world became a game, the US had cleared up the chaos so quickly that other countries couldn’t hope to compare and so many people began heading toward it . 
 
   The same was true for the players . 
 
   A large number of talented players who appeared in unstable places like Africa, Eastern Europe, Central and South America, Southeast Asia, etc . , found many ways to declare themselves as US citizens, and of course, they were readily accepted . 
 
   It was at that moment, that no one could deny that the strongest nation had been born . 
 
   So the world said . 
 
   “There’s no need for the Messiah Guild in America . ”
 
   America had saved itself already, so they didn’t need a Savior . 
 
   These were not just words, in reality, the Messiah Guild could not exert much influence in the United States . 
 
   “Because there is no dungeon that America can’t clear . ”
 
   Even though there was no Messiah Guild, there were still many guilds in America that were capable of clearing dungeons . 
 
   At least that’s what the people in America believed and that was the pride of the American people . 
 
   “In fact, Great One and Frontier, these two guilds, have cleared many dungeons so far . ”
 
   The reason for that pride was the Great One Guild and Frontier Guild, the second and fifth largest guilds in the world . 
 
   With the support of the US government, they had targeted any dungeon that appeared on American soil . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Until that dungeon appeared in San Francisco . ”
 
   However, in February 2023, an A+ rank 3 Floor Dungeon ‘Forest of the Dead’ appeared in San Francisco, and problems arose when the two guilds failed to clear it . 
 
   “It was a painful failure . ”
 
   Of course, they were not discouraged by the failure to clear it . 
 
   In the first place, their pride came from their spirit of challenge, and not fearing failure . 
 
   “Even though both guilds joined together to attack…”
 
   The Great One Guild and the Frontier Guild tried to clear a dungeon while working together . 
 
   It was a moment where the two Guild Masters, who had been fiercely competing behind the scenes, shook hands . 
 
   “But they still failed . ” 
 
   The problem was that even though the guilds had improved their relationship, they still failed to clear the dungeon . 
 
   Of course, even that didn’t make the two guilds give up . 
 
   As soon as they failed, they began preparing for another attempt . 
 
   They risked their lives to protect America’s pride . 
 
   “Then the US government shut it down . ”
 
   But the US government stopped them . 
 
   This was a natural measure . 
 
   It would be strange if they let the two guilds, who had become the main forces in the country, risk their lives just to clear a 3 Floor Dungeon . 
 
   “It really hurt their pride . ”
 
   Anyway, this hurt America’s pride . 
 
   The Forest of the Dead was such a place . 
 
   It was the dungeon that had wounded the great America’s pride . 
 
   “Even if it wasn’t explained like that, you’ll know how damned that place is . ”
 
   This was the dungeon that Kim Woo-jin wanted to attack with Lee Jin-ah under the name of Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “Damn, even if you wanted to pick dungeons, why did it have to be this one?”
 
   That’s why Lee Jin-ah complained after Kim Woo-jin’s explanation . 
 
   Of course, there were no results yet . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “The US government guys are funny . Would they let Russians clear the dungeon that hurt their pride?”
 
   As Lee Jin-ah had said, the Forest of the Dead was the dungeon that had hurt America’s pride . 
 
   At the moment the US government was blocking the attack because they still intended to clear it themselves . So it wasn’t a dungeon that they were willing to give other countries a chance to attack . 
 
   What if it was a Russian? 
 
   “Life is expensive . ”
 
   So Kim Woo-jin used the prices of lives . 
 
   The Great One Guild members . 
 
   In exchange for their lives, Kim Woo-jin had requested the help from the Great One Guild . 
 
   He had requested them to help him attack the Forest of the Dead . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov’s name is also expensive . ”
 
   It was a deal that normally wouldn’t work, but the situation changed when Isaac Ivanov’s name was also included . 
 
   Could America truly deny the next generation savior who wanted to challenge a dungeon that they had failed numerous times?
 
   Even when he said he was willing to buy the opportunity in exchange for what he deserves?
 
   “And America is the country of heroes . ”
 
   How could a heroic country, not somewhere else, impose restrictions on heroes?
 
   At least, the United States that Kim Woo-jin knew would not be able to do this . 
 
   That was why he was convinced . 
 
   “The doors will open . ”
 
   They would surely give them the chance to attack the dungeon . 
 
   There was only one task left for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Sure, let’s say they open . Can you clear the dungeon? It’s a dungeon that two world class guilds collaborated to attack and failed . Undead monsters would surely appear in the Forest of the Dead . Isn’t that a bad match for you?”
 
   Could Kim Woo-jin clear the dungeon or not?
 
   In the face of this question, Kim Woo-jin didn’t need to think for long . 
 
   “So that’s what you’re worried about . ”
 
   “Am I right? Will it be difficult?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “It won’t be too difficult to deal with . You wouldn’t have to deal with undead monsters on the front line if it was anyway . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   “If you die, I’ll use you as a skeleton . ”
 
   “Fuck really, I won’t die! I’m not gonna die!”
 
   At this point, there was no 3 Floor Dungeon that Kim Woo-jin couldn’t clear . 
 
   Woowoong . 
 
   The news that they were waiting for finally came . 
 
   -Uh, I just got a response from the Great One Guild . 
 
   Oh Se-chan, who had handled the negotiations, brought the news . 
 
   “How did it go?”
 
   -It’s okay, but there’s a bit of a problem . 
 
   “Problem?”
 
   -Uh, So… they want to bet a prize . 
 
   “Prize?”
 
   -We’d give the prize to whoever clears the dungeon . It’s also at the legendary level . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled at those words . 
 
   “It seems they’re overflowing with confidence . ”
 
   Giving prizes to whoever cleared the dungeon, in other words, the Great One Guild were confident that they could clear the Forest of the Dead . 
 
   “They don’t even care about me . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov had been completely ignored . 
 
   That was the reason that Kim Woo-jin was smiling . 
 
   “So what’s the prize?”
 
   -That…
 
   Kim Woo-jin couldn’t keep the mocking smile on his lips after hearing Oh Se-chan’s words . 
 
   “Is it really that?”
 
   Instead, he could only ask in surprise . 
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   The two major guilds that were also considered America’s pride, the Great One Guild and the Frontier Guild, were surprisingly different . 
 
   Among their differences, the difference in the direction that they pursued was extreme . 
 
   While the Frontier Guild focused on expanding their outward appearance through pioneering and conquest, the Great One Guild, as the name suggested, focused more on qualitative growth . 
 
   The difference between the two guilds was clearly revealed when they failed to jointly clear the Forest of the Dead Dungeon . (TL: I’ll just call it Dead Forest dungeon from now on, although it’s not completely accurate)
 
   When they failed to clear it, the Frontier Guild immediately reduced the priority of the Dead Forest dungeon . 
 
   However, the Great One Guild was different . 
 
   After their failure, the Great One Guild made the Dead Forest dungeon their top priority and began making preparations to clear it . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov wants to attack the Dead Forest?”
 
   That was why the Guild Master of the Great One Guild, Carrie Roana, paid attention to everything related to the Dead Forest dungeon personally . 
 
   Trinity, who was one of the few players who dealt with spirits and who was considered to be comparable to the Savior Lee Se-jun, was the one who managed all of the 3 Floor Dungeons . 
 
   This was proof that the Great One Guild’s interest in the Dead Forest was much greater than believed . 
 
   “As payment for our men’s lives?”
 
   So of course Isaac Ivanov’s proposal went directly to her ears . 
 
   And the moment she heard it, she smiled . 
 
   “Excellent . ”
 
   She knew that the time had finally come . 
 
   “Everything’s coming together perfectly . ”
 
   As had been mentioned before, the Great One Guild had been constantly preparing to attack the Dead Forest Dungeon . 
 
   No, their preparations had long been complete . 
 
   The situation only required the go ahead from the US government . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “If Isaac Ivanov wants to attack the dungeon with such a reason, then the president can’t simply tell him no . ”
 
   In such a situation, there would need to be a very good reason to deny it . 
 
   “They will have to give Isaac Ivanov the permission to attack it and we will attack it together with him . ”
 
   She was planning to attack the dungeon together with Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Of course, the executives of the Great One Dungeon had different thoughts .  
 
   “Isaac Ivanov doesn’t know, but the government wouldn’t let us enter the dungeon so easily . ”
 
   “That’s right . Isn’t it because the government doesn’t want us and the Frontier Guild to lose resources?”
 
   “Under the assumption that we would be the only ones who would be affected, we’d never get permission . ”
 
   In the first place, the US government had stopped the attack on the Dead Forest dungeon because they doubted their ability to clear it . 
 
   The biggest reason for preventing the attack was because the consumption of resources was too high .  
 
   In such circumstances, the odds that the US government would authorize Isaac Ivanov’s attack on the dungeon was fairly high, but the odds of them authorizing the Great One Guild’s attack was unknown . 
 
   “The government is probably also wishing for Isaac Ivanov’s failure . ”
 
   No, instead it was highly probable that the US government would arrange for Isaac Ivanov to fail . 
 
   If even the Russian hero failed the dungeon, then the wounded pride of the American’s would recover a little . 
 
   The executives had all made good points . 
 
   However, she didn’t agonize for long on the proper decision to make .  
 
   “Then let’s increase the players in this game . We’ll invite other guilds to take part as well . Let’s call the Frontier Guild and the Messiah Guild, as well as all of those players who are at the 3 Floor stage . We’ll share all the risks .  
 
   If the game gets that big then we would have to take part as well wouldn’t we? After all our items are still in there . We can’t watch from the side and watch them get taken away . ”
 
   “Would it be as easy as you’re making it sound? Even if we do that, would the other guilds really be willing to risk it and challenge the Dead Forest?”
 
   Unless there was great merit to obtain, would the other guilds dare to take the risk?
 
   Even when she heard that, she spoke with confidence . 
 
   “Then we’ll make it a bet, for a prize . Then they would be willing to take the risk . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “A prize?”
 
   “We’ll offer King Arthur’s Ring as the prize . ” 
 
   Everyone in the room made startled expressions .  
 
   “The legendary item King Arthur’s Ring?”
 
   “How much would it cost to get it…”
 
   Faced with such a question, she simply shrugged . (TL: Author-sama…please tell us who ‘she’ is…)
 
   “It doesn’t matter . Because there would be no one there stronger than the ones we prepared for this dungeon . ”
 
   “Still…”
 
   “First of all, I said that we would offer King Arthur’s Ring as the prize, but I didn’t say that we wouldn’t use it . ”
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   At that moment, the executives nodded with realisation . 
 
   “We will give Ellis the ring and put her in the dungeon . So, that should be it right?”
 
   Everyone nodded . 
 
   “Then tell Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   She had a slightly fierce expression on her face as she continued . 
 
   “If it’s dangerous, we’ll save you, but make sure that you have enough money to pay for your life . ”
 
   …
 
   Glen Park, San Francisco . 
 
   In a neighbourhood lined with rural houses, a large, cube shaped, concrete building stood proudly . 
 
   In addition, a large amount of armed soldiers, who stood around the perimeter of the concrete building made it seem even more intense . 
 
   Of course, the thing that made this structure truly stand out was the spatial distortion known as a dungeon gate that was housed inside of it . 
 
   A man reached out to the dungeon gate .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Soon after, a screen (window) appeared before the man’s eyes . 
 
   [Forest of the Dead]
 
   – Floors: 3
 
   – Difficulty: A+
 
   – Maximum number of Entries: 199
 
   – Requirements: Level 81 or Lower
 
   – Conditions: Defeat the Master of the Dead!
 
   – Reward: Skill Stone (A)
 
   The man who finished checking the information of the dungeon, immediately removed his hand and turned to speak to the person beside him . 
 
   “I checked the dungeon information, there are no problems . ”
 
   When he heard that, the person beside the man also stretched their hand to check the dungeon’s information . 
 
   “All clear . ”
 
   These two men were none other than dungeon administrators . 
 
   They were responsible for ensuring that there weren’t any illegal intruders within the dungeon and if there were any changes to the dungeon’s status . 
 
   It wasn’t much . 
 
   Players could view the dungeon’s information by touching the dungeon gate, if there was an intruder, then you wouldn’t be able to obtain any information by touching the gate and you could only enter the dungeon . 
 
   It was as simple as checking whether water was hot or cold . 
 
   “Ugh . ”
 
   And frankly, it wasn’t something that needed to be checked often . 
 
   Once a day was enough for places like here where there were buildings and other forms of security measures were prepared . 
 
   “Why the hell do they want us to check every hour? Even temporary buildings were built to protect this place . ”
 
   This was the reason why Adam, a player who had given up the opportunity to attack dungeons and instead chose to manage them using his ability as a player, complained . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Heath, his colleague, responded simply to his complaints . 
 
   “What can we do about it? The affair this time is too big . ”
 
   As they were having this conversation, an incident that recently became well known around the world, came to their minds . 
 
   The Great One dungeon had put out a prize for the completion of the Dead Forest dungeon, that even the US had failed to clear!
 
   “The prize is legendary…”
 
   The prize was also a legendary item . 
 
   “It’s not just any legendary item . It’s King Arthur’s Ring, isn’t it?”
 
   Moreover, it wasn’t just any legendary item, but one of considerable value . 
 
   “It’s unbelievable . ”
 
   It was a major event that had never happened before and the world was inevitably surprised by it . 
 
   Sooner or later, players around the world who were active in 3 Floor dungeons would gather to attack this dungeon . 
 
   Of course, there were people who were curious about the situation . 
 
   “But the Great One Guild isn’t foolish, why would they set this sort of thing as a reward . ”
 
   Why did the Great One Guild do this?
 
   Was attacking the Dead Forest dungeon worth using King Arthur’s Ring, which they already had in their hands, as a reward?
 
   “Is it really to just attack the Dead Forest dungeon as the Great One Guild said?”
 
   To that question, the Great One Guild simply stated that they would do anything to clear the dungeon . 
 
   “Is that really the case?”
 
   Of course, no one fully believed their words . 
 
   “There must be another reason . ”
 
   Some people still had questions . 
 
   They wanted to know the true target of the Great One Guild . 
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   “Provocation?”
 
   When Lee Jin-ah asked this instead of answering, Kim Woo-jin simply nodded his head without answering . 
 
   “You mean they’re provoking us because they have a great purpose or planned something funny but because they think that they’re amazing and that they’ll win the prize they offered anyway?” (TL: this sentence was hell…)
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded again at Lee Jin-ah’s repeated questioning .  
 
   However, Lee Jin-ah kept going . 
 
   “So they’re treating you like air?“ (TL: The word he used was ‘좆밥’ but there is no good way to translate it while still capturing the meaning of the sentence . And no, google translate won’t get this one right . )
 
   It was a straightforward remark that came out so suddenly that it would make the listener frown subconsciously .  
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin just nodded his head without even changing his expression . 
 
   This was because there was nothing wrong with what Lee Jin-ah had said .  
 
   ‘It’s not wrong to say that they’re treating me as air . ’
 
   If the Great One Guild had considered Isaac Ivanov as a dangerous competitor then they would have never made such a bet . 
 
   ‘But they wouldn’t underestimate me . ’
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin didn’t believe that they thought he was a joke and underestimated him . 
 
   He couldn’t . 
 
   ‘There’s no way they don’t know my ability . ’
 
   During his debut, Isaac Ivanov had shown his skills when he faced off against the Golden Lion . 
 
   And the Great One Guild had been present at that time, which could be considered the starting point of this situation . 
 
   In such a situation, if the Great One Guild hadn’t already compiled a full list of his skills then they would not be in their current position . 
 
   Above all, the Great One Guild that Kim Woo-jin knew was a very meticulous guild . 
 
   ‘Rather they would evaluate Isaac Ivanov beyond what they’d seen . ’
 
   Rather than devaluing the qualifications and abilities that Isaac Ivanov had, the Great One Guild was a group that was meticulous enough to evaluate that there were probably things that he’d hidden . 
 
   Nevertheless, if they had come out in such a way, then there could only be one reason . 
 
   ‘It means they have something great . ’
 
   They had a hand that could not lose . 
 
   “Well, the members sure are impressive . Ellis was ranked 3rd among the players below level 100 this year wasn’t she? If she is also entering the dungeon then it would explain why they are so confident . ”
 
   One of those cards must be Ellis Highton, who Lee Jin-ah had just mentioned . 
 
   ‘Ellis Highton, a player who was talented enough to become Trinity’s successor . ’
 
   Even Kim Woo-jin would admit that she was a real talent . 
 
   ‘But I’m nervous . ’
 
   However, in Kim Woo-jin’s eyes, her fighting ability was no more than that of Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   In other words, it was almost impossible for them to bet King Arthur’s Ring with just their confidence in her . 
 
   ‘Even if they gave her King Arthur’s Ring…’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Even if the Great One Guild gave Ellis Highton King Arthur’s Ring, Kim Woo-jin didn’t believe that they would make such a bet . 
 
   ‘It would only be enough to surpass Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   Of course, the combined power of the two would be enough to surpass Isaac Ivanov, but Isaac Ivanov wasn’t the only other one that would be participating .  
 
   ‘It wouldn’t be enough to overwhelm the other competitors, including the Messiah Guild . ’
 
   If those were all they prepared, then it would be insufficient if Isaac Ivanov joined hands with the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘But if they still made the bet after considering all of these things, then there should be something else . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin knew . 
 
   There must be a more compelling reason for the Great One Guild to make such a bet . 
 
   ‘There must be something else . ’
 
   So Kim Woo-jin was anxious . 
 
   ‘This dungeon won’t be easy . ’
 
   Like the Great One Guild, he would never underestimate an enemy . 
 
   “But what have you been staring at all this time . ”
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin made preparations . 
 
   “I’m making a shopping list . ”
 
   “Shopping list?”
 
   “I think we’ll need to invest more to clear this dungeon . The number of skeletons that need to be summoned will probably be doubled . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but make a sound of surprise . 
 
   “Kya! You’re finally spending money!”
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin just tilted his head . 
 
   “Spending my money?”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   In response to Kim Woo-jin’s question, Lee Jin-ah also tilted his head . 
 
   “No, didn’t you say you were going shopping? Then you’ll have to spend money . Isn’t that shopping?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin gave a simple response to his question . 
 
   “I said I’m making a shopping list . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   At that moment, Lee Jin-ah shouted as he realised something . 
 
   “No way, Park Yong-wan?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t answer him, but Lee Jin-ah still stuck out his tongue as though he knew already . 
 
   “You’re really gonna suck out even the marrow . ”
 
   For the first time, Lee Jin-ah felt pity for Park Yong-wan since he had met Kim Woo-jin who seemed to want to eat him down to his bones . 
 
   “Park Yong-wan is so pitiful . He must have sold his country in his past life . Otherwise, there is no way that he could have met such a bastard . ”
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin still didn’t respond to Lee Jin-ah’s words . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘If you’re provoking me like this, I won’t let it go . ’
 
   At this moment, there was only one thing in Kim Woo-jin’s mind . 
 
   ‘I’ll definitely trample you . ’
 
   He was determined to put them in their place . 
 
   And so the day of the showdown arrived . 
 
   …
 
   November 19, 2023 . 
 
   The world which was filled with monsters, dungeon gates and the chaos caused by the players, had its attention focused on one place . 
 
   [It’s finally the decisive day in San Francisco!]
 
   [The nightmare known as the Forest of the Dead will come to an end!]
 
   Everyone was focused on San Francisco, where the Dead Forest dungeon was located . 
 
   They were looking on with anticipation . 
 
   -The prize is King Arthur’s Ring, that’s amazing . 
 
   -Who will clear it?
 
   -I hope the Messiah Guild does it . 
 
   ㄴWhat are you talking about? Of course, the Great One Guild will clear it . 
 
   Who would become the owner of the legendary King Arthur’s Ring, whose name alone was enough to show its extraordinary value?
 
   With that anticipation, the press and public became more and more excited as the time drew near . 
 
   However, the faces of the players who were going to participate in the Dead Forest dungeon were the opposite . 
 
   The 199 people who were going to participate for this ridiculous prize, who had been chosen and recognized by the world, had no excitement on their faces whatsoever . 
 
   “Hooo . ”
 
   “Relax, relax…”
 
   Rather the expressions of these players were all tense . 
 
   And above these looks of tension, was an extra layer of vigilance . 
 
   There was no conversation between them . 
 
   Those who didn’t know each other and even those who knew each other, they did not even look at each other . 
 
   No, it could be said that the moment their eyes met, it became a battle of wills . 
 
   ‘There are signs of failure everywhere . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked at this scene and couldn’t help but laugh inwardly . 
 
   ‘Well, a prize is a prize after all . ’
 
   The players’ reactions were naturally because of King Arthur’s Ring . 
 
   The stats for King Arthur’s Ring weren’t revealed, but the players were able to guess its value . 
 
   ‘Regardless, this is an opportunity to become the owner of a legendary item…’
 
   After all, the most likely beneficiary of the dungeon would be the one who received King Arthur’s Ring . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   They would be able to put the ring on their finger directly, instead of having to give it to their guild . 
 
   It was more than just that . 
 
   It was hard to obtain a legendary item, but it was even harder to use it . 
 
   ‘There probably won’t be any cooperation . ’
 
   So it was natural that harmony and cooperation between guilds would never be achieved under these circumstances . 
 
   ‘They’ll also compete internally . ’
 
   Furthermore, even if they were members of the same guild, the chances of them competing between themselves were also very high . 
 
   ‘If they cooperated it would be the worst case scenario . ’
 
   Nevertheless, if some guilds decided to work together then it was possible to get rid of the most powerful competition . 
 
   ‘Dullahan is by no means a weak monster . ’
 
   Moreover, the identity of the boss monster, the master of the Forest of the Dead was none other than Dullahan . 
 
   It was a terrifying monster . 
 
   ‘It’s the fourth most difficult monster that you can encounter in a 3 Floor Dungeon . ’
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, there were only three monsters that were stronger than a Dullahan in 3 Floor Dungeons . 
 
   This was why the Frontier Guild and the Great One Guild had failed even when they worked together to clear the dungeon . 
 
   Faced with such a monster, it was practically impossible to collaborate to defeat it . 
 
   ‘It’s nothing bad from my point of view . ’
 
   Of course, this was nothing bad for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   In any case, the Great One Guild would be the ones who received the most focus in this dungeon which would naturally cause the attention placed on Isaac Ivanov to reduce dramatically . 
 
   There was only one group who cared about him . 
 
   “Isaac, please give me an interview . ”
 
   “Isaac, this is your second attack . What is your goal?” (TL:…this reporter needs to get fired…)
 
   “Are you after King Arthur’s Ring?”
 
   Only the reporters were asking questions to Kim Woo-jin, who was away from the group . 
 
   Of course, the reporters knew . 
 
   It was virtually impossible to secure an interview with Isaac Ivanov and they might have a better chance talking to a wall .  
 
   Instead, they knew that what they were doing now was basically attacking Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   With less than an hour left till the attack on the dungeon, this time was more important than ever .  
 
   How could they not know that asking the player questions while they were preparing their minds for the dungeon would have an effect on that player?
 
   So some expected . 
 
   ‘It would be great if Isaac yelled nervously . ’
 
   ‘Isaac gets angry, not a bad title . ’
 
   That Isaac Ivanov would react anxiously to the reporter’s stimuli . 
 
   They hoped that they would cause a huge piece of news today . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “Wh-, what?”
 
   At that moment there were signs that that wish might come true . 
 
   “It’s Isaac!”
 
   Isaac Ivanov, who had been standing in the distance, began walking toward the reporters . 
 
   As a result, camera shutters began to sound out incessantly and the reporters’ voices steadily began to rise . 
 
   Before long, Isaac Ivanov was standing before the reporters as if waiting for a photo and pointed to one of the reporters . 
 
   “Yes!”
 
   The CNN reporter holding a microphone and their cameraman approached Isaac Ivanov without hesitation . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov, you called us forward . May I ask you a few questions?”
 
   Then they started the interview right away . 
 
   “There isn’t much time so I won’t be answering any questions . Instead, I have something I would like to say personally . Is that possible?”
 
   “Of course . ”
 
   In front of them, Isaac Ivanov skillfully spoke English into the microphone . 
 
   “First of all, I’d like to express my gratitude to the United States government for allowing us to challenge this dungeon . And I’d like to thank the Great One Guild for helping my proposal be approved .  
 
   Furthermore, I’d like to express my respect and gratitude for their decision to gather so many talented individuals by betting King Arthur’s Ring . ”
 
   It was a stereotypical remark, and because of that, the crowd didn’t really react to it much . 
 
   ‘Is that it?’
 
   ‘Did he come here just to say that?’
 
   Some were unhappy with the situations that wouldn’t even be able to make any headlines . 
 
   As the dissatisfaction steadily grew, Isaac Ivanov began taking an item out of his inventory . 
 
   Like magic, a large crossbow appeared from mid air . 
 
   “Recently, Mr . Park Yong-wan of the Phoenix Guild supported me with this valuable Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov, who was holding the crossbow in his hand, addressed the crowd . 
 
   “I will bet this crossbow on this dungeon as a prize . ”
 
   At that moment, the shutter sounds which had been sounding out continuously, stopped . 
 
   “D-, do you mean that you’re offering this legendary item as a prize?”
 
   Only the CNN reporter instinctively asked a question, to which Isaac Ivanov answered . 
 
   “Shouldn’t we give a prize to those who are risking their lives to attack this dungeon?”
 
   Only then did turmoil begin spreading through the group of reporters . 
 
   “I-, it’s a scoop!”
 
   “B-, breaking news!”
 
   In the face of the uproar, Isaac Ivanov only gave a smile . 
 
   It was at that moment one hour before their entry into the dungeon, that the situation became shaky . 
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   An hour before the start of the dungeon attack could be called the time when the players’ tension had reached its peak . 
 
   From this point on it was virtually impossible for them to give up their admission into the dungeon . 
 
   Of course, if they were to crawl on their knees and beg with tears in their eyes and snot running down their face, they would be able to leave, but the players who were able to apply to enter an A+ rank dungeon would rather die in the dungeon than do something like that . 
 
   It was at this critical moment that Kim Woo-jin had released a piece of news that was like a bomb . 
 
   This was the time when the players’ tension had reached the peak and they were beginning to sharpen their focus . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov has offered a legendary item as a prize!]
 
   [The legendary item turns out to be Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow!]
 
   Therefore the power of Kim Woo-jin’s explosive news was bound to have an even more destructive effect . (TL: tactical nuke)
 
   The media and public were immediately filled with turmoil . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov set off a bomb!”
 
   “Is there any data on Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow?”
 
   “I want an exclusive with Isaac Ivanov!”
 
   “What nonsense are you saying? There’s less than an hour till the dungeon attack! The dungeon attack is the main thing!”
 
   Faced with such an overwhelming situation, the media officials showed that they were unable to prioritize what was truly important . 
 
   -Isaac Ivanov called(1) .  
 
   -King Arthur’s Ring, Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow?
 
   -Then shouldn’t the other guilds also take out their legendaries?
 
   -They have to bring them out . If they’re scared then they can just roll away . 
 
   Public opinion began to burn hotter because of this sudden situation . 
 
   Of course, the ones who were feeling the worst were the nine guilds, including the Great One Guild who were participating in the attack . 
 
   They were forced to panic for a moment in the face of this ridiculous situation . 
 
   The shock of the situation even affected Oh Se-chan’s office . 
 
   “M-, Mr . Kim Woo-jin just offered the legendary item . ”
 
   One employee who was monitoring the situation in real time, informed the rest with a trembling voice . 
 
   Of course, everyone was shocked by the news . 
 
   Only Oh Se-chan had a different reaction . 
 
   “Such an amazing guy . ”
 
   Instead, he nodded his head as if he had expected such a situation .  
 
   “You knew about this?”
 
   Noticing this, a subordinate immediately asked him a question . 
 
   “Mhm . ”
 
   Then why didn’t he tell his staff when he knew about it from the start? 
 
   His staff all had expressions saying that they thought this question, but no one decided to ask it in the end . 
 
   “What’s the aim?”
 
   The most important thing right now wasn’t why he didn’t tell them about something so shocking, instead it was to find out the reason for it . 
 
   Oh Se-chan calmly answered the question . 
 
   “The first goal is to increase the pot(2) . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Pot?”
 
   “You don’t get it? This is a game of poker where the Great One Guild made a bet and Kim Woo-jin called it . Do you think those other guys will be able to stay out of it? And that the public wouldn’t have any reaction if they did?”
 
   After saying that, Oh Se-chan let out a laugh . 
 
   “Naturally the players will notice that the stakes are getting higher as they’re about to attack the dungeon . ”
 
   “What will change when they notice?”
 
   “The players who are participating in the Forest of the Dead dungeon attack this time are all psychos . ”
 
   “Psycho?”
 
   “That’s right, by the standards of the public, they all already have a large amount of money and fame, yet they still chose to participate in this dangerous dungeon . What would they do if the prize increased to two legendary items instead of one?”
 
   “They would somehow try to be the ones who managed to kill the final boss in the dungeon . ”
 
   “Right, they would compete even more fiercely with their competitors . So what would they do to win that competition?”
 
   “Race from the start?”
 
   Oh Se-chan nodded at the answer from his subordinate . 
 
   “The agreement stated that those who were the most active in the dungeon would be given priority to hunt the boss monster . ”
 
   Before the dungeon attack, the first thing that the 9 participating guilds agreed on was the sequence to attack the boss monster . They agreed to determine this sequence according to the level of activity during the first and second floors of the dungeon .  
 
   What was important here was their activity was relative .  
 
   If a person decided to suddenly sprint forward with all his strength, then the other would have no choice but to follow him . 
 
   “Everyone would have no choice but to reveal their hidden cards from the very first floor . ”
 
   In order to survive a competition that began like that, they would naturally have to take out what they had been hiding . 
 
   “The same is true for the Great One Guild . ”
 
   Among them, Kim Woo-jin was aiming to check the trump cards of the Great One Guild . 
 
   Of course, there was one more important part to all of this . 
 
   “But if he’s wrong wouldn’t that mean he was just throwing away a legendary item?”
 
   Would Kim Woo-jin be able to hunt the boss monster of this dungeon while facing off against so many strong competitors?
 
   Oh Se-chan laughed at his question . 
 
   “Well, it wouldn’t be a problem if Isaac Ivanov summoned double the skeletons that the guilds knew he could . Would it?”
 
   …
 
   [To move on to the next floor, slay 22,222 monsters . ]
 
   In a grey forest filled with fog, a notification announced to the players the conditions to move on to the next floor . 
 
   It was a distant objective . 
 
   However, there were no signs of frustration or surprise in the eyes of the players who had just received such an arduous task . 
 
   Rather it seemed like the eyes of those gathered became colder . 
 
   “Then move as we agreed before . ”
 
   In that coldness, a Frontier Guild member pointed in a direction as he said those words . 
 
   “We will go east . ”
 
   As soon as he said that, the 23 players from the Frontier Guild headed towards the east . 
 
   “We’ll head west . ”
 
   Next was the Messiah Guild . 
 
   22 players from the Messiah Guild headed west without hesitation . 
 
   Following that, the other players began moving in the directions that they had agreed to before entering the dungeon .  
 
   That was all . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   There was no conversation . 
 
   However, it wasn’t hard for them to figure out what the others were thinking . 
 
   Roar!
 
   Everyone became scattered in all directions, and before long, the sounds of fighting could be heard from all directions . 
 
   “It seems everyone is racing from the beginning . ”
 
   Hearing the sounds, Jackson, a player from the Great One Guild’s team, turned to ask a question to a blonde woman with pure white skin . 
 
   “What should we do?”
 
   He was instead given a bright smile and another question . 
 
   “What do you guys want to do?”
 
   When the members of the Great One Guild heard this question, they also gave bright smiles . 
 
   These smiles were the answers . 
 
   They’d be happy to take part in this race where everyone was sprinting at full force from the start . 
 
   “Right, then we can’t just sit here while the others around us are running . ”
 
   Ellis Highton also had the same answer as her subordinates . 
 
   “Inventory . ”
 
   After she opened her inventory window, she put her hand, upon which was a golden ring, into it . 
 
   Then she immediately pulled out a staff made from rough wood out of her inventory . 
 
   It was a roughly hewn staff with a turquoise gem embedded in the top . 
 
   As soon as the staff appeared, the color of her eyes began to change into a turquoise color that resembled the gem on the staff . 
 
   Following such a change, a notification sounded in her ear . 
 
   [Merlin’s Staff has increased your magic power . ]
 
   [King Arthur’s Ring makes the effects of Round Table items stronger . ]
 
   [Your magic power is filled and overflowing . ]
 
   Merlin’s Staff and King Arthur’s Ring . 
 
   This was the source of the Great One Guild’s confidence . 
 
   It was a well deserved source . 
 
   “We don’t need to wait for the second floor, let’s show them the difference between us here on the first floor . ”
 
   The halo of Ellis Highton, the woman who was currently wielding two powerful legendary items, was the Listener of All Creation, which made her a Spiritualist . This meant that as long as her magic power was enough, she would be able to display destructive power that those mages who had the Keeper of the Knowledge Fountain as their halo could never hope to compare to . 
 
   Moreover, she was not just a Spiritualist, but also the successor of Trinity who was known for using spirits of fire and ice in harmony . 
 
   “This is the strongest combination in this dungeon . ”
 
   Giving her never ending magic power would be the equivalent to installing a cheat in the eyes of the other players . 
 
   “Then should we hunt only 10,000?”
 
   So she didn’t care about any of the others . 
 
   And the same was true for the other members of the Great One Guild’s team . 
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “We should just hunt 20,000 . ”
 
   There was no reason for them to care about their ‘competition’ when they were supercars in different weight classes . 
 
   Of course, there was something they didn’t know .  
 
   Near to them was something covered in a Desert Chameleon Cloak and looking at them with golden eyes . 
 
   …
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Merlin’s Staff . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin who saw the scene through the Grim Reaper’s Mask narrowed his golden eyes slightly . 
 
   [Horus’s eyes have closed . ]
 
   When he opened his eyes again, their color had returned to normal . 
 
   However, his eyes were a bit colder than normal . 
 
   ‘Well, their confidence is warranted . ’
 
   They were bound to be cold . 
 
   ‘Because Merlin’s Staff and King Arthur’s Ring are…it’s hard for even players on the sixth floor to handle . ’
 
   Merlin’s Staff and King Arthur’s Ring .  
 
   These were two of the top ten items among the round table series in Kim Woo-jin’s memory . 
 
   Furthermore, the two items had a synergistic effect on each other . 
 
   To be precise, one of the effects of King Arthur’s Ring was to enhance the weapons in the Knights of Round Table series . 
 
   ‘But how does Ellis have Merlin’s Staff?’
 
   But the thing that made Kim Woo-jin’s gaze so cold was the fact that Ellis Highton had Merlin’s Staff in the first place . 
 
   ‘Didn’t Park Shin-hye own it from the start?’
 
   In Kim Woo-jin’s memory, Merlin’s Staff had always been an item owned by Park Shin-hye .  
 
   No, it was because she had Merlin’s Staff that she had such influence on the Knights of Round Table . 
 
   ‘It seems she’s reached out to the Great One Guild . ’
 
   In other words, there was a point of contact between the Messiah Guild and the Great One Guild that could not be ignored . 
 
   It seemed that the Messiah Guild also had some influence in this situation . 
 
   ‘Not bad . ’
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, this was actually an unexpected opportunity . 
 
   This was not strange nonsense . 
 
   ‘If I take Merlin’s Staff here then there will be no way for Park Shin-hye to influence the Knights of Round Table members in the future . ’
 
   As was mentioned earlier, Park Shin-hye was a member of the Knights of Round Table group and supported the group with Merlin’s Staff . 
 
   So what would happen if Merlin’s Staff ended up in Kim Woo-jin’s hands?
 
   It meant that it would be impossible for the Messiah Guild to control the Knights of the Round Table . 
 
   ‘If I only got a tail last time, then this time I will cut off a finger . ’
 
   The resulting blow would be much more powerful than any of the other attacks that Kim Woo-jin had launched against the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘I’ll need to get it in this dungeon somehow . ’
 
   Then Lee Jin-ah walked up to him and said . 
 
   “What do you want to do? The other guys are hunting monsters without looking back . Do we need to make a plan?”
 
   The remark reminded Kim Woo-jin of his original plan . 
 
   Originally, Kim Woo-jin was intending to watch the situation on the first floor . 
 
   His goal was to figure out where the confidence of the Great One Guild and the other guilds came from while hunting the monsters in moderation . 
 
   He had no intention of sprinting . 
 
   Furthermore, he felt that although the Great One Guild was so confident that there was no chance that they would be able to defeat the Dullahan so he’d felt that he would be able to kill it even without having priority over hunting the boss monster . 
 
   ‘Merlin’s Staff and King Arthur’s Ring are enough to defeat Dullahan . ’
 
   But now, from what Kim Woo-jin had seen, the Great One Guild had enough power to defeat the boss monster . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘I’ll need to get the priority . ’
 
   In other words, Kim Woo-jin needed to grab the priority to hunt the Dullahan first . 
 
   “We’re changing the plan . ”
 
   Therefore he had no choice but to change the plan . 
 
   “Change?”
 
   “Let’s sweep all the monsters on the first floor . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin was also prepared to sprint . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah clenched his fist when he heard this . 
 
   “Right, that’s how a man should be . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who was always complaining did not want to lose . 
 
   “The legend of the Immortal King Lee Jin-ah, starts today . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin turned to Lee Jin-ah who was drawing his grand plan and said . 
 
   “We’ll hunt 10,000 monsters on the first floor . ”
 
   “Right, we’ll hunt 10,000…huh?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who felt that he’d said something strange, suddenly stopped . 
 
   “The quest is to hunt 22,000 and you want to hunt 10,000? Didn’t you calculate something wrong?”
 
   “We’ll hunt 10,000 on the first floor and bet against the Great One Guild on the second floor . ”
 
   Faced with the question, Kim Woo-jin explained his plan instead of answering . 
 
   “Bet on the second floor? What the hell do you mean?”
 
   Only then did Kim Woo-jin answer . 
 
   “We’ll bet on an item . ”
 
   “W-, wait . Will they agree to that?”
 
   “That’s why we have to provoke them . ”
 
   “Provoke?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered Lee Jin-ah’s question . 
 
   “What the most annoying situation for a guy who’s driving a supercar car down the road?”
 
   “Being overtaken…ah!”
 
   Only then did Lee Jin-ah understand Kim Woo-jin’s intentions . 
 
   “I kinda understand…but is that even possible?”
 
   He understood, which was why he questioned it . 
 
   No matter how good Kim Woo-jin was, it didn’t easy for him to overtake the Great One Guild by himself . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin only had one thing to say to that . 
 
   “If it doesn’t work, we’ll make it work . ”
 
   Along with those words, Kim Woo-jin took a wooden shield from his inventory and threw it to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   It was the Boars’ Shield, a legendary item that Kim Woo-jin had gotten from Park Yong-wan . 
 
   “This? Isn’t this the Boars’ Shield? Why are you giving this to me?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who received the shield and asked that question, frowned when he realised something,
 
   “You’re not telling me to lure all the monsters are you?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded as though he was satisfied by his understanding . 
 
   “Now you’re getting it . ”
 
   “…Fuck . ”
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   Until they enter the dungeon gate, players don’t know exactly what’s inside a dungeon . 
 
   Therefore, players make various kinds of agreements before hitting the dungeon . 
 
   The same was true for the Forest of the Dead dungeon . The players who were participating in the dungeon had made agreements beforehand .  
 
   If the first floor of the dungeon had a monster hunting quest, then let’s choose our directions in advance so that their movements wouldn’t overlap .  
 
   So when the quest to hunt 22,222 monsters appeared, the players simply moved in their previously agreed directions without any disagreements . 
 
   But the agreements ended there . 
 
   There were specific agreements after that . 
 
   All they had to do was hunt as many monsters as they could before the quest ended, but there was no agreement on the method or process with which to hunt the monsters or any detailed movements . 
 
   It was impossible to agree in advance
 
   “Uh . ”
 
   “What’s that?”
 
   Therefore the members of the Great One Guild weren’t too surprised when they found a pile of monster corpses in front of them . 
 
   “Skeleton Soldiers?”
 
   And the Great One Guild’s members weren’t too surprised when they found a Skeleton Soldier standing among the corpses . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   “It’s Isaac!”
 
   They shouted out the name of the Skeleton Soldier’s master . 
 
   “It’s Isaac?”
 
   The cries drew Ellis Highton’s attention .  
 
   Ellis stepped out of the thick fog, her turquoise eyes seeming to pierce through it .  
 
   Behind her, hounds made up of spirits of Fire and Ice appeared one after the other .  
 
   Krrr . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The creatures growled eerily as they came from all directions out of the thick fog . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   At the same time, a large number of skeletons began appearing with flames burning in their eyes . 
 
   Then from among the skeletons, a person wearing a skeleton mask also appeared . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   Ellis Highton repeated the name of her opponent . 
 
   After she said the name, there was a deep silence .  
 
   The atmosphere was tense . 
 
   But there was no conflict . 
 
   “It looks like our paths manage to overlap . ”
 
   “Looks like it . ”
 
   The two only had a simple conversation without any hint of competitiveness . 
 
   As mentioned before, the only thing that they had agreed on, was the directions they were heading . There were no agreements about their process or subsequent movements since there was no way for them to agree on that . 
 
   In the first place, when hunting it was possible to change your direction while chasing a monster . 
 
   Instead, it was quite normal for the movement paths to overlap while tracking down monsters . 
 
   “I didn’t notice you because of the heavy fog . I would have said something if I’d seen you earlier . ”
 
   Furthermore, the first floor of the dungeon was covered in thick fog which reduced visibility considerably . 
 
   Therefore the situation where two parties met each other was inevitable . 
 
   “Well, it can’t be helped . ”
 
   After that small conversation, they went their separate ways . 
 
   Of course, the short conversation didn’t mean that they had no thoughts toward each other .  
 
   Rattle!
 
   This was evidenced by the fact that Ellis kept staring at Isaac Ivanov’s back as he disappeared with his skeleton soldiers .  
 
   No matter how one looked at it, her eyes were like a beast whose territory had been invaded . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was this moment that the fierce battle for territory began . 
 
   Spiritualist . 
 
   This was an expression that was conveniently used to classify players who had the Listener of All Things as their halo and their ability to communicate with spirits was literally in the name . 
 
   However, among the players, the evaluation of Spiritualists wasn’t very good .  
 
   There were several reasons for that . 
 
   Most Spiritualists could only make a contract with one type of spirit . They have excellent fighting abilities, but the consumption of their magic power to maintain that fighting ability was too high .  
 
   Apart from skill rank they also needed to be born with a high spirit affinity and they needed the ability to materialize their imagination . 
 
   In other words, there were too many conditions . 
 
   However, the combat ability of a spiritualist who was able to satisfy all of these conditions was so high that they were practically equal to five or six players who had the Keeper of the Knowledge Fountain as their halo . 
 
   It was Trinity, the Guild Master of the Great One Guild, who proved that fact . 
 
   With her own hands, she proved how terrifying a Spiritualist could be when they perfectly utilised three different types of spirits . 
 
   Hence the power of Ellis Highton who was called Trinity’s successor was already far above most players at the same level . 
 
   “Go!”
 
   And now she was showing that to the group of Orcs that she was facing . 
 
   Krrr!
 
   The spirits, who received her orders, rushed forward to have a fierce battle with the Orcs, together with the tanks . 
 
   Roar!
 
   Roar!
 
   The Orcs were confused by the appearance of these creatures and tried to attack them . 
 
   However, the Orcs attack on the creatures made of fire spirits was the same as hitting fire with a stick . 
 
   Whoosh!
 
   It was just like striking air . 
 
   However, the hounds bit the Orcs, slashed their arms, burned their skin and froze their souls . 
 
   Roar!
 
   This caused even the Orcs with strong wills to cry out in pain . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The Ellis shouted once more . 
 
   “Sacrifice!”
 
   Boom!
 
   After her shout, one of the spirit creatures exploded, creating a very chaotic battlefield . 
 
   It was as if a grenade had exploded . 
 
   But that was only the beginning . 
 
   “Sacrifice!”
 
   Boom!
 
   Afterwards, she detonated more of the spirit creatures that she’d created, including the ones that were still attached to the Orcs . 
 
   Naturally, that was the end of the battle . 
 
   “Stand back!”
 
   “Run away!”
 
   The other members of her team quickly escaped this ridiculous display of firepower . (TL: and reckless)
 
   When the battle was over, the members of the Great One Guild were greeted with the sight of a battlefield where not even a single complete corpse could be found . 
 
   “No matter how many times I see it, it scares me . ”
 
   It was as that person said, this level of destruction was beyond frightening . 
 
   “With this much firepower, not to mention 3 Floors, but even 4 Floor dungeons would not be a problem . ”
 
   ‘It’s not the best class, but it truly is overwhelming . ’
 
   This was why the faces of all the members present were stiff . 
 
   Of course, Ellis’ reaction was different . 
 
   She gave a bright smile when faced with the destruction she’d caused . (TL: Art…is an explosion…)
 
   ‘With the combination of King Arthur’s Ring and Merlin’s Staff, I could definitely challenge 4 Floor dungeons . ’
 
   In a world where strength was the ultimate truth and goal, there was no reason for her to be upset . 
 
   ‘The only one who managed to clear a 4 Floor before level 100 was…the Savior Lee Se-jun . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Furthermore, her control of herself enabled her to still keep the world’s strongest in mind .  
 
   After all, it was the strength she wanted to gain . 
 
   “Get ready to continue hunting!”
 
   Naturally, she urged her team to prepare for the next hunt . 
 
   She was trying to find victims to unleash an overflow of violence .  
 
   It was then . 
 
   Roar!
 
   A roar from a monster in the distance sounded in the ears of all the members from the Great One Guild . 
 
   “A battle!”
 
   “There’s a battle ahead!”
 
   There was no one there who couldn’t understand what those sounds meant . 
 
   Furthermore, the team had a good idea of who it might be . 
 
   They could guess it even in their sleep . 
 
   “I can’t believe Isaac Ivanov…”
 
   It was Isaac Ivanov because there were no other groups who managed to cross paths with them . 
 
   Furthermore, it wasn’t the first time that they’d heard these sounds . 
 
   “Wasn’t he hunting somewhere else a while ago? Is he hunting in front of us now?”
 
   “You’re saying he’s ahead of us?”
 
   “This is already the third…”
 
   It was the third time, not the first or the second . 
 
   In other words, this was the third time that Isaac Ivanov had overtaken the Great One Guild . 
 
   When their thoughts had reached to that point, the eyes of every member on the team turned to Ellis and they could see . 
 
   “Get ready for the next hunt . ”
 
   The gaze of a fierce beast . 
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   Day 2 of the Dungeon Attack . 
 
   [6,666 monsters have been hunted so far . ]
 
   The players, who were all hunting monsters, heard the notification which alerted them to their progress . 
 
   “It’s over 6,000 already?”
 
   And their first reaction was surprise . 
 
   “This hunting speed is no joke . ”
 
   199 players from 9 different guilds .  
 
   While this was not a small number, it was still surprising that they’d be able to hunt over 6,000 monsters by the second day . 
 
   Of course, it wasn’t just that they were surprised . 
 
   “This number…”
 
   Instead, when they heard the notification, the leaders from the various guilds began doing calculations in their heads . 
 
   ‘I’m afraid we’re lagging behind . ’ 
 
   ‘At our speed getting to the top ranks will be difficult . ’ 
 
   They were trying to see where they were positioned among the groups . 
 
   ‘The competition might be stiff but there is no reason for us to run ourselves ragged . ’
 
   ‘Well, I guess we’ll just give up on the first floor . ’
 
   After finishing their calculations, some of them decided to give up on the competition . 
 
   It was a smart choice . 
 
   Was there a need for them to take risks to catch up to the leading teams when they were already so far ahead?
 
   ‘There’s still the second floor . ’
 
   ‘Right now, the most important thing would be to conserve our power . ’
 
   ‘This is a place that has failed more than once . The most important thing would be to conserve our power . ’
 
   Moreover, this was an A+ rank dungeon that had been failed multiple times before .  
 
   No matter how valuable the rewards were, they couldn’t be greater than the cost of their lives . 
 
   Of course, not everyone thought that way . 
 
   “Boss, Isaac Ivanov is taking a break after hunting . ”
 
   Crik . 
 
   However, instead of responding to her subordinate’s report, Ellis Highton simply grit her teeth .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The sound caused the entire party to shut their mouths . 
 
   After meeting Isaac Ivanov, the Great One Guild’s team did not change their course . Rather, they even adjusted it a bit so that they were hunting monsters in the same direction as Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   They intended to overtake him and make him see only the corpses of the monsters that they left behind . 
 
   However, from the beginning, the Great One Guild’s team had never overtaken Isaac Ivanov .  
 
   Instead, they were the ones who were constantly being overtaken . 
 
   ‘This will be the sixth time . ’
 
   Not once, not twice, but six times!
 
   ‘How the hell?’
 
   In truth, it was hard for them to understand . 
 
   ‘His power is at the level that we expected . ’
 
   The Great One Guild had done full investigations to estimate Isaac Ivanov’s level of strength . 
 
   And the true ability that Isaac Ivanov showed coincided with what they had estimated . 
 
   ‘No, he’s even weaker than we expected . ’
 
   If you wanted to be accurate, then from what they had seen, Isaac Ivanov’s true power was actually lower than the estimation made by the guild . 
 
   Usually, when measuring someone’s strength, it was better to overestimate them to some extent .  
 
   ‘We’re much stronger . ’
 
   Combined with the destructive powers of a monster like Ellis Highton, the Great One Guild’s team of elites were much more powerful than Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   But somehow it seemed like the longer they hunted, the wider the gap between the two groups . 
 
   Of course, it could just be a coincidence . 
 
   “He must be really lucky . They’re only meeting weak monsters . ”
 
   For example, if Isaac Ivanov’s group only met with weak or small groups of monsters, then it was no wonder why they were so far ahead . 
 
   In the first place, the Great One Guild’s team wasn’t moving the exact same route as Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   They were only going in similar directions .  
 
   “So?”
 
   However, in the eyes of the Great One Guild’s team, even if that was really the case, they would not simply allow it to continue . 
 
   “Are we going to let him stay in front of us just because he’s lucky?”
 
   “…sorry . ”
 
   It was still an unacceptable situation . 
 
   “You said he’s resting ahead of us right?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “Good, then we’ll take a break too . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Although they could have chosen to hunt more monsters while Isaac Ivanov was resting and widening the distance between them, Ellis did not choose to do this . 
 
   Instead, at that moment, she made up her mind . 
 
   “It would be better to rest while he is resting . Let’s go say hello again . ”
 
   She was getting ready to have a proper race with Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   …
 
   “You’re hunting quite diligently . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin was not surprised when the members of the Great One Guild walked out of the thick fog . 
 
   ‘A bite . ’
 
   There was no reason for him to be surprised when the fish started biting the baited hook . 
 
   It was intentional . 
 
   From the beginning, Kim Woo-jin had been hunting monsters in front of them with the intention of catching their attention . 
 
   “You’re as amazing as the rumors say . What’s your secret?”
 
   “I was just lucky . ”
 
   In fact, the power of the Skeleton Soldiers that Kim Woo-jin had summoned was indeed behind that of the Great One Guild’s team . 
 
   The Great One Guild’s judgement was correct . 
 
   ‘It’s all thanks to Lee Jin-ah . ’
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin was able to maintain the lead because of the plan he had made with Lee Jin-ah beforehand . 
 
   To put it simply, Kim Woo-jin was eating at a table prepared by Lee Jin-ah while the Great One Guild’s team was still setting up their table . 
 
   Even if the Great One Guild ate fast, they would still be unable to catch up to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘Lee Jin-ah is the only tank who can lure monsters in such a way . ’
 
   Of course, this wasn’t a method that ordinary players would dare to try . 
 
   No, they would specifically list it as a method that they would never try . 
 
   No matter how good a tank is, they could not stand up to dozens of monsters . 
 
   Therefore, the Great One Guild’s team didn’t even dare to imagine such a method . 
 
   “It must be nice to be lucky . ”
 
   However, they were still wondering if there was something else that Isaac Ivanov did not tell them about . 
 
   That’s why the members of the team were staring at Kim Woo-jin and his Skeleton Soldiers with wide eyes . 
 
   ‘There’s definitely something else . ’
 
   ‘Is it an item? No, it must be something else . ’
 
   Therefore, they stared at Isaac Ivanov, hoping to find a clue to what it might be . 
 
   They were so blatant that Kim Woo-jin was able to figure out their intentions without even having to think about it . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “If I’m in the way, I’ll go hunt somewhere else . ”
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin gave them an offer . 
 
   “What?”
 
   Ellis Highton, who was subtly inspecting Kim Woo-jin’s items, frowned at his words . 
 
   “If you’re having issues hunting monsters because of me then I’ll go to another place . ”
 
   It was said in a very polite tone . 
 
   ‘This bastard…’
 
   However, his words were enough to cut deeply into the pride of the Great One Guild’s team members . 
 
   After all, wasn’t Isaac Ivanov saying that he would basically pander to them?
 
   “That won’t be necessary . ”
 
   Of course, there were no signs of these thoughts on Ellis Highton’s face as she responded naturally . 
 
   “We need to hunt monsters anyway, so if you manage to hunt a lot of them then it’s better for all of us . ”
 
   Furthermore, Ellis Highton struggled to act like it was okay . 
 
   ‘She’s taking it better than I expected . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin laughed inwardly at her mixed expression . 
 
   This was because Ellis Highton did not have a patient personality . This was a fact that was not just known to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   At this point, almost everyone knew that she had an extremely high level of competitiveness . 
 
   In fact, it was one of the most basic conditions to become one of the best players . 
 
   They all desired to be stronger than everyone else and they hated losing .  
 
   ‘Well, she should be at her limit now . ’
 
   What’s more, for Ellis Highton, this dungeon was like a birthday party . A party where everything was organized just for her . 
 
   ‘Maybe I can make her explode now . ’
 
   Isaac Ivanov, the main culprit for ruining her party, then spoke . 
 
   “The ring that you’re wearing, is that King Arthur’s Ring?”
 
   “What?’
 
   “If that is it, could you show me the properties of the item?”
 
   Ellis Highton’s expression changed at those words . 
 
   It was like her face had been cooled with ice .  
 
   Her voice was the same . 
 
   “You’re full of confidence . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   There was no emotion mixed into her voice when she said these words, so they sounded rather chilling . 
 
   The members of her team flinched subconsciously . 
 
   Of course, from Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, it wasn’t a big deal . 
 
   Rather, because it was the reaction that he’d expected, Kim Woo-jin continued to speak the lines he’d prepared . 
 
   “My goal is to target as many uncleared 3 Floor dungeons as possible before heading to 4 Floor dungeons . I’ll do anything for that . ”
 
   “So you need items to help you clear the uncleared dungeons?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   Ellis Highton finally exploded at his words . 
 
   “Then why don’t you give me an item instead huh? Give me that Van Gogh Bracelet or whatever, and I’ll go clear all those unconquerable dungeons . ”
 
   She fell for Kim Woo-jin’s provocations, which caused the faces of the members of her team to stiffen . 
 
   ‘Oh my God . ’
 
   ‘Van Gogh’s Bracelet is…’
 
   In truth, one of the Great One Guild’s objectives had been to retrieve the bracelet that Isaac Ivanov had in his possession and in such a situation, Ellis Highton herself had mentioned the item . 
 
   It would not be strange if the quarrel suddenly became a real fight . 
 
   ‘Isaac Ivanov is by no means a good person . ’
 
   Moreover, everyone knew that Isaac Ivanov had never claimed to have a good personality .  
 
   This made the members of the Great One Guild’s team very nervous . 
 
   ‘There might be a surprise attack . ’
 
   They began preparing for a battle that might occur at any moment . 
 
   Just when the tension had reached its peak, Kim Woo-jin who seemed to be considering something, finally spoke . 
 
   “Well, it’s not like I can’t . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   “Giving better items to better players, isn’t that the surest way to increase our chances of clearing dungeons?”
 
   “That’s right…”
 
   Ellis Highton was surprised at his sudden acceptance . 
 
   At that moment Kim Woo-jin continued . 
 
   “Alright . I will give Van Gogh’s Bracelet to whoever kills the boss monster in this dungeon . ”
 
   Along with those words, Kim Woo-jin turned his eyes to look at Ellis Highton again . 
 
   “If you agree with the phrase ‘better players should get better items’ . ”
 
   Along with those words, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes turned to look at Merlin’s staff that Ellis Highton was holding in her hand . 
 
   After a moment, Ellis responded . 
 
   “I agree . ”
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   ‘All players are the same . ’
 
   Famous players all had a very competitive spirit .  
 
   It was only with this competitive spirit, combined with the possibility of obtaining legendary items, that allowed those players to challenge this A+ rank dungeon, which had a much greater risk . 
 
   Of course, those who had a high competitive spirit but no skill or good luck are mostly eaten by 1 and 2 Floor dungeons . 
 
   In other words, those renowned players who were active in 3 Floor dungeons not only had the competitive spirit, but also the skills and the luck to go along with it . 
 
   ‘But some are different . ’
 
   Naturally, there were some players who considered themselves special . 
 
   They believed that they were special enough to win whenever they sat at the poker table . Like the main character in a gambling movie . 
 
   ‘That’s what they think, so they’re willing to gamble . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew exactly how to deal with these types of players and he knew it well . 
 
   ‘All it took was a soft push . ’
 
   Before returning to the past, the thing that he’d been best at before he joined the Messiah Guild was to dig into players’ minds to get what he wanted from them . 
 
   This time it was the same . 
 
   From the moment that he’d targeted Ellis Highton, Kim Woo-jin had come up with a plan to eat her and then executed it . 
 
   First, he provoked her, then he got her to take a seat at the table and make a bet .  
 
   ‘Even more so if they already made a bet . ’
 
   His plan went even more smoothly because of the fact that King Arthur’s Ring had already been placed as a bet .  
 
   Because if a large bet had already been placed then one’s judgement would already have changed when making other bets . 
 
   In other words, it wasn’t difficult for Kim Woo-jin to get Ellis Highton to sit at his poker table .  
 
   Of course, this was based on Kim Woo-jin’s standards . 
 
   ‘Woah…’
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who had heard these plans in advance, only had one thought at that moment . 
 
   ‘Kim Woo-jin, I shouldn’t even play rock, paper with this bastard . ’
 
   Never gamble against Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   After Ellis Highton sat at the poker table, everything else would follow .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Let’s notarize it . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin immediately called for other players and explained the situation to them . 
 
   “So the two of them made a bet?”
 
   “The better one will take Van Gogh’s Bracelet and Merlin’s Staff?”
 
   The opinions of the guild members who heard this agreement were of course the same . 
 
   “Amazing . They are true examples of players . ”
 
   “I’ll happily cheer you on . ”
 
   Of course, no one objected to the fact that the stakes had increased when they didn’t have to bet . 
 
   Rather, they encouraged it . 
 
   “Why don’t we do that and set the priorities right here? Let’s see who’s better at hunting monsters . ”
 
   “To see who hunts the monsters faster, this should be good . ”
 
   “It would be better to compete on the first floor than the second floor . Don’t you think?”
 
   “If necessary, we all will make the judgement . ”
 
   The Great One Guild and Isaac Ivanov would be fighting over the remaining 16,000 monsters that must be hunted to clear the first floor . 
 
   Naturally, their intentions weren’t pure . 
 
   ‘I don’t know just how powerful these two are, but looking at the situation it would be impossible to catch up with their hunting speed with just the power of our team . ’
 
   ‘If we continue like this there’s a high chance that these two will get first and second priority to attack the boss monsters . If so it was better to let them have their chicken race since one of them would fall as a result . ’
 
   ‘If they overdo it on the first floor then they’ll have to pay the price on the second floor or third floor . If they pay for it on the third floor then we have a chance . ’
 
   The intentions of those who were encouraging them were to have these two parties struggle on the first floor and then be forced to retire after . 
 
   Both Kim Woo-jin and Ellis Highton knew the intentions of these people . Nevertheless, they both willingly agreed . 
 
   “Good . ”
 
   “Good . ”
 
   Once you placed your bet, you couldn’t come out of the game till the round was over . 
 
   “Alright, let’s do this . You will have 5,000 each and you will compete to see who can hunt them all first . ”
 
   …
 
   Hunting 5,000 monsters . 
 
   Of course, it was nonsense .  
 
   “How long will it take a party of about twenty to hunt 5,000 monsters?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Because there aren’t any threatening monsters on the first floor…shouldn’t it be possible to kill 1,000 monsters a day?”
 
   “Then it would take 5 days . ”
 
   It was a difficult job to hunt 5,000 monsters with only 20 people . 
 
   “Well if they just had to hunt 5,000 monsters then it wouldn’t be a problem . But don’t forget that this is a race . ”
 
   Moreover, hunting 5,000 monsters competitively was on a completely different level than at their own pace . 
 
   It was the difference between completing a marathon race and being first in a marathon race . 
 
   “In Isaac Ivanov’s case, it would be hard because it’s only two of them . ”
 
   “Two? Wasn’t Isaac Ivanov alone?”
 
   “There’s that big guy who always follows him around . He is also a player . ” (TL: finally someone noticed our Jin-ah)
 
   “That’s not a zombie or ghoul monster that Isaac summoned?”
 
   “Really? That’s a player? What’s his name?”
 
   “I think it’s Spashiba…”
 
   “His name is thank you?”
 
   Even then, Isaac Ivanov had a two person group against a team of twenty . 
 
   “Well, regardless of who wins, one side will be out . ”
 
   The competition was bound to be bloody . 
 
   This was the reason that everyone was being so cooperative with this bet . 
 
   “If both of them fall, then it would be even better for us . ”
 
   It was a two step plan, there was no reason for them to be generous when the strongest groups could fall at the same time, otherwise, they wouldn’t be here . 
 
   No, in the first place, Ellis Highton and the members of the Great One Guild already knew all of this . 
 
   “Hunt 5,000 monsters quickly…it is honestly a number that is impossible for other parties . ”
 
   It was obvious how ridiculous it was for twenty or so players to hunt 5,000 monsters in a short timeframe .  
 
   Nevertheless, none of them complained . 
 
   “For ordinary guys . ”
 
   Instead, the members of the Great One Guild simply smiled when faced with such an objective . 
 
   “Right, let’s show them the differences in power . ”
 
   It was a confident smile, and they immediately proved that confidence . 
 
   …
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   In a dense forest covered with fog so thick that one would not even be able to see where they were walking, about 170 players gathered . 
 
   The faces of these gathered players were all gorgeous . 
 
   Most of them were as beautiful as celebrities and there were even some who surpassed celebrities so much that even famous Hollywood actors would approach them and ask for a selfie . 
 
   However, the expressions on these beautiful faces were not good .  
 
   Instead, everyone had the same stiff expression as though they were copying each other . 
 
   “No way, how does this make sense?”
 
   One of them who could not hold the feeling in his heart for much longer, unknowingly voiced everyone’s thoughts . 
 
   As if it was a fuse, his words caused others to also begin letting out the thoughts that they hid inside . 
 
   “The Great One Guild created a monster . ”
 
   It was none other than the Great One Guild’s team that made them have these expressions . 
 
   Until six hours ago, the atmosphere had been quite lively . 
 
   This was because the two most prominent candidates had decided to have a race with each other . 
 
   The only issues they’d had at that time was that they could not see the self destructive race properly because of the fog and that they didn’t have any popcorn to eat while enjoying the show . 
 
   However, that atmosphere had disappeared quite quickly after the Great One Guild’s team began hunting in earnest . 
 
   The team began hunting at a speed that far surpassed everyone’s expectations . 
 
   They literally began to massacre the monsters . 
 
   “I never thought Spiritualists could be this strong . ”
 
   And at its center was Ellis Highton . 
 
   On a stage without any obstacles, she began to exert 120 percent of her ability . 
 
   Using the enormous amount of mana that she got from the Merlin’s Staff and King Arthur’s Ring combination, she generously began to summon a large number of spirits . Then she sacrificed these spirits just as generously . 
 
   “It’s not just strong . That firepower is on a whole new level . ”
 
   The firepower she showed was similar to that of a large army equipped with modern weapons .  
 
   No monster group was able to last more than 10 minutes in front of the spirits that she summoned . 
 
   “The tanks and healers are also using tactics and strategies to maximize the power of Ellis’ firepower . ”
 
   “This is impossible with just a day or two of training . They must have been training for months . ”
 
   In addition, Ellis’ subordinates used the tactics that matched with her actions perfectly, maximizing her firepower as well as maintaining their combat efficiency . 
 
   All this showed that they had been preparing for a very long time . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “She is on a completely different level from us . ”
 
   “When this dungeon is over, this will change history . ”
 
   In front of the Great One Guild’s team’s combat power, the other players began to lower their heads . 
 
   Everyone admitted that she and her team were on a completely different level compared to them . 
 
   “Our era will be Ellis’ era . ”
 
   “We can only be her sidekicks . ”
 
   Those who had been filled with confidence while thinking they were the best slowly began to feel their confidence getting crushed . 
 
   “Now I understand why the Great One Guild used King Arthur’s Ring as the prize . ”
 
   Of course, no one had any desire for King Arthur’s Ring anymore . 
 
   “I feel sorry for Isaac . ”
 
   Instead, they could only express their condolences to Isaac Ivanov who would be the sacrifice who helped her to get to level 100 with more praise and a higher evaluation than any other player . 
 
   Three players emerged from the thick fog . 
 
   “It’s Isaac’s side . ”
 
   They were among those who had gone to count the monsters that Isaac Ivanov hunted . 
 
   Only a few people showed interest in their arrival . 
 
   Instead, everyone’s attention was focused on the Great One Guild’s team and Ellis Highton . 
 
   “How is it on Isaac’s side?”
 
   The few that were interested asked for a report . 
 
   “How many?”
 
   The three who appeared answered the question at the same time as though they had practiced beforehand . 
 
   “60 . ”
 
   This answer caused the others to tilt their heads in confusion . 
 
   “What? 60?”
 
   “That’s all he hunted? Did you make a mistake while counting?”
 
   To this question, the three players still responded in one voice . 
 
   “There are 60 skeletons . ”
 
   Only then could the players see the expressions of the ones who had been counting on Isaac Ivanov’s side . 
 
   It was sheer astonishment at a sight that had transcended even their wildest imaginations . 
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   When Kim Woo-jin had planned to challenge the Forest of the Dead dungeon, he had not anticipated a situation where some of the most talented players below level 100 would come to attack the dungeon as well . 
 
   The situation he had imagined was one where the US government filled the dungeon with nothing but strange players in a bid to make Isaac Ivanov fail his challenge . 
 
   Because of this, Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah’s attack plans for the dungeon were as if they were the only ones there . 
 
   In other words, Kim Woo-jin was confident . 
 
   Even without the other 197 players, himself and Lee Jin-ah, just two players, would be enough to clear the Forest of the Dead dungeon . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   The source of this confidence was the 60 skeletons before his eyes right now .  
 
   ‘The most that I can summon with my current magic power is 60 . Even then it’s practically impossible to maintain . ’
 
   It was confidence that stemmed from his Skeleton Warrior Mastery skill, which had reached the transcendent rank . 
 
   Moreover, it wasn’t just the Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
   Most of the Skeleton Soldiers had decent weapons in their hands, some of them were even fully armored . 
 
   It was also not just a lot of low grade weapons as thas were even a considerable amount of unique items . 
 
   Among the players in the dungeon at that time, it would be hard to find a player with better equipment than one of the fully armored Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
   It was a sight that was impossible to see anywhere else . 
 
   ‘This reminds me of the past . ’
 
   On the other hand, for Kim Woo-jin, this was a sight that he was actually quite familiar with . 
 
   ‘This was how it looked whenever I fought Johann Georg . ’
 
   Whenever he fought against the King of Undead, he would be faced with a similar scene to what he was seeing now . 
 
   Of course, it was different from then . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The scene itself was familiar, but at that time, Kim Woo-jin had been facing off against the skeletons, but this time, the skeletons had their backs to him . 
 
   ‘This is how it feels . ’
 
   The scene that Kim Woo-jin was seeing now was the very scene that the King of Undead saw . 
 
   It was the first time that Kim Woo-jin had been able to understand the King of Undead a little . 
 
   ‘His arrogance was warranted . ’
 
   Why he behaved so arrogantly .  
 
   ‘If you could still remain humble after seeing this then there must be something wrong with you . ’
 
   He had to admit that the King of Undead’s arrogance was natural when he had an army of undead at his command . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   The thick fog began to quiver . 
 
   Dududu . 
 
   And within that quivering fog, a multitude of footsteps could be heard speedily approaching . 
 
   “Spasiiiiiiiiba!”
 
   Then Lee Jin-ah’s voice was heard . 
 
   The sound came from the footsteps of the group of around 200 Orcs that were chasing after Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   At the sound, Kim Woo-jin smiled and gave his skeletons their orders . 
 
   The slaughter began . 
 
   …
 
   In an era where everyone was interested in dungeon attacks, the attack on an A+ dungeon was bound to attract a lot of attention . 
 
   Of course, that interest only lasted until the players entered the dungeon gate . 
 
   After the players entered the dungeon, the interest diminished greatly . 
 
   This was natural . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   When watching a three hour movie, it was normal to do other things or turn your head when it was at a boring part instead of watching it, especially when you didn’t know how long it would take . 
 
   However, the attack on the Dead Forest Dungeon was different .  
 
   On the 4th day after the players had entered the dungeon, the world was still full of news about the Dead Forest . 
 
   [Two legendary items up for grabs!]
 
   [What will the other guilds bet?]
 
   The reason for that was the pot that had been started for the Dead Forest dungeon . 
 
   This was understandable . 
 
   An hour before the dungeon attack had started, Isaac Ivanov had bet Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow as a prize and when the players had entered the dungeon, the public began asking the other participating guilds . 
 
   The Great One Guild bet King Arthur’s Ring and Isaac Ivanov bet Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow, what are you going to bet?
 
   At first, these guilds tried to avoid answering . 
 
   -Honestly, you can’t eat for free . 
 
   -That’s right, they should at least pay an entrance fee! You pay then you eat, so they should pay!
 
   -Absolutely, even if it’s not a legendary item, they should still bet some money . 
 
   However as time passed, the public opinion created an atmosphere which forced the other participating guilds to also bet . 
 
   From the public’s standpoint, they were not losing anything anyway so they encouraged the guilds even more . (TL: sound familiar?)
 
   And of course, there were those who encouraged the public opinion behind the scenes . 
 
   Oh Se-chan was one of these people . 
 
   “An article appeared . The Frontier Guild has offered 10 million in prize money . ”
 
   “Million dollars?”
 
   “Yes . It seems they cracked under the pressure . In particular, it seems the article in the New York Times had the biggest effect . I was worth lobbying for . ”
 
   He made use of all his power in order to create an atmosphere that would make the others have no choice but to also make bets . 
 
   “It was worth it . The Frontier Guild intends to wash their mouth with just 10 million dollars? That’s not good enough . Hey, bring my keyboard . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Why do you suddenly want the keyboard…”
 
   “I have to go post on SNS(1) . ”
 
   “Post?”
 
   “Mhm . I’m going to write ‘Frontier Guild bastards, if you’re gonna bet then bet 100 million dollars’ . When you want to write, you gotta do it fast . ”
 
   In fact, Oh Se-chan was enjoying this atmosphere quite a bit . 
 
   “This is why scammers love soft pokes . We are going to win anyway, it would be better to force the stakes . ”
 
   Wasn’t this a situation where they were using the public opinion to force the other guilds to make bets when they were already assured of Kim Woo-jin’s victory?
 
   As long as it was free, it would be strange for Oh Se-chan to eat Fugu(2) raw and not enjoy it . 
 
   “What’s the payout on Kim Woo-jin at now?”
 
   “It’s 3 . 28 . ”
 
   “Three times . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan was even betting on Kim Woo-jin on a UK gambling site that was hosting bets on the Dead Forest’s clearance . 
 
   “If I manage to get this payout, I’ll shoot once properly . Yeah, I’ll treat you guys at a Chinese restaurant once . We’ll have tangsuyuk(3) . ”
 
   “Are you serious?”
 
   “Tangsuyuk?”
 
   “Oh my god, are you really shooting tangsuyuk?”
 
   He was so caught up in the atmosphere that he even made promises that everyone would be surprised to see him fulfill . 
 
   “Right, tangsuyuk, we’ll have it sweeter too . ”
 
   He could not stop saying surprising things without hesitation . 
 
   “It’s really worth it to believe in Kim Woo-jin . Bahahaha!”
 
   It was around that time . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Th-, the…the Great One Guild’s Guild Master made an announcement on a talk show . ”
 
   Sudden news came in . 
 
   “Guild Master Trinity? What did she say?”
 
   “She released Ellis Highton’s item setting . ” 
 
   “Item setting?”
 
   “Ellis Highton has a set of King Arthur’s Ring and Merlin’s Staff . ”
 
   The moment he heard their names, the information about those two items appeared in Oh Se-chan’s head . 
 
   Before long, his eyes widened in astonishment . 
 
   “No, doesn’t this mean that even players attacking 6 Floor dungeons might not have items as good as Ellis Highton now? Wait, she has these two items together? Then…”
 
   After finishing his calculations, Oh Se-chan turned to his subordinate . 
 
   “Hey, can the money that was bet on that site be refunded half way?”
 
   “I don’t think so . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan shouted in frustration at those words . 
 
   “Those dirty little bastards in the Great One Guild don’t know how to play fair!”
 
   After his useless outburst, Oh Se-chan let out a long sigh . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin will do well, won’t he?”
 
   (Note:
 
   1 . SNS stands for “Social Network Service,” so it refers to any social media, such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Pinterest, and so forth . 
 
   2 . Fugu in Japanese, bogeo or bok in Korean and hétún in Standard Modern Chinese is a pufferfish, normally of the genus Takifugu, Lagocephalus, or Sphoeroides, or a porcupinefish of the genus Diodon, or a dish prepared from these fish . 
 
   Fugu can be lethally poisonous due to its tetrodotoxin, meaning it must be carefully prepared to remove toxic parts and to avoid contaminating the meat . 
 
   The restaurant preparation of fugu is strictly controlled by law in Japan and several other countries, and only chefs who have qualified after three or more years of rigorous training are allowed to prepare the fish . Domestic preparation occasionally leads to accidental death . 
 
   3 . I think I made this note before, but couldn’t find where I’d made it . Tangsuyuk is a Korean Chinese meat dish with sweet and sour sauce . It can be made with either pork or beef . )
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   “Isaac Ivanov has completed his 5,000 . ”
 
   Kane Jung, a player from the Messiah Guild who confirmed the fallen monster’s death, looked at the scene in front of him . 
 
   In fact, there wasn’t much to see because of the thick fog . 
 
   However, there were hundreds of monster corpses strewn on the ground .  
 
   What could be seen, was the blazing eyes of the skeletons who stood among these monster corpses . 
 
   More than 100 such eyes turned to stare at Kane . 
 
   At that moment, Kane Jung couldn’t help but recall the battle that had just taken place . 
 
   The memories of the monsters giving up the fight, try to flee, and eventually being annihilated flashed by . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   Kane Jung swallowed down his saliva unconsciously . 
 
   It was because of what he’d seen from the Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
   In fact, it was enough to make everyone in the 3 Floor Dungeon, including those from the Messiah Guild, swallow their saliva . 
 
   No, he had stopped at the level of swallowing saliva only because he was a pretty talented player and a member of the Messiah Guild who had partaken in many fierce battles . 
 
   ‘To finish hunting 5,000 monsters in three days . ’
 
   If he was an ordinary player then he would have already peed himself after witnessing just what these skeletons were capable of for three days,
 
   ‘I never thought that it would end so perfectly . ’
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers were completely overwhelming in the fights that he was unable to find any flaws . 
 
   ‘The numbers, tactics and strategies are all perfect . They’re better than us . ’
 
   In Kane Jung’s eyes, the battles that he’d witnessed with Isaac Ivanov controlling his skeletons wasn’t a sprint like speed skating, instead, it was like a figure skating routine that received a perfect score . 
 
   Of course, this was all subjective and because of the dense fog, there was a possibility that it was exaggerated . 
 
   ‘Isaac could probably clear a low rank 3 Floor Dungeon single handedly . ’
 
   But even while taking that into account, Isaac Ivanov was already overwhelming enough on his own to be completely incomparable to other players of the same level . 
 
   This fact was proved by none other than Ellis Highton . 
 
   After receiving and confirming the results, she simply said one thing . 
 
   “…I recognize you as number one . ”
 
   Even she, who was filled with self confidence and pride, had no choice but to bow her head toward the results shown by Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “Then Isaac Ivanov will be the first to challenge . ”
 
   “Well, if he shows this level of skill, there’s no reason for us to disagree . ”
 
   No one was dissatisfied by Isaac Ivanov taking the first spot when even she had been forced to agree . 
 
   Of course, no one would have any complaints . 
 
   ‘Isaac Ivanov is first so we should change our plans . ’
 
   ‘It’s an unexpected situation…but we can’t just let him have it . Now that four legendary items are up for grabs . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘It’s still the first floor . There will be plenty of opportunities . ’
 
   The players still looked on with their hyena like eyes, waiting for an opportunity to come to them . 
 
   And so the dungeon attack continued . 
 
   …
 
   [Hunt the Earth Turtle to move onto the next floor . ]
 
   After clearing the first floor and heading to the second, the first things that greeted the players were a notification and an even thicker fog than on the first floor . 
 
   “This fog is even thicker than on the first floor . ”
 
   “Damn we can’t see anything like this . ”
 
   Noticing this, the players immediately began to complain . 
 
   This dissatisfaction was actually proof that they were all talented and experienced . 
 
   “Hunt an Earth Turtle in a place like this…”
 
   “Let’s all do this right . We might get stuck here for a ridiculous amount of time . ”
 
   The fog was so dense that they were unable to easily see even the person in front of them . 
 
   Rather than searching for a turtle, it was hard for the players to even find each other . 
 
   Even if players secretly contacted each other to plot something, there was no way of knowing . 
 
   ‘Not bad . ’
 
   ‘We can contact each other here without need to pay too much attention to our surroundings . ’
 
   Naturally, the players made use of that fact . 
 
   “Then let’s split up and find the Earth Turtle . ”
 
   “The Earth Turtle will hide deep into the ground when it feels threatened, so if you find it, send the signal to everyone!”
 
   “Don’t forget to gather once a day in the designated spot . ”
 
   As the players agreed in advance, they scattered to find the Earth Turtle . 
 
   And conversations immediately began everywhere . 
 
   They started plotting . 
 
   Jay Jackson, a member of the Frontier Guild, was the same . 
 
   “Ellis . ”
 
   On the second day after entering the second floor of the dungeon, Jay Jackson, who was short and dark skinned, came to the Great One Guild’s team by himself . 
 
   When he appeared, Ellis Highton beckoned to her team, who immediately moved to secure the perimeter .  
 
   Only after they were alone, did Ellis Highton open her mouth . 
 
   “I’m in a very bad mood right now so you better not be here to talk about some random bullshit . ”
 
   Ellis Highton’s sharp glare was quite intimidating . 
 
   If a normal player saw it, they would probably get cold sweat . 
 
   “Right, I’m here alone because I know how you’re feeling . If I wanted to tickle your temper then I would have put a note on an arrow and shot it at you . ”
 
   But Jay Jackson was also an above average player . 
 
   He was one of the top five players in the Frontier Guild below level 100 .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   This was proved by the fact that he had come to discuss on his own .  
 
   He also had the experience of clearing several dungeons with Ellis Highton . 
 
   “So what do you want to say?”
 
   That’s why the conversation wasn’t prolonged . 
 
   “I will help you clear this dungeon . ”
 
   Ellis lifted her chin, signalling him to continue talking . 
 
   “I don’t want to see some Russian guy take away the precious legendary items from the United States . ”
 
   Jay Jackson continued explaining at the signal . 
 
   “First if he really manages to clear this dungeon then you are not the only ones who will be cursed . I’m sure that I’ll be called by those at the top and blamed . The worst will be the public opinion . The Forest of the Dead is not just an A+ rank Dungeon . ”
 
   “What’s your plan?”
 
   Jay Jackson shrugged at Ellis Highton’s words . 
 
   “Is there any other way? If Isaac fails, then you’re next . ”
 
   “You’re going to interfere with his hunt?”
 
   Jay Jackson waved at those words . 
 
   “That’s such a stretch to call it ‘interference’, why don’t you call it an inevitable accident instead? You know? How is it interference if Isaac Ivanov is fighting the boss monster on the third floor and a roaming monster suddenly appears? It’s an inevitable accident . ”
 
   After hearing Jay Jackson’s words, Ellis Highton let out a short sigh before deciding what to do . 
 
   ‘Fuck it . ’
 
   Honestly, it was not a very pleasant offer for her . 
 
   Since the very first time she entered a dungeon, she had never lost . 
 
   When it came to poker, it was like she received a straight flush every time . 
 
   That was why she was not afraid of betting . 
 
   But what could she do when her opponent had a royal flush in their hand?
 
   ‘I didn’t think it would come to this . ’
 
   The bigger problem was that she didn’t know that and made even more bets . 
 
   ‘If even Merlin’s Staff is lost then it won’t end in just an interrogation . ”
 
   It was a situation where they might not be able to survive if they truly lost that item because of bets . 
 
   Of course, all of this was dependent on Isaac Ivanov’s successful clearance of the dungeon . 
 
   “What do you want?”
 
   That was why she couldn’t dare to reject Jay Jackson’s offer .  
 
   “Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow . ”
 
   Jay Jackson also knew that, so without any hesitation, he asked for a legendary item . 
 
   The conversation ended with Ellis Highton reaching out to grab Jay Jackson’s hand . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   [The Earth Turtle has been hunted . ]
 
   [Move on to the next floor . ]
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “What?”
 
   Suddenly the situation became shaky . 
 
   …
 
   Earth Turtle . 
 
   Its body was about 3 meters long and it was almost impossible to distinguish from a large boulder . 
 
   They were also known to excel in digging, being able to bury their large bodies, which were never small, deep into the grounds . 
 
   They were even turtles who were able to run at 40 kilometers per hour .  
 
   Such running ability was normally used to run away . 
 
   At the same time, it was effective for crushing their enemies . 
 
   That was why Earth Turtles were fairly difficult to hunt among monsters around the same level . 
 
   Therefore, there was a rule to avoid approaching it unless you have a reason to . 
 
   Kiuu…
 
   Such a turtle was now groaning while covered in wounds . 
 
   “Kuuh!”
 
   And Lee Jin-ah, who was in front of it, was also covered in wounds . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s injuries were quite severe . 
 
   His entire body was covered in wounds and even his right rib was cracked . 
 
   “Are you okay?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who usually wouldn’t waste his saliva to ask, came up to him and about his condition . 
 
   Of course, his wounds were severe but the situation was not serious .  
 
   “My rib is broken, could I be okay? Damn, if it wasn’t for the Blessing of River Styx, I would’ve died a hundred times!”
 
   In front of the Blessing of the River Styx, the skill that gave near immortality, these wounds could not be considered fatal . 
 
   Of course, although the wounds weren’t fatal, the pain wouldn’t disappear . 
 
   “Ugh!”
 
   After Lee Jin-ah groaned and took out a chocolate bar from his inventory and started eating it . 
 
   “Since I’ve known you, Blessing of River Styx has gone up by three ranks . Three ranks!”
 
   While eating, he complained to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “And before I reach level 100, Blessing of the River Styx will probably reach the transcendent rank!”
 
   He was dissatisfied with Kim Woo-jin’s performance . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin smiled at the complaint . 
 
   “You’re laughing now?”
 
   Following Lee Jin-ah’s question, Kim Woo-jin’s smile came off of his face . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “No . ”
 
   “No, what no? I saw you smile . ”
 
   Instead of answering, Kim Woo-jin simply covered his face with the Grim Reaper’s Mask . 
 
   “You didn’t treat me like this to purposely raise the rank of the Blessing of the River Styx did you?”
 
   After a moment of silence, Kim Woo-jin finally responded .  
 
   “Of course not . ”
 
   “No? Then why were you so happy?”
 
   “You’re mistaken . ”
 
   “I don’t think I’m mistaken…”
 
   That was the end of the conversation for him . 
 
   “Is it fine that we caught it this fast?”
 
   In fact, what was important now was that they’d hunted the turtle . 
 
   “Won’t those other guilds complain?”
 
   Without notifying the other guilds . 
 
   It was a violation of what they’d agreed to before . 
 
   Of course, there was a reason why Kim Woo-jin hunted the turtle without notifying them . 
 
   “There’s no reason to give time and space to those who try to screw us over . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew that the other guilds were plotting to hinder him .  
 
   It was impossible for him to not know . 
 
   This was because if Kim Woo-jin had not gotten first place, he would have conspired to get an opportunity by interfering with the first place . 
 
   In any case, Kim Woo-jin needed to move on to the third floor of the dungeon as soon as possible . 
 
   “Then what will we do on the third floor?”
 
   Of course, the only thing that Kim Woo-jin could do was reduce the amount of time for those who wanted to interfere . 
 
   “They’ll obviously bother us anyway, right?”
 
   It was impossible to block their intentions . 
 
   They would use any means available to hinder Kim Woo-jin’s hunt .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s response to that was simple . 
 
   “They will bother us, but they still have to follow at least one rule . ”
 
   “Rule?”
 
   “It’s that we have the first priority . The others can’t attack the boss until we die or officially give up the hunt . ”
 
   “What does that mean?”
 
   “In other words, as long as we stay alive and don’t officially give up the hunt, they can’t do anything, the boss monster . ”
 
   Along with those words, Kim Woo-jin remembered the information he learned about the Forest of the Dead dungeon before he returned to the past . 
 
   ‘And on the third floor of the dungeon, there will be black fog which consumes stamina . ’
 
   As soon as he recalled that bit of information, Kim Woo-jin smiled . 
 
   ‘They will beg us to hunt the Dullahan . ’
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   Every living creature has a survival instinct which gives them a sign whenever they encounter a crisis . 
 
   [Moving on to the next floor . ]
 
   The first time the players received a signal was when the second floor of the dungeon was suddenly cleared . 
 
   ‘Someone caught the Earth Turtle?’
 
   ‘Was there a signal?’
 
   Players couldn’t help but be shocked at the sudden appearance of the floor clearance notification . 
 
   And it was in such a state that they arrived on the third floor where all they could see was Black Fog . 
 
   [The Black Fog is consuming your vitality . ]
 
   Black Fog . 
 
   The players’ survival instincts sent them an even stronger signal when they entered this Black Fog that was slowly consuming their vitality .  
 
   ‘This Black Fog is dangerous . ’
 
   ‘Did we prepare enough for poison?’
 
   ‘If we make the wrong move then we might die before we even get a chance to fight . ’
 
   The players moved in response to the repeated signals from the survival instincts telling them to get out of these as fast as possible . 
 
   “First we’ll need to search for the boss monster . ”
 
   In order to get out of there as quickly as possible, they started looking for the boss monster on the third floor . 
 
   So they could know . 
 
   “Dullahan?”
 
   The monster that had wounded America’s pride . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   …
 
   Dullahan . 
 
   This monster, who was only around two meters tall, wore black armor and carried its head around did not give off a strong sense of intimidation from its appearance . 
 
   It might sound ridiculous to the general public, but for the players who had to face giant monsters like the Golden Lion or Ogres, this two meter tall monster did not seem that threatening . 
 
   Nevertheless, the Dullahan was recognized by the players as an object of fear from the moment its presence was revealed . 
 
   There were several reasons for this . 
 
   The biggest advantage that undead monsters had was that they didn’t have any known weaknesses .  
 
   When a Dullahan killed a player, they would become a zombie that would be under the Dullahan’s direct control . 
 
   Moreover, when exposed to the baleful aura exuded by the Dullahan’s head for too long, the player’s skin would begin to rot and come apart…
 
   However it wasn’t just the fact that it was a horrific monster to fight, it was also because of the words left behind by the very first player to successfully slay a Dullahan . 
 
   “It wasn’t easy . ”
 
   The Dullahan had become a monster that the players never wanted to face after the First Dullahan Hunter and Guild Master of the Messiah Guild, Lee Se-jun, said those words in an interview . 
 
   Rattle…
 
   And it was a Dullahan that was now wandering around the Dead Forest dungeon’s third floor atop a skeleton horse . 
 
   Uhhh… . 
 
   Guhh…
 
   Followed by a horde of zombies made from the players he had killed before . 
 
   “This is the worst . ”
 
   This was why no one refuted Jay Jackson’s words . 
 
   “A Dullahan is a Dullahan, but the zombies are just as troublesome . ”
 
   The Dullahan itself was already incredibly difficult to hunt but the three hundred or so zombies that trailed behind it were just as big of a problem . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Zombies weren’t exactly difficult monsters to hunt . 
 
   It wasn’t that their attack was much higher than the average monster or their defense was better . 
 
   Instead, it was the fact that, like other undead type monsters, there were no obvious weaknesses . 
 
   It would still be alive even if you cut off all its limbs, it didn’t feel pain and it couldn’t die from excessive bleeding or poison . 
 
   “It would take a lot of time to hunt them all…”
 
   In other words, the zombies weren’t particularly difficult to kill, they just took a lot of time and stamina . 
 
   “There are faces that I recognize . ”
 
   Moreover, among the faces of the zombies, the players noticed other players who had entered the dungeon before them . 
 
   Naturally, these zombies were properly armored . 
 
   They couldn’t be compared to ordinary zombies as they had items and armor that were at least of the rare quality . 
 
   Of course, there was nothing that couldn’t be hunted if necessary . If given enough time, these players were confident in their ability to successfully hunt these zombies without receiving much damage .  
 
   [The Black Fog is consuming your vitality . ]
 
   But now the Black Fog had made it clear to the players . 
 
   “The problem is, we don’t have much time . ”
 
   They didn’t have much time at their disposal . 
 
   “How long can you hold on?”
 
   When she heard Jay Jackson’s question, Ellis Highton replied immediately as though she had already completed the calculations . 
 
   “Up to a week . After that, we’ll have to reduce stamina consumption . What about you?”
 
   “We are in a similar situation . We have plenty of food but there isn’t enough cure for this poison . Our healers’ cure skills are also limited . ”
 
   It was then . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov has made a move . ”
 
   At the words of the scouting team, Jay Jackson and Ellis Highton looked at each other . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   In that state, Jay asked a single question . 
 
   “What do you wanna do?”
 
   He asked Ellis Highton if she was ready to throw the dice, to which Ellis calmly replied . 
 
   “We don’t have much time, so we need to make him fail as quickly as possible . ”
 
   When he heard that, Jay nodded . 
 
   “Then let’s lure the monsters . ”
 
   They threw the die . 
 
   …
 
   When Isaac Ivanov began his battle with the Dullahan, the other players had the same expectations . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov started hunting?”
 
   “He’ll probably work to reduce the number of zombies first . ”
 
   That Isaac Ivanov’s primary goal was to reduce the zombie population . 
 
   As they expected, Isaac Ivanov and his skeletons launched their attacks against the group of zombies instead of directly at the Dullahan . 
 
   “But it will be much more difficult if he just leaves the Dullahan alone, so he’ll probably do something to buy time . ”
 
   “Will it be his teammate Siba who takes on the job?”
 
   “It could be a Skeleton Knight . ”
 
   In addition, they predicted that Isaac would distract the Dullahan so that he could hunt the zombies more easily . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov behaved just as they expected . 
 
   The Skeleton Knight and Lee Jin-ah alternatively faced off against the Dullahan to buy some time while the Skeleton Soldiers slowly and steadily whittled down the number of zombies in the group . 
 
   So the players who were watching the battle were able to commentate easily . 
 
   “It will take a long time . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Time is time, but there can’t be any mistakes . Even the smallest gap will make it all collapse . ”
 
   What weaknesses could be found in Isaac Ivanov’s battle and what moments were the most dangerous . 
 
   “The worst part is that it takes time to get rid of all the zombies and then it takes even more time to handle the Dullahan, which might cause variables to appear . ”
 
   “For example, if a group of roaming monsters heard the battle and showed up . ”
 
   They predicted the worst situations that Isaac Ivanov could encounter . 
 
   In fact, they expected it . 
 
   ‘There’s no way the Great One Guild wouldn’t know that . ’
 
   ‘For the Great One Guild who has the most to lose, they will definitely do something . ’
 
   Someone would deliberately organize the worst possible scenario . 
 
   Of course, they didn’t utter these predictions out loud . 
 
   ‘If Isaac Ivanov fails…’
 
   ‘We will have a chance too . ’
 
   Therefore they hoped for the worst outcome . 
 
   And their wishes soon became a reality . 
 
   “Over 200 monsters have entered the battlefield!”
 
   The worst situation unfolded and everyone turned their eyes to Isaac Ivanov .  
 
   They wanted to see how Isaac Ivanov, who was faced with the worst possible situation, would react and what choices he would make . 
 
   Faced with such a situation, Isaac Ivanov acted without hesitation . 
 
   “He’s retreating!”
 
   “The skeletons are falling back!”
 
   Isaac Ivanov retreated . 
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   “They’re retreating!”
 
   A player from the Great One Guild who was monitoring the situation within the Black Fog with a skill announced to everyone . 
 
   “The Skeleton Soldiers are retreating!”
 
   Ellis Highton, who had been waiting for the information, lifted the corner of her mouth slightly . 
 
   “He’s a smart guy . ”
 
   Jay Jackson, who was standing beside her, made a comment of his own . 
 
   “It’s smarter to make a safe decision than to die . No matter how valuable legendary items are, they aren’t worth your life . ”
 
   That was the end of their conversation about him . 
 
   “Get ready for battle . It’s our turn . ”
 
   Ellis immediately ordered her men to prepare for the battle and the members of the Great One Guild sprung into action . 
 
   The same was true for Jay Jackson . 
 
   “Support the Great One Guild . ”
 
   Everyone showcased their determination to win the upcoming battle . 
 
   This caused the atmosphere in the clearing to become incredibly tense and heavy . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   “The fight hasn’t ended . ”
 
   Words seemed to come out of nowhere . 
 
   “What the hell are you talking about?”
 
   Ellis Highton reacted strongly to those words and immediately turned her head to look at the speaker . 
 
   “This isn’t the time for jo…Isaac?”
 
   Isaac Ivanov, the man who wore the skeleton mask, appeared before her eyes . 
 
   “H-, how are you here?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s appearance surprised her .  
 
   In fact, she wasn’t the only one surprised . 
 
   ‘When did he get here?’
 
   ‘Is it possible to approach us without anyone noticing like this?’
 
   All of the players from the Great One Guild and the Frontier Guild were staring at Kim Woo-jin, who had suddenly appeared, with horrified gazes . 
 
   ‘Impossible . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was the same for Jay Jackson, who had unsheathed his sword and pointed it toward Kim Woo-jin the moment he noticed him . 
 
   This showed that he felt threatened by Kim Woo-jin’s presence . 
 
   It wasn’t without reason . 
 
   They had just set a trap for Isaac Ivanov, so from his perspective, killing them could be considered self defense . 
 
   And Isaac Ivanov had now penetrated their group without even the slightest trace . 
 
   What would have happened if Isaac Ivanov had chosen to attack Ellis Highton just now instead of speaking?
 
   Gulp!
 
   Those who imagined it couldn’t help but swallow their saliva . 
 
   Still standing among them, Isaac Ivanov spoke . 
 
   “The fight hasn’t ended . So please wait your turn . ”
 
   It was said in a polite tone, but no one thought the words were polite . 
 
   “Don’t be ridiculous . You have already given up the battle . ”
 
   After a while, Ellis Highton was the one who broke the silence . 
 
   “That’s right . Battle isn’t like a wine bar . There’s no such thing as leaving behind a drink for later . ”
 
   Immediately afterward, Jay Jackson lowered his sword and backed up Ellis with his words . 
 
   “There was an accident, but you still gave up fighting and withdrew all of your troops . That’s usually called defeat . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t respond to their words . 
 
   Instead, he simply lifted his index finger to his mask covered lips . 
 
   Shhh, everyone went silent at the gesture . 
 
   As the surrounding sounds subsided, sounds began to drift over from the distance . 
 
   Clang!
 
   It was the sound of fighting . 
 
   At the sound, Ellis Highton turned her head towards the direction, which happened to be where the Dullahan was located . 
 
   Naturally, all she could see was the Black Fog . 
 
   The player who used their skill to look through the Black Fog on her behalf quickly informed her of the situation . 
 
   “The, the fight hasn’t ended . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   “Skel-, a Skeleton Knight is attacking the Dullahan with a crossbow . ”
 
   When they heard these words, one name came to everyone’s minds . 
 
   “Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow?”
 
   A legendary item whose bolts chased after a target following one successful hit . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was enough . 
 
   “Really?”
 
   To understand just what Isaac Ivanov was thinking at that moment . 
 
   “We’re still in battle . The Skeleton Soldiers’ retreat is to make tactical changes according to the current circumstances . ”
 
   It was also why Ellis Highton and Jay Jackson could not refute Isaac Ivanov’s words . 
 
   In any case, as he’d said, he was still fighting, so wasn’t this still a situation where his priority to attack the Dullahan was still in effect?
 
   “I’ll summon additional skeletons, and once I’ve properly equipped all my troops, I will try to attack again . ”
 
   Furthermore, he expressed his willingness to continue fighting . 
 
   “It might take some time, but there are no time limits so I will not listen to any objections regarding that . ”
 
   Regardless of how many hours…no, even if it took a few days, he was still willing to fight . 
 
   “You crazy bastard, this place is filled with Black Fog!”
 
   At that moment, Ellis could no longer hold back her anger and shouted . 
 
   “There is only a limited amount of time to fight! But you are here wasting it like this? Are you kidding me?”
 
   Isaac Ivanov responded simply . 
 
   “That’s your problem . I can stay here for at least a month . ”
 
   “A month in this poison mist? That’s impossible…Ah!”
 
   At that time, Isaac Ivanov’s personal information began to run through Ellis Highton’s head and in the process, she remembered his very first nickname . 
 
   “The First Needle Snake Hunter!”
 
   Isaac Ivanov had been able to hunt the Needle Snake which had an incredibly ferocious poison mist . 
 
   When he noticed her worry, Kim Woo-jin assured her . 
 
   “Don’t worry, if there aren’t any special accidents or interruptions then I won’t need to fight for a month . ” (TL: *mic drop*)
 
   And with those words, Kim Woo-jin once again disappeared into the Black Fog . 
 
   …
 
   In dungeons, the laws and morals that governed the outside world were not used at all . 
 
   The only things that had any sway were the rules that the players had created themselves . 
 
   Therefore, it was incredibly important that these rules were adhered to by everyone . Otherwise, in the event that the rules were ignored, the dungeons would become lawless zones which were always incredibly chaotic . 
 
   Among these rules, the order and priority for dealing with boss monsters were the most important . 
 
   The act of ignoring the order was considered an act of hostility against the rightful placeholder, toward the guild that they belonged to and even toward their country . 
 
   Such actions were taken as provocation . 
 
   Therefore, there was a clear standard for the transfer of priority . 
 
   If a party or player with priority dies .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   If they give up their priority voluntarily . 
 
   If they are being one sidedly destroyed and it can no longer be seen as a valid battle . 
 
   And if the priority holder loses control of the monster and it attacks another party . 
 
   In the last case, it was deemed that the priority had been lost and would be transferred to the next in line . 
 
   So what about Isaac Ivanov’s current situation?
 
   “What’s the status of Isaac’s party?”
 
   “No casualties . ”
 
   First of all, there were no casualties . 
 
   “What about their will to fight?”
 
   “Unwavering . ”
 
   Second, it did not seem like he was going to voluntarily declare his surrender . 
 
   “What about the strength that they have left?”
 
   “Most of their power is still available . ”
 
   In addition, thanks to the timely retreat of the skeletons, he was able to maintain his power almost at his peak . 
 
   “What about their control over the boss?”
 
   “…they’re controlling the aggro so much that the Dullahan looks pitiful . ”
 
   Finally, they were controlling the Dullahan’s aggro so perfectly that the other guilds could not even try to steal it . 
 
   “Then we’ll have to admit their priority . ”
 
   For these reasons, everyone was forced to accept Isaac Ivanov’s priority . 
 
   Only one, Ellis Highton was different . 
 
   “What ridiculous bullshit!”
 
   She could not accept this fact at all . 
 
   “This way, Isaac Ivanov can hunt the boss for a whole month!”
 
   And she wasn’t exactly wrong . 
 
   If they were to accept that Isaac Ivanov’s current fighting was valid then, as she said, it was likely that he would monopolize the boss monster . 
 
   “This is beyond controversy . ”
 
   The other guilds also admitted that it was quite controversial . 
 
   ‘That’s why it might not be smart to take action . ’
 
   Which caused the situation to be even more of a problem . 
 
   ‘I’m sure Isaac Ivanov would be able to resist . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The controversial point was that it wasn’t just Ellis Highton, but also Isaac Ivanov, who might have something to say . 
 
   This meant that if they imposed restrictions on Isaac Ivanov or deprived him of his priority, then he would fight against it . 
 
   ‘He’s insane . ’
 
   And Isaac Ivanov was the type of man who would express his displeasure using action instead of words . 
 
   ‘He’s a ridiculously monstrous psycho . ’
 
   More importantly, Isaac Ivanov was on a completely different level from them . 
 
   Everyone had already felt this on the first floor . 
 
   ‘To make him an enemy here…’
 
   Besides, was it smart to fight Isaac Ivanov there in Dead Forest with the Black Fog as well as the dreadful Dullahan and its group of zombies?
 
   ‘There’s no reason to do that unless you’re crazy . ’
 
   In all honesty, no player wanted to make that choice . 
 
   ‘And even if we did it, that doesn’t mean that we’d get a reward anyway . ’
 
   ‘The second priority goes to the Great One Guild and the Frontier Guild has already decided to support them . In the end, won’t they be able to hunt the Dullahan if it’s their turn?’
 
   ‘We don’t have a chance anyway . ’
 
   Those below the third group had almost no chance of even being able to fight, and even if they did, it was impossible to tell exactly when that would happen . 
 
   And it was impossible to estimate just how much damage they would’ve taken from the Black Fog . 
 
   ‘Well, even if we don’t get a chance here, it doesn’t mean that we lost anything . ’
 
   The most important point was that the other guilds weren’t suffering a big loss if Isaac Ivanov was the one to slay the Dullahan . 
 
   The only one who bet a legendary item was the Great One Guild and the other guilds didn’t bet anything .  
 
   Then the discussions ended . 
 
   ‘I would rather get nothing than come to blows with Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   ‘No need to step onto a sinking ship . ’
 
   At that time, the scales in everyone’s minds were already shifted irreversibly . 
 
   Of course, this was what Kim Woo-jin expected . 
 
   ‘They should be done with their calculations . ’
 
   Before returning to the past, Kim Woo-jin had dealt with even more jackals than these few . 
 
   ‘In the end, they need to choose to take whatever action benefits them the most . ’
 
   So there was no way he couldn’t know how to handle this group . 
 
   ‘Now, I can hunt without interruption . 
 
   That was why Kim Woo-jin didn’t hesitate any longer . 
 
   “I’m going to start hunting the Dullahan . ”
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   When dealing with a boss monster, the most important thing was to have control over that boss monster . 
 
   One needed to manage what was commonly called ‘Aggro’ . 
 
   Failing to control this was the same as a beastmaster failing to control his beast in a cage .  
 
   So what happened if they failed to control it properly?
 
   Well, in that case, they’d have to run away immediately .  
 
   Of course, the opposite was also true . 
 
   A good trainer was able to control any beast .  
 
   Furthermore, they were able to train them to do whatever they wanted .  
 
   In the same sense, a good hunter could control any boss monster . 
 
   ‘The Skeleton Knight is perfectly controlling the Dullahan’s aggro . ”
 
   And at that moment, the Skeleton Knight was showing a textbook example of how it was done . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   While riding on a skeleton wolf, the Skeleton Knight continued to attack the Dullahan with Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow, causing it to be unable to focus on anything else . 
 
   At the same time, it maintained the perfect distance while giving the impression that it was easy to attack .  
 
   From the Dullahan’s perspective, it couldn’t help but chase after it .  
 
   It was the perfect example of control . 
 
   ‘Now we just have to lure it away . ’
 
   Then, as stated earlier, it was time to train it to do exactly what they wanted .  
 
   It was not difficult . 
 
   ‘Let’s split them up . ’
 
   One of the reasons that the Dullahan was hard to fight was because of the large zombie army following it . 
 
   In other words, if the Dullahan could be separated from its zombie army, then the chance of success would be much higher . 
 
   And a gap was already visible .  
 
   Uhhh…
 
   Unlike the Dullahan who was on a horse, the zombies following him had a hard time chasing after the Skeleton Knight . 
 
   To an extent, the Dullahan was already moving outside of the range of the zombie army . 
 
   Of course, this was done intentionally . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   And naturally, Kim Woo-jin knew the best card to play at this moment . 
 
   “Summon Golem . ”
 
   [A Golem has been Summoned . ]
 
   Golem!
 
   The moment the earthen giant appeared, it blocked the group of zombies who were chasing after the Dullahan . 
 
   Uhhh!
 
   With the appearance of this Golem, the zombies’ target naturally changed .  
 
   Uhhh…!
 
   And the Dullahan, which had been chasing after the Skeleton Knight all this while also switched its attention to the Golem . 
 
   As soon as the Skeleton Knight lost control over the Dullahan, a new card appeared to capture the Dullahan’s attention . 
 
   A white light fluttered in the Black Fog . 
 
   “Siba . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah appeared with the Heavenly Dragon Sword in his hand . 
 
   The Dullahan didn’t budge after noticing Lee Jin-ah’s arrival . There were no signs of any intention to run away . 
 
   Instead, it turned its steed to face Lee Jin-ah and lifted its sword into the air . 
 
   Hooong!
 
   He struck toward Lee Jin-ah who was rushing toward him . 
 
   Neither of them seemed to have defense in mind . 
 
   “Shiba!”
 
   With a shout filled with determination, Lee Jin-ah swung the Heavenly Dragon Sword at the Dullahan’s body while seeming to ignore the Dullahan’s sword which seemed to want to cut him in half . 
 
   Before long, the two blades struck their targets . 
 
   Crack!
 
   Dullahan’s sword smashed Lee Jin-ah’s left shoulder armor and crushed his shoulder blade . 
 
   Crack!
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s Heavenly Dragon Sword also penetrated into the chest of the Dullahan . 
 
   Clang!
 
   It was in this state that Lee Jin-ah’s body slammed into the horse that the Dullahan was riding . 
 
   Neigh!
 
   The force of the blow caused the horse to stagger a bit as it lost its balance . 
 
   Thud!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   At that moment, Lee Jin-ah once again attempted to tackle the Dullahan’s horse . 
 
   “Shiba!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s voice was filled with pain due to the fact that he already had an injured shoulder . 
 
   However, he did not intend to stop . 
 
   Thud!
 
   Over and over again, he shook the Dullahan’s body by continuously colliding with the horse . 
 
   Faced with such an offensive, the Dullahan was finally forced to make use of its head . 
 
   Juk!
 
   The Dullahan’s head, which had been held on its left side, opened its previously closed mouth and began to make bizarre sounds . 
 
   Kyahahahahaha!
 
   Following the grotesque sound that could only be described as a ghostly wail, an unspeakably cold air began to flow from the Dullahan’s body . 
 
   [You have been Paralyzed by the Energy of the Dead . ]  
 
   The Energy of the Dead which were able to free not only the body of the living but also their intellect . 
 
   This was why the Dullahan was a monster that surpassed the Golden Lion . 
 
   The moment one was exposed to the cold air, their bodies would become paralyzed and their minds would go still . 
 
   Moreover, the chill that this Dullahan was exuding was much stronger than that of ordinary Dullahans . 
 
   [The Energy of the Dead has been strengthened by an unknown force . ]
 
   Even those who wore items in preparation to face the Dullahan would be frozen . 
 
   However, when facing this chill, Lee Jin-ah did nothing but laugh . 
 
   [Lancelot’s Ring negates the Energy of the Dead . ]
 
   ‘This item is really amazing . ’
 
   Lancelot’s ring!
 
   In front of this ring, only direct attacks would work . 
 
   Kyahahahaha!
 
   Upon seeing this, the Dullahan’s head opened its mouth wider and screamed even louder .  
 
   There was no such thing as running away to the fearless Dullahan . Instead, he intended to crush his opponent with even greater force .  
 
   As such, the Dullahan opened its mouth as wide as it could and began building its power . 
 
   Kuk!
 
   At that moment, a spear appeared from within the Black fog and pierced the Dullahan’s open mouth . 
 
   At the same time, a glimmer appeared within the mist .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin, wearing the cloak made from the Desert Chameleon’s leather and wielding Percival’s Spear, appeared .  
 
   ‘The moment the Dullahan’s head opened its mouth all the way, is the best time to attack . ’
 
   After a moment, Kim Woo-jin pulled the spear back, bringing the Dullahan’s head with it .  
 
   Kahak, Hahak, Hahak!
 
   As the Dullahan’s head began to make a series of bizarre sounds after being pierced by the spear, Kim Woo-jin quickly retreated . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah also retreated after retrieving the Heavenly Dragon Sword that had been stuck in Dullahan’s chest . 
 
   Uhhh!
 
   At the same time, the zombies, who had successfully destroyed the Golem, rushed over to protect the Dullahan . 
 
   Those who used their skills to observe from a distance could only watch on in admiration . 
 
   “The timing was perfect . ”
 
   “What’s the situation?”
 
   “Isaac Ivanov stole the Dullahan’s head . ”
 
   It had taken less than a minute for the Golem to be defeated by the zombie army . They couldn’t help but feel admiration for Kim Woo-jin’s ability to design and carry out an operation which took away the Dullahan’s head, which was one of the most troublesome elements, in such a short timeframe . 
 
   Of course, the Dullahan had no intention of letting Kim Woo-jin simply run away with its head .  
 
   Neigh!
 
   Seeming to understand its master’s wishes, the Dullahan’s horse let out a shrill sound and prepared to chase after Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   Puk . 
 
   An arrow flew in from the distance and stuck into Dullahan’s chest . 
 
   It seemed that the Skeleton Knight was ready to perform its perfect control once again . 
 
   …
 
   “Damn, I did all of that just to get this weird sounding head . ”
 
   Hearing Lee Jin-ah’s complaining, Kim Woo-jin pulled the Dullahan’s head off of the spear instead of responding . 
 
   Puk puk!
 
   He then smashed the head using Percival’s spear . 
 
   Crack!
 
   The Dullahan’s head shattered like a piece of ice and a ball of hair appeared from inside of it . 
 
   [Ninth Tail of the Nine Tailed Fox]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   – Required Level: Level 1 or higher 
 
   – Description: The Ninth Tail of the powerful Nine-tailed Fox . It has a mysterious power . By gathering all nine tails, the user would gain the Nine-tailed Fox’s power . 
 
   – All stats +5%
 
   – All resistances +10%
 
   – When equipped the user will emit a cold air, freezing all enemies . 
 
   ‘This makes three . ’
 
   He had gotten his hands on another one of the Nine tailed Fox’s tails . 
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin immediately placed this item into his inventory . 
 
   When he saw this, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   “What’s that?”
 
   “Something good . ”
 
   “I know it’s good, but what is it?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin brushed off the question . 
 
   “You did a good job a while ago . Now that we’ve got the head, let’s go get the arms and legs . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was shocked at his words . 
 
   “Huh? You want me to do the same thing four more times? Other players would’ve died a long time ago!”
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled and said . 
 
   “I’m glad you steadily raised the rank of your Blessing of River Styx skill . It is coming in handy . ”
 
   “OMG(1) . ”
 
   His words were so ridiculous that Lee Jin-ah forgot how to speak for a moment . 
 
   Suddenly, Kim Woo-jin gestured toward Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   At the gesture to shut up, Lee Jin-ah just stared at him with a dumb expression on his face . 
 
   After a while, a voice came from within the Black Fog . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov!”
 
   Ellis Highton called out to Kim Woo-jin from afar . 
 
   “Let’s make a deal . I’ll give you Merlin’s Wand and King Arthur’s Ring right now . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin laughed at those words . 
 
   ‘It seems Ellis Highton has also done some calculations . ’
 
   (Note:
 
   1 . The word used here was ‘헐-Hul’, one of the most frequently used slang exclamations . It can be translated as omg, jeez, wth . Generally, it’s used when the speaker is surprised, embarrassed or even feeling offended . )
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   It was impossible to determine just how many legendary items there were in the world . 
 
   For that reason, all guilds and players put great effort into securing legendary items, and on the other hand, they concealed or manipulated the existence or information of their own legendary items . 
 
   The transaction process of legendary items was also very cloudy . 
 
   It was so cloudy that one would not be able to see or understand anything unless they were already a Broker . 
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   This was why Oh Se-chan chose to take on the title of Broker . Thanks to that, he had more information on legendary items than anyone else . 
 
   “That damn Merlin’s Staff . ”
 
   This meant that he was well aware of what level of item Merlin’s Staff was . 
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   “Damn it . ”
 
   The reason that he was repeatedly swearing with a gloomy expression on his face while looking at the jajangmyeon in front of him . 
 
   It started when the Great One Guild revealed the existence of Merlin’s Staff . 
 
   Trinity, the Guild Master of the Great One Guild had revealed this item to the world via a talk show no less . 
 
   She revealed what the Merlin’s Wand was and what it meant for Ellis Highton to have such a weapon . 
 
   Shortly after the news was released, public opinion changed rapidly . 
 
   The fierce debate on who would be the ones to conquer the Dead Forest dungeon disappeared like snow in a desert . 
 
   Instead, the entire world believed that Ellis Highton would, without a doubt, be the one to conquer the Dead Forest dungeon . 
 
   At the same time, as if they were waiting for this moment, the media began to portray Ellis Highton as a hero . 
 
   She wasn’t just a hero, but the great hero who had mended the wounded pride of the United States . 
 
   “I can’t believe they would give such an item to a player under level 100 . That’s so dirty . ”
 
   Merlin’s Staff and King Arthur’s Ring were both high level items . 
 
   “Ugh, so annoying . ”
 
   Just owning one of these items was enough to be considered a hero .  
 
   And it wasn’t just Oh Se-chan who thought so . 
 
   ‘There’s definitely some trick . ’
 
   ‘It was basically giving unlimited mana to a Spiritualist who could be said to have the highest firepower . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘According to our investigations, the Great One Guild has been preparing for this dungeon attack for a long time . ’
 
   ‘The Great One Guild’s preparations up to this point are basically perfect . To the point that they were even confident to bet King Arthur’s Ring . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan’s subordinates were also forced to agree with him . 
 
   They were all talents that had been personally chosen and trained by Oh Se-chan so they were also able to run simulations in their heads . 
 
   They calculated the probability of Kim Woo-jin succeeding in the dungeon over Ellis Highton and her team . 
 
   And currently, the rate of failure was inevitably high because they had no information about the dungeon . 
 
   ‘Ellis Highton’s dividend has been at 1 . 2 times since the announcement . ’
 
   ‘Kim Woo-jin’s dividend has jumped up to 5 times . ’
 
   Furthermore, most people in the world shared their thoughts . 
 
   “Ah, this is not good . I can’t eat it . ”
 
   Eventually Oh Se-chan put down his chopsticks and left half of the bowl of the jajangmyeon that he’d bought with his own money . 
 
   ‘Huk . ’
 
   ‘I don’t believe it…’
 
   In front of such a ridiculous sight, his subordinates were all astonished . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   “The dungeon attack was successful . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan closed his eyes . 
 
   He looked like a prisoner on death row who was waiting in his cell for the guards to come and take him to the gallows . 
 
   This was not an exaggeration . 
 
   At this moment, Oh Se-chan even shed tears . 
 
   He was convinced at that moment .  
 
   ‘This is the end . ’
 
   The conqueror of the Forest of the Dead would be Ellis Highton . 
 
   And all the money that he’d bet on Kim Woo-jin would fly away just like that . 
 
   “Right, so who cleared it?”
 
   Oh Se-chan, who had come to accept his situation, calmly asked his subordinate this question with the expression of a sage, detached from worldly desires . 
 
   “Kim Woo-…no, Isaac Ivanov will be the one to deliver the dungeon report . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   At that moment, Oh Se-chan looked incredibly surprised for a moment before he seemed to understand the situation and clenched his fists . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “As I expected, it was Kim Woo-jin! I told you, didn’t I? He would do it! After all, trust and faith are very important . The heavens have finally rewarded my faith! Ahahaha!”
 
   Oh Se-chan shouted out these words happily . 
 
   “Bring my phone . ”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “Oh and bring the instant rice that we didn’t tell Kim Woo-jin about . ”
 
   “Yes? Why instant rice…”
 
   “What do you mean? I’m going to mix it with the rest of my jajangmyeon! Or do you expect me to throw it away? Huh?”
 
   It seemed that Oh Se-chan had returned to his normal form . 
 
   “Now, let’s talk to the new hero . ”
 
   And it was at this moment that history was made . 
 
   …
 
   San Francisco, the historic location where the pride of the Great America was severely wounded . 
 
   And now, another historic event had taken place there . The clearance of the Forest of the Dead Dungeon . 
 
   “I’d like to express my gratitude to this great country for giving me this chance . ”
 
   Such an event came to an end following the words of Isaac Ivanov, the conqueror of the Forest of the Dead dungeon . 
 
   A new historical record had been written . 
 
   And now the aftermath of that historical moment had begun to devour the world . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov conquers the Forest of the Dead!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov creates a new legend!]
 
   Everyone was shocked by the unexpected performance given by Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   -So they made another bet? With Merlin’s Staff?
 
   -Give the items to the one who has the qualifications…kuh, I think I need to go change my underwear . 
 
   -Isaac Ivanov is the only successor to Lee Se-jun . You can’t compare him to ordinary players!
 
   And the world was even more shocked after learning of what happened in the dungeon . 
 
   At the same time, people applauded . 
 
   -Oh my God, he managed to step over Ellis Highton and beat the Dullahan?
 
   -Hunting the Dullahan alone? How the hell is that possible? (TL: they always forget Jin-ah)
 
   -You can’t say he hunted it on his own . If it wasn’t for Ellis Highton’s big choice at the end, the result might have been different . 
 
   It was applause of Ellis Highton’s decision . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   This was understandable . 
 
   -It was all because Ellis Highton decided to hand over Merlin’s Staff and King Arthur’s Ring . 
 
   -Even if Isaac Ivanov had an advantage over the Dullahan, making such a decision must not have been easy .  
 
   Ellis Highton had made the decision to hand Merlin’s Staff and King Arthur’s Ring to Isaac Ivanov before he had finished hunting the Dullahan . 
 
   -The Great One Guild might have lost their legendary items, but they didn’t lose their pride and dignity . 
 
   -It may be a loss for the Great One Guild, but it is a gain for humanity…what a great saying . 
 
   This fact made the world consider Ellis Highton to be a great loser . 
 
   ‘She made the most out of the loss . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin thought the same . 
 
   ‘I didn’t expect her to give me the items in advance . ’
 
   Right after he had attacked the Dullahan and taken its head, Ellis Highton had appeared and given the two items to him . 
 
   ‘It wasn’t without a cost . ’
 
   Moreover, in the process, she did not state any conditions . 
 
   She simply accepted her defeat and handed those items over to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   That was the part that Kim Woo-jin appreciated the most . 
 
   ‘It left room…’
 
   If Ellis Highton had tried to give Kim Woo-jin the items while stating conditions then Kim Woo-jin would not have even glanced in her direction . 
 
   Even if they were to make a deal, if the transaction was exposed to the public then everyone would know that they’d made a deal . 
 
   However, she had quickly handed over the items without stating any price . 
 
   For the players who were looking on from afar, it was as though the middle part of a movie had suddenly been removed and they no longer understood what was going on . 
 
   Of course, the other players would observe this with some suspicion and some would even feel that Ellis Highton and Isaac Ivanov had some kind of deal . 
 
   However, Ellis had been able to create a situation where there was still room to maneuver . 
 
   ‘So they’ll try to use that room to do some trick . ’
 
   In other words, this meant that neither Ellis Highton nor the Great One Guild had any intentions of letting Isaac Ivanov off . 
 
   ‘That’s to be expected . ’
 
   But Kim Woo-jin didn’t pay too much attention to that fact . 
 
   In the first place, he had never expected the road to be smooth after he successfully acquired the two items . 
 
   ‘This has made Isaac Ivanov into a hero . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Instead, the thing that was most important to Kim Woo-jin at that moment, was the fact that Isaac Ivanov had become a person whose results always exceeded expectations . 
 
   ‘A hero who goes beyond imagination . ’
 
   It was different from just being a very good player . 
 
   The difference was the ability to give hope and create miracles . 
 
   ‘I wonder what kind of expression Lee Se-jun is wearing right now . ’
 
   It was the same as the way Lee Se-jun was different from the average player . 
 
   In other words, at this moment, in the eyes of the public, Isaac Ivanvov had become a similar entity to Lee Se-jun . 
 
   The size of the flame was much smaller than that of the Savior, Lee Se-jun, but the light they were emitting was the same . 
 
   A person who could replace the Savior if they encountered any problems . 
 
   ‘It shouldn’t be a pleasant expression . ’
 
   This was not a good thing for Lee Se-jun who always shined more because he was unique . 
 
   This was why Kim Woo-jin considered the increase in reputation to be his biggest gain from the Forest of the Dead dungeon . 
 
   ‘It’s unfortunate that I can’t see his face . ’
 
   Thanks to Isaac Ivanov, the Messiah Guild would once again be forced to make major changes to its plans . 
 
   Of course, the gains he got from completing the dungeon were quite large . 
 
   ‘Come to think of it, Park Shin-hye’s expression should be rather unpleasant as well . Merlin’s Staff has fallen into my hands . ’
 
   He had both Merlin’s Staff aad King Arthur’s Ring . 
 
   For Kim Woo-jin, the lack of magic power had always been a constraint so the value of these two items which could make his magic power almost unlimited didn’t need to be expressly stated . 
 
   ‘I’m more curious about the Dullahan’s body . ’
 
   In addition, this time, Kim Woo-jin had managed to obtain the Dullahan’s body . 
 
   Following the Golden Lion and the Ogre, a new skeleton had taken a space in the Book of the Dead . 
 
   ‘The Dullahan has the ability to use a mount so it should be similar to a Skeleton Knight . ’
 
   His increase in power was indescribable . 
 
   This was why he was confident . 
 
   ‘There is no problem with joining the attack on the Hatchling Dungeon which will appear in January next year . ’
 
   He had the confidence to hunt the Hatchling which was the strongest monster that could appear in 3 Floor dungeons . 
 
   ‘I have to reach level 80 by then . ’
 
   That’s why Kim Woo-jin began to prepare . 
 
   ‘And I should thank my benefactor . ’
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   The biggest beneficiary of the attack on the Forest of the Dead dungeon was, of course, Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   [What else did Isaac Ivanov gain in this dungeon?]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov hits the jackpot!]
 
   [The value of the things Isaac Ivanov gained in this dungeon might be comparable to the gains from a 6 Floor Dungeon!]
 
   Some people estimated his gains to be even more than those from a 6 Floor dungeon . 
 
   Considering the fact that there had yet to be a successful attack on a 7 Floor dungeon, it could be said that he had gained the greatest reward possible in this dungeon . 
 
   Unsurprisingly, those who invested in Isaac Ivanov also gained some benefits from his achievement . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov thanks Park Yong-wan!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, “This was only possible with the help of many people, including Park Yong-wan . ”]
 
   Especially Park Yong-wan . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov mentions Park Yong-wan by name!]
 
   Moreover, until now, the only sponsor that Isaac Ivanov had mentioned by name, was Park Yong-wan . 
 
   This gave the world no choice but to reevaluate Park Yong-wan, who had been generously sponsoring Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   [Park Yong-wan discovers a savior who can save the world!]
 
   [Does the Phoenix Guild intend to walk the same path as the Messiah Guild?!]
 
   [Park Yong-wan, truly the Dark Knight!]
 
   Park Yong-wan’s reputation improved to an extreme level, and the Phoenix Guild, which had been considered the root of all evil in Korea, had become a guild that strived to follow the footsteps of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   “It’s full of news about Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   From Park Yong-wan’s point of view, this made him so happy that he could not stop smiling . 
 
   The perception, which had not changed even after they used a lot of money and effort, had started to change just because of his investment in one player . 
 
   “It was worth it to follow your words and invest in him . We hit the jackpot this time . ”
 
   Therefore, Park Yong-wan didn’t forget to thank Kim Woo-jin, who had advised him to make the investment . 
 
   “Thanks . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded calmly to Park Yong-wan’s gratitude . 
 
   “I’m happy to help . ”
 
   “You didn’t just help . If I’m honest, I’d have loved to give you a legendary item . If I could afford it . ”
 
   Of course, that was only his gratitude . 
 
   “Why did you want to see me?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew that Park Yong-wan was not the type of person who’d call him just to express gratitude . 
 
   Park Yong-wan also knew this . 
 
   Therefore, he didn’t try to pretend in front of Kim Woo-jin, who had already grasped his intentions . 
 
   “I called you here because I have a request . ”
 
   “A request?”
 
   “First of all, you have to accept it . You can’t refuse . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s expression stiffened as he heard this condition . 
 
   It was clearly unusual to not give him the choice to refuse . 
 
   “Of course, a great reward will be given . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan knew that, so he emphasized the compensation part .  
 
   “What reward?”
 
   “It depends on your performance, but I can guarantee that you will get at least a Unique rank Skill Page . ”
 
   “At least Unique?”
 
   Park Yong-wan continued explaining to the surprised Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “A player has requested you be their partner in a dungeon . It seems they want to see your skills . This works because I also want to plant someone near to that person . It’s like you were tailor made for this role . ” (TL: *cough*)
 
   At those words, Kim Woo-jin’s expression once again became stiff and serious . 
 
   “Who is the person that requested me?”
 
   Park Yong-wan’s expression also became serious as he responded . 
 
   “The person who requested you is Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   …
 
   As a player’s level increased, so did their value . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   At the same time, the risk that the player had to shoulder in the dungeon was comparatively higher . 
 
   That was why all players and guilds did everything within their means to increase their success rate in a dungeon, even if it was only a little . 
 
   Of course, there were certain ways to increase the success rate that worked better than others . 
 
   One of them was to attack the dungeon with skilled players . 
 
   No matter how well prepared they were, if the skill level of the players participating in the dungeon attack was low, then the probability of success would also be low . 
 
   “What’s the next scheduled 3 Floor dungeon for the Great One Guild?”
 
   “Contact the Frontier Guild . Ask them if they have any more slots for their next 4 Floor dungeon attack . ”
 
   “Orochi, is there still no news of the 3 Floor dungeon attack?”
 
   That was why players and guilds paid keen attention to the dungeon attack schedule of talented players . 
 
   It was the same for the press . 
 
   It was not possible for them to interview the players in the dungeon, so they used any means necessary to contact well known players before their dungeon attacks . 
 
   This period was commonly referred to as the ‘storm’ . 
 
   However, if the target was not just a common player, but the main character in a historical event, then it could no longer be called a ‘storm’, instead, it became a ‘typhoon’ . 
 
   And the typhoon caused by Isaac Ivanov had begun . 
 
   [What is Isaac Ivanov’s next target?]
 
   [What will Isaac Ivanov do next?]
 
   [Are the rumors about Isaac Ivanov’s guild transfer true?]
 
   [Is the rumor that Isaac Ivanov is recruiting party members true?]
 
   The media paid enough attention to his every move to even create a category of news called Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   -Isaac is changing guilds?
 
   -There’s a rumor that he’s joining the Messiah Guild . 
 
   -Wasn’t there a rumor that he was going to join the Great One Guild? Isn’t the Merlin’s Staff his transfer fee?
 
   -There are rumors that Isaac Ivanov is ending his solo play and recruiting party members! (TL:…Lee Jin-ah is invisible…confirmed)
 
   ㄴDidn’t Isaac already have a teammate?
 
   ㄴI don’t think so
 
   ㄴHe doesn’t . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   And public opinion became more fuel for the typhoon, scattering new suspicions and rumors upon the stage created by the media,
 
   Of course, it was the guilds who were affected the most by the typhoon . 
 
   In particular, those players who were active in 3 Floor dungeons whose very fates could change depending on Isaac Ivanov’s moves, were desperate . 
 
   “Find out what Isaac Ivanov’s next move is . ”
 
   “What happened when you contacted Isaac Ivanov’s side? Can you join him in his next dungeon attack?”
 
   “If you stick with Isaac Ivanov, you can clear the dungeon!”
 
   Above all, the fact that Isaac Ivanov cleared all of the dungeons he participated in with results far surpassing common sense made the reactions of the players and guilds even more sensitive . 
 
   “It’s okay to lose some money . After all, there’s nothing safer than attacking a dungeon with him . ”
 
   If you failed to clear a dungeon then you would die, this was why there was nothing more sought after than a player who could eliminate the risk of failure . 
 
   In other words, players at the same level as Isaac Ivanov no longer considered him as a competitor . 
 
   They simply looked to him as a being who could keep them alive . 
 
   The entire world was swept into Isaac Ivanov’s typhoon . 
 
   Of course, there were some who enjoyed the ride . 
 
   Park Yong-wan was one of them . 
 
   Many people asked him questions about Isaac Ivanov since he was the only sponsor who had been called by name so far . 
 
   “I’ll talk to him for you when I see him later . ”
 
   They wanted to know if he could help them build bridges with Isaac Ivanov, what they could do to sponsor Isaac Ivanov, and if he was his secret weapon . 
 
   “Everyone’s asking me about Isaac Ivanov now . ”
 
   He would receive call after call about Isaac Ivanov to the point where he had to get a new phone . 
 
   “This is the first time since I became a player that I’ve been asked questions like this . ”
 
   This was a strange experience for Park Yong-wan, who was one of the strongest players in Korea, who had successfully cleared two 6 Floor dungeons, and was considered to be one of the Guild Masters of the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   “It isn’t so bad . ”
 
   He quite liked the experience . 
 
   It would be weird if he wasn’t happy in a situation where his own value rose while he simply sat in a room . Especially in an era where a person’s value could only be raised by creating results with their own hands . 
 
   And it wasn’t just his value that was increasing . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   There were also many people who promised him great rewards on the condition that he helped them form a connection with Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “I didn’t expect even the Messiah Guild to come to me . ”
 
   Even the Messiah Guild had contacted Park Yong-wan to find out information about Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “Still, they were too embarrassed to use their own name . So they only contacted me through a different route . ”
 
   Of course, it wasn’t the official route . 
 
   The Messiah Guild had approached him using a different name . 
 
   However, Park Yong-wan had the ability and intelligence network to find out the source of that route . 
 
   “It seems that Isaac Ivanov has very few contacts . ”
 
   In other words, there were very few people in the world who could contact Isaac Ivanov the way Park Yong-wan could . 
 
   “Right, I was lucky . ”
 
   From a certain standpoint, Park Yong-wan could be considered lucky to even have a way to contact Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “If we hadn’t learned that he wanted the Skeleton Knight skill, then we never would have gotten this opportunity . ”
 
   As he recalled that incident, Park Yong-wan smiled . 
 
   “So today is the day that Kim Woo-jin meets Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   “It was said that it is only a meeting with Isaac Ivanov’s partner . ”
 
   “You mean the guy called Spashiba?”
 
   “His correct name is…”
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   “I don’t need to know his name . They’ll be targeting a dungeon right after the meeting right?”
 
   “Yes . That’s what the schedule they gave us states . ”
 
   The reason he had spared no investment for this interview . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   Beep!
 
   A text message came to Park Yong-wan’s secretary’s phone and after reading it, her face became a bit stiff . 
 
   “The signal for the tracking device attached to Kim Woo-jin has disappeared . It seems the meeting has begun . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan smiled at those words . 
 
   “Their security is quite thorough . I like it . ”
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   Beep!
 
   When the tracking device on Kim Woo-jin deactivated with a beeping sound, Oh Se-chan’s subordinate made an OK sign with his fingers . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who had appeared without any disguise was dumbstruck . 
 
   “You’re a real scumbag to come to a private meeting with a tracking device and a wire(1) . If I were Isaac Ivanov, then you would’ve been killed already . ”
 
   Instead of answering, Kim Woo-jin changed his clothes and headed to a parked van . 
 
   The van, which had half opened doors, was filled with electronic equipment like in a spy movie . 
 
   “Get in . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin got into the van and the doors were closed the second that Lee Jin-ah got on as well . 
 
   Krrr!
 
   Following the loud sound of the engine, the van began to move . 
 
   The conversation began when the muted sounds of other vehicle engines could be heard as the truck started driving on a highway . 
 
   “Before we start this meeting…”
 
   It was Lee Jin-ah who started talking . 
 
   “Would it have killed you to tell me about it earlier? Huh? I only found out about it this morning . ”
 
   It turned out that Lee Jin-ah had only been briefed on the day’s schedule that very morning . 
 
   “Dammit, I still remember . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan had called Lee Jin-ah in the morning and told him that he had to get up because he had to meet Kim Woo-jin at the meeting location . 
 
   “When I woke up and heard that, I told Se-chan to not mess with me and he cursed me . But tell me honestly, anyone would have said the same thing wouldn’t they?”
 
   It was natural for Lee Jin-ah to not believe it because it was not something that one would expect . 
 
   From the standpoint of someone who knew the truth, it was strange for Isaac Ivanov to send his teammate to interview Kim Woo-jin to join their party . 
 
   “Isn’t it riskier this way?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   After all, there was a risk . 
 
   “Isn’t it? You’re Isaac Ivanov aren’t you?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin and Isaac Ivanov were the same person, but if they were to attack a dungeon together, then naturally they would need to be seen together . 
 
   This was a new flaw that could be exposed . 
 
   “I’ve prepared in advance . ”
 
   That is why Kim Woo-jin had made his own preparations . 
 
   “There’s a call from the boss . I’ll put him on speaker . ”
 
   In addition, it wasn’t just Kim Woo-jin who’d prepared . 
 
   -I didn’t get a chance to say congratulations back then because I was too busy . So Congratulations on clearing the dungeon . And also acquiring Merlin’s Wand while you did it . 
 
   “Let’s do the greetings later . Are your preparations complete?”
 
   Oh Se-chan was also preparing for when Isaac Ivanov moved together with Oh Se-chan . 
 
   -You mean the doppelganger? It needs a couple more improvements . They should be done by the start of next year . 
 
   A doppelganger . 
 
   The masks that Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah used, had been improved to the extent that they could now cover the entire body instead of just the face . 
 
   “Can it be completed by January?”
 
   -You could even use it now as long as you weren’t too rough with it . All I’m talking about are the improvements . The unit price will go down a little bit more if we can improve it . Although we can still use it if necessary, it is a bit too expensive . 
 
   Of course, it was expensive . 
 
   It was made from the body parts of a Doppelganger, a monster that was incredibly difficult to encounter .  
 
   Even the unit price of the masks that Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah used all the time was quite high . 
 
   If they made it so that they had to cover the entire body, then the price would be dozens of times higher . 
 
   “Thank you . ”
 
   Knowing that, Kim Woo-jin expressed his gratitude . 
 
   -Anyway, it’s pretty expensive . 
 
   And Oh Se-chan kept emphasizing that part . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “I’m forever grateful . ”
 
   -It’s expensive . It costs money . And you’re the one who’s going to use it . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded to him after a long sigh . 
 
   “I’m sure that I’ll successfully clear the next dungeon, so you can bet on me again like you did last time . ”
 
   Those words made Oh Se-chan shout immediately . 
 
   -Hey, Lee Jin-ah you bastard! You’re there aren’t you? Why did you tell him! You little shit!
 
   Oh Se-chan’s shout shocked Lee Jin-ah who had been listening to the conversation from the side . 
 
   “Hyung, I didn’t tell him anything . ”
 
   -Huh?
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin said . 
 
   “I was just talking, I didn’t think it was actually true . ”
 
   -H-, huh?
 
   Only then did Oh Se-chan, who realised that Kim Woo-jin had tricked the truth out of him, change the subject with an awkward laugh . 
 
   -Haha, right . Anyway, our relationship is based on trust and faith so we should continue believing in it . Ah, so what’s your schedule for today? Are you going straight to the dungeon?
 
   “We’ll have a meal before we start the dungeon . 
 
   -A meal?
 
   “The money I spend today will be covered by the Phoenix Guild . In a way, it is an entertainment expense and there’s no way that Park Yong-wan would hesitate to give it . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan was dumbstruck at his words . 
 
   -You really intend to suck him dry . Not even a real dog would suck on a bone so much . Did he have bad luck in his past life? Or did he sell his country in the future? 
 
   When he heard this, Kim Woo-jin simply smiled slightly without answering . Beside him, Lee Jin-ah spoke hesitantly . 
 
   “So what you’re saying is that I can eat as much as I want today right?”
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   “Can I have beef?”
 
   “As much as you like . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Can I have Korean beef?”
 
   “That’s not a bad idea . ”
 
   At that moment Lee Jin-ah shouted to the driver . 
 
   “Take us to the most expensive Korean beef restaurant nearby . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled slightly as he saw him acting more excited than ever . 
 
   -Hey, Jin-ah! Don’t forget to pack up the leftover meat alright? At least 10 servings should be packed away . 
 
   “Ah, of course . I’ll also bring some ssamjang(1) . ”
 
   -Right, I trust you Jin-ah . 
 
   “Trust me . ”
 
   -I really believe you . Make sure to bring the expensive parts . 
 
   “Naturally . ”
 
   -And you can’t forget the lettuce and other side dishes…
 
   Kim Woo-jin stopped paying attention as the conversation between the two became much deeper and more serious . 
 
   “Please give me the dungeon report . ”
 
   Instead, he asked Oh Se-chan’s subordinate for the report of the dungeon that would be the location for the test . 
 
   “Yes, here it is . ”
 
   The subordinate immediately handed over the report . 
 
   “That’s a good attitude . As your interviewer, I’ll give you a pass! From now on, you will be our new teammate!”
 
   Then Lee Jin-ah, who had finished discussing his plans with Oh Se-chan, spoke to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin shook his head . 
 
   “I won’t pass . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “I failed this test . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “What bullshit is that? Don’t you have to pass this time to join the party?”
 
   At Lee Jin-ah’s words, Kim Woo-jin looked at him like he was the one who was talking nonsense . 
 
   “If I fail this time then Park Yong-wan will invest more in me . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   “It’s better to spend money on someone retaking an exam than train someone else . ”
 
   That was when Lee Jin-ah realised what he was talking about . 
 
   ‘If Kim Woo-jin died, even hell might refuse to accept him . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah sincerely felt that Kim Woo-jin who was calmly reading the dungeon report in front of him, was a truly vicious person . 
 
   Of course, Lee Jin-ah didn’t know . 
 
   [Survive the Black Orcs for 6 days!]
 
   – Floors: 3
 
   – Difficulty: B-
 
   – Maximum Number of Entries: 60
 
   – Requirements: Level 80 or below
 
   – Conditions: Survive the Black Orc Chiefs and their horde for 6 days . 
 
   – Reward: None
 
   ‘I need to reach level 80 in this dungeon . And Lee Jin-ah Blessing of the River Styx skill needs to go up by another rank . I’ll raise it somehow . ‘
 
   That Kim Woo-jin, who was reading the dungeon report in front of him at that moment, was much more vicious than he thought . 
 
   ‘If Lee Jin-ah’s Blessing of River Styx is too low, then even he would not be able to survive against the Hatchling . ”
 
   And that Kim Woo-jin was preparing to take him to a place that was even worse than hell . 
 
   “But I need to check again . Can I really eat as much meat as I want today?”
 
   “Sure . ”
 
   “Kuh! So it turns out that you’re a good guy after all . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin gave Lee Jin-ah a smile . 
 
   Ignorance was truly bliss . 
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   There are two reasons why players enter dungeons . 
 
   One is to clear it .  
 
   The other is for training . 
 
   It wasn’t unusual to use a dungeon for training .  
 
   They were the perfect places to train as there were many targets and the security was high . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also trained in dungeons . 
 
   And of course, the mindset when clearing a dungeon and training was very different . 
 
   When clearing a dungeon, Kim Woo-jin did his best to not feel a sense of achievement, but to instead feel a sense of dejection . 
 
   However, it was different when training . 
 
   In the case of training, Kim Woo-jin’s goal when training was simply to survive, even if it might be easy to die . 
 
   ‘This is the worst . ’
 
   That was why Kim Woo-jin looked at the staff in his hand with a frown . 
 
   [Merlin’s Staff]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   – Required Level: Level 1 or higher
 
   – Description: The staff used by the Great Wizard Merlin . It contains a large amount of magic power . 
 
   – Attack Power +20% when equipped
 
   – Magic Power +20% when equipped
 
   – Magic Power Recovery Speed +30% when equipped
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   – Magic Power increases in proportion to the user’s level . 
 
   He was looking at Merlin’s Staff . 
 
   [King Arthur’s Ring]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   – Required Level: Level 1 or higher
 
   – Description: A token that represents the Great King of the Round Table . It contains the King’s qualifications . 
 
   – All stats +15%
 
   – Attack Power +15%
 
   – Increases the effects of other items related to the Round Table by 100%
 
   – Excalibur can be used . 
 
   Then he looked at King Arthur’s Ring which was on one of the fingers of the hand holding the staff . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin turned his eyes to the scene that had been created by the combination of these two items . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   It was a scene of a group of 80 skeletons completely destroying a group of thirty Kobolds . 
 
   Naturally, there was no struggle for survival or feeling of training with the presence of 80 skeletons . 
 
   To put it simply, this scene was similar to that of a child playfully squashing ants between their fingers . 
 
   This was the reason for Kim Woo-jin’s frown . 
 
   ‘I didn’t think that it would be this bad . ’
 
   In all honesty, Kim Woo-jin hadn’t expected such a scene . 
 
   While he was hunting the Dullahan, he had received the Merlin’s Staff and King Arthur’s Ring because of Ellis’ careful calculations, but he had not used them properly at that time . 
 
   After all, since the hunt of the Dullahan was progressing as planned, there was no reason for him to modify it . 
 
   And there was no reason for him to show off even more strength to his competitors . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   In other words, this was the first time that he truly made use of the Merlin’s Staff and King Arthur’s Ring . 
 
   Of course, the training wasn’t done properly .  
 
   Instead, he only had one thought . 
 
   ‘There is still magic power left over . ’
 
   At this point, Kim Woo-jin had enough magic power to summon anything that he wanted to summon . 
 
   ‘There’s still Van Gogh’s Bracelet . ’
 
   What was more surprising, was the fact that Kim Woo-jin had still not exerted his full strength . 
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin was wearing two rings, the Plus Ring and King Arthur’s Ring . 
 
   If he wore Hercules’ Ring after equipping Van Gogh’s Bracelet then his power would increase by another 20% . 
 
   And he still had space for three more rings after that . 
 
   It was a great deal and Kim Woo-jin had no intentions of belittling this tremendous amount of power
 
   ‘I can’t train . ’
 
   On the contrary, Kim Woo-jin didn’t forget that one of the reasons he came to this dungeon, was to measure his strength . 
 
   ‘I need to figure out what my limits are . ’
 
   Above all, the limit of strength that Kim Woo-jin knew now, was only his speculation . 
 
   He knew he had become stronger, but he did not know how much stronger . 
 
   ‘The most dangerous thing would be to overestimate or underestimate myself . ’
 
   That was the worst thing that Kim Woo-jin could think of . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld smiles at your overwhelming dignity . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the underworld has bestowed some power to you . ]
 
   [The rank of the Ruler of the Battlefield skill has increased by one . ]
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Of course, his halo, who didn’t know the thoughts that were running through Kim Woo-jin’s head at that moment, was quite impressed with the sight he witnessed . 
 
   “Wow, thanks to the skeletons, my level just keeps going up . Just breathe and level up . Kuk!”
 
   And Lee Jin-ah, who was munching on a chocolate bar that he got from his inventory, was also enjoying the results of the Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
   “I still haven’t finished digesting the beef that I ate before we entered the dungeon . ”
 
   And it seemed that the beef that he’d eaten before they entered the dungeon was indigestible . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin shot a cold glance at Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   When he saw the glance, Lee Jin-ah hurriedly continued . 
 
   “What can I do anyway? Wouldn’t it be strange for me to go forward when the Skeleton Soldiers are already handling everything? If there was something to fight, I’d fight it . But I can’t fight the skeletons can I?”
 
   The moment he said those words, Lee Jin-ah’s expression became crumpled . 
 
   “Fuck my stupid mouth . I should cut out my tongue or something . ”
 
   This showed that he’d realized exactly what he’d just done . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin also knew what Lee Jin-ah was so mad about . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   So the skeletons began turning to look at their new target and there was only one thing that Lee Jin-ah could say at the sight . 
 
   “Fuck!”
 
   …
 
   “Dammit!”
 
   With an annoyed shout, Oh Se-chan stopped eating his bowl of ramen and wiped the sweat from his scalp . 
 
   “I’m still pissed off . ”
 
   His anger was clearly visible as he continued . 
 
   In fact, his anger caused the atmosphere around him to become tense . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   However this time, Oh Se-chan’s subordinates didn’t pay much attention to his actions . 
 
   ‘It’s starting again . ’
 
   This was because they knew the target of Oh Se-chan’s rage . 
 
   In addition, they knew how petty his anger was . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah you little pig . Wasn’t he supposed to send things for us to eat? How could we wrap anything when he ate all the meat in the restaurant? Hey, really . ”
 
   The reason for his anger was none other than the fact that he couldn’t have a free meal because Lee Jin-ah had eaten all the meat in the restaurant . 
 
   “This is why you don’t raise a black haired beast . Sooner or later I’m gonna shave off that black hair . I’m gonna shave it all off . ”
 
   This was the fourth time that Oh Se-chan had vented his anger because he didn’t get the chance to eat beef . 
 
   Woowoong!
 
   Then the feature phone(1) in his pocket vibrated . 
 
   Oh Se-chan’s expression immediately changed after he took out the feature phone and read the text that he had received . 
 
   Crunch . 
 
   After he read the text, he crushed the phone in his fist . 
 
   “Incinerate this . ”
 
   It was an order . 
 
   It was also an order to destroy an information network that had cost an enormous amount to create . 
 
   It could only be one of two reasons why such orders would be given . 
 
   “What’s going on?”
 
   It was either to cut off a finger with tears in your eyes because something bad happened, or to pleasantly give it up after achieving your goal . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild has postponed their attack on the 7 Floor dungeon . ”
 
   This time, it was the latter . 
 
   “Looks like their project is finally starting to crack . ”
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   It was an era where there were numerous guilds, and new guilds were created and disbanded every day . 
 
   Yet, even in such an era, there were five guilds who remained from the beginning . 
 
   They had an invariably overwhelming presence and their influence was absolute . 
 
   At the top position of these five guilds was always occupied by the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Of course, this was because of Lee Se-jun . 
 
   The world willingly considered him to be their savior, who unflinchingly walked along a path that no one had threaded before in an effort to save the world .  
 
   In other words, even if they were willing to sacrifice their lives to save the world, they would not be treated in such a special way if they did not walk a path that no one had walked before . 
 
   “On January 24th, we were going to target the C+ rank 7 Floor dungeon . ”
 
   Therefore, for the Messiah Guild, attacking the 7 Floor dungeon was a crucial decision that would determine the value of their existence . 
 
   “But now that plan has been postponed . ”
 
   But now Park Shin-hye was announcing the fact that the Messiah Guild’s biggest project, the 7 Floor dungeon, had been delayed in front of seven people who were sitting at a table in holographic form . 
 
   “God of Bows, this is because of you . ”
 
   After giving her announcement, she turned to look at the God of Bows, Noda Heijiro, who was represented by a green hologram . 
 
   Naturally, the other holograms all turned to look at the God of Bows as well . 
 
   However, even when faced with their questioning gazes, Noda Heijiro did not say anything . 
 
   He showed his stubbornness by sitting there with his eyes and mouth closed . 
 
   When Park Shin-hye saw that, there was a flash in her beautiful eyes . 
 
   “I think you are mistaking my politeness to you for something else . ”
 
   Her eyes were fierce enough to overshadow her beautiful appearance . 
 
   As the leader of the world’s largest conglomerate that served the savior, many people saw her as a fairy, but if they were to see her at that moment then it would make their hearts stop . 
 
   However, this was her true appearance?
 
   She shared a long history with the Savior Lee Se-jun to the point that they would even die for each other .  
 
   “So if you want to make any excuses, now is your chance . ”
 
   And as she spoke to the God of Bows before her, her voice was filled with a promise of violence that would make even the world’s top players shiver . 
 
   Of course, the God of Bows was also no ordinary person . 
 
   He didn’t even try to make any excuses when faced with Park Shin-hye’s threats . 
 
   “Three of my students have been killed . My pride will not allow me to let him live in this situation . And until that is resolved, we will not participate in the 7 Floor dungeon attack . ”
 
   Instead, he insisted on making his own self assertion . 
 
   When she saw the attitude displayed by the God of Bows, Park Shin-hye grit her teeth . 
 
   “So does this mean that you are threatening our attack on the 7 Floor dungeon?”
 
   It was a volatile situation . 
 
   No one in the meeting wanted to speak up in such a tense atmosphere . 
 
   It was then . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Tok tok!
 
   The sound of a microphone being tapped was heard from the only seat that was not filled by a hologram, but instead had speakers placed in front of it . 
 
   As everyone’s eyes turned to look at the speakers before the empty seat, a calm voice could be heard from them . 
 
   -We can put off the attack on the 7 Floor dungeon for a month . God of Bows, you will have to take your revenge during that time . 
 
   It was Lee Se-jun’s . 
 
   Park Shin-hye looked surprised at the words of the man referred to as the Savior of the World, while the God of Bows nodded . 
 
   -However, this is your last chance at revenge . If this fails, then the Yamato Federation, including you, God of Bows, will have to unconditionally cooperate with the Messiah Guild . 
 
   The God of Bows replied with a bitter smile . 
 
   “If I fail this time, then my life will be yours, Lee Se-jun, to use as you please . ”
 
   -Then this meeting is adjourned . We will attack the 7 Floor dungeon after a one month delay . 
 
   That ended the meeting and the holograms immediately began to disappear one after another . 
 
   “Lee Se-jun, thanks for your help . ”
 
   The moment the last hologram disappeared, Park Shin-hye spoke to the direction of Lee Se-jun’s seat . 
 
   “I made you do something you shouldn’t have had to do . ”
 
   The Park Shin-hye who was saying these words was completely different from the fierce Park Shin-hye just a moment ago . 
 
   “I’m sure that the God of Bows will fail . Then naturally, he will become cooperative again . It would be better to draw a clear line this time . Even if he succeeds, we’ll still have to be happy with it . ”
 
   She began speaking in a gentle and polite tone . 
 
   -If the God of Bows fails again, recruit him . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Park Shin-hye was surprised at Lee Se-jun’s sudden words . 
 
   -That Kim Woo-jin is no ordinary person . I especially like the fact that he uses poison . If we raise him well, I’m sure he’d become the perfect hunting dog . 
 
   In response to Lee Se-jun’s words, Park Shin-hye simply nodded without answering . 
 
   That was her relationship with Lee Se-jun . 
 
   They were not colleagues . 
 
   It was a relationship between a head and its limbs, and when one gave an order, the other followed it without question . 
 
   -What do you plan to do about Isaac Ivanov?
 
   Only when a question was asked did Park Shin-hye open her mouth to answer . 
 
   “It’s not easy to personally get rid of Isaac Ivanov right now, the risk is too high . That’s why I’m thinking about giving him a rival . ”
 
   -A rival?
 
   “I found a good player in Europe . ”
 
   -It’s been a long time since I heard you call someone good . 
 
   “Yes, he’s pretty good . Most importantly, his main weapons are summoned monsters, just like Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   -What’s his name?
 
   “Johann Georg . The signing is almost complete . ”
 
   -I have a good feeling . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Results are more important than feelings . I’ll definitely give you the results you like . ”
 
   -I look forward to it . 
 
   These words caused a smile to stretch across Park Shin-hye’s face . 
 
   …
 
   Before returning to the past, Kim Woo-jin was one of the most loyal members of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   At that time, Kim Woo-jin had two roles in the Messiah Guild . 
 
   One, of course, was to play an active role as a hunting dog . 
 
   The other was to train new ones . 
 
   Of course, this wasn’t just Kim Woo-jin’s job . 
 
   Within the Messiah Guild, which preferred to carry out dungeon attacks with their internal personnel rather than collaborate with other guilds, it was naturally for skilled players to act as instructors . 
 
   Of course, the players who Kim Woo-jin were in charge of were different from the ordinary guild members . 
 
   The players who Kim Woo-jin were in charge of, were those who were considered the bad seeds in the Messiah Guild . 
 
   It was not an easy task . 
 
   The players in the Messiah Guild, who basically risked their lives to save the world, could be considered fanatics . 
 
   And even in the Messiah Guild, there were many of those who could be called bad seeds . 
 
   Most of them did not take it seriously when they were made to undergo his hellish training . 
 
   When they met Kim Woo-jin, there were some who scoffed because they did not think it could be anything much, those who downright ignored it when Kim Woo-jin gave an order, and those who basically acted like he didn’t exist . 
 
   However, after finishing Kim Woo-jin’s training, all of them had the same reaction the moment they exited the dungeons . 
 
   “Blergh . ”
 
   As soon as they left the dungeon and were relieved of the tension they had built up, they vomited all the contents of their stomachs . 
 
   “That fucking psychopath . I won’t let that bastard get away with this…”
 
   And they would stare at Kim Woo-jin as if they wanted nothing better than to skin him alive . 
 
   Of course, most of them lost that resolve the moment they made eye contact with Kim Woo-jin, but there were some special ones . 
 
   Those who did not become afraid, but instead acted however they liked after . 
 
   “I’ll let you go this time because you bought beef . You are lucky . ”
 
   Of course, Lee Jin-ah was the latter which made Kim Woo-jin give him a light smile . 
 
   ‘He’s a pretty amazing guy . ’
 
   Meanwhile, Oh Se-chan’s men who had been waiting outside the dungeon began to move hurriedly to clean up . 
 
   “I want something to eat! Rice! Meat!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah asked them for something to eat and Oh Se-chan’s subordinates brought over food as though they’d expected it . 
 
   As all of this was happening, Kim Woo-jin took a look at his status window . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin
 
   – Level: 78
 
   – Halo: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   – Stats: Health (236+490)
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Stamina (2+209)
 
   Magic Power (3+399)
 
   – Achievements: 61
 
   – Extra Points: 0
 
   ‘Level 78 . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s expression as he looked at the status window was not good . 
 
   What he was looking at was the harvest he’d gained from the dungeon, but he wasn’t satisfied . 
 
   ‘I still couldn’t figure out my limits . ’
 
   Even till the end, Kim Woo-jin had not been able to accomplish one of his goals, which was to find his limit . 
 
   ‘I need to attack more dungeons . ’
 
   This meant that he needed to test it again . 
 
   “Here…”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s subordinate approached Kim Woo-jin, who was planning which dungeon to attack next . 
 
   There was no need for a long conversation . 
 
   As soon as he received the feature phone from the subordinate, it began to ring . 
 
   -How was the dungeon?
 
   “Not too good . ”
 
   -Really? Then Kim Woo-jin will be rejected?
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled at Oh Se-chan’s words . 
 
   ‘He must have expected it . ’
 
   It seemed that Oh Se-chan had had a similar thought concerning Kim Woo-jin’s addition to the team . 
 
   “So what’s up?”
 
   There was no special anticipation in Kim Woo-jin’s voice when he asked this . 
 
   ‘There’s nothing special about this December . ’
 
   The current date was December 10, 2023 . 
 
   ‘The real big event starts in January . ’
 
   The December that Kim Woo-jin remembered was like the calm before the storm that would take place in January . 
 
   -The Messiah Guild postponed their attack on the 7 Floor dungeon . They didn’t announce the exact length, but the delay should only be a month or a month and a half . 
 
   However, the following information made Kim Woo-jin’s expression change . 
 
   “They’re going to act?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin even asked for confirmation because he was so surprised by those words . 
 
   He asked again . 
 
   “Is that information reliable?”
 
   -Positive . 
 
   When he heard this answer, Kim Woo-jin tapped his cheek with his finger instead of answering . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Unlike his usual appearance, he appeared slightly agitated . 
 
   ‘The Messiah Guild postponed their attack on the 7 Floor dungeon?’
 
   This was how shocking Oh Se-chan’s news was to him . 
 
   And the reason for that was simple . 
 
   For the Messiah Guild, attacking the 7 Floor dungeon was in essence, proving the necessity of their existence . 
 
   ‘Lee Se-jun made a move . ’
 
   Furthermore, it was based around Lee Se-jun who was called the Savior . 
 
   However, changing their schedule meant that there was a very big movement within the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘As far as I can remember, the core group who attacked the 7 Floor dungeon was made up of 9 players . Among those, who would make a move now…’
 
   At that moment, a man’s image appeared in Kim Woo-jin’s mind . 
 
   ‘The God of Bows . ’
 
   The God of Bows, Noda Heijiro .  
 
   Only after thinking this name did Kim Woo-jin put down his hand as he spoke . 
 
   “It’s possible that the God of Bows revolted . ”
 
   -I had the same thought . The God of Bows would definitely find the things that happened recently unpleasant . 
 
   When he heard that, Oh Se-chan also shared his thoughts . 
 
   -And it’s because of someone who can’t even join Isaac Ivanov’s party . Since it’s a 7 Floor dungeon, it would be difficult for even the God of Bows to guarantee his safety during the attack . So he probably wants to handle all his issues before then . He probably has some misgivings about Kim Woo-jin’s progress . 
 
   And Oh Se-chan had reached the same conclusion as Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   -Which means the God of Bows is…
 
   “He’ll send the best member that he can find to kill me . Or he will try to assassinate me himself in the real world . ”
 
   The God of Bows would definitely do all he can to kill Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin and Oh Se-chan became silent for a moment as they had this thought . 
 
   -So what do you want to do?
 
   After a short moment of silence, Oh Se-chan asked a question, to which Kim Woo-jin replied .  
 
   “I’ll do what I have to do step by step . I’ll start by having a proper meal on my way home . ”
 
   -A Meal?
 
   “The beef back then was delicious . ”
 
   At that moment, Lee Jin-ah, who was eating a Choco Pie, shouted . 
 
   “Did you just call me?”
 
   Following which, Oh Se-chan also shouted . 
 
   -Take out the 10 servings in advance this time . No, just don’t give any to that bastard, Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin laughed at his words . 
 
   -Ah, sorry . I just had a bad memory . So what’s next?
 
   To that question, Kim Woo-jin answered in a calm tone as though it was nothing special . 
 
   “I have to meet Park Yong-wan . ”
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   The top floor of the Phoenix Guild headquarters was originally an ordinary office, but it had been decorated so much that it now looked more like a penthouse . 
 
   It was so enchanting, that fantasizing that it could be their home was one of the guilty pleasures of all those who managed to enter it . 
 
   However, the expression on the face of the owner of said penthouse was anything but happy . 
 
   “So you failed?”
 
   As he said this, Park Yong-wan stared at Kim Woo-jin who was standing in front of him . 
 
   His eyes, colder than ever . 
 
   Any ordinary person would be terrified by the sight . 
 
   This player, Park Yong-wan, was already a monster that could not be dealt with using modern weapons . 
 
   “Didn’t I order you to pass somehow?”
 
   “Sorry . ”
 
   So it was only natural for Kim Woo-jin to bow his head to him . 
 
   However, Park Yong-wan frowned when he saw this . 
 
   “If it weren’t for the fact that you were the one who advised me to invest in Isaac Ivanov, I would not have even bothered to see your face . ”
 
   “Sorry . ”
 
   “I don’t want your apologies, let me hear your excuses . You didn’t even prepare an excuse, did you?”
 
   Only then did Kim Woo-jin lift his head and start speaking . 
 
   “He recognized the power of my poison . But he criticized my lack of versatility . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Is that your only excuse?”
 
   “I was asked if I could help when I was needed . ”
 
   When he heard those words, Park Yong-wan relaxed a little . 
 
   “So that means he’s keeping you as an option?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan’s expression also softened a bit . 
 
   ‘So it’s not that he’s not interested . ’
 
   To be honest, when Park Yong-wan first heard that Kim Woo-jin had failed to join Isaac Ivanov’s party, he’d wondered what to do with him . 
 
   Whether to throw him away, give him to someone else, or sell his services . 
 
   “Hmm . ”
 
   However, now that he’d heard the whole situation, it seemed that Isaac Ivanov did not completely give up on Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “A sub…”
 
   As he’d said before, Isaac Ivanov was willing to take Kim Woo-jin if it was necessary . 
 
   This meant that although he wasn’t in the first group, he was still treated as though he was in the second group . 
 
   In other words, this meant that if he could show something more, it was possible for him to join the first group . 
 
   ‘What should I do?’
 
   Of course, Park Yong-wan did not intend to start investing more in Kim Woo-jin for just that reason . 
 
   Park Yong-wan was the type of person who would not hesitate to get rid of something or someone after they had become useless . 
 
   At least, that was what the type of person that the Park Yong-wan, that Kim Woo-jin knew, was . 
 
   A human being who made decisions based only on his own interests without hesitation . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was for this very same reason that he had been able to sell his country without hesitation . 
 
   “It seems that Isaac Ivanov is likely to…”
 
   So Kim Woo-jin pulled out another card that he’d prepared . 
 
   “…leave his current guild . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   And Park Yong-wan’s expression changed completely due to how shocking this card was . 
 
   “What are you talking about?”
 
   “I heard him mention the addition of tanks and wizards during conversations he had with his teammate in Russian . Their conversation was about needing a new tank and about needing more firepower . ”
 
   “They want to recruit more party members?”
 
   “As far as I can tell, they don’t intend to get any support from the Mokosh Guild that they’re a part of . That’s no different from leaving the guild isn’t it?”
 
   At that moment, Park Yong-wan began doing calculations in his head . 
 
   ‘This…’
 
   Isaac Ivanov’s value had grown beyond description, so many guilds were coveting him at this point . 
 
   No, it was more than simply coveting, they were willing to pay a tremendous price just to get the name Isaac Ivanov associated with their guilds . 
 
   How much would it be worth if they got a chance to recruit Isaac Ivanov?
 
   But Park Yong-wan soon shook his head . 
 
   ‘No, Isaac Ivanov is unlikely to move to another guild . Otherwise, he would have done so by now . ’
 
   When you look at his past actions and the progress that he’d made, the chances of Isaac Ivanov joining another guild were extremely low . 
 
   ‘He won’t leave his guild . Instead, after forming his own party, it’s highly likely that he’ll keep acting the same way . ’
 
   It was highly likely that Isaac Ivanov would continue attacking dungeons as a party together with other guilds . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   At least, that’s what Park Yong-wan thought . 
 
   ‘That’s why he tested Kim Woo-jin . ’
 
   Furthermore, he could now understand why Isaac Ivanov was interested in Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘Right, he’s preparing to enter 4 Floor dungeons . In 4 Floor dungeons, there are a lot of monsters who can’t be handled with just physical force . ’
 
   When he reached this conclusion, Kim Woo-jin’s value in Park Yong-wan’s mind increased a little . 
 
   “If you have one more chance, are you confident that you can pass?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded to his question without hesitation . 
 
   “It is absolutely impossible for me right now . ”
 
   “And when you level up?”
 
   “It’s not something that kind of problem . Isaac Ivanov’s strength is on a different level compared to mine . It’s not something I can reach simply by leveling up . ”
 
   “What if you had better items?”
 
   “If you have such items then it would be better to just give them to Isaac Ivanov . ” (TL: hehe)
 
   Park Yong-wan nodded at the cold yet rational answer . 
 
   ‘He understands the situation well . ’
 
   If Kim Woo-jin had declared that he could do it with poor determination, then Park Yong-wan would have abandoned him immediately . 
 
   However, even at such a time, Kim Woo-jin was able to make a cool calculation . 
 
   He had tried to figure out just why he failed to pass the qualification test . 
 
   “Then what do you think?”
 
   This meant that he must know how to pass . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “It’s true that my poison adds to Isaac Ivanov’s ability . But he wants more than that . He doesn’t want one plus one to equal two . He wants a synergy that makes it become three . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan smiled at his words . 
 
   ‘It seems that I am quite lucky . ’ (TL:…you forgot the ‘un’)
 
   With that smile on his face, Park Yong-wan picked up an envelope from the desk in front of him . 
 
   “This was supposed to be your reward when you passed . ”
 
   From it, he pulled out a golden skill page . 
 
   [Corpse Poison(屍毒)]
 
   – Condition: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   – Required Level: Level 70 or above
 
   – Effect: Quickly decompose a corpse to create poison . The higher the skill rank, the stronger the corpse poison, and the faster it’s created . 
 
   It was a unique skill, Corpse Poison . 
 
   “This is an advanced payment . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan handed the page to Kim Woo-jin as he said . 
 
   “You must pass . There is no other option . ”
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin did not take the skill page but instead asked a question . 
 
   “But how are you going to get a chance from Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   “That’s what I need to worry about, you just focus on what you need to do . ”
 
   These words were basically the last notice . 
 
   Only then did Kim Woo-jin stop asking questions . 
 
   “I will change Isaac Ivanov’s mind somehow . ”
 
   He then accepted the skill page with overflowing determination . 
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   On January 1, 2020, mankind realised that the world had transformed into a game overnight and that anything could happen in the upcoming years . 
 
   This was why people haven’t gathered in the streets of Manhattan to shout ‘Happy New Year’ since 2020 . 
 
   By the end of December, governments in every country had to make tremendous efforts to prevent their citizens from hoarding supplies . 
 
   In spite of that, the citizens still held onto the supplies that they collected while wishing that the new year would pass without incident . 
 
   Guilds and players also ceased all dungeon attacks at the end of December in order to prepare for whatever might happen in the new year . 
 
   The same was true for the Messiah Guild . 
 
   On December 31, there was only one official activity that was conducted by the Messiah Guild . 
 
   “2023, a long year, is passing . ”
 
   The Savior Lee Se-jun . 
 
   His speech at the Gwanghwamun Square in Seoul, about 10 minutes before the new year, was the only activity that they did . 
 
   It was the moment when the Messiah Guild, which was busy attacking dungeons around the world, was at its calmest . 
 
   But on the contrary, it was also the moment when the Messiah Guild’s presence reached its highest point in the year . 
 
   For most people in the world who were afraid of the New Year, Lee Se-jun was the only one that they could rely on . 
 
   Unsurprisingly, only very special people were able to witness Lee Se-jun’s New Year’s speech in person . 
 
   Even Korean celebrities who always received VIP treatment whenever there was an event in Korea, could only get seats on plastic chairs in a corner, and even then, only the truly special ones were allowed to attend . 
 
   Of course, regardless of this, countless people flocked the Gwanghwamun Square to spot Lee Se-jun from a distance . 
 
   It was the same for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Before he returned to the past, he, who was a loyal member of the Messiah Guild, happily came out to Gwanghwamun Square to listen to Lee Se-jun’s New Year’s Speech from a distance .  
 
   “We’ve made a lot of progress . And we’ve made many sacrifices . ”
 
   He’d made up his mind after listening to the speech . 
 
   He would listen to it closer next time . 
 
   Even now, after returning to the past, Kim Woo-jin was listening to Lee Se-jun’s New Year’s Speech from a distance . 
 
   “But I won’t stop here . ”
 
   And his determination was the same as it was before . 
 
   Next time, he wanted to listen to it from a closer distance . 
 
   ‘The day this space narrows, I will chop off your head . ’
 
   That way he could take his life . 
 
   “Save the world with me . Let’s put an end to this game . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   As soon as Lee Se-jun finished his speech, the clock behind him struck 12, signalling the start of the new year . 
 
   And at that moment, the world became silent . 
 
   Only after realising that they hadn’t received any notifications, did people began to smile, clap and cheer . 
 
   “Ahhh! Savior!”
 
   “Lee Se-jun, save us!”
 
   They began to cheer for the world’s only savior . 
 
   In all the commotion, Kim Woo-jin took out his cellphone and sent a text message . 
 
   [I passed Isaac Ivanov’s test . ]
 
   After sending that message, Kim Woo-jin turned around and left . 
 
   2024, the new year, had begun . 
 
   …
 
   If you block a flowing river, after you unblock it, the force of the water would be much stronger . 
 
   The moment the new year started after December, where they stopped all activities, and the moment when they confirmed that nothing else had happened that year, the world looked very similar . 
 
   [Lightning Emperor, guild transfer?]
 
   [The Messiah Guild gains a new sponsor!]
 
   [The Frontier Guild Acquires three UK guilds!]
 
   As if they were waiting, huge pieces of news began to pop out and make headlines in each media outlet . 
 
   [The Great One Guild commences 6 Floor dungeon attack!]
 
   [The Kunlun Guild is attacking two 6 Floor dungeons at the same time!]
 
   [The Phoenix Guild challenges its third 6 Floor dungeon!]
 
   At the same time, the large guilds began announcing 6 Floor dungeon attacks one after the other . 
 
   Naturally, Oh Se-chan and his subordinates were also extremely busy . 
 
   “What happened in Europe?”
 
   “Checking . ”
 
   “Where is the Lightning Emperor now?”
 
   “Last seen in Australia . ”
 
   “Is the information that the Messiah Guild is being sponsored by both Coca-cola and Pepsi-cola at the same time correct?”
 
   “Yes!”
 
   “Damn, they get to drink cola every day . I’m jealous!”
 
   “Yes?”
 
   They didn’t even have enough time to eat . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   This was why . 
 
   Ding!
 
   “Ah, that’s it . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s cold gaze was locked onto Lee Jin-ah who was taking a pile of steamed buns from the microwave . 
 
   “Ah, hot! Hoo, hoo!” (TL: I suppose that’s the sound of him blowing)
 
   “Ah, fuck . ”
 
   And the reason the Oh Se-chan began to shout angrily at Lee Jin-ah who was happily eating his steamed buns . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah, what the hell are you doing you bastard?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who sat at the table in the center of the office, responded when he heard Oh Se-chan’s words . 
 
   “What do you mean what am I doing? I’m eating steamed buns . Steamed buns are the best during winter!”
 
   When he heard such a bright reply, Oh Se-chan put his hands on his bald head which had become red from his increased blood pressure . 
 
   “You…”
 
   It was then . 
 
   “Hyung you should eat some too . I bought a lot on purpose . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s eyes widened at Lee Jin-ah’s words before saying . 
 
   “…you know how much I care about you, don’t you?”
 
   Along with those words, Oh Se-chan quickly sat across from Lee Jin-ah and picked up a steamed bun . 
 
   “Uh, hot . Hoo, hoo . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who’d already eaten three buns, started talking to Oh Se-chan, who was mumbling while blowing on his first . 
 
   “How’s your work going?”
 
   “Everything is going as I expected . ”
 
   “You know how much I suffered last year right? It was all thanks to my hard work . So you should be grateful . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan gave a big smile . 
 
   “If it was outside of my expectations, that would mean that the world was turning in the right direction . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah opened his mouth in shock at Oh Se-chan’s statement before promptly shoving three steamed buns into it . (TL: all this talk about steamed buns is making me crave some…)
 
   Oh Se-chan answered with a slight frown on his face . 
 
   “I’m sure that something shocking is going to happen this year . ”
 
   “A shocking event?”
 
   “It’s a major event that will cause more than five OECD(1) members to become virtually infamous by next year . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah showed a surprised expression at the words that were even more shocking than he expected, and stuffed two buns in his mouth before asking . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Would that really happen? Even if a monster escapes from a 6 Floor dungeon, there would be ways to escape from it even if we can’t handle it right?”
 
   In response to Lee Jin-ah’s question, Oh Se-chan picked up a steamed bun before continuing . 
 
   “That’s true, but people are much more terrifying than monsters . ”
 
   “People?”
 
   “You know that Eastern Europe, Southeast Asia, and Latin America are protesting for their lives right?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “But has their protest caused anything to change?”
 
   “It hasn’t . ”
 
   “So what would you do in a situation where there is no change even after you’ve been protesting till you rip your throat?”
 
   “They will protest harder . 
 
   “That’s right, Bin Laden sent a plane into the Twin Towers with that in mind . ”
 
   Then, as if he’d grasped the severity of the situation, Lee Jin-ah picked up a steamed bun . 
 
   Oh Se-chan also picked one up while thinking . 
 
   ‘There are already signs . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan invested a countless amount of money in order to understand the situation around the world . 
 
   ‘It wouldn’t be strange if the situation escalates soon . ’
 
   So it would be strange if he didn’t know that the world had a warehouse full of gunpowder that was primed to explode at any moment . 
 
   In fact, there was already some movement . 
 
   In Eastern Europe and the Middle East, some radical groups began preparing for and planning to implement acts of terrorism . 
 
   ‘We’ve only been lucky so far . ’
 
   Until recently, they’d managed to stop any plans in advance, but no matter how big an umbrella was, it could not stop the rain perpetually . 
 
   At some point, there would be a moment when you were splashed by rainwater . 
 
   ‘This is the best stage for the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   And it would be the moment when the Messiah Guild practically ruled the world . 
 
   The Messiah Guild is the only place to lean on in a world filled by the terror of monsters where even governments had lost their function . 
 
   ‘So before that, we need something to fight against the Messiah Guild somehow . ’
 
   At the moment, regardless of what Oh Se-chan wanted to do, he had no way to stop the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘Kim Woo-jin should grow quickly . ’
 
   This was the reason that Oh Se-chan wanted Kim Woo-jin to grow faster so that he could have more influence . 
 
   “So when’s the next dungeon?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Don’t know . ”
 
   “You don’t know?”
 
   “From now on, you can’t just attack any dungeon . ”
 
   Of course, Oh Se-chan did not forget that they needed to be even more cautious at times like these . 
 
   “You and Kim Woo-jin can only attack 3 Floor dungeons three more times or so . After that comes 4 Floor dungeons . As you know, 4 Floor dungeons are completely different from 3 Floor dungeons .  
 
   The number of floors is one thing, but also 4 and 5 Floor dungeons are the main stages for mid sized guilds . And it’s not guild members, it would be their Guild Master taking part in the dungeons . ”
 
   It was then . 
 
   “Hey, boss . ”
 
   A subordinate walked over to Oh Se-chan . 
 
   “Ah, would you like to have a steamed bun?”
 
   Oh Se-chan handed a steamed bun to his subordinate . 
 
   “No, that’s not it . ”
 
   However, the subordinate refused the bun before saying . 
 
   “I think you should check this out . ”
 
   “What is it?”
 
   “An A+ rank dungeon was found . ”
 
   “A+ rank?”
 
   The subordinate nodded at the question . 
 
   “Yes, and it appears to be a 3 Floor Dungeon . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan smiled at those words . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin has a lot of luck with dungeons . A+ rank dungeons, which would be hard for others to attack even if they wanted to, are just lined up for him .  
 
   Someone would think that he knew an A+ rank dungeon was coming which is why he increased his level . ”
 
   But the smile didn’t last long . 
 
   “But this information came from the Dragon Slayer channels . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Oh Se-chan was surprised . 
 
   “Wait, so you got information about this A+ rank 3 Floor dungeon from the Dragon Slayer?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “No way…”
 
   The subordinate then confirmed what Oh Se-chan was thinking . 
 
   “The Dungeon Boss of this dungeon is expected to be a Hatchling . ”
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   [An A+ rank Dungeon appears!]
 
   A+ rank . 
 
   These rare dungeons, where legendary items could be found, were always the focus of the world . 
 
   It was the same this time as well . 
 
   [The dungeon has 3 Floors!]
 
   The news of the discovery of a 3 Floor A+ rank Dungeon immediately put the world in a festive mood . 
 
   – Woah, a 3 Floor A+ rank!
 
   – More legendary items will appear!
 
   – Who will become the owner of the new legendary?
 
   The reason for this was the fact that 3 Floor dungeons no longer posed a major threat to the world . 
 
   However, this atmosphere didn’t last long . 
 
   [The Dungeon’s Boss Monster is a Hatchling!]
 
   The moment that they learned that the Dungeon Boss would be a hatchling through its title, the festive atmosphere cooled down . 
 
   – Oh my God, a Dragon!
 
   – It’s a monster with the highest magical and physical defense . 
 
   The Hatchling was such a monster . 
 
   First of all its physical defense, magical defense and its resistances were all overwhelming to the point where other monsters could not even begin to compare . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   – That’s not all . All Dragons have Guardians!
 
   – There might also be Boss Monsters among the Guardians . 
 
   What was even more troublesome, was the fact that every Dragon also had a Guardian under their command . 
 
   These were not ordinary monsters, instead, every one of them was a powerful monster and there was a chance that they could be Boss Monsters as well . 
 
   Although the Hatchling was only a baby, a Dragon was still a Dragon . 
 
   – It can also fly!
 
   Most crucially, Dragons could fly . 
 
   Therefore, it was possible for it to create the worst situations that players would want to face, any time it wanted . 
 
   – Plus even the Messiah Guild gave up on them!
 
   – Right . Even Lee Se-jun…
 
   Because of this, even the Messiah Guild and Lee Se-jun had given it up when a Hatchling Dungeon had appeared in 2020 . 
 
   – The only one who dared to hunt it was the Dragon Slayer . 
 
   That was the setting from which the Dragon Slayer was born . 
 
   The world happily gave the title of Dragon Slayer to the man who had managed to hunt a Dragon that even Lee Se-jun couldn’t . 
 
   Because of this, when the Dragon Slayer was named as the Dungeon Advisor instead of the Messiah Guild, there were no objections . 
 
   Since everyone was eagerly waiting for the Dragon Slayer’s advice, he gave it to them willingly . 
 
   “I checked the first list of applicants, and all I can say is that if they enter that dungeon, they will all be wiped out . ”
 
   At the level of those first applicants, no matter how hard they tried, they would never be able to defeat the Hatchling . 
 
   So the world asked him . 
 
   – How could we clear this dungeon?
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   And the Dragon Slayer gave a response without any hesitation . 
 
   “First of all, if you want to clear this dungeon, then Isaac Ivanov must participate . ”
 
   Only one person, Isaac Ivanov had obtained the recognition of the Dragon Slayer . 
 
   Of course, this caused the public’s attention to turn toward Isaac Ivanov and everyone asked him . 
 
   – So what are you gonna do?
 
   What was he going to do?
 
   Kim Woo-jin gave a simple answer to this question . 
 
   “I have to set up an admission fee first . ”
 
   It was the moment that Kim Woo-jin had been given the casting vote(1) . 
 
   …
 
   In 2020, after the world was transformed into a game, people began adapting to this changed world . 
 
   This was especially true for the players . 
 
   Those who awakened the qualifications to become players began to enthusiastically attack dungeons . 
 
   Unlike the present, in that time, there were a lot of people who were willing to die, and entered dungeons without caring for their lives . 
 
   Moreover, at that time, even items obtained from 1 Floor dungeons could be traded for an extraordinarily high price . 
 
   It was a time where even a 1 Floor dungeon was worth risking your life to clear . 
 
   Therefore, in this situation where the value of the dungeons was clear for everyone to see, there were many instances where players and guilds fought for the right to attack dungeons . 
 
   Following this, there were many cases of bloodshed and murder .  
 
   This was when the bidding system came into being . 
 
   It became possible to obtain the right to attack dungeons by bidding for them rather than through violence . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   But even this system wasn’t perfect . 
 
   People who began abusing the bidding system began to appear . 
 
   After bidding for a valuable dungeon and winning it at a high price, there were cases where the other guilds were asked for admission fees, or the dungeon’s attack right was sold for an even higher price . 
 
   These practices were especially severe in the case of A rank dungeons where there was a definite chance to obtain legendary items . 
 
   There were many cases where players or guilds who did not have the capability to clear the dungeon, would still attempt to bid on the dungeon . 
 
   It was better if they just bid . 
 
   In the event that their bids were rejected, there were even cases of administrative lawsuits or constitutional petitions . 
 
   This was why every country joined together and created a new exception . 
 
   In the case of dungeons at A rank and above, only those who are determined to be able to attack the dungeon would be given the right to decide . 
 
   ‘The Casting Vote Treaty . ”
 
   At Oh Se-chan’s explanation of how the casting vote came into being, Lee Jin-ah simply stared at him blankly . 
 
   Oh Se-chan clicked his tongue at Lee Jin-ah, who was just blinking his eyes stupidly . 
 
   “To put it simply, only guilds who have the ability to attack A rank and above dungeons can decide who can participate . ”
 
   “Ah!”
 
   Only then did Lee Jin-ah, who had finally understood what the casting vote meant, nod . 
 
   “Is there still such a rule?”
 
   “There is . ”
 
   “Then why does everyone stick to A+ rank dungeons to the point that they even have to share them?”
 
   “I told you, they will give the decision over to those who are determined to be able to clear the dungeon . Unlike in 2020, we have sufficient upward leveling momentum . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Over time, this casting vote rule slowly became ineffective as the know-how to clear the dungeons became more widespread, stronger items continuously appeared and players’ abilities steadily increased . 
 
   “It’s basically meaningless for dungeons lower than 4 Floors . But the rules are still in effect . In fact, they are still very prominent in dungeons 5 Floors and higher . Quite a few guilds can’t even bid for a 5 Floor A rank dungeon . Even I don’t have the right . ”
 
   “Then why isn’t there any talk of a failed bid?”
 
   “Would you deliberately bid on a dungeon when all that you’d hear is, ‘you are too weak to attack this dungeon, so please get a little stronger’?”
 
   After saying this, Oh Se-chan turned to his subordinate . 
 
   “What’s the bidding status of the Hatchling Dungeon right now?”
 
   “There are no bids . ”
 
   “See . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan laughed at the answer . 
 
   “There’s no way those guys in Japan would do something just to embarrass themselves . ”
 
   Along with those words, Oh Se-chan thought of Osaka, Japan, where the 3 Floor A+ rank dungeon ‘Hatchling’s Nest’ had appeared . 
 
   “We are lucky in many ways . With Hatchling being in the title of the dungeon, it appearing in the chaotic January period, the Dragon Slayer naming Isaac Ivanov’s participation as the basic requirement to clear the dungeon…”
 
   It was then . 
 
   “We got a call from the Japanese Government . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan looked at the subordinate who brought this news . 
 
   “What did they say?”
 
   “If Isaac Ivanov is willing to clear this dungeon, they will hand the decisions over to him . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan shouted at those words . 
 
   “Heh, then shall we decide on an admission fee?”
 
   After he said this, Oh Se-chan let out a laugh . 
 
   “Huhaha! I’m already excited about how much we will make this time!”
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   -…There are fewer applicants than I expected . 
 
   As Oh Se-chan’s sullen words came over the phone, Kim Woo-jin was measuring a Skeleton Soldier’s shoulders with a tape measure . 
 
   “You thought there would be a lot of applicants?”
 
   The moment the Japanese Government handed the decision rights over to Isaac Ivanov, Oh Se-chan began working right away . 
 
   After notifying the media about Isaac Ivanov’s attack on the dungeon, he sent recruitment notices to all the well known guilds in order to recruit participants to challenge the dungeon with him . 
 
   Of course, he also added the clause that he would randomly select applicants if there were too many of them . 
 
   This meant that if anyone wanted to pass, they would have to do well on their own . 
 
   However, after the recruitment announcement was made, the number of people who applied was extremely low . 
 
   In fact, this was natural in a way . 
 
   It was true that it was a good thing that Isaac Ivanov’s participation basically guaranteed the success of the dungeon attack, but on the other hand, this also meant that Isaac Ivanov was the only one who would get a chance to hunt the Hatchling . 
 
   “In the end, regardless of what they do, they could only be bridesmaids, never the bride . ”
 
   In other words, the other players would be the bridesmaids . 
 
   From the perspective of those large guilds who already had a large amount of prestige and fame, especially the Five Great Guilds, this was not something that they were fond of doing . 
 
   “They’d be crazy if they paid for that . ”
 
   -Wasn’t it your idea to charge an admission fee?
 
   In the first place, it was Kim Woo-jin, not Oh Se-chan, who had brought up the idea of collecting an admission fee . 
 
   “I didn’t say I would receive the admission fee . ”
 
   -What?
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin’s intentions weren’t to collect an admission fee . 
 
   “Naturally I told you to set an admission fee . But I never told you to accept it . ”
 
   -What are you talking about?
 
   “Set a reasonable admission fee . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   -We still don’t have many applicants…
 
   “After that, contact the guilds that did not apply and ask again . Tell them that the participation of their players is necessary for the clearance of this dungeon and ask them if they would mind if we disclose this information to the media . Of course, you must emphasize the fact that they don’t need to pay the admission fee . ”
 
   In the first place, Kim Woo-jin knew that those large guilds would not want to participate in this dungeon . 
 
   In 3 Floors, there was no one below level 100 who could beat Isaac Ivanov to hunt the Hatchling . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had obviously created this method with that in mind . 
 
   -H, huh?
 
   “They would then choose to do one of two things . Either they will participate in the dungeon and be bridesmaids, or they will pay a fee higher than the entrance fee and ask to have their names removed from the list?”
 
   That way, they had no choice but to pay for their absence . 
 
   “The hero who is risking his life to save is asking for their help, if they want to refuse that, then they will need to pay the price . ”
 
   After hearing this method, Oh Se-chan fell silent . 
 
   The silence lasted for a while . 
 
   -Wow . 
 
   Then he broke the silence with an exclamation . 
 
   -You are a genius . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin laughed at his praise . 
 
   “You can decide on the entrance fee . I can’t measure an amount that is just short of ridiculous . You know that part better than I do, don’t you?”
 
   -I will do my best to achieve satisfactory results by all means . Ah!
 
   Just as the conversation was coming to a close, Oh Se-chan let out a shout as though he had just realized something . 
 
   -By the way, how are you going to decide on the members after receiving the absence fee?
 
   Receiving the fee would mean that they would not receive any help from that guild at all . 
 
   -You won’t let a bunch of crazy people join the dungeon just because they pay the admission fee, will you?
 
   However, it would not be wise to attack the dungeon with everyone who applied . 
 
   This dungeon would be the perfect stage for players who did not want to be helpful but instead wanted to cause trouble . 
 
   In the worst case scenario, there would be space for people aiming to interfere with Kim Woo-jin’s attack as well as people who wanted to commit suicidal terrorism . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Well, first we’ll have to check the absence list…most of the large guilds, including the big five, will be absent . The guilds will stop it even if their players want to join . ”
 
   -Right . If something like Ellis Highton happens again, then they might burst a vein . 
 
   “If we can confirm that there are no special guests then we will make an announcement . ”
 
   -What?
 
   This was the reason that Kim Woo-jin had begun preparing for this dungeon so early . 
 
   “We will attack the dungeon with only Isaac Ivanov’s party . ”
 
   -What?
 
   He was thinking about clearing the dungeon alone with Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   By doing this, Kim Woo-jin intended to imprint an image into the minds of everyone in the world . 
 
   “We can do what the Savior can’t”
 
   That Isaac Ivanov wasn’t just a spare part who could replace the Savior . 
 
   -Right, you have to come out like that . 
 
   Oh Se-chan, who understood his intentions, smiled . 
 
   -Alright, I’ll handle the planning so that you and Lee Jin-ah can enter the dungeon alone . 
 
   -W-, wait! Hyung! Hyung!
 
   Then a new voice appeared over the line . 
 
   -I think I might have heard it incorrectly, but did you say that the two of us are going to clear the Hatchling Dungeon alone? Are you crazy?
 
   -Hey, shut up! I’m on the phone right now!
 
   -No, this is serious! It’s a Hatchling! The strongest boss monster that can appear in a 3 Floor dungeon! It’s a monster that even people over level 100 would pee themselves after discovering! A monster that was only even hunted by the Dragon Slayer among all the players under level 100 so far! How could we possibly hunt that monster alone?!
 
   -So what? Do you want to bet? Whether you and Kim Woo-jin can successfully hunt the Hatchling or not . I’ll bet all the money I have as well as this bowl of jajangmyeon I got for lunch that you can hunt it . What do you want to bet? Do you want to bet the jjamppong(1) you just ordered? Huh? (TL: Lee Jin-ah loses either way…either he dies, or loses money…)
 
   -…hey, really . 
 
   As he heard the play that was happening on the other hand, Kim Woo-jin gave a slight smile before hanging up . 
 
   He only had one thought as he looked at the Skeleton Soldier before him . 
 
   ‘I will be able to accurately measure my strength in the Hatchling Dungen . ’
 
   …
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The Hatchling Dungeon was a dungeon that had only ever appeared once before and created a legendary player with the title Dragon Slayer with that one appearance . 
 
   [The Japanese Government transfers the decisions for the Hatchling Dungeon to Isaac Ivanov!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov holds the casting vote!]
 
   In such a situation, the entire world was shocked when Isaac Ivanov was given the casting vote for the Hatchling Dungeon . 
 
   -Casting vote? Didn’t that appear in 2020?
 
   -Do you think this is the first time that a player got the casting vote instead of a guild?
 
   -The Dragon Slayer said that Isaac Ivanov’s participation is a necessity to clear the dungeon . What else can they do?
 
   Of course, the large guilds were different . 
 
   They paid little attention to this situation . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov will hunt it anyway, there’s no need to pay and undertake the risk just to become bridesmaids . ”
 
   “There’s no guarantee that they can succeed even if we sent parties in hopes that Isaac Ivanov fails . ”
 
   “It’s a Hatchling . If we create a party with the hope that Isaac Ivanov fails, we will definitely have to send legendary items…and there is no guarantee than an Ellis Highton situation would not recur . 
 
   Those who knew Isaac Ivanov’s history were even less interested in it . 
 
   “I would rather have the Hatchling eat Isaac Ivanov this time . ”
 
   “If Isaac Ivanov dies, all of his legendary items would remain in the dungeon…”
 
   “It’s much more profitable to prepare for after Isaac Ivanov’s death . ”
 
   Rather, there were some who wished for Isaac Ivanov’s failure . 
 
   “If Isaac Ivanov does not get enough…there will probably be forces who enter the dungeon simply to interfere with his attack . ”
 
   “It’s difficult to clear a dungeon, but it’s easy to make one fail . ”
 
   “Well with the Hatchling, you would only need to throw a few attacks here and there whenever Isaac Ivanov starts fighting . ”
 
   Some even thought about sending suicidal forces into the dungeons simply to force Isaac Ivanov to fail his attack . 
 
   Considering his value, it was not a bad idea . 
 
   It was only the wish of the ordinary people for this game to end because most players did not want their vested interests and newfound influence to disappear .  
 
   Therefore, some of them were willing to pay to prolong it . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Isaac Ivanov asked me to participate and asked if he could release the list to the media . What should I do?”
 
   “What do you mean, it’s obvious that you’d get fucked if you’re on the list, so of course say no . Ask them to take you off the list, even if you have to pay for it!”
 
   “Then the amount…”
 
   “There must be an admission fee . Write it based on that . ”
 
   “But that’s the problem…the admission fee is quite high . ”
 
   “Even if it’s expensive…huk . ”
 
   Even if the admission fee was higher than they anticipated, they were willing to pay . 
 
   “…damn, I’ll pay for it . ” 
 
   Afterward, those who paid the fee all gathered and began talking . 
 
   “Huh? You paid the absence fee too?”
 
   “I don’t want to be a bridesmaid . ”
 
   “You too?”
 
   “Besides being the bridesmaid, it would be insane to go in there when you don’t know what might happen . I heard that none of the top 5 guilds will be present, and all of the guilds in the United States and Europe are staying far away from this . ”
 
   “I also heard that all of the large guilds in Asia also paid their absence fees . ”
 
   “Of course . Who would want to be an extra in a movie where a terrorist hijacks a plane?”
 
   “Exactly . ”
 
   While having their conversation, they began to wonder . 
 
   “Then who will take part in this dungeon attack? When you pay attention to it, most guilds won’t even touch this with a ten foot pole . ”
 
   “It’s natural for the top 5 guilds to stay away, but is it really true that not a single one of the top 100 guilds are participating?”
 
   “I’m sure there are some who might join . ”
 
   “Well if it’s like this, then it means that only one or two people here and there would participate, but this dungeon has a maximum capacity of 202 . So even if we send 50 players collectively, it would still not be enough . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov responded to that question . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov to challenge the Hatchling alone!] (TL: with Lee Jin-ah)
 
   He intended to write a legend that had never been written before . 
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   The human race never stopped progressing . 
 
   This was especially true for the players . 
 
   Dungeons which needed at least 100 players to clear them in 2020, only needed half that amount by 2024 . 
 
   -Could 10 players defeat a dungeon with 100 maximum entries?
 
   ㄴIsn’t the record a 28 man party?
 
   ㄴ In terms of ratio, wouldn’t the best record be those 33 players who cleared a 122 man 3 Floor dungeon?
 
   How many players did one need to clear a dungeon?
 
   In order to break the record, there were teams of players who targeted low ranked dungeons that had high maximum entries . 
 
   Of course, there were times when they overestimated their abilities and lost their lives in a failed attempt, but there was no one who criticized or laughed at their actions . 
 
   -But why would you do such a crazy thing? It would increase the chances of clearing if you fill the maximum number of entries, wouldn’t it?
 
   ㄴIt’s a great challenge . 
 
   ㄴ It’s better to clear three to four dungeons a year with a small group than wait for people . 
 
   It was natural that people paid more attention to those players who risked their lives to clear dungeons in any way possible rather than simply enjoying the rights and benefits . 
 
   Therefore, most applauded these challengers . 
 
   They felt that the more reckless the challenge, the more noble the challengers . 
 
   However, this time was different . 
 
   -Look! Isaac Ivanov is attacking a dungeon alone! 
 
   The world was shocked to hear that Isaac Ivanov was going to attack the dungeon on his own without the help of other guilds . 
 
   No, they weren’t surprised at first . 
 
   -What the hell are you talking about?
 
   -Cut the crap!
 
   Instead, they didn’t believe it . 
 
   However, after the news was released repeatedly along with additional reports, their disbelief slowly morphed into shock . 
 
   -No way, soloing a Hatchling? 
 
   -No, I know Isaac Ivanov is amazing, but his opponent this time is a hatchling! How can he handle that on his own?
 
   -Not alone, isn’t he a part of a team of two?
 
   ㄴDidn’t he get a new teammate?
 
   No one expected him to challenge the infamous Hatchling with nothing but his own party . 
 
   Naturally, it was almost impossible for them to believe that this attack would succeed . 
 
   -We have to stop him from doing this . 
 
   -Does anybody have Isaac Ivanov’s number?
 
   ㄴWouldn’t the Choco Pie company have it?
 
   ㄴ Hey, are you joking right now?
 
   ㄴ I’m not joking . Considered the amount of Choco Pies that we send to Isaac Ivanov, the truck must deliver them to him every day . Wouldn’t they have to contact him in advance?
 
   ㄴ It actually makes sense . 
 
   Because of this, the public opinion began to flow in the direction that they had to stop Isaac Ivanov from attacking the dungeon somehow . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Amid such public opinion, Isaac Ivanov released a piece of news . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov recruits a new teammate!]
 
   [His new teammate is a member of the Phoenix Guild?]
 
   That was it . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov enters the dungeon!]
 
   And with just that piece of news, Isaac Ivanov began the dungeon attack . 
 
   …
 
   [Survive for 5 days to proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   When Lee Jin-ah heard the appearance of the notification which announced the requirements to clear the first floor of the dungeon, he let out a sigh . 
 
   “It’s really gonna be a two man challenge . ”
 
   With another sigh, Lee Jin-ah turned to look at Kim Woo-jin who was standing beside him with an arm around his shoulder . 
 
   Of course, it wasn’t actually Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   And it was soon revealed that the Kim Woo-jin who was on his shoulder was actually a Skeleton Soldier . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah had entered the dungeon together with the Skeleton Soldier . 
 
   “I didn’t expect this to actually work . ”
 
   It was impossible for the Skeleton Soldier to enter the dungeon gate by itself even if it was recognized as an item . 
 
   However, if the Skeleton Soldier belonged to a player and was carried into the dungeon gate, it would be considered an item . 
 
   However, since the number of items that the Skeleton Soldier wore would be added to the player which meant that they couldn’t wear other items . 
 
   Meaning that the player couldn’t use this method to carry additional items . 
 
   “It really looks like you . ”
 
   However, the fact that he could enter the dungeon with this ‘Kim Woo-jin’ who had perfectly copied everything down to his height could go without saying . 
 
   “Even the nose hair is the same . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin called out to Lee Jin-ah, who had his fingers in the nostrils of the Skeleton Soldier, perfectly disguised as Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   “Whew . ”
 
   At that moment, Lee Jin-ah let out a long sigh . 
 
   “Right, should I go lure the monsters?”
 
   He moved, accepting the fact that his hardships were about to begin . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin told him something completely unexpected . 
 
   “Conserve your strength till the third floor . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “I will handle everything until then . ”
 
   Along with those words, Kim Woo-jin immediately summoned the Book of the Dead and released a Skeleton Soldier . 
 
   The headless Skeleton Soldier created from the Dullahan appeared before them . 
 
   [Blackbone has been activated . ]
 
   At that time, the bones of the Dullahan Skeleton Soldier slowly began to turn black . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   After that, Kim Woo-jin immediately began to release all the undead monsters from the Book of the Dead . 
 
   The Golden Lion and Ogre Skeleton Soldiers as well as the Skeleton Knights and Skeleton Wolves all appeared . 
 
   “What the hell are you up to?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered the question calmly . 
 
   “Make as many bodies as I can . ”
 
   With those words, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes became blue . 
 
   …
 
   For players, January was the hottest year . 
 
   The heat was created by the players scrambling to carry out the large projects that they planned since before the new year . 
 
   However, January 2024 was different . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov challenges the Hatchling Dungeon solo!]
 
   [Can Isaac Ivanov make a dream a reality?]
 
   [Who is Isaac Ivanov’s new companion?]
 
   There was no news that could be hotter than the fact that Isaac Ivanov was attacking the Hatchling Dungeon with just a three person party . 
 
   -Isaac covers everything . 
 
   ㄴHe even covered the news of the top five guilds attacking 6 Floor dungeons . 
 
   Even the news of the top five guilds attacking 6 Floor dungeon was buried by his news . 
 
   -The top five guilds are probably tired of it by now, aren’t they? Isn’t this the first time in history that they were treated like bridesmaids?
 
   ㄴThey brought it upon themselves . This wouldn’t have happened if they had gone to attack their dungeons before Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ㄴMhm, all they had to do was attack first . 
 
   It would be strange if the top five guilds, who were used to being the main lead, didn’t feel a bit of pain after being relegated to a side character . 
 
   However, the top five guilds did not ignore Isaac Ivanov’s actions, even though it made them uncomfortable . 
 
   Instead, the top five guilds were more interested in Isaac Ivanov’s movements than anyone else at that moment and discussed it . 
 
   Of course, it wasn’t like they were like cheering for Isaac Ivanov or praying for his success . 
 
   “If Isaac Ivanov fails, what legendary items will be left?”
 
   “King Arthur’s Ring, Merlin’s Staff, Van Gogh’s Bracelet, Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow… and I’m sure there are at least two more . ”
 
   “Many of Isaac Ivanov’s items are equipped with at least unique items . ”
 
   What they were discussing was the plan after Isaac Ivanov’s death . 
 
   “It’s enough for us to all have at least one legendary item . ”
 
   “Among those items are quite a few high grade legendary items . There’s no reason for us to not work together to obtain these items . ”
 
   “The Messiah Guild won’t act arrogantly in this situation . It was worth it for our five guilds to have this meeting . ”
 
   The large guilds, especially the top five guilds, began preparing to attack the Hatchling Dungeon after Isaac Ivanov’s death . 
 
   In other words, none of them believed that Isaac Ivanov would succeed . 
 
   It was a valid thought . 
 
   “The one thing that we can be sure of, is that Isaac Ivanov will fail . ”
 
   “Even if it’s Isaac Ivanov, it’s impossible to clear an A+ rank dungeon, especially one with a Hatchling as the boss, with only three people . ”
 
   “It doesn’t make sense for him to add one more teammate . ”
 
   “It doesn’t change anything . No matter how hard I try, I cannot think of a way for three people to clear a Hatchling Dungeon . ”
 
   Everyone believed that there wasn’t an answer . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Bullshit . ’
 
   On the second day after entering the dungeon, Lee Jin-ah realised that there wasn’t an answer . 
 
   ‘There is no answer with this guy, Kim Woo-jin . ’
 
   He was beginning to realise that from now on, he would entrust his fate to Kim Woo-jin who was summoning Skeleton Soldiers in front of him . 
 
   That was all it was . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s full-fledged performance had once again shocked Lee Jin-ah, who was watching from the side . 
 
   First, the number of Skeleton Soldiers was different . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   The sight of 90 black skeletons rushing towards the monster was reminiscent of the waves of a tsunami . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   In addition, the Skeleton Soldiers made from the Golden Lion, Ogre and Dullahan skeletons were all equipped with unique items and displayed a terrifying amount of power . 
 
   [The effect of Ruler of Battlefield stacks . ]
 
   And the most terrifying part was that the intensity of the tsunami created by the skeleton army increased as they fought more battles . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   And in the middle of this tsunami was the Skeleton Knight which acted as a general leading his army . 
 
   The Skeleton Knight with Percival’s Spear in one hand and Bor’s Shield in the other, killed the monsters without hesitation . 
 
   And it wasn’t just one Skeleton Knight . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   Kyaha!
 
   The Skeleton Knights, which had increased to three after the skill rank had been increased, destroyed the monsters as though they were competing for kills . 
 
   There was also a new figure that had an overwhelming aura . 
 
   Hyaha!
 
   It was none other than a Skeleton Mage who had finally made its appearance . 
 
   There were only two of them . 
 
   Hyaha!
 
   Nevertheless, these two Skeleton Mages who wore robes and let out bizarre cries, revealed their presence through the basketball sized fireballs that appeared in their hands . 
 
   Fwoom!
 
   Fwoom!
 
   Throwing these balls of flames forward, they caused the chaotic scene to become hellish . 
 
   Rather, it was the Golem and Fire Golem who failed to reveal their presence in this situation . 
 
   But they weren’t weak . 
 
   Thud! 
 
   Thud!
 
   It was just that the monsters who faced the skeleton army were too weak to keep up with the pace of the battle . 
 
   That was it . 
 
   ‘This should be enough . ’
 
   Even after wiping out these monsters, he still had power left over . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s current best performance was so powerful and overwhelming . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘At this rate I should be equal or slightly superior to Hatchling . ’
 
   In addition, Kim Woo-jin was sure that his current power was sufficient to fight the Hatchling . 
 
   He couldn’t be sure of the odds, and the odds were that it would be a fierce battle where he would suffer some damage, but even that alone was amazing . 
 
   Moreover, this was the judgment made by Kim Woo-jin who had hunted the second most Dragons after the Dragon Slayer before returning to the past, so the accuracy of his estimation went without saying . 
 
   ‘Well, I guess I’ll have to use that . ’
 
   But that was not Kim Woo-jin’s idea of a good dungeon of attack . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had no intentions of taking part in a fierce battle where he could not be sure of his victory and so he decided to give himself some assurance . 
 
   That was why Kim Woo-jin decided to wear something . 
 
   [You have equipped Van Gogh’s Bracelet . ]
 
   [Increases the number of rings you can wear . ]
 
   [You gained the achievement ‘Van Gogh’s Power’ . ]
 
   [Inventory increased by 5 spaces due to the effect of the achievement ‘Van Gogh’s Power . ]
 
   Van Gogh’s Bracelet!
 
   The moment he equipped it, the bracelet was absorbed into Kim Woo-jin’s wrist and became a tattoo . 
 
   [King Arthur’s Ring can no longer be removed . ]
 
   And the ring on his little finger also became a tattoo . 
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin took Hercules’ Ring from his inventory and placed it on his fourth finger . 
 
   [You have equipped Hercules’ Ring . ]
 
   [Ability increased due to the achievements gained . ]
 
   [All damage increased by 10% . ]
 
   [Health and Stamina increased by 150 . ]
 
   Rattle!
 
   At that moment, the Skeleton Soldiers seemed to react as though they were influenced by their master’s increase in power . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   Hyaha!
 
   The Skeleton Knights and Skeleton Mages also stopped fighting for a moment and trembled at the great strength flowing into their bodies . 
 
   It was as though they were intoxicated by the power flowing from their master . 
 
   ‘Not bad . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin also let out a smile at the new power rising within his body . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld is happy with your decision . ]
 
   And his halo, who also favored him greatly, also cheered at Kim Woo-jin’s increase in power . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld sent you a special gift . ]
 
   And of course it didn’t forget to send him a present . 
 
   When he saw that, Kim Woo-jin’s smile became deeper . 
 
   (Note:
 
   [Blackbone]
 
   – Rank: E
 
   – Effect: Increases the skeleton’s defense greatly . 
 
   TL: someone needs to ban that sugar daddy halo…)
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   When a dungeon attack begins, of course, it is the players who are trying to clear the dungeon that are the most desperate . 
 
   But it wasn’t just the players who were desperate . 
 
   The managers who managed the dungeons were sometimes desperate, even if they were not as desperate as the players . 
 
   The same was true for Oh Se-chan and his subordinates . 
 
   “A drone has appeared within the vicinity of the dungeon . Looking at the frequency, it should be a new guy . ”
 
   “They flock like a bunch of dogs who smelled meat . ”
 
   After Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah entered the Hatchling Dungeon, the team had to work harder than ordinary people could imagine to ensure the safety and security of their dungeon attack . 
 
   Of course, under normal circumstances, there would not be such consistent surveillance . 
 
   “It would be strange if they didn’t gather around after all that bait was released . ”
 
   “Right, the bait we released was too hot . ”
 
   The problem was that Oh Se-chan had released the bait not just for the media, but to catch a big fish . 
 
   ‘The information that Isaac Ivanov’s new teammate is from the Phoenix Guild and Kim Woo-jin has vanished, it was impossible for those two pieces of information, when mixed, to not get a lot of attention . 
 
   If they were quick witted, then they would have no choice but to think of the possibility that Kim Woo-jin was Isaac Ivanov’s new teammate . 
 
   ‘And if it’s the God of Bows, he will definitely try to do something . ’
 
   It was bait aimed at one of the strongest men in Japan, the God of Bows, Noda Heijiro, one of the main axes of the Messiah Guild . (TL: I’ll just call him ‘Bow God’ from now on, as odd as it sounds)
 
   Kim Woo-jin was sure that he would definitely try something after learning about such an unexpected situation . 
 
   ‘If he reacts too extremely, he might use a sniper or a terrorist . ’
 
   In the most extreme cases, he would attempt to use a sniper or a bomb the moment Kim Woo-jin exited the dungeon . 
 
   ‘It’s incredibly dangerous . ’
 
   Naturally, Oh Se-chan, who was aware of all the dangers, would never even mention such a plan . 
 
   Nevertheless, the plan was still implemented following Kim Woo-jin’s orders . 
 
   He’d spoken quite firmly . 
 
   They would use this opportunity to shake the Bow God firmly . 
 
   ‘I’m sure it has its merits . ’
 
   In truth, this plan had just as much merit as it had risk . 
 
   If it was as Kim Woo-jin and Oh Se-can thought and the Bow God had rebelled against Lee Se-jun because of the incident with Kim Woo-jin, then that meant that, if given the chance, he would definitely use all of his power to eliminate Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘Because the time that the Bow God was given could not be long . ’
 
   However, even if he was given the chance it was not like he had an infinite number of attempts . 
 
   ‘No matter what happens, the Messiah Guild has to attack the 7 Floor Dungeon in February, so he could only have a month at most . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan calculated that the Bow God would only have a month to plan and carry out the assassination attempt on Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   But then his target entered a dungeon with Isaac Ivanov?
 
   He was sure to get hurried and anxious with that news . 
 
   ‘If he gets anxious and hurries, he will leave a trace . ’
 
   From the Messiah Guild’s perspective, this was the perfect opportunity for them to see what secret cards the Bow God had hidden . 
 
   “Anyway, trace it . Trace anything suspicious . ”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “It doesn’t matter how much it costs . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “I told you . Don’t save money . ”
 
   That was why Oh Se-chan was more nervous than ever . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   In other words, Oh Se-chan did not doubt the plan’s success . 
 
   “But what if Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah fail?”
 
   “Then I’ll just give up and go shopping at a luxury store with the money we have left . I’ll buy you a bag too . For 100 million . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah would definitely succeed in their attack on the dungeon . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   “Is this drone from the Self Defense Forces?”
 
   “What?”
 
   “It’s a Self Defense Force drone that was disguised as one for civilian use . I’m sure . It was made by Pandora . ”
 
   “Why would the Self Defense Forces have to disguise a drone as one for civilian use in their own country?”
 
   “Because they don’t want to get caught . ”
 
   “Is that so? Alright, I’ll handle this one . Give me the keyboard . ”
 
   The prey that Oh Se-chan was hunting had finally taken the bait . 
 
   “It’s been a while since I had a good hunt . ”
 
   …
 
   ‘It’s been a while since I had a good hunt . ’
 
   In a vast field with nowhere to hide . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had satisfaction in his eyes as he looked at the skeleton army standing above a pile of corpses, clearly showing the winner of the great battle . 
 
   This was a special scene for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin thought that battles where his power was overwhelming enough that he did not have to act personally, gave a different sense of accomplishment . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin was still satisfied with the battle that had just occurred .  
 
   ‘It’s been a long time since I had such a satisfying battle . ’
 
   In fact, considering Kim Woo-jin’s current situation, it was inevitable that he would experience such things . 
 
   Before returning to the past, Kim Woo-jin, who had joined the Messiah Guild, had had to give up on many things . 
 
   Not to mention after returning to the past . 
 
   The Savior of mankind had become his prey and Kim Woo-jin had been racing at his fastest speed to catch his prey . 
 
   So it was natural for him to be impressive . 
 
   However, this time was different . 
 
   ‘It’s more than I expected . ’
 
   The scene created by the Skeleton Soldiers had both exceeded his expectations and brought him satisfaction . 
 
   ‘The synergy of close to one hundred troops using the Berserker skill is much higher than I expected . ’
 
   This was thanks to the synergy created by the skeleton army and the Berserker skill . 
 
   ‘The new skill I got this time is also good . ’
 
   There was even another unexpected harvest . 
 
   ‘I never thought I’d get Speed Casting . ’
 
   Speed Casting, also known as Rapid Casting . 
 
   It was a skill that he had gained from the catalogue his halo had given him, and like the name suggested, it was a skill that increased the casting speed of his magical summons like Skeleton Mages and Liches . 
 
   ‘It’s an extremely difficult skill to get . ’
 
   It was a unique skill that he had gotten from his halo’s special gift . 
 
   ‘The skill rank is still low so the effect is not that noticeable…’
 
   At the moment, the effect of the skill had only a slight impact . 
 
   ‘That can be solved by raising the rank . ’
 
   However, it would be an incredibly strong skill in the future after its rank had been raised a few times . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Above all, Kim Woo-jin was feeling satisfaction with the situation itself . 
 
   [There are 1,000 monsters remaining . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld is satisfied with your actions . ]
 
   ‘There’s only a thousand left . ’
 
   The task to clear the second floor was to hunt 20,000 monsters and while he was fighting, he didn’t realise that he’d already hunted 19,000 of them . 
 
   Of course, this was because of Kim Woo-jin’s standards . 
 
   “This is really ridiculous . ”
 
   All the sights that he’d seen so far had been deeply imprinted in Lee Jin-ah’s mind . 
 
   “I’m sure the chicken factory isn’t like this . You’re just slaughtering the monsters, slaughtering them . ”
 
   The sight of monsters, the vicious creatures which threatened and frightened the entire world being treated like chickens or pigs in a slaughterhouse was something that defied common sense . 
 
   It wouldn’t be strange for someone to throw up the contents of their stomach after witnessing such a sight . 
 
   “Ugh, I lost my appetite . ”
 
   If even Lee Jin-ah could say that he lost his appetite, what more explanation was needed?
 
   As if to mock Lee Jin-ah, who had lost his appetite, Kim Woo-jin began eating a chocolate bar . 
 
   He was prepared to face the worst monster that could appear in a 3 Floor dungeon, the Hatchling . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah walked up to him and said . 
 
   “I’m just curious about one thing, do we need to hunt the Hatchling now?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked at Lee Jin-ah with a strange gaze when he heard this question . 
 
   He wondered why he was asking this question now . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah explained when he saw his gaze . 
 
   “What? Honestly, no one else is here to attack the dungeon anyway . The entry requirement is level 95 and below . There’s nothing bad about reaching level 90 here, is there?”
 
   However, when Kim Woo-jin kept looking at him with the same gaze, Lee Jin-ah frowned before asking . 
 
   “It’s not like I’m asking a question that I can’t, is my question strange?”
 
   Only then did Kim Woo-jin respond . 
 
   “Your question is valid . ”
 
   There was nothing wrong with Lee Jin-ah’s question . 
 
   “The thing that I’m curious about is the fact that you’re asking the question so naturally now, instead of before we entered the dungeon . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin had looked at him with a strange expression because it was weird for him to ask that question now . 
 
   Only then did Lee Jin-ah understand the reason for Kim Woo-jin’s look, and gave an awkward smile . 
 
   “Haha! Of course, it was because I wanted to be considerate to you . Not because I was scared or anything . I’m a man after all . So why can’t we do it?”
 
   “It’s because we have no time . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah tilted his head at the immediate response . 
 
   “Time? What time?”
 
   “How would the world view us when we clear this dungeon?”
 
   When asked this, Lee Jin-ah responded easily . 
 
   “They will see us as terrifying, amazingly awesome superheroes . ”
 
   What made the answer more ridiculous was the fact that Lee Jin-ah posed with his biceps flexed like a bodybuilder . 
 
   However, strangely enough, Kim Woo-jin nodded instead of laughing at his response . 
 
   “Yes, that’s why we don’t have time . ”
 
   “Huh, what does being superheroes have to do with time?”
 
   “When a superhero is born, the ordinary heroes that are already there are bound to have some losses . ”
 
   “Ordinary heroes? Who?”
 
   “That’s what the players are now . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Hearing this, it was Lee Jin-ah’s turn to make a strange expression . 
 
   “What heroes are they? They’re all people who are attacking dungeons for their own benefits!”
 
   “Yes but from the general public’s perspective, they feel grateful to the players for attacking the dungeons, even if they do it for money and fame . That’s why, although the public might condemn and scold players to change, they would never tell them to stop or wish for their deaths . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah sighed as he finally understood Kim Woo-jin’s meaning . 
 
   “In such a situation, if superheroes like us appear, they will be exposed as fakes, would they want to screw us over? We didn’t hurt them did we?”
 
   And the more he understood, the angrier he became . 
 
   “It’s not like we won’t hurt them . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin’s thoughts were different . 
 
   “Even if they don’t lose money now, they would in the future . And it would be a huge loss . ”
 
   “What are you talking about?”
 
   “4 Floor dungeons are the main stages for players above level 100 . For the large guilds, it’s where their key players are active and for the medium and small guilds, it’s where their strongest players are active . ”
 
   When considering the total number of players, the number of players active in 4 Floor dungeons was not small . 
 
   Moreover, reaching level 100 meant that these players had already accumulated a large amount of experience, achievements, reputation, capital and influence . 
 
   “If 3 Floor dungeons are the places for normal employees, then 4 Floor dungeons could be said to be the places for the company executives . ”
 
   Of course, the weight was very different from 3 Floor dungeons . 
 
   “That means the competition is even fiercer . At that point, it was not like 3 Floor dungeons where only the dungeon’s rank mattered, instead, 4 Floor dungeons had great influence on the guild’s ranking . And their guild rank changed everything from sponsorships to donations . ”
 
   So, naturally, the weight would be different . 
 
   “They all have their close Cartels . It’s a structure in which every party benefits as much as possible, and avoids zero-sum games as much as possible, even if a win-win is not possible . ”
 
   As such, those who were active in 4 Floor dungeons had all formed close partnerships . 
 
   Even if one person wanted to be greedy, they could ignore it, and in the event that someone broke the rules they set, then everyone would attack them like a pack of dogs . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin had no intention of sympathizing with their collusion . 
 
   “Now imagine how devastating we would be in that stage . ”
 
   He intended to take the best things he could get his hands on
 
   “Simply put, it’s robbery and theft, so would we be able to do that slowly?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah no longer had any questions, and Kim Woo-jin shut his mouth when he saw that . 
 
   With his mouth shut, Kim Woo-jin swallowed the main reason why they didn’t have time . 
 
   ‘The Messiah Guild is the biggest problem . ’
 
   What he’d told Lee Jin-ah was not a lie . 
 
   However, the thing that Kim Woo-jin was paying the most attention to was in fact the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘From now on, it’ll be a completely different future from what I remember . ’
 
   Before he returned to the past, the Messiah Guild was, in a sense, the most modest guild . 
 
   They simply concentrated their efforts to clear dungeons and the other guilds also never considered them to be a threat to their interests . 
 
   It was only when Park Yong-wan sold the country did the Messiah Guild’s actions begin to change . 
 
   In response to Park Yong-wan’s actions, the Messiah Guild began judging the players instead of the monsters . 
 
   Of course, there was a high possibility that it was actually the Messiah Guild’s plan all along . 
 
   Using Park Yong-wan as their justification, the Messiah Guild began killing players in order to ‘save the world’ . 
 
   ‘But now there’s no Park Yong-wan . ’
 
   However this time, there was no Park Yong-wan for them to use . 
 
   ‘Then I’ll create a new cause . ’
 
   If so, then the Messiah Guild would find another cause, and the future would become completely different from what Kim Woo-jin knew . 
 
   ‘Either way, at least the chaos would start . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   What wouldn’t change was that when the Messiah Guild began judging things other than monsters, the world would descend into chaos . 
 
   And the Messiah Guild which changed in such a way, would begin to do whatever it wanted . 
 
   ‘So before that, I need to secure enough power to defend myself from them . ’
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, he needed to be as strong as he could, as soon as possible, and organize his power . 
 
   That was why he didn’t have much time . 
 
   “When we’re finished eating, we’ll prepare for the third floor . ”
 
   That was why he had no intentions of wasting time in this dungeon . 
 
   “Ah, wait a minute . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah quickly ate a chocolate bar while calling out to Kim Woo-jin . (TL: he got his appetite back really quickly)
 
   “How are we going to hunt the Hatchling? You don’t just intend to fight him head on do you? You have a plan right?”
 
   “Of course I do . ”
 
   “You do?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah let out a sigh of relief when he heard those words . 
 
   “What’s the plan?”
 
   “The most troublesome part about hunting a Dragon is when it starts flying . ”
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   “That’s why it’s important to stop them from flying . The problem is that Dragons usually have their wings folded . Cutting off its wings when they’re like that is extremely difficult and dangerous . ”
 
   “So what will we do?”
 
   “Someone has to stick to its body and the moment it spreads its wings to fly away, cut them off . ”
 
   After saying that, Kim Woo-jin turned to look at Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Did you have a good rest on the second floor?”
 
   “W-, wait a second!”
 
   Only then did Lee Jin-ah, who had finally understood his situation, let out a shout . 
 
   “S-, so you want me to hold onto the Dragon’s body and cut off its wings after it starts flying? And fall together with it after that?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded with a satisfied expression at Lee Jin-ah, who’d understood his role perfectly . 
 
   “Hey! Why are you only saying this now?!”
 
   As Lee Jin-ah shouted this question, Kim Woo-jin raised an eyebrow and responded simply . 
 
   “If I told you in advance, would you be able to practice?”
 
   “T-, that…”
 
   “You’ve grown stronger . ”
 
   With those words, Kim Woo-jin patted Lee Jin-ah on the shoulder . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   At the same time, the army of skeletons once again moved to hunt the remaining 1,000 monsters . 
 
   ‘You should rest a little longer . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s expression crumpled . 
 
   “Fuck…”
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled when he saw his expression . 
 
   ‘Lee Jin-ah’s skills have already increased to a suitable level . Now, the only thing he needs is some more experience . So I’ll give Lee Jin-ah as many opportunities to get experience as possible . ’
 
   An hour later, a notification was heard . 
 
   [All the monsters have been slain . ]
 
   [Move to the next floor . ]
 
   It was the notification that reminded them that they were about to face the strongest boss monster in 3 Floor dungeons . 
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   In legends and mythical tales, Dragon’s had always been the most valuable and most difficult prey to hunt .  
 
   It was the same after the world transformed into a game . 
 
   Among all the monsters that could be found in dungeons, Dragons were considered the most valuable . 
 
   However, it was just as hard to hunt as it was valuable .  
 
   No, for the players, Dragons could be considered a type of disaster . 
 
   There were very few players who deliberately attacked dungeons that had Dragons in them and even fewer who succeeded . 
 
   This was why the Dragon Slayer was a legend . 
 
   “What’s the probability that Isaac Ivanov will successfully clear the Hatchling Dungeon?”
 
   And it was also the reason that the world turned to him to ask about Isaac Ivanov’s fate . 
 
   “Before I tell you the odds, I will tell you the three main reasons why Dragons are so difficult to hunt . ”
 
   The Dragon Slayer kindly answered their questions . 
 
   “One is the existence of the Guardian . These Guardians, which dragons create from monsters to protect their lairs, are much stronger than normal monsters . They’re also much better equipped . Some of them even have unique grade items .  
 
   Of course, the most troublesome thing about the Guardians is the fact that they are willing to die for their masters . The Hatchling could have as many as two hundred such Guardians . ”
 
   First, he told them about the disaster one needed to overcome before they could even face the Dragon . 
 
   “The second is the Dragon itself . It should be noted that most spells will not have an effect, and physical attacks would do almost no damage unless it’s with a legendary item . On the other hand, the destructive power that a Dragon can unleash far exceeds your imagination . Just tapping the ground with its tail would be enough to cause a small earthquake . And when it flies, it is enough to drive you crazy . ”
 
   He then told them about the fact that the Dragon itself was enough to be called a walking disaster . 
 
   “But the biggest reason why it’s extremely difficult to hunt Dragons is the third reason . ”
 
   And he also told them something much more terrifying than both of those things . 
 
   “Although I am explaining all of this, you will still be unable to understand just how horrifying a Dragon really is . Even if you know all of this information, when you actually come face to face with a Dragon, your mind will go blank . Above all, these explanations of mine are just that, explanations . It’s just like me telling you that a person has two hands and feet . ”
 
   After his explanation, he gave everyone the answer they were waiting for . 
 
   “To deal with a Dragon, you need to preserve your troops as much as you’re able . In other words, you need to deal with the Guardians without losing too many people . However, in my opinion, no matter how amazing Isaac Ivanov’s skeletons are, if he were to face a group of Guardians, he would lose at least half of them . And the odds of him defeating the Hatchling in that state…is less than 10 percent . ”
 
   He told them Isaac Ivanov’s odds of success in hunting the Hatchling . 
 
   The world was frightened by these words which were basically a death sentence for Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Naturally, after learning that, most of them did not pay much attention to the Dragon Slayer’s next words . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Of course, if he is able to maintain his numbers after defeating the Guardians, his odds would increase greatly . ”
 
   The Dragon Slayer had also stated the possibility in which he would be able to successfully hunt the Dragon . 
 
   …
 
   In a forest being burned by a large fire, two groups faced off against each other . 
 
   One was a monster army . 
 
   It consisted of a wide variety of monsters, but they all had one thing in common . 
 
   They were all well armed . 
 
   Roar!
 
   And they all exuded a fearsome aura as they stood in front of a large cave entrance .  
 
   Rattle!
 
   The situation of the skeleton army, which faced off against the monster army, was quite similar . 
 
   There were many different types of skeletons, they were all well equipped, and they all seemed to be burning with the lust for battle . 
 
   There was only one difference between the two groups . 
 
   A player stood in front of the army of skeletons . 
 
   “Hoo…”
 
   Kim Woo-jin took a deep breath as he stood before his army . 
 
   He was holding Percival’s spear in his hands . 
 
   He was prepared to fight more fiercely and brilliantly than he had since his return . 
 
   This was Kim Woo-jin’s method to reduce the number of skeletons he lost before fighting the Hatchling . 
 
   ‘It’s been a while since I was on the front line . ’
 
   There was nothing strange about it . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had taken many risks and worked hard to improve his abilities especially for a time like this . 
 
   ‘Well, I’m kinda tired of killing Guardians . ’
 
   Above all, he had more experience hunting Dragons than anyone else . 
 
   Before returning to the past, there was only one person in the world who had hunted Dragons more than Kim Woo-jin, the Dragon Slayer . 
 
   In other words, that meant that at this point, the person who had the most experience hunting Dragon’s in this world was no longer the Dragon Slayer, but Kim Woo-jin . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Therefore it was natural for him to have a lot of experience dealing with Guardians . 
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin showed no hesitation . 
 
   “Let’s begin . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin immediately began running toward the Guardian army at full speed . 
 
   Roar!
 
   The Guardians also began running at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   The first enemies that Kim Woo-jin encountered were three giant Orcs wearing iron armor . 
 
   Not only were they large, but the three Orcs in armor also approached him in a formation . 
 
   This sight was enough that even a battle hardened veteran might not be able to stop their hearts from quivering . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin didn’t even pause for a second at the sight of the three . 
 
   Without any hesitation, he thrust the spear in his hand three times . 
 
   Puk!
 
   And just like that, the spear burst the heads of the three Orcs like watermelons . 
 
   However, instead of pausing to admire his handiwork, Kim Woo-jin immediately approached a nearby Ogre Guardian . 
 
   Roaaaar!
 
   The Ogre Guardian which had a giant presence and aura that the Orcs could never compare to, approached Kim Woo-jin without hesitation . 
 
   Whoosh!
 
   Instead, it quickly swung the giant axe in its hand toward the quickly approaching Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Boom!
 
   The axe hit the ground like an explosive, causing ashes, dirt and rocks to fly up into the air like an avalanche . 
 
   Among the items in the air was one Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   With one leap, Kim Woo-jin landed on the Ogre’s shoulders and thrust Percival’s spear at its helmet covered head . 
 
   Clang!
 
   The spear broke through its helmet, pierced its eyebrows and came out the back of its head . 
 
   Thud!
 
   And in that state, the Ogre fell to the ground, causing a cloud of ashes to rise up like a fog . 
 
   However, the cloud that was created did not settle . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Instead, it slowly began changing color . 
 
   The grey cloud had become a bloody red . 
 
   [Goblin Guardian has been afflicted with Blood Poison . ]
 
   [Troll Guardian has been afflicted with Blood Poison . ]
 
   Poison Fog!
 
   It started flowing out from Kim Woo-jin’s body . 
 
   ‘153 left . ’
 
   The real battle began . 
 
   …
 
   Within the huge cave . 
 
   Krrr!
 
   The Hatchling, who was laying in the cave, began to stir because of the noise coming from outside . 
 
   Krrr…
 
   Of course, although it opened its eyes, it did not pay much attention to the commotion . 
 
   Although in Human terms, the Hatchling could only be considered a teenager, its 60 meters long, scale covered body contained power that surpassed common sense . 
 
   An apex predator only moved when it was upset or hungry .  
 
   The Hatchling closed its eyes again . 
 
   It simply waited for its guardians to deal with whatever was happening outside its cave as soon as possible . 
 
   However, the commotion did not stop even after a dozen minutes passed . 
 
   Krrr!
 
   Eventually, the Hatchling opened its eyes again . 
 
   However, the light in its eyes was completely different from before . 
 
   The slightly narrower pupils showed that the Hatchling was more annoyed than it had been before . 
 
   And since it was upset, it did not hesitate any longer . 
 
   After getting up, it began to head outside of the cave . 
 
   Thud!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The ground shook after every one of the Hatchling’s furious footsteps . 
 
   Thuds!
 
   And when the heavy footsteps came to an end, it meant that the Hatchling had finally exited its cave . 
 
   Krrr!
 
   This meant that it could now see its army of Guardians which was close to annihilation, and the group that was slaughtering them . 
 
   A weak looking figure could be seen leading the other group . 
 
   And at that moment, the Hatchling’s gaze met that figure’s eyes . 
 
   They only made eye contact for a short time, but that brief contact was already enough for the Hatchling to know . 
 
   This little guy with the needle in his hand was also an apex predator . 
 
   And it was in a very dangerous situation right now . 
 
   Chak (TL:…sfx…the bane of my existence…)
 
   As soon as it realised that, it spread its wings and prepared to fly . 
 
   Without any hesitation, it prepared to use the safest method with which to kill this new enemy . 
 
   The Hatchling’s actions were very swift . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was far away would also not have a chance to do anything before it got into the air . 
 
   Moreover, the Hatchling’s flight speed was astonishingly fast . 
 
   Flap!
 
   The Hatchling began flapping its wings a few times . 
 
   Fwoom!
 
   At the same time, huge gusts of wind blew everything around it away . 
 
   Even if the distance between Kim Woo-jin and the Hatchling was shorter, Kim Woo-jin would not have been able to do anything to stop it from flying . 
 
   ‘As expected . ’
 
   And of course, Kim Woo-jin knew that . 
 
   So he prepared . 
 
   “Shiba!”
 
   A card named Lee Jin-ah . 
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   Dragons are difficult monsters to hunt . 
 
   This was one fact that Kim Woo-jin would never deny . 
 
   Rather, Kim Woo-jin could probably write a thesis paper on why exactly Dragons were so difficult to hunt . 
 
   ‘If you let the Dragon fly, the hunt has already failed . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin believed that the most difficult thing about Dragons was the fact that they knew how to fly . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was honestly incapable of doing anything when faced with a flying Dragon unless he brought a fighter jet . 
 
   This meant that cutting off the Dragon’s Wings was the minimum requirement to hunt the Dragon . 
 
   However, this in itself was not easy . 
 
   ‘The problem is that Dragons’ senses can be considered one of the most sensitive among monsters . ’
 
   It was not easy to approach a Dragon as they were sensitive enough to be considered a radar . 
 
   In fact, it was almost impossible to escape a Dragon’s radar-like senses . 
 
   ‘In order to get onto its body, we have to distract it somehow . ’
 
   This meant that the only way to do so, was to grab the complete attention of this radar . 
 
   This was the reason that Kim Woo-jin had hunted the Guardians so desperately . 
 
   The Hatchling wouldn’t be able to maintain its composure when its army of Guardians was annihilated in only a dozen or so minutes . 
 
   At least that is what Kim Woo-jin expected to happen with his experience . 
 
   And as he expected, the moment the Hatchling exited its cave, it focused all of its attention onto the battlefield without caring about anything else . 
 
   It then began flapping its wings with the intention of using its aerial advantage . 
 
   Naturally, it was so focused that it didn’t notice Lee Jin-ah who was hiding above the cave’s entrance with the Desert Chameleon Cloak covering his body . 
 
   “Shiba!”
 
   And Lee Jin-ah, who revealed himself with that word, jumped onto the Hatchling’s back without hesitation . 
 
   The Hatchling’s body began to rise higher, and Lee Jin-ah’s body bucked and shook like he was riding a bull in a rodeo . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   However, even in such a situation, Lee Jin-ah did not lose his balance . 
 
   ‘Hmph, this is nothing compared to fighting all of those skeleton bastards . ’
 
   This was because he had learned to maintain his balance in numerous situations that one could encounter in battle . 
 
   Thanks to that, Lee Jin-ah was able to perfectly complete his task . 
 
   “Heavenly Dragon’s Will!”
 
   After making the translucent Heavenly Dragon Sword in his hand shine brightly, Lee Jin-ah shot toward the Hatchling’s right wing . 
 
   Sik . 
 
   And cut off the wing with one slash . 
 
   Krr! Krr!
 
   As soon as its wing was cut off, the Hatchling’s body began to spin uncontrollably before spiralling to the ground . 
 
   Kaboom!
 
   A huge explosion shook the ground . 
 
   And as though it was a signal that they were waiting for, the skeleton army surged towards the crash site . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   At the forefront of this group was a Skeleton Knight . 
 
   And in that Skeleton Knight’s hands, was none other than Percival’s Spear . 
 
   On the other hand, Kim Woo-jin who had previously been wielding Percival’s Spear, now held a long black spear in his hand . 
 
   This spear was made with his Blood Weapon skill using his Black Blood and the Corpse Poison that he had extracted from numerous bodies . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin began taking out multiple such spears from his inventory . 
 
   One, two…
 
   Before long, ten such spears had appeared . 
 
   ‘Each one takes about two thousand…’
 
   These ten spears had been condensed from the corpses of 20,000 monsters . 
 
   ‘I wonder how long it will take . ’
 
   And they were also the reason that Kim Woo-jin was so confident in his success . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   …
 
   [It is the 10th day of Isaac Ivanov’s dungeon attack!]
 
   On the 10th day after Isaac Ivanov had started his dungeon attack, the world began to focus its attention once again . 
 
   -It’s the 10th day . 
 
   -He should’ve cleared the second floor by now . 
 
   This was because it usually didn’t take more than 10 days to clear the first two floors in a 3 Floor dungeon . 
 
   Of course, if it had been just that, the interest would not have risen again . 
 
   -There’s not much time left . 
 
   -It’ll be over soon . 
 
   -Will he be able to hunt the Hatchling?
 
   The reason people were interested was because Isaac Ivanov should soon be entering the third floor of the dungeon where he would face off against the Hatchling . 
 
   -What success…the Dragon Slayer said he has a less than percent chance . 
 
   -To be honest, I have already given up hope . This was ridiculous from the start . 
 
   And it was because Isaac Ivanov would become the Hatchling’s meal . 
 
   In other words, no one expected Isaac Ivanov to successfully clear the dungeon . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, virtually expected to fail . ]
 
   [The Hatchling is a fearsome monster that even level 100 players would dread to encounter it . ]
 
   [The Dragon Slayer, ‘Isaac Ivanov has a less than 10% chance of success’!]
 
   Moreover, all the media outlets in the world were constantly spreading this gloomy expectation . 
 
   [The Great One Guild prepares to attack the Hatchling Dungeon!]
 
   [The Frontier Guild, ‘If Isaac Ivanov fails, we will do our best to recover his remains’ . ]
 
   [Sino-Japanese talks have commenced, is the Kunlun Guild planning on participating in the Hatchling Dungeon?]
 
   And in such a gray solution, the various media also began to scatter bits of hope . 
 
   Naturally, this was all a scheme . 
 
   “The atmosphere has been set . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “When Isaac Ivanov fails, we can begin working immediately . ”
 
   They made it appear as though they were preparing to enter the dungeon as soon as Isaac Ivanov failed in a bid to preserve his memory . 
 
   In other words, everyone who had a hand in this scheme was without doubt . 
 
   They were certain that Isaac Ivanov would fail, and that the Hatchling Dungeon would become an unprecedented treasure as a result . 
 
   Then they received the long awaited news . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s spokesperson announces an Emergency Briefing!]
 
   …
 
   There had always been two reasons why an emergency briefing was made with regard to an attack on a dungeon . 
 
   One, if the dungeon attack was successful, and the other when the dungeon attack had failed . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s spokesperson announces an Emergency Briefing!]
 
   However, when the news was released, only one reason was in the minds of everyone who learned of it . 
 
   -No way…
 
   -It’s here . 
 
   -Damn it, did he really…
 
   Failure . 
 
   There was no other person who dared to think of the other word . 
 
   No, it never even occurred to them . 
 
   [Breaking News! Isaac Ivanov fails to clear the dungeon!]
 
   [A disaster has happened!]
 
   [The world loses a great hero, Isaac Ivanov!]
 
   The moment they saw the news about the emergency briefing, some media outlets began to release news articles about Isaac Ivanov’s failure as though they were simply waiting for this moment . 
 
   This was only possible if they had been convinced of Isaac Ivanov’s failure from the start . 
 
   Of course, their actions went too far and people began to protest . 
 
   -It hasn’t even been officially announced by the spokesperson yet, what kind of news is this?
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   -They are cursing him!
 
   However, the backlash didn’t last long . 
 
   “I will now start the emergency briefing . ”
 
   Soon, when Isaac Ivanov’s spokesperson appeared before the press conference, and when they all saw the spokesperson’s dismal expression, everyone was forced to believe it . 
 
   “I apologize for being the bearer of bad news . ”
 
   And as everyone expected, terrible words began flowing from the spokesperson’s mouth . 
 
   The atmosphere of the entire world became still . 
 
   Of course, there were some who became incomparably excited by the news that was about to come . 
 
   In such a tense atmosphere, Isaac Ivanov spokesperson let out a long sigh before continuing their announcement . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov is currently unconscious and receiving urgent medical treatment after receiving a fatal injury during the attack on the Hatchling Dungeon . ” (TL: HA! GOT EEM!) 
 
   The words from the spokesperson’s mouth were certainly terrible news . 
 
   Fatal injuries, unconsciousness, urgent medical treatment…
 
   This was three pieces of terrible news in one . 
 
   However, the expressions of the people who heard this news were far from shocked or saddened . 
 
   The expressions of the gathered reporters were especially strange . 
 
   Those who had urgently tried to get the best seats in order to ask their prepared questions could no longer stay silent . 
 
   “What’s that supposed to mean?”
 
   “A fatal injury? What happened in the dungeon? No, how do you know that outside of the dungeon?”
 
   “He’s getting urgent medical attention? Where?”
 
   Everyone appeared to be in a state of confusion as they did not understand the spokesperson’s words . 
 
   However, the spokesperson simply bowed to them while saying . 
 
   “I would like to ask everyone to please give your support and encouragement for Isaac Ivanov to fully recover from his injuries . This concludes my emergency briefing . ”
 
   With those words, the spokesperson turned around and left . 
 
   Only then did the world realise . 
 
   “Oh my God! Isaac Ivanov has become the next Dragon Slayer!”
 
   Isaac Ivanov had once again made the impossible possible . 
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   -I would like to ask everyone to please give your support and encouragement for Isaac Ivanov to fully recover from his injuries . This concludes my emergency briefing . 
 
   As soon as Isaac Ivanov’s spokesperson’s briefing ended, a new video was immediately broadcasted on TV . 
 
   -Hurry! Hurry! This is an emergency!
 
   -Isaac isn’t breathing! Come quickly!
 
   In the poor quality video, two men gently laid a blonde-haired man down while anxiously informing the surrounding personal about the urgent situation and performing emergency measures, including CPR . 
 
   Soon, a man in a white lab coat who appeared to be a doctor hurried over and assessed the situation before beckoning to the rest and shouting . 
 
   -Prepare for surgery immediately!
 
   That was the end of the video . 
 
   Only after the video ended did a news anchor appear to begin explaining what happened in the video . 
 
   -As you saw, Isaac Ivanov suffered fatal injuries during the battle with the Hatchling and is now receiving urgent medical care . According to the official reports, they have successfully managed to save his life, however, his injuries are so serious that he has yet to regain consciousness .  
 
   While watching the news report, Lee Jin-ah let out a shout of frustration . 
 
   “Dammit!”
 
   As he said this word, Lee Jin-ah’s facial expression turned sour . 
 
   “Ah, dammit!”
 
   After repeatedly saying this phrase, Lee Jin-ah bowed his head in despair . 
 
   “I should’ve done better…”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s voice sounded very depressed . 
 
   He sounded so serious that a person who heard it would feel the need to comfort him . 
 
   The man, who was sitting beside him silently this entire time, finally spoke to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Do you have a mental illness?”
 
   As Kim Woo-jin asked this, Lee Jin-ah frowned and asked back . 
 
   “What the hell are you talking about?”
 
   “Don’t you think I’m the one who should be asking ‘what the hell are you talking about?’?” 
 
   “I’m talking about that!”
 
   As he said that, Lee Jin-ah pointed toward the report being played on the television with the caption ‘Isaac Ivanov critically injured’ . 
 
   “Look, look how bad I am at acting . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin stared at Lee Jin-ah with cold eyes . 
 
   However, even when he was being stared at in such a way, Lee Jin-ah did not stop talking . 
 
   “Dammit, my acting skills are so bad…I might need to go to acting school . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   -I can hear Lee Jin-ah’s bullshit from here . What’s going on?
 
   Ignoring the depressed Lee Jin-ah, Kim Woo-jin returned his attention to his call with Oh Se-chan . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah seems to suffer from mental illness . ”
 
   -I knew there was something wrong with him . So he has a mental illness . We’ll need to arrange for psychotherapy . Ah, more importantly, how are you doing?
 
   “There are no problems . ”
 
   There were no signs of fatal injury anywhere on Kim Woo-jin who was comfortably making the call . 
 
   No, not to mention injuries, there wasn’t even any sign of fatigue . 
 
   -So, how is the harvest from the dungeon?
 
   [Dragon Slayer]
 
   – Achievement Rank: Unique
 
   – Effect: All stats +30
 
   “Not bad . ”
 
   The harvest from the dungeon wasn’t particularly impressive . 
 
   “How about you?”
 
   After confirming his own harvest, Kim Woo-jin gave a small smile and returned the question to Oh Se-chan . 
 
   Oh Se-chan also smiled before responding . 
 
   -A little salty . 
 
   It had been two days since Isaac Ivanov successfully cleared the Hatchling Dungeon with only three people . 
 
   The world was now filled with news about Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   The topics of these news articles were split between two things . 
 
   The first was the fact that Isaac Ivanov had exceeded everyone’s expectations and become a Dragon Slayer . 
 
   The other was that Isaac Ivanov had suffered severe injuries and was currently in a coma . 
 
   -What makes it tastier is the fact that it’s fake consolation money . 
 
   Of course, the main piece of news was actually the fact that Isaac Ivanov had been injured in the dungeon . 
 
   More importantly, this was not some impulsive decision, but was instead a plan that had been developed even before they entered the dungeon . 
 
   There were many reasons for this decision . 
 
   -Although we didn’t accept any donations from the general public and only accepted those from the guilds, the amount is substantial . 
 
   First of all, it was profitable . 
 
   If Isaac Ivanov had cleared the dungeon without incident, no one in the world would feel sympathy for him . 
 
   However, if Isaac Ivanov, who had become the world’s new Dragon Slayer, returned from the dungeon with severe injuries and in a coma, there wouldn’t just be sympathy, but instead tremendous support from the entire world . 
 
   “What about the Top Five Guilds?”
 
   -They haven’t said anything yet . But can those people who cried out through the media that they would bravely hunt the Hatchling to avenge Isaac Ivanov get away with just sending some juice as a gift? They will have to send something big since they care about Isaac Ivanov so much . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Those who had professed their desire to avenge Isaac Ivanov in the media would have no choice in the situation where Isaac Ivanov was alive, but ill . 
 
   They’d have to pay just as much as they did for their little publicity stunt . 
 
   -Everyone is so concerned about this situation that they’ve completely forgotten what you did . 
 
   Under such circumstances, it was natural for the fact that Isaac Ivanov had cleared the Hatchling dungeon, and the meaning of such actions to fade . 
 
   This was the second reason for this act . 
 
   If Isaac Ivanov had simply successfully cleared the dungeon then their vigilance towards him would have risen to its peak . 
 
   But if it was a serious injury like this one, it was bound to grab everyone’s complete attention . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov was amazing, but he was lucky enough to even be alive . 
 
   In simple terms, they would be able to conceal his power . 
 
   “And the Bow God?”
 
   -I’m trying to track his movements right now, but I haven’t been able to find anything yet . I’m sure he’ll use his greatest trump cards now . 
 
   Of course, the biggest reason for this plan was the Bow God, Noda Heijiro . 
 
   Then I guess we’ll have to sprinkle a little bait called Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   -That’s right . 
 
   The possibility that Kim Woo-jin might be Isaac Ivanov’s new teammate was then leaked to the Bow God . 
 
   When he was first faced with this situation, the Bow God must have had a lot of worries holding him back . 
 
   It was too risky to attack Kim Woo-jin who was in a team with none other than Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Not only was it risky, but also the probability of success was incredibly low . 
 
   But what about now that Isaac Ivanov was critically injured and unconscious?
 
   What if Kim Woo-jin was spotted alone in such a situation?
 
   -Even if he suspects that the bait is poisoned, he will still bite it . 
 
   For the Bow God, even if he suspected that the bait was a trap, he would still grab the opportunity to bite it . 
 
   -So are you confident?
 
   Of course, this was why they believed that the Bow God would use his most powerful trump card at the first opportunity, regardless of if there was a crowd of people around or not . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered Oh Se-chan’s concerns calmly . 
 
   “Fortunately, the harvest wasn’t too bad this time, so there shouldn’t be any problems as long as it’s a 3 Floor dungeon . ”
 
   -Isn’t it too dangerous though?
 
   In response to Oh Se-chan’s repeated questions, Kim Woo-jin turned to glance beside him for a moment before saying . 
 
   “Don’t worry too much . I’m not alone this time . ”
 
   At that moment, Lee Jin-ah who was practicing his acting while looking at the TV suddenly felt a shiver go down his spine . 
 
   At that, Kim Woo-jin smiled slightly and prepared to end the conversation . 
 
   “Then let’s do this properly . First, set up a workshop for me, I want to make a few pieces of Dragon Skin armor . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   -Okay . 
 
   “And I hope you can get me some gastric juice from a Golden Dragon(1) . ”
 
   -Golden Dragon’s gastric juices?
 
   When Oh Se-chan asked that question, Kim Woo-jin looked at an item that was laying in his inventory . 
 
   [Cursed Sword]
 
   – Rating: Unique
 
   – Physical Attack: 10
 
   – Required Level: Level 1 or Higher
 
   – Description: A sealed sword with unknown power . It seems to be of no use . 
 
   ‘The Ganjang(2) is now in my hand . ’ 
 
   Ganjang . 
 
   The memory of the first time he encountered this weapon came to Kim Woo-jin’s mind . 
 
   It wasn’t a very good memory . 
 
   ‘It was this sword that cut off my arm . ’
 
   The first time he encountered the Ganjang, Kim Woo-jin had the horrible experience of having his arm cut off . 
 
   Of course, the one who cut off his arm also had his head cut off in exchange . 
 
   ‘After that, it was given to Lee Se-jun . ’
 
   Lee Se-jun then became the owner of the then ownerless weapon and the Ganjang became one of the trademarks of Lee Se-jun . 
 
   At the same time, Kim Woo-jin was given an order . 
 
   ‘I wandered the world in search of the Makya(2 . 5) . ’
 
   To find the other half of the Ganjang pair, the Makya . 
 
   ‘It’s a pity that I don’t know where the Makya is . ’
 
   However, despite utilizing their resources to search around the world, neither Kim Woo-jin nor the Messiah Guild were able to find the Makya . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t too disappointed by that fact . 
 
   -It won’t be easy to get . The Dragon Slayer is probably the only one who has any right now, and he rarely sells it . The fact that I was able to get some back then is amazing . 
 
   “It doesn’t matter if you take a bit of time to get it . That’s not too important right now . ”
 
   After all, the Makya wasn’t his target right now . 
 
   “I want you to pay attention to the stage for now . ”
 
   -I’ll keep that in mind . 
 
   …
 
   After the world became a game, it was obviously China who exerted the greatest influence in all of Asia . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The population that could not be compared and the leadership that stemmed from the one party dictatorship was not something that other countries could imitate . 
 
   The next country that grew in influence was Korea, and the reason for that was the fact that the Messiah Guild had started there . 
 
   Naturally, Japan’s influence fell to third place . 
 
   This caused the Japanese to feel a sense of inferiority and anger that was beyond description . At the same time, Japan felt a tremendous level of crisis . 
 
   They feared that if the situation continued to progress, they might end up trapped on the island and the fear began to overtake the country . 
 
   This was how the Yamato Federation came into being . 
 
   Under its will, Japan created a grand plan to escape its physical limitations . 
 
   And at the center of this plan, were the two strongest players in Japan, the Sword Saint, and the Bow God . 
 
   Of course, externally, the relationship between the two wasn’t good . 
 
   The Sword Saint was a player who represented Japan, while the Bow God seemed to represent the Messiah Guild . 
 
   They did not meet each other often, and it was also rumored that they had a terrible relationship .  
 
   “Long time no see . ”
 
   “I thought you promised not to show your face until the end of your little rebellion?”
 
   But all of that was an act . 
 
   The two of them were closer than any other player could imagine . 
 
   “I need your disciple’s strength to get my revenge . ”
 
   “You mean for that guy named Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   To the extent that they had a perfect grasp of each other’s situations . 
 
   “I’ve prepared some bait to lure him into a dungeon, but I don’t have a good enough hunter who can definitely get him . ”
 
   “Is a good hunter the only thing you need?”
 
   “And I need equipment . We’re going to need at least a legendary item to successfully catch him . But we shouldn’t use our own, because there is still a risk of failure . ”
 
   Therefore, the conversation between the two of them wasn’t long . 
 
   “Sword Saint, lend me that sword you have never used before . ”
 
   Bow God asked and the Sword Saint agreed without even thinking about it . 
 
   “I’ll give you the Makya . ”
 
   And the conversation ended just like that . 
 
   (Note:
 
   1 . For those of you who don’t remember, Golden Dragon’s gastric juices first appeared in Chapter 47 and was used to remove the curse from the Stone Necklace which became the skill page for Eye of Horus . You can browse through it to refresh your memory if you like .  
 
   Ah…how I miss those days…everything felt…shorter…*sigh*
 
   2-2 . 5 . Brief look into the horrific life of a translator . Ganjang and Makya are weapons from a game called Dungeon Fighter Online, and can be considered Yin(Makya) and Yang(Ganjang) while wielding the properties of said energy, i . e . water and fire . They were made by a famous blacksmith named Ganjang and were named after himself and his wife .  
 
   Now the tricky thing about this is the fact that Ganjang(간장) is Soy Sauce in Korean, so even when I was unsure why the author wanted Kim Woo-jin to hold soy sauce, it was not easy for me to find another translation of the word since even googling the word ‘ganjang’ would show you soy sauce . So it took me a pretty long time before I managed to find what it actually was . Not that interesting, but I thought I’d share . 
 
   Tbh…I don’t like how easy it is for Woo-jin to get the items he needs…)
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   The 10th day after Isaac Ivanov successfully cleared the Hatchling Dungeon . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov is still unconscious!]
 
   [A wave of encouragement is sent from all over the world!]
 
   Isaac Ivanov, who was still unconscious, received a tremendous amount of support and encouragement from the rest of the world . 
 
   At the same time, as though they were competing, those who had claimed they would take revenge for Isaac Ivanov, began showing their support . 
 
   [The Frontier Guild promises to give Isaac Ivanov their full support!]
 
   [The Kunlun Guild elects Isaac Ivanov as a new hero!]
 
   [Lee Se-jun personally delivers a letter of encouragement to Isaac Ivanov!]
 
   The large guilds, including the top five guilds, began giving their support to Isaac Ivanov, who had created a miracle that no one thought possible . 
 
   -Why isn’t the Great One Guild saying anything? Weren’t they the first ones to say that if Isaac Ivanov dies, they would challenge the Hatchling dungeon to take revenge?
 
   -Did they say that just because they wanted to claim Isaac Ivanov’s items?
 
   ㄴHey, no way . Those bastards!
 
   ㄴ Did the Great One Guild, one of the two prides of America, really say that they would take revenge just for that reason?
 
   ㄴ The Great One Guild has to give a huge amount of support to show that that’s not true!
 
   However, most of them were forced to do so by public opinion . 
 
   Of course, there were some who weren’t . 
 
   -What’s Isaac’s current condition?
 
   Park Yong-wan was sincerely worried about Isaac Ivanov’s situation more than anyone else . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   -How serious is it?
 
   “I don’t know the details . They haven’t given me any information . ”
 
   -Find out what’s going on, by any means!
 
   Considering the fact that Park Yong-wan was the man who invested the most in Isaac Ivanov and who had the most to gain from Isaac Ivanov, his sincere concern was expected . 
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   -I’ll get you anything you need . 
 
   “Yes, I’ll find out what they need . ”
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, he was grateful to Park Yong-wan for his ever present care . 
 
   “Then I will stay in Japan for now . ”
 
   -That’s more like it . 
 
   “But I don’t have any money on hand right now . I’d really appreciate it if you could support my stay . ”
 
   Of course, he wouldn’t miss the chance to make some money . 
 
   Above all, Kim Woo-jin knew . 
 
   -…there’s a broker I know in Japan, so you can go through him . 
 
   ‘Of course there is . ’
 
   That Park Yong-wan did not have an influence in Japan . 
 
   In fact, Kim Woo-jin knew that Park Yong-wan’s Japanese contact was none other than Hayashi Konsuke, a broker . 
 
   ‘After all, selling your country didn’t happen in a day . ’
 
   Moreover, since he was willing to sell out the government to Japan before Kim Woo-jin returned to the past, it meant that Park Yong-wan’s connection to Japan was not simple . 
 
   ‘It was also the biggest reason why the Messiah Guild and Yamato Federation consider Park Yong-wan their enemy . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   This was also one of the reasons that the Messiah Guild would get rid of Park Yong-wan without hesitation . 
 
   Not only did they think that the information that Park Yong-wan had in Japan was enough to threaten them, it was there that they’d first tried to take advantage of Park Yong-wan . 
 
   For them, Park Yong-wan was a clear risk factor . 
 
   -I’ll give you the broker’s contact information . 
 
   It was truly unfair for Park Yong-wan, who was unaware of this fact . 
 
   “If you don’t have one already, it would be best to use a code of some sort . ”
 
   -Password? You can decide it yourself . 
 
   “I think ‘Patriotic Martyrdom’ would do . ”
 
   -Patriotic Martyrdom…okay, I’ll pass it on to the broker . 
 
   Of course, that wasn’t what was important to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘I’m sure this is enough information for the eavesdroppers . ’
 
   There were people eavesdropping on their conversation . 
 
   “Thank you . ”
 
   The conversation ended there . 
 
   …
 
   Park Yong-wan’s status and influence in Korea were quite significant . 
 
   To exaggerate a bit, Park Yong-wan has enough influence to arrange a meeting with the president . 
 
   However, the thing that was truly surprising, was the fact that Park Yong-wan’s status abroad was even greater than that in Korea . 
 
   Abroad, the evaluation of Park Yong-wan was very high . 
 
   The reason, of course, was the Messiah Guild . 
 
   It would be strange if Park Yong-wan, who almost single-handedly raised the status of the Phoenix Guild by following the footsteps of the Messiah Guild, was low . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   This was why the Japanese broker would not hold back when taking care of Park Yong-wan’s aide . 
 
   Thanks to this, after contacting the broker, Kim Woo-jin was spending the day in a manner that was befitting to call the ‘ultimate luxury’ . 
 
   “Dammit . Someone’s eating a 50,000 yen menu at an expensive sushi bar while someone else has to eat at a convenience store . ”
 
   This was also the reason why Lee Jin-ah, who was also waiting in Japan, couldn’t help but open his mouth . 
 
   “It’s so damn annoying . ”
 
   Considering Lee Jin’ah’s personality, one where he would even risk his life for food, watching Kim Woo-jin enjoy such an expensive meal was no different from torture . 
 
   -Hey Jin-ah . 
 
   Oh Se-chan, who could hear his complaints from over the phone, couldn’t help but ask in a dumbfounded tone . 
 
   -Didn’t you spend over 70,000 yen eating in the convenience store yesterday?
 
   “Yes?”
 
   -What could you find to eat in a convenience store that added up to 70,000 yen huh? I can’t even imagine it . And it was just one meal too, not even a full day’s worth . 
 
   “D-, did I eat so much? I just picked out the things that looked delicious and ate them…”
 
   As he said this, Lee Jin-ah pouted a bit . 
 
   “Hey, Japanese prices are ridiculous . I just had a few snacks and it already came up to 70,000 yen . ”
 
   -Jin-ah . 
 
   “Yes?”
 
   -If the expenses were coming out of my pocket, I would’ve already gotten rid of you . 
 
   “Ah, hyung, that joke was a bit too harsh…”
 
   -I meant it . 
 
   As he heard those words, Lee Jin-ah shivered slightly as he could hear the sincerity in Oh Se-chan’s voice, and quickly changed the subject . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “How much longer do we have to stay here? We can’t stay here forever can we?”
 
   Oh Se-chan replied to his question simply . 
 
   -It shouldn’t be much longer . We’ve already fed them enough so they should make an offer soon . 
 
   “What offer?”
 
   -They will make a run of the mill offer like requesting assistance in retrieving the items from a player who died in a dungeon . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah clicked his tongue when he heard that . 
 
   “Isn’t that too obvious though?”
 
   -It’s a classic, even if it’s obvious . And it always works . ‘This dungeon boss is a Succubus, would you like to help us clear it?’ Or they will ask something like this next . 
 
   “Are there any Succubus dungeons?”
 
   Oh Se-chan snorted when Lee Jin-ah asked this question . 
 
   -Why? Are you interested?
 
   “Hyung, I’m Lee Jin-ah, a man . If there’s a dungeon like that of course you have to let me know first . ”
 
   -Well, the Succubus would probably commit suicide immediately after seeing you anyway, so it shouldn’t be too much of a problem . I’ll tell you if there is one . 
 
   “Hey, really . ”
 
   It was then . 
 
   “At least I still have hair!”
 
   -Hair? You bastard, don’t go anywhere! I’m going to get a barber and shave off all of your damn hair!
 
   Just as the two’s conversation descended into the usual comedy . 
 
   “There’s a signal from Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   The story, which had paused for a moment, could finally continue . 
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   “Dungeon attack?”
 
   As he heard that question, a man with a rat-like expression nodded his head and quietly spoke to Kim Woo-jin who was putting a piece of tuna sushi into his mouth . 
 
   “Yes, there’s a dungeon you have to attack . It’s B+ rank 3 Floor dungeon with 120 maximum entries . ”
 
   Instead of responding, Kim Woo-jin simply chewed on his sushi . 
 
   Meanwhile, the man continued to speak . 
 
   “The reason for the attack is an item that needs to be recovered from the dungeon . ”
 
   At those words, Kim Woo-jin closely looked at Maruyama, the man in front of him . 
 
   ‘It’s obviously a trap . ’
 
   Unsurprisingly, Kim Woo-jin knew that Maruyama was doing his best to have Kim Woo-jin take the bait . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin just continued eating his sushi instead of responding . 
 
   When he saw that, Maruyama paused for a moment before he continued talking . 
 
   “I know the offer is very sudden . But Mr . Kim Woo-jin was the only one I could ask for this favor . ”
 
   This time, Kim Woo-jin, who had been calmly eating his sushi, finally responded . 
 
   “How much do you know about me?”
 
   “As I said before, I don’t know Mr . Kim Woo-jin very well . ”
 
   At that moment, Maruyama stepped closer to Kim Woo-jin and spoke in a small voice . 
 
   “But I know that Mr . Kim Woo-jin is the great hero’s teammate . There’s nothing more reliable than that . ”
 
   At his words, Kim Woo-jin mocked him internally . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘They worked hard to think of a good enough scenario . ’
 
   He was mocking the amount of effort Maruyama and the Bow God behind him had to put in to come up with a good enough bait . 
 
   Of course, he didn’t show any of that . 
 
   Instead, Kim Woo-jin’s expression became firm . 
 
   “Then you should know that I can’t just move when I feel like it . Would you behave as you please while your boss is unconscious?”
 
   It was a reasonable question . 
 
   And it was something that the Bow God would’ve expected . 
 
   That’s why Maruyama acted like he had prepared for such a response . 
 
   “That’s why I came up with this proposal . ”
 
   With those words, Maruyama looked around carefully before he picked up the briefcase that he’d brought with him . 
 
   Then he pulled an envelope out of it . 
 
   “If you accept our offer, we will give you this skill page . This is an advance . After you’ve completed the task, you will receive additional rewards . ”
 
   As he said this, Maruyama handed the envelope to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin did not take the envelope . 
 
   Instead, he spoke with a displeased expression . 
 
   “So what happened was because of my incompetence and with this offer I’ll become stronger, is that it?”
 
   He was bound to be displeased . 
 
   Were they saying that the reason Isaac Ivanov was so heavily injured during the fight with the Hatchling was because Kim Woo-jin was incompetent?
 
   Maruyama’s words were lacking just enough for Kim Woo-jin to assume that that was what he meant . 
 
   Of course, Maruyama was also aware that his words could be interpreted in such a way . 
 
   Therefore, Maruyama continued acting in confidence while believing that everything was going as planned . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Isn’t it clear that if Mr . Kim Woo-jin was stronger than you are now, the results would’ve been different?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin got up from his seat as if he could no longer tolerate the insults . 
 
   “Mr . Kim Woo-jin!”
 
   At the same time, Maruyama got up and blocked Kim Woo-jin from leaving . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin stared at Maruyama with his displeased expression . 
 
   When he saw this, Maruyama spoke with a tense voice . 
 
   “I’m not trying to make fun of you, Mr . Kim Woo-jin . I never had that intention sir . In fact, I made this proposal simply because I felt that it would be incredibly helpful to you . ”
 
   With those words, Maruyama passed the envelope to Kim Woo-jin once again . 
 
   At least check what is inside before you make a decision . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin frowned harder before finally taking the envelope from Maruyama . 
 
   As he did this, a thought went through his head . 
 
   ‘It seems that they prepared something more valuable than I expected . ”
 
   It seemed the Bow God had spent a lot of money to get rid of Kim Woo-jin this time . 
 
   ‘But that doesn’t mean it would be a legendary skill . ’
 
   With that thought, Kim Woo-jin confirmed what was in the envelope . 
 
   Inside the envelope was not a legendary or even a unique skill, just as Kim Woo-jin had expected . 
 
   ‘As expected . ’
 
   As he saw the contents, Kim Woo-jin laughed lightly in his head . 
 
   After he saw what the skill page was, Kim Woo-jin spoke with a firm tone . 
 
   “How did you get this?”
 
   He wasn’t acting . 
 
   This was the first time that Kim Woo-jin had shown a sincere expression since meeting Maruyama today . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was that surprising . 
 
   “It seems like my judgement that this Blood Golem skill would greatly enhance Mr . Kim Woo-jin’s power . ”
 
   The bait that the Bow God had prepared to draw in Kim Woo-jin had worked . 
 
   …
 
   The Blood Golem skill could be used as a medium to hold the Blood Poison . 
 
   Even if you had little knowledge about skills in the game-like world, you would be able to understand the synergy between these two skills . 
 
   -They really gave you the Blood Golem skill as an advance?
 
   That’s why Oh Se-chan was so surprised . 
 
   -Where did they get it? I’ve kept an eye out for it but it hasn’t even been on sale!
 
   Oh Se-chan had also believed that there was no better skill for Kim Woo-jin’s Blood Poison ability, so he earnestly searched for the Blood Golem skill . 
 
   -I’ll have to raise my evaluation of the Yamato Federation . I knew they weren’t ordinary, but I didn’t expect it would be this much…
 
   That was why he was surprised when Kim Woo-jin so easily obtained something that even he had been unable to find . 
 
   [Blood Golem]
 
   – Condition: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   – Required Level: Level 100 or higher
 
   – Effect: Summon a Golem using the summoner’s blood as a medium . The shape of the Golem will follow that of the summoner, and the more blood it absorbs from prey, the larger it gets . 
 
   Of course, his surprise could not surpass Kim Woo-jin’s when he saw the skill page . 
 
   This was because he had already experienced just how horrific those two skills could be when combined . 
 
   ‘The secret trump card of the Poison King . ’
 
   The Poison King . 
 
   Through him, Kim Woo-jin had experienced firsthand how the combination of these two skills could produce terrifying results . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘The Blood Golem itself is a monster . ’
 
   Firstly, the Blood Golem was a monster all on its own . 
 
   It was incredibly hard to deal with because it was highly resistant to physical attacks due to its liquid body, combined with a considerable resistance to magic . 
 
   At the same time, the Blood Golem could freely control all parts of its body . 
 
   This meant that it could sharpen any part of its body at any time . 
 
   It was a liquid killing machine like the T-1000 that appeared as the antagonist in the movie Terminator 2 . 
 
   And when the blood that was used to create this horrific monster was extremely poisonous, the killing ability it demonstrated became overwhelming . 
 
   ‘Players who were able to hunt Dragons in 5 Floor dungeons were completely annihilated by a Blood Golem . ’
 
   Even Dragon Slayers could not avoid death when faced with a Blood Golem . 
 
   And such a thing had now been given to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Of course, there was no way that Kim Woo-jin would be overwhelmed by that fact . 
 
   “The Bow God has prepared the best bait to lure me into the dungeon to kill . ”
 
   Rather, he realised that with this skill, the Bow God had prepared the greatest stage on which to kill him . 
 
   -It’s definitely the best bait to catch you . 
 
   In fact, the Blood Golem skill was the best bait . 
 
   -You can’t refuse it and you can’t use it . 
 
   From the perspective of Kim Woo-jin, who was known for using blood poison, this was a skill that he could not pass up, but because the required level was 100, it was a skill that he was unable to use . 
 
   This meant that the prey would not become stronger because of their bait . 
 
   -So what will you do?
 
   “If they’re willing to do this much, then I have to give the Bow God a chance . ”
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin had to take this bait . 
 
   “Tell Lee Jin-ah to get ready . ”
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   A closed, overgrown school located in Kita-Ku, Kyoto City, was filled with people and exuded a gloomy atmosphere . 
 
   The school grounds were currently filled with incredibly expensive vehicles, and Self Defense Forces personnel stood guard around them with guns . 
 
   The school’s gym was where the most people congregated . 
 
   The ceiling had fallen, and the floor was destroyed . however, there were about 90 people checking their equipment in front of the dungeon gate that was in the center of the room . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was one of the 90 people . 
 
   His appearance was completely different from usual, wearing thick horn-rimmed glasses and a neat 8:2 part in his hair . 
 
   [Black Lizard]
 
   – Number of Floors: 3
 
   – Difficulty: B+
 
   – Maximum number of entries: 120
 
   – Requirements: Level 95 and lower
 
   – Conditions: Subjugate the pack of Black Lizard 
 
   – Reward: Catalogue to the hunter of the Boss Monster
 
   A man then approached him while he was reading the dungeon report . 
 
   “Mr . Woo . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin put down the dungeon report before reaching out his hand to the large man with tanned skin . 
 
   The man grabbed his outstretched hand immediately . 
 
   “Nice to see you again . ”
 
   The man’s name was Arai Kazuhiko . 
 
   He was also the leader of the team that the other side had requested Kim Woo-jin to join to attack the dungeon . 
 
   “Yes, nice to see you again . ”
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin had met Arai Kazuhiko before . 
 
   They’d met and discussed the plan for the dungeon . 
 
   “The preparations are completed . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Therefore, there was no reason for them to have a long conversation now . 
 
   “This is my senior . ”
 
   Instead, Kim Woo-jin introduced him to Lee Jin-ah who was standing behind him, to Arai Kazuhiko . 
 
   “Oh!”
 
   Arai Kazuhiko looked at Lee Jin-ah with a surprised expression . 
 
   “This sir…”
 
   “He will help us with the attack, as I notified you previously . ”
 
   “Right!”
 
   At Kim Woo-jin’s words, Arai Kazuhiko gave a bright smile without hesitation . 
 
   “Thank you very much for your help . I will make sure to treat you both after the dungeon attack, you won’t be disappointed . ”
 
   “You don’t have to worry too much about it . You paid for it after all . ”
 
   The people around them didn’t pay much attention to them . 
 
   They just prepared to attack the dungeon with their own groups . 
 
   “It’s time!”
 
   And so the dungeon attack began . 
 
   …
 
   “They entered the dungeon . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan, who was enthusiastically tapping away at his laptop did not respond as his subordinate said those words . 
 
   “97 people entered with them . We checked the backgrounds for everyone, but we didn’t find anything unusual . ”
 
   After the report, the employee then asked . 
 
   “Did you find anything?”
 
   In response to the question, Oh Se-chan stopped tapping on his keyboard and wiped the sweat off his forehead with a napkin that seemed to be taken from a coffee shop . 
 
   There was a pile of reports in front of him . 
 
   These reports were the information on all the players that had entered the dungeon with Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “No, no matter how I look, I can’t find anything out of the ordinary . ”
 
   As he said those words, Oh Se-chan’s expression was stiff . 
 
   He was certain that there were some among the players who had entered the dungeon with Kim Woo-jin that wanted to attack him . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   However, Oh Se-chan could not find who these players were . 
 
   “All the reports here are clean, perfect even . No matter who saw them, they would think that these were just ordinary, talented players . ”
 
   To be precise, he was unable to find any connections to the Messiah Guild, the Bow God, or the Yamato Federation . 
 
   Of course, Oh Se-chan didn’t actually believe that these players were as ordinary as they appeared . 
 
   “As expected, it seems that they put hidden talents that the Japanese government have been nurturing from the start . ”
 
   “You mean it’s one of those elites?”
 
   “Perhaps . ”
 
   Instead, he believed that they had implanted elite players that no one knew about for this mission . 
 
   When they heard this, Oh Se-chan’s subordinate’s expression stiffened . 
 
   “Will they be okay?”
 
   At that question, Oh Se-chan frowned . 
 
   “The Bow God’s people also accepted Lee Jin-ah’s participation without any hesitation . That means they are confident in their elites . ”
 
   “I see . ”
 
   “Since they know that Kim Woo-jin is proficient in poison, they will certainly have prepared to deal with poison . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan paused for a moment . 
 
   There was silence for a long while, and when the silence started becoming tense, Oh Se-chan finally spoke . 
 
   “The good news is that Bow God and the Sword Saint’s disciples did not participate . That means that Japan’s best aces were excluded . ”
 
   …
 
   In a forest with trees that had red leaves reminiscent of autumn, a man was meditating with his eyes closed . 
 
   The scene of the man meditating was very calm and soothing . 
 
   Even people who watched him would feel calm . 
 
   Krrr . 
 
   However, for the five Orcs that were passing by, he seemed to be easy prey . 
 
   Roar!
 
   Naturally, the moment they spotted this prey, the Orcs rushed toward him at the same time . 
 
   As they roared and rushed forward like a small wave, the Orc’s momentum was stifling . 
 
   However, the meditating man did not seem to notice their approach . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kehung!
 
   His expression did not change even when the Orcs were 1 meter away from him .  
 
   Just as the Orcs’ weapons were about to touch the man . 
 
   Puk!
 
   The man maintained his meditation even as arrows poured in from the sides and turned the Orcs into hedgehogs . 
 
   “Ito-sama . ”
 
   The man only ended his meditation when a group of eleven people gathered around him,
 
   “The preparations are complete . ”
 
   The moment he heard this, the man opened his eyes . 
 
   “Once again, this will be our first mission out of the shadows . ”
 
   This man’s name was Ito Shunsuke . 
 
   He was one of the core players in the group secretly created by Japan and the Yamato Federation, Sun Shadow . 
 
   “The Sword Saint even gave us a weapon that he has never used before to ensure our success . ”
 
   In addition, he was one of the hidden students of the Sword Saint . 
 
   He wasn’t just an ordinary disciple, but a super talented individual strong enough to be considered among the top 3 disciples!
 
   Furthermore, despite being so talented, this person was loyal enough to choose to remain in the shadows instead of basking in the fame gained from his talent . 
 
   They had been given this important task as a test, not only to benefit the Bow God, but also to prove Japan’s efforts . 
 
   “We have been ordered to claim Kim Woo-jin’s head . ”
 
   One of their missions was to kill none other than Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   In other words, both the Sword Saint and Bow God recognized Kim Woo-jin for the threat he could become . 
 
   They no longer considered him to be a lucky rat, but instead a sly beast . 
 
   Nevertheless, they had expressed their determination to get rid of him this time . 
 
   “I will not tolerate any of you dying to that guy . If you think he’s going to kill you, split up and give up . ”
 
   Ito Shunsuke once again reinforced his orders to his men, who all nodded silently . 
 
   As Ito Shunsuke said, they would rather commit seppuku(1) than allow themselves to die by Kim Woo-jin’s hands . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   A woman ran toward Ito Shunsuke and his men at a high speed . 
 
   “Hoo, hoo . ”
 
   She had an urgent expression on her face as she approached . 
 
   In fact, her urgency was noticeable even from the distance . 
 
   However, Ito Shunsuke watched the woman approach with a calm expression . Even after she finally arrived, his expression didn’t change . 
 
   He knew . 
 
   ‘There’s Isaac Ivanov’s partner as well as Kim Woo-jin . ’
 
   That their target wasn’t an ordinary person, and that the person beside him was none other than the legendary Isaac Ivanov’s teammate . 
 
   ‘Even if there are some unexpected variables, it wouldn’t be strange . ’
 
   So he was aware that everything might not go as planned . 
 
   This was the reason why he’d calmed his mind with meditation . 
 
   Even if his subordinates could get shaken by changes in the situation, Ito Shunsuke ensured that he would be able to remain calm no matter what . 
 
   “T-, there, there’s a problem . ”
 
   So while the woman stuttered as though she was too shocked to speak properly, Ito Shunsuke still spoke to her in a composed tone . 
 
   “I want you to formulate what you want to say in your head before telling me . ”
 
   He projected his calmness onto his subordinate . 
 
   “T-, that…”
 
   However, she was still unable to calm down . 
 
   Ito Shunsuke frowned at that . 
 
   “Speak clearly . ”
 
   Eventually, she forcibly regained her composure when she noticed his displeasure, and after taking a few deep breaths, she finally managed to calm herself somewhat . 
 
   ‘What the hell is going on?’
 
   Ito Shunsuke could not understand what kind of situation would cause this player, who had undergone hellish training and was far from ordinary, to become so flustered . 
 
   Fortunately, it did not take long for him to get an answer . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin, while hunting monsters…he died . ”
 
   “What did you say?”
 
   His composure cracked . 
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   The reasons players died in dungeons were one of two things . 
 
   Either a lack of ability, or a lack of luck . 
 
   This wasn’t a joke . In fact, there were more cases of talented players having accidents because of bad luck than one would imagine . 
 
   “It happened when Kim Woo-jin was using his vampire skills on a group of Orcs that he’d hunted . ”
 
   In particular, most cases were unfortunate accidents that occurred the moment they believed the hunt to be over . 
 
   “One of the Orcs was actually still alive . ”
 
   While approaching a living monster that they believed was dead . 
 
   “The Orc attacked Kim Woo-jin with a broken blade in its hand . ”
 
   Such a scenario was scarily common . 
 
   Of course, if it was at this stage, then such a death would more likely be considered a lack of skill rather than a lack of luck . 
 
   “The blade passed between the chest armor and helmet and struck his neck . It was such a small gap . Rather than good aim, it could only be called luck . ”
 
   The problem was when an accident managed to leave a fatal injury in the process .  
 
   “The bleeding was significant . ”
 
   It was an unlucky scenario no matter who saw it . 
 
   Of course, most of the accidents just ended there . 
 
   If they had the help of an item or a healer, then they would be able to recover from even a fatal injury . 
 
   “If he had gotten treatment, he would’ve been able to live . ”
 
   However, not everyone was lucky in that sense . 
 
   “The problem was Blood Poison . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The problem was when bleeding occured, skills like Blood Poison would activate which made it difficult to handle the injury . 
 
   “It wasn’t a situation where they could properly control it . Because of that, Kim Woo-jin had to try to heal it on his own…but a group of Crocodile Bears were drawn by the scent of his blood . ”
 
   And without luck, there were cases where the situation de-escalated rapidly .  
 
   It was simply a bad situation becoming worse . 
 
   Of course, no matter how twisted a situation became, that didn’t mean that there were no ways to handle it . 
 
   “I didn’t see a reason to approach them . ”
 
   However, if the one suffering was the one you had to kill, was it necessary to help them reverse their situation?
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   “So that’s how Kim Woo-jin died in the dungeon . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin died in the dungeon . 
 
   “He had no luck . ”
 
   It was literally a death caused by bad luck . 
 
   An unlucky death that left everyone dumbfounded . 
 
   “What about the body?”
 
   Only Ito Shunsuke was still vigilant with regards to Kim Woo-jin’s death . 
 
   “After he died, the poison corroded his skin and organs, leaving only his bones, but from the shape, it appeared to be a human . In any case, I secretly secured some of the bones for DNA testing . ”
 
   However, after hearing the rest of the explanation, Ito Shunsuke’s expression became the same as his subordinates . 
 
   Soon after, Shunsuke spoke the words that everyone was thinking at that moment . 
 
   “How frustrating . ”
 
   …
 
   ‘How frustrating . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled as he watched Ito Shunsuke and his men discuss his death through the eyes of a small goblin skeleton, who was hiding not far from their location . 
 
   ‘Because they never believed their prey would just die so easily . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin’s death was all an act . 
 
   An act to shake off the people who were targeting him . 
 
   Moreover, this act had more than one objective . 
 
   ‘Because I died due to my apparent lack of skill, the sense of dejection and frustration would be even stronger . ’
 
   Ito Shunsuke and his subordinates would have thoroughly studied Kim Woo-jin’s weaknesses in order to kill him . And in that process, they were bound to learn that perhaps the greatest weakness of Blood Poison was the fact that the user could not receive assistance from their peers if they began bleeding profusely, and they would have set up a plan in order to make use of that . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin was willing to show them just that . 
 
   Their assumptions were right . The weakness of Blood Poison is heavy bleeding . 
 
   Kim showed them exactly what they wanted to see . 
 
   In other words, Kim Woo-jin’s death was the most ideal for them . 
 
   ‘As the feelings of frustration get higher, the doubt will reduce . ’
 
   Since it was the most ideal, their suspicion would drop . 
 
   ‘But they still have work to do . ’
 
   However, they still had a mission . 
 
   ‘They have to deal with the remaining one as well . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah was still there . 
 
   …
 
   One of the principles of dungeon attacks was that if a player dies, the attack must still continue . 
 
   The same was true for the Black Lizard Dungeon . 
 
   Although Kim Woo-jin died, the attack would continue . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   After Kim Woo-jin died and he buried him, Lee Jin-ah spoke to Arai Kazuhiko in Russian . 
 
   “I will complete the task on behalf of my colleague . ”
 
   After that, Lee Jin-ah began wiping out the monsters at a terrifying speed . 
 
   It was incredible . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah did not even care about injuries . 
 
   If there was a group of monsters, regardless of the number or type, he would throw himself into the group and destroy it at once . 
 
   Moreover, the sight of him bursting monsters heads with his bare fists was astonishing beyond surprise . 
 
   “Su-, sugoi!” (TL: This is Japanese for ‘amazing’ or other such exclamations)
 
   It was amazing!
 
   In this 3 Floor Dungeon, even the Japanese players who could be called talented could not help but admire Lee Jin-ah’s power . 
 
   “I’ll be honest . This is the first time I’ve seen a player fight like this . ”
 
   “He’s a monster . ”
 
   Even Ito Shunsuke’s subordinates couldn’t help but exclaim with heartfelt admiration after watching Lee Jin-ah’s battles . 
 
   On the other hand, they understood something after seeing his combat power . 
 
   “He’s Isaac Ivanov’s teammate after all . ”
 
   “Spasiba . He’s pretty amazing . ”
 
   He was none other than Isaac Ivanov’s teammate . 
 
   However, not everyone was admiring Lee Jin-ah’s combat ability . 
 
   Ito Shunsuke’s eyes when he looked at Lee Jin-ah were filled with much more determination than before . 
 
   In the end, he gave the order . 
 
   “Kill him . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   He intended to kill Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   His subordinates were surprised by the order . 
 
   ‘He wants to kill him?’
 
   They thought their target was Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Of course, if Lee Jin-ah interfered while they were trying to get rid of Kim Woo-jin then they would kill him too, but their target had already died . 
 
   ‘Haven’t we already completed our mission . ”
 
   There was no need to take such risks when they’d already completed their mission . 
 
   Ito Shunsuke also didn’t deny that it was a reasonable argument, however, he didn’t plan to be reasonable . ”
 
   “We came here to get rid of Kim Woo-jin and his teammate . ”
 
   It was okay if it was a bit irrational, he intended to perfectly complete their mission . 
 
   That was why they were there in the first place . 
 
   “So we need to get rid of his teammate too . ”
 
   When Ito Shunsuke said that, his men no longer questioned him . 
 
   Instead, with tense expressions, they recalled the battle they had just witnessed . 
 
   “Let’s finish this before we go to the second floor . ”
 
   Ito Shunsuke gave his orders firmly . 
 
   “The operation remains the same . Your job is to grab the target’s attention . ”
 
   Along with those words, Ito Shunsuke took a blade from his inventory . 
 
   Except for its gleaming blade, there was nothing special about the weapon . However, the moment he held it, Ito Shunsuke’s eyes became filled with confidence . 
 
   And with those confident eyes, he spoke . 
 
   “Then I’ll deal with him . ”
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   What was the worst case scenario when hunting a very powerful game?
 
   The answer was simple . 
 
   A situation where your prey managed to flee was the same as if a domino house that you were building collapsed . 
 
   In other words, when dealing with powerful game, it was extremely important to ensure all paths of retreat were blocked . 
 
   So Ito Shunsuke put everything into it . 
 
   All the players moved to prevent Lee Jin-ah’s escape, and ensure that their plan was successful . 
 
   “All paths of retreat have been blocked . ”
 
   And immediately they began to see clear evidence of their plan’s success . 
 
   “Begin the battle . ”
 
   They started their battle with a trapped prey . 
 
   The battle that began in such a way, was incredibly fierce .  
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who was trying to grasp the situation and escape, Ito Shunsuke, who did his best to block his every move, and his subordinates were locked in a bloody, chaotic fight . 
 
   The most important point was that Lee Jin-ah’s power was overwhelming .  
 
   Even though the difference in their levels was not big, Lee Jin-ah’s power far exceeded that of his peers . 
 
   Crack!
 
   This was clearly felt by the person who was forced to meet his fist . 
 
   “Dammit . This doesn’t make sense!”
 
   “How can he be so powerful when he hasn’t even reached level 100 yet?”
 
   It was also evidenced by the fact that the tanks, who had to defend against Lee Jin-ah’s attacks with their bodies, were clearly getting pushed around . 
 
   This caused a chill to go down everyone’s spine . 
 
   The fact that if they did not kill him now, they would then be hunted by this monster, increased the strength of that chill . 
 
   Moreover, it did not seem like Lee Jin-ah intended to escape . 
 
   ‘Retreat . We have to stop this . ’
 
   ‘We can’t forget to push and pull . ’
 
   At that moment, the tanks deliberately retreated to catch their breath and rally their strength for a prolonged battle . 
 
   Seeing this, Lee Jin-ah shouted at Ito Shunsuke’s men who were blocking him . 
 
   “Spashiba!”
 
   Thank you!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Instead of retreating, after the cry, he grabbed a tank and rushed forward .  
 
   He was risking his life!
 
   He wasn’t fighting to escape, instead, it seemed that he only had it in his mind to kill his enemies . 
 
   “Block him!”
 
   “Dammit!”
 
   His opponents’ spines could not get colder . 
 
   They realised now that Lee Jin-ah was more than just a simple beast . 
 
   Unlike a beast, who could only rely on its instincts, Lee Jin-ah knew exactly when to attack and retreat . 
 
   ‘It’s not just his destructive power . ’
 
   ‘He’s smarter than we expected . ’
 
   He made incredibly strategic moves that caused the mouths of Ito Shunsuke’s men to dry up . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   Despite the fierce battle situation, gulps could still be clearly heard . 
 
   “Spashiba!”
 
   And everytime Lee Jin-ah let out that shout, everyone’s hearts shook . 
 
   ‘Spashiba too . ’
 
   ‘Isaac’s legend is definitely because of Spashiba . ’ (TL: Lee Jin-ah finally getting recognition)
 
   It was the moment they had truly come to understand the monster that Isaac Ivanov had hidden from the world, and they couldn’t help but be afraid . 
 
   ‘How surprising . ’
 
   However, Ito Shunsuke was still able to maintain the calm tranquility that he had from before . 
 
   This was something he’d learned from the Sword Saint . 
 
   Not losing your composure regardless of the circumstance . By doing this, you could achieve whatever it is you wanted . 
 
   ‘One is enough . ’
 
   Killing this monster would only require one sword slash . 
 
   This was why he sharpened his focus even more . 
 
   He concentrated his mind on the one sword stroke that he would unleash . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   ‘Hm . ’
 
   His senses, which had been honed continuously, let him know that something was approaching him . 
 
   Ito Shunsuke turned his attention to whatever was approaching . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Then he saw who it was . 
 
   ‘Arai Kazuhiko . ’
 
   The one who appeared this time was Arai Kazuhiko, who played the most important role in getting Kim Woo-jin into the dungeon . 
 
   He was also the one who reported Kim Woo-jin’s movements to them .  
 
   Then he saw him look around . It seemed that he was looking for him . 
 
   ‘What’s wrong?’
 
   Ito Shunsuke wondered why he was there . As had been mentioned before, Arai Kazuhiko was an integral part in this mission to kill Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   He was also a powerful man in his own right . 
 
   If he was trying to find him so urgently without warning, then there must be a reason . 
 
   And it was likely to be important . 
 
   After thinking this, Ito Shunsuke slowly revealed himself, and only then did Arai Kazuhiko notice him and begin to approach . 
 
   “What is it?”
 
   Ito Shunsuke asked as Arai Kazuhiko got closer . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   ‘Ah!’
 
   The moment he asked the question, Ito Shunsuke realised that the person in front of him was not Arai Kazuhiko, but was instead someone who was using his face . 
 
   The moment he realised that, Ito Shunsuke’s body was already moving . 
 
   He swiftly closed the distance between them and swung the Makya in his hand diagonally at his opponent .  
 
   All of this happened in an instant . 
 
   In fact, the time it took was so short, that the opponent would not be able to defend themselves at all . 
 
   Shuk . 
 
   The Makya made a gruesome sound as it cut through the person’s armor . He cut the body in two with one slash . 
 
   Naturally, as he was the one who made the slash, Ito Shunsuke was able to see the damage that he’d done . 
 
   However, inside the armor, there was no flesh, only bones . 
 
   ‘Skeleton?’
 
   Ito Shunsuke’s thoughts ended there . 
 
   Pul . 
 
   He couldn’t continue to think anymore as a spear entered his head from behind . 
 
   ‘Got him . ’
 
   It was the moment that Kim Woo-jin succeeded in hunting the prey he was after . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin immediately took the loot he earned from his kill . He approached Ito Shunsuke who died from the large hole in his head, and picked up the Makya . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   [Makya]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   – Physical Attack: 444
 
   – Required Level: Level 10 or higher
 
   – Description: A sword containing the soul of a great craftsman . When combined with Ganjang, the sword’s partner, a hidden power will be revealed .  
 
   – Attack power increased in proportion to user’s level
 
   – All stats +25%
 
   – Increased cutting power when attacking
 
   – When used together with Gangjang, hidden abilities will be unlocked . (TL: nothing better than reading ‘ganjang as soy sauce)
 
   Makya .  
 
   It was the moment when a weapon that he intended to search for had arrived in Kim Woo-jin’s hands . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin didn’t seem too pleased by this fact . 
 
   Instead, a question resounded in his head . 
 
   ‘The Bow God had the weapon that Lee Se-jun went to such lengths to find…’
 
   Why had the Makya appeared here?
 
   To sate his curiosity, Kim Woo-jin wanted to immediately dive into Ito Shunsuke’s memories, but he was patient . 
 
   ‘I need to clean up first . ’
 
   Because the hunt had not yet ended . 
 
   …
 
   In a group battle, the most important thing to get rid of were the tanks .  
 
   In most hunts, without the tanks, then the hunt would be impossible . 
 
   The reason why tanks were so important was of course, their role . 
 
   To attract the attention of the prey and to maintain it while creating opportunities for their teammates to attack . 
 
   Without such a tank, the damage dealers would be unable to do their jobs properly . 
 
   Therefore, tanks used every means and method to fulfill their roles . 
 
   The tanks who were facing off against Lee Jin-ah knew this well . They did everything they could against Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Block him first!”
 
   “Keep attacking!”
 
   The tank’s basic role was to use every means necessary to basically perform the tasks of a wall . 
 
   “Maintain control . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   At the same time, they did not forget to provoke Lee Jin-ah to want to kill them . 
 
   “Соси мой Хуй!” (TL: This is a swear that I decided not to translate for you, you can if you’d like . Took me by surprise)
 
   “Сука!”
 
   They swore at him in Russian . 
 
   “Spashiba!”
 
   Even when Lee Jin-ah shouted angrily at them, the tanks did not relent . 
 
   “Uah!”
 
   “Woah!”
 
   Instead, they kept shouting to catch Lee Jin-ah’s attention . 
 
   All means and methods were used to hunt their prey . 
 
   “Great . ”
 
   Ishio Masato, who was commanding the battlefield on behalf of Ito Shunsuke, who was waiting in hiding for the best moment to strike, could not help but admire their effort even though the situation was urgent . 
 
   ‘Our training was not in vain . ’
 
   Furthermore, he felt proud even when they faced off against a monster like Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   He was proud of the fact that they were able to deal with such a monster after training in the shadows for such a long time for the revival of Japan rather than fighting for fame and fortune in the open . 
 
   ‘We can kill him . ’
 
   Following that pride was conviction . 
 
   ‘Whenever the tanks are successful, the hunt never fails . ’
 
   Because it was common sense for the players that if the tank did their jobs well, then the hunt was already 99% complete . 
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   “Ishio-san!”
 
   “What is it?”
 
   “I’ve lost contact with some of the teammates around us . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   It wasn’t until they had already lost more than half of their number that Ishio realised they were being hunted . 
 
   “Sk-, it’s a Skeleton Soldier!”
 
   “Skeleton Soldiers have appeared!”
 
   It was only then that they noticed the Skeleton Soldiers that surrounded them .  
 
   And it was the moment that they realised that Lee Jin-ah had played the role of tank perfectly . 
 
   (TL:…and this one was only two sections…)
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   Kyaha!
 
   Following the screech of the Skeleton Knight wielding Percival’s spear in his hand, silence fell upon the battlefield for the first time . 
 
   It was the moment when the battle with the agents of Ilyeong, who were secretly raised by the Yamato Federation and sent to kill Kim Woo-jin, had come to an end . (TL: I decided to not translate ‘Ilyeong-Sun Shadow’ as, in my opinion, it sounded better untranslated)
 
   Of course, even though the battle hand ended, the skeleton soldiers and knights did not stop moving . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   They stabbed the weapons in their hands into the broken bodies of their opponents that were on the ground . 
 
   Puk!
 
   They began confirming their kills to ensure nothing unexpected occured . 
 
   “Dammit, I had to do all the work again this time . ”
 
   And Lee Jin-ah began spewing the complaints that he’d been withholding the whole time .  
 
   However, this time, it was a reasonable complaint . The biggest contributor in this battle was Lee Jin-ah, not Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “I had to pretend to be troubled by the death of my teammate, hunt monsters ferociously, act as a tank against these bastards and hold their aggro . ”
 
   As Lee Jin-ah said, Kim Woo-jin would have been unable to hunt the well trained members of Ilyeong so stealthily and efficiently without his help . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also admitted this fact, which was why he turned to Lee Jin-ah and said . 
 
   “Good work . ”
 
   “Oh, your divine grace is without bounds . Just hearing your words fills me with joy . Ah, so full!” (TL: The ‘Oh’ and ‘Ah’ here are actually ‘Aigo(o)’ but I found it hard to find a good english equivalent to match these sentences)
 
   He then received a sarcastic remark in return . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin waved the sword in his hand at Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Then I’ll give you this as a bonus . ”
 
   “Hmph . ”
 
   Of course, Lee Jin-ah snorted at this remark . 
 
   “Does it look like I’d fall for the same trick twice? I don’t need stuff like that, when we leave, just treat me to a meal . ”
 
   When he heard what Lee Jin-ah said, Kim Woo-jin simply nodded and put the Makya that he was holding into his inventory . 
 
   The fact that the Makya took up three inventory slots immediately drew his attention . 
 
   ‘Makya . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was an indescribable gain .  
 
   Before he’d returned to the past, it was something that even the Messiah Guild had wanted to obtain yet couldn’t . 
 
   However, it wasn’t the value of the item that caused him to have such a strange expression . 
 
   ‘Why is an item that even Lee Se-jun couldn’t find in the hands of the Bow God . ’
 
   Instead, it was because he had learned something from this big harvest . 
 
   ‘It’s clear that the Bow God intentionally hid it . ’
 
   For Kim Woo-jin, the true value of the Makya came from the fact that the Bow God had intentionally hidden it from Lee Se-jun . 
 
   ‘That’s why he couldn’t even find a single clue . ’
 
   It made sense now why they were unable to find any clues about the Makya in the past . 
 
   If the Bow God, who was a key member of the Messiah Guild, wanted to hide it, then it was natural for the Messiah Guild to be unable to find it . 
 
   ‘There must be a reason why he hid it . ’
 
   In addition, he was curious about the reason for hiding it . 
 
   ‘There’s no way he would reveal all his cards to a guy who was pretending to be a Savior in order to rule the world . ’
 
   The Bow God knew that Lee Se-jun was not actually a Savior . Nevertheless, he continued helping him play the role of Savior . 
 
   In those circumstances, would he show everything he had to Lee Se-jun?
 
   If he were that type of person, then he would have stuck to Lee Se-jun from the beginning and did his best to help him rule the world . 
 
   ‘The best thing to do would be to prepare for unforeseen situations . ’
 
   So he must have kept his insurance hidden, and there was a high chance that the Makya was part of that insurance . 
 
   That was the important part . 
 
   The Makya was one of the Bow God’s weaknesses . 
 
   ‘But from Lee Se-jun’s perspective, it would be unacceptable . ’
 
   Weaknesses were things that the Messiah Guild would never tolerate . 
 
   ‘How exciting . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was more delighted by the fact that he had gotten hold of one of the Bow God’s weaknesses than that he’d obtained the Makya . 
 
   So Kim Woo-jin moved immediately . 
 
   He headed to the place where he’d left Ito Shunsuke’s body . 
 
   Then he looked into Ito Shunsuke’s lifeless eyes . 
 
   [Anubis’ Eye has opened . ]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   He began to earnestly search for his opponent’s weaknesses with black eyes . 
 
   …
 
   “Are you sure about this?”
 
   “I’m certain . ”
 
   After hearing the confident reply from his subordinate, Oh Se-chan once again looked down at the document in his hands . 
 
   Oh Se-chan, who finished reviewing the contents of the document for the second time, spoke with a huff . 
 
   “Those Yamato Federation bastards are smart . ”
 
   The information in the document that was in Oh Se-chan’s hands was about none other than the secret organisation that the Yamato Federation had created . 
 
   “So that’s why we weren’t able to find anything in the background checks . ”
 
   Ilyeong . 
 
   A secret organisation hidden by the Yamato Federation . Naturally, Oh Se-chan had been looking for information about this organisation for a long time . 
 
   Knowing that Japan had a rather close relationship with the Messiah Guild, there was no way he wouldn’t pursue information about an organisation claiming to be Japan’s shadow . 
 
   However, Oh Se-chan wasn’t making much progress in his hunt for information . 
 
   “I was wondering where their cash flow came from…”
 
   In particular, Oh Se-chan, who mainly collected information through cash flow, had been unable to find the line that led to Ilyeong .  
 
   But he had finally gotten a clue . 
 
   “They used oil money to fund their little shadow organisation, which means the cash flow should be traceable . ”
 
   The source of funds for the Japanese shadow group, Ilyeong, was Middle Eastern oil money . 
 
   ‘That’s a very unexpected combination . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan would never have thought that a country like Japan with a dream of imperialism would use oil funds from the Middle East to support their shadow organisation .  
 
   He couldn’t even imagine the process . 
 
   But Oh Se-chan did not try to use his brain cells to figure out the process of such a thing .  
 
   The important thing was that they’d found the connection . 
 
   This is such a pain . ’
 
   Regardless of the process, this simply meant that Oh Se-chan now had to also take the Middle East into account when dealing with Japan . 
 
   ‘I don’t know what those guys in the Middle East are planning . ’
 
   Moreover, with the current situation in the world, the Middle East was a very troublesome region . 
 
   In a world haunted by monsters, oil prices continued to rise, and religious tensions in the Middle East, which held the most oil, also rose steeply, so it would be strange if dealing with them wasn’t a headache . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “The SDF that were on standby have begun to move . ” (TL: SDF is an acronym for Self Defense Forces)
 
   While contemplating the situation with the Middle East, Oh Se-chan put down the document in his hands as he heard a report from another subordinate . 
 
   Meanwhile, the subordinate continued to report . 
 
   “It seems they are moving toward the dungeon gate . As we expected, it looks like they’re prepared for the worst . ”
 
   What they meant by the worst case was simple . 
 
   “If the assassination fails, it seems they are prepared to use force . ”
 
   This meant that if Ilyeong failed to kill Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah in the dungeon, they would try to do it after they came out . 
 
   “Will they really do that?”
 
   Another subordinate who also heard the report, could not help but ask Oh Se-chan in surprise . 
 
   It felt like an extreme measure . 
 
   No matter how they tried to clean up this mess, the risk would still be enormous . 
 
   “If Kim Woo-jin dies, Park Yong-wan would not let it go easily . That wouldn’t be an easy mess to clean up, right?”
 
   Moreover, the target of the armed action was none other than Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   The price Japan would have to pay for killing him would not be small . 
 
   “They will . ”
 
   Nevertheless, Oh Se-chan was sure that the Yamato Federation would use such measures in the worst case scenario . 
 
   “It’s better to kill the target they failed to assassinate than allow them to come out of the dungeon and reveal what happened . Can the dead speak?”
 
   If the fact that there was a failed assassination was revealed by Kim Woo-jin, there would be another set of problems . 
 
   “And those Japanese bastards are the type to do crazy things in war . To achieve their dream of imperialism, there was nothing they weren’t willing to do . ”
 
   As Oh Se-chan said, Japan would make sure to eliminate Kim Woo-jin even if they had to fire a missile . 
 
   Of course, it was the role of Oh Se-chan and his men to prevent that . 
 
   “What will we do then?”
 
   So a subordinate asked the most important question . 
 
   It seemed that Oh Se-chan had not told his subordinates the plan that he had concocted this time . 
 
   “Hmm . ”
 
   Instead of answering, Oh Se-chan just had a contemplative expression on his face . 
 
   This caused his subordinates to become worried . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘He’s worried . ’
 
   ‘Well it’s not like it’s impossible, but…’
 
   The subordinates also began devising their own ways to solve this problem in case Oh Se-chan asked them . 
 
   ‘It won’t be easy to stop the SDF from moving in Japan . We’d have no chance but to stop an army with an army . ’
 
   ‘In the end, the only thing we can use is military power . But if we do something wrong, it could lead to actual war . ’
 
   The problem was the fact that any wrong move could lead to war . 
 
   “Ah, this is insane . ”
 
   Suddenly words burst from Oh Se-chan’s mouth . 
 
   In response to Oh Se-chan’s words, one of his subordinates spoke with a tense expression . 
 
   “Are you going to utilize military power as well?”
 
   “What?”
 
   Oh Se-chan frowned when he heard the question . 
 
   “Military power, do you intend to start a war? No, well, we might go to war someday, but why would we do that now?”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   The subordinates all looked surprised at Oh Se-chan’s words . 
 
   Oh Se-chan asked one thing . 
 
   “Wouldn’t it be simpler to just send Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   “Ah!”
 
   His subordinates gained expressions of understanding after hearing those words . 
 
   That was because Oh Se-chan’s idea was perfect . 
 
   ‘That’s right, it’ll be difficult for them to exercise force in front of Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   ‘And the reason could be that he was there to see his teammates . ’
 
   They wouldn’t be able to kill Isaac Ivanov’s teammate in front of him even if they wanted to . 
 
   Soon, expressions of admiration could be seen on all of the subordinates’ faces . 
 
   But following their admiration, they couldn’t help but ask more questions . 
 
   “Then your worried expression…”
 
   When he heard this, Oh Se-chan turned to his subordinates with a serious expression . 
 
   “Would it be weird for someone who just woke up from a coma to want to eat Tuna Belly Sushi and top grade Wagyu Beef? Ah, I want to eat sushi and beef for free…”
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   Sword Saint . 
 
   He was the strongest player in Japan .  
 
   But his influence in the country was incomparably greater than his actual power . 
 
   For one, he had the halo of the Guardian of the Holy Light, which was incredibly rare and glorious . 
 
   At the same time, while he was not the first player, he became one very early in January 2020 .  
 
   Nevertheless . 
 
   “The Sword Saint is the only Japanese player who’s said to be on par with Lee Se-jun . ”
 
   For the Japanese people, the Sword Saint was the only player capable of confronting Korea’s Lee Se-jun, so the country of Japan gave him influence that far exceeded his actual ability . 
 
   He was like the Messiah of Japan . 
 
   So during the war with the Messiah Guild, which started after Japan’s desire for the Korean Peninsula was revealed and Park Yong-wan sold out the country to Japan because of his ambition, Japan of course believed in the Sword Saint . 
 
   They believed that he was the Messiah who would deliver them from the Messiah Guild and therefore gave him everything they could . 
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   The reason the world was shocked by the appearance of a hunting dog named Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “The Sword Saint is dead? What the hell?”
 
   “Kim Woo-jin? The Messiah Guild’s hunting dog killed the Sword Saint?”
 
   It was the Messiah Guild’s hunting dog, Kim Woo-jin, who mauled the Savior of the Japanese to death . 
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, even if he wanted to forget the Sword Saint’s face, it would be impossible . 
 
   -I humbly greet the Master . 
 
   Thanks to this, he was able to easily find Ito Shunsuke’s memories that were related to the Sword Saint . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin didn’t think too much about this information . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew that the most important thing when acquiring and analyzing information, the most important thing was to be as objective as possible without being disturbed or influenced by emotion . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin mechanically collected the information . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   What truly impressed Kim Woo-jin was the moment when the Sword Saint showed Ito Shunsuke the armory . 
 
   -This is the foundation for the revival of our Yamato Federation . It is a place where the effort of countless people including the Bow God and myself is stored . 
 
   Inside the Sword Saint’s armory which was filled with many rare and exquisite items, the Sword Saint spoke to Ito Shunsuke . 
 
   -There’s no need to restrain yourself . Be greedy . 
 
   -Our goal is for the Yamato Federation to rule the world . It is our ultimate desire to rule over Manchuria(1) and even beyond the Korean Peninsula . 
 
   -It should be the same for you, Ito . I don’t want a monk . 
 
   It was the moment when the Sword Saint implanted his ambition and that of the Yamato Federation, deep into Ito Shunsuke’s heart . 
 
   That moment marked a turning point in Ito’s life . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin didn’t pay any attention to their conversation . 
 
   Instead, there were three things that caught his eyes . 
 
   ‘Nemean Lion Leather(2), Aegis Shield(3), Solomon’s Ring(4) . ’
 
   Three items that were displayed prominently in the armory . 
 
   ‘These are all items that the Messiah Guild searched long and hard for but could not find the slightest clue . ’
 
   A smile stretched across Kim Woo-jin’s face when he saw this . 
 
   ‘At this point, the fact that there were no clues even when these items were right here…means that there were many things the Bow God hid from the Messiah Guild . ’
 
   It was the smile of a hunting dog who had discovered a weakness in the prey they were hunting . 
 
   …
 
   Anything can happen in a dungeon . 
 
   But regardless of what happened, there was one thing that remained unchanged . 
 
   The dungeon attack could not be stopped no matter what . 
 
   The same was true for Lee Jin-ah and Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   After defeating the group of assassins that had been targeting them, they truly started their dungeon attack . 
 
   And the attack was even fiercer than the fight that they had just had with Ito Shunsuke and his men . 
 
   “Fuck!”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who had been fairly relaxed against Ito Shunsuke’s subordinates, was swearing constantly . 
 
   “I can’t do it! I can’t!”
 
   On the third day after they entered the dungeon, on the third floor, Lee Jin-ah finally exploded . 
 
   “I demand a break!”
 
   He declared a strike . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin wouldn’t simply accept his strike . 
 
   “If you give me a compelling reason, I’ll let you take a break . ”
 
   As if he had been waiting for this, Lee Jin-ah shouted out the reason the moment he was asked . 
 
   “I’ve already gained three levels in this dungeon!”
 
   Before they entered the dungeon, Lee Jin-ah was level 88, to increase his level by three in such a short time, could no longer be called a miracle, it was insane . 
 
   “You only went up three levels . ”
 
   However, for Kim Woo-jin, it was something he should reflect on rather than be satisfied with . 
 
   “There are still many monsters left . ”
 
   There were still many monsters on the third floor . He’d be able to level up even more . 
 
   “…It’s too hard, I don’t have any more strength to fight . ”
 
   When Lee Jin-ah changed his argument, Kim Woo-jin called over two Skeleton Knights that were waiting at the side . 
 
   “If you fight these two Skeleton Knights and lose a limb, I’ll admit that you don’t have the strength to fight . ”
 
   Kyaha!
 
   Kyaha!
 
   The Skeleton Knights looked at Lee Jin-ah with eyes filled with battlelust .  
 
   “Hey, really . ”
 
   In the end, Lee Jin-ah spoke as though he was giving up . 
 
   “I can’t fight anymore because I feel sorry for the monsters . ”
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin, who had been rebutting all of Lee Jin-ah’s excuses, became silent for a moment when he heard that bullshit . 
 
   Was this a chance?
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s eyes lit up when he saw this . 
 
   “You want to kill as many monsters as we can, right? And what will you do after you kill them? After they die, their blood is sucked out, their flesh is made into poison, and their bones are used to make skeletons…if the UN Human Rights Ambassador saw that, you’d be arrested in an instant!”
 
   It was utter bullshit, but Kim Woo-jin was still able to see some truth in his words . 
 
   “You’re not wrong . ”
 
   Eventually, Kim Woo-jin took a small step back . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah became excited when he saw that . 
 
   “You see? So let’s give the monsters a break . I’m definitely not saying this because I’m the one who wants to take a break…”
 
   It was then . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   Kyaha!
 
   Kyaha!
 
   All three Skeleton Knights began approaching Lee Jin-ah, which caused him to cry out in surprise . 
 
   “Wh-, what are you doing?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked at Lee Jin-ah who had an expression of fear on his face . 
 
   “You know too much . So I’ll need to get rid of you . Thank you for all of your hard work until now . ”
 
   It was a scene similar to when a crime boss deals with the main character in a noir movie . 
 
   “Y-, you’re joking . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled and said to the scared Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Of course it’s a joke . ”
 
   The Skeleton Knights stopped approaching him and Lee Jin-ah laughed awkwardly when he saw that . 
 
   “Haha, you’re funnier than I thought . ”
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin’s next words made Lee Jin-ah’s expression stiffen . 
 
   “But if you tell me bullshit like that again, it won’t be a joke . ”
 
   “For your mental state, I think it would be better for you to take an hour break . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   In any case, Lee Jin-ah had succeeded in getting the rest that he wanted so much . 
 
   During the break, Kim Woo-jin began speaking to Lee Jin-ah while he was eating . 
 
   “There’s something I need to tell you about the situation right after we leave the dungeon . ”
 
   “Ah, that? I heard about it from brother Se-chan already . Isaac Ivanov will be waiting for us outside right?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah also knew what would happen after they cleared the dungeon . 
 
   It was to use Isaac Ivanov to prevent whatever hidden cards Japan had left . 
 
   “How did Se-chan even come up with a plan like that?”
 
   As he recalled the plan, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but exclaim in admiration . 
 
   It was a great plan . Isaac Ivanov would come to see his teammates and the SDF would be unable to kill Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah with him there . 
 
   “Anyway, it’s really amazing . You and brother Se-chan don’t have to worry about going to hell when you guys die . Even hell would refuse to accept demonic guys like you . ”
 
   Like Lee Jin-ah said, it was a truly wicked plan that left their opponents unable to act . 
 
   “Before we entered the dungeon, I made some changes to the plan . ”
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin had revised the plan a bit . 
 
   “Changes?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah tilted his head when he heard that . 
 
   “Why?”
 
   The answer Kim Woo-jin gave should’ve been expected . 
 
   “To rip off the Japanese government a bit more . ”
 
   (Note:
 
   1 . Manchuria is an exonym for several large overlapping historical and geographic regions in Northeast Asia . 
 
   2, The Nemean Lion was a legendary creature in Greek mythology that ravaged the area of Nemea . Its fur was impenetrable by mortal weapons and hence, was unstoppable . It was considered to be the child of Typhon and Echidna, father and mother of all monsters . It was eventually killed by Heracles . 
 
   3 . The aegis is a shield carried primarily by Zeus in Greek mythology, which he sometimes lent to Athena . According to other sources, it was not a shield but rather an animal skin worn over the garments of the gods as extra protection . It bore the head of a Gorgon and made a terrible roaring sound during the battle . 
 
   4 . Solomon, also called Jedidiah, was, according to the Hebrew Bible, Old Testament, Quran, and Hadiths, a fabulously wealthy and wise king of the United Kingdom of Israel who succeeded his father, King David . 
 
   The Seal of Solomon is the signet ring attributed to King Solomon in medieval Jewish tradition and in Islamic and Western occultism . )
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   It was not unusual for the army to be stationed outside a dungeon gate .  
 
   In addition, it wasn’t unusual for the quantity and quality of troops stationed to change as the number of floors increased . 
 
   For monsters that might come out of a 1 Floor dungeon, normal assault rifles were enough .  
 
   However, for monsters that might come out of a 3 Floor dungeon, sometimes a tank would be necessary . 
 
   So naturally, more powerful troops were stationed outside dungeons that had higher numbers of floors . 
 
   And naturally, it came with more regulations . 
 
   It would be strange if the control in a place where tanks and other powerful weapons could be fired was weak . 
 
   Kimura Yoshio’s role as the commanding officer of the military forces in this operation was to kill Kim Woo-jin and make it look like an accident no one in the world would suspect . 
 
   In fact, this wasn’t too difficult to do . 
 
   As had been explained earlier, the justification for such weapons was clear .  
 
   All that was left to do was ensure that the soldiers they had given the task to, did their jobs properly . 
 
   And in that regard, Kimura Yoshio’s confidence was overflowing . 
 
   The soldiers who had been chosen for this mission were not normal soldiers, instead, they were all people who would do crazy things like kamikaze attacks if it was for the sake of the glory of Japan . 
 
   “Dammit!”
 
   However, all the confidence that Yoshio had, crumbled when he received a certain piece of information . 
 
   ‘Why the hell did Isaac Ivanov wake up now!’
 
   Isaac Ivanov!
 
   There was breaking news that the hero had finally awoken from his coma . 
 
   Of course, if that was it then Kimura Yoshio would have no reason to be so upset, but it wasn’t . 
 
   ‘And why is he coming here?!’
 
   The problem was that Isaac Ivanov was on his way to the dungeon controlled by Kimura Yoshio and his men . 
 
   In truth, there was nothing strange about his actions . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   From Isaac Ivanov’s perspective, the two people in the dungeon right now are the two benefactors who helped save his life . 
 
   Why wouldn’t he go to the dungeon gate to meet them as soon as possible?
 
   It was more touching than strange . 
 
   However, it was something that was hard for those who intended to kill Kim Woo-jin to accept . 
 
   ‘It’s out of my control . ’
 
   First of all, it was impossible for him to stop Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘I can’t mobilize the troops in front of Isaac . ’
 
   Naturally, it was impossible for him to exercise military power in front of Isaac Ivanov .  
 
   ‘The probability of Ito failing is almost zero . ’
 
   Of course, he would only have to mobilize his men if Ito Shunsuke failed to kill Kim Woo-jin in the dungeon, but he felt that the probability of that occurring was lower than getting hit by lightning inside a building . 
 
   ‘Either way, it’ll be a headache . ’
 
   But it would be troublesome regardless of that fact . 
 
   What would happen if Isaac Ivanov came to congratulate his teammates and was instead met with their obituaries?
 
   Regardless of what happened, there would be a fuss . 
 
   And that was what Kimura Yoshio was contemplating . 
 
   How to downplay the deaths of Isaac Ivanov’s two teammates . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov has arrived . ”
 
   Kimura Yoshio raised his head when the door to his temporary container office was opened and a subordinate stepped in to give him a report . 
 
   ‘At least we should prevent Isaac Ivanov from learning of the deaths of his teammates right in front of the dungeon gate . ’
 
   He intended to make a more detailed plan after meeting Isaac Ivanov in person . 
 
   “Okay, tell them I will see them in a moment . ”
 
   “Yes, sir . ”
 
   After accepting his subordinate’s salute, Kimura Yoshio’s expression became sour .  
 
   ‘This is the worst . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   His expression showed that he felt this could not get any worse . 
 
   “S-, sir!”
 
   At that time, another soldier rushed in to report to Yoshio . 
 
   “Th-, the dungeon has been attacked!”
 
   “What?”
 
   “A-, and there was a B-, biochemical alarm!”
 
   “Biochemical alarm?”
 
   “P-, poison is spreading from within the dungeon gate!”
 
   …
 
   “Kim Woo-jin was injured . A biochemical alarm was sounded around the dungeon gate . It should be from the Blood Poison . ”
 
   It was an urgent report . 
 
   However, while listening to it, Oh Se-chan’s calm expression didn’t change .  
 
   “Ah, got it . ”
 
   He even spoke in a rather calm tone . 
 
   “Don’t worry, it’s a preplanned act . ”
 
   “An act?”
 
   Oh Se-chan nodded when his subordinate showed their surprise . 
 
   “Right . An act . ”
 
   When given this simple response, Oh Se-chan’s subordinate couldn’t help but ask a question with an expression showing they didn’t understand . 
 
   “Why is he acting?”
 
   “Wouldn’t the viewership rating go up if the hero, who woke up from his coma, went to the dungeon gate to wait for the teammates who saved his life, only to find that they had been attacked?”
 
   Despite the explanation, the subordinate looked like they still hadn’t fully understood what he was saying . 
 
   Oh Se-chan didn’t bother to give any more explanations after seeing this . 
 
   “Now then, let’s call the Black Knight who will fight the Japanese government on Kim Woo-jin’s behalf . ”
 
   Instead, he gave another subordinate orders . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Contact Park Yong-wan . ”
 
   …
 
   [Isaac Ivanov wakes up!]
 
   It didn’t take long for the news of the new hero, Isaac Ivanov’s awakening to spread to the rest of the world . 
 
   – Wow! Isaac’s back!
 
   – Kuh! Isaac is alive!
 
   – Heroes never die!
 
   And it didn’t take long for people to become excited by the news . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s teammate the victim of terrorism!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s teammate seriously injured!]
 
   And it didn’t take long for cold water to get poured on the heated atmosphere . 
 
   – What are they talking about? Terrorism?
 
   – Terrorism? Isaac Ivanov’s teammate was the victim of terrorism? In Japan of all places?
 
   – Did Japanese players attack Isaac Ivanov’s teammate in the dungeon? Why would they do that?
 
   The atmosphere after the splash of cold water was, of course, filled with confusion . 
 
   [Japan attacks Isaac Ivanov’s team!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s new teammate is Korean!]
 
   [Are there tensions between Japan and Korea?]
 
   [Japan reveals their ugly ambitions!]
 
   The media constantly poured out unproven, yet extremely stimulating articles about the situation . 
 
   – Those Japanese sons of bitches! They dare to touch Isaac Ivanov’s teammate?!
 
   – It’s always been like this . Those bastards will show a calm appearance on the surface then they will do things like this when no one expects it . 
 
   ㄴNevertheless, it’s practically a war crime . 
 
   And the public began venting their anger towards Japan . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Those ****** bastards!” (TL: the * represent a word that I believe would be extremely offensive to any Japanese reader, so I took it out)
 
   Among them, it was Park Yong-wan’s anger that was the most intense . 
 
   And it was understandable . 
 
   After all, Park Yong-wan had the biggest stake in Isaac Ivanov . From Park Yong-wan’s perspective, any damage to Isaac Ivanov was damage to him . 
 
   “So how is Kim Woo-jin doing right now?”
 
   Above all, the thing that made Park Yong-wan the most upset was the fact that it was none other than Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Of course, it wasn’t because he loved or cherished Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “He’s out of surgery, but they still have to monitor his condition . ”
 
   “Fuck, do you know how much I invested to get him by Isaac Ivanov’s side?”
 
   He had already invested a fair bit into Kim Woo-jin to plant him in a good position .  
 
   “There’s no one to replace him!”
 
   And there was currently no one else under Park Yong-wan who could take Kim Woo-jin’s place . 
 
   This was also one of the reasons why Park Yong-wan’s anger toward Japan burned so fiercely .  
 
   They were the ones who attacked him without a clear reason . 
 
   “****** bastards, this is their revenge for what happened with the Skull Guild, isn’t it?”
 
   After all, wasn’t Park Yong-wan the one who trampled the Skull Guild, which was Japans’ outpost in Korea, and forced them to return to Japan?
 
   In other words, Park Yong-wan had no choice but to consider this a personal attack rather than a mistake or accident . 
 
   That’s why Park Yong-wan could not let it go . 
 
   “Call the Blue House(1) immediately . ”
 
   “Did you say the Blue House?”
 
   “A Korean player was severely injured by organized terrorism carried out by Japanese players while conducting a humanitarian dungeon attack activity in Japan, of course, the government should step forward . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan shot an eerie glance to his surprised secretary . 
 
   “We must receive an apology and compensation . ”
 
   A war had begun . 
 
   (Note:
 
   1 . Cheongwadae also known as the Blue House informally, is the executive office and official residence of the Republic of Korea’s head of state, the President of the Republic of Korea, located in Jongno-gu of the capital Seoul . )
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   [Is it okay for players to target other players?]
 
   [The ugly side of Japan has been revealed!]
 
   The aftermath of the terrorist attack on Kim Woo-jin did not end, but instead became progressively stronger as the days passed . 
 
   This was because none of Japan’s neighbouring countries would let such a perfect opportunity pass . 
 
   [The Russian Government condemns the Japanese Government!]
 
   [The Korean Government demands an apology and compensation from the Japanese Government . ]
 
   Among them, the attacks from Korea, which Kim Woo-jin belonged to and Russia, which Isaac Ivanov belonged to, were the fiercest . 
 
   [The Japanese Government announces the emergence of a new pseudo-terrorist organisation . ]
 
   [Japan, ‘This has absolutely nothing to do with the Japanese Government . ]
 
   Under such circumstances, when Japan announced that the attack on Kim Woo-jin was carried out by a new radical cult group, no one could accept it . 
 
   – What pseudo-terrorist cult, it sounds more like the government did it!
 
   – Does it make sense that some new cult group would be able to put so many players in a 3 Floor dungeon?
 
   – Are they really trying to cut off their tails like this? Do they think we were born yesterday?
 
   – Can we wake them up with a nuclear punch?
 
   On the contrary, the public opinion and the accusations against the Japanese government intensified as a result of their announcement . 
 
   In the face of such circumstances, the Japanese government had two options . 
 
   One was to pretend to be unaware and withstand all sorts of criticism and pressure at a state level, or to offer compensation . 
 
   -I got a call from the Japanese government . They want to know how we want to deal with this situation . 
 
   In the end, the government chose the latter .  
 
   They offered to compensate Kim Woo-jin who had been injured while carrying out his mission . 
 
   -Of course, it will be a humanitarian compensation . However, they added the condition of removing the need for an apology . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   But that didn’t mean that they would apologize . 
 
   On the contrary, the Japanese government was trying to avoid apologizing by offering compensation . 
 
   -They’re such a bunch of bastards . 
 
   “Their compensation should be pretty good . ”
 
   It was already amazing that they were offering compensation when taking Japan’s history into account . 
 
   Nevertheless, the reason why they offered to give compensation first was quite simple . 
 
   -Well, what else can they do when Park Yong-wan is making such a fuss . 
 
   The amount of pressure that Park Yong-wan was putting on them was not small . 
 
   -Looking at what Park Yong-wan has been doing these days, he will probably never see eye to eye with Japan again . 
 
   “He’s quite patriotic . ”
 
   -Right, he’s a great patriot . 
 
   It was the same determination as though he was making a life or death decision . 
 
   If Japan did not handle this properly then Park Yong-wan would not be able to live under the same sky as Japan!
 
   -That’s why Park Yong-wan’s popularity in Korea these days is no joke . Is he more popular than the Messiah Guild yet?
 
   For the Korean people, this was something that they were incredibly enthusiastic about . 
 
   In a sense, wasn’t Park Yong-wan doing something that even the Messiah Guild didn’t dare to do?
 
   He was actually openly attacking Japan . 
 
   It would be strange if the impression that the Korean people had of Park Yong-wan and the Phoenix Guild did not improve as a result . 
 
   -And your popularity is rising rapidly too . 
 
   At the same time, Kim Woo-jin’s popularity in Korea also began rising at an alarming rate . 
 
   This was due to the fact that Kim Woo-jin’s identity as Isaac Ivanov’s teammate had been exposed . 
 
   No official announcement had been made, but the situation was already known to everyone . 
 
   After all, there weren’t many players in the Phoenix Guild who used Blood Poison and were active in 3 Floor dungeons . 
 
   -Your fanbase has already emerged . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin fans also began appearing . 
 
   -Now we’ll not only get Choco Pies and Bulgogi, but also Cheonggukjang(1) and Hongeo Samhap(2) as gifts…kehum!
 
   Oh Se-chan, who realised what he’d been about to say, suddenly coughed at the end instead of finishing his sentence . 
 
   After that, he spoke in a serious tone, changing the mood . 
 
   -So what are you going to ask the Japanese government for?
 
   After asking this question, Oh Se-chan added something just in case . 
 
   -I wouldn’t ask for an item . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled lightly at his words . 
 
   It was a smile of satisfaction at Oh Se-chan, who was able to perfectly guess his thoughts . 
 
   “It seems you knew that I would make that decision . ”
 
   -We can always get items later . 
 
   As Oh Se-chan said, Kim Woo-jin had no intention of asking for an item at this point . 
 
   -We could always trade it, steal it or take it forcefully whenever you decide what you want . Like the others . 
 
   There were many other ways to obtain items . 
 
   -It’s compensation from the Japanese government, not from a guild, so it should be compensation that only the Japanese government could give . 
 
   After all, the ones giving the competition were much larger than even the largest guilds . 
 
   This means that he would be able to get items that even the guilds wouldn’t be able to give him . 
 
   -For example, the autonomy to attack any dungeons you want in the country without the need to register . 
 
   Oh Se-chan’s words made Kim Woo-jin smile even brighter . 
 
   “You don’t have to say more . ”
 
   …
 
   “To sum it up, Isaac Ivanov’s request to the Japanese government as compensation for this incident is full autonomy to attack dungeons in Japan?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   At that response, the Sword Saint slowly opened his eyes . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   These eyes seemed to be as cold as a sinking abyss, and caused the breath of the subordinate who they locked onto, to stop . 
 
   “Those insignificant bastards dare…”
 
   That was the extent to which the Sword Saint was angry about the situation . 
 
   It was anger that burned fiercely . 
 
   After all, the Sword Saint had just lost a disciple that had taken a considerable amount of effort to raise in this incident . 
 
   And it wasn’t just a disciple, but a disciple that he had raised in the shadows . 
 
   A disciple who, without hesitation, turned away and sacrificed wealth and fame for the great revival of Japan . 
 
   Moreover, wasn’t there a very high possibility that the legendary grade item, the Makya, one of his trump cards, had fallen into Isaac Ivanov’s hands?
 
   Yet in such a situation, Isaac Ivanov still had the audacity to ask for the right to freely target dungeons in Japan as compensation for the incident . 
 
   At that moment, the Sword Saint wanted nothing more than to slit the throats of Isaac Ivanov and his team, himself . 
 
   “Calm down . ”
 
   It was a woman who eventually calmed the Sword Saint’s anger .  
 
   When he noticed the appearance of this woman with a short, sports haircut, the Sword Saint took a deep breath . 
 
   After seeing this, the woman bowed toward the Sword Saint . 
 
   “Given the current situation, compensation is inevitable . If things get bigger than they already are and Ilyeong’s tail gets caught, this will become even more troublesome . So just give them what they want . ”
 
   “Are you telling me to give those bastards the right to trample upon our noble land to their heart’s content?”
 
   The Sword Saint’s voice became chilly as he asked this question . 
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   Nevertheless, the woman did not so much as twitch when reinforcing her decision before the Sword Saint . 
 
   This proved that this woman’s status was not normal
 
   In fact, her status was extraordinary . 
 
   “Sakura…”
 
   She was Miyazaki Sakura, the woman who had achieved the highest level among the Sword Saint’s current disciples as well as the one who took part in 6 Floor dungeons together with the Sword Saint and was preparing to target 7 Floor dungeons . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Explain the reason properly . ”
 
   It was already amazing that he was willing to listen to her words . 
 
   And she was willing to make use of her position . 
 
   “From now on, Isaac Ivanov and his teammates will be challenging 4 Floor dungeons . ”
 
   She did not hesitate to express her opinion . 
 
   “As you know, 4 Floor dungeons aren’t places that can be cleared with a small number of people . They’re completely different from 3 Floors . That’s why we will encourage them . ”
 
   “Encourage them?”
 
   “We’ll make them attack an unbeatable dungeon with just their team . ”
 
   The Sword Saint started at her words . 
 
   Then he made a gesture for her to continue . 
 
   “I don’t know what Isaac Ivanov’s ambitions are, or what he plans to do, but it’s clear that he has already reached a certain threshold . He has the expectations of the world on his shoulders, and he has to live up to those expectations . Just like Lee Se-jun . ”
 
   When her words reached that point, the coldness in the Sword Saint’s eyes began fading bit by bit .  
 
   In front of him, Miyazaki Sakura finished her speech . 
 
   “But Isaac Ivanov has no Messiah Guild . I’m sure master knows the difference even better than me . ”
 
   As he looked at Miyazaki Sakura, who had finished speaking, the Sword Saint’s gaze was no longer cold . 
 
   Instead, he turned to another subordinate with an energized gaze . 
 
   “Pass it on to the Prime Minister . We’ll accept Isaac Ivanov’s request . ”
 
   “Yes, sir . ”
 
   “And prepare properly . Make sure Isaac has no choice but to attack a dungeon he could never hope to clear . ”
 
   When he said these words, the Sword Saints eyes seemed to burn with a fierce light . 
 
   “If he wants to be a Savior then he’s going to have to pay the price . ”
 
   (Note:
 
   1 . Cheonggukjang is a fermented soybean paste used in Korean cuisine . It contains whole as well as ground soybeans
 
   2 . Hongeo is a type of fermented fish dish from Korea’s Jeolla province that’s made from skate and emits a very strong, ammonia-like odor that has been described as being “reminiscent of an outhouse” . After finishing a piece of hongeo, one’s mouth usually stings due to the strong ammonia content of the fermented bottom-dwelling fish . 
 
   Koreans typically enjoy hongeo with steamed pork belly and over ripe kimchi, known as hongeo samhap, with “samhap” meaning “gathering of three” . The texture of pork and smell of kimchi hide the presence of the fermented fish, though not to complete success . )
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   In most countries, dungeons were treated as state property .  
 
   Therefore, in order to attack a dungeon, one must first obtain certification from the government of that country . 
 
   That was part of the reason why the guild system came into being . 
 
   [The Japanese Government confirms their compensation for Isaac Ivanov’s teammate!]
 
   [The Japanese Government has provided Isaac Ivanov and his teammates a free pass to dungeons!]
 
   [The Japanese Government, ‘This is what Isaac Ivanov requested . ’]
 
   With that in mind, the Japanese Government’s act of compensating Kim Woo-jin’s attack by terrorists with the freedom to attack dungeons in Japan was considered a privilege . 
 
   The public also didn’t deny this fact . 
 
   -Isn’t this too much? Aren’t they basically giving Isaac Ivanov the opportunity to attack any dungeon he pleases?
 
   ㄴDoes this mean the Japanese government has acknowledged the specialness of Isaac Ivanov’s party?
 
   ㄴ Kim Woo-jin is also very smart . Choosing something like this instead of an item . 
 
   ㄴ Now they are like real heroes . 
 
   Furthermore, the public praised Isaac Ivanov for making such a choice and the Japanese government for agreeing to it . 
 
   But that didn’t last for long . 
 
   [The Japanese Government demands a free pass qualification test for Isaac Ivanov and his party!]
 
   Because the Japanese government requested a qualification test . 
 
   …
 
   -The Japanese government has requested a qualification test . 
 
   After hearing Oh Se-chan’s voice coming from the speakerphone, Kim Woo-jin, who was checking the seams of a piece of leather armor in his hands, spoke calmly . 
 
   “Then we’ll have to accept it . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s reaction was quite dull . 
 
   “No, what do you mean ‘exam’?”
 
   However, Lee Jin-ah’s reaction was different . 
 
   “Those fucking ****** bastards still want to test us?”(TL: I expected better from you Jin-ah…)
 
   Even Lee Jin-ah stopped eating his chocolate to shout loudly in anger . 
 
   In fact, Lee Jin-ah’s reaction wasn’t wrong . 
 
   “Didn’t we hunt the Hatchling alone?”
 
   Isaac Ivanov’s party had already successfully cleared the 3 Floor dungeon, Hatchling’s Nest . 
 
   Even though Isaac Ivanov had been heavily injured in the process and barely survived, didn’t they still clear it?
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “This is daylight robbery, isn’t it?”
 
   It was obvious that the Japanese government simply didn’t want to give Isaac Ivanov, who had already completed a ridiculous achievement, what they’d promised by asking for a qualification test . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin and Oh Se-chan saw it differently . 
 
   -That’s how it should be . 
 
   “3 Floor and 4 Floor dungeons are different . ”
 
   They knew that the Japanese government’s demands were justifiable . 
 
   “And in the first place, they have already decided to give out the pass . ”
 
   -That’s right . In the end, this is all a show . 
 
   In addition, the two of them could clearly read the intentions of the Japanese government . 
 
   “A show?”
 
   -It’s a matter of the Japanese guilds, rather than the government . Think about it . They bribe, lobby and pay taxes to obtain dungeons . Yet a free pass is given out easily . How would that make them feel?
 
   “They’d be pissed . ”
 
   -That’s why there needs to be a show . 
 
   When he heard Oh Se-chan’s words, Lee Jin-ah nodded as if he understood, and took a bit of the chocolate bar in his hand . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin added some words of his own . 
 
   “But the real objective is to gauge our ability . ”
 
   -Well, that’s true . 
 
   However, once again, Lee Jin-ah didn’t understand . 
 
   “What is that supposed to mean?”
 
   “They need to know our approximate skill levels so that they can properly trap us . ”
 
   “Trap us?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin turned to glance at Lee Jin-ah as he explained . 
 
   “The Yamato Federation would never let us go after what we did . Perhaps at the start they will make us look like heroes . Then, at some point, they will make us attack a dungeon that we can’t clear . ”
 
   -They will manipulate the information . The difficulty of a dungeon that’s been failed twenty times is different from one that’s only been failed once . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s expression became stiff when he heard that . 
 
   “That means it could get really dangerous, doesn’t it?”
 
   If Kim Woo-jin’s assumptions were correct, it meant that sooner or later, the Japanese government would try to send them to their deaths . 
 
   Considering the dangers of dungeons, that was something to be concerned about . 
 
   As Oh Se-chan had said, if the Japanese government did a good job of distorting the information about a dungeon, the difficulty could be infinitely higher than what they assumed it was . 
 
   “Then, isn’t it better to just leave Japan?”
 
   It was reasonable for Lee Jin-ah to worry about it . 
 
   -Why? Are you scared? Are you getting cold feet?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   However, Oh Se-chan mocked Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Wh-, who’s getting cold feet? I am Lee Jin-ah . Manly Lee Jin-ah, a man who is not afraid of death!”
 
   -Ah, I bet you’re scared . Bastard, all you have is your large size . 
 
   “You’re just smart, you don’t have any hair!” (TL: As childish as this is, I laughed so hard)
 
   And like that, their skit began . 
 
   -Say what? Hey, what’s this got to do with hair? And I’m not bald, I deliberately shave my head!
 
   “I bet you were born bald . ”
 
   -You son of a bitch . Hey! You want a piece of me?
 
   “Ugh, how can I fight someone who has no hair? Let’s just take it as my loss . ”
 
   It was Kim Woo-jin who stopped their little play . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   By calling out for Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “See if this fits . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin gestured with his chin toward the leather armor that he had been inspecting before . 
 
   “Wa-, wait . Is that mine?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, whose head was tilted, was surprised . 
 
   He’d never imagined that he would get a real gift from Kim Woo-jin, who was just as cheap as Oh Se-chan, if not more . 
 
   “Are you really giving me Hatchling Leather Armor?”
 
   Moreover, the material that Kim Woo-jin used to make the leather armor was none other than the Hatchling’s skin . 
 
   “It’s armor that was made from the toughest skin from the Hatchling’s tail . You could say it’s comparable to the best among unique grade items when it comes to defense . ”
 
   -There are a lot of other ingredients in it too . Among all the armor that was made from Hatchling leather, it definitely has the best defense . 
 
   When he heard that, the eyes that Lee Jin-ah was looking at the armor with began to shine . 
 
   “Keuk . ”
 
   He was so happy that his eyes became slightly moist . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah hurried to put on the armor he’d received as a gift . (TL: he never learns…)
 
   -Jin-ah, what are you doing right now?
 
   “I’m putting the armor on . ”
 
   -Really? Are you crying?”
 
   “I might cry if something more touching happens . ”
 
   -You must be really moved . 
 
   Oh Se-chan and Kim Woo-jin had talked about it .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   During that conversation, Oh Se-chan had been given a good laugh . 
 
   -You are so evil . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin hadn’t disputed his words . 
 
   After all, Oh Se-chan was right . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t give Lee Jin-ah the best armor he could just because he felt he deserved it . 
 
   ‘From 4 Floor onwards, Lee Jin-ah’s performance will become more important . ’
 
   From that point forward, the enemies that Lee Jin-ah would have to face would only get stronger, which is why Kim Woo-jin gave him the armor . 
 
   ‘But it’s not enough, even with Hatchling leather . ’
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin still felt that the Hatchling leather was insufficient, considering the enemies that they would face in the future . 
 
   ‘In order to bring out 100% of Lee Jin-ah’s ability, legendary grade armor is necessary . Sooner or later, Lee Jin-ah’s role will not be something I can fill with my skeletons . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan asked Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   -What are you going to do about the test?
 
   “If we hide our strength, they will use it as an excuse to disqualify us . ”
 
   -But won’t they just put you in a ridiculous dungeon if you reveal your full capabilities?
 
   “Then we’ll have to thank them . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan laughed at Kim Woo-jin’s confidence . 
 
   -Right, we’d have to thank them for giving you a dungeon that’s hard to find . Of course, you’d have to get a fee for clearing such a difficult dungeon . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also laughed at those words . 
 
   “Hahaha! It’s perfect! A perfect fit! You should open a tailor shop later!”
 
   And Lee Jin-ah laughed too . 
 
   Then they received the date for the qualification test from the Japanese government . 
 
   …
 
   [Destroy the Black Goblin Tribes!]
 
   – Floors: 4
 
   – Difficulty: D
 
   – Maximum number of Entries: 177
 
   – Requirements: Level 109 and below
 
   – Conditions: Annihilate 10 Black Goblin tribes
 
   – Reward: None
 
   The dungeon that the Japanese Government prepared for the free pass qualification test was a 4 Floor D rank dungeon . 
 
   ‘The difficulty is reasonable . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The Black Goblin tribes which appeared on the fourth floor were not difficult to hunt as long as one learned the strategy, and the maximum number of entries along with the clear conditions were also reasonable . 
 
   It was at a level that was neither excessive nor insufficient . 
 
   ‘It’s the best place to level up . ’
 
   Therefore, it was an extremely attractive dungeon for players aiming to level up . 
 
   ‘Usually, there would be fierce competition for spots in a dungeon like this one . ’
 
   Moreover, it was rare for empty spots to appear in such 4 Floor dungeons . 
 
   It was the same for this one . 
 
   There had already been 177 players lined up to participate in the Black Goblin dungeon . 
 
   And even then the competition had been fierce . 
 
   What more explanation was needed other than every player who was active in 4 Floor dungeons in Japan applied?
 
   Naturally, foreigners had no chance of participating . 
 
   ‘And yet, to be able to attack this kind of dungeon like this…’
 
   Nevertheless, Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah were going to attack such a dungeon . 
 
   It was ridiculous to imagine that they had been given this chance over two Japanese players who had already qualified despite the extremely fierce competition . 
 
   Unsurprisingly, the two Japanese players did not easily accept this decision . 
 
   They protested and demanded as much compensation as they were able to, and the Japanese government was once again forced to pay a price . 
 
   ‘It seems they are anxious to test our skills properly . ’
 
   In other words, the Japanese government was so desperate to properly gauge Isaac Ivanov’s skill to the extent that, despite having to pay a heavy price, they were willing to allow foreigners to attack it . 
 
   ‘After all, a level up dungeon is the best way to gauge someone’s strength . ’
 
   Most dungeons that were good for leveling up were often able to reveal the strengths of those challenging them with ease . 
 
   It was similar to racing . 
 
   If you were to slowly increase your speed on a comfortable stretch of road, you would reach 200 km/h in no time . However, it was incredibly difficult to reach 200 km/h if you were feeling pressured . 
 
   ‘More importantly, there’s almost no chance of failure . ’
 
   On the other hand, since many of the best players in Japan who were active in 4 Floor dungeons would participate in the attack, it was very unlikely that Isaac Ivanov would die due to failing to complete the dungeon . 
 
   ‘But I still didn’t expect them to offer such a good stage . ’
 
   In a sense, the dungeon itself could be considered a reward . 
 
   This was also one of the aims of the Japanese government . 
 
   If they gave him a dungeon like this, then it wouldn’t be considered their fault if there were any incidents in the future . 
 
   ‘I’m so grateful I could cry . ’
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, he couldn’t help but feel grateful . 
 
   That’s why Kim Woo-jin intended to wholeheartedly repay them for their gift . 
 
   ‘Since they’re giving me a gift like this, it’s only right that I accept it properly . ’
 
   So Kim Woo-jin prepared to attack the dungeon . 
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   [Survive 7 Days to proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   The moment the notification sounded out, a cold wind blew in the dungeon . 
 
   It was the moment a world of ice and snow revealed itself to and greeted its 177 visitors . 
 
   However, no one responded to the harsh greeting . 
 
   Instead, everyone turned their eyes toward two people . 
 
   In a crowd of yellow skinned people, everyone was looking at the only two who had white skin, Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   ‘Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   ‘So he’s here . ’
 
   Their eyes were those of people looking at something they found troublesome . 
 
   It was natural why they wouldn’t be happy . 
 
   ‘Because of him, our gains…’
 
   For the Japanese players, Isaac Ivanov was like an invasive species who was harming their interests . 
 
   The fact that he was here in the first place was already considered as a loss by the Japanese players . 
 
   Because of these two people, two Japanese players who were supposed to have been here could not come in the end . 
 
   Above all, all the players here were above level 100 . 
 
   They weren’t just members of their respective guilds, but were each executives in their guilds . 
 
   Executives who needed to consider their guild’s interests before their own personal interests . 
 
   And from their perspective, they could not tolerate Isaac Ivanov receiving a free pass so easily . 
 
   ‘We have to stop them somehow . ’
 
   ‘We have to stop him from getting the free pass . ’
 
   So, naturally, they were going to do everything they could to hinder Isaac Ivanov and his teammates . 
 
   ‘And we have to make sure he doesn’t die . ’
 
   Of course, no one actually thought about baring their fangs at Isaac Ivanov at that moment .  
 
   They knew . 
 
   ‘If he dies here, we will die too . ’
 
   This was because of the attack on Isaac Ivanov’s teammate, Kim Woo-jin, by Japanese ‘terrorists’ . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Under such circumstances, what kind of situation would they have to face if something happened to Isaac Ivanov in this dungeon?
 
   No, it was dangerous for Isaac Ivanov to even die of an accident in this dungeon, much less a terrorist attack . 
 
   In any case, if Isaac Ivanov was to die in this dungeon, the consequences would be unimaginable . 
 
   Therefore the Japanese players were intent on removing any risk factors for Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   As a result, the Japanese players all had one purpose . 
 
   ‘We will destroy all the monsters before they can become a threat to Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   ‘We won’t let Isaac Ivanov hunt even a single monster . ’
 
   They would take away Isaac Ivanov’s chance to show his skills!
 
   It was a moment when the Japanese players’ will to hunt monsters burned hotter than ever before . 
 
   “Then let’s start hunting right away . ”
 
   “We have to kill all the monsters on this floor during these seven days . ”
 
   Even the incessantly blowing cold air could not douse the burning spirit within these Japanese players . 
 
   Of course, it didn’t take long for that burning will to be extinguished . 
 
   “Shiba . ”
 
   “Huh . ”
 
   “If you can’t reach level 100 in this dungeon, I won’t allow you to eat . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Because Kim Woo-jin’s fighting spirit was also burning hotter than ever . 
 
   And so the dungeon attack began . 
 
   …
 
   “The difference between 3 Floor and 4 Floor dungeons?”
 
   There were, of course, many differences between 3 Floor and 4 Floor dungeons besides the floor numbers . 
 
   “The first is a difference of numbers . ”
 
   The first thing was a difference in the number of monsters than one would find in one group .  
 
   In 3 Floor dungeons, it was basically impossible to find monsters in groups of 100 or more unless it was a special case . However, in 4 Floor dungeons, the base number for each group was 100 . 
 
   “Naturally, this means that the number of bosses also increases . ”
 
   And as the number of monsters increases, so does the number of bosses that appeared among them, which was one of the reasons why 4 Floor dungeons were much more difficult than 3 Floor dungeons . 
 
   “And mid-sized monsters appear much more frequently . ”
 
   Also, a big difference was the fact that mid-sized monsters, who would usually appear as boss monsters in 3 Floor dungeons, could appear at any time . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Of course, there’s also the fact that there are many monsters that you would’ve never seen before . Including annoying monsters that aren’t affected by physical attacks . ”
 
   At the same time, in 4 Floor dungeons, types of monsters that were not affected by physical attacks and could only be attacked with magic, began to appear . 
 
   For example spiritual and magical monsters like Wisps and Salamanders, and spectral monsters like Wraiths and Ghosts . 
 
   It made a very large difference . 
 
   “It’s the worst . ”
 
   In simple terms, the difference between 3 Floor and 4 Floor dungeons was the same as the difference between heaven and earth . 
 
   “But the survival rate in 4 Floor dungeons is higher . ”
 
   However, an interesting fact to note was that the survival rate of 4 Floor dungeons was actually much higher . 
 
   The reason for this was simple . 
 
   “That’s what it means to be over level 100 . ”
 
   “They are much more mature not only in their talent, but also in their experience, and their item configurations are completely incomparable . Many of them even had legendary skills and items . ”
 
   Apart from the number of levels, the experience that they gained while accumulating those levels could not be ignored .  
 
   Naturally, players who were active in 4 Floor dungeons were also quite confident in their ability . 
 
   And these Japanese players who had been able to participate in this D rank, Black Goblin dungeon, who were talented players selected from every level 100 player in the country through fierce competition, were no different . 
 
   They were all skilled and talented people who always received the best treatment, and the experience they had could not be compared to ordinary players . 
 
   “Oh my God…!”
 
   “Is what I’m seeing right now real?”
 
   But they all wore dumbfounded expressions at that moment . 
 
   “Is this what a scene created by Isaac Ivanov usually looks like?”
 
   The trail that Isaac Ivanov left behind was the reason they were in such a state . 
 
   It wasn’t because the scene was horrible or cruel . 
 
   Instead, the traces that Isaac Ivanov’s team left behind were probably cleaner than any other . 
 
   There were numerous monster corpses that had a few fatal injuries instead of signs of fierce battle . Some of them didn’t even show any signs of resistance . 
 
   That was the real reason they were so surprised . 
 
   It was impossible for these Japanese players who surpassed level 100 to not know that the best thing was not to fight fierce battles . 
 
   Rather, utilizing excellent skill and minimizing the need for prolonged battles was truly the best way to hunt . 
 
   “This efficiency is perfect . ”
 
   “What kinds of tactics and strategies must we use to achieve a similar effect?”
 
   In particular, since the time taken to clear 4 Floor dungeons was naturally more, it was very important to minimize energy consumption as much as possible .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   In that sense, Isaac Ivanov’s combat method was the most ideal . 
 
   “He’s not just a powerful player . ”
 
   It was at that moment that the Japanese players realised that Isaac Ivanov wasn’t simply a player who relied on his powerful necromancy skills . 
 
   And that was exactly what Kim Woo-jin wanted . 
 
   ‘I left those traces on purpose so that their way of thinking would change . ’
 
   …
 
   Kyaha!
 
   The cry of a Skeleton Knight wearing Hatchling Leather Armor signified the moment a group of Orcs had been annihilated, and Kim Woo-jin took the Grim Reaper’s Mask off his face . 
 
   Then he saw a group of Kobolds eating in the distance . 
 
   The distance between the two groups was not large . 
 
   Sniff! Sniff!
 
   The sound of a Kobold sniffing the air reached Kim Woo-jin’s ears . Nevertheless, the Kobolds continued eating their meal as though they had not noticed Kim Woo-jin’s presence . 
 
   This meant that Kim Woo-jin had perfectly erased his presence . 
 
   Unsurprisingly, a commander’s ability to obtain information about their target was a decisive factor that greatly influenced their victory or defeat in battle . 
 
   That was the way Kim Woo-jin battled . 
 
   It was not just ignorant use of overwhelming power, but an incredibly devastating victory obtained by combining overwhelming strategy with overwhelming power .  
 
   ‘I’m sure the traces I deliberately left behind have impacted the atmosphere quite a bit . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was intent to show himself to the Japanese players this time . 
 
   ‘I won’t hide it . ’
 
   Through these battles that he had together with Lee Jin-ah, he intended to show them, and more importantly, the world . 
 
   ‘That way, they won’t make fools of themselves . ’
 
   To not show him broken teeth .  
 
   ‘Just like Lee Se-jun and Johann Georg did . ’
 
   That was the way Lee Se-jun and Johann Georg, the only one who had been able to oppose him, acted . 
 
   The two of them always displayed their absolute strength without intending to hide anything . 
 
   In this way, even if they were to stand in a storm, no one dared to easily touch them . 
 
   And like the eye of a typhoon, the winds around them would only make them stronger .  
 
   ‘Lee Se-jun, I will do what I learned from you . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   That was the method Kim Woo-jin intended to use this time . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ] (TL: It’s been so long since we saw this message . )
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld is pleased with your methods . ]
 
   A notification then sounded in his ear . 
 
   ‘It seems my halo also agrees with my method . ’
 
   The notifications put a smile on Kim Woo-jin’s face . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld has bestowed some power onto you . ]
 
   [The rank of the Skeleton Wizard skill has increased . ]
 
   And the following notifications made his smiles even brighter . 
 
   ‘Maybe I should use a Skill Stone(A) to increase the rank . ’
 
   At the same time, Kim Woo-jin remembered the skills stones sitting in his inventory . 
 
   An item that would make a B rank skill become A rank . 
 
   For Kim Woo-jin, who had the Plus Ring, it was an item that made B rank skills reach the Transcendent rank . 
 
   ‘I have two, so I don’t have to worry about using one . ’
 
   More surprisingly was the fact that Kim Woo-jin actually had two Skill Stone(A)s, that were extremely difficult to obtain, sitting in his inventory . 
 
   They were rewards he’d received from the Forest of the Dead and Hatchling dungeons . 
 
   ‘Anything is fine . ’
 
   This was also part of the reason why players were so eager to challenge A series dungeons . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin didn’t agonise about this decision for a long time . 
 
   In fact, he did not agonise about it at all . 
 
   Even while his mind had been on his rewards, Kim Woo-jin’s gaze and other senses were still locked on the eating Kobold group . 
 
   He was looking for any flaws . 
 
   ‘After they’ve eaten their fill, they will stuff their mouths with food and move the rest of the food to their storage . ’
 
   He waited for the moment when the Kobolds finished eating and moved to transfer the remaining food . 
 
   He was waiting for the moment the Kobolds truly let their guards down . 
 
   Kung kung!
 
   ‘Let’s begin . ’
 
   When the moment he was waiting for finally came, Kim Woo-jin sent the signal without hesitation . 
 
   “Spashiba!”
 
   Once again, the hunt had begun . 
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   Black Goblin . 
 
   These black skinned creatures boasted bodies that were smaller than the average common Goblin . 
 
   However, their strength, stamina and the toughness of their skin were all things that ordinary Goblins could never compare to . 
 
   These little creatures also had extremely sharp teeth and powerful jaws . Enough to chew through even decently powerful armor . 
 
   Moreover, their violent and savage nature was something that could not be ignored . 
 
   Black Goblins were different from common Goblins who would usually become scared and run away . 
 
   At the sight of blood, their eyes would basically turn red . 
 
   And a single red eyed Black Goblin could easily deal with an Orc . 
 
   [Proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   “We’ll finally encounter the Black Goblins . ”
 
   The players who had entered the Black Goblin Dungeon were finally going to encounter the tribes of these small, troublesome monsters . 
 
   “There should be…at least one thousand of them . ”
 
   Moreover, in the case of Black Goblin tribes, the number of monsters that could be found in them reached over a thousand . 
 
   “It’s usually 2-3,000 . ”
 
   “Since we need to destroy 10 tribes, that means we need to hunt around 30,000 monsters . ”
 
   The clear condition given to the players this time was to destroy 10 such Black Goblin tribes . 
 
   It wasn’t a very difficult task . 
 
   If it had been too difficult, then the dungeon wouldn’t have been just D rank . 
 
   But that didn’t mean that they could be lackadaisical either .  
 
   As mentioned earlier, Black Goblins were deceptively strong . 
 
   “It won’t be too hard . ”
 
   “That’s true . ”
 
   However, none of the players were displaying any tension in the face of an entire floor filled with such monsters . 
 
   It wasn’t that they were careless or anything . 
 
   Was it even possible for the top players who entered this dungeon to be like that?
 
   Instead, this seemingly relaxed sensation came even after their cold and rational analysis . 
 
   “Because Isaac Ivanov is here . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “He can handle at least three tribes by himself . ”
 
   The results that Isaac Ivanov had displayed had caused them to make this judgement by using their great experience . 
 
   It was that simple . 
 
   “He’s a monster . ”
 
   “He definitely didn’t kill the Hatchling with luck . Instead, it might have been bad luck that caused him to get injured…”
 
   Over the course of the sixteen days that it took them to clear the first three floors of the dungeon, Isaac Ivanov’s power and ability had completely gained the recognition of the Japanese players, who had intended to suppress him in this dungeon . 
 
   Naturally, things went exactly as they expected . 
 
   Kree!!
 
   As their operation to wipe out the Black Goblin tribes commenced, Isaac Ivanov once again showcased his overwhelming power . Just like everyone expected . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   Following the three Skeleton Knights wearing Hatchling Leather armor, 100 skeletons charged at the group of Black Goblins with hesitation . 
 
   Their formation was like a wave heading towards a black, sandy beach . 
 
   The battle line was so unilateral, that the different units could not even be differentiated . 
 
   Shik!
 
   The weapons in the hands of the Skeleton Knights were extraordinary . 
 
   One wielded Percivals Spear, another had the Makya and the last was holding Wilhelm Tell’s Crossbow . 
 
   All were legendary items, and in front of their power, the characteristic thick skin of the Black Goblins was as effective as paper . 
 
   Kreeee!
 
   On the other hand, the Black Goblins could not even scratch the knights’ armors . 
 
   Hatchling leather was not something that could be damaged by mere Goblins, even if they were a powerful variant . 
 
   Among the group of skeletons, the most prominent presence was the Skeleton Soldier created from the Dullahan . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   The headless Skeleton Soldier released an aura that was in no way lacking when compared to the Skeleton Knights . 
 
   What made this possible was the Hatchling leather armor and the unique grade items equipped on the Dullahan Skeleton Soldier . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   There were eleven other skeletons that were equipped with armor similar to the Dullahan, and unsurprisingly, the power these skeletons displayed was overwhelming . 
 
   They were like walls that could not be damaged . 
 
   Kiieeh!
 
   Keeee!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   A wall that the screeching Black Goblins could not overcome . 
 
   However, it was only after the Skeleton Wizards began their attack that this wall truly began to shine . 
 
   Hyaha!
 
   For the three Skeleton Wizards, the most troublesome thing was hitting their allies with their spells . 
 
   However, there was no need for them to worry about the skeletons wearing the armor . 
 
   From the perspective of the Skeleton Wizards, this meant that they could use their magic without restraint . 
 
   Boom!
 
   And of course, the Skeleton Wizards wouldn’t hesitate . 
 
   In such a way, the skeleton army began to wipe out the Black Goblin tribe . 
 
   [The effect of Ruler of the Battlefield has been stacked to the maximum . ]
 
   Now, even if they were to kill more Black Goblins, the effect of Ruler of the battlefield would not stack . 
 
   This was surprising when considering the fact that the effect of the Ruler of the Battlefield skill, which was C rank due to the Plus Ring, could be stacked 30 times . 
 
   Of course, the most surprising thing was actually the fact that such an army could even be maintained in the first place . 
 
   ‘Merlin’s Staff is truly amazing . ’
 
   Merlin’s Staff deserved the reputation it was given . 
 
   ‘No wonder Park Shin-hye used it for so long . ’
 
   Even Kim Woo-jin was unable to hide his surprise and appreciation at the Merlin’s Staff’s power . 
 
   On the other hand, this level of military power was the limit of what Kim Woo-jin could maintain at his current level . 
 
   ‘It’s difficult to even summon a Golem . ’
 
   This was proven by the fact that Kim Woo-jin hadn’t summoned a single Golem since entering the dungeon . 
 
   ‘It would be hard to recover from a loss in power . ’
 
   At the same time, summoning replacement Skeleton Soldiers was similarly hard in his current state . 
 
   ‘I can’t even dream of using skills . ’
 
   And it was even more impossible to use a skill that would consume his magic power . 
 
   Of course, if other players heard his thoughts they would curse him endlessly . 
 
   It didn’t make sense that that was one of his worries . 
 
   ‘I’ll have to fix that . ’
 
   However, from Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, it was a problem that he had to fix . 
 
   ‘By the time I leave this dungeon, Lee Se-jun would have challenged the 7 Floor dungeon and cleared it easily . ’
 
   Because his prey was moving forward faster than anyone else . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Before that, I need to become much stronger . ’
 
   So in Kim Woo-jin’s eyes, he had no reason to be satisfied .  
 
   Instead, he focused his eyes on the battlefield . 
 
   The only way to achieve what he wanted was to level up . 
 
   “Shiba!”
 
   This will was also displayed by none other than Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who had received a signal from Kim Woo-jin, rushed forward to help end the battle with the Black Goblin tribe faster . 
 
   There was nothing that could stop Lee Jin-ah, who ran toward the Black Goblin Chief like a tank and smashed their head with the Heavenly Dragon Sword . 
 
   Kiieeh!
 
   Keee!
 
   Confusion swept through the Black Goblins, who had just lost their leader, and the skeleton army took advantage of this to push them back . 
 
   Soon, the battle ended . 
 
   [A Black Goblin Tribe has been destroyed . ]
 
   [Number of tribes remaining: 2]
 
   A notification came just as the battle ended . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   Then he heard another notification announcing his level up . 
 
   [Reached Level 100 . ]
 
   [Obtained achievement ‘Reach level 100’ . ]
 
   [Inventory spaces increased by 10 . ]
 
   It was the moment that Kim Woo-jin had finally reached level 100 and stepped into the realm of three digits . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your majesty . ] (TL: not the title)
 
   His halo also did not spare its favoritism at such a monumental moment . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld has bestowed great power onto you . ]
 
   [The rank of the Ruler of the Battlefield skill has increased by one . ]
 
   The gift they sent was quite satisfying from Kim Woo-jin’s perspective .  
 
   Moreover, the gift didn’t end there . 
 
   [The rank of the Skeleton Knight skill has increased by one . ]
 
   ]The rank of the Skeleton Wizard skill has increased by one . ]
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘How fortunate . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled at the obvious display of favoritism .  
 
   “What is it? Did you level up? Did you reach level 100?”
 
   Meanwhile, Lee Jin-ah, who noticed his expressions, came over and asked . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded . 
 
   “So you received a gift? What did you get?”
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld has sent you a special gift . ]
 
   [You have received a Catalogue . ]
 
   The moment Lee Jin-ah asked that question, he received the notification of his last gift . 
 
   “Catalogue . ”
 
   When he received the notification, Kim Woo-jin opened it without hesitation and his gift appeared above his hand . 
 
   “…fuck, now I’m wondering if I need to change my halo . ”
 
   It was a catalogue made of obsidian . 
 
   …
 
   [Number of tribes remaining: 2]
 
   The moment Isaac Ivanov wiped out the eighth Black Goblin tribe, a man, who was observing the battle with a skill, spoke to the woman beside him . 
 
   “I’ve confirmed it with this battle . The maximum number of summonable knights is three, maximum number of wizards is three and the maximum number of soldiers is 101 . ” (TL: what a bad time to finalise their numbers . )
 
   After hearing the report, the woman could not hide her shock . 
 
   “His power is ridiculous . ”
 
   They were none other than the ones the Sword Saint had sent to take note of Isaac Ivanov’s power . 
 
   Unsurprisingly, they had followed Isaac Ivanov from the first floor, monitoring his every move .  
 
   More than a dozen of reports had been made in this way . 
 
   “I’ve never written so many reports for just one person . ”
 
   It was also evidence that Isaac Ivanov’s profile was so extensive that it required them to write over a dozen reports . 
 
   “The analysis of Isaac Ivanov ends here . Now we’re ready to return . ”
 
   This meant that the observers had successfully finished judging Isaac Ivanov’s current power . (TL: or so they think)
 
   “Retreat . Make sure to erase our traces . ”
 
   “Yes, sir . ”
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   There was something like this . 
 
   The assumed probability of a successful dungeon clear could be gauged by looking at the number of reporters waiting outside the dungeon gate . 
 
   Based on that, if we were to calculate the probability of a successful clear of the 4 Floor dungeon, Black Goblin tribes, that had appeared in Tokyo, Japan, without hesitation, it would be 99 percent . 
 
   “Looks like there are more reporters than yesterday . ”
 
   “That’s only because it’s the 20th day now . There will probably be even more tomorrow . ”
 
   There were so many reporters gathered in front of the dungeon that they formed a long line . 
 
   “This is because of Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   And of course, it was Isaac Ivanov’s name that made it possible . 
 
   After all, it would be strange if people weren’t very interested in the world’s new hero . 
 
   “Well, it’s not only because he’s here, but it’s also because this is his comeback . ”
 
   Moreover, Isaac Ivanov’s attack this time was his comeback . 
 
   “It is certainly his comeback . ”
 
   “It’s like he returned from the brink of death . ”
 
   And it wasn’t an ordinary comeback . 
 
   It was the return of someone who had experienced a near death experience during their previous attack . 
 
   “That’s right . Because usually, they’d just give up,”
 
   “Well, it’s not strange to give up after something like that . ”
 
   Despite receiving applause and suggestions to retire, Isaac Ivanov once again set out to clear a dungeon . 
 
   “It was even said that this dungeon is the test to give them the free pass they requested after the attack on Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   “That means he still wants to clear dungeons . ”
 
   In the end, Isaac Ivanov proved that he was not just after fame, and that he sincerely wanted to clear dungeons . 
 
   “Isaac is definitely different . ”
 
   “He’s a real player . ”
 
   Even daily gossip journalists who were used to writing untrue news reports, could not help but acknowledge Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “He’s not just Lee Se-jun’s successor . ”
 
   “No way, the value of Isaac Ivanov’s name is already becoming compared to the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   Furthermore, Isaac Ivanov was beginning to be treated in the same way as the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Of course, no one actually considered Isaac Ivanov’s value to be more than, or even equal to the Messiah Guild .  
 
   However, it was clear that Isaac Ivanov was already on a level above the rest . 
 
   “I’m really curious about Isaac Ivanov’s next move . ”
 
   And now, everyone’s attention was on Isaac Ivanov’s next actions . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   “It’s a player!”
 
   “The dungeon has been cleared!”
 
   Isaac Ivanov appeared before these reporters . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   …
 
   Isaac Ivanov’s return and debut in 4 Floor dungeons couldn’t be more perfect than this . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov finally debuts in 4 Floor dungeons!]
 
   [Japanese players admit that Isaac Ivanov is on a completely different level!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov has gotten stronger!]
 
   The world praised his return . 
 
   [The Japanese government qualifies Isaac Ivanov for the Free Pass!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov can now attack any dungeon in Japan!]
 
   Naturally, the Japanese government also had no choice but to issue the Dungeon Free Pass to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   [The world’s first Free Pass!]
 
   [He’s done what even the Messiah Guild couldn’t do!]
 
   It was a historic moment when an achievement that even the Messiah Guild had been unable to accomplish had been completed . 
 
   The news was so sensational that it even suppressed the news of the Messiah Guild postponing their attack on a 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   Even the Messiah Guild was surprised by this turn of events . 
 
   ‘As expected . ’
 
   However, from Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, this is exactly what he wanted to happen . 
 
   ‘Now I’m qualified to play in the game . 
 
   It was only at that point that Kim Woo-jin had finally obtained the minimum qualification to play at the table where the true movers and shakers of the world, like the Messiah Guild, sat .  
 
   Of course, the difference between them was still quite large . 
 
   Also, the risk was comparatively high . 
 
   Gamblers might not care what onlookers did, but gamblers at a table paid attention to each other’s every action, even a cough . 
 
   ‘For now, all I need to do is attack dungeons…’
 
   So he laid down his plans even more steadily . 
 
   He intended to lay the groundwork to raise the stakes amidst the checks(1) going on around him .  
 
   Collect items, earn qualifications and gather teammates to make Isaac Ivanov’s party more solid . 
 
   The only left would be to use that party to clear dungeons . 
 
   ‘The situation has changed . ’
 
   Or at least that was what he had intended to do . 
 
   But now Kim Woo-jin felt that he would have to revise his plans . 
 
   There were two reasons for this . 
 
   [Ruler of the Battlefield]
 
   – Rank: EX
 
   – Effect: Whenever a summon gets a kill, it will receive a kill point and become stronger . The summon with the most kills becomes the Incarnation of the Battlefield .  
 
   – All stats +10% per kill, stacks up to 50 times
 
   – The Incarnation of the Battlefield burns with fiery will, further doubling all stats . 
 
   One was the Ruler of the Battlefield skill which had become his new transcendent rank skill . 
 
   The moment a skill reached the transcendent rank, he knew that its power had entered an entirely new dimension . 
 
   However, in the case of the Ruler of the Battlefield skill, its merit became even more pronounced . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Double…’
 
   Further double . 
 
   This meant that it wasn’t just becoming two times stronger, but receiving an additional twofold increase . 
 
   This meant that if all of the effects of Ruler of the Battlefield were stacked, it would become 12 times stronger . 
 
   ‘If a Skeleton Knight were to receive the effect they might become stronger than me . ’
 
   Above all, there was one thing that surprised Kim Woo-jin greatly . 
 
   ‘If this effect was applied to a Death Knight…’
 
   Death Knight!
 
   What would happen if such a monster that was already horrific in its normal state, gained the effect of Incarnation of the Battlefield? (TL: . . plus berserker…plus that golden buff that I forgot the name of…)
 
   It was a horrible thing to imagine . 
 
   Moreover, this was not the only thing Kim Woo-jin gained this time . 
 
   [Pharaoh’s Treasure]
 
   – Rank: None
 
   – Effect: Magic Power is strengthened by the number of legendary items in your possession . 
 
   A newly acquired legendary skill, Pharaoh’s Treasure . (TL: they say legendary here, but not in the skill window, oddly enough)
 
   Just like a Pharaoh’s power depended on the number of items buried in his grave, it was a skill that strengthened the user’s magic power based on how many legendary items they were in possession of . 
 
   ‘Possessing means what you’re wearing and what’s stored in your inventory . ’
 
   However, the thing, in Kim Woo-jin’s opinion, that truly made the skill powerful was that it did not only consider equipped items . 
 
   ‘Items worn by my skeletons are also counted . ’
 
   The fact that the items worn by Kim Woo-jin’s skeletons would also be counted, meant that Kim Woo-jin could enjoy the skill’s effects without limit . 
 
   These were the two reasons . 
 
   ‘I became much stronger than I expected . ’
 
   His power had grown more than he anticipated . 
 
   This wasn’t bragging or narcissism either . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had never been a person who tolerated such feelings . 
 
   ‘If it’s this much then I can clear 4 Floor dungeons with just Isaac Ivanov and Lee Jin-ah without having to add Kim Woo-jin . ’
 
   What Kim Woo-jin was paying attention to, was the fact that he would be able to handle 4 Floor dungeons without needing the card called Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   This was in fact very important . 
 
   When winning a gamble, it wasn’t always necessary to win with strong cards . 
 
   If you could save a card, then it would be smart to save it . 
 
   Then you could use the card you saved in another situation . 
 
   While his thoughts ran wild, Kim Woo-jin finished revising his plan . 
 
   He immediately picked up his phone . 
 
   -What’s up?
 
   He’d called Oh Se-chan . 
 
   “I have a request, is that alright?”
 
   -You don’t want to borrow money, do you?
 
   “Not that . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   -Then anything is possible . So what do you need? 
 
   “I’ll have to kill him again . ”
 
   -Huh? Who? Lee Jin-ah? Ah, I thought you’d say something like that . Did you do something stupid again?
 
   …
 
   There were two reasons why the Messiah Guild received special treatment . 
 
   One was that they were recognized as the saviors who would save the world . 
 
   The other was that they were always the first to attack high ranked dungeons . 
 
   In fact, the latter reason was the true reason why the Messiah Guild received special treatment . 
 
   There were many who claimed to be saviors, but only the Messiah Guild consistently showed true results . 
 
   On February 21, 2024, the Messiah Guild once again tried to prove that fact . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild begins an attack on a 7 Floor dungeon!]
 
   [Lee Se-jun is saving the world once again!]
 
   The Messiah Guild’s team, led by Lee Se-jun, started the first ever attack on a 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   Everyone in the world was paying attention to this moment . 
 
   And those who were in control of the world began to feel a bit nervous . 
 
   “What if the Messiah Guild actually succeeds in the 7 Floor Dungeon?”
 
   “Their influence will increase again . ”
 
   That was because the ripple effect that would be caused by the Messiah Guild’s attack was inevitable . 
 
   However, the opposite was equally as bad . 
 
   “But what if they fail?”
 
   What if the Messiah Guild failed to clear the 7 Floor dungeon?
 
   No one knew what would happen then . 
 
   “It would be extremely chaotic . ”
 
   However, it was clear that it would cause unspeakable chaos and confusion, which was why all the leaders of the world focused on the result of this 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   “Is that the end of your report?”
 
   “Yes, sir?”
 
   However, the Sword Saint was different . 
 
   While everyone was paying attention to the Messiah Guild, he was only paying attention to one person . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov…this guy is pretty amazing . ”
 
   All of his attention was focused on Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Of course, it was not because he actually thought he was amazing . In fact, the Sword Saint had never looked at him in a positive way . 
 
   “So, do you think you can kill him?”
 
   If one was to use an analogy, it was the same gaze that one would give to a cockroach that you felt deserved to die . 
 
   Miyazaki Sakura answered his question calmly . 
 
   “I don’t think it would be easy . ”
 
   It wasn’t the answer he wanted, but the sword saint didn’t blame her .  
 
   He could see it for himself . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The report on Isaac Ivanov had been surprising . Honestly, the Sword Saint had never expected Isaac Ivanov to be that strong . 
 
   Therefore the Sword Saint asked one more question . 
 
   “Do you think it would be possible with the Sealed Dungeon?”
 
   The Sealed Dungeon . 
 
   It was an A+ rank 4 Floor dungeon located near Mount Fuji that had appeared in 2021 .  
 
   It had been attempted 11 times before, and failed every time . 
 
   “That dungeon should be enough to deal with Isaac Ivanov . After all, even Master gave up at that time . ”
 
   And the Sword Saint was among them . 
 
   The Sword Saint, called Japan’s Messiah, had personally led a team to attack the dungeon .  
 
   Furthermore, he had even stood in front of the dungeon gate . 
 
   However, he didn’t attack it in the end . 
 
   There was only one reason .  
 
   He wasn’t confident he could clear it . 
 
   That was because it wasn’t a simple A+ rank dungeon .  
 
   Like the skilled players in the Messiah Guild, the Sword Saint usually only searched for A series dungeons . 
 
   Nevertheless, the reason he’d given up was because of the dungeon’s title . 
 
   “I’m sure even Isaac Ivanov can’t handle a Hellhound . ”
 
   Hellhound . 
 
   To face one of the worst monsters that could be found in a 4 Floor dungeon in an A+ rank dungeon was something that even the Sword Saint was not confident he could do . 
 
   And of course, Miyazaki Sakura did not think that Isaac Ivanov was so amazing that he could surpass even the Sword Saint . 
 
   “The problem is Isaac Ivanov’s teammates . ”
 
   But when his teammates were also added then the story would change . 
 
   “Among them, Kim Woo-jin’s existence is probably the trickiest . ”
 
   Miyazaki Sakura closed her eyes as she said these words . 
 
   It was as she’d said . 
 
   No matter how powerful Isaac Ivanov was, it was impossible to clear a dungeon alone .  
 
   It didn’t matter even if the number of players increased . After all, the success of a dungeon attack wasn’t dependent on the number of players . 
 
   Quality was definitely better than quantity, especially when dealing with boss monsters like the Hellhound . 
 
   And in that regard, Kim Woo-jin’s value was quite high . 
 
   “Moreover, the Blood Golem skill is now in Kim Woo-jin’s hands . If you add Kim Woo-jin’s power to Isaac Ivanov’s then it’s hard to determine the result . ”
 
   And it was actually none other than the Yamato Federation who gave Kim Woo-jin such a weapon . 
 
   “Ah, one moment please . ”
 
   Suddenly, Miyazaki Sakura stopped speaking and focused her attention on what she was hearing from an earphone in her ear . 
 
   Her expression changed . 
 
   “Master, we have a problem . ”
 
   “What is it?”
 
   “That…it seems Kim Woo-jin died . ” (TL:…woah…)
 
   In truth, the Sword Saint was not surprised by these words . Instead, he spoke in a cold, subdued tone . 
 
   “If that’s true, then I’ll have to speak to Isaac Ivanov personally . ”
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   In an era where the world had been transformed into a game, players were given elevated status simply because they were players . 
 
   Unsurprisingly, countless normal people were dissatisfied with this fact and constantly criticized the players for being treated beyond their actual ability . 
 
   The public’s opinion toward players only got worse as time passed . 
 
   Nevertheless, the treatment the players received continued to improve, with no signs of worsening . 
 
   The reason was simple . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin of the Phoenix Guild has died . ]
 
   And whenever they heard the news of a player’s death, the public had no choice but to admit it . 
 
   -Wasn’t Kim Woo-jin okay?
 
   ㄴNews kept coming saying that he was in a bad condition . 
 
    ㄴBut isn’t this too sudden?
 
     ㄴPlayers are like that . They all just die suddenly . 
 
      ㄴHe wouldn’t have died if he wasn’t Isaac Ivanov’s teammate…
 
      ㄴ He was a great player . 
 
   While it wasn’t true for all players, people still had to admit to the fact that the players risked their lives to clear dungeons and therefore deserved the treatment . 
 
   So people paid tribute to the hero’s death . 
 
   Of course, not everyone celebrated . 
 
   “What about Park Yong-wan?”
 
   Some began calculating the profits or loss caused by the death . 
 
   “It is said that Park Yong-wan is currently in a 6 Floor dungeon, but even then his side is quieter than usual . ”
 
   “It seems Park Yong-wan basically concealed Kim Woo-jin’s presence within the Phoenix Guild . Even Park Yong-wan’s people are unable to move because they are unsure of what to do . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan was, of course, the latter . 
 
   “Because Park Yong-wan is a greedy guy . He absolutely can’t tolerate one of his trump cards getting burned . I would love to see Park Yong-wan’s face when he hears the news after leaving the dungeon . ”
 
   No, in the first place, it could only be the latter . 
 
   “And I wonder how he’d feel after if he found out that Kim Woo-jin was actually still alive . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   After all, it was Oh Se-chan himself who ‘killed’ Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “I’m really curious as to how much he will pay for Kim Woo-jin’s funeral . There’s no way that Park Yong-wan would just pay 30,000 won for some Yukgaejang(1), right?”
 
   “Well, are you planning to hold a funeral too?”
 
   “Naturally, it was a joke . Are you sure it’ll be a real funeral? Huh? What’s with that look? Wouldn’t it be holding three funerals for one person?”
 
   It wasn’t just about the killing, but also a way to profit from it . 
 
   It would be strange if Oh Se-chan didn’t try to do so . 
 
   “No, what do you think I am…ah, that . Just forget about it . How are things on the Sword Saint’s side?”
 
   “There haven’t been any movements . But boss, was this how it was supposed to be?”
 
   At that time, the subordinate couldn’t help but ask Oh Se-chan . 
 
   “How it was supposed to be?”
 
   “Wasn’t the one who was supposed to be killed by the Sword Saint’s people Isaac Ivanov instead of Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   It was a valid question . 
 
   As they said, it was the Bow God’s desire to get rid of Kim Woo-jin, and the Sword Saint was acting in his absence . 
 
   That was it . 
 
   “Wouldn’t it be big news if they tried to kill Kim Woo-jin but ended up killing Isaac Ivanov instead?”
 
   They tried to kill Kim Woo-jin but Isaac Ivanov got in the way, although Isaac Ivanov wasn’t the target . 
 
   “Moreover, the death of Kim Woo-jin might cause some problems, but Japan just finished handing out the compensation didn’t they?”
 
   What’s more, Kim Woo-jin’s death would not cause any significant losses to Japan or the Yamato Federation . 
 
   They had already given humane compensation for the previous terrorist incident, and Isaac Ivanov had received it on behalf of Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   In such a situation, they could no longer ask Japan for anything, and even if they did, there was no guarantee that Japan would respond . 
 
   “Is it possible for Park Yong-wan’s side to do something?”
 
   Additionally, since Kim Woo-jin’s biggest and most powerful sponsor, Park Yong-wan, was not there to do anything, the probability was near zero . 
 
   While his subordinate was talking, Oh Se-chan nodded . 
 
   “Right, that’s it . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   The subordinate tilted his head at Oh Se-chan’s words . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   That was because he hadn’t expected Oh Se-chan to give an affirmation so easily . 
 
   Oh Se-chan continued . 
 
   “Like you said, from the perspective of the Sword Saint or the Bow God, there’s no reason to target Isaac Ivanov . So what will the Sword Saint’s side do? Would he go to Izakaya and get sake with some skewers?”
 
   A smile stretched across Oh Se-chan’s face . 
 
   “Or would he meet with Isaac Ivanov to improve relations after the obstacle, Kim Woo-jin, had been removed?”
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   When asked that question, the subordinate no longer looked confused, instead, they shot Oh Se-chan a look of understanding . 
 
   Oh Se-chan’s smile deepened at the gaze . 
 
   “No matter how you look at it, the Sword Saint is definitely wealthier than Park Yong-wan . ”
 
   It was a smile that was happier than ever . 
 
   …
 
   [Did Kim Woo-jin kill himself?!]
 
   [Kim Woo-jin’s death is Japan’s responsibility!]
 
   After his death, many people were angered, and they blamed Japan for Kim Woo-jin’s demise . 
 
   Of course, Japan’s reaction to the public’s opinion was to be expected . 
 
   [Japan, ‘This was only an unforeseen accident’ . ]
 
   [Japan, ‘We already gave our humanitarian compensation to Kim Woo-jin’ . ]
 
   The Japanese government held that it was an unfortunate accident that the government couldn’t take responsibility for, and that they had already given the requested compensation . 
 
   -Those damn ****** bastards!
 
   -Those ****** bastards should get hit with a nuclear missile . Does it make sense that it’s not their responsibility when their players attack foreign players?
 
   This caused the public opinion to explode, especially the anti-Japanese sentiment of the Korean populace .  
 
   Naturally, the public opinion only continued to worsen . 
 
   The Sword Saint made his move when this opinion reached its peak . 
 
   [The Sword Saint offers to meet Isaac Ivanov?]
 
   [The Sword Saint wants to offer compensation for the death of Kim Woo-jin!]
 
   Rumors began circulating that the Sword Saint was going to personally compensate them on behalf of the Japanese Government . 
 
   “This makes it impossible to refuse the meeting . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   This tactic caused Isaac Ivanov to be unable to refuse the meeting with the Sword Saint . 
 
   After all, the meeting wasn’t for him but in the name of his colleague who died because of him, Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   If he refused to attend, it would be like him giving up his free pass qualification, which he obtained at that very teammate’s expense . 
 
   “Are you really going to meet the Sword Saint?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin was surprised by the enthusiasm Lee Jin-ah was currently displaying . 
 
   “Are you interested in meeting the Sword Saint?”
 
   “Of course I am!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah answered immediately, his excitement was palpable . 
 
   “It’s the Sword Saint! Japan’s strongest player!”
 
   Kim Was a little shocked by his reaction .  
 
   After all, it was the first time he’d seen Lee Jin-ah react in this way because of another player . 
 
   Moreover, Lee Jin-ah’s actions weren’t because of anger or frustration .  
 
   Rather it was clear that he held the Sword Saint in high regard . 
 
   ‘Is the Sword Saint his role model?’
 
   Just from looking at his reaction, it was clear that the Sword Saint was someone that Lee Jin-ah respected greatly . 
 
   When Kim Woo-jin made a gesture for him to continue talking, Lee Jin-ah immediately spoke with excitement covering his face . 
 
   “Isn’t it normal to act in such a way when you’re going to meet one of the most exceptional human beings?”
 
   “I see . ”
 
   “Are you going to meet at a fancy restaurant?” (TL: shouldn’t have expected anything less from Lee Jin-ah)
 
   “That’s also a possibility . ”
 
   “Then make sure to bring back delicious food . ”
 
   At those words, Kim Woo-jin turned his cold eyes to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   From his face, Kim Woo-jin knew that Lee Jin-ah was not joking, and was instead actually filled with anticipation . 
 
   “There’s no need for me to do that since you’ll be coming with me . ”
 
   “Me too?”
 
   “Because you are in the position that suffers the most damage . Naturally, it’s important for you to also meet the Sword Saint . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   When he heard that, Lee Jin-ah lifted his arms and shouted . 
 
   “Wow! I’m finally going to be treated to an expensive Japanese meal!”
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled slightly . 
 
   “You seem happy . ”
 
   “Naturally! Do you know how hungry I was when I saw you eating alone the other day? At that time I had to eat convenience store food and even after that I was starving!”
 
   If Oh Se-chan heard this, he would definitely have had something to say, but Kim Woo-jin didn’t pay attention to it . 
 
   “I’m glad you’re excited about it . ”
 
   It was then . 
 
   Woowoong . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s feature phone vibrated, and after a short conversation, he spoke again . 
 
   “The venue has been decided . ”
 
   “Where are we going?”
 
   “It’s the best sushi restaurant in Japan . ”
 
   “R-, really?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah covered his mouth with both hands as if he was truly excited . 
 
   “I’m so happy I think I’ll get dizzy . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin then spoke to him . 
 
   “Then you definitely want to go to the meeting?”
 
   “I’d be an idiot if I said no! Even if you chop off both my legs, I’d find a way to attend!”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded, satisfied by Lee Jin-ah’s burning will . 
 
   “Alright, then I’ll explain the plan to you now . ”
 
   “Yeah tell me what the plan is! I’ll do anything . ”
 
   “The plan is…”
 
   Kim Woo-jin slowly explained the plan to Lee Jin-ah who was more excited than ever . 
 
   (Note: 
 
   1 . Yukgaejang or spicy beef soup is a spicy, soup-like Korean dish made from shredded beef with scallions and other ingredients, which are simmered together for a long time . )
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   The best sushi restaurant in Japan had a price of 50,000 yen per person for a normal meal and at least 100,000 for an expensive one . 
 
   Nevertheless, this place where reservations were always filled and one had to make one at least half a year in advance, was now completely silent . 
 
   It wasn’t closed . 
 
   Instead, there were three guests sitting in a private room, and the owner of the restaurant, called a craftsman, was making sushi with all his heart in the kitchen . 
 
   This proved that these three people had booked the entire venue . 
 
   “It’s an honor to finally meet you . ”
 
   It was also evidence that the influence of the Sword Saint, who had chosen this place, exceeded common sense . 
 
   “Miyazaki Sakura . ”
 
   Miyazaki Sakura, who came to meet them on behalf of the Sword Saint, greeted him in English while looking at the front . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov and his teammate were the other two . 
 
   “I’m sorry about the incident with Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   Miyazaki Sakura then bowed toward them, and Kim Woo-jin, who was dressed as Isaac Ivanov, simply nodded . 
 
   “I’m truly sorry for your loss . ”
 
   After her repeated consolation, Kim Woo-jin finally spoke . 
 
   “It is a big loss . But bigger than that is the fact that someone, who no one else can replace, is now gone . ”
 
   “His poison was indeed special…”
 
   “And that means we will need to make big changes to our future plans . ”
 
   Miyazaki Sakura narrowed her eyes a bit at Kim Woo-jin who kept talking without caring about cutting off her words . 
 
   “What are your future plans?”
 
   She directly asked this question without trying to mask it . 
 
   “It has always been my goal to clear dungeons that no one else has been able to . ”
 
   It was a pretty stereotypical goal that one could hear from any hot blooded male .  
 
   However, the words seemed to carry more weight when they were said by Isaac Ivanov .  
 
   ‘He’s insane . ’
 
   Miyazaki Sakura was also able to catch a glimpse of madness that could not be easily interpreted, from Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Faced with that madness, she said . 
 
   “How fortunate . I think this meeting was truly worthwhile . ”
 
   “Worthwhile?”
 
   “Isaac Ivanov, we would like to help you achieve that goal . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   When he heard the proposal, Kim Woo-jin asked . 
 
   “Like Park Yong-wan?”
 
   Miyazaki Sakura laughed at the question . 
 
   “Park Yong-wan is the Phoenix Guild’s greatest player . But he still cannot hope to compare to the Sword Saint . ”
 
   It was a straightforward statement . 
 
   In normal situations, such straightforwardness might be considered offensive, or lead to problems . 
 
   But at that moment, Miyazaki Sakura was sure .  
 
   ‘Isaac Ivanov is the type who is only interested in attacking dungeons . I’m sure he will choose whatever is most advantageous to clear a dungeon . ’
 
   She knew that against types like Isaac Ivanov, this kind of straightforwardness was the best strategy . 
 
   “Pardon my intrusion . ”
 
   Then the door opened and the food was brought out . 
 
   A huge amount of sushi was artfully lined on a large platter .  
 
   It was a sight that was almost impossible to see in such an upscale sushi restaurant which served more for the taste . 
 
   Of course, it wasn’t because the chef decided to make so much sushi on their own . 
 
   “You said your teammate is a big eater, so I ordered a lot . ”
 
   It was only made after forcing the sushi chef to put aside his pride in an effort to fill a large stomach . 
 
   It was a result that could never be bought with money . 
 
   “I can proudly say that this is the best sushi that you would ever taste in this world . ”
 
   As the meal was brought to the table, Miyazaki Sakura proudly began to introduce the dishes . 
 
   “It’s not something that Korea could ever hope to compare to . ”
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   Bang!
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who was beside Kim Woo-jin, struck the sushi platter with his fist . (TL: I bet he was crying inside as he did that)
 
   The sushi as well as the table were shattered . 
 
   At the same time, Lee Jin-ah shouted loudly to Kim Woo-jin in Russian . 
 
   “Ivanov! Woo-jin didn’t die for this! If this is what you want to do, I’d rather go to the Messiah Guild!”
 
   After saying that, Lee Jin-ah walked out of the wrecked room . 
 
   Miyazaki Sakura’s expression froze a bit . 
 
   On the other side, Kim Woo-jin spoke . 
 
   “He feels that Kim Woo-jin’s death was his fault . At the same time, he still has some hostility towards Japan . That’s why I can’t accept your offer . ”
 
   As he said those words, Kim Woo-jin stood up . 
 
   “I apologize for the inconvenience . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   A sound came from the earphone in Miyazaki Sakura’s ear as he bowed his head slightly and left the room . 
 
   – I heard everything . 
 
   It was the voice of the Sword Saint who had been listening to the conversation through eavesdropping equipment . 
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   – I think it’s better to recruit the teammate first and then Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   – Is it possible?
 
   “We’ll have to figure it out . But do you really want to recruit them?”
 
   – What do you think?
 
   Miyazaki Sakura answered this question without hesitation . 
 
   “There are people who are willing to attack dungeons that no one managed to clear before . I think their utility value is endless . That must be why a person like Park Yong-wan was willing to invest so much in them . ”
 
   There was a moment of silence . 
 
   – What do you need?
 
   After the silence, the Sword Saint’s voice was heard once again . 
 
   “I think I’ll need at least a legendary item to win them over . However, they are already among the best when it comes to items . It is believed that they have at least four legendary items . Their armor is made from Hatchling leather . The only thing that we could use to negotiate with them is…”
 
   – Is the Nemean Lion’s leather, that’s what you want to say, right?
 
   After a moment of hesitation, Miyazaki Sakura replied . 
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   – The conditions are too expensive to consider . 
 
   It was impossible .  
 
   With that statement, the conversation with the Sword Saint ended . 
 
   After the conversation, Miyazaki Sakura also came back to her senses . The messy scene appeared in her eyes once again . 
 
   ‘If it’s left as it is, Isaac Ivanov and his party will become hostile toward Japan . And if he continues growing at this rate…it will surely become a headache . ’
 
   As she looked at the messy floor, one thought remained in her head . 
 
   ‘We have to get them to join us somehow . Or kill them now, while we still can . ’
 
   …
 
   An abandoned house outside of Tokyo . 
 
   Vroom!
 
   A small light car drove into the garage of this abandoned house with a small hum .  
 
   After a while, the humming of the car stopped . 
 
   “Fuck . ”
 
   And a curse sounded out instead . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The voice behind the curse was none other than Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Fuck!”
 
   Now disguised as a third person, he stepped out of the car and walked into the abandoned house, unable to hold back his anger . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was dressed as a middle-aged man, couldn’t help but laugh at his appearance . 
 
   “It’s pretty unfortunate that you didn’t get to eat any sushi . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s expression crumpled when he heard that . 
 
   “What do you think I am? Do you think I am someone who just gets made because of something like sushi?”
 
   “Aren’t you?”
 
   At Kim Woo-jin’s question, Lee Jin-ah crumpled even more . 
 
   “No, I’m not…it’s not just that . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded at that . 
 
   ‘Even if it was planned, it wasn’t a pleasant situation . ’
 
   Of course, Lee Jin-ah’s angry outburst was planned in advance . 
 
   However, even though he was just supposed to be acting, Lee Jin-ah was in a situation where he really became upset . 
 
   Wasn’t it still a situation where he was cozying up to the ones who tried to kill him before?
 
   It would be strange if he hadn’t been upset . 
 
   “I understand . ”
 
   Because of that, Kim Woo-jin was able to understand Lee Jin-ah’s words . 
 
   “You see? Isn’t it too bad that we didn’t even have appetizers? Dammit, the tofu they served as an appetizer looked really good…”
 
   When he heard that, Kim Woo-jin finally shot a ridiculous gaze at Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   However, Lee Jin-ah, who was completely unaware of this, spoke with a calmer expression . 
 
   “Everything went according to play, but will they still try to get us? Don’t you think their pride will stop them? This is the Sword Saint and his people after all . ”
 
   At Lee Jin-ah’s question, Kim Woo-jin explained briefly . 
 
   “If it was just the Sword Saint, then it would be impossible . ”
 
   Inside the abandoned house, there was some food and communication equipment .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin stood in front of a radio after checking the time . 
 
   ‘There are four minutes left . ’
 
   As he thought this, Kim Woo-jin threw a bag of bread and what appeared to be disaster relief food at Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “But the story is different because of the Miyazaki Sakura that we met today . ”
 
   “Do you know each other? Was all of that an act?”
 
   “We were in a dungeon together, but the situation that time was different . ”
 
   Miyazaki Sakura . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin, who killed the Sword Saint, had fought with Miyazaki Sakura .  
 
   And since he might have had to fight her, Kim Woo-jin made sure to get detailed information . 
 
   Thanks to this, Kim Woo-jin knew the woman named Miyazaki Sakura . 
 
   “Because her role is to clean up the area to ensure that the Sword Saint’s actions are uninhibited . ”
 
   She was basically the Sword Saint’s janitor . 
 
   A very good janitor who moved to clean up an area before the Sword Saint could even point it out . 
 
   “So she’ll clean us up? Won’t she just cut us off?”
 
   “She can’t do that . ”
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin could already estimate the moves that Miyazaki Sakura would make . 
 
   “If the Sword Saint’s side decides to not take us in, then there’s only one other place we would go . ”
 
   “Park Yong-wan?”
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   If Japan was to let Isaac Ivanov slip through their fingers at this point, the next person that Isaac Ivanov would partner with was without a doubt, Park Yong-wan . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had died, but that didn’t mean that Park Yong-wan’s reason for supporting Isaac Ivanov had disappeared . 
 
   Instead, since Kim Woo-jin was no longer in the picture, it was highly likely that Park Yong-wan would support him even more . 
 
   “It’s obvious how Park Yong-wan, who lost a good card like Kim Woo-jin, would view Japan . ”
 
   Moreover, it was a foregone conclusion that Park Yong-wan would hold very high hostility to Japan for Kim Woo-jin’s death . 
 
   To be precise, it would be hostility toward a group trying to lay their hands on his interests . 
 
   Wasn’t Isaac Ivanov one of Park Yong-wan’s greatest cards?
 
   So what would happen when he already didn’t have good feelings toward Japan?
 
   “There’s no way the janitor would leave a situation that would only become worse if it was left alone . ”
 
   From Miyazaki Sakura’s perspective, she could not leave this situation to progress as it was . 
 
   “And if the situation goes south, she will be the one who will get blamed and take responsibility . The Sword Saint would not have to bear any responsibility . ”
 
   “Then what will she do? Will she call us to the restaurant for sushi again?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t answer Lee Jin-ah who was practically brimming with anticipation, instead, he simply checked his watch and spoke while looking at the radio . 
 
   “It’s one of two things . ”
 
   “Two things?”
 
   “Either they’ll try to win you over . Or they’ll offer me a card that’s even more attractive than you . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin put his index finger to his lips before picking up the radio in front of him . 
 
   Immediately after . 
 
   “Oh Se-chan, find a bar for me . A good place for a big guy who likes to drink . And don’t forget to pass it on to the Sword Saint’s side . ”
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   In a tatami room(1) filled with the deep fragrance of tea, the Sword Saint was calmly cleaning a Katana .  
 
   This was the Sword Saint’s only hobby . 
 
   “Master . ”
 
   And it was Miyazaki Sakura who interrupted him as he did this .  
 
   As she entered the room, she called out to the Sword Saint . 
 
   “Either we grasp it in our hands or handle it before it gets into someone else . It can only be one of these options . ”
 
   As she said this, the Sword Saint’s expression was even sharper than the blade in his hands . 
 
   “What do you think?”
 
   “It would be good if we can hold it in our hands . ”
 
   “So what do you need?”
 
   “The Nemean Lion’s leather . ”
 
   As she said this, the Sword Saint stared at her . 
 
   The Nemean Lion’s leather was not something that could be given out easily, so when she had asked the first time, he told her it was impossible . 
 
   But Miyazaki Sakura had once again requested it . 
 
   Had it been anyone else, the Sword Saint would not have tolerated it the first time . 
 
   “You’ve never pressed for something so much . ”
 
   However, the one standing in front of him was the disciple who had never let the Sword Saint down . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Tell me what you’re planning . ”
 
   Miyazaki Sakura nodded and said . 
 
   “We don’t actually need to give them the item per se . We can give them a player to use the item . ”
 
   The Sword Saint gestured with his chin for her to continue . 
 
   “It’s the same method that Park Yong-wan used . Just like he strengthened his relationship with Isaac Ivanov by making Kim Woo-jin his teammate, we can also do the same . Isaac Ivanoc would also take it as increasing his own power . ”
 
   It was a reasonable offer rather than giving the item to him directly . 
 
   “What if Isaac Ivanov’s teammate refuses?”
 
   The problem was that it wasn’t Isaac Ivanov who was against the possibility of partnership, but his teammate . 
 
   After all, wasn’t it Isaac Ivanov’s teammate who ruined their previous meeting?
 
   Would he be able to accept a new teammate from the Sword Saint’s side? 
 
   “There’s a high chance that he’ll refuse . ”
 
   Of course, there was almost no doubt about that . 
 
   “So we should use this opportunity to get rid of him . ”
 
   “Get rid of him?”
 
   That’s why Miyazaki Sakura made a new plan . 
 
   “I’ll show Isaac Ivanov that there are better talents out there than his teammate . ”
 
   To change Isaac Ivanov’s team . 
 
   Those words made the Sword Saint’s eyes narrow . 
 
   “Is it possible?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Recently, it has been confirmed that Isaac Ivanov’s teammate has been frequenting a new bar . It seems their relationship isn’t as close as it used to be . ”
 
   The Sword Saint’s narrowed eyes became cold when she said that . 
 
   Was that all?
 
   When she saw this, Miyazaki Sakura hurried to explain . 
 
   “First of all, I clearly saw the madness in Isaac Ivanov’s eyes . He would do whatever it took to attack dungeons . ”
 
   Only then did the Sword Saint close his narrowed eyes . 
 
   “What do you need?”
 
   “Give the Nemean Lion’s leather to the three Ishikawa siblings . They would be much better than Isaac Ivanov’s current teammate . ”
 
   “How would you show that?”
 
   “Make Isaac Ivanov challenge the Hellhound dungeon with the Ishikawa siblings . Together, their chances of clearing it are incredibly high . After that, Isaac Ivanov would surely want the Ishikawa siblings to become his teammates . ”
 
   “And what will Isaac Ivanov’s teammate do?”
 
   Miyazaki Sakura laughed at that question . 
 
   “If he has his own pride then he will leave on his own . And if he doesn’t have pride then we can simply force him out . ”
 
   The Sword Saint didn’t ask any more questions . 
 
   This was a sign of approval . 
 
   …
 
   “Just as expected . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan, who was looking at a monitor, immediately called out to one of his subordinates . 
 
   “Do you know the three Ishikawa siblings?”
 
   When asked this question, the subordinate nodded as though it was natural . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Of course I know . Aren’t they one of the hottest groups of talents in 4 Floor dungeons in Japan currently?”
 
   The three Ishikawa siblings . 
 
   They consisted of twin brothers and a younger sister, as one could tell from their name, and they were among the most famous players active in 4 Floor dungeons in Japan . 
 
   There were many reasons for their fame . 
 
   Since they were players under the Sword Saint, they received active support from the Japanese media as well as support on a national level, so it would be strange if they weren’t well known . 
 
   “Their skill as tanks are top notch . ”
 
   However, the biggest reason for their fame was the fact that all three siblings were capable of taking on the role of tank to face monsters . 
 
   And there were no shortcomings in their ability . 
 
   “There’s even a saying that whenever an A rank dungeon appears, three spots are always reserved for the three siblings . ”
 
   This was evidenced by the fact that they had already successfully cleared nine A rank or higher dungeons . 
 
   “It seems the Sword Saint’s side is trying to attach the three Ishikawa siblings to Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   The Sword Saint’s people had offered to have this celebrity group support Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “Huh? But doesn’t he have Lee Jin-ah?”
 
   “They want to give him a better tank than Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   “Is there a reason for that?”
 
   “Because they are reluctant to just hand the item over . They’d rather give someone the item instead . After all, if they just give the item then that’s it, but if they manage to attach their people, then the relationship could continue . ”
 
   It wasn’t difficult to grasp the Sword Saint’s intentions . 
 
   That’s why Oh Se-chan burst out laughing . 
 
   “They’re really looking down on Jin-ah . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The reason why the Sword Saint’s people, who had definitely investigated Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah, were able to make such a decision was because they were confident that they could replace Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   In other words, it meant that they were sure the three Ishikawa siblings were better than Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Anyway, the scenario will probably go like this . The Sword Saint seems to have an undisclosed A+ rank dungeon . They will ask Isaac Ivanov to attack this dungeon, and attach a helper while they’re at it . ”
 
   “And that helper will be the three Ishikawa siblings . ”
 
   “But do you know what’s needed to attack an A+ dungeon?”
 
   “Verification is necessary to attack dungeons above B rank . ”
 
   “Right, they need to be verified . ”
 
   The risk of failure was so great that even if the players were asked to attack, they still needed to verify through a B rank or higher dungeon that they were qualified to attack . 
 
   Of course, this was only the case for publicly disclosed dungeons . 
 
   There was no need to do so for a dungeon that had been hidden away . 
 
   The Sword Saint’s side would reveal one of their hidden cards . 
 
   “Well, the odds of Isaac Ivanov failing to verify are practically zero . He would naturally attack the A+ rank dungeon . And the moment they clear the dungeon, the Japanese media would wrap it up like this . ”
 
   Naturally, there was a reason to reveal this card . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov and the three Ishikawa siblings save the world!”
 
   Through that card, they would paint the image that Isaac Ivanov and the three Ishikawa siblings were now teammates . 
 
   “So will you accept it?”
 
   “That’s not for me to decide . ”
 
   Only then did Oh Se-chan explain his reason for calling his subordinate . 
 
   “I want you to summarize everything I just told you and tell it to Kim Woo-jin . ”
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   “This is the conversation we had with the Sword Saint’s team . They would like us to clear an A+ rank dungeon, and they said that they would send three talented players to assist us . Naturally, I accepted their offer . ”
 
   After saying this, Kim Woo-jin raised his head to look at Lee Jin-ah and found that his entire body was shaking . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled at this scene . 
 
   ‘He must be angry . ’
 
   It must have been the first time that Lee Jin-ah was disregarded to such an extent .  
 
   With his personality, was it even possible for him to be calm after something like this?
 
   “Kuh!”
 
   Eventually, as though he could no longer control his anger, a harsh sound popped out of Lee Jin-ah’s mouth . 
 
   Then he shouted . 
 
   “I’ll finally be free!”
 
   Kim Woo-jin tilted his head slightly when he heard that . 
 
   However, immersed in his excitement, Lee Jin-ah got up from his seat and began doing a slight dance . 
 
   “Hahaha! Finally, there are bastards coming to take my place!”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s gaze turned cold . 
 
   “What’s that supposed to mean?”
 
   However, instead of flinching at his harsh gaze like usual, Lee Jin-ah instead gave him a dazzling smile . 
 
   “Aren’t you saying that the Sword Saint is sending a team to replace me? I’ll finally be able to escape this hellish time . ”
 
   As he said this, Lee Jin-ah looked up at the sky . 
 
   “It was worth it to pray to God for salvation from this hell every day before I ate . I prayed over ten times a day so he had no choice but to listen . ”
 
   When he saw this, Kim Woo-jin pressed his hand to his temple for the first time . 
 
   Only then did Kim Woo-jin remember . 
 
   ‘Right, this is the Immortal, Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   The person in front of him had been the only person who’d managed to survive him when he was a hunting dog . 
 
   He was a true monster . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin had no intention of letting Lee Jin-ah continue his little shoulder dance . 
 
   “Their plan is like this . They will surely provoke you since they believe that our relationship is currently getting worse . Then they will make you respond with something like ‘the losing side has to leave Isaac Ivanov’s team’ . This condition…”
 
   Lee Jin-ah interrupted without stopping his dance . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Do you hate it?”
 
   When he said that, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes went past the level of cold and instead seemed to shine blue . 
 
   However, Lee Jin-ah still didn’t back down . 
 
   “That I’m holding the reins now?”
 
   There was no way Lee Jin-ah didn’t understand the situation . 
 
   “How long did you think I’d let you beat me down? I, Lee Jin-ah, am a man who will not be satisfied until I have repaid you 10 times for what you have done to me . ”
 
   As he’d said, Lee Jin-ah was the one holding the reins, the one who had to make the decision . 
 
   “Now, let’s talk slowly while filling our stomachs . Order 10 servings of sushi to be delivered . Of course, you will be paying with your own money . Ah, you know that I can’t have sushi without having Tuna belly, Sea Urchin and Salmon roe, right? So make sure to order those . ”
 
   And this Lee Jin-ah was now arrogantly ordering Kim Woo-jin to buy food for him . 
 
   After a moment, Kim Woo-jin nodded, his cold gaze fixed upon Lee Jin-ah’s face . 
 
   “Fine . ”
 
   He accepted the request . 
 
   “Huh? Fine?”
 
   Instead, it was Lee Jin-ah who was surprised by his acceptance . 
 
   “But I won’t order delivery sushi, instead, I will personally go to a fancy sushi restaurant and bring the sushi to you directly . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin continued to speak in the same flat tone . 
 
   “I will also pay for it with my own money . ”
 
   When he heard this, Lee Jin-ah subconsciously stopped doing his jig .  
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin didn’t stop talking . 
 
   “I’ll buy enough so that you can eat till you even sweat wasabi . ”
 
   His cold gaze shook Lee Jin-ah’s soul . 
 
   “So I hope you don’t disappoint me . ”
 
   Only then did Lee Jin-ah realise . 
 
   ‘I’m fucked . ’
 
   Getting free food from a cheapskate like Kim Woo-jin was like making a deal with the devil . 
 
   …
 
   One of the peculiarities of Japanese politics was that they were very exclusive . 
 
   To put it more bluntly, it was backwards, and because of how backwards it was, some groups appeared to have full control of the political scene . 
 
   This fact only intensified following the world’s transformation . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The Japanese political scene became controlled by one group, the Yamato Federation . 
 
   The supreme authority that the leader of the Yamato Federation, the Sword Saint, had, was in no way different to a dictatorship . 
 
   [The Sword Saint supports Isaac Ivanov!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov challenges A+ rank dungeon with the support of the Sword Saint . ]
 
   [The three Ishikawa siblings known as the Iron Wall, will become Isaac Ivanov’s new teammates!]
 
   It only took three days to create the stage he wanted . 
 
   It was a great show of strength . 
 
   After all, it was a stage created to publicize the targeting of none other than an A+ rank 4 Floor dungeon .  
 
   Money was one thing, but didn’t it also mean that they had to gather hundreds of players at or above level 100 to participate?
 
   This was something that was impossible to accomplish in three days without utilising the entire country’s ability and influence . 
 
   In other words, this was evidence that the Sword Saint could do as he pleased in the country of Japan . 
 
   ‘He’s really influential . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was on the receiving end of this preferential treatment, couldn’t help but be surprised . 
 
   Furthermore, if Kim Woo-jin, who had an inkling of the Sword Saint’s influence could be this surprised, what of those who had been given a mission by him?
 
   ‘It must be terrifying to receive a mission like this . ’
 
   It wasn’t an exaggeration to say that they were overwhelmed . 
 
   “Ishikawa Yohei . ”
 
   Nevertheless, there was not even a shake in the eyes of the eldest of the Ishikawa siblings, Yohei Ishikawa, despite his fear . 
 
   Faced with a mission from the Sword Saint, which would be completely horrifying for others, he simply felt that it was an opportunity for them to show off . 
 
   It was an expression that didn’t quite suit his slightly dull appearance . 
 
   ‘Ishikawa Yohei . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin briefly recalled something in his head while shaking hands with the Japanese tank . 
 
   In Kim Woo-jin’s mind, there was a lot of information about the three Ishikawa siblings . 
 
   ‘They were ambitious enough to team up with Johann Georg after the Sword Saint died . Instead of being weighed down by the Sword Saint’s mission, he seems to be quite excited . ’
 
   This was because the three Ishikawa siblings had been subordinates of his greatest enemy, the King of Undead, Johann Georg . 
 
   Thanks to that, he knew more about the Ishikawa siblings than probably anyone else in the world . 
 
   ‘After all, it’s not like they’re not skilled . ’
 
   In addition, Kim Woo-jin would be among the first to admit that they were very talented . 
 
   This was evidenced by the fact that the King of Undead had been willing to work together with them . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   If they were not skilled enough, the King of Undead would not even care to use them as cannon fodder because it would be impossible for them to play an important role if they weren’t skilled . 
 
   Of course, their fate was the same as the rest of Kim Woo-jin’s enemies .  
 
   No one could survive the hunting dog’s pursuit .  
 
   “I look forward to our cooperation in this dungeon . ”
 
   While Kim Woo-jin was briefly recalling these things, Ishika Yohei spoke to him in a confident tone . 
 
   When he heard that, Kim Woo-jin glanced at Lee Jin-ah, who was beside him, for a moment before speaking in a cold tone . 
 
   “I haven’t yet recognized you as teammates . ”
 
   Ishikawa Yohei also glanced at Lee Jin-ah before speaking in English with a firm tone . 
 
   “It doesn’t matter . ”
 
   He then continued in Russian . 
 
   “After we complete this dungeon, you will admit that we are the best shields for you . ”
 
   His Russian was a bit awkward, showing that he didn’t actually know the language, and the words had been practiced beforehand . 
 
   There was no doubt . 
 
   “We will definitely show you . ”
 
   That Ishikawa Yohei was making an obvious provocation toward Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   If not, would he have bothered to practice a difficult language like Russian for this?
 
   Lee Jin-ah shot him a fierce look while Ishikawa Yohei simply smiled and continued . 
 
   “Then let’s clear the dungeon together . ”
 
   Thus the attack on a B rank dungeon as verification to challenge the A+ rank dungeon, began . 
 
   …
 
   Before attacking an A+ rank dungeon, the B rank dungeon that was used as a method of verification was usually one of two types . 
 
   A hunting type which required the players to hunt a specific amount of monsters, or a survival type which required them to survive a certain number of days . 
 
   In the case for this B rank dungeon, it was the latter . 
 
   [Survive 10 days on the last Floor!] (TL: I feel like the author ran out of dungeon names)
 
   – Floors: 4
 
   – Difficulty: B
 
   – Maximum number of entries: 231
 
   – Requirements: Level 115 and below
 
   – Conditions: Survive for 10 days on the 4th floor of the dungeon . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   – Reward: None
 
   ‘Survive for ten days on the last floor . ’
 
   It was not an easy dungeon . 
 
   It would be strange if it was easy to endure ten days on the last floor of a dungeon after the players were already mentally and physically tired . 
 
   Moreover, the difference in the monsters that could appear on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th floors could not be neglected . 
 
   There was also the possibility of a medium or higher difficulty boss appearing . 
 
   ‘It’s perfect for verification . ’
 
   This was why it was perfect . 
 
   It would be suicidal for players who could not even clear a dungeon like this, to challenge an A+ rank dungeon . 
 
   In addition, choosing such a dungeon wasn’t just about the ability to clear it . 
 
   After clearing this dungeon, the players who would be participating in the A+ rank dungeon attack would develop a good understanding of each other . 
 
   This was an opportunity for the players who were normally scattered to come together to become organised . 
 
   In addition, the best thing to keep the organised players in control was to appoint a leader . 
 
   “That’s the plan . ”
 
   The leader of this dungeon attack was Ishikawa Yohei . 
 
   ‘They set a good stage . ’
 
   Naturally, this was done intentionally . 
 
   They intended to highlight the value of the three Ishikawa siblings to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “We’ll follow whatever you plan to do . ”
 
   On the other hand, it was also a message from the Sword Saint . 
 
   A message that Japan would support him to the best of its ability as long as he took the Ishikawa siblings as his teammates . 
 
   In other words, the message was for him to get rid of the one he was using on his side, and join their side . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t interested in their message . 
 
   There was only one thing he was interested in . 
 
   ‘I’m sure they gave them a lot of items . ’
 
   The fact that the Sword Saint’s side had invested a lot into the Ishikawa siblings for this mission . 
 
   ‘If they gave them the Nemean Lion’s leather, then I wouldn’t need anything else . ’
 
   That was what Kim Woo-jin was aiming for this time . 
 
   “Then let’s get started . ”
 
    
    
 
    
  
 
  
 
  

 
   
    
      Published at 21st of October 2020 05:56:07 PM
 
     
   
 
  
 
   
   
     Due to deal restructure text to speech player is currently unavailable. Will find a solution soon. 
   
 
    
   
 
   
 Chapter 180 
   
 
   Kill The Hero – Chapter 180 – New Partner (5)
 
   
 
   
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   
 
   
 
   Translator: Seven
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   The role of the three Ishikawa siblings was simple . 
 
   They just had to perfectly defend against the monsters . 
 
   Although it was simple in theory, this task was not something that was easy to accomplish . 
 
   This was what made them so powerful . 
 
   The simpler something was, the less room there was for complications, and the easier it was for them to adapt based on the situation . 
 
   The Ishikawa siblings displayed this perfectly . 
 
   “Isaac!”
 
   It was the thirteenth day since they’d entered the dungeon, and while searching for a Spiny Lizard on the third floor, Isaac Ivanov and his party encountered a group of Lizardmen . 
 
   There were as many as thirty seven of them!
 
   Considering the strength of the Lizardmen, this number was not one they could afford to take lightly . 
 
   Moreover, since the number was so high, it was a situation where they had to properly defend the front line first before deciding on a tactic . 
 
   Under such circumstances, the Ishikawa siblings had to withstand the attacks of the thirty seven Lizardmen with just the three of them . 
 
   From a distance, it looked like they were being besieged, but they were, in fact, perfectly resisting the attacks that were pouring in from every direction . 
 
   Like this, they were able to perfectly grab the monsters’ aggro . 
 
   “Attack!”
 
   Because of this, the skeletons were able to comfortably surround the group of Lizardmen warriors without any hassle . 
 
   The result was obvious . 
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers, who had gained a tactical advantage, were able to easily overwhelm the group of Lizardmen . 
 
   Bang!
 
   “Keep going!”
 
   “Understood, brother . ”
 
   Even in such a situation, the Ishikawa siblings maintained their control over the Lizardmen, creating a stage for the Skeleton Soldiers to perform to the best of their ability . 
 
   It was great teamwork . 
 
   In fact, their teamwork was nothing short of perfect . 
 
   “Let’s continue . ”
 
   In other words, there was nothing for Lee Jin-ah to do . 
 
   That was why Lee Jin-ah was watching the battlefield from the side with a cold gaze . 
 
   Ishikawa Yohei smiled when he saw this . 
 
   ‘Just as planned . ’
 
   After entering the dungeon, Ishikawa Yohei took care of almost everything .  
 
   In addition to his role as tank, he was also the first to go search for monsters, study terrain, and even set up camp and cook . 
 
   By doing so, he completely removed any need for Isaac Ivanov’s teammate to do anything . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘He should be in a bad mood . ’
 
   It was something that would make anyone upset . 
 
   ‘After all, something like this would be difficult to bear . ’
 
   That was why Ishikawa Yohei was certain that Isaac Ivanov’s teammate would be feeling particularly upset at that moment, and he would be doing his utmost to not reveal the feelings he was bottling inside . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin felt the same way . 
 
   ‘It’ll be hard to bear . ’
 
   He also knew that Lee Jin-ah was trying hard to conceal his feelings at that moment . 
 
   Of course, it was a little different from the idea that Ishikawa Yohei had . 
 
   In Kim Woo-jin’s eyes, Lee Jin-ah was trying his very best to not smile happily at this moment . 
 
   In fact, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t feel more satisfied than at that very moment . 
 
   ‘I’ve never encountered players who would be this willing to suck up to someone . ’
 
   It was natural that he felt satisfied . 
 
   After all, this was a situation where his level increased even when he did nothing but stand at the side and breathe . 
 
   Moreover, at that moment, Lee Jin-ah felt like he knew why Kim Woo-jin constantly pushed him so hard . 
 
   ‘Ah, I wish it could just continue like this . ’
 
   It was natural that he’d find this situation to be quite sweet . 
 
   However, the sweetness didn’t last very long for Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “They’ve found the Spiny Lizard . ”
 
   Ishikawa Yohei, who learned of the information from another player, quickly passed it on to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “It’s said that they’ve found the Spiny Lizard, which is the condition to clear the third floor of the dungeon . I think we can start preparing to move onto the next floor . ”
 
   When he heard this, Kim Woo-jin turned his cold gaze to stare at Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   He was delivering an unspoken message with his eyes . 
 
   It was now time to pay back for his meal . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   Lee Jin-ah subconsciously gulped when he saw the gaze . 
 
   The memory of the time Kim Woo-jin bought the food for him came to mind . 
 
   ‘At that time, I almost had to pretend to eat . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s eerie gaze throughout the entire meal had almost caused Lee Jin-ah to pretend to eat food for the first time in his life . 
 
   ‘I will never let him fool me again . ’ (TL:…uhuh…)
 
   Lee Jin-ah shuddered at the memory and rose to his feet .  
 
   After getting to his feet, he approached Kim Woo-jin and said . 
 
   “Ivanov, this time I…”
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   “Ah, it’s okay . You don’t need to strain yourself . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Ishikawa Yohei interrupted the conversation between Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah and continued speaking in English . 
 
   “You can leave the hard work to me . ”
 
   It was a sincere offer that Lee Jin-ah would have considered quite heartwarming . 
 
   However, he was forced to act by Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah swung his fist with all his power at a nearby skeleton . 
 
   Paak!
 
   The Skeleton Soldier’s head shattered, and so did the atmosphere .  
 
   And in the cold atmosphere, Lee Jin-ah was looking fiercely at Ishikawa Yohei . 
 
   Ishikawa Yohei didn’t avoid his gaze . 
 
   ‘He finally snapped . ’
 
   Rather, he welcomed this turn of events . 
 
   ‘Now he only has two choices . ’
 
   In Ishikawa Yohei’s opinion, there were only two things that Lee Jin-ah could do . 
 
   ‘Leave Isaac Ivanov just like this . ’
 
   One was to leave Isaac Ivanov’s team . 
 
   For Ishikawa Yohei, that was the easiest route .  
 
   ‘Or prove his worth . ’
 
   If not, and he wanted to stay at Isaac Ivanov’s side, he would have to prove that he was better than the Ishikawa siblings . 
 
   Naturally, this meant that he would pick a fight with Ishikawa Yohei . 
 
   ‘There’s no reason to back down . ’
 
   Ishikawa Yohei never had the intention of backing down from a fight . 
 
   ‘Because I have the Nemean Lion’s leather . ’
 
   This was because the treasure the Sword Saint gave to him filled him with unending confidence . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who stared at Ishikawa Yohei for a long time, finally turned back to look at Kim Woo-jin before speaking in Russian . (TL: probably apologizing to his benefactor)
 
   “Isaac, I will prove that I am better than these three fools . ”
 
   When Lee Jin-ah chose the second option, Ishikawa Yohei smiled triumphantly . 
 
   ‘Right, his pride wouldn’t tolerate it . ’
 
   It was then . 
 
   “And after proving that, let’s disband the team . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah proposed a third option . 
 
   …
 
   “Is it the 20th day today?”
 
   In response to Oh Se-chan’s question, one of the subordinates nodded . 
 
   “Yes, it’s the 20th day since Kim Woo-jin entered the dungeon . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Oh Se-chan stretched and got up from his seat . 
 
   He clearly expressed his will to do something in earnest . 
 
   A subordinate, who noticed this fact, responded quickly . 
 
   “I will prepare it right away . ”
 
   Even though they had not been given a specific order, the subordinate hurriedly brought out a cell phone and a laptop . 
 
   Afterward, the subordinate handed the cellphone to Oh Se-chan while running an application on the laptop . 
 
   “You can call now . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan nodded at the subordinate who completed the preparations perfectly before calling someone with the phone in his hand . 
 
   Dduddu!
 
   The dial tone sounded in his ear . 
 
   – Petrov!
 
   The moment a voice was heard from the other side, the conversation began . 
 
   “Oh, Sorokin!”
 
   – You finally got in touch!
 
   The conversation was completely in Russian . 
 
   “I’m sorry for taking so long . Many things happened so I could only call you now . ”
 
   – No no, I’m grateful that you contacted me now . So what do you think about my proposal?
 
   When he heard the word proposal, Oh Se-chan’s expression became firm . 
 
   “I’m sorry . Isaac Ivanov’s mind is not something I can change . ”
 
   – How unfortunate . 
 
   A voice filled with disappointment could be heard from the phone . 
 
   Then Oh Se-chan spoke . 
 
   “But there might be a chance with his teammate . ”
 
   – Teammate?
 
   “Recently, there seems to be a division in Isaac Ivanov’s team . ”
 
   – I heard the rumors about Japan . 
 
   “It’s not good news, of course, but as it’s my job to support Isaac Ivanov, I can’t let a rift like that stay . It would be the worst if it burst open in a dungeon . ”
 
   – Certainly . It’s a problem that you need to handle as quickly as possible . 
 
   “On the other hand, I can’t just force him to help Isaac Ivanov . Isn’t he a hero too after all?”
 
   – He is like a superstar in Russia . 
 
   “Therefore, it’s also my job to find a suitable place for him . If the relationship between them truly gets bad…”
 
   – Please contact me at that time . I will not mistreat him . 
 
   “Understood . ”
 
   After finishing the call, Oh Se-chan turned to his subordinate . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Now, let’s raise Lee Jin-ah’s value a bit more . ”
 
   “Yes, then where should we bet this time?”
 
   “Let’s take a tour around the Five Great Guilds . Contact Kunlun . ”
 
   “Yes, sir . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan smiled as his subordinate began tapping away at the laptop’s keyboard . 
 
   ‘Their plan was obvious . ’
 
   The Sword Saint’s plan was simple . 
 
   After removing Lee Jin-ah, they would fill his spot with the three Ishikawa siblings . 
 
   ‘They’re going to try to provoke Lee Jin-ah . ’
 
   For that, the siblings would have to find a way to provoke Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   Afterwards, either he would leave on his own, or he’d complain and try to fix it . 
 
   ‘Then they’ll try to crush Lee Jin-ah with their skill after provoking him . ’
 
   Of course, the Sword Saint’s side would have prepared sufficiently to handle either situation . 
 
   If he decided to leave on his own, then they simply had to watch him leave on his own two feet, and if Lee Jin-ah decided to compete, then they would just have to crush him with their ability . 
 
   They seemed confident in their ability to do so, so they must have a plan . 
 
   ‘Although it’s a bit of a stretch . ’
 
   However, such an attempt from the Sword Saint’s side was bound to fail .  
 
   Because Lee Jin-ah was stronger than the three Ishikawa siblings . 
 
   ‘But it wouldn’t be fun if it just ended there . ’
 
   The problem was that even if Lee Jin-ah proved himself, Kim Woo-jin would have nothing to gain, and Oh Se-chan couldn’t stomach the idea of going through so much trouble for no profit . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also had the same idea . 
 
   Therefore, they came up with a third option . 
 
   ‘However, if Lee Jin-ah thrashes the three Ishikawa siblings right there and then leaves Kim Woo-jin anyway…’
 
   Lee Jin-ah would trample on the Ishikawa siblings and then disband his team with Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   If that happened, what would the Sword Saint do?
 
   It could only be one of two things . 
 
   ‘Pay the price for giving Isaac Ivanov a new team . ’
 
   Since they used a shield with a weaker performance to replace Isaac Ivanov’s previous one, they would need to pay a price . 
 
   ‘Or pay more to keep the previous team . ’
 
   Or pay a higher price to let things stay the way they were . 
 
   ‘Whatever they choose, the higher Lee Jin-ah’s value, the more they would have to pay . ’
 
   So what Oh Se-chan was doing now, was increasing his value . 
 
   And naturally, Oh Se-chan had no intention of simply raising the price to a moderate level . 
 
   ‘I’ll make them deeply feel how expensive it is to try to take somebody else’s man . ’
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   There were two ways that players could increase their chances of survival in dungeons . 
 
   One was to obtain better items . 
 
   The other was to get better companions . 
 
   The most important thing, however, was the ability to tell what was better . 
 
   In the case of items, this distinction was not difficult .  
 
   Because the world had been transformed into a game, it was not hard to see the differences between them . 
 
   The problem was the teammates . 
 
   In the case of players, simply having better items or higher levels didn’t mean that they were better . 
 
   In other words, it was impossible to compare them without visible differences . 
 
   That said, it was impossible to judge who was better just by doing a rough comparison . 
 
   After all, wasn’t this a matter of life and death?
 
   That’s why the players had come up with their own ways to compare their abilities . 
 
   “I heard that there’s going to be a match between the Ishakawa siblings and Isaac Ivanov’s teammate . ”
 
   “Really?”
 
   “Tanks going against each other huh . So which method are they using?”
 
   “Zone . ”
 
   Zone was one of the methods that Tanks used to compare their abilities . 
 
   The method was simple . 
 
   Endure as long as possible without asking for help . 
 
   That was Zone . 
 
   “Zone…that’s dangerous . ”
 
   It was a simple, but bloody method . 
 
   Staying within the designated area meant that they couldn’t escape .  
 
   This meant that regardless of how many monsters appeared, how bloody the battle got, or how injured they became, they would have to stay and fight the monsters as long as they possibly could . 
 
   “Are they really going to do that on the fourth floor of the dungeon?”
 
   “Well, people are already attacking the Spiny Lizard which is the condition to clear the third floor, aren’t they? So the fourth floor is the only one left . ”
 
   Moreover, the stage for the challenge between Lee Jin-ah and the Ishikawa siblings was the fourth floor of the dungeon . 
 
   “It’s a survival quest, so the number of monsters will be no joke…”
 
   In a survival quest floor which was bound to have more monsters than normal floors, they had decided to play Zone . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The dangers of such actions were quite clear to these players who were all above level 100 . 
 
   “It would be difficult for a normal tank to hold out for more than an hour . ”
 
   “What do you mean an hour? A normal tank would probably run after the second wave . ”
 
   It was a confrontation that normal tanks would never try to win . 
 
   Of course, at the same time, they knew . 
 
   “But the Ishikawa siblings could never be described as ordinary . ”
 
   “Spashiba is Isaac Ivanov’s teammate . ”
 
   The two parties who were participating in this even were far from ordinary . 
 
   “But the Ishikawa siblings have an advantage since their levels are higher . ”
 
   “But while the Ishikawa siblings were tanking on the third floor, Spashiba did nothing right?” 
 
   Because of this, no one is certain who has the advantage, and could only make speculations .  
 
   A notification came to them as they were wondering what the outcome of the challenge would be . 
 
   [The Spiny Lizard has been slain . ]
 
   [Proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   The third floor had been cleared . 
 
   …
 
   [Survive for 10 days . ]
 
   It was giant’s reeds that stretched to the sky that greeted the players together with the notification as they entered the fourth floor of the dungeon . 
 
   The moment the player saw this, however, their expressions stiffened considerably . 
 
   ‘Aren’t these giant’s reeds?’
 
   ‘How troublesome . ’
 
   Giant’s reeds . 
 
   As the name suggested, they were large reeds .  
 
   They usually grew to around a height of 6 meters while the larger ones could grow as tall as ten meters . 
 
   Other than that, there were no significant differences between them and normal reeds . 
 
   So it was quite troublesome . 
 
   ‘It’s hell for tanks . ’
 
   Reeds, which collapsed easily, could not function as proper cover, unlike trees or boulders . 
 
   On the other hand, the amount of obstruction they gave was much higher than trees and rocks . Even calling them an obstruction was an under exaggeration . 
 
   Sss . 
 
   In addition, the sound that the reed forest made was much more distracting when compared to the sounds in a normal forest . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   However, the worst part was the fact that trails remained and were hard to miss . 
 
   Normally in a forest, the only trail one could leave would be their footprints . 
 
   However, in this reed forest, the path you took would remain . 
 
   From the monsters’ perspectives, it was like their prey was creating a highway which led them right to their delicious food . 
 
   “How long will they last?”
 
   “No matter how strong the Ishikawa siblings are, it’ll be difficult for them to last more than three hours . ”
 
   “What about Spashiba?”
 
   “It should be the same or less . ”
 
   Because of this, it would be hard for the confrontation to last more than a few hours at best . 
 
   Ishikawa Yohei called his younger siblings over before saying . 
 
   “The situation will change depending on our luck, but the way things are now, our limit will be about three hours . ”
 
   They too were able to clearly gauge their own levels . 
 
   This was evidence of their capability . 
 
   Not being overly confident, overestimating oneself, misjudging the situation, and being able to properly and calmly calculate regardless of the circumstance, were the most essential factors for a truly skilled player . 
 
   “But with the Nemean Lion leather, we should be able to last for more than a day . ”
 
   Which meant that this judgement was made after cold calculation and was not just a pretense made out of fake confidence . 
 
   In addition, there was someone who calculated even more coldly than they did . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was able to judge the situation more calmly and accurately than anyone else . 
 
   ‘If it’s the Ishikawa siblings, they should be able to last for four hours . ’
 
   First of all, he’d completely grasped the abilities of the Ishikawa siblings .  
 
   ‘But they should’ve received a legendary item from the Sword Saint . ’
 
   In addition, he also grasped the fact that they would have never provoked Lee Jin-ah without making preparations . 
 
   ‘If it’s the Nemean Lion’s leather, or an equivalent armor…then it wouldn’t be a problem for them to endure more than a day . ’
 
   Even in that case, Kim Woo-jin was able to estimate how long they could withstand the challenge . 
 
   ‘As for Lee Jin-ah…’
 
   Next was Lee Jin-ah’s turn . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had already calculated that the three Ishikawa siblings would be able to endure for more than a day there . 
 
   So how long would Lee Jin-ah be able to endure when placed under the same conditions?
 
   To answer that question, Kim Woo-jin once again calculated calmly and the answer he got afterward was as expected . 
 
   ‘He could wipe out all the monsters in his zone within a day . ’
 
   In the first place, this result was surprising for him . 
 
   That was the conclusion Kim Woo-jin reached . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   …
 
   The showdown began and everything was silent for about twenty minutes . 
 
   The reason for this was that most of the monsters were cautious about the sudden appearance of the players . 
 
   In such a situation, it was a herd of Striped Chickens who signalled the start of the battle . (TL: lol…chickens…)
 
   Cluck!
 
   The chicken cry, which was made by over one hundred one meter tall Striped Chickens turned the tranquil reed forest into a mess . 
 
   “It’s started . ”
 
   The other players watched on nervously . 
 
   “When a request for help comes, we have to be prepared to go immediately . ”
 
   The reason they were nervous was because they would need to go and offer assistance as soon as it was requested . 
 
   Because of this, many of the players were paying close attention to the scene in front of them . 
 
   “Don’t let your guards down, just in case!”
 
   “Be prepared so that you can enter the battle at any time . ”
 
   At that moment, everyone sharpened their senses because they didn’t know when the battles would commence . 
 
   “Don’t relax, we’re also targets for the monsters . ”
 
   Above all, they couldn’t forget the fact that in the monsters eyes, they were also prey . 
 
   It was an hour after the battle began that the players began noticing something strange . 
 
   Roar!
 
   The screams of the Red Orcs, who’d taken over after the Striped Chickens had been defeated, rang out from the battlefield . 
 
   “Do you feel like something is wrong?”
 
   “You think so too?”
 
   Some players began recognizing that the sounds the Red Orcs on both sides were making were different . 
 
   “Are they…screaming?”
 
   “Right, they’re screaming . ”
 
   They found that the cries from one side weren’t roars, they were screams . 
 
   And they were immediately able to figure out why . 
 
   “Shiba!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was killing the Orcs . 
 
   Everyone had ridiculous expressions at this sight . 
 
   ‘Oh my God, how is this possible?”
 
   The tank’s job was to control the monsters . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   However, Lee Jin-ah was killing the monsters instead of enduring their attacks . 
 
   A small exaggeration would be that he was sweeping the monsters away . 
 
   The combat power that Lee Jin-ah was showing at that moment did not fall short of world renowned damage dealers . 
 
   ‘A tank has such destructive power?’
 
   ‘Spashiba was this strong?”
 
   This was a very shocking sight for those who, until now, had thought that Lee Jin-ah was only good at blocking monsters with his body . 
 
   On the other hand, this was a natural sight for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘Now this is what I remember . ’
 
   Before he’d returned to the past, the Lee Jin-ah that Kim Woo-jin knew wasn’t a tank who defended his teammates with a shield . 
 
   Instead, he was a terrifying beast with teeth sharp enough to threaten even the best hunting dogs . 
 
   ‘It was worth pushing him . ’
 
   Moreover, such a beast had been trained to the limit by none other than the strongest hunting dog . 
 
   Skeleton Soldiers!
 
   He had repeatedly fought for his life against these summons who were like slightly weakened versions of Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘His sword skill isn’t good enough . ’
 
   For Lee Jin-ah, neither the Striped Chickens nor Red Orcs were opponents who could give him pause . 
 
   Of course, at this moment, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t interested in winning or losing this challenge . 
 
   He’d also lost interest in Lee Jin-ah as well . 
 
   At that moment, there was only one thing that Kim Woo-jin was interested in . 
 
   And that was the golden lion skin being worn by Ishikawa Yohei at that moment . (TL: the author put 쇼헤이(Shohei-Syohei) rather than 요헤이(Yohei) so it could have been a typo or it could be the twin brother . For now, I left it at Yohei, but it is subject to change in the future)
 
   [Nemean Lion Leather]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   – Required Level: Level 100 or higher
 
   – Description: Leather armor worn by the Great Hero Hercules . Normal attacks can’t hurt you . 
 
   – +100% physical defense
 
   – +100% magical defense
 
   – Activates ‘Hero’s Dignity’
 
   – Cannot be destroyed
 
   ‘They really gave them the Nemean Lion Leather . ’
 
   After confirming the item with Horus’ eyes, a smile formed at the corner of Kim Woo-jin’s lips . 
 
   ‘I like it . ’
 
   It was the smile of a predator who had found their prey . 
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   There were times when the atmosphere was not good even when a dungeon had been cleared successfully . 
 
   This was what was occurring at that moment . 
 
   The players began returning from the dungeon that was used for the verification to attack the A+ rank dungeon . 
 
   Players began leaving the dungeon in a steady trickle . 
 
   “It’s the players!”
 
   “The attack was successful!”
 
   “Uwaa!”
 
   Those who were waiting for this naturally cheered and welcomed their return . 
 
   ‘Huh? Why are their faces like that?’
 
   ‘They all have serious expressions . Did something happen?’
 
   However, some people noticed that the expressions of these returning players were not good . 
 
   ‘Was there an accident in the dungeon?’
 
   And they knew that this was an expression that was usually only accompanied by unexpected situations occurring in the dungeon . 
 
   Those who noticed this immediately began paying attention to the players’ movements . 
 
   ‘The officials’ expressions are also bad . ’
 
   ‘There was definitely an accident . ’
 
   As more people noticed this, the screams naturally decreased . 
 
   “It’s the three Ishikawa siblings!”
 
   “The heroes have returned!”
 
   “Isaac Ivanov’s new teammates!”
 
   When the Ishikawa siblings appeared, cheers erupted again before they quickly subsided . 
 
   ‘Why are their faces like that . ’
 
   They appeared as though they had seen a ghost and suffered a great loss as a result . 
 
   ‘This isn’t good . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was at that moment that everyone realised just how serious the matter was, and the atmosphere cooled to the point that the earlier cheers and screams felt like a mere illusion . 
 
   At this time, the officials who were broadcasting this situation live had their complexions change as they hurriedly wrote subtitles, changing what they had to ‘Breaking News’ . 
 
   Reporters also began writing new articles, leaving the ones they had already prepared at the side . 
 
   The atmosphere peaked when Isaac Ivanov and his teammate appeared . 
 
   They both had no facial expressions as though they were wearing emotionless masks, and as soon as they left the dungeon gate, they headed in different directions . 
 
   ‘What’s going on? Why are they heading in two different directions?’
 
   ‘Something happened between the two of them!’
 
   It was then . 
 
   “A scoop!”
 
   At that time, a reporter, who had managed to grasp the situation from a player, shouted out the reason Isaac Ivanov and his teammate left in different directions . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov’s party is disbanding!”
 
   At that moment, the reporters who grasped the situation rushed to ask Isaac Ivanov and his teammate questions . 
 
   “Is that true?”
 
   “Is it true that the party is being disbanded?”
 
   “What the hell happened in the dungeon?”
 
   However, neither of them said a single word in the face of those questions . 
 
   No one was disappointed though . 
 
   ‘It’s true!’
 
   ‘Isaac Ivanov’s party really disbanded!’
 
   After all, there was no answer more definitive than silence . 
 
   …
 
   [Shocking! Isaac Ivanov’s team is disbanding!]
 
   It was breaking news that no one expected . 
 
   -What are they talking about? What do they mean disbanding?
 
   -Wasn’t Isaac Ivanov preparing to attack an A+ rank dungeon? What do they mean his team is disbanding?
 
   -No, what are they talking about? Disbanding? Isaac’s team is disbanding?
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   At the same time, it was incredibly shocking breaking news . 
 
   -It doesn’t make sense that they would just disband like this . Aren’t they the only team to hunt a Hatchling alone?
 
   -I can’t take this . Isaac Ivanov’s team is the strongest team in history!
 
   What kind of team did Isaac Ivanov have?
 
   It was a party that had continuously done what no one else had ever done before, starting with the first needle snake hunt to hunting the hatchling alone . 
 
   The dissolution of this party was completely different from the dissolution of a famous idol group . 
 
   -Damn, Kim Woo-jin dies and the Spashiba leaves . What the hell is going on?
 
   -This doesn’t make sense . You would usually only ever hear about a party this popular being wiped out, never them disbanding like this . 
 
   -Why did this happen?
 
   So naturally, people started looking at the cause . 
 
   And of course, the cause was simple . 
 
   -Why did it have to be those damn Japanese bastards!?
 
   ㄴRight . Japan was also the one who killed Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ㄴIt’s the same with Spashiba . There are rumors that their relationship was broken by the Ishikawa siblings . 
 
   ㄴThere were rumors that Spashiba might transfer to another guild before they even entered the dungeon . 
 
   After all, Kim Woo-jin had already died because of terrorism by a pseudo-cult from Japan . 
 
   Naturally, the accusations against Japan began to flood once again . 
 
   [Is the Sword Saint’s greed towards the hero the reason for this?]
 
   [The Sword Saint destroys Isaac Ivanov’s team!]
 
   It was to the extent that accusations were even being pointed toward the Sword Saint, who was sacred in Japan . 
 
   It was none other than Isaac Ivanov’s first official announcement that truly drove the situation to its peak . 
 
   [Breaking News! Isaac Ivanov has given up attacking the A+ rank dungeon!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov has temporarily suspended all activities! Does he intend to retire?]
 
   [The Hero stops!]
 
   Isaac Ivanov announced that he would temporarily halt all activities . 
 
   …
 
   “I’m sorry . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Miyazaki Sakura apologized to the Sword Saint while kneeling on the floor . 
 
   The Sword Saint responded simply to her apology . 
 
   “What is the situation . ”
 
   “We have approached both sides, but it doesn’t look too good . I haven’t spoken to Isaac Ivanov yet, but…”
 
   “What is it?”
 
   “That…”
 
   Seeing Miyazaki Sakura hesitating, the Sword Saint spoke with an eerie look in his eyes . 
 
   “Tell me what you learned . ”
 
   “…it is said that Isaac Ivanov’s teammate is in possession of the Makya . ”
 
   When he heard that, the blood vessels visible at the Sword Saint’s temples wriggled . 
 
   He was furious to learn that the Makya, which belonged to him, was in the possession of someone else . 
 
   But the more frustrating thing was the seriousness of this matter . 
 
   Didn’t it mean that the cost to change the teammate’s mind would be even higher since he was already in possession of such an item?
 
   “What about the press?”
 
   “The media in Japan is under control . But if it stays like this, this matter will eventually spread . ”
 
   Miyazaki Sakura swallowed slightly before continuing . 
 
   “However, we can’t conceal the fact that the Ishikawa siblings suffered a devastating defeat at the hands of Isaac Ivanov’s teammate . ”
 
   “Dammit . ”
 
   When he heard that, the Sword Saint couldn’t help but let out a swear . 
 
   That was how serious the situation was . 
 
   ‘I didn’t expect it to be this bad . ’
 
   While the world was shocked by the disbandment of Isaac Ivanov’s team, Japan and the Sword Saint were being held accountable . 
 
   In such a situation, what would happen if it spread that the three Ishikawa siblings were not as skilled as Isaac Ivanov’s teammate?
 
   Furthermore, what if it was revealed that the Ishikawa siblings were the cause of this whole incident?
 
   The accusations that would come would be completely incomparable to what they were receiving currently . 
 
   ‘The criticism is fine . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Of course, the Sword Saint wouldn’t mind the criticism . 
 
   After all, criticism would never be able to reduce his influence or pose a threat to him . 
 
   The problem was that this was only the beginning, not the end . 
 
   “If we don’t fix this now, we will be troubled for a while . ”
 
   In the future, if there were ever any issues with Isaac Ivanov, it would, in some way, be tied back to the Sword Saint, even if they had to stretch it . 
 
   “The Messiah might try to make this problem larger . ”
 
   It might reach the point where even the Messiah Guild might use it as an excuse to penalize the Sword Saint’s side . 
 
   In fact, that was the most troublesome possibility for the Sword Saint . 
 
   Currently, the Sword Saint and the Messiah Guild had a symbiotic relationship where they helped each other whenever possible . 
 
   However, if he was to reveal a flaw in this relationship, the Messiah Guild would take advantage of it immediately . 
 
   This was also part of the reason why he tried to get Isaac Ivanov on his side . 
 
   The Sword Saint had intended to use Isaac Ivanov to keep the Messiah Guild in check . 
 
   ‘I was too greedy . ’
 
   But now, the situation had changed . 
 
   He’d tried to grab the sword, but he’d ended up grabbing the blade instead of the hilt . 
 
   ‘I’ll have to fix this . ’
 
   In other words, this meant he would have to deal with this situation somehow . 
 
   If he let it stay as it was, it was possible that it would become something that might pull him down at an important moment . 
 
   “We have to deal with Isaac Ivanov’s teammate before he transfers to another guild . ”
 
   Besides, if he wanted to fix this problem, he would have to do so before Isaac Ivanov’s teammate transferred to another guild or group . 
 
   After all, if he transferred it would be impossible to restore the relationship no matter what the Sword Saint tried . 
 
   After hearing her report, the Sword Saint spoke slowly . 
 
   “Sakura, I’ll give you two options . ”
 
   At those words, Sakura looked up at the Sword Saint with a slightly tense expression . 
 
   Then she saw it . 
 
   “Either hold it in your hand, or remove it . ”
 
   The Sword Saint’s gaze had become sharp and deep . 
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   [Isaac Ivanov’s Party disbands!]
 
   The situation caused by the typhoon known as Isaac Ivanov was dizzying . 
 
   However, even in such a sensitive situation, there were some who were making it worse for their own benefit . 
 
   [Have Isaac Ivanov and his teammate entered the freelance market?]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s teammate is already communicating with multiple guilds!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s teammate’s value has risen sharply!]
 
   Articles encouraging the disbandment of Isaac Ivanov’s party began appearing all over the world . 
 
   Particularly, the articles about the steep rise in Lee Jin-ah’s value were especially prominent . 
 
   It was a standard media tactic that exaggerated the value before the person in question officially entered the market . 
 
   Of course, even when excluding that, Lee Jin-ah’s value was bound to rise . 
 
   Unlike Isaac Ivanov, who had announced a temporary suspension of any activities, Lee Jin-ah had simply declared the disbandment of the team without saying that he would halt his activities . 
 
   [He’s just as talented as Isaac Ivanov!]
 
   [He’s a tank that crushes everything!]
 
   Moreover, the challenge against the Ishikawa siblings in the dungeon showed that he had become Isaac Ivanov’s teammate not just because of his abilities as a tank . 
 
   “They finally understood the value of the man called Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   And of course, Lee Jin-ah was happy to be in the spotlight for the first time . 
 
   “My annual salary would be 100 million? How much sushi can I buy with that?”
 
   Moreover, Lee Jin-ah’s value had risen so dramatically that the term ‘astronomical’ fit it perfectly . 
 
   Then Lee Jin-ah turned to Kim Woo-jin who was fiddling with something . 
 
   “Should I leave?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t even look at him as he said . 
 
   “If you want to go, I wouldn’t stop you . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was surprised that Kim Woo-jin had given him permission so easily, and couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   “Can I really go?”
 
   “There’s nothing more meaningless than forcing someone to stay when they want to go . If you really want to go, then you can go . ”
 
   “Re-, really?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was so surprised that his mouth fell open . 
 
   Since he had the opportunity, should he really take the chance to get out of there?
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin threw a few more words at him . 
 
   “However, if you really do leave, then you and I would be enemies from then on, so it would be better for us to not meet in any dungeons, or something bad might happen to you,”
 
   It was the most terrifying threat in the world . 
 
   “Hahahaha!”
 
   In front of that threat, Lee Jin-ah could only laugh nervously . 
 
   “Hey, it was a joke okay? A joke . The man before you is one who would not leave his precious teammates even if he had to die . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t react to his words . 
 
   He simply waited . 
 
   Woowoong!
 
   This was exactly what he was waiting for . 
 
   – We got a call from the Sword Saints . They say they’d done it in good faith, and that they were sorry for ruining the relationship between you and Lee Jin-ah, so they would try to improve the relationship between you two . 
 
   “What were their conditions . ”
 
   – If the two of you work together to clear the A+ rank dungeon, they will reward you the Nemean Lion’s skin . 
 
   The Sword Saint had come to a conclusion . 
 
   The first priority was to fix the relationship with Lee Jin-ah and Kim Woo-jin,
 
   “Improving our relationship while also getting us to clear the dungeon, are they combining these two objectives?”
 
   At the same time, they were getting them to clear the dungeon . 
 
   – In the drama, the remarried couple would need to get a child so that viewers would be convinced that their relationship really improved . Who knew when they would get divorced again if they simply remarried?
 
   The public would demand the most convincing conclusion . 
 
   “So what do you think?”
 
   – It’s our business to have the baby, they still have to pay the price for trying to have an affair . As for the condition to improve the relationship, I told them that the Nemean Lion’s skin and the reward for clearing the A+ rank dungeon need to be separated . 
 
   When he heard this, Kim Woo-jin asked . 
 
   “And their answer?”
 
   – They said okay . 
 
   As he got that answer, Kim Woo-jin was convinced . 
 
   “The Sword Saint has made a decision . ”
 
   – Yeah, just as we expected . 
 
   At that time, Lee Jin-ah who was listening to their conversation, finally spoke up . 
 
   “Hey, can’t you two tell me what the hell’s going on?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered the question while setting the timer on the camera that he had been fiddling with . 
 
   “The Sword Saint will give us an item in hopes that we’ll continue being a party in the future . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Soon after Kim Woo-jin finished setting the timer, he walked up to Lee Jin-ah and stretched out his hand . 
 
   “What are you doing?”
 
   “We have to show them some evidence that our relationship has improved . A handshake is enough . ”
 
   It was only then that Lee Jin-ah realised what was happening and grabbed Kim Woo-jin’s hand . 
 
   “I’m one of the parties involved, so I don’t have anything to say, but if the Sword Saint learned the truth, he would definitely hunt us to the ends of the Earth . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin laughed at those words . 
 
   “It doesn’t matter . The Sword Saint intends to kill us anyway . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “They will attempt it during the attack on the A+ rank dungeon . ”
 
   Click!
 
   Then the picture was taken . 
 
   …
 
   [Will Isaac Ivanov really retire?]
 
   It didn’t take long before many rumors about Isaac Ivanov’s possible retirement began to spread around the world . 
 
   However, it didn’t take long before those rumors were ruthlessly shut down . 
 
   “The rumors about Isaac Ivanov retiring are all false, and as promised, he will attack the A+ rank dungeon . ”
 
   The moment the Sword Saint said these words during a press conference, announcing the plans they’d made with Isaac Ivanov, those rumors evaporated like snow in the sun . 
 
   Instead, new rumors appeared . 
 
   -There are rumors that the Sword Saint prevented Isaac Ivanov’s retirement and brought his team back together by giving them a legendary item . 
 
   ㄴNo, it was rumored that they’ll get the item ‘after’ they clear the A+ rank dungeon . 
 
   ㄴ I heard rumors that the Sword Saint intends to make him his successor . 
 
   They were rumors that the Sword Saint had paid an unimaginable price to fix the situation . 
 
   Of course, they weren’t rumors . 
 
   To call it a rumor was to say that it wasn’t true . 
 
   “What price did you pay?”
 
   “I used the Nemean Lion’s skin to reunite them . ”
 
   Because the Sword Saint had genuinely paid an astronomical price to reconnect the two players . 
 
   “So expensive . ”
 
   The Arabic man, Khalid Bin Alsaud, clicked his tongue when he heard this . 
 
   “When I hear someone like you say it’s expensive, it makes the loss feel all the more painful . ”
 
   Khalid Bin Alsaud . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Otherwise known as Prince Khalid, was, as his name suggested, a prince of the Saudi Arabian Royal Family . 
 
   Of course, although there were thousands of princes(1) in the royal family, the fact that he could meet with the Sword Saint in person was proof of his status . 
 
   The Sword Saint had only been able to reach his current state after the world changed in 2020, but the Saudi Arabian Royal Family was a group that had a lot of power and wealth since long before then . 
 
   Even the top figures on the Forbes’ List might not have as much wealth as this great family . 
 
   When normal people saw a light car and thought ‘this is nice and cheap’, a rich man would look at a yacht that could carry about 200 people and think the same thing . 
 
   This was why the Sword Saint said he hadn’t expected the prince to use the word ‘expensive’ . 
 
   “Nemean Lion skin is expensive . ”
 
   Of course, Nemean Lion’s skin was an expensive item . 
 
   “But it doesn’t feel that expensive when compared to the price of Isaac Ivanov’s life . ”
 
   However, it couldn’t be compared to the price of the world’s hero’s life . 
 
   After hearing those words, Prince Khalid stood up . 
 
   “Here’s the plan . ”
 
   He then handed a bunch of documents over to the Sword Saint . 
 
   “It’s really simple . After Isaac Ivanov and his teammate enter the dungeon gate, we will cause an accident . This will cause the dungeon entry to end at that moment . ”
 
   After explaining the plan, he gave a smile . 
 
   “If you had used this method before, you wouldn’t have lost the Nemean Lion’s skin . ”
 
   When he heard those words mixed with a mocking undertone, the Sword Saint shot a cold look at Prince Khalid who had turned around . 
 
   “Ah!”
 
   Suddenly, Prince Khalid, who was about to leave, turned around and asked something he’d just thought of . 
 
   “By the way, what was the reward you promised if they cleared the dungeon?”
 
   “It doesn’t matter anyway . ”
 
   “I’m still curious . I wonder how much Mr . Sword Saint was willing to risk . ”
 
   The Sword Saint gave him a simple answer . 
 
   “I told them I’d give them the Aegis Shield . ”
 
   Prince Khalid was surprised by that response . 
 
   “Isn’t that the item that Mr . Sword Saint uses when you attack dungeons? A secret item that not even the Messiah Guild knows about, you’re willing to risk that?”
 
   Faced with that surprise, the Sword Saint simply responded in his normal, cold tone . 
 
   “I have nothing to lose anyway . ”
 
   …
 
   It was normally very difficult to clear a dungeon . 
 
   Therefore, it was even more difficult to prepare for a dungeon attack . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   This was because it was necessary to prepare as much as possible, especially because attacking dungeons came with the risk of death . 
 
   Moreover, convincing others to also take part in such dangerous dungeon attacks was also difficult . 
 
   All of these reasons were why it was harder to prepare to attack 4 Floor dungeons .  
 
   It would be strange if it was easy to persuade players above level 100, who were considered national assets and high ranking members of their respective guilds, to risk their lives as well as their political and economical influence . 
 
   “Prepare to enter the dungeon . ”
 
   However, all of these difficulties became nothing when faced with the Sword Saint’s influence . 
 
   “I will repeat it one more time . In a while, we will enter the A+ rank 4 Floor dungeon, Hellhound’s Hunting Grounds! The 249 participating players, please get ready for your turns!”
 
   After Isaac Ivanov’s party got back together, the Sword Saint immediately began preparations to attack the A+ rank dungeon . 
 
   And it only took two days to complete the preparations . 
 
   ‘I can’t believe they set up this play in such a short time . ’
 
   Over 200 players over level 100 were gathered for this ‘attack’ . 
 
   ‘Their control over these players is absolute . ’
 
   During the process, none of the gathered made any unnecessary sounds . 
 
   It was quite amazing . 
 
   Most players tended to be reluctant to attempt dungeons that had been failed before . 
 
   And this dungeon had an especially ominous aura . 
 
   Nevertheless, these Japanese players over level 100 had gathered in front of the dungeon gate without a word of complaint . 
 
   ‘Their control over the media is also perfect . ’
 
   In addition, the entire process was given full media coverage . 
 
   The political and business sectors also didn’t hold back in their support . 
 
   ‘Japan is completely in the Sword Saint’s hands . ’
 
   This was evidence that the Sword Saint’s influence had already grown to the point where he dominated Japan . 
 
   ‘Then it won’t take very long . ’
 
   This was why Kim Woo-jin was convinced . 
 
   ‘The war will start much sooner than it did in the past . ’
 
   Now the Sword Saint’s next target would be outside of Japan . 
 
   And the world would once again fall into a war after 1945(2) . 
 
   “Then Isaac Ivanov’s party will enter first . ”
 
   Listening to the official in charge, Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah entered the dungeon gate first . 
 
   Kaboom!
 
   And the very next moment an enormous explosion happened at the Dungeon Gate . 
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   In a closed school playground where hundreds of officials, players who were about to challenge the dungeon, and reporters who were going to film them . 
 
   Boom!
 
   A loud explosion thundered . 
 
   At the same time, a dust cloud erupted as a result of the blast . 
 
   A bomb had exploded . 
 
   But for a moment, no one reacted to the bombing,
 
   However, about 20 seconds after it happened, people began responding to it . 
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   “Uak!”
 
   All sorts of screams began erupting from the dust cloud . 
 
   It was a mess . 
 
   However, most of the players were fine . 
 
   After all, at level 100, most players had physiques that far surpassed the human limit, as well as different items they intended to use against the monsters . 
 
   Some of them might have been injured, but absolutely no one died . 
 
   However, those players still reacted to the situation . 
 
   “Get back!”
 
   “Retreat!”
 
   The players hurried to leave the messy playground . 
 
   This was natural . 
 
   ‘Someone attacked!’
 
   ‘It’s dangerous . ’
 
   ‘There might be more explosives . ’
 
   After their experiences with dungeons, they instinctively knew that in the face of an unknown threat, the best action was to retreat without looking back . 
 
   Naturally, after a short time, they realised something,
 
   “What about Isaac?”
 
   “What?”
 
   “Didn’t the two of them enter the dungeon?”
 
   Isaac’s party had entered the dungeon . 
 
   “Can we still enter the dungeon?”
 
   And the dungeon was no longer accepting players . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Is it just the two of them?”
 
   “Oh my God…”
 
   The worst possible thing had happened . 
 
   …
 
   [Hunt 20,002 monsters to move on to the next floor . ]
 
   It was the notification of the conditions to clear the first floor of the dungeon . 
 
   “It really happened . ”
 
   At the same time, it was a reminder that no one else could enter or leave the dungeon until it was cleared or they died . 
 
   “Only the two of us came in . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah let out a dejected laugh when he saw that it was just him and Kim Woo-jin . (TL: he knows what’s gonna happen)
 
   “Hohoho . ”
 
   It was a laugh that came out after the situation he was told to expect came to pass . 
 
   “Now I’ve really seen everything . ”
 
   As Lee Jin-ah let out that strange laugh, he turned towards Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “How the hell did you predict something like this?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin gave him a simple reply . 
 
   “It’s not easy to blow us up or kill us outside of the dungeon, and the risk of failure is very high . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah clicked his tongue . 
 
   “So that’s all it took for you to predict this? Normal people would never be able to think of something like this . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t bother with his question .  
 
   After all, that wasn’t the full reason . 
 
   ‘I’m used to things like this . ’
 
   It was impossible for him to explain that facing terror threats from hostile forces both inside and outside the dungeons was an everyday occurrence for him in the past . 
 
   So instead of answering, Kim Woo-jin moved on to the next action . 
 
   “For now, let’s just focus on hunting . ”
 
   Getting ready for battle . 
 
   “Because we need to hunt the 20,000 monsters quickly . ”
 
   Along with those words, Kim Woo-jin used a skill . 
 
   [The Book of the Dead has been opened . ]
 
   The Book of the Dead was opened, and a slab on the first page was taken out and smashed,
 
   The slab became dust and the dust gradually took on a new shape . 
 
   [Skeleton Knight has been summoned . ]
 
   A fully armored Skeleton Knight was the thing to appear . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Bors’ Shield, Percival’s Spear and armor made from Hatchling leather . 
 
   It was an equipment set that would frighten even the famous players . 
 
   [Black Bone effect has been activated . ]
 
   [Ruler of the Battlefield has been activated . ]
 
   And the Skeleton Knight was made even stronger . 
 
   [The Skeleton Knight has become the Incarnation of the Battlefield . ]
 
   A red aura then erupted from the Skeleton Knight . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   It was the moment when it had truly become a monster befitting the name Incarnation of the Battlefield . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin didn’t stop there . 
 
   He summoned the remaining Skeleton Knights from the Book of the Dead as well as Skeleton Soldiers to ensure the effect of Ruler of the Battlefield would be stacked to the max . 
 
   Three Skeleton Knights and Seven Skeleton Soldiers all equipped with Hatchling armor appeared within an instant . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   Seeing this, Lee Jin-ah gulped subconsciously . 
 
   ‘He can summon an elite monster unit without even needing sacrifices . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was able to summon a group that could annihilate large amounts of monsters without any cost . 
 
   In front of Lee Jin-ah, Kim Woo-jin then took off his glove and cut his palm with the Makya . 
 
   The sharp blade easily cut into his palm and the blood poured like a fountain onto the ground . 
 
   “Blood Golem . ”
 
   And soon after, Kim Woo-jin summoned a new monster addition . 
 
   [Summoned a Blood Golem . ]
 
   Blood Golem . 
 
   It was at the moment when the worst nightmare produced by the Deadly Poison King had been recreated by Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   …
 
   -Breaking News! There was a bombing!
 
   -The Japanese government has yet to figure out what exactly happened…
 
   -Everything is currently a mess!
 
   The bombing that occurred in Tokyo, Japan, was quickly spread to the rest of the world through various channels . 
 
   Naturally, the world was shocked by the news . 
 
   -There was a bombing in Japan?
 
   -It wasn’t just terrorism, it was terrorism against players . 
 
   -But what was their purpose?
 
   Japan, which was considered to be in a state of peace, was shocked by the fact that the players were targeted . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   But even more, shocking news was soon released . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s party trapped in the dungeon!]
 
   The fact that Isaac Ivanov’s party had entered the dungeon before the bomb had gone off and were thus trapped in the dungeon soon came to light . 
 
   The world was truly astonished by the news . 
 
   -So you’re saying that Isaac Ivanov’s party are the only ones in an A+ rank 4 Floor dungeon?
 
   -Oh my God, this doesn’t make sense!
 
   -The dungeon had a maximum number of entries of 249!
 
   -Still, they cleared the Hatchling dungeon alone, didn’t they? This might not be impossible for them, right?
 
   ㄴThat was 3 Floors! This is 4 Floors!
 
   ㄴ The difference between 3 Floors and 4 Floors is like the difference between middle and high schoolers!
 
   ㄴ That’s right! And at that time there were three people, including Kim Woo-jin!
 
   ㄴ They’re doomed!
 
   There was no one who had a hopeful opinion about two people clearing a 4 Floor dungeon that had a maximum capacity of 249 and was meant for players above level 100 . 
 
   [The possibility of Isaac Ivanov’s party clearing the dungeon and surviving are practically 0%!]
 
   [The worst disaster possible has happened!]
 
   [It seems God has turned his eyes away from Isaac Ivanov!]
 
   The media also rushed to convey this news and portrayed it as a horrible disaster . 
 
   “I’m satisfied . ”
 
   It was the most satisfying result for the Sword Saint . 
 
   Prince Khalid smiled when he heard those words . 
 
   “I’m glad you liked it . ”
 
   “But I would have let five or six assassins go with Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   Prince Khalid shrugged . 
 
   “Is that really necessary?”
 
   “It would be better if those five or six people interfere with Isaac Ivanov’s attack on the dungeon . ”
 
   Prince Khalid shook his head . 
 
   “Even if we don’t do that, those two are probably experiencing hell right now . ”
 
   As if to reinforce his words, he spoke again . 
 
   “It’ll only take them a few days to really understand their situation, and at that point, I doubt they’d even want to continue hunting monsters . ”
 
   …
 
   Roar!
 
   About four hundred One Eyed Orcs roared as they charged across a meadow . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The scene was like a giant wave heading towards a beach . 
 
   A ruthless wave that no one would dare face . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   However, the one hundred or so skeletons that were standing opposite this wave did not retreat . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   Instead, under the command of a Skeleton Knight, the skeleton army began charging at the One Eyed Orcs . 
 
   And the battle that ensued was incredibly brutal . 
 
   The sound of weapons clashing, as well as the sounds the Orcs made as they fell and the skeletons made as they crumbled, could be heard all at once . 
 
   It wasn’t a battle where it was easy to tell which side was winning or losing . 
 
   Of course, that fact alone was amazing in itself as it was a battle with one hundred against four hundred . 
 
   A difference of three hundred soldiers was not something that could be easily overcome in a frontal battle . 
 
   Nevertheless, the fact that they were not being pushed back clearly showed the strength of the skeleton army . 
 
   Then something amazing happened . 
 
   The battle that had originally looked even, began to get pushed to one side . 
 
   And the side that was being pushed back was none other than the four hundred One Eyed Orcs . 
 
   Roar!
 
   Roar!
 
   The One Eyed Orcs, who refused to retreat after they were bloodied by the Skeleton Soldiers’ weapons began falling one after the other . 
 
   There was a certain reason for that . 
 
   And that was a blood red figure that was moving freely in the front line . 
 
   Blood Golem!
 
   The Blood Golem that had been created with Kim Woo-jin’s Blood Poison, was undoubtedly breaking down the frontline . 
 
   The method was quite simple . 
 
   For the Blood Golem, these Orcs that were already covered in scars and wounds didn’t even need to be attacked properly . 
 
   In the crowded battlefield, the Blood Golem only needed simple contact to break the balance . 
 
   It was a sight that would astonish any viewer . 
 
   ‘As expected . ’
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin, who was controlling the Golem, was not surprised by this scene . 
 
   After all, there was no way he would be surprised when he had experience going against the Deadly Poison King . 
 
   Of course, that was just for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Whew . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, on the other hand, even stopped mid fight to watch the Blood Golem wade through the battlefield . 
 
   Then, as he watched Kim Woo-jin’s monsters trample their enemies with ease, he couldn’t help but mutter to himself . 
 
   “I don’t even have the will to fight anymore…”
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   One of the secrets to humanity’s prosperity over the years was the fact that it didn’t stop progressing, even in the face of despair . 
 
   It was the same when the world turned into a game overnight . 
 
   Everyone despaired, but they nevertheless continued advancing in some way . 
 
   The same was true with Isaac Ivanov and the so-called ‘Hellhound Disaster’ . 
 
   But it wasn’t just despair . 
 
   [The act of terrorism was carried out by the same group that killed Kim Woo-jin!]
 
   [The Japanese government declares war on terrorism!]
 
   People moved to find and deal with the cause of the disaster . 
 
   [What kind of dungeon is the Hellhound Dungeon?]
 
   [The Hellhound, the Demon of 4 Floors!]
 
   They also began researching ways to clear the Hellhound dungeon . 
 
   However, this wasn’t to predict the probability of Isaac Ivanov’s team clearing the dungeon . 
 
   -Can’t Isaac Ivanov’s party clear the Hellhound dungeon? It’s a similar situation to the Hatchling, isn’t it?
 
   ㄴThis is different from the time with the Hatchling dungeon . At that time, Isaac Ivanov intended to hunt it alone . 
 
   ㄴ Right, Isaac Ivanov chose to attack that dungeon because he was confident . On the other hand, this time was an accident . 
 
   ㄴ The worst possible accident . 
 
   Because even the average person understood that the difference between 3 Floor and 4 Floor dungeons wasn’t just the addition of one floor . 
 
   Nevertheless, the reason for the research and discussion on how to clear the Hellhound dungeon was simple . 
 
   [The world vows to avenge Isaac Ivanov!] (TL: again)
 
   [The most valuable dungeon in the world appears . ]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The moment Isaac Ivanov died, the Hellhound dungeon would become the most valuable dungeon in the world . 
 
   That was why everyone in the world became interested in the Hellhound dungeon, and asked many questions to the Japanese government . 
 
   How many times had the Hellhound dungeon been challenged?
 
   What was the number and level of the players who attacked the dungeon?
 
   The Japanese government answered these questions easily . 
 
   “At the time of the discovery, another party had already been attacking the dungeon, after that attack failed, we tried to attack the dungeon once more, but that failed as well . There were no other attacks after that . ”
 
   They said that there were only two attacks and those who participated weren’t particularly special . 
 
   This was definitely a positive factor . 
 
   Rather than them trying to clear the dungeon ten times and failing every time . 
 
   The problem was that the Japanese government’s announcement wasn’t true . 
 
   “Even when the nuclear plant exploded, those guys weren’t so forthcoming with the information, were they?”
 
   Of course, Oh Se-chan would not believe the Japanese government’s announcement so easily . 
 
   He had already investigated the Hellhound dungeon beforehand . 
 
   And it didn’t take him long to figure out . 
 
   “That’s right . Otherwise, they wouldn’t have hidden the dungeon away for three years . ”
 
   The fact that the dungeon had appeared in 2021, three years before . 
 
   “There’s nothing strange about hiding it . ”
 
   Of course, it wasn’t unusual for them to hide the Hellhound dungeon away . 
 
   After all, the value of an A+ rank Dungeon was quite high after all . 
 
   “But to hide something like that in Tokyo is quite hard . ”
 
   The problem was the price they would have had to pay to keep it hidden . 
 
   Hiding a dungeon wasn’t as simple as building a tent to hide the dungeon gate . 
 
   In that case who would take care of the monsters that might escape from the dungeon?
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Right, and since it’s a 4 Floor dungeon…there might be monsters that cannot be dealt with by normal weapons . ”
 
   And as Oh Se-chan’s subordinate had pointed out, there was a high probability of the appearance of monsters that couldn’t be dealt with by ordinary guns . 
 
   This meant that they would need to at least prepare more powerful weapons like artillery and tanks . 
 
   “And they have to hide that too . ”
 
   The cost of hiding it would be much higher than just managing it in the open . 
 
   And to do that for three years rather than a day or two far exceeded the scope of common sense . 
 
   “We know that well don’t we? How much that would cost . ”
 
   “We know that very well . ”
 
   The price of that was something that Oh Se-chan and his men, who went by the name Dungeon Brokers, would know better than anyone . 
 
   “But they did it anyway…so there must be a reason . ”
 
   In other words, Oh Se-chan couldn’t understand why the Japanese government would pay such a price for an A+ dungeon . 
 
   And there was one more person who shared his thoughts . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin also feels the same way . ”
 
   …
 
   Players who attacked 4 Floor dungeons usually failed on the fourth floor . 
 
   But that wasn’t always the case . 
 
   There were also situations where players failed 4 Floor dungeons on the third floor . 
 
   “Because everyone tried to save as much of their strength as possible for the final floor . ”
 
   In preparation for the hard challenge, everyone would want to conserve their strength and hide their trump cards unless absolutely necessary . 
 
   It wasn’t strange that they’d feel that way . 
 
   “Especially for 4 Floor dungeons where the boss monster is named in the dungeon’s title . ”
 
   If they knew what monster they would have to face on the fourth floor, they couldn’t help but feel that way . 
 
   It was the same for the Hellhound dungeon . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Players who entered the Hellhound dungeon would have their minds filled with the Hellhound as soon as they arrived on the third floor . 
 
   “It’s important to conserve strength . ”
 
   Of course, this wasn’t a foolish decision . 
 
   In fact, it was a very logical and rational decision . 
 
   “But in this case, it’s the problem . ”
 
   But as always, there were exceptions for everything . 
 
   “Because the damage can be minimized as long as you’re willing to make sacrifices and endure some of it . ”
 
   But what if they felt it was possible to conserve more power by using a situation where the majority would live at the expense of a few?
 
   What if they could be saved by sacrificing a few?
 
   Then the accidents would begin to happen . 
 
   “It’s suicide to make such a decision against the boss monster of the third floor, an Ogre . ”
 
   Moreover, when dealing with monsters like Ogres, such decisions were bound to have many accidents . 
 
   -Excuse me . 
 
   Then Lee Jin-ah’s voice was heard in the ear of Kim Woo-jin who was wearing the Grim Reaper’s mask . 
 
   The voice had been delivered through the skeleton that Kim Woo-jin was connected to . 
 
   -Why are you doing that while I’m fighting against the Ogre? Huh?
 
   In addition, Lee Jin-ah was currently locked in combat with the Ogre boss . 
 
   -Also when will I be getting reinforcements?
 
   In fact, he was fighting alone . 
 
   He was going against the Ogre without the support of any Skeleton Soldiers except for the small Goblin Skeleton that Kim Woo-jin was using to watch over the situation . 
 
   In such a situation, Kim Woo-jin’s mention of sacrifice made Lee Jin-ah incredibly dissatisfied . 
 
   Hearing Lee Jin-ah’s words, Kim Woo-jin spoke through the Skeleton Soldier’s mouth . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Ogres are monsters that are hard to find . But they were also difficult to handle when you do encounter them . Battle experience can’t be bought with money so you should take this opportunity to learn everything you can . ”
 
   -What?
 
   “Endure it . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s words scared Lee Jin-ah greatly . 
 
   -What the hell are you saying? I thought you said you would launch an attack after I grabbed the Ogre’s aggro . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin shrugged slightly . 
 
   “That was a lie . ”
 
   -A lie?
 
   “Because you need to gain experience fighting against Ogre’s and you never would have faced the Ogre alone if I didn’t tell you that . ”
 
   -Fuck, of course, I wouldn’t! It’s an Ogre! An Ogre!
 
   It was then . 
 
   -Ugh, fuck . Fuck!
 
   Lee Jin-ah stopped talking since he had to focus completely on the fight . 
 
   -Roar!
 
   Soon after, the Ogre’s roar was heard . 
 
   It seemed the Ogre had learned Lee Jin-ah’s expression because of his swearing . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was watching the situation through the skeleton, gave Lee Jin-ah some brief assurance . 
 
   “You won’t die, you’re wearing the Nemean Lion’s skin . ”
 
   Of course, there was no answer to his assurance . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin didn’t really care about that anymore . 
 
   ‘I finally found it . ’
 
   Because he had finally found what he was looking for . 
 
   [Anubis’ eyes have opened . ]
 
   The Ogre’s nest and the remains of the players who had come before . That was what Kim Woo-jin had been looking for . 
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   A taxi quietly drove to Tokyo International Airport . 
 
   There was nothing that stood out about this taxi, except for the fact that the passengers in it were Prince Khalid, who had enough wealth to shake the world, and Miyazaki Sakura, the Sword Saint’s first disciple . 
 
   “I never expected you to take a normal taxi instead of a limousine .  
 
   When Miyazaki Sakura asked this question, Prince Khalid looked at her and smiled . 
 
   “A man who’s moving around secretively can’t drive around in a golden Rolls-Royce or charter a flight can he?”
 
   “Then the plane?”
 
   “Naturally, I’ll be flying economy class . ”
 
   No one would ever believe that a man with the money to buy enough stocks to get management rights of an airline company would travel to the airport in a normal taxi and sit in an economy seat . 
 
   Miyazaki Sakura admired that fact . 
 
   “You are really prepared . ”
 
   “Well, it’s not exactly pleasant, so let’s not do this again . ”
 
   Of course, this didn’t mean that the prince enjoyed doing such things .  
 
   Even if all he had done was handle a mess, Prince Khalid was still forced to do everything secretively . 
 
   Moreover, it wasn’t even because of his own problems . 
 
   Prince Khalid’s sudden visit to Tokyo this time was due to the request from the Sword Saint . 
 
   “I’m sorry . ”
 
   This was the reason Sakura Miyazaki had come to see him off, as well as the reason she apologized . 
 
   When she said that, Prince Khalid shook his hand . 
 
   “I don’t need an apology . I’m happy as long as the work is done well . ”
 
   Prince Khalid then closed his eyes . 
 
   “So I’ll pray and hope that I hear the news about two obituaries soon . ”
 
   Miyazaki Sakura smiled at those words . 
 
   Prince Khalid on the other hand, opened his eyes and looked at her with a serious expression . 
 
   “It’s no laughing matter . If Isaac Ivanov succeeds in attacking the dungeon, you will have to give him the Aegis Shield . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   After a moment of silence, Prince Khalid finally asked a question that had been bothering him for a while . 
 
   “Why the hell did he offer such an item as the reward? Surely he had other legendary items that he could’ve used instead?”
 
   Instead of answering, Miyazaki Sakura’s lips curled up into a slightly mocking smile . 
 
   Prince Khalid understood immediately . 
 
   “Really?”
 
   “Yes, that’s right . ”
 
   The reason the Sword Saint offered the Aegis Shield as a reward for Isaac Ivanov’s team clearing the dungeon . 
 
   …
 
   [Anubis’ eyes have closed . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s eyes, which had been tinted black, slowly shifted back to their original color . 
 
   Meanwhile, Kim Woo-jin placed the skull he was holding back on the ground . 
 
   In Kim Woo-jin’s mind, the memories of the bones’ owner, which he had just witnessed through the eyes of Anubis, flashed by . 
 
   -Sorry . We couldn’t stay together till the end…
 
   -An Ogre! Does it make sense that a monster like that would appear on this goddamn third floor!
 
   -Hellhound, no wonder that thing is in the captain’s hands . 
 
   That memory ended there . 
 
   -Aegis Shield?! Oh my God Captain, where did you get this? Huh? The Sword Saint gave it to you?
 
   The Aegis Shield . 
 
   Among the numerous weapons that existed in Greek Mythology, a shield was considered to be one of the strongest!
 
   Those who had gathered around the captain were all ogling the shield with excitement flashing in their eyes . 
 
   It was the same for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘So that’s the reason . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who had witnessed the scene in the memories of the corpse, was bound to be excited after finding the truth . 
 
   ‘That’s why they set the Aegis Shield as the clear reward . ’
 
   The Sword Saint had set the Aegis Shield as the clear reward, but the shield was already stuck in the dungeon . 
 
   And this was the reason why the Sword Saint had hidden this place for such a long time, despite having to pay a heavy price . 
 
   Of course, that wasn’t the reason why Kim Woo-jin was excited . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   On the contrary, it made him a bit angry . 
 
   ‘If this is the case, then the reason why he offered the Aegis Shield as a reward…was to screw us over . ’
 
   In a sense, it was like the Sword Saint was mocking Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Nevertheless, the reason Kim Woo-jin was excited was simple . 
 
   ‘After I leave the dungeon with the Aegis Shield already in my possession, the reward will have to change . ’
 
   The Sword Saint could not give Isaac Ivanov the Aegis Shield as a reward for clearing the dungeon . 
 
   ‘I’m curious what he’ll give instead . ’
 
   So he would have to prepare something else . 
 
   This was why Kim Woo-jin was very excited . 
 
   …
 
   On the 17th day after Isaac Ivanov’s party had been trapped in the dungeon . 
 
   [Players are still unable to enter the Hellhound dungeon!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s party is still alive!]
 
   Isaac Ivanov’s party was still surviving in the dungeon . 
 
   That was it . 
 
   The media called it survival and did not use the term ‘attack’ . 
 
   The public opinion was the same . 
 
   No one thought that Isaac Ivanov was attacking the dungeon . 
 
   They believed that they were simply burning day by day till they melted completely, like a candle . 
 
   In other words, the time of opportunity was slowly approaching for those who sought to gain Isaac Ivanov’s legacy . 
 
   [Everyone, including the Five Great Guilds, are interested in the Hellhound Dungeon!]
 
   [Will there be an All-star lineup for Isaac Ivanov’s revenge?]
 
   The media was more focused on what would happen after Isaac Ivanov’s death rather than Isaac Ivanov himself . (TL: Deja vu)
 
   [No guild has officially declared an attack on the Hellhound dungeon yet!]
 
   [The Japanese Government, “So far, no guilds have proposed any plans to attack the dungeon . ”]
 
   However, despite expressing their will, there was not a single group that announced a dungeon attack . 
 
   As the competition rate wasn’t very high, it was advantageous to take the lead in situations like this . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Nevertheless, the reason the guilds didn’t hurry to announce their attack was simple . 
 
   -Is the Hellhound really such a horrific monster?
 
   ㄴNot just horrific . It’s much more terrifying than the Hatchling . Isn’t it ranked 7th amongst all the boss monsters in 4 Floors?
 
   ㄴ Because the floors are on different levels!
 
   The Hellhound was extremely strong . 
 
   No, the sheer horror of the Hellhound could not be expressed with the word ‘strong’ . 
 
   First of all, it’s skin was so thick that it could not be cut by an item lower than the unique rank, and even then, it’s resilience was very high . 
 
   It was almost impossible to leave a scar after cutting it . 
 
   Its physical capabilities were also terrifying . 
 
   With a body length of around 8 meters, including its tail, it was much faster than a cheetah, and the amount of strength it had is frighteningly high . 
 
   -But the truly terrifying part is its special abilities . 
 
   But the thing that truly made the Hellhound stand out was the special abilities it possessed . 
 
   -First of all, its blood is highly corrosive, so it would melt anything you injure it with unless they are unique grade or higher .  
 
   ㄴEven if you stab it with your weapon, its blood would melt the weapon and the wound would heal . 
 
   ㄴPhysical attacks basically don’t work . 
 
   The fact that the Hellhound’s blood was corrosive enough to dissolve even weapons, combined with the Hellhound’s high resilience created a synergy that almost completely negated physical attacks .  
 
   In fact, none of the players who successfully hunted a Hellhound had done so with physical attacks . 
 
   What was worse was the fact that they also had abilities that could amplify those advantages . 
 
   -The worst is when he spits Hellfire .  
 
   Hellfire . 
 
   It was a powerful flame that could melt even unique grade items, and once it became attached to something, it couldn’t be put out by ordinary means . 
 
   The Hellhound spat such terrifying flames from its mouth . (TL: talk about bad breath)
 
   This was why the guilds hesitated before declaring an attack on the Hellhound dungeon . 
 
   Legendary armor was a necessity to attack the Hellhound . 
 
   -It’s not possible without legendary armor .  
 
   ㄴIt’s meaningless if it’s not really strong . Hellfire can’t be put out so easily after it attaches . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Moreover, just a legendary item would not be able to cut it . They would need legendary armor that was powerful even among legendary items . 
 
   “As expected, the top five guilds are talking a lot, but they aren’t doing much acting . Well, there aren’t many guilds that have items on par with Aegis Shield after all . ”
 
   Without an item of that caliber, it was almost impossible to plan an attack . 
 
   “Although, we are the same . ”
 
   This was also the reason why the Aegis shield was in the Hellhound dungeon in the first place . 
 
   After all, the Sword Saint wasn’t stupid, would he really send players into the dungeon without some kind of assurance?
 
   The moment he created an elite team he considered capable enough, he gave them the Aegis Shield and instructed them to clear the dungeon . 
 
   However, the attack failed and the Aegis Shield was left in the dungeon . 
 
   “Anyway, Prince Khalid was surprised to learn that . ”
 
   “Surprised?”
 
   “He said he didn’t know Master could make such jokes . ”
 
   Promising Isaac Ivanov to give him the Aegis Shield was indeed a joke . 
 
   “A joke…”
 
   However, there was no sign of humor on the Sword Saint’s face when he heard those words . 
 
   “Do I look like someone who’d make jokes?”
 
   Miyazaki Sakura was surprised by the question he asked . 
 
   “It wasn’t a joke?”
 
   The Sword Saint explained . 
 
   “If I offered the Aegis Shield to Isaac Ivanov as a clearance reward, then he would naturally tell those around him about it . ”
 
   The reason he had mentioned the Aegis Shield to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “And no one would guess . That the Hellhound dungeon that has appeared is something that was failed even with the Aegis Shield . ”
 
   “Ah…!”
 
   Only then did Miyazaki Sakura understand the Sword Saint’s intentions . 
 
   The Sword Saint hadn’t informed Isaac Ivanov about the Aegis Shield in order to trick him, he had done it to keep the other players off guard . 
 
   “It will be a tomb that stays for eternity . ”
 
   By doing so, he would turn the Hellhound dungeon into a graveyard for their competitors . 
 
   The Sword Saint firmly believed this, which is why he spoke in a confident tone . 
 
   “No one would be able to find what they’re looking for there . ”
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   Psh!
 
   In a hellish scene where the ground was riddled with cracks from which yellow sulfuric smoke spewed, a hole could be found . 
 
   And in this hole which appeared to have been dug artificially, was a man with a skull mask covering his face . 
 
   Before long, the man climbed out of the hole carrying a square shaped shield in his hands . 
 
   Then the item’s status window appeared before the man’s eyes . 
 
   [Aegis Shield]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   – Required Level: Level 1 or higher
 
   – Description: The strongest shield made by Hephaestus . When magic power or stamina is injected into it, God’s protection will be activated . 
 
   – Magic Power or Stamina can be used to activate God’s protection . (TL: yes the same sentence with some variations…)
 
   – Cannot be destroyed
 
   Aegis Shield . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was currently looking at an item that he’d only heard rumors of in his past life . 
 
   ‘He hid it well . ’
 
   The moment the shield’s previous wielder realised that they would fail the dungeon, he proceeded to use all kinds of means to hide the Aegis Shield . 
 
   ‘If it wasn’t for Anubis’ Eyes, I never would have found it . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin also admitted that he would have never found it if he hadn’t used Anubis’ Eyes, which showed just how well the previous wielder hid the item . 
 
   ‘He risked his life just to hide this item… he was incredibly loyal to the Sword Saint . ’
 
   For him to be so willing to give his life for the Sword Saint, the amount of loyalty he had couldn’t be small . 
 
   Of course, his efforts had been futile in the end . 
 
   The Aegis Shield, which he had worked so hard to hide, had fallen into Kim Woo-jin’s hands . 
 
   However, nothing in Kim Woo-jin’s expression showed joy at obtaining such a remarkable treasure . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   -Was there supposed to be two Hellhounds?
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who was on Hellhound reconnaissance with a linked skeleton soldier, asked Kim Woo-jin a question . 
 
   -Huh? Or am I just seeing things?
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   To that question, Kim Woo-jin gave a simple answer . 
 
   “Two is right . ”
 
   The reason that Kim Woo-jin did not show any joy was the fact that there were two Hellhounds instead of one . 
 
   This was the reason the previous team failed the dungeon even though they had an amazing item like the Aegis Shield . 
 
   No matter how amazing the Aegis Shield was, there was no way that it could defend against two Hellhounds at the same time . 
 
   -Dammit, I would’ve preferred if you’d said I was seeing things . It’s such a scam to have two monsters like that!
 
   It was terrible news . 
 
   Who could imagine fighting two Hellhounds when even one was considered a nightmare?
 
   -What will we do?
 
   Lee Jin-ah asked this question with a tense expression on his face . 
 
   Instead of answering, Kim Woo-jin contemplated silently . 
 
   He grew more worried as the silence stretched on, but Lee Jin-ah did not rush Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   -Take your time, even I could not have imagined such a situation . 
 
   Even Lee Jin-ah, who had experienced all kinds of ridiculous situations with Kim Woo-jin, knew that this situation wasn’t normal . 
 
   “It’s not a situation that I couldn’t imagine . ”
 
   -Huh?
 
   “This is within the range of my expectations . ”
 
   -What?
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t bother to explain to the surprised Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   As Kim Woo-jin said, although the current situation was not the best, it was still within his estimated range . 
 
   ‘If they failed even with the Aegis Shield, then there must be a reason . ’
 
   To be precise, he had come to this conclusion after learning on the third floor that the Aegis Shield was in the dungeon . 
 
   -D-, do you have a plan?
 
   “The strategy is the same . First remove the Hellhounds’ minions, the Helldogs . Afterwards, you’ll hold the Hellhound’s aggro while the Skeleton Soldiers attack it . ”
 
   The Hellhounds couldn’t only be hunted using magic attacks, they could also be hunted with physical attacks . 
 
   As long as they used weapons that were strong enough to not dissolve because of the corrosive blood, then, no matter how resilient the Hellhounds were, would they still be able to demonstrate their full abilities when there were weapons stuck all over their bodies?
 
   Of course, something like that would require at least 100 unique grade weapons . 
 
   “The material used will be the Hatchling’s bones, as I mentioned before . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   So he’d prepared the Hatchling’s skeleton for this specific reason . 
 
   There was very little value in creating a Hatchling Skeleton Soldier . 
 
   The Hatchling Skeleton Soldier, which could not fly, would merely be a large Skeleton Soldier which required an enormous amount of man to maintain because of its tremendous size . 
 
   This was why Kim Woo-jin used the term ‘material’ . 
 
   “If it’s a weapon made from the Hatchling’s bones then it wouldn’t be corroded by the Hellhound’s blood . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin had used the Hatchling’s skeleton to create Dragon Bone Swords . 
 
   This was the preparation he had made to hunt the Hellhound, and it was also the plan he had made with Lee Jin-ah before . 
 
   -I know that . That’s why you made me fight the Ogre, wasn’t it?
 
   Kim Woo-jin had used the boss of the third floor, the Ogre, to train Lee Jin-ah’s senses and combat ability to the limit . 
 
   -But what about the other one?
 
   The problem was that there would still be another Hellhound that they had to deal with . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin gave a simple answer . 
 
   “I’ll kill the other one . ”
 
   -So you’re going to stall the oth…
 
   It was then . 
 
   -Huh?
 
   Lee Jin-ah realised that Kim Woo-jin’s words didn’t match what he had been expecting, so he asked again . 
 
   -Kill it?
 
   Instead of answering, Kim Woo-jin equipped the Aegis Shield to his left hand . 
 
   [Gained Achievement ‘The One Blessed By God’ . ]
 
   [Gained Achievement ‘The Legendary Collector’ . ]
 
   [The Ring of Hercules has unlocked a new ability . ]
 
   [All recoveries increased by 100% . ]
 
   [You can use God’s Protection . ]
 
   Following the notification, Kim Woo-jin unsheathed the Makya that he had at his waist . 
 
   …
 
   A day in the life of a predator was usually quite peaceful . 
 
   The same was true for the Hellhounds and their minions . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The Hellhounds and their minions simply lay around their lair filled with the smell of sulfur, some of them were yawning while some were already asleep with their stomachs in the air . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   It was two skeletons, who appeared from the sulfuric smoke, that broke the ambience and tranquility of this scene . 
 
   The skeletons didn’t try to hide their presence at all as they began to move toward the group of Helldogs . 
 
   Grrr!
 
   Instead of being surprised at their appearance, however, the Helldogs immediately prepared for battle . 
 
   Awoo! Awoo!
 
   The reason they showed such a reaction was because they had experienced this situation numerous times before . 
 
   Unsurprisingly, one of the Hellhounds, the leader of the Helldogs, also made its move . 
 
   Grrrr!
 
   While its minion let out loud cries and made a fuss, the Hellhound simply let out a low growl as it appeared in front of them . 
 
   It was 8 or so meters long, and its body was so black that it was difficult to fully distinguish its shape . Nevertheless, its presence was overwhelming . 
 
   Grrr!
 
   Moreover, globules of black fire would drip from its mouth with every breath that it took . 
 
   Tssss!
 
   The flames that fell to the floor burned mercilessly even though they had nothing to fuel them . 
 
   Hellfire!
 
   Fire that never went out after it appeared . 
 
   “What a bullshit dog . ”
 
   Then Lee Jin-ah also showed up . 
 
   Dressed in the Nemean Lion’s leather, Lee Jin-ah looked at the giant beast in front of him and muttered . 
 
   “After I kill it, I’ll specifically ask him to make it into my own skeleton dog and name it Ferrari . ”
 
   That was the end of his muttering . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   The battle began immediately following the charge of a Skeleton Knight atop a skeletal wolf . 
 
   The battle was quite simple . 
 
   The skeletons fought against the Helldogs, and at the same time, Lee Jin-ah faced off against the Hellhound . 
 
   “Drah!”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Awoo!
 
   Lee Jin-ah stalled the Hellhound by constantly provoking it to gain its attention . 
 
   Grrr!
 
   It was at that time that the other Hellhound, who had remained silent this entire time, began making its move . 
 
   As soon as the battle became chaotic, it lifted its body off the ground and carefully began moving through the sulfur fumes . 
 
   Its movement was very reminiscent of an assassin . 
 
   It was clear that this monster intended to use the cover of the chaos to eliminate what it perceived to be the head of the opposing group . 
 
   Naturally, this couldn’t be seen as a predatory act . 
 
   Grrrr!
 
   Instead, this was evidence that it had already experienced similar situations numerous times before and had developed its own way of handling it . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin was also aiming for this point . 
 
   Puht!
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who had been hiding nearby with the Desert Chameleon Cloak, used the Makya to cut a piece of the Hellhound’s flesh off . 
 
   Guhu!
 
   Surprised, the Hellhound shot a fireball towards Kim Woo-jin’s direction . 
 
   Paht!
 
   However, the fireball hit an invisible wall before it quickly began to disappear . 
 
   The moment the Hellhound shut its mouth in surprise at what happened, another piece of flesh was cut from its side . 
 
   Tuk! Tuk!
 
   Its corrosive blood flowed from the wounds and melted the ground . 
 
   Of course, the injury healed almost immediately . 
 
   The problem was that the wound did not recover to its original shape .  
 
   To put it simply, its body’s volume had decreased . 
 
   This was considered the best method to deal with monsters who had high resilience . 
 
   ‘This reminds me of when I hunted the Cerberus in the 8 Floor dungeon . ’
 
   Naturally, it was a method that had already been confirmed to work exceptionally against Hellhounds . 
 
   ‘At that, I had to hunt 23 Hellhounds . ’
 
   And the confirmation was very reliable . 
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   There was one thing that you had to keep in mind when fighting Hellhounds . 
 
   Never touch the Hellfire . 
 
   It didn’t matter if you had a legendary item with very special abilities . 
 
   But if you didn’t, hell would begin the moment you touched the Hellfire . 
 
   If Hellfire came into contact with your skin, the most common and effective measure was to cut off the part that had touched the Hellfire . 
 
   Was more explanation still needed?
 
   Of course, if you were to say these words to a tank, they would all give you the same response . 
 
   “Fuck, if it’s as easy as you’re making it sound, why don’t you tank instead?!”
 
   It was virtually impossible . 
 
   First of all, there were no rules to a Hellhound’s usage of Hellfire .  
 
   There were some signs when the Hellhound was about to use it, but no sign could be used as a clear indicator . 
 
   Moreover, the Hellhound itself was an incredibly large monster . 
 
   Would it be possible to completely avoid the Hellfire when faced with a monster like that?
 
   However, that was exactly what Lee Jin-ah was doing at that moment . 
 
   Roar!
 
   He perfectly evaded the Hellfire that the hellhound spewed with a well timed roll . 
 
   Moreover, this was the nineteenth time this had happened . 
 
   During his confrontation with the Hellhound, he had avoided nineteen surprise Hellfire attacks as well as body slams, scratches and bites . 
 
   It was quite surprising . 
 
   ‘Is this really happening?’
 
   In fact, Lee Jin-ah was surprising even himself at the moment . 
 
   Of course, Lee Jin-ah’s surprise was only half-serious . 
 
   Because he knew . 
 
   ‘This is why he pushes me so hard . ’
 
   That this was only possible because of none other than the intense training he received from Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   In that training that seemed to go beyond simple life and death, Lee Jin-ah had learned how to instinctively read monsters’ behaviour . 
 
   This was one of the most important skills that a player could possess . 
 
   And the result was quite clear . 
 
   Awoo!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Awoo!
 
   Awoo!
 
   The Hellhound that could even defeat experts wearing equipment worth billions of dollars, now looked like a hedgehog with numerous swords sticking from its body . 
 
   This monster, which would give most players nightmares, was now in a very miserable state . 
 
   ‘Kuh, I can’t believe I’ve gotten this strong . I’m pretty amazing after all . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah admired his power . 
 
   He felt like he deserved to feel drunk on his power . 
 
   Today’s battle would surely hold an important place in his future biography, with an entire page being dedicated to it . 
 
   Roar!
 
   But it wasn’t something he could do while the Hellhound was still alive . 
 
   ‘Ah!’
 
   In the short moment that Lee Jin-ah had lowered his guard, the Hellhound spat out a black fireball with amazing accuracy . 
 
   ‘Is it possible?’
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who had avoided the Hellhound’s Hellfire nineteen times before, was experiencing this situation for the first time . 
 
   Moreover, the Hellfire that the Hellhound had spat out before completely surrounded him like a minefield . 
 
   It was impossible to avoid it . 
 
   ‘Fuck . ’
 
   Of course, even at this moment, Lee Jin-ah was not frozen in shock . 
 
   Instead, he quickly realised what he would have to do . 
 
   ‘I’ll give up an arm . ’
 
   Block it with one arm before cutting off the affected area!
 
   ‘I use my right hand to eat, so I’ll give up my left . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah raised his left hand without hesitation . 
 
   It was then .  
 
   Clang!
 
   The Hellfire that had been flying toward Lee Jin-ah hit an invisible wall and disappeared . 
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   Lee Jin-ah was caught off guard . 
 
   Standing in front of him was Kim Woo-jin with the Aegis Shield . 
 
   He had arrived . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but feel some admiration for Kim Woo-jin who appeared like a savior while wondering if he’d already taken care of his Hellhound . 
 
   However, he didn’t ask the question . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kyaha!
 
   The moment the Hellhound’s fire had been blocked, the two Skeleton Knights that had been waiting, rushed forward and stabbed their swords into the Hellhounds body . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Meanwhile, Kim Woo-jin also approached the Hellhound . 
 
   The climax of the battle immediately began . 
 
   …
 
   Awoo!
 
   With one last cry, the Hellhound fell to the ground . 
 
   Its appearance was quite horrifying to look at . 
 
   Dozens of Swords had been stuck into its body, and there were parts that appeared sunken as though they were cut away and healed . 
 
   Kehuh!
 
   Kehuh!
 
   Nevertheless, the Hellhound forced itself back up again, a black fireball visible in its mouth . 
 
   Awoo, awoo!
 
   Awoo!
 
   It seemed that it was burning the last of its energy to give its all in this fight . 
 
   ‘We don’t need to fight any more . ’
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin had no intention of giving the Hellhound such an honorable ending . 
 
   He wasn’t here to shoot a movie or a drama after all . 
 
   Rattel!
 
   At Kim Woo-jin’s command, all the Skeleton Soldiers immediately began to retreat . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   The Skeleton Knights also distanced themselves from the dying Hellhound . 
 
   He was simply waiting for it to die . 
 
   Kung!
 
   Kung!
 
   When it noticed this, the Hellhound cried out in anger, but it changed nothing . 
 
   The skeletons all retreated to a distance the Hellhound couldn’t reach, waiting for their prey to die . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also observed the Hellhound from a distance . 
 
   [Horus’ Eyes have opened . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s eyes suddenly began emitting golden light . 
 
   Then a bunch of information appeared in front of him . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   One of the things that stood out, was an item that was in the Hellhound’s stomach . 
 
   [Seventh Tail of the Nine Tailed Fox]
 
   – Rating: Legendary 
 
   – Required Level: Level 1 or higher
 
   – Description: The seventh tail of the Nine Tailed Fox . It has the ability to create an alter ego . 
 
   – Chance to create an alter ego when equipped . 
 
   The Seventh Tail of the Nine Tailed Fox . 
 
   ‘So this is the reason . ’
 
   This tail, which had the chance to create an alter ego, was the reason there were two Hellhounds . 
 
   ‘This is the first time I’ve seen the seventh tail . ’
 
   In addition, it was the first time that Kim Woo-jin had encountered the item . 
 
   ‘How fortunate . ’
 
   Of course, it was a wonderful gift that he had no intention to refuse . 
 
   “Is it over now?”
 
   Then Lee Jin-ah approached him while asking a question . 
 
   His voice was hoarse, showing just how exhausted he was . 
 
   This also showed that the tension and pressure that he had felt for the first time had finally eased . 
 
   It was worth it . 
 
   “Ugh, when I saw that there were two of them, I instantly got dizzy . ”
 
   No one in the world would have dared to imagine that there would be two Hellhounds in the dungeon . 
 
   From Lee Jin-ah’s perspective, learning that information was like being told to make preparations for his death . 
 
   “Don’t relax . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked at Lee Jin-ah before saying . 
 
   “The most important part has yet to come . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin began to explain to the confused Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Things have changed in many ways . That’s why we have to modify our plan for when we leave the dungeon . ”
 
   Before entering the dungeon, Kim Woo-jin didn’t know about the Aegis Shield, two Hellhounds and the Seventh Tail of the Nine Tailed Fox . 
 
   This meant that they would have to revise the plan they’d made in advance since the situation had changed . 
 
   “Firstly, we’ll hide the Aegis Shield . ”
 
   The most important thing for them was the deal with the Aegis Shield . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Hide it?”
 
   “If we ask the Sword Saint for the Aegis Shield that we already collected and hid, he will surely feel miserable . ”
 
   “Ha! Yeah, we have to torment that bastard . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah nodded . 
 
   “And we’ll need to add a few injuries . ”
 
   “Injuries?”
 
   “The Sword Saint would doubt it if the two of us cleared a dungeon his elite team couldn’t even with the Aegis Shield, without any injuries . ”
 
   When he heard that, Lee Jin-ah nodded again . 
 
   “I’ll have to cut off at least an arm . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   However, Lee Jin-ah shouted in fright when he heard the next words Kim Woo-jin said . 
 
   “Why an arm?”
 
   “It will have more of an impact . It’s fine, I can always reattach it after we leave, can’t I?”
 
   “R-, right, but cutting off an arm…”
 
   “Lee Jin-ah, in your case, you will need to have injuries all over your body . ”
 
   “No, wait! Why should I do that? Huh? Why am I the one who has to suffer the most?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin gave a simple reply to the unconvinced Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “I almost died twice already, now it’s your turn . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah only had one thought at that moment . 
 
   “You really are the Spawn of Satan . ”
 
   It was then . 
 
   [You have slain the Hellhound . ]
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your capabilities . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld has bestowed some power onto you . ]
 
   [The rank of the Skeleton Knight skill has increased by one . ]
 
   [The rank of the Bone Sword skill has increased by one . ]
 
   The notifications announcing the end of the dungeon attack sounded out . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin didn’t pay much attention to it . 
 
   ‘Now that I’ve truly gone against the Sword Saint, there will no longer be any clumsy jokes . ’
 
   This was just the beginning . 
 
   ‘Now, the real war starts . ’
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   It was the 21st day since Isaac Ivanov had been trapped in the Hellhound dungeon, and the world had already gotten over what happened . 
 
   -There’s probably not much time left . 
 
   -I wonder if we’ll be able to recover their remains…
 
   Most people had already come to accept Isaac Ivanov’s death . 
 
   Of course, not everyone thought that way . 
 
   In particular, Oh Se-chan and his subordinates thought differently . 
 
   “Still no news?”
 
   However, although they were not convinced of Isaac Ivanov’s imminent demise, they still felt anxious . 
 
   “Yes sir, nothing yet . ”
 
   “Do you think something happened?”
 
   It wasn’t that they were beginning to lose faith . 
 
   After all, they wouldn’t have let the two of them enter the dungeon in the first place if they didn’t believe in them . 
 
   “I don’t know . ”
 
   But wasn’t it common for strange situations to occur during dungeon attacks?
 
   In face of this situation, even Oh Se-chan began to feel a little nervous . 
 
   “Ah, I don’t know . Let’s eat something first . We hadn’t had chinese in a long time, have we? How about Tangsuyuk?”
 
   His subordinates could tell that he was changing the subject to food to hide his nervousness . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘He looks really anxious . ’
 
   ‘It’s not even Christmas and he’s mentioning Tangsuyuk, should we take him to a hospital?”
 
   Oh Se-chan was very nervous . 
 
   As Oh Se-chan began thinking about what dishes he wanted to order, a subordinate suddenly shouted . 
 
   “They’re out!”
 
   At those words, Oh Se-chan shot to his feet and shouted, his excitement almost exploding from his body . 
 
   “They’re finally out! That’s right! I had complete faith in them! I knew they would beat it! They are amazing guys after all! Ah, I’m getting the sudden urge to kiss them…”
 
   “Park Yong-wan’s team has cleared the 6 Floor dungeon . ”
 
   When the subordinate continued speaking, Oh Se-chan shut his mouth and turned to look at them . 
 
   When he saw the eerie glint in Oh Se-chan’s eyes, the subordinate couldn’t help but ask while having a ‘Did I do something wrong?’ expression on their face . 
 
   “I-, is there a problem?”
 
   “You’re asking that now? We don’t care about Park Yong-wan, you don’t have to announce it so readily when he leaves the dungeon . ”
 
   In response to Oh Se-chan’s cold words, the subordinate could only nod dumbly without saying anything . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   “They’re out!”
 
   Another subordinate entered the room and shouted in the same manner as the previous subordinate . 
 
   “Didn’t someone already come to announce that that shit came out?”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Oh Se-chan simply gestured with his chin toward the subordinate who had tilted their head in confusion . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “No, I was just talking to myself . So, who came out?”
 
   “Kim Woo-jin is out!”
 
   At that moment, the expression on Oh Se-chan’s face changed . 
 
   “They’re finally out! That’s right! I had complete faith in them! Absolutely! If I were there… Ah, really . ”
 
   However, the excitement could not burst out at this time because he had already expended it previously . 
 
   So Oh Se-chan gave up being excited and asked instead . 
 
   “So what’s the situation on Isaac Ivanov’s side?”
 
   “Kim Woo-jin’s right arm was cut off, and as for Lee Jin-ah, he’s currently in a coma . They have already begun treatment . ”
 
   It was a very disturbing situation . 
 
   However, neither Oh Se-chan nor his subordinates appeared to be surprised by this information . 
 
   Instead, Oh Se-chan spoke in a calm tone . 
 
   “So Lee Jin-ah is the one pretending to be in a coma this time?”
 
   “I think so . ”
 
   This was because they had already agreed to such a result beforehand . 
 
   “Okay, then let’s move on to the next step . ”
 
   After being briefed on the situation, Oh Se-chan turned to a subordinate standing beside him . 
 
   “Prepare the press conference . ”
 
   “Yes, sir . ”
 
   Then he turned to another subordination . 
 
   “Arrange a protection detail for Kim Woo-jin . I’m sure the Sword Saint will try something funny . Don’t forget to backtrace it too . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Understood!”
 
   Oh Se-chan then pointed to a third subordinate . 
 
   Seeing this, the subordinate nodded, showing that he was ready to receive the orders . 
 
   Oh Se-chan told him . 
 
   “Tell Park Yong-wan that Kim Woo-jin is still alive . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   However, the orders that Oh Se-chan gave him caught the subordinate by surprise . 
 
   “Tell him that he faked his death because of the threat of terrorism . He had already been targeted twice, so such a justification would be considered acceptable . ”
 
   A smile spread across Oh Se-chan’s lips . 
 
   “Of course, don’t forget to charge for the cost involved in the process . Ah, he’ll need to continue to hide in the future, so include the cost for that as well . It’s not easy to hide from the Japanese government for so long, is it?”
 
   A very, very large smile . 
 
   …
 
   After the terrorist incident against Isaac Ivanov, the Japanese government took control of the situation and strengthened the security around the dungeon gate . 
 
   This was because the dungeon gate to the Hellhound Dungeon had become a symbolic place as a result of the terrorist incident, and there was a chance that similar activities might occur again . 
 
   “Still no news today? They’re really lasting a long time . ”
 
   “They might be hiding in the dungeon because they don’t want to die . ”
 
   “Maybe, but if you think about it, as soon as the dungeon attack is over, the Japanese government will definitely face criticisms again . ”
 
   “Damn, they might withhold the information . ”
 
   This also meant that the news reporters gathered would only be able to acquire information after the Japanese government released a statement, which made them incredibly displeased . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Of course, not everyone was complaining . 
 
   Some still showed the spirit of a reporter . 
 
   “You don’t have to stay in that position . ”
 
   Some people had managed to find loopholes through which to monitor the dungeon gate despite the strict control . 
 
   “No way, scoops only come to those who are prepared . ”
 
   This was the case for two foreign reporters who were sitting in ways that allowed them to keep watch on the dungeon gate . 
 
   Their bodies, which were forced to maintain a strange position for a long time, cried in pain . 
 
   Nevertheless, none of this was visible on their faces . 
 
   Instead, their eyes shined brightly as though they truly expected to catch a scoop . 
 
   “Huh? I think something is happening . ”
 
   Another reporter approached the reporter who’d said this, looking at them as they stared at the dungeon gate through their camera . 
 
   “Really? What’s going on?”
 
   However, the reporter didn’t respond to them and kept looking through the camera as though they had been frozen in time . 
 
   “What is it? Did Isaac come out of the dungeon?”
 
   Of course, he was just making a joke . 
 
   These few reporters were sure that Isaac Ivanov would not be able to return alive . 
 
   However, the reporter with the camera did not laugh at the joke . 
 
   Instead, when he heard the word ‘Isaac’, he shouted out subconsciously . 
 
   “Isaac came back alive!”
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   Players who were considered to have transcended the human race would sometimes have frivolous legends about them . 
 
   Players active in 6 Floor dungeons usually had one or two legendary tales about them .  
 
   However, none of them had returned from death . 
 
   But it had happened now . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s Party comes back alive!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov returns from death!]
 
   Isaac Ivanov, who virtually everyone in the world had believed to be dead, had returned with his life intact . 
 
   The world’s response to this fact was simple . 
 
   -Is this true?
 
   -This doesn’t make sense . How did they clear an A+ rank 4 Floor dungeon with just the two of them?
 
   -Are the Japanese dungeon using actors to avoid criticism?
 
   -This is 100% false news . 
 
   No one in the world believed the news . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov lost an arm! A serious injury!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s teammate currently in a coma!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s party currently receiving urgent treatment!]
 
   However, they gradually began to believe it as more and more news articles began appearing . 
 
   [Exclusive! Reporter manages to capture image of Isaac Ivanov as he left the dungeon!]
 
   People could no longer doubt the news when pictures and videos of Isaac Ivanov after he left the dungeon began appearing . 
 
   -Isaac is back from hell!
 
   -Savior! He’s the real Savior!
 
   -This is a miracle!
 
   Instead, the world became filled with cheers as Isaac Ivanov once again created a miracle that no one else had managed to do before . 
 
   At the same time, another man was seeing another miracle with his own eyes . 
 
   -Congratulations on clearing the dungeon . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   In a dark room, Kim Woo-jin sent Park Yong-wan congratulations for his successful dungeon attack through a video call . 
 
   Park Yong-wan smiled and said . 
 
   “This is the first time I’ve seen a dead person come back to life . ”
 
   After saying that, Park Yong-wan pressed his fingers to his temple . 
 
   Then he recalled the memory of last night when he had stepped out of the dungeon gate after finishing the attack on the dungeon .  
 
   The situation had been pretty tense at that time . 
 
   The attack on the 6 Floor dungeon was much more difficult than he had expected as an accident had occurred during the battle with the boss monster of the sixth floor, the Sword Weasel . 
 
   In order to reduce the damage caused by the accident, Park Yong-wan had needed to do even more work, and as a result, by the end of the dungeon attack, he sported new, serious injuries . 
 
   However, it was only after he arrived outside the dungeon that Park Yong-wan believed he received the truly deadly damage . 
 
   It was at that moment that he had been notified about Kim Woo-jin’s death . At the same time, he had also learned the news about Isaac Ivanov’s situation . 
 
   Park Yong-wan had felt his mind go blank . 
 
   That was how shocking these two pieces of news were . 
 
   “I never thought I’d experience a day when two dead men would come back to life . ”
 
   But now he had learned that the dead had come back to life at the same time . 
 
   -I’m sorry . 
 
   “You don’t need to apologize . From my perspective, you being alive is already good enough . ”
 
   Of course, this news made him happy . 
 
   It was much better to get a little shock instead of actually having his investments simply collapse . 
 
   “The only thing I’m curious about is why you faked your death in the first place, so explain that . I don’t really like surprises . ”
 
   However, he still needed to hear the reason for their deception . 
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin explained it to him . 
 
   -After I was attacked by the Japanese players, I had a discussion with Isaac Ivanov, and we both came to the same conclusion . 
 
   “What conclusion?
 
   -We believe it is likely that someone in the Japanese government, or even the Japanese government itself is targeting Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Park Yong-wan nodded slightly at those words . 
 
   This was a sign for Kim Woo-jin to continue talking . 
 
   -Naturally, we were sure they would attack Isaac Ivanov another time, so we deliberately faked my death . This way someone would be in the shadows, monitoring their actions . And like we expected, there was another attack . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   After saying that, Kim Woo-jin let out a long sigh . 
 
   -It was only through God’s grace that Isaac made it back this time . 
 
   That long sigh showed a deep sincerity that no one would doubt . 
 
   Even Park Yong-wan was the same . 
 
   “I heard the report of the situation . ”
 
   It was absolutely impossible to clear an A+ rank dungeon that had Hellhounds without sufficient preparation . 
 
   “The heavens truly helped him . That would not have been possible without a heavy dose of luck . ”
 
   It wasn’t an exaggeration to say that he had been helped by the heavens . 
 
   Even an elite player like Park Yong-wan was willing to bet his entire fortune on that . 
 
   -Anyway, it’s good that he survived . Although there were injuries . 
 
   “Are the injuries serious?”
 
   -Isaac’s aren’t that serious . He’d managed to recover his severed arm so he was able to get it reattached . Instead, it’s the other one’s injury that was more severe . 
 
   “What a pity . ”
 
   Although he said this, Park Yong-wan wasn’t actually disappointed . 
 
   ‘As long as Isaac is alive . ’
 
   In his opinion, it was fine as long as Isaac Ivanov survived . 
 
   -Anyway, Isaac has made up his mind . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin continued speaking . 
 
   -He will end all activities in Japan after getting what Japan owes him . 
 
   Park Yong-wan nodded at those words . 
 
   “There’s no reason to keep hanging round those sneaky ******”
 
   -So we’d like to know if Mr . Park Yong-wan would help us deal with the Japanese government . You are the only supporter that Isaac has with any influence in Japan . 
 
   They wanted him to go against the Japanese government . 
 
   Park Yong-wan responded to the request without hesitation . 
 
   “No problem . I’ll even confront the Sword Saint if I have to . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled at Park Yong-wan’s confidence . 
 
   -Thank you . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “This is what I should do as a sponsor . ”
 
   After saying this, Park Yong-wan changed the subject once again . 
 
   “So what does Isaac Ivanov intend to do in the future?”
 
   -I don’t know the detailed plan . And it’s possible that he might change his mind . But from what he’s said . It seems…he intends to target all the dungeons the Messiah Guild abandoned . 
 
   “Really?”
 
   Park Yong-wan was surprised by that answer . 
 
   “Targeting the dungeons abandoned by the Messiah Guild?”
 
   -Yes . 
 
   To attack the dungeons abandoned by the Messiah Guild meant to attack basically the worst dungeons . 
 
   It took tremendous willpower for Isaac Ivanov, who had already faced the possibility of dying in a dungeon, to say that . 
 
   Of course, there was another reason why Park Yong-wan was so surprised . 
 
   ‘I picked the right guy . ’
 
   He clearly knew exactly what it meant to attack dungeons the Messiah Guild had left behind, and the value they had . 
 
   ‘Clearing dungeons that the Messiah Guild gave up was basically challenging the Messiah Guild . ’
 
   Isaac Ivanov intended to challenge the Messiah Guild in a way that no one had dared to before . 
 
   Moreover, there was a high chance that he would be able to do it . 
 
   ‘He’ll definitely do it . ’
 
   At that moment, Isaac Ivanov’s appeal rose once more . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin made an even more attractive offer to him . 
 
   -But now he’ll never move without protection . After experiencing this twice, it’s natural that he’d be wary . 
 
   Park Yong-wan nodded . 
 
   “From 4 Floor dungeons and up, you need more support and assistance . ”
 
   As he said this, Park Yong-wan drew a picture in his head . 
 
   This is the chance to ensure that he completely comes under me . ’
 
   The main reason players joined strong guilds was to block external variables as much as possible during dungeon attacks . 
 
   Especially with 4 and 5 Floor dungeons, because the number of these dungeons wasn’t high, attacks would often happen in foreign countries . 
 
   This meant that the same thing could happen again unless Isaac Ivanov was supported by that country’s government . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Isaac Ivanov is finally coming into my hand…how exciting . ’
 
   From Park Yong-wan’s perspective, this was the perfect opportunity to truly become more than Isaac Ivanov’s sponsor . 
 
   “Tell Isaac Ivanov . If he comes under me, I will support him in every possible way . ”
 
   He showed his willingness to pay the price . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin checked once again . 
 
   -Should I tell him those exact words?
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   -Understood . 
 
   “Okay, then that should be all the important matters . Do you have anything else to report?”
 
   -I don’t
 
   Park Yong-wan nodded at that . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   -Ah!
 
   Kim Woo-jin suddenly stopped Park Yong-wan, who was about to end the call . 
 
   -I need funding . 
 
   “Funds?”
 
   Park Yong-wan’s expression crumpled as he said this, and Kim Woo-jin nodded as he explained . 
 
   -Since I’m officially dead, I can’t use the funds that were left in my name . So please support me . And since I’m in this kind of situation, I would need twice as much as usual . 
 
   Park Yong-wan’s heart quivered slightly at those words . 
 
   “…I’ll support you . ”
 
   -Thank you . Of course, please use money that is clean . 
 
   “Don’t worry, I’ll provide you with enough laundered money to even bribe the President . ”
 
   The call ended there . 
 
   The moment the video call ended, Park Yong-wan took out his smartphone and called his secretary . 
 
   “I need laundered money to send to Kim Woo-jin . Is it possible to do it right now? Oh Se-chan? Okay, then do that . ”
 
   After the phone call, Park Yong-wan lay on his bed while thinking . 
 
   ‘I’m glad Kim Woo-jin is alive . ’
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   The best sushi restaurant in Japan was not an easy place to even make a reservation . 
 
   Nevertheless, for the second time, three people had reserved the restaurant that was always filled with customers . 
 
   It was an unspeakable luxury . 
 
   “I’m glad I got another chance to treat you properly . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was wearing the Isaac Ivanov mask, did not immediately respond to Miyazaki Sakura’s words . 
 
   In addition, his expression was not good . 
 
   His face was stiff and his eyes were cold . 
 
   The same was true for Lee Jin-ah who sat beside him . 
 
   Both of them looked at Miyazaki Sakura with cold expressions . 
 
   It was clear that they didn’t want to be there . 
 
   “Honestly, I don’t want to enjoy this kind of relaxation . ”
 
   And if that still wasn’t enough to express his displeasure, Kim Woo-jin spoke in English . 
 
   “The only reason I’m here is to confirm the deal . There was an accident, but I cleared the dungeon as promised . And now it’s the Sword Saint’s turn to keep his promise . ”
 
   After saying that, Kim Woo-jin immediately addressed the main subject . 
 
   “I would like to receive the Aegis Shield . ”
 
   At those words, Miyazaki Sakura took a sip of the tea in front of her, as if she was trying to avoid giving an immediate answer . 
 
   Tension filled the room . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin’s inner thoughts weren’t tense . 
 
   There wasn’t even a sliver of tension anywhere in his body . 
 
   ‘I’m in control . ’
 
   The situation was clear . 
 
   The Sword Saint had promised to give them the Aegis Shield, but he didn’t actually have the Aegis shield . 
 
   In the end, the only thing he could do was pay a price that was equivalent to that . 
 
   ‘And since they can’t avoid it, it’s better to finish the calculations quickly . ’
 
   Moreover, the price wasn’t something that they could avoid just because they wanted to . 
 
   In other words, they would have to negotiate, and Kim Woo-jin was the one who held the reins in this negotiation . 
 
   That was why he had no need to be nervous . 
 
   “First, I’ll start with an apology . The reward that was promised at that time, the Aegis Shield, could not be provided due to unforeseen circumstances . ”
 
   The situation went exactly as Kim Woo-jin predicted . 
 
   “Then I’d like to receive an item of equivalent value . ”
 
   Miyazaki Sakura directly started the negotiation with a clear request rather than idle remarks . 
 
   “What item would you like to have instead?”
 
   “What items do you have?”
 
   “I can’t reveal that information . If there is any item you desire, we will see if we can adapt accordingly . ”
 
   Of course, she still intended to reduce the losses as much as possible during these negotiations . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   This also meant that she was preparing for a long negotiation . 
 
   “Shall we discuss while eating?”
 
   As soon as she gave the signal, the door opened and a platter of sushi that was clearly crafted by an artisan, appeared . 
 
   At that moment, Lee Jin-ah’s eyes shook . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   As the staff member stepped forward to place the platter on the table . 
 
   As Lee Jin-ah’s mouth became filled with saliva . 
 
   And as Miyazaki Sakura began simulating a scenario in which she would be able to give their least valued legendary item to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin spoke . 
 
   “I want Solomon’s Ring . ”
 
   …
 
   Solomon’s Ring . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin first learned of its existence about a year after the war with Japan had ended, and the Messiah Guild had become a transnational organisation . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin, these are items you need to look out for . ”
 
   Park Shin-hye had come to visit him and she had brought a list of items with her . 
 
   “I don’t think I need to explain the Aegis Shield, but do you know about Solomon’s Ring?”
 
   “This is my first time hearing about it . ”
 
   “It has the ability to control monsters below the user’s level . It doesn’t matter if they are a boss monster or not . Even Dragons could be controlled as long as they are a lower level than the user . ” (TL: Woah…)
 
   “It’s an amazing item . ”
 
   “That’s exactly why I’m asking you to look out for it . It would be very dangerous if an item like that were to fall into the King of Undead’s hands . ”
 
   That was the first time he’d heard about Solomon’s Ring . 
 
   And that was also the last memory he had concerning Solomon’s Ring . 
 
   Regardless of what Kim Woo-jin tried, he hadn’t been able to find Solomon’s Ring, he couldn’t even find a trace of it . 
 
   ‘The Sword Saint has Solomon’s Ring . ’
 
   It would be strange if he didn’t choose that item after learning that the Sword Saint had it . 
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin didn’t just ask for Solomon’s Ring because he coveted its ability . 
 
   He definitely wanted it for its ability, but there was another reason that was just as important as that one . 
 
   ‘And that fact is only known to those close to the Sword Saint . ’
 
   Only a few people, including the Sword Saint and Bow God, knew who had Solomon’s Ring . 
 
   No one else knew . 
 
   Not even the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘In such a situation, just by bringing Solomon’s Ring up…’
 
   What would he think if the name of this item came from Kim Woo-jin’s mouth?
 
   The answer was obvious . 
 
   ‘It might cause some internal strife . ’
 
   Who the hell gave him the information?
 
   He would definitely pale at that question, and all sorts of suspicions and doubts would form in his mind . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Just like Miyazaki Sakura in front of him . 
 
   For a moment after hearing Kim Woo-jin’s request, Miyazaki Sakura didn’t react . 
 
   It was a very sudden situation that left her stunned and speechless as if she had been hit by some random stranger as they passed by . 
 
   That was how confused she was at that moment . 
 
   ‘What should I do?
 
   Should she tell him she would give it to him?
 
   Should she deny that they had it?
 
   Of course, it had already passed the point of no return . 
 
   ‘Ah…’
 
   No matter which she had chosen, she shouldn’t have hesitated . 
 
   Realising that fact, Kim Woo-jin continued speaking as her expression changed . 
 
   “Solomon’s Ring would be sufficient . Naturally, I know that the Sword Saint has it . ”
 
   At Kim Woo-jin’s resolute words, Miyazaki Sakura only had one option . 
 
   “That’s not something I can decide . ”
 
   With that, she gestured at the employee who had just placed down the sushi platter, to pick it up once more . 
 
   Surprised by that fact, they turned to make eye contact with Miyazaki Sakura . 
 
   It was only after receiving Sakura’s eerie glare did the employee understand the seriousness of the situation and move forward to pick up the platter . 
 
   “I’ll have to arrange another meeting . I’m deeply sorry for the poor hospitality . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin kept his thoughts to himself as he watched Miyazaki Sakura leave after saying those words . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah watched the sushi be carried out with dead eyes . 
 
   It was clear that the meal had ended . 
 
   …
 
   -Ay, I bet it went well . 
 
   When he heard Oh Se-chan’s words, Lee Jin-ah’s facial expression crumpled . 
 
   “No, it didn’t go well at all . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan was slightly surprised by Lee Jin-ah’s words . 
 
   -Well, that’s the beauty of negotiations, it’s a push and pull . But what happened? Why do you say that?
 
   However, he hadn’t expected Lee Jin-ah to talk about the negotiations in this way . 
 
   Of course, his surprise didn’t last very long . 
 
   “Dammit, in the end, I still didn’t get to eat any sushi! Dammit! Shit!”
 
   Oh Se-chan clicked his tongue as he heard Lee Jin-ah’s absurd complaint . 
 
   -Hey, man . How come you like free stuff so much now? Huh? Grow up . You’d probably even drink lye if it was free . 
 
   “What did you just say?”
 
   This time, it was Lee Jin-ah who made the strange expression .  
 
   Was the person talking to him on the phone about receiving free stuff really Oh Se-chan?
 
   -What about Kim Woo-jin?
 
   At those words, Lee Jin-ah turned to look at Kim Woo-jin who was beside him staring blankly at the air . 
 
   “I think he’s looking at his status window . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was true . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was currently checking his stats . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin]
 
   – Level: 108
 
   – Halo: Emissary of the Underworld . 
 
   – Stats: HP (326+755) / Stamina (2+319) / Magic Power (3+632)
 
   – Achievements: 91
 
   – Extra Points: 0
 
   As he looked at his stat window and ran simulations in his head, Kim Woo-jin’s expression was not good . 
 
   ‘I’ll be difficult . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah approached him and handed the cellphone to him . 
 
   “The bald guy wants to talk to you . ”
 
   As Kim Woo-jin accepted the phone . 
 
   -Hey, you bastard! Just wait till you get back to Korea, I’ll shave all your damn hair off! Bastard!
 
   He heard Oh Se-chan’s angry shout . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin frowned . 
 
   “That’s an ominous threat . ”
 
   -Huh? Ah, sorry . I wasn’t talking to you . 
 
   “Get to the point . ”
 
   -I heard the news . Did you really ask for Solomon’s Ring? Will they give it to you?
 
   “What do you think?”
 
   -Of course, they won’t . They’ll arrange for a negotiation somehow . But there’s something I want to ask you . How did you know the Sword Saint had Solomon’s Ring? Even I didn’t have that information .  
 
   “I can read the memories of the dead . ”
 
   -Huh?
 
   “Lee Jin-ah must’ve told you that I talk to corpses . That is when I’m using Anubis’ Eyes . ”
 
   This was the first time that Kim Woo-jin was revealing the effect of Anubis’ Eyes to anyone . 
 
   “What did you say?”
 
   -What did you say?
 
   Of course, both Lee Jin-ah and Oh Se-chan were surprised . 
 
   Then Oh Se-chan once again shouted over the phone . 
 
   -Hey, Lee Jin-ah! Why didn’t you report such important information to me?
 
   “Th-, that…I just thought Kim Woo-jin was a pervert who likes to play with corpses . ”
 
   -I really can’t believe I trusted such an idiot to help me fight the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Silence fell after their short skit ended . 
 
   -I have a rough understanding now . 
 
   Then, it was Oh Se-chan who broke the silence . 
 
   -So that’s how you made your plans . Then you must have confirmed that the Sword Saint has Solomon’s Ring this time which is why you requested it…
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Exactly . ”
 
   -If so, then there is a high chance that the Sword Saint will really give you the ring . It would be more important to deal with the problems . 
 
   Thanks to Oh Se-chan, who was able to grasp the situation immediately, Kim Woo-jin didn’t need to explain it in detail . 
 
   -In return, the Sword Saint will sincerely try to kill you from now on . 
 
   The moment Solomon’s Ring was mentioned, Kim Woo-jin and the Sword Saint’s relationship could never be reconciled . 
 
   As Oh Se-chan said, the Sword Saint would put Isaac Ivanov at the top of his hit list . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov’s strong supporter will serve as a shield . ”
 
   Of course, before he could get to Isaac Ivanov, the Sword Saint would have to deal with his strongest supporter, Park Yong-wan . 
 
   -Absolutely . And that strong supporter will probably even give you Osiris’ Ring as a welcoming gift . 
 
   The moment Osiris’ Ring was mentioned, Kim Woo-jin smiled . 
 
   “Did they make an offer?”
 
   -At the moment Park Yong-wan is meeting with government officials . Among them is the chief secretary of the Blue House . Given the circumstances, I strongly believe that they will give Isaac Ivanov a free pass and more .  
 
   In other words, they are making preparations to recruit Isaac Ivanov into the Phoenix Guild . And As you know, they usually give a down payment, don’t they?
 
   “They need to pay a transfer fee . ”
 
   -This is why I like you . 
 
   “So what did you request as the transfer fee?”
 
   -Golden Dragon’s Gastric Juices . I looked for it and found that Park Yong-wan had purchased some from the Dragon Hunter not long ago . 
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin sent his status window away and instead opened his inventory window . 
 
   There were now well over 100 squares in the inventory, yet Kim Woo-jin’s eyes were drawn to one item . 
 
   [The Cursed Sword . ]
 
   ‘Now I can get Soy Sauce . ’ (TL: slightly childish, but I promised a reader the next ‘Ganjang’ would be ‘Soy Sauce’…it’ll return back to ‘Ganjang’ from now on . )
 
   The moment when Ganjang and Makya, the two legendary swords that no one in the world had managed to acquire at the same time, would finally be able to reveal their true power . 
 
   ‘This should be enough . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin no longer needed to run simulations in his head . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   -Huh, give me a second . 
 
   Oh Se-chan, who had just been excitedly talking on the phone, suddenly stopped talking . 
 
   The silence lasted a long time . 
 
   “What’s going on, Se-chan?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah who was listening to the phone call, couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   “Did you go take a shit? Why did you suddenly go silent?”
 
   -I’m back . 
 
   When Oh Se-chan, who had been silent for a while, came back, Lee Jin-ah let out a laugh . 
 
   “Hyung, let’s keep some manners when we talk on the phone . Do I need to listen to you take a dump?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah started a quarrel, but this time there was no skit . 
 
   -The Messiah Guild came out of the 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   It was a moment when the world order had been shifted yet again . 
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   [The Messiah has reached 7 Floors!]
 
   The world, which had been frozen by the news of the Messiah Guild clearing the 7 Floor dungeon, began to shake violently . 
 
   The powerful people in the world were the first to begin showing courtesy to the Messiah Guild . 
 
   [The US President congratulates the Messiah Guild!]
 
   [The German Prime Minister sends an invitation to the Messiah Guild!]
 
   [The Chinese President personally writes a letter to the Messiah Guild!]
 
   The best way for them to hide their ambitions that had awoken with the possibility of the Messiah Guild’s failure was to passionately flatter them . 
 
   At the same time, deals were being made . 
 
   [The Frontier Guild meets with the Messiah Guild!]
 
   [The Messiah Guild and Kunlun Guild sign an agreement!]
 
   Many people were visiting the Messiah Guild to purchase information on the next monster they encountered in the 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   Of course, these transactions weren’t financial . 
 
   Instead, the things that were being traded were those that couldn’t be bought with money . 
 
   This was, in fact, the secret to the rapid increase of the Messiah Guild’s influence over the years . 
 
   Of course, the Messiah Guild’s biggest gain was not these material items . 
 
   -As expected, the Messiah Guild is the only one that can save the world!
 
   -Without a doubt . The only players in this world are Lee Se-jun and his Messiah Guild!
 
   -I only have faith in the Messiah Guild!
 
   The world’s faith and devotion towards the Messiah Guild has further increased . 
 
   Thus, the world once again became covered by the Messiah Guild’s name to the point where it seemed that people were even breathing the majesty of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Nothing dared to stand in front of the Messiah Guild at that moment . 
 
   This was the biggest harvest that the Messiah Guild had gained from their attack on the 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   However, someone, who imposed on the Messiah Guild’s harvest, finally appeared . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov joins the Phoenix Guild!]
 
   Isaac Ivanov’s name began to appear in the world covered by the Messiah Guild . 
 
   …
 
   Park Yong-wan was definitely a great player . 
 
   In 2020, even when he was confused and terrified together with the rest of the world, he still threw himself into the dungeons without any hesitation . 
 
   He entered a more dangerous dungeon than others, grew faster than others, and subsequently entered more difficult dungeons . 
 
   As a result, he gained wealth and fame that were incomparable to others . 
 
   Nevertheless, he hadn’t stayed satisfied with that result and instead threw himself into even more dangerous dungeons while risking everything he had . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘It’s been 5 years now . ’
 
   He had done that for five years so far . 
 
   It was certainly an amazing thing . 
 
   Even if it cost him a great deal, he deserved a lot of respect and commendation for that fact . 
 
   However, Park Yong-wan’s reputation in South Korea was not very good . 
 
   To the public, he was a pig or a dog . 
 
   No matter what he said, they couldn’t hear it, and even if they heard, they wouldn’t understand, nor did they intend to understand . 
 
   ‘If it weren’t for them, Korea would’ve been in my hands already . ’
 
   What truly made Park Yong-wan angry was the fact that he couldn’t enjoy what he deserved . 
 
   Without the Messiah Guild, Korea would have already fallen under Park Yong-wan’s control . 
 
   Rather than having to request a meeting with the president, he would’ve been an unelected figure who could treat him as a subordinate . 
 
   At least, that’s what Park Yong-wan thought . 
 
   ‘That damn Messiah Guild . ’
 
   Unsurprisingly, Park Yong-wan didn’t intend to forgive those who had taken away what he deserved . 
 
   He was waiting for the opportunity to pay them back for what they’d done .  
 
   And the opportunity had finally come . 
 
   “The press conference has been prepared . ”
 
   “Good . ”
 
   At his secretary’s words, Park Yong-wan adjusted the suit he was wearing and rose to his feet . 
 
   …
 
   In response to Isaac Ivanov joining the Phoenix Guild, the Guild Master of the Phoenix Guild, Park Yong-wan, held a press conference . 
 
   On the spot, Park Yong-wan said . 
 
   -The details of the contract with Isaac Ivanov is simple . The Phoenix Guild will support him in anything he wants to do . That is all . I will not make any demands of him . However, if there are any forces who pose a threat to him, I will bet my all to destroy that force . 
 
   Just what the terms of the contract between the Phoenix Guild and Isaac Ivanov were . 
 
   -Isaac Ivanov’s next moves remain the same . He will continue to target dungeons that only he can clear, and that no one else has been able to clear . 
 
   And what Isaac Ivanov’s next moves were . 
 
   -Including dungeons that the Messiah Guild has given up . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was watching Park Yong-wan’s conference live, sneered lightly . 
 
   Actually, the situation wasn’t that good right now . 
 
   ‘He finally picked a fight . ’
 
   Because what Park Yong-wan was doing at that moment was challenging the majesty of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   They would do what the Messiah Guild couldn’t!
 
   ‘The Messiah Guild won’t let that go . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Naturally, the Messiah Guild would not allow such a thing to happen smoothly . 
 
   After all, there could be many stars in the sky, but there could never be two suns . 
 
   The more Isaac Ivanov’s influence increased, the more severe the moves by the Messiah Guild would be . 
 
   ‘It’ll only get worse if their weaknesses are targeted . ’
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin knew better than anyone what kind of messes and blemishes the Messiah Guild hid to become the Saviors of the World . 
 
   After all, he had been responsible for a lot of it . 
 
   ‘Especially if the attack is perfect . ’
 
   In other words, Kim Woo-jin intended to perfectly clear the dungeons that the Messiah Guild gave up, just like he did in the past . 
 
   After all, he had all the information he needed . 
 
   The only question left was if he was capable of perfectly clearing these dungeons . 
 
   The answer came to him . 
 
   Woowoong!
 
   At that moment, his phone began vibrating, and after pressing the call button, he heard Oh Se-chan’s voice . 
 
   -Are you watching the live broadcast?
 
   “I am . ”
 
   -Park Yong-wan is so determined . Is he running for president? Anyway, he’s pretty amazing . I honestly thought Park Yong-wan would sell the country out and go to Japan or China, but now he has become a hero trying to save the world . 
 
   “Why did you call?”
 
   -Solomon’s Ring has arrived . 
 
   When he heard that, Kim Woo-jin looked down at the Osiris’ Ring that he was wearing on his left hand . 
 
   This was a clear answer to that question . 
 
   -And the Golden Dragon’s Gastric Juices have also arrived . I’ll wrap them up nicely and send them to you . 
 
   At such a clear answer, Kim Woo-jin no longer hesitated . 
 
   ‘The next dungeon will be Forest of Giants . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin had decided that the next stage would be the worst 4 Floor dungeon he had ever experienced . 
 
   …
 
   [The Phoenix Guild soars with Isaac Ivanov!]
 
   [Park Yong-wan is ready to push past all the criticism and save the world!]
 
   [When did Park Yong-wan become a hero?!]
 
   The world became interested in Isaac Ivanov’s joining the Phoenix Guild and Park Yong-wan’s press conference . 
 
   -Isaac Ivanov is amazing!
 
   ㄴRight, Lee Se-jun isn’t the only one
 
   ㄴ Isaac Ivanov is only at 4 Floor dungeons, isn’t he? Lee Se-jun cleared a 7 Floor!
 
   ㄴ He’s just a good rookie . He can’t compare to the Messiah Guild!
 
   Of course, the world was also still filled with news reports about the Messiah Guild’s dungeon attack . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Out of 10 newspapers, 8 would be about the Messiah Guild and 2 would be about Isaac Ivanov and the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   -But isn’t it special that he’s attacking dungeons the Messiah Guild couldn’t clear?
 
   ㄴAbsolutely, it’s not something we can ignore . 
 
   ㄴI have to look at Park Yong-wan’s speech again . 
 
   However, it was clear that such a situation had never happened to the Messiah Guild before . 
 
   Naturally, the Messiah Guild would not feel good about something like this . 
 
   “A headache has appeared . ”
 
   In particular, Park Shin-hye was in a bad mood . 
 
   This was natural . 
 
   After her dungeon attack with Lee Se-jun, she now had no choice but to deal with the Isaac Ivanov situation . 
 
   “It really is a headache . ”
 
   That was the reason the Bow God was sitting in front of her at that moment with a similar expression . 
 
   “What does the Bow God think about this situation?”
 
   The Bow God didn’t answer Park Shin-hye’s question right away . 
 
   He had heard the situation from the Sword Saint already and knew that they’d suffered a massive blow . 
 
   ‘The damage is severe . ’
 
   They lost 3 precious legendary items . 
 
   ‘The good news is that the Messiah Guild didn’t find out about the items . ’
 
   The only thing that he could use to comfort himself was the fact that the Messiah Guild didn’t know about it, so there was no need to tell them about the loss . 
 
   Of course, that wasn’t very pleasant comfort . 
 
   After all, wasn’t it still the disappearance of precious items that they’d specifically hidden from the Messiah Guild?
 
   In any case, it was natural for the Bow God to not want to talk after all that had happened . 
 
   “Would you like to say anything?
 
   However, Park Shin-hye didn’t intend to let him off .  
 
   At her words, the Sword Saint closed his eyes and said what she wanted to hear . 
 
   “I have nothing to say about this . Nor do I have any intentions . My revenge was successful so from now on I will wholeheartedly work with the guild . ”
 
   Only then did Park Shin-hye nod . 
 
   However, her expression didn’t change
 
   This was because the Bow God finally submitting didn’t do anything to help their current situation . 
 
   Because of this, Park Shin-hye couldn’t help but whine slightly . 
 
   “Park Yong-wan, you’ve become such an annoying guy . ”
 
   She expressed her dissatisfaction at Park Yong-wan instead of Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   That was the way Park Shin-hye saw the situation .  
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘I knew Park Yong-wan had problems with us but…’
 
   She believed that Isaac Ivanov’s appearance was not a coincidence and that the biggest reason he was able to become so big was because of Park Yong-wan’s ability and support, nothing else . 
 
   After all, when Isaac Ivanov’s movements had been blocked, Park Yong-wan used all his power to break through it . 
 
   “I didn’t think he would go against us so openly . ”
 
   In the end, Park Yong-wan had openly challenged the Messiah Guild . 
 
   He spoke out at a press conference and said that they would do what even the Messiah Guild couldn’t . 
 
   Then the Bow God asked a question . 
 
   “What does Lee Se-jun think about this?”
 
   Since the situation had reached this point, Lee Se-jun would have surely given his thoughts by now . 
 
   Park Shin-hye gave a simple response . 
 
   “It’s not something he cares about . ”
 
   The answer in other words meant that Lee Se-jun was not paying attention to the situation . 
 
   “This year is more important than ever . He can’t pay attention to something like that . ”
 
   After saying this, Park Shin-hye frowned . 
 
   The Messiah Guild intended to make the year 2024 as chaotic as possible . 
 
   In doing so, they would make the world’s faith and expectations in them become more intense . 
 
   The Messiah Guild didn’t just want to become a transnational religion, but instead wanted to become something that the people of the world would use to keep their peace of mind, making it the de facto spiritual leader of the world . 
 
   And their preparations were almost complete . 
 
   When the time came, the world would descend into all over the world, and Lee Se-jun would appear to clean up the chaos . 
 
   The true Savior would descend . 
 
   ‘We can’t modify and supplement such a plan just because of Park Yong-wan . ’
 
   If such an important plan could be shaken by Park Yong-wan, it would mean a crisis for the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘So we have to get rid of Park Yong-wan as soon as possible . ’
 
   Of course, although she thought this, she never had any intention of letting Park Yong-wan off . 
 
   While Park Shin-hye was wondering how to deal with Park Yong-wan, a knock was heard on the door . 
 
   “Come in . ”
 
   Her secretary came in after receiving her permission . 
 
   However, her secretary’s expression was not good . This showed that she came with bad news, and Park Shin-hye’s frown grew deeper . 
 
   “What more bad news is it this time?”
 
   “Park Yong-wan’s side has asked for our cooperation in a dungeon . ”
 
   “Asked for cooperation? For which dungeon?”
 
   “The Forest of Giants, the A+ rank 4 Floor dungeon that appeared in China . ”
 
   Park Shin-hye grit her teeth the moment she heard those words . 
 
   ‘Park Yong-wan, you really deserve to die . ’
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   The Five Great Guilds . 
 
   It was natural that these groups who transcended their countries to represent the world, didn’t get to their positions by luck . 
 
   They proved their qualifications by accomplishing achievements that other guilds wouldn’t dare replicate, and by doing so, gained the right to enjoy such a position . 
 
   However, they didn’t always succeed . 
 
   “Of course that doesn’t mean they don’t fail . In fact, they have a higher chance than anyone to fail because the challenges they take on are much more difficult . ”
 
   The Five Great Guilds had experienced numerous failures and suffered significant losses numerous times . 
 
   There were even some failures that could have badly damaged their reputations . 
 
   But the Five Great Guilds either hid these failures well, or they wrapped them up so nicely that they didn’t look as bad . 
 
   “They did what you’d call Career Management . ”
 
   It was the secret to how the Five Great Guilds became the Five Great Guilds, because one could not be king just by being strong . 
 
   They hid their flaws . 
 
   “And of course, the ones who were best at Career Management were the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   The same was true for the Messiah Guild . 
 
   They had many flaws . 
 
   Among them, was the Forest of Giants dungeon that appeared in Shanghai, China,
 
   “The Forest of Giants, that appeared in China in 2021, was hidden by the Chinese government the moment it appeared . ”
 
   The dungeon itself was nothing special . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild was given the chance to attack the dungeon . But before the attack, they backed out . Well, it isn’t weird to give up . In fact, it would have been foolish of them to force something that couldn’t be done . ”
 
   It wasn’t strange for the Messiah Guild to give up on a dungeon either . 
 
   “But the problem was that it was none other than Lee Se-jun, who had given up the attack . ”
 
   The problem was that it was the Savior, Lee Se-jun who had given up the attack on the dungeon . 
 
   “It’s one of Lee Se-jun’s weaknesses . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was one of the few flaws on Lee Se-jun’s otherwise perfect record . 
 
   “Of course, no one poked at it . ”
 
   However, there had never been anyone brave enough to openly poke at the Messiah Guild’s weaknesses or undermine Lee Se-jun . 
 
   “After all, no human wanted to anger a dragon by touching its reverse scale(1) . ”
 
   To go against Lee Se-jun was to go against the world . 
 
   “First of all, if you dared to point out this flaw, you would be hit with one question . Then will you attack the dungeon?”
 
   After all, if one was to point out Lee Se-jun’s flaws, it would be like pointing out everyone’s flaws . 
 
   The option of attacking the dungeon was completely out of the question, after all . 
 
   “How many dungeons has Lee Se-jun given up?”
 
   Entering a dungeon that even Lee Se-jun gave up was no better than suicide . 
 
   “So no one attacked the dungeon . They didn’t even try . ”
 
   So after Lee Se-jun gave up the attack, the Forest of Giants dungeon became buried in the hands of the Chinese government, and the world practically forgot about it . 
 
   “That is why this is so shocking for the Messiah Guild . Because he is poking at none other than Lee Se-jun . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin borrowed Isaac Ivanov’s name and stabbed one of Lee Se-jun’s flaws . 
 
   “We’ve crossed the Rubicon now(2) . ”
 
   When Oh Se-chan finished his story, Lee Jin-ah, who had been listening this whole time, finally said something . 
 
   “Buuurp!”
 
   He put down the washbasin-sized bowl that he had been holding to his head and let out a loud burp that even the listeners could feel . 
 
   “Ah, it’s been a while since I ate Kimchi Jjigae(3), so I had to enjoy it . Kimchi Jjigae is truly the best for Koreans . And among all the Kimchi I’ve had, Se-chan’s Kimchi is the best . It was perfectly fermented till it was almost melting, so it was delicious . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan grit his teeth and said . 
 
   “Hey, were you listening to me?”
 
   When he saw the expression on Oh Se-chan’s face, Lee Jin-ah looked left and right a few times before answering . 
 
   “Yes? Ah, I mean yes . Well, basically…”
 
   “You damn pig bastard . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Oh Se-chan shouted out in anger . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah grumbled slightly when he saw that . 
 
   “Ah, you’re acting like I’m not allowed to eat . I came back to Korea after a long time, can’t I enjoy the food?”
 
   At that moment, a vein on Oh Se-chan’s shiny bald head began to twitch like the countdown timer on a bomb . 
 
   See this, Lee Jin-ah hurriedly changed the subject . 
 
   “So what does that guy, Kim Woo-jin, plan to do? Are you attacking this dungeon alone too?”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s expression became a bit subdued when he heard that question . 
 
   “No, you won’t be clearing this dungeon alone . ”
 
   “How many are we letting in?”
 
   “As many as possible . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   When he heard that there would be a lot of people, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but tilt his head in surprise . 
 
   “Is it going to be that difficult?”
 
   After all, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t the type of person who would include other players without a good reason . 
 
   The fact that he was going to accept a large number of players meant that they would be necessary to clear the dungeon . 
 
   “Is it really bad enough that he would say that?”
 
   The problem was that Kim Woo-jin was not a simple player . 
 
   At least from Lee Jin-ah’s perspective, it was almost impossible for him to need any help in a 4 Floor dungeon . 
 
   “Well, it may be difficult, but that’s not the reason . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan shook his head as he answered Lee Jin-ah’s questions . 
 
   “He’s basically holding an investment presentation . ”
 
   …
 
   [Isaac Ivanov to attack the Forest of Giants dungeon!]
 
   [The Chinese government approves of Isaac Ivanov’s attack on the dungeon!]
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Isaac Ivanov’s request to attack the Forest of Giants dungeon went smoothly . 
 
   This was natural . 
 
   [The Chinese government will spare no effort to help Isaac Ivanov clear the dungeon!]
 
   Firstly, the Chinese government had no reason to refuse an attack on a dungeon that no one else could clear . 
 
   The public also had no reason to reject this . 
 
   -As expected of Isaac Ivanov! He’s not like the others!
 
   -He’s on a completely different level than the other players . 
 
   -I think I’m getting high on Isaac Ivanov!
 
   Isaac Ivanov was exactly the type of player the public wanted . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild supports Isaac Ivanov’s challenge!]
 
   Even the final hurdle, the Messiah Guild, had no choice but to cheer on Isaac Ivanov’s attack . 
 
   Regardless of whether this was a jab at Lee Se-jun or not, could they possibly refuse while carrying the name of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   All that remained was for Isaac Ivanov to actually begin his attack . 
 
   In such an atmosphere, new news was released . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov is recruiting players for his dungeon attack!]
 
   It was news that Isaac Ivanov was gathering people to assist him in the attack on the Forest of Giants dungeon . 
 
   In fact, this in itself was nothing strange . 
 
   Instead, it was smart and logical for a player or group who gained the right to attack a dungeon, to recruit other players . 
 
   -Huh? What was that? Recruiting volunteers?
 
   -There are more than 200 spots . Does he intend to fill them up?
 
   However, Isaac Ivanov wasn’t the right person to use the word logic within the same sentence . 
 
   After all, who was he?
 
   He was the player who had cleared a Hellhound dungeon with a party of two . 
 
   Therefore, the world was shocked by the fact that he was recruiting more players . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   -Is this dungeon really so difficult that even Isaac has to recruit more players? 
 
   -The Messiah Guild was like that too, what the hell is with this dungeon?
 
   What kind of dungeon was this that not only Lee Se-jun, but even Isaac Ivanov would be so cautious of it?
 
   Of course, unlike the public, the players were quite moved . 
 
   After all, the possibility of clearing the dungeon rose significantly since Isaac Ivanov would also be participating . 
 
   “It would be great even if you just survive . ”
 
   Even if most of the profits were gained by Isaac Ivanov, just the record of having survived the dungeon attack was already incredibly valuable for the players . 
 
   The only thing left was the Messiah Guild’s decision . 
 
   Would the Messiah Guild be in a good mood with Isaac Ivanov openly poking at Lee Se-jun’s flaws?
 
   But this too was nothing to worry about . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild supports with 60 players!]
 
   [The Messiah Guild gives its full cooperation!]
 
   Instead, it seemed that the Messiah Guild was the most active when responding to Isaac Ivanov’s request for support . 
 
   Rather than attacking Isaac Ivanov and the Phoenix Guild for targeting a dungeon they gave up, this showed that the Messiah Guild had judged that the outcome would be much better if they wholeheartedly participated in this dungeon attack .  
 
   Of course, the other guilds fought to show their support . 
 
   [50 players from the Kunlun Guild will participate!]
 
   [30 players from the Frontier Guild will participate!]
 
   And so, the preparations for the dungeon attack were completed in no time . 
 
   [The attack on the Forest of Giants Dungeon has begun!]
 
   And the attack began immediately . 
 
   (Note:
 
   1 . In Chinese culture, people who are outstanding or brave are often compared to the dragon . … The dragon’s reverse scale had become a figurative expression of something you should not touch, and “touching the reverse scale” had come to mean “offending the emperor or a man in power” . 
 
   2 . This phrase means to commit to an irrevocable course of action, or to make a fateful and final decision . It alludes to Julius Caesar’s crossing the Rubicon River (between Italy and Gaul) in 49 b . c . , thereby starting a war against Pompey and the Roman Senate . 
 
   3 . Honestly I felt a bit bad adding this one since it’s just stew, but I’ve been using the romanized hangul names for the other dishes so I’ll keep up conventions…
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   Pudong International Airport, Shanghai . 
 
   The island in front of the crowded international airport, was now filled with people . 
 
   This was the island where the Forest of Giants, the dungeon that made even the Messiah back down, was located . 
 
   “The dungeon attack is in 12 hours! Make sure you secure the perimeter!”
 
   “There must be no accidents like what happened in Japan!”
 
   This place that had been sealed for a very long time was now busily preparing for its first challengers . 
 
   The same was true for the challengers . 
 
   “That’s the end of the briefing . ”
 
   289 players received a briefing 12 hours before the commencement of the dungeon attack . 
 
   It was actually the last briefing . 
 
   The expressions of all the players receiving the briefing were firm . 
 
   Of course, everyone there had already received the dungeon report in advance . 
 
   [Forest of Giants]
 
   – Floors: 4
 
   – Difficulty: A+ 
 
   – Maximum number of entries: 303
 
   – Requirements: Level 134 or lower
 
   – Conditions: Survive for 5 days against the two headed, one eyed monster!
 
   – Reward: Achievements for the survivors 
 
   The contents of the dungeon report were also the reason for the players’ firm expressions . 
 
   Firstly, the boss monster for the fourth floor, the two headed, one eyed monster, referred to a Twin-Headed Cyclops . 
 
   ‘A variant no one has ever hunted before . ’
 
   It was a monster that had never been hunted before . 
 
   Moreover, the quest to clear the dungeon was not to hunt this monster, but to simply survive for five days . 
 
   This meant that this A+ rank dungeon could be cleared just by surviving . 
 
   ‘How powerful is that monster to cause the clear conditions to be survival?’
 
   ‘It won’t be easy . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   This was proof that the Twin-headed Cyclops was not a simple monster . 
 
   However, the thing that truly made the players feel solemn was the information about the monsters that had stormed out of this dungeon . 
 
   For dungeons, if they weren’t attacked after a certain period of time, monsters would begin to pour out of them . 
 
   This was part of the reason why dungeon gates had become the world’s nightmare . 
 
   On the other hand, it was also an opportunity because the players could use this to gauge the strength of the dungeon . 
 
   This didn’t mean much for 1 and 2 Floor dungeons, but this information tended to be extremely valuable for 4 Floor dungeons and above . 
 
   The case was similar this time . 
 
   “The briefing is over but I will warn you once again . There are Queen Spiders and Striped Ants in this dungeon . ”
 
   During the time that the Forest of Giants Dungeon was not being attacked, monsters had come out of the dungeon gate .  
 
   Among them were Queen Spiders and Striped Ants . 
 
   ‘This combination…’
 
   ‘A combination that’s really the worst . ’
 
   Queen Spiders were boss monsters that appeared in 3 Floor dungeons and above who had the ability to release pheromones which made other monsters their slaves . 
 
   Striped ants on the other hand were ants with bodies around 1 meter long that were proficient at digging tunnels and lived in large groups . 
 
   Separately, these two monsters weren’t that intimidating . 
 
   ‘If a Queen Spider enslaved a colony of Striped Ants and then forced them to make a nest, the difficulty of the hunt goes beyond common sense . ’
 
   The problem was when these two monsters were combined . 
 
   They were among the worst opponents the players could face . 
 
   ‘They could be separated but…’
 
   Of course, there was the possibility that these monsters were actually on different floors in the dungeon . 
 
   However, it would be foolish of them to attempt it without preparing for the worst possible scenario . 
 
   ‘This is the reason the Messiah Guild gave up right before the attack . ’
 
   ‘No wonder Lee Se-jun gave up . Anyone would’ve given up . ’
 
   This was enough reason for Lee Se-jun and his team, who had cleared dungeons that no one else dared try, had given up on this dungeon . 
 
   ‘This is also the reason why Isaac Ivanov requested help . ’
 
   ‘It’s not easy . ’
 
   At the same time, it was also the reason why Isaac Ivanov, who had successfully cleared the Hellhound Dungeon with just a party of two, had recruited as many willing players as possible . 
 
   Of course, not everyone had the same thought . 
 
   ‘This doesn’t seem really difficult though…’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   By Lee Jin-ah’s standards, this Forest of Giants Dungeon was still not as difficult as the Hellhound Dungeon . 
 
   ‘Isn’t this still better than two Hellhounds?’
 
   The combination of the Queen Spider and Striped Ant were still nothing in comparison to dealing with two Hellhounds simultaneously . 
 
   ‘It’s a 4 Floor dungeon with a five day survival quest . I feel like it would be better with less people . ’
 
   Moreover, clearing a 4 Floor dungeon that only required survival was quite easy for Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   To be honest, Lee Jin-ah’s thoughts weren’t wrong . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin thought the same . 
 
   ‘Lee Jin-ah could clear this dungeon on his own . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t need the additional 280 people to clear this dungeon . 
 
   In fact, for Kim Woo-jin’s standards, they were nothing more than a hindrance . 
 
   Nevertheless, there was one reason why Kim Woo-jin accepted them . 
 
   ‘But in that way, he would just be an amazing player, he would never be considered a match for the Messiah Guild . ’
 
   He wanted to wage a proper war against the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘And in the end, Johann Georg’s method is the best . ’
 
   For this war, Kim Woo-jin intended to use the methods of none other than the King of Undead, Johann Georg . 
 
   The King of Undead would allow players to join him in dungeons just to unleash the might of his undead legion in front of them and to show that he alone was enough to clear the dungeon in the first place . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin intended to do the same . 
 
   Because after a while, that fear became faith . 
 
   That only the King of Undead was worthy to rival the ridiculous being known as Lee Se-jun who stood at the top of the world . 
 
   In other words, Kim Woo-jin didn’t simply intend to attack this dungeon . 
 
   No, it couldn’t be called an attack . 
 
   ‘I never expected to follow in his footsteps . ’
 
   It would just be a brutal massacre that bordered on abuse . 
 
   …
 
   The higher the number of floors a dungeon had, the more diverse and mysterious the things they encountered became . 
 
   Not only the monsters, but even the worlds they found themselves in felt like completely new dimensions . 
 
   This case was the same . 
 
   The world that players encountered when they entered the dungeon truly suited the name ‘Forest of Giants . ’
 
   The size of the boulders on the ground were reminiscent of a country house while the trees were similar in size to large high rise apartment buildings . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Each leaf was large enough to completely cover an adult . 
 
   The players who entered such an environment resembled Lilliputians(1) from the novel Gulliver’s Travels . 
 
   It was quite the amazing sight . 
 
   “Dammit . ”
 
   However, the first words out of the players’ lips weren’t admiration at the amazing sight, but a heavy sigh . 
 
   [Defeat the Queen Spider to move onto the next floor . ]
 
   The reason for this sigh was the notification they got upon entering the dungeon . 
 
   “The Queen Spider is the very first floor…”
 
   “There’s no way the Striped Ants are here too right?”
 
   “I have a bad feeling . ”
 
   After the sigh, they began to worry if the worst case scenario that they had envisioned would really come true . 
 
   “Hey, it’s a tunnel . ”
 
   “Doesn’t that look like an ant nest?”
 
   And that concern soon became a reality . 
 
   “Is it really the combination of a Queen Spider and Striped Ants?”
 
   “It’s the worst combination . ”
 
   It was at the moment when they realised that they would have to encounter the combination of the Queen Spider and the Spider Ants on the very first floor of the dungeon . 
 
   Of course, the situation still wasn’t the worst it could be . 
 
   “Then what will we meet on the second floor? Still, it’s best to face it on the first or second floor . ”
 
   “It’s best to fight them in our top condition . If your condition isn’t good, you might get affected by the Queen Spider’s pheromones . ”
 
   The only positive factor was the fact that the players would be able to face this challenge while in their best conditions . 
 
   Above all, the players knew . 
 
   “Well, it doesn’t change the fact that we have to fight them anyway . ”
 
   “Right . We can’t stop on the first floor can we?”
 
   Regardless of whether it was the worst combination or not, it didn’t change the fact that the dungeon attack couldn’t be stopped after they entered the dungeon . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild is making its move!”
 
   Faced with this fact, the first ones to make their move was the Messiah Guild . 
 
   “As expected, the Messiah Guild’s team was the first to move . ”
 
   This was something that everyone expected . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “After all, it’s the Savior’s pride that’s on the line, they don’t want Isaac Ivanov to be the one to clear this dungeon . ”
 
   “Those guys from the Messiah Guild won’t just sit and watch, they’ll fight back . ”
 
   The moment Isaac Ivanov challenged the Forest of Giants Dungeon, he became the only person who dared to challenge a dungeon Lee Se-jun had given up . 
 
   This was completely unacceptable in the eyes of the Messiah Guild, and they had only one way to stop it . 
 
   The Messiah Guild would need to clear the dungeon first!
 
   When Lee Se-jun gave up on the attack in 2021, the average level of players was very different from that of the players in 2024 . 
 
   Compared to that time, the players were much higher leveled and were equipped with more experience and better items . 
 
   More importantly, their mindsets were different . 
 
   “It’s for the Savior’s honor, not anyone else . ”
 
   “All 60 of them are prepared to die . ”
 
   At that time, Lee Se-jun was the only pillar of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   His death would have led to the death of the Messiah Guild, which is why he was unable to take certain risks . 
 
   On the other hand, the players who had entered the dungeon without hesitation were those who held Lee Se-jun as their God . 
 
   In other words, they were fanatics who were willing to sacrifice their lives if it meant their deaths could wipe away the blemish for their idol . 
 
   Therefore the players didn’t question the Messiah Guild’s actions . 
 
   ‘Then how will Isaac Ivanov move?’
 
   Instead, they turned their gazes to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘Since Isaac Ivanov also put forward his confidence, he can’t back down now . ’
 
   ‘The two of them will be going head to head . ’
 
   “Isaac, give us your orders . ”
 
   Thinking this, the players who the Phoenix Guild sent to assist him, came forward for instructions . 
 
   However, they were surprised by his words . 
 
   “Get some rest . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “You just need to rest for three days . ”
 
   “Wh-, what’s that…”
 
   Isaac Ivanov’s incomprehensible ‘orders’ completely shocked the players from the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   He simply fidgeted with a ring on his right hand . 
 
   And that’s how the dungeon attack began . 
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   The reason why the combination of the Queen Spider and the Striped Ants was so troublesome was because of their characteristics . 
 
   The Queen Spider could use their pheromones to enslave monsters, and the Striped Ants were proficient at making tunnels . 
 
   There was no place the Queen Spider’s pheromones would be more effective than an ant nest, which was, in essence, a large maze . 
 
   Moreover, there was something that set the Striped Ants apart from other ant species . 
 
   Striped Ants had a habit of paralyzing their prey with the paralyzing venom they had, and then bringing them alive to their queen . 
 
   This didn’t mean that they wouldn’t occasionally kill their prey to eat, it was just that stockpiling food was something that they generally did . 
 
   This was why Lee Se-jun gave up the attack on the dungeon . 
 
   Monsters that entered the Striped Ants’ nest would get paralyzed by the ants then taken to the queen’s chamber where they would then be enslaved by the Spider Queen . 
 
   So they weren’t stockpiling food, they were instead increasing the Spider Queen’s army . 
 
   Moreover, as the size of the army increased, the Striped Ants would also increase the size of the lair . 
 
   The size of the ant nest would get progressively bigger and as it grew in size, the number of monsters it attracted would also grow, creating a vicious cycle . 
 
   This was what everyone expected . 
 
   Including the 60 players from the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘The inside of the ant nest must be quite complicated . ’
 
   ‘They can’t move too hastily . ’
 
   They had predicted how dangerous the Queen Spider and Striped Ant combination would be and prepared accordingly . 
 
   The problem was that the situation they encountered far exceeded their expectations . 
 
   [You are being influenced by the Queen Spider’s Pheromones . ]
 
   [Your mind is becoming confused . ]
 
   [You have become intoxicated by the sweet scent . ]
 
   “Dammit, the Wizard has fallen!”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Healer! Healer!”
 
   The situation within the Striped ant nest was much more severe than the Messiah Guild members anticipated . 
 
   “Stop fighting! Stop fighting! Retreat!”
 
   Naturally, this meant that they struggled during their attack . 
 
   On the third day after they had entered the dungeon, the Messiah Guild’s team retreated from the ant nest for the seventeenth time,
 
   “It’s practically over . At this point, it’s clear that the Messiah Guild can’t clear the ant nest on their own . ”
 
   At that moment, everyone knew that the Messiah Guild would be unable to defeat the Queen Spider with their own power . 
 
   Not sticking to the same strategy for more than three days had become of the unspoken rules among players . 
 
   Of course, the reason this rule came to being in the first place was because of self righteous people who stubbornly stuck to the same strategy even after it failed numerous times . 
 
   And if you attacked a dungeon with stubbornness and self righteousness, you would only be met with failure and death . 
 
   “Because it’s not worth it to risk their lives on the first floor . ”
 
   “They have to be smart . ”
 
   No matter how willing the Messiah Guild’s team members were to risk their lives for their savior, they could not recklessly sacrifice themselves on the first floor . 
 
   In fact, after their seventeenth failure, the Messiah Guild’s team finally decided to take a break . 
 
   “Well, it went as we expected . ”
 
   “Right . ”
 
   This was a sight that most of them had already expected to see . 
 
   “If it was something that could be beaten by just 60 people, Lee Se-jun would’ve already done it three years ago . ”
 
   After all, this was the dungeon that the Messiah Guild, including Lee Se-jun, had given up on . 
 
   Even if the world had progressed by a great deal since that time, they could only succeed if all of the players united . 
 
   This wouldn’t change even if the 60 members of the Messiah Guild were willing to risk their lives . 
 
   “Is it just Isaac that’s left?”
 
   In this situation, the players moved their focus over to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Or more precisely, the other guilds present were waiting for Isaac Ivanov’s offer . 
 
   Unlike the Messiah Guild, they had no intention of fighting against Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Their goal was to agree to any cooperation that he requested so that in the future, he would request their help whenever he decided to attack a dungeon . 
 
   Everyone thought this way . 
 
   After all, didn’t Isaac Ivanov recruit players to join the dungeon attack to get as much support as possible?
 
   ‘So why hasn’t he made any requests?’
 
   However, Isaac Ivanov had yet to make any requests for support to the other guilds since they had entered the dungeon . 
 
   It wasn’t just that he wasn’t asking for cooperation or support . 
 
   ‘No, more than that, why didn’t he go into the ant nest even once over the past three days?’
 
    Until now, Isaac Ivanov and the other members of the Phoenix Guild had not taken a single step into the ant nest . 
 
   It was almost as if he didn’t intend to attack . 
 
   “It’s like he’s only focused on hunting…”
 
   “All he’s done is hunt the ones on the outskirts . ”
 
   He had simply attacked the monsters that were wandering around the ant nest, and even that number was insignificant . 
 
   ‘I thought Isaac Ivanov would sweep through the ant nest with his army of skeletons that wouldn’t be affected by the pheromones . ’
 
   This wasn’t like Isaac Ivanov, who usually wiped out the monsters with his overwhelming combat power . 
 
   This fact made everyone begin to question what was happening . 
 
   However, these questions didn’t last very long . 
 
   [The Queen Spider has been slain . ]
 
   [Proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “What?”
 
   The first floor was cleared on the third day after the dungeon attack began . 
 
   …
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin could vividly remember when he had attacked the Forest of Giants in the past . 
 
   In January 2025, the Messiah Guild had finally decided to get rid of the Forest of the Giants, which was one of the few flaws on Lee Se-jun’s otherwise perfect record, and they chose Kim Woo-jin to complete the task . 
 
   That dungeon attack was a nightmare . 
 
   On the first floor, over 60 people died killing the Queen Spider, a process that took almost 11 days to complete . 
 
   The damage was quite painful, which is why everything he had experienced in that dungeon had been practically imprinted on Kim Woo-jin’s bones . 
 
   The strategy he was using currently was in fact based on those imprints . 
 
   The first method was simple . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin simply used a corpse to create a bomb . 
 
   [Used Corpse Poison . ]
 
   [Corpse Explosion has been engraved onto the corpse . ]
 
   The Corpse Poison skill was used to poison the monster’s corpse, then he engraved the imprint for Corpse Explosion on it . 
 
   Afterwards, he simply needed to find carriers for the bombs . 
 
   This was also not difficult . 
 
   [Solomon’s Ring]
 
   – Required Level: 100
 
   – Description: The Ring of King Solomon . It has the amazing ability to communicate with and control all living things . 
 
   – Magic power +100
 
   – All attack power +10%
 
   – When equipped, the skill ‘Solomon’s Command’ can be used . 
 
   All he needed to do was use Solomons Command, the skill that allowed him to perfectly control monsters that were lower in level than him . 
 
   And so the bombs he made were carried by the Striped Ants and piled up into Queen Spider’s chamber . 
 
   All that was left was for him to detonate them . 
 
   Pak!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   And all that took was a single clap . 
 
   [The Queen Spider has been afflicted by Blood Poison . ]
 
   [The Queen Spider has been afflicted by Black Poison . ]
 
   Furthermore, Black Blood poison was also included . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s poison filled the Queen Spider’s room in an instant and killed the Queen Spider within moments . 
 
   [The Queen Spider has been slain . ]
 
   [Gained the achievement ‘Queen Spider Hunter’ . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your skills . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the underworld bestows some power to you . ]
 
   [The rank of the Corpse Explosion skill has increased by one . ]
 
   This was the secret to how Kim Woo-jin had killed the Spider Queen on the third day . 
 
   Of course, only Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah knew this . 
 
   “H-, how did you do that?”
 
   Not only the other players, but even the players from the Phoenix Guild were shocked by the sudden situation . 
 
   Moreover, a bit of fear could be seen in their astonished expressions . 
 
   For humans, sometimes the unknown was much more fearsome to them than unparalleled violence . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin simply looked at those players with a smile . 
 
   ‘This is just the beginning . ’
 
   With that thought, Kim Woo-jin changed the ring that he was wearing on his right hand . 
 
   [You have equipped Osiris’ Ring . ]
 
   [You can now use the skill ‘Resurrection’ . ]
 
   When he saw this notification, an image came to Kim Woo-jin’s mind . 
 
   ‘I’ll resurrect the Hellhound on the second floor . ’
 
   An image of a reborn Hellhound slaughtering other monsters . 
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   [Entered the second floor . ]
 
   The scenery on the second floor of the Forest of Giants Dungeon was similar to the first . 
 
   The trees, rocks and everything else in sight were all huge . 
 
   [Kill 44,444 to proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   However, the quest on the second floor was completely different from that on the first floor . 
 
   “Monster hunting… this is much better . ”
 
   “There shouldn’t be any troublesome situations . ”
 
   And the players’ resolve was also different from on the first floor . 
 
   “All we need to do is grab it . ”
 
   When the players heard the conditions to clear the second floor, fighting spirit began shining in their eyes and their faces began to glow . 
 
   This was a scene that ordinary players would find hard to understand . 
 
   Wasn’t 44,444 a large number?
 
   Even if every player who entered the dungeon hunted 140 monsters on average, it still wouldn’t be enough . 
 
   Most importantly, this was a 4 Floor dungeon . 
 
   There was a high possibility that medium and large sized monsters who appeared as boss monsters in 2 and 3 Floor dungeons would appear here!
 
   Nevertheless, the players who entered the second floor burned with fighting spirit .  
 
   This was extra proof that these were no ordinary players . 
 
   “Right, just grab it . ”
 
   “It wouldn’t be that hard . ”
 
   With an average level of 118 which was built on the numerous corpses of monsters, these players were far from ordinary . 
 
   They were also the ones who had willingly thrown themselves into a dungeon that Lee Se-jun had given up . 
 
   This showed that they were more adventurous and enterprising than anyone else, and also that they had great confidence in their ability . 
 
   “Let’s show our skills . ”
 
   “Right, we have to show that we didn’t get this far by luck . ”
 
   More importantly, these players were those who were used to being above others . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov isn’t the only player . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   They had no intention of simply accepting that Isaac Ivanov was the best without any competition . 
 
   Whoosh!
 
   It pushed them to prove themselves . 
 
   However, this spirit didn’t last very long . 
 
   Awoo!
 
   The wild roar that appeared as soon as the battle began immediately cooled down that burning spirit of victory and fighting . 
 
   Before long, the players, who confirmed the source of the howl, were greatly astonished . 
 
   “It’s a Hellhound!”
 
   Hellhound!
 
   It was because, at that moment, a monster that was called a nightmare by players had revealed its presence on the second floor of the dungeon . 
 
   “This is insane, why the hell is a Hellhound here?!”
 
   “This is the second floor!”
 
   It was impossible . 
 
   Was it possible for a Hellhound to be the boss monster of the second floor in a 4 Floor dungeon?
 
   It was like encountering a fatal bug in a game . 
 
   However, the Hellhound’s next actions stunned them greatly . 
 
   Awooo!
 
   The Hellhound, with its overwhelming aura, began slaughtering the monsters instead of the players . 
 
   “W-, what’s going on?”
 
   “Why is the Hellhound hunting the monsters?”
 
   In the face of such an unexpected situation, even these veteran players could not help but be confused . 
 
   After a while, someone finally spoke . 
 
   “It was summoned by Isaac . Isaac summoned the Hellhound . ”
 
   It was at that moment that it became known that the Hellhound was none other than Isaac Ivanov’s new summon . 
 
   No more accidents were possible . 
 
   The players’ burning fighting spirit had become completely frozen by that point . 
 
   ‘This is better than I expected . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was very satisfied by this sight . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘The ability of Osiris’ Ring is truly amazing . ’
 
   [Osiris’ Ring]
 
   – Required Level: Level 1 or higher
 
   – Description: A ring that holds the power of Osiris . It contains the power to resurrect the dead
 
   – All stats +15%
 
   – All attack power +15%
 
   – When equipped, ‘Resurrection’ skill becomes available . 
 
   Resurrection . 
 
   Literally, with this skill, any corpse the user targeted could be resurrected . 
 
   Of course, there were conditions . 
 
   The more intact the corpse was, the less magic power it would require to resurrect and maintain it, while the less intact the corpse was, the more magic power it would consume . 
 
   In other words, as long as the mana supply was enough, something could be revived even if only bones were left . 
 
   And the target that was brought back by Resurrection could use all of the skills it had in its previous life . 
 
   [The Hellhound uses Hellfire . ]
 
   Naturally, this meant that the resurrected Hellhound could make use of its Hellfire . 
 
   [Magic Power has been consumed . ]
 
   Of course, it was the summoner’s magic power that was used instead, but Kim Woo-jin didn’t care . 
 
   At that moment, when faced with the overwhelming spectacle that the Hellhound was showcasing before him, Kim Woo-jin paid absolutely no attention to the consumption of his magic power . 
 
   [The effect of Ruler of the Battlefield stacks . ]
 
   What’s more, as a summon the Ruler of the Battlefield skill’s buff also applied to the Hellhound . 
 
   This was a scene where not even a single point of his magic power was wasted . 
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin still had a lot of magic power to spare . 
 
   ‘I’m sure this will instill fear . ’
 
   And Kim Woo-jin didn’t intend to spare that either . 
 
   [Summoned the Book of the Dead . ]
 
   [Summoned Skeleton Knight . ]
 
   [Incarnation of the Battlefield has been invoked . ] (TL: I wished it was applied to the Hellhound . )
 
   In this way, Kim Woo-jin started sprinting . 
 
   …
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Johann Georg, the King of Undead, began his activities in 2025 . 
 
   After a trip to an auction in Sotheby, where he purchased the Ruler of the Battlefield skill for $100 million dollars, his power rapidly grew and eventually, he became the only one who could rival the Messiah Guild . 
 
   This was incredibly surprising, considering the fact that the Messiah Guild had already become a transnational organisation through the war with Japan in 2025 . 
 
   It was similar to a runner, who started an hour late in the marathon, catching up to and competing against the race leader . 
 
   So how was this possible?
 
   It was simple . 
 
   The frightening violence that the King of Undead displaying far surpassed that of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   And the King of Undead had shown that level of violence since 2025 . 
 
   The monsters in the dungeon were slaughtered by immensely powerful skills and legendary items and even his skeleton army were equipped with numerous legendary items . 
 
   In addition, there was always an audience who were able to witness and subsequently spread the presence of the King of Undead around the world . 
 
   This was the complete opposite method of Lee Se-jun who always attacked dungeons with nothing but his team and concealed himself without allowing even a single outsider audience . 
 
   Now, a similar scene was taking place in the Forest of Giants dungeon in 2024 . 
 
   Awooo!
 
   The Hellhound, a monster which was considered to be a nightmare for the players, was currently fighting on their side, tearing into the monsters with reckless abandon . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   And Skeleton Soldiers equipped with powerful armament were assisting it . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   In this chaotic battle, the Skeleton Knight clearly displayed its might even more violently . 
 
   “Shiba!”
 
   And of course, Lee Jin-ah was also showing off his presence on this simple, chaotic stage . 
 
   [1,111 monsters remaining . ]
 
   There was only one emotion flowing through the players who had the opportunity to witness this overwhelming violence first hand . 
 
   ‘Isaac Ivanov isn’t a player . He’s a being on a completely different level than us . ’
 
   ‘This guy is a monster who surpasses common sense . ’
 
   Fear!
 
   In that fear, only one thought flowed through their minds . 
 
   ‘I’m glad I’m not enemies with that monster . ’
 
   ‘To think that I’d be so grateful my guild doesn’t have any resentment with Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Fortunately, Isaac Ivanov wasn’t an enemy . 
 
   Of course, for the Messiah Guild, it was the exact opposite . 
 
   ‘How the hell is this possible?’
 
   ‘Are you saying we have to fight against this monster?’
 
   The members of the Messiah Guild, who had risked their lives and entered the dungeon without hesitation to defeat Isaac Ivanov, surpass him, and trample on his reputation, had never felt so depressed . 
 
   “Everyone, wake up . We didn’t enter this dungeon to be spectators, did we?”
 
   Only the leader of the Messiah Guild’s team, Jung Chan-soo, was able to come to his senses and slightly pull back the veil of despair that had covered his team . 
 
   However, it had only been lifted slightly . 
 
   It was impossible for the despair they were feeling to just disappear so quickly . 
 
   Instead, the feeling of hopelessness that Jung Chan-soo was feeling at that moment only deepened . 
 
   ‘Dammit . ’
 
   Although he had once said that he would willingly give his life for Lee Se-jun, he couldn’t help but feel ashamed when he felt his determination break down . 
 
   That was why he was feeling even worse . 
 
   ‘They’ve finally broken . ’
 
   And Kim Woo-jin was well aware of that . 
 
   There was no way he couldn’t know . 
 
   ‘No matter how good the hunting dog is, it would be hard for it to show its teeth in a situation like this . ’
 
   Because he had once been like these Messiah Guild players now . 
 
   And it was Kim Woo-jin himself who had felt those feelings more strongly than anyone else . 
 
   For the Messiah Guild, with the determination to sacrifice his life for Lee Se-jun, he had faced countless enemies and adversities . 
 
   He also knew how hard it was to not lose your resolve in a situation like that and that there were very few people who could actually do that . 
 
   ‘So I should make it even clearer . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin had no intention of just stopping there . 
 
   He planned on driving the pile(1) in so deeply that none of the people present would dare think about becoming his enemy . 
 
   ‘It’s time to hunt the Twin Headed Cyclops . ’
 
   A very solid pile!
 
   (Note:
 
   1 . A pile is a column of wood or steel or concrete that is driven into the ground to provide support for a structure . )
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   It was a week since the attack on the Forest of Giants Dungeon had begun . 
 
   Even though it was considered a very exciting event, the world kept moving on its course . 
 
   It was the same for Oh Se-chan . 
 
   Since they had made the Messiah Guild their enemy, he was busy all day, every day without break . 
 
   “How is the black market these days?”
 
   “Completely dry . Everyone seems to be withholding their goods . It seems there have been rumors that dungeon items would be traded at the Sotheby Auction which starts on January 1st next year . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan complained loudly as he heard his subordinate’s words . 
 
   “Why are those Sotheby bastards doing something like this all of a sudden . ”
 
   After saying this, Oh Se-chan scratched his bald head nervously .  
 
   In truth, the thing that bothered him wasn’t the fact that the Sotheby Auction had halted the trade of items and skill pages in the black market .  
 
   Honestly, that was a good thing, because it meant that all those items and skill pages would appear in the auction and then it would just be a problem of acquiring them instead of searching . 
 
   ‘But skills and items exclusive to the Emissary of the Underworld are disappearing too quickly . ’
 
   The thing that bothered Oh Se-chan was the fact that items and skill pages for players who had the Emissary of the Underworld as their halo were rapidly disappearing from the market . 
 
   ‘It could be said to be because of Isaac Ivanov, but…’
 
   This wasn’t strange considering Isaac Ivanov’s recent performance of Isaac Ivanov, the value of players who had the Emissary of the Underworld as their halo . 
 
   ‘Something is happening . ’
 
   But Oh Se-chan’s instincts were telling him that the situation wasn’t as simple as it seemed . 
 
   This was why he was frustrated . 
 
   Oh Se-chan was not the type to trust things that went against his instincts . 
 
   ‘Something . ’
 
   While Oh Se-chan was trying to find some clue, a subordinate came into his office . 
 
   “Boss, I think you need to see this . ”
 
   “What is it?”
 
   “There’s a rumor going round in Europe . ”
 
   “What rumors?”
 
   “Rumor has it that someone is attempting one of the dungeons the Messiah Guild failed to clear . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan tilted his head at that . 
 
   “There are people other than us who are willing to attack dungeons the Messiah Guild abandoned?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Attacking the Messiah Guild’s failed dungeons was like a taboo among the players . 
 
   Wasn’t that the reason Isaac Ivanov’s challenge was able to grab the spotlight for such a long time?
 
   There was someone else willing to do that?
 
   Oh Se-chan couldn’t think of such a person . 
 
   At least he had no information about such a person . 
 
   ‘It’s a rumor . ’
 
   It was quite normal for rumors to appear and disappear just as quickly . 
 
   ‘But since he came to see me…’
 
   However, if it was just a rumor, his subordinate would not have come to him . 
 
   “So who is attacking?”
 
   “That… there were players that the boss wanted to recruit in the past, right? Who have the Emissary of the Underworld halo…”
 
   “Aren’t there a few of them like that? Well, not many have the Emissary of the Underworld as their halo . Who is it?”
 
   “All of them . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “The eleven people who were on our list are all a part of the rumored team . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s face went slack for a moment before he cried out with his eyes wide open . 
 
   “Who is the leader?”
 
   “Johann Georg…”
 
   When he heard that, Oh Se-chan was convinced . 
 
   “An eye for an eye, this is it . ”
 
   The Messiah Guild had lit a counter fire to extinguish the blaze known as Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   …
 
   Kim Woo-jin remembered when he attacked the Forest of Giants Dungeon in the past . 
 
   ‘277 people entered, 53 died on the first floor, 9 died on the second floor, 17 died on the third floor, and 71 died on the fourth floor . ’
 
   It would be strange if he could forget the dungeon where half of the players who entered with him died . 
 
   Moreover, those teammates weren’t just coworkers . 
 
   They were all veteran players over level 100, very important assets for the Messiah Guild . 
 
   However, it was only the aftermath that truly cemented the memory into Kim Woo-jin’s memories . 
 
   ‘Nevertheless, we were treated like heroes . ’
 
   Upon their return, Kim Woo-jin and his teammates were all treated like heroes instead of defeated soldiers . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The reason was simple . 
 
   ‘Only for the reason that such a result was inevitable against the Twin Headed Cyclops . ’
 
   The Twin Headed Cyclops on the fourth floor was far stronger than the Messiah Guild anticipated . 
 
   In fact, the Twin Headed Cyclops was completely incomparable to monsters on the same level . 
 
   Its size was much larger than that of a normal Cyclops, and the eyes on each head were magical eyes with different abilities . 
 
   Those who were exposed to the eye on the right head would be given a curse that made their bodies heavier, while those on the left would become confused by hallucinations . 
 
   The Twin Headed Cyclops also had no blind spots .  
 
   It was surprisingly fast, it’s skin was tough enough to withstand unique grade weapons, and it had a strong resistance to magic and curses . 
 
   It was also outrageously aggressive and violent . 
 
   It was virtually impossible to hunt that violent creature that would hunt whoever angered it down relentlessly until it crushed them to death . 
 
   ‘It couldn’t be helped…’
 
   It was natural to be treated as a hero just for returning alive . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin was unable to accept that fact . 
 
   ‘…if I was willing to tolerate stuff like that, I’d never have joined the Messiah Guild . ’
 
   After all, he was a member of the Messiah Guild before anything else . 
 
   A member of the Messiah Guild who believed that they could put an end to this game and save the world!
 
   It was impossible for him to tolerate the fact that there were monsters in the world so strong that he could barely escape with his life . 
 
   Therefore, from that day, Kim Woo-jin made preparations so that such a tragic event would never happen again . 
 
   He also devised numerous ways to deal with ridiculous monsters like the Twin Headed Cyclops . 
 
   And now, the opportunity for revenge had come . 
 
   [Proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   He had finally gotten the chance to hunt a Twin Headed Cyclops . 
 
   Of course, there were a lot of differences from that time . 
 
   ‘I’ll shorten the distance between Lee Se-jun and I using the Twin Headed Cyclops . ’
 
   Especially the fact that Kim Woo-jin was no longer hunting for the Messiah Guild . 
 
   …
 
   Cyclops . 
 
   They were muscular monsters with an average height of around 5 meters and the most distinguishing characteristic that made them stand out was the fact that they had a single eye . 
 
   The hunting difficulty was average . 
 
   Of course, the average difficulty only corresponded to normal Cyclopes . (TL: yep, that’s the plural of cyclops)
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “It definitely won’t be ordinary . ”
 
   “Definitely . ”
 
   None of the players preparing to enter the fourth floor of the dungeon dared to look down on the Twin Headed Cyclops they were about to face . 
 
   “After all, it’s an A+ rank, 5 day survival quest . ”
 
   The difficulty could be reflected by the fact that the A+ rank dungeon had a survival quest rather than a hunting quest . 
 
   “It’s strength should be on a whole other level . ”
 
   [Entered the fourth floor . ]
 
   However, some of the players who entered the fourth floor of the dungeon were faced with this monster immediately . 
 
   [The Cyclops’ single eye is watching you . ]
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “It’s the Cyclops!”
 
   The 8 meter tall Cyclops that had two heads, each with one eye, was looking at the players who had just appeared . 
 
   “Dammit!”
 
   It was a horrific situation for the players . 
 
   But it was a situation that was possible . 
 
   After all, the place the players appeared on the next floor was not something that they could choose . 
 
   Therefore, it was pointless for them to complain or question why such a situation had occurred . 
 
   The important thing was to deal with the situation . 
 
   “Retreat!”
 
   “Scatter!”
 
   At that moment, the 31 players who were unlucky enough to encounter the Twin Headed Cyclops immediately ran away . 
 
   It was a great response . 
 
   After all, who would be foolish enough to challenge a monster that had never been hunted before without any preparation?
 
   There was no problem with their judgement or execution . 
 
   [Your body has become heavy due to the Cyclops’ curse . ]
 
   The problem was the abilities of the Cyclops’ two eyes . 
 
   “Kup!”
 
   “Ugh!”
 
   The players who were targeted by the eye on the right head immediately fell to the ground as though someone had stepped on them . 
 
   This was because their bodies had suddenly become heavier and their balance was lost . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   However, their situation wasn’t that bad . 
 
   [You have been confused by the Cyclops’ curse . ]
 
   The situation of the players who had been targeted by the left eye was much more serious . 
 
   “Dammit, when did Orcs arrive here?”
 
   “There are Lizardmen!”
 
   In their confused state, the players mistook each other for monsters and began to attack each other . 
 
   In fact, the only three players who managed to escape were those who had high mobility and ran away without looking back . 
 
   “Aaaak!”
 
   “Sa-, save me!”
 
   The 28 players left behind died without even being able to put up proper resistance . 
 
   And the commotion caused by the deaths of these 28 players was soon transmitted to the other players who were elsewhere . 
 
   Of course, it was impossible for them to grasp the exact situation with just that information . 
 
   “Has it started already?”
 
   “Looks like they didn’t even get the chance to escape . ”
 
   “It must have more special abilities than we expected . ”
 
   However, it was not difficult for them to realise the severity of the situation . 
 
   “First let’s move as far away from that sound as possible . ”
 
   “All we have to do is survive for 5 days!”
 
   Naturally, the players began using all of their strength to get as far away from where they heard the sound as possible . 
 
   Among them were those from the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   “Let’s move away as well . ”
 
   “If a teammate gets caught by the Cyclops, don’t save them . This time survival is our top priority . ”
 
   They too steeled their determination and prepared leave as soon as they heard the commotion not long after entering the fourth floor . 
 
   “Now, let’s move . ”
 
   “The sound came from there, so let’s go in the opposite direction!”
 
   Soon they began to move . 
 
   And Isaac Ivanov also made his move . 
 
   “Huh? M-, Mr . Isaac?”
 
   “I-, isn’t that the direction that the sound came from?”
 
   Towards the source of the sound . 
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   Awoo!
 
   It was the Hellhound who announced the start of the battle .  
 
   Without hesitation, the Hellhound, with it’s long, black body, leapt up and rushed towards the Twin Headed Cyclops . 
 
   Boom!
 
   The Twin Headed Cyclops swung its gigantic fists at the Hellhound, but the Hellhound immediately dodged by rolling twice on the ground before jumping back to its feet and baring its teeth once again . 
 
   Roar!
 
   Roar!
 
   The Twin Headed Cyclops’ two heads faced the Hellhound at the same time and let out roars of anger . 
 
   Then they used their curses to affect the Hellhound . 
 
   Krrr!
 
   The Hellhound felt its body become heavier, and the focused light within its eyes seemed to waver a bit . 
 
   But that was all . 
 
   Although it had become heavier, the Hellhound was a monster that was not inferior to the Cyclops at all . 
 
   In fact, when it came to pure physical ability, the Hellhound could be considered superior to the Cyclops . 
 
   This meant that even with the curse, the physical difference between them was minimal . 
 
   And it didn’t matter if it was confused . 
 
   Krrr!
 
   After all, the only one facing the Twin Headed Cyclops at that moment was the Hellhound . 
 
   Awoo!
 
   So naturally, the Hellhound only had to attack the only enemy it could see . 
 
   The battle that began between these two monsters was incredibly fierce and brutal . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Every time they collided, the sound produced was reminiscent of a loud drum, and the sound of the two moving around and knocking against the ground was not lacking when compared to thunder . 
 
   It was a scene that made it seem like the very world was shaking . 
 
   Moreover, the battle between the two didn’t seem like it would end easily . 
 
   That was how formidable the Hellhound’s power was . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   [Magic Power is being consumed quickly . ]
 
   However, the current condition of Kim Woo-jin’s magic power was not great . 
 
   Of course, this was to be expected . 
 
   The Twin Headed Cyclops was originally not a monster that players from 4 Floor dungeons would be able to hunt . 
 
   It would be strange if he could fight for an infinite amount of time against such a monster . 
 
   ‘Ten minutes at most . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew that he could only maintain such a fierce battle with this monster for no more than ten minutes . 
 
   ‘And it would be hard to make use of the Skeleton Soldiers or Knights . ’
 
   Naturally, there was no place for his skeleton army in such a fight . 
 
   ‘Rather, if they were to be confused, there’s a high chance that they would become a hindrance instead . ’
 
   It was also risky to add more troops because of the Twin Headed Cyclops’ ability to confuse its opponents .  
 
   In such a scenario, the skeletons were more likely to attack each other . 
 
   ‘Above all, weak attacks wouldn’t do anything . ’
 
   Most importantly, the Twin Headed Cyclops’ skin was so thick that even unique grade items would not work . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was more aware of this fact than anyone else . 
 
   In other words, to be able to step into this battle, certain conditions needed to be met . 
 
   One, they needed to be immune to the curses that the Twin Headed Cyclops made use of . 
 
   Two, they needed a powerful enough item which could get through the Twin Headed Cyclops’ thick skin, as well as the ability to use it properly . 
 
   Three, they must have flawless technique to attack the Twin Headed Cyclops at the best possible times . 
 
   ‘It’s impossible even for Lee Jin-ah . ’
 
   Even Lee Jin-ah could not meet all of these conditions . 
 
   There was only someone who could . 
 
   ‘I’m the only one . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was the only person who met all the requirements . 
 
   The problem was that currently, Kim Woo-jin could not let go of Merlin’s Staff . 
 
   [Merlin’s Staff infuses magic power into you . ]
 
   Because as soon as he did so, his magic power would plummet, and the Hellhound would immediately get trampled by the Twin Headed Cyclops till even its bones could not be seen . 
 
   It was a problem that couldn’t be solved unless there were two Kim Woo-jins . 
 
   [Alter Ego skill has been activated . ]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   However, it was an easy problem for the current Kim Woo-jin to solve . 
 
   “Is this enough?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin was able to create a clone of himself using the skill of the Seventh Tail of the Nine Tailed Fox . 
 
   “Its abilities are lacking . ”
 
   Of course, the abilities of the clone Kim Woo-jin created by the Alter Ego skill were lacking when compared to the original . 
 
   To be precise, the Alter Ego skill didn’t copy the user’s stats, instead, it divided them . 
 
   If Kim Woo-jin had a total of 100 health, stamina and magic power, then it would be divided randomly .  
 
   Moreover, the stats that were divided were only the basic ones and the ones gained from achievements . 
 
   As the stats of items could not be divided or changed, the stats of items could only be factored in if the items were equipped separately . 
 
   “Because my alter ego doesn’t have Van Gogh’s bracelet . ”
 
   This meant that the clone would not be able to benefit from the stats and advantages of Kim Woo-jin’s items . 
 
   “But it’s still stronger than I was then . ”
 
   However, it was still on a completely different level when compared to himself who had challenged the Forest of Giants in the past . 
 
   “The items are completely different from then too . ”
 
   Most importantly, the items that Kim Woo-jin’s alter ego was currently holding in his hands were much more powerful than any item Kim Woo-jin had in the past . 
 
   [Ganjang resonates with Makya . ]
 
   [The Resonance will last 10 minutes . ]
 
   [Attack power increased by 50% . ]
 
   [Cutting power increased by 50% . ]
 
   [All stats increased by 50% . ]
 
   [Movement speed increased by 50%]
 
   Gangjang and Makya . 
 
   Wooo!
 
   Wooo!
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked at the two swords that were vibrating in the same frequency and smiled . 
 
   “Dig out his eyes first . ”
 
   “After that, I’ll peel his skin . ”
 
   …
 
   When Kim Woo-jin entered the battlefield, the first to notice it was the Cyclops . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Roar!
 
   The left head targeted him as soon as it realised that there was another challenger in the fight . 
 
   [You have been exposed to the Cyclops’ curse . ]
 
   Confusion!
 
   The curse which made it impossible to distinguish between friend or foe immediately attacked the alter ego . 
 
   [Lancelot’s Ring negates Confusion . ]
 
   However, in the face of Lancelot’s ring, the confusion disappeared before it could truly reveal its power . 
 
   In that time, the alter ego quickly shortened the distance to the Cyclops and immediately cut its left achilles tendon . 
 
   Shuk!
 
   The thick skin, which was so tough that even the Hellhound’s teeth were only able to leave shallow scratches, split apart like paper in front of the resonating Ganjang sword . 
 
   Roar!
 
   Roar!
 
   As soon as its achilles tendon was cut, the Twin Headed Cyclops let out a pained roar and stagger . 
 
   However, it didn’t fall . 
 
   Like a deep-rooted, ancient tree, it remained standing . 
 
   The Hellhound wasn’t going to let go of this chance . 
 
   Awoo!
 
   It leapt forward once more . 
 
   Roar! 
 
   Roar!
 
   Under the Hellhound’s assault, it was naturally impossible for the Twin Headed Cyclops to chase after the alter ego . 
 
   Once again, the alter ego was able to do what it wanted, and it immediately took advantage of that fact . 
 
   This time, it was the right achilles that was cut . 
 
   Then it went back to the left foot and cut the achilles tendon in the same place it had been cut before . 
 
   Snap!
 
   Then he heard the sound that reminded him of a piece of rebar breaking . 
 
   It was the sound of the achilles tendon, which had been severely damaged, finally snapping . 
 
   Roar!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Roar!
 
   It was also a prelude to the fall of the Twin Headed Cyclops, which could no longer remain standing . 
 
   Boom!
 
   The Twin Headed Cyclops fell backwards with a loud roar . 
 
   Awoo!
 
   And as if it had been waiting for this moment, the Hellhound pounced onto the Twin Headed Cyclops’ torso . 
 
   Awoo!
 
   However, at that moment, the Hellhound turned to look at Kim Woo-jin’s alter ego . 
 
   In its eyes, there was no sign that it was looking at its owner . 
 
   This was due to Confusion . 
 
   Krrr!
 
   Immediately, the Hellhound bared its teeth at Kim Woo-jin, expressing its intentions . 
 
   Tuk tuk!
 
   But in the next instant, the Hellhounds body began melting . 
 
   Its flesh disappeared in no time and its bones crumbled not long after . 
 
   It was at that moment that Kim Woo-jin had canceled the summoning of the Hellhound . 
 
   It was also the moment when the Cyclops had a chance of escaping its predicament . 
 
   But the monster wasn’t able to see this chance . 
 
   Roar!
 
   Roar!
 
   When the Hellhound’s summoned was ended, the Makya and Ganjang pierced the Twin Headed Cyclop’s eyes . 
 
   [The Cyclops’ curses have disappeared . ]
 
   It was at that moment that the Twin Headed Cyclops, a monster brimming with terrifying power had become both lame and blind, and could only rely on its large body and thick skin . 
 
   It was also the moment when the overwhelming hunter had become pitiful prey . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   A Skeleton Knight appeared before such prey . 
 
   “Spashiba!”
 
   And Lee Jin-ah also made his appearance . 
 
   Those who appeared didn’t seem like hunters . 
 
   Instead, they were more like butchers who were ready to slaughter livestock . 
 
    
    
 
    
  
 
  
 
  

 
   
    
      Published at 7th of November 2020 11:46:45 AM
 
     
   
 
  
 
   
   
     Due to deal restructure text to speech player is currently unavailable. Will find a solution soon. 
   
 
    
   
 
   
 Chapter 199 
   
 
   Kill The Hero – Chapter 199 – Payback (3)
 
   
 
   
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   
 
   
 
   Translator: Seven
 
   Editor: Ana_Banana
 
   [The Twin Headed Cyclops has been slain . ]
 
   [Earned the Achievement ‘First Twin Headed Cyclops Hunter’ . ]
 
   [Earned the Achievement ‘Twin Headed Cyclops Hunter’ . ]
 
   [Earned the Achievement ‘Outstanding’ . ]
 
   Even with the death of the Twin Headed Cyclops, the dungeon wasn’t cleared . 
 
   This was because the clear conditions were not to hunt the Twin Headed Cyclops, but to survive for 5 days . 
 
   ‘Good . ’
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, it was a good thing as he wouldn’t have to rush to deal with the Twin Headed Cyclops’ body . 
 
   Even Kim Woo-jin wouldn’t have been able to properly butcher it in time . 
 
   “I’ll handle it until I disappear . ”
 
   The alter ego was willing to butcher the body on behalf of the main body . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled at that . 
 
   ‘How convenient . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah who was nearby couldn’t help but shudder . 
 
   ‘I can’t believe there are actually two of this evil guy…’
 
   As he looked at Lee Jin-ah’s shivering figure, one thought remained in Kim Woo-jin’s head . 
 
   ‘Come to think of it, whenever I clone myself, the stats the clone gets are completely random…so it would be even better for training . ’
 
   A way to efficiently make use of the clone popped into his head . 
 
   But it didn’t stay there for long . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld praises your achievement . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld has sent you a special gift while looking forward to your actions in the future . ]
 
   ‘Looking forward to the future?’
 
   Kim Woo-jin immediately confirmed the gift he got from his halo as he thought about the notification he had never heard before . 
 
   When he looked at what he got, he couldn’t help but smile . 
 
   [Dullahan]
 
   – Condition: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   – Required Level: Level 150 or Higher
 
   – Effect: Summon a Dullahan by using a Knight-type monster as a sacrifice . 
 
   ‘I never thought I could receive higher leveled skill pages from a gift . ’
 
   It was the moment when he’d learned a new setting in the world . 
 
   ‘I’m lucky,’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   …
 
   One of the most important abilities of a hunter was to analyze their prey simply from the tracks they left . 
 
   And at the top level, the hunter would be able to reliably gauge their prey’s capabilities just from looking at their tracks . 
 
   “It’s an absolute monster . ”
 
   That was why the players were shocked when they found the traces on the fourth floor of the dungeon where the players of the Kunlun Guild encountered the Twin Headed Cyclops . 
 
   ‘Only 3 out of 31 managed to get away, the rest couldn’t even make it one hundred meters . ’
 
   ‘One set attacked each other, while the others could do nothing to defend themselves from the Cyclops’ attacks . ’
 
   ‘It’s a monster that’s impossible to escape from if you don’t run away immediately . ’
 
   The broken bodies scattered around told the players that the Twin Headed Cyclops was much stronger than they anticipated . 
 
   ‘If we encountered that beast…’
 
   ‘At most, one or two people would survive . ’
 
   Of course, they understood . 
 
   ‘This monster is the reason surviving is enough to clear this A+ rank . ’
 
   Just why this A+ rank dungeon had a survival quest . 
 
   ‘This is definitely not a monster that players in 4 Floor dungeons can hunt . ’
 
   They determined that players active in 4 Floor dungeons or players below level 140 were unable to hunt this monster . 
 
   This caused them to feel more afraid . 
 
   But it wasn’t fear for the Twin Headed Cyclops . 
 
   ‘Isaac Ivanov still managed to hunt this monster . ’
 
   Instead, it was fear toward Isaac Ivanov, who had hunted such a monster . 
 
   Their fear was understandable . 
 
   As had been pointed out earlier, the Twin Headed Cyclops was designed to be something they were unable to beat . 
 
   But Isaac Ivanov had defeated it . 
 
   ‘And he only took less than 30 minutes . ’
 
   What’s more, he had done it in an extremely short time . 
 
   ‘Without the help of the Phoenix Guild . ’
 
   Without the help of anyone but his teammate . 
 
   If you knew Isaac Ivanov’s capabilities, it wasn’t a big deal, it just meant that you were too weak to understand . 
 
   In addition, this fear was the reason no one approached Isaac Ivanov even after he killed the Twin Headed Cyclops . 
 
   ‘Never offend him . ’
 
   After all, this was a dungeon .  
 
   And the outside world wouldn’t know what happened in this place . 
 
   Offending Isaac Ivanov in a dungeon was like going into a lion’s cage while no one was around and pulling its mane . 
 
   Gulp!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   That’s why the players only swallowed their saliva while watching Isaac Ivanov from a distance . 
 
   Thanks to this, Kim Woo-jin was able to dismantle the Cyclops’ body in a very relaxed manner . 
 
   It was quite fun . 
 
   ‘I gained a lot . ’
 
   Moreover, his gains were much higher than he’d expected . 
 
   First, he got the Cyclops’ skeleton . 
 
   ‘If I make it into a Skeleton Soldier and seal it in the Book of the Dead, then I could Resurrection at any time . ’
 
   Skeleton Soldier, Book of the Dead, Resurrection . 
 
   Through this combination of skills, Kim Woo-jin would be able to summon the Twin Headed Ogre whenever he wanted . 
 
   ‘It’s leather is incredibly tough . ’
 
   The Twin Headed Cyclops’ skin was also a pretty big gain . 
 
   The skin of the Twin Headed Cyclops, which was a monster that couldn’t be hunted by players in a 4 Floor dungeon, was comparable to the Hatchling’s skin in terms of toughness . 
 
   It was also incredibly large, so the quantity was more than sufficient . 
 
   ‘I can make another powerful unit like the Hatchling unit . ’
 
   This meant that he could strengthen his skeleton army once more . 
 
   However, his biggest gains were something else . 
 
   ‘More importantly, the tails of the Nine Tailed Fox . ’
 
   The Twin Headed Cyclops had tails of the Nine Tailed Fox in its body . 
 
   And it wasn’t just one . 
 
   [Fifth Tail of the Nine Tailed Fox]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   – Required Level: Level 1 or higher
 
   – Description: The fifth tail of the Nine Tailed Fox . It contains mysterious power . If all nine tails are collected then the user will be able to unleash the power of the Nine Tailed Fox . 
 
   – All stats +10%
 
   – All defense +10%
 
   – When equipped can inflict enemies with ‘Confusion’
 
   [Sixth Tail of the Nine Tailed Fox]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   – Required Level: Level 1 or higher
 
   – Description: The sixth tail of the Nine Tailed Fox . It contains mysterious power . If all nine tails are collected then the user will be able to unleash the power of the Nine Tailed Fox . 
 
   – All stats +50
 
   – All resistance +10%
 
   – When equipped, slow down enemy movement speed
 
   There were two tails of the Nine Tailed Fox, one for each head . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was truly an amazing gain . 
 
   ‘Now, all that’s left are the first, fourth and eight . ’
 
   The most surprising thing was that Kim Woo-jin already knew where to find the remaining three, who had them or where he could get them . 
 
   That was to say, the opportunity had come . 
 
   ‘I’ll be able to get all the tails of the Nine Tailed Fox . ’
 
   It was an opportunity for him to gain tremendous power . 
 
   Of course, this only meant that he had the opportunity .  
 
   Actually acquiring all of them was still no easy task . 
 
   After all, weren’t opportunities things that were often missed?
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t excited by the fact that the opportunity had come . 
 
   Instead, he began preparing so he wouldn’t miss the opportunity . 
 
   [A Skeleton has been summoned . ]
 
   After he finished skinning it, Kim Woo-jin created a Skeleton Soldier with the Twin Headed Cyclops . 
 
   [The Resurrection skill has been used . ]
 
   And using Osiris’ Ring, he once again summoned the Twin headed Cyclops . 
 
   ‘It’s the fear that comes in the moment when you think it’s all over and relax your guard that truly remains in your mind . ’
 
   It was at that moment that Kim Woo-jin prepared to induce fear that far surpassed what he’d done before . 
 
   …
 
   [Isaac Ivanov clears the Forest of Giants dungeon perfectly!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov creates a new legend!]
 
   The news that Isaac Ivanov had cleared the Forest of Giants Dungeon was transmitted around the world in real time as they stepped out of the gate . 
 
   But as time passed, the atmosphere in the world began to shift . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s dungeon clear process revealed!]
 
   [How does Isaac Ivanov hunt?]
 
   The reason for that was because news about Isaac Ivanov’s dungeon clearing process began to spread . 
 
   -Is that article true? Did Isaac Ivanov really summon a living Hellhound?
 
   -Is there really such a skill?
 
   Isaac Ivanov’s hunting process, which was revealed by the audience he had taken with him, far surpassed common sense, and naturally, it shocked everyone who learned about it . 
 
   -Could it be that he tamed the Hellhound instead of summoning it?
 
   ㄴ You need to say something that makes sense . How could he take a tamed monster into a dungeon?
 
   ㄴ There might be a skill like that . 
 
   ㄴ There are rumors that he has a subspace skill . 
 
   ㄴ I heard that he signed a contract with the Devil in Hell . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ㄴ I heard he can summon that monster in the dungeon because he opened the gates of Hell . 
 
   At some point, people began saying that Isaac Ivanov had signed a contract with the Devil which was why he was able to summon the Hellhound from the gates of Hell . 
 
   -Isaac Ivanov must have found a bug in the world after it became like a game . 
 
   ㄴ I heard this story too . 
 
   ㄴ Well if you look at it, that would make a lot of sense . 
 
   ㄴ Are the rumors that Isaac Ivanov knows how to end this game true?
 
   ㄴ It might be
 
   Eventually, the rumors transformed to claiming that Isaac Ivanov had found out the truth about the game-like world . 
 
   It was the moment when a powerful man trying to save the world suddenly transformed into the person who might know how to end the world . 
 
   It was also the moment when Isaac Ivanov’s presence changed . 
 
   From that point onwards, the powerful people in the world began treating Isaac Ivanov not as a card they could bet their money on, but as someone who might be holding their fate in his hands . 
 
   ‘It’s similar to Johann Georg at that time . ’
 
   Before returning to the past, a countless number of people had entrusted their fate into the hands of the King of Undead . 
 
   ‘The problem is from now on . ’
 
   Of course, this alone wasn’t enough to let him rival the Messiah Guild or Lee Se-jun as the King of Undead had in the past . 
 
   ‘There’s still a three floor difference . ’
 
   Right now there was a huge, three floor gap between Lee Se-jun and Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   No matter how outrageous the rumors became, they couldn’t change these differences . 
 
   ‘The Messiah Guild’s checks will be even more severe . ’
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin had drawn the Messiah Guild’s ire, as well as the interest of those who did not like the Messiah Guild . 
 
   The hostility of the true demons who pretended to be saviors to devour the world . 
 
   ‘We need the attention to gain investments . ’
 
   If they couldn’t profit from the interest and attention Isaac Ivanov was garnering, then they had slapped the Dragon in the face for no reason . 
 
   ‘I know there are anti Messiah Guild forces, but…’
 
   Fortunately, Kim Woo-jin knew the key figures of the anti Messiah Guild faction very well . 
 
   ‘The problem is I don’t know what kind of relationship the anti Messiah Guild faction has with Johann Georg . ’
 
   If they were in contact with the King of Undead, they’ll definitely start weighing their options . 
 
   ‘If there was only one item but two people want it, in the end, it would be the buyer who suffered a loss . ’
 
   That thought alone gave him a headache . 
 
   Woowoong!
 
   Kim Woo-jin paused his leatherworking and answered the phone . 
 
   -How have you been, Kim Woo-jin”
 
   It was Oh Se-chan’s voice . 
 
   “What is it?”
 
   -It’s not a big deal, but I have bad news . 
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   Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but smile bitterly when he heard there was bad news . 
 
   “There’s not much good news these days . Did you lose a legendary item or a skill page?”
 
   -It seems God has been blessing you so much recently that he decided to give you a bit of a crisis . 
 
   Oh Se-chan’s joke made Kim Woo-jin’s bitter smile morph into a real one . 
 
   “So what’s the bad news?”
 
   -Do you know Johann Georg?
 
   However, when he heard what Oh Se-chan said, the smile fell from Kim Woo-jin’s face entirely . 
 
   -He started out in Eastern Europe . And as you know, Eastern Europe has been a mess since the dungeon gates started appearing . In fact, the function of the government there was almost paralysed . Even Hell itself wasn’t as bad as that place . Well, he’s a guy who grew up and strengthened himself in that hell . 
 
   This was something that Kim Woo-jin knew as well . 
 
   -Recently, he’s shifted his focus over to Western Europe . If we leave him like this, it won’t be long before he conquers all of Europe . He’s a pretty amazing guy . 
 
   He was well aware of the fact that the King of Undead had started out in politically stagnant Eastern Europe before advancing to Western Europe, turning all of Europe into the kingdom with which to go against the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘He’s begun moving as well . ’
 
   And now, as he had expected, the King of Undead had started making his move . 
 
   ‘The Emissary of the Underworld is a very partial halo . Because of me, his growth would have been extremely stunted, so he will come after me . ’
 
   Because of the King of Undead’s personality, he would not be able to accept Isaac Ivanov taking what he believes he deserves . 
 
   -That guy is targeting Isaac Ivanov . His halo is the same as yours . 
 
   And that was exactly the news that he received from Oh Se-chan . 
 
   -He’s also joined hands with the Messiah Guild . That’s one plus ten . 
 
   He also received news that Johann Georg had joined hands with the Messiah Guild to deal with Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin smiled when he heard that . 
 
   Of course, Oh Se-chan, who was unable to see that, continued speaking in a grave tone . 
 
   -They recruited 11 players who have the Emissary of the Underworld as their halo, including Johann Georg . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin finally opened his mouth after receiving the information . 
 
   “So in summary, the Messiah Guild set up a ten man counterfire together with Johann Georg to take care of Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   -That’s right . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin replied simply . 
 
   “That’s bad news . ”
 
   -Very bad news . 
 
   Johann Georg and the other ten were enough to match the power Isaac Ivanov had displayed . 
 
   After all, if every player summoned 10 Skeleton Soldiers, wouldn’t they be able to get 110?
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Though they might be lacking in quality, the number of skeletons they had was still larger than Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   The Messiah Guild and Johann Georg would definitely try to emphasize that fact as much as possible . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also admitted that they would be difficult enemies . 
 
   -I’m not sure if it’s my own perception, but it doesn’t seem to me that you think this is bad news . 
 
   Nevertheless, Kim Woo-jin couldn’t get rid of the smile that came to his lips
 
   “It must be your delusion . ”
 
   And there was no reason to erase it . 
 
   ‘The fact that Johann Georg is working with the Messiah Guild means that he can no longer get any support from the anti Messiah Guild faction . ’
 
   From that point forward, Kim Woo-jin would be able to obtain everything the King of Undead had under the title ‘Rival of the Messiah Guild’ . 
 
   “I have a favor to ask . ”
 
   -Favor?
 
   “Can you make contact with the Lightning King?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s first target was the Lightning King . 
 
   -The Lightning King? Why?
 
   When he heard that question, Kim Woo-jin answered it in his head although he couldn’t say it outloud . 
 
   ‘Because it was the Lightning King who gave Johann Georg the Lich summoning skill . ’
 
   It was because of the Lightning King that the King of Undead was able to complete his Lich unit, one of the most powerful forces in his army . 
 
   ‘Which was why the Lightning King was targeted by Hunting Dogs . ’
 
   That was the reason the Lightning King was killed . 
 
   After thinking about that for a moment, Kim Woo-jin finally responded to Oh Se-chan’s question . 
 
   “Since the Messiah Guild is fighting back, we need new investors . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan couldn’t help but give a wide smile when he heard the word investors . 
 
   -Park Yong-wan would be sad to hear that . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s response to that was simple . 
 
   “It’s fine . Park Yong-wan will be the biggest investor anyway . ”
 
   …
 
   Players, who always risked their lives to clear dungeons, were bound to be sensitive to trends . 
 
   Therefore whenever a player created a new strategy that had a high rate of success, the others would immediately try to implement . 
 
   There were no copyrights involved, so there was no problem . 
 
   [The value of Emissary of the Underworld players soars dramatically!]
 
   [Market prices of items exclusive for players who have the Emissary of the Underworld halo have skyrocketed!]
 
   [Is this the Isaac Ivanov effect? The era of Necromancers?]
 
   Of course, as Isaac Ivanov far surpassed common sense, it was not easy for any player to imitate him . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   [The Five Great Guilds begin to actively nurture Necromancer players!]
 
   [The US government has decided to grant special citizenship to players with the Emissary of the Underworld halo!]
 
   [The Chinese government confirms $1 billion budget to foster players with the Emissary of the Underworld halo!]
 
   The Five Great Guilds also began investing in players in a bid to imitate Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   [Johann Georg and the Ten, a Necromancer Party appears!]
 
   [Up to 310 skeletons can be summoned!]
 
   The appearance of a Necromancer party, consisting of Johann Georg and the ten others, was natural in a way . 
 
   [Johann Georg and the Ten make their debut in a dungeon that the Messiah Guild temporarily gave up attacking!]
 
   [B+ rank 5 Floor Dungeon, Monster Forest!]
 
   They couldn’t really be compared to Isaac Ivanov, but that alone was enough to draw some attention . 
 
   -Let’s see their results first . 
 
   -They have to prove themselves first . 
 
   If they really were able to clear a dungeon that the Messiah Guild had given up on, then they really could become Isaac Ivanov’s rivals . 
 
   -Maybe they’re stronger than Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   -If they’re attacking a 5 Floor dungeon then it can be said that they’re a level above Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Or they could even become a huge fire that devoured Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “Johann Georg huh . A pretty amusing guy has appeared . ”
 
   That’s why Park Yong-wan was talking to Kim Woo-jin with a dissatisfied expression on his face . 
 
   “Do you know anything about this guy?”
 
   “Nothing at all . ”
 
   “Then we’ll have to find out everything about him, otherwise we might get eaten by him . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan, who had invested almost everything he had into Isaac Ivanov, could certainly not tolerate the emergence of Johann Georg, who might be able to overshadow the person he invested in . 
 
   “I shouldn’t say that . We have to get Isaac Ivanov to trample over those guys . ”
 
   It was clear that Park Yong-wan wanted to deal with this problem as soon as possible . 
 
   In response to Park Yong-wan’s words, Kim Woo-jin asked . 
 
   “How do we do that?”
 
   “We should attack the dungeons more aggressively . Not just the Messiah Guild, but also the other top guilds, we have to crush all the dungeons they were unable to . I’ll handle the press coverage . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s expression became one of embarrassment when he heard Park Yong-wan request . 
 
   “Is there a problem?”
 
   “Isaac Ivanov only has one ironclad rule when it comes to attacking dungeons . It has to be a dungeon no one else can clear . ”
 
   “Aren’t there plenty of dungeons like that?”
 
   It was as Park Yong-wan said . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov was currently attacking 4 Floor dungeons, and among 4 Floor dungeons, there was an extremely large number of them that had been abandoned . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Most of the dungeon ranks were also high . 
 
   Most players over level 100 were too afraid to attack high rank dungeons, and even if they wanted to, they might not get permission from the guilds or governments . 
 
   “Would they give use permission as soon as we ask?”
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin also had no intention of denying that fact . 
 
   He was just raising the questions . 
 
   “But there’s no reason for us to attack them for free, is there?”
 
   Park Yong-wan’s expression changed slightly when he heard that question . 
 
   “Explain . ”
 
   “There are many dungeons that Isaac Ivanov can clear . That means there’s also a lot of people who want Isaac Ivanov . The demand is high, but the supply is low . In such a situation, there’s no reason for the supplier to donate his product, is there?”
 
   “So?”
 
   “As long as they are willing to pay for it, Isaac Ivanov would attack any dungeon they want him to . ”
 
   At Kim Woo-jin’s suggestion, Park Yong-wan’s expression, which had been stiffened by the Johann Georg situation, gradually began to relax . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin gave the last push . 
 
   “Since you’ve already invested in him, you’d surely get a dividend . ”
 
   The nudge caused Park Yong-wan to smile brightly . 
 
   It was a proposal he had no reason to refuse . 
 
   But he still didn’t accept it immediately . 
 
   “Wouldn’t Isaac Ivanov get upset if we used him in this way?”
 
   This was because this wasn’t a matter that could be discussed without Isaac Ivanov being present . 
 
   “I will persuade him . ”
 
   “Could he be persuaded easily?”
 
   “Isaac Ivanov is noble, but he isn’t naive . He’s also willing to do whatever it takes to reach his goal . Rather, he might think we’re not moving fast enough and contact others . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan’s eyes narrowed when he heard about him contacting others . 
 
   “Do you suspect something?”
 
   “It seems he’s become interested in the Lightning King . And as you know, the Lightning King…”
 
   “Is a weirdo who loves collecting items . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan’s expression stiffened . 
 
   ‘Kim Woo-jin’s words are right, Isaac Ivanov is noble, but he isn’t naive . He would definitely contact others if he has something to gain from it . ’
 
   It had already been confirmed that Isaac Ivanov was willing to do whatever it took to further his noble cause . 
 
   In a sense, it was natural for him to seek more sponsors in order to become stronger . 
 
   ‘Moreover, if he finds that he has nothing else to gain from me… he might toss me aside . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   And if Park Yong-wan was no longer found to be useful, Isaac Ivanov might very well throw him away . 
 
   “Dammit . ”
 
   In addition, Park Yong-wan no longer had any items to give to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   The Osiris’ Ring was the most valuable item he had to give . 
 
   Of course, he had been looking for ways to obtain items and skill pages for Isaac Ivanov to make use of, but it had not been easy as the market price for all items exclusive to the Emissary of the Underworld . 
 
   It was very likely that Isaac Ivanov was already aware of that fact too . 
 
   In such a situation, it was natural for him to find another sponsor . 
 
   ‘The Lightning King…’
 
   Especially if it was someone like Lightning King . 
 
   He was a weirdo who liked to collect items and didn’t like to trade . 
 
   ‘If it’s that guy, it wouldn’t be strange . ’
 
   In other words, there was a high chance that the Lightning King had items that couldn’t even be found on the market . 
 
   ‘He would be worth the attention . ’
 
   So it was understandable that Isaac Ivanov would be interested . 
 
   ‘There’s no way to stop it . ’
 
   Furthermore, Park Yong-wan didn’t have a good enough reason to prevent Isaac Ivanov from making a deal with him . 
 
   Then there was only one option left for him . 
 
   “I’ll negotiate with the Lightning King . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan intended to stand in the middle of them and prevent any form of direct contact between them . 
 
   “Wouldn’t that be difficult?”
 
   Of course, it wouldn’t be easy . 
 
   As had been mentioned earlier, the Lightning King was a weirdo who didn’t like trading away his items . 
 
   To make a deal with such a man was like fighting a losing battle . 
 
   It seemed Park Yong-wan had prepared to bleed a little . 
 
   “Right . It won’t be easy . ”
 
   This was proved by Park Yong-wan’s irritated expression as he imagined the difficulty of dealing with the Lightning King . 
 
   There was no longer any joy at the fact that he might be able to make a profit from Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “I’ll let you know once I have some results . Before that, make sure that Isaac Ivanov doesn’t contact anyone . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded at the order . 
 
   “He should come to Korea soon enough . At that time you’ll be able to discuss it with him personally . ”
 
   “If you need anything, just inform my secretary . ”
 
   When Kim Woo-jin stood up, Park Yong-wan’s secretary approached him immediately . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin stretched out his hand to her and said . 
 
   “I’d like to borrow the corporate credit card to use while traveling with Isaac Ivanov . ”
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   “Burp!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah let out a loud burp as he rubbed his stomach that had swollen like a mountain . 
 
   “It’s been a long time since I was this full . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan, who was looking at the cleaned grill, couldn’t help but talk with a dumbfounded tone . 
 
   “You ate it all on your own . Hey, don’t you know what self restraint is?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah shrugged at those words . 
 
   “It’s meat that Kim Woo-jin bought with the Phoenix Guild’s company card anyway, so why can’t I eat all of it? You’re not buying it, are you? And if you need meat, we could always buy more, so what’s the problem?”
 
   Oh Se-chan closed his mouth when he heard that . 
 
   Seemingly satisfied by this sight, Lee Jin-ah stood and patted his stomach a few times before saying . 
 
   “Now then, let’s have dessert . ”
 
   With those words, Lee Jin-ah headed over to the nearby refrigerator, and Oh Se-chan, who had just realised that, shouted out to him . 
 
   “Hey, wait! Don’t open that!”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   As he asked this, Lee Jin-ah opened the refrigerator and was shocked when things began falling out of it . 
 
   “Huh? Chocolate?”
 
   The things that had fallen out were all chocolate . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The refrigerator had been filled to the brim with chocolates . 
 
   In addition, the packaging on them was all different . 
 
   “Valentine’s day gifts?”
 
   Soon, Lee Jin-ah who identified some of the packaging looked at Oh Se-chan and laughed . 
 
   “Did you steal all the chocolates that Isaac Ivanov’s fans sent him for Valentine’s day?”
 
   Oh Se-chan shouted at those words . 
 
   “H-, how is that possible? Those were my gifts . Right, they were sent to me . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah snorted when he heard that ridiculous excuse . 
 
   “Hyung, let’s be honest here . What Valentine’s gifts would you possibly get?”
 
   “What’s that supposed to mean?”
 
   As he was looking at the different chocolates, Lee Jin-ah’s expression suddenly stiffened . 
 
   Then, with a stern look on his face, he recited some Russian that had been written on the wrappers . 
 
   “Spashiba?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah turned to look at Oh Se-chan with wide eyes . 
 
   “Ha ha, ha ha ha . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan could only laugh awkwardly at his stare . 
 
   “Hyung! You even stole the ones sent for me?!”
 
   “I-, I didn’t steal them! I just quietly kept them in the fridge for you so that they wouldn’t melt . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Of course, that was just an excuse . 
 
   An excuse that would never work . 
 
   “Hey, really! How could you do that?! I could understand if you stole from Kim Woo-jin, but how could you take Valentine’s chocolate from me too?!”
 
   “I didn’t steal it, just saved it for you . I was going to give it to you when you came . And honestly, not a lot came . For every 100 Isaac got, you only got one . ”
 
   At that time, Lee Jin-ah shouted as he saw a chocolate bar that was already unwrapped and had been bitten a few times . 
 
   “This, why is this one unwrapped . ”
 
   “There was probably a problem with the delivery . ”
 
   “Alright, I’ll just tell Kim Woo-jin about this . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin!
 
   The moment this name was mentioned, Oh Se-chan shouted desperately . 
 
   “Jin-ah! I’ll buy you Tangsuyuk!”
 
   “Do I look like I’d get bribed by food?”
 
   “I’ll buy it twice!”
 
   “Hyung, don’t be pathetic . ”
 
   “Three, three times! I’ll buy it three times! With my money!”
 
   “Well, now that I think about it, it wouldn’t be worth it to ruin our good relationship over some chocolate . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan breathed a sigh of relief as Lee Jin-ah closed the refrigerator door with a satisfied expression . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah then began to eat chocolates nonstop while asking Oh Se-chan . 
 
   “Is it really that hard to make trade with the Lightning King?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   When he heard the question, Oh Se-chan’s expression crumpled a bit . 
 
   “It’s very difficult . ”
 
   “Why?”
 
   “The Lightning King only barters . But this only works if you have an item that the Lightning King wants . So simply put, whenever you make a deal with him, you are bound to be on the losing end . ”
 
   As he said this, Oh Se-chan recalled his past dealings with the Lightning King and shuddered involuntarily . 
 
   “It sounds like Hyung would rather die than trade with him . Then how would Park Yong-wan trade with the Lightning King?”
 
   “Didn’t I already tell you? There’s no way to trade with him without losing . ”
 
   “Will Park Yong-wan tolerate the loss?”
 
   “If he doesn’t do it, Isaac Ivanov will leave, so of course he’d do it . But it’ll be hard to get what he wants . In any case, all Park Yong-wan has to do is bridge the gap between Isaac Ivanov and the Lightning King . But even that is gonna be expensive . ”
 
   After saying that, Oh Se-chan stretched his hand out to Lee Jin-ah, who placed a chocolate bar on it . 
 
   After taking a bite of chocolate, Oh Se-chan said . 
 
   “So if Park Yong-wan bleeds a little to become a bridge, it would be a deal between Isaac Ivanov and the Lightning King using that bridge . ”
 
   “What deal?”
 
   “The Lightning King’s weakness is the fact that he can’t get into 4 Floor dungeons because his level is too high . In other words, the Lightning King will direct Isaac Ivanov to a 4 Floor dungeon and ask him to retrieve items from there . If Isaac Ivanov gets the item, he would then be able to trade with the Lightning King . ”
 
   It was then . 
 
   Woowoong!
 
   Oh Se-chan’s phone began to vibrate, and he picked it up without hesitation and answered it . 
 
   “What’s up? Huh? Park Yong-wan made a deal? That’s much faster than I imagined . It seems Park Yong-wan is determined . So what’s the Lightning King’s offer? Skeleton Magician Mastery? He’ll give you that?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Then Oh Se-chan’s expression became hard . 
 
   “He wants us to give him a Unicorn Horn? Shit, he’s coming on strong from the start . Is there a dungeon where Unicorn Horns might appear? Where?”
 
   Suddenly, Oh Se-chan’s entire body, not just his expression, became hard . 
 
   “…that’s crazy . Okay, go ahead and hang up,”
 
   Soon after the call ended, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but ask Oh Se-chan a question . 
 
   “What happened?”
 
   “Nothing special . ”
 
   “So you’re saying you made such an expression for nothing special?”
 
   “The next attack location has been decided . ”
 
   “Is it someplace dangerous?”
 
   “No, it’s not that dangerous . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan who was talking in a relaxed voice continued to say . 
 
   “More importantly, have you been vaccinated for malaria?”
 
   “Malaria vaccine?”
 
   “Because the dungeon is in the Amazon . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah then spoke in a voice filled with fear . 
 
   “You mean the Amazon that has become a monster den because rebels and terrorists have taken control of it? Where there is news of battles and deaths happening every day? And where monsters can be easily found?”
 
   “Yep, that Amazon . ”
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   Fortaleza, Brazil . 
 
   In one of Brazil’s largest port cities which had a coastline 7,000 kilometers long, a ship was moored in the harbour . 
 
   That was all . 
 
   This port, which had once been crowded with ships and tourists, now looked so desolate it was almost like an entirely different place . 
 
   The same was true for those who had arrived in this port city . 
 
   Most of them looked as though they were pigs walking into a slaughterhouse . 
 
   “Samba!”
 
   Among them, only one large man was different . 
 
   “Dalalala, lalala lalala . ”
 
   He was humming a tune like he was a normal tourist coming to Brazil for the first time . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   Seeing him like this, Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but look at him with a questioning gaze,
 
   “You seem to be in a good mood . ”
 
   “Mhm, it’s my first time coming to Brazil to sightsee . ”
 
   “Sightsee?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s expression became incredulous when he heard that . 
 
   “You came here to sightsee?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah gave a slight smile at Kim Woo-jin’s question . 
 
   “It’s okay to do some sightseeing after we’re finished working, isn’t it? Can’t I do that much?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but click his tongue . 
 
   “Do you know why we came here by boat instead of by plane?”
 
   “Of course I know!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah answered the question with confidence . 
 
   “You did it to save travel expenses didn’t you? After all, you guys are super cheap . Ay, cheapskates . Tweh tweh!” (TL: Tweh is kinda representing him spitting at their cheapness)
 
   Only then did Kim Woo-jin realise . 
 
   ‘He doesn’t know the situation in Brazil . ”
 
   In Lee Jin-ah’s mind, Brazil was still in the same state as in 2020 . 
 
   And it wasn’t really Lee Jin-ah’s fault either . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Most people in the world would have the same thoughts as Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . Where in the world do you think is the most dangerous currently?”
 
   “Isn’t it Eastern Europe?”
 
   “Why do you think that?”
 
   “There was an accident related to the dungeon gates in Eastern Europe, there were articles and news reports about protests happening there every day . ”
 
   “In other words, it means that the situation was under control enough that reporters were able to stay there and send out articles . ”
 
   That was why Kim Woo-jin decided to tell Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “Keep in mind . There aren’t even journalists to write about the situation in the truly bad places . ”
 
   Just how bad Brazil was now . 
 
   Only then did Lee Jin-ah, who had started getting an idea of what he was talking about, change his facial expression and ask . 
 
   “Is Brazil really that bad?”
 
   “Even before the game began in 2020, Brazil was in a state of political and economic turmoil . It was impossible for them to properly deal with the dungeon gates . ”
 
   When the dungeon gates appeared, many countries were unable to cope with it because of damage caused by political and economic problems . 
 
   “Of course, it wasn’t just Brazil . Most of the countries in South America had similar situations like Brazil, and in the case of Africa, the situation was much worse than in South America . ”
 
   Countries in South America and Africa were perfect examples of this . 
 
   Among them, the chaos that erupted in Brazil was among the worst . 
 
   “However, Brazil was the only country that had to deal with the Amazon Rainforest . ” (TL: Not accurate, the Amazon Rainforest in fact spans 8 countries and one overseas French territory(French Guiana), Brazil just happens to be the largest and claims the largest portion)
 
   The Amazon Rainforest . 
 
   This place, which had almost no control or monitoring even before the dungeon gates appeared, made it impossible for anyone to notice when the dungeon gates did appear . 
 
   “The government has become ineffective since then . ”
 
   Thus the Amazon Rainforest basically transformed into a den of monsters and the Brazilian government was unable to do anything . 
 
   “And in such a time, anti-government groups, terrorist organisations, etc . who aimed for Brazil’s resources, came to the country . ”
 
   The paralysis of the Brazilian government was practically a declaration that Brazil’s rich resources had entered an ownerless state, and countless criminals came to Brazil seeking opportunities . 
 
   There was no sign of the desire to sightsee on Lee Jin-ah’s face after he heard that much . 
 
   “Ah, then why the hell is the Lightning King here?”
 
   Instead, he began to wonder what was wrong with the Lightning King that made him come to a place like this . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin laughed at Lee Jin-ah’s confusion as he said . 
 
   “That’s because the Lightning King is the Head of Thunderbird, the world’s number one private military company . ”
 
   The Lightning King, Hugh Fry . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   As one of the first players in Australia, his other title was the Head of Thunderbird, the world’s leading private military company . 
 
   ‘That’s why he sponsored Johann Georg to become the center of the anti Messiah Guild faction . ’
 
   For the Lightning King, it was unacceptable that the Messiah Guild had an uncontested value in the world, which was why he supported the King of the Undead, pushing him forward to become a rival for the Messiah Guild . 
 
   He believed that by making the two of them fight and weaken each other, he would benefit the most . 
 
   And in truth, his idea was correct . 
 
   From around 2026, when the battle between the Messiah Guild and the King of Undead truly began in earnest, Thunderbird, which was the Lightning King’s company, grew rapidly in the space left by the two top world powers fighting each other . 
 
   Eventually, Thunderbird became a force that surpassed the conventions of a private military company to the extent that they were even able to directly challenge a country . 
 
   ‘The hunt wasn’t easy . ’
 
   That made it very difficult for the Hunting Dogs to take care of the Lightning King,
 
   As he recalled that time, Kim Woo-jin smiled bitterly . 
 
   And Lee Jin-ah, who had now gotten a grasp of the situation, also smiled bitterly . 
 
   “I can’t believe we have to look for unicorns in this place . I bet I’ll have to suffer this time too . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin only gave a simple reply . 
 
   “We don’t have to look for unicorns . ”
 
   “Huh? What do you mean? Don’t we have to find Unicorn Horns so you can exchange them for skill pages?”
 
   “If I just wanted to get one, I wouldn’t come here . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin paused for a moment before continuing as he brought up his memories . 
 
   “I’m planning to make a bigger deal with the Lightning King . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah tilted his head in confusion . 
 
   “He only does bartering, doesn’t he? What else can you give him?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered without hesitation . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   …
 
   After the Brazilian government lost its function, the dungeon gates appearing in the Amazon Rainforest were basically neglected . 
 
   After that, the dungeon gates began releasing monsters constantly, and after adapting to the rainforest’s environment, they began to form their own territories . 
 
   Awooo!
 
   Roar!
 
   The Amazon Rainforest was saying that Earth no longer belonged to the humans . 
 
   However, that didn’t mean that mankind would just watch on and accept that fact . 
 
   On the contrary, many people saw this as an opportunity . 
 
   “It’s an Ivory Wolf!”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “It’s 10 million for two pieces of Ivory . ”
 
   In an era where the corpses of monsters had unspeakable value, this was an opportunity for non-player hunters to also catch monsters . 
 
   It wasn’t just the ordinary people either . 
 
   From the players’ perspectives as well, it was an opportunity for them to hunt monsters with modern weapons that were much more powerful than their items . 
 
   This was why some people considered the Amazon Rainforest in Brazil to be the true El Dorado(1) . 
 
   The same was true for the private military company, Thunderbird . 
 
   From an early stage, they had seen the Amazon Rainforest as a land of opportunity and invested heavily in it . 
 
   This was proven by the fact that the Lightning King had none other than his older disciple as the head of the Brazilian branch . 
 
   “Ah, this is killing me . ”
 
   Shakira, a latino beauty with a sensual body covered in bronze skin, was that disciple . (TL: Shakira, Shakira)
 
   “This damned forest, I wish I could just get rid of it . ”
 
   Of course, that wasn’t necessarily a good thing for her . 
 
   Being the head of the Amazon Forest region, where chaos reigned, was enough to drive any person crazy . 
 
   Moreover, she now had to deal with another headache . 
 
   “When the hell is Isaac Ivanov coming? Huh? Didn’t they say that he would arrive at the port a week ago? Did you get it right? You aren’t losing your mind because of the heat are you?” (TL: as someone who lives in South America…yes…yes I am losing my mind because of the heat…)
 
   “We would have heard from him . ”
 
   The Lightning King said it himself . 
 
   When Isaac Ivanov arrives, take him to the ‘Unicorn Forest’, a B- rank 4 Floor dungeon, and trade the Unicorn Horn he brings back for the prepared skill pages . 
 
   The deal itself wasn’t much trouble . 
 
   “Is it possible that he died along the way?”
 
   The problem was if Isaac Ivanov died on his way to them . 
 
   “Isn’t it Isaac Ivanov? That monster managed to survive in a 4 Floor dungeon with just his teammate…”
 
   The skill he had displayed far surpassed that of normal people, but the Amazon Rainforest was different . 
 
   “No matter how amazing he is, he would still die to a gun . Do you think him and his little skeletons could survive Allah’s magic wand?”
 
   This was a place where monsters and crazy hunters armed with extremely powerful modern weapons roamed about freely . 
 
   “If you were to compare the Amazon Rainforest to a dungeon, it would be at least 7 Floors . ”
 
   The Amazon Rainforest was a place where even players above level 100 were not able to guarantee their safety . 
 
   “I can’t even get a good night’s sleep . ”
 
   Even Shakira, who had once been able to experience attacking a 6 Floor dungeon when she was level 165, could not help but be wary of the rainforest . 
 
   So it would be nothing strange if Isaac Ivanov died in this place . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “But is it okay if he dies? Isn’t he our responsibility?”
 
   Of course, it was partly the Lightning King and the Thunderbird Company’s responsibility to ensure Isaac Ivanov’s safety . 
 
   “I don’t care about that responsibility . ”
 
   But Shakira paid no attention to that responsibility . 
 
   “The problem is that if Isaac Ivanov dies in the Amazon Rainforest and his items are scattered here, everyone in the world would come . Those American bastards would probably send bombers to raze the Amazon Rainforest immediately . ”
 
   What she was worried about was the fact that everyone in the world would rush to the rainforest for the treasure known as Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “Ah, this is insane . ”
 
   As she thought about that, she let out a sigh . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   One of her subordinates walked into her office and reported . 
 
   “A person from Isaac Ivanov’s side has arrived . ”
 
   “Someone from Isaac Ivanov’s side? Not Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   She immediately asked without missing a singing detail from her subordinate’s words . 
 
   “Who came?”
 
   “That… a person named Woo-jin . ”
 
   With just those words, Shakira was able to think of a person who had such a name . 
 
   “Woo-jin? Isn’t that Isaac Ivanov’s teammate from Japan?”
 
   The moment she recalled the name, Shakira’s expression became grave . 
 
   “Does Isaac Ivanov have a skill to create zombies too?”
 
   The subordinate tilted their head slightly . 
 
   “He didn’t act like a zombie . He didn’t smell anything either . ”
 
   Shakira’s expression crumpled when she heard that . 
 
   “Did he come here alone?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   When she heard the answer, Shakira’s expression crumpled even further .  
 
   “So he came here alone, but he has no injuries and he doesn’t even smell of sweat?”
 
   Only then did the subordinate’s face turn pale as he realised the implications behind these facts . 
 
   Shakira spoke to her slow subordinate . 
 
   “Call the interpreter . ”
 
   (Note:
 
   1 . El Dorado is a fabled city in South America, rich in treasure and sought by Spanish explorers in the 16th century . )
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   Click . 
 
   Shakira began speaking as soon as she came through the door . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin, wasn’t it plastered all over the news that you’d died due to a terrorist attack?”
 
   She asked a question without bothering to greet him first . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin wasn’t fazed by the question . 
 
   ‘Her personality is still the same . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew the personality of this woman named Shakira well . 
 
   That was natural . 
 
   After all, analyzing the characteristics of their prey was one of the basic skills of a good hunting dog . 
 
   Shakira’s question in Spanish was immediately translated to English and delivered to Kim Woo-jin by her interpreter . . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered in English . 
 
   “It was staged . It seemed that my movements would have been greatly restricted if I stayed ‘alive’ . ”
 
   Shakira smiled . 
 
   “In other words, if I kill you here, there would be no repercussions, right? Since you’re already dead . ”
 
   The interpreter looked shocked at Shakira’s words . 
 
   Was he supposed to translate that too?
 
   “I want to speak to the Lightning King concerning Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   This time, Kim Woo-jin spoke without waiting for Shakira’s interpreter to translate . 
 
   “Oho, you can speak Spanish?”
 
   As her interpreter was once again shocked by Shakira’s words, she sat in front of Kim Woo-jin, her eyes shining . 
 
   Sniff sniff!
 
   As soon as she sat down, she began sniffing loudly . 
 
   “You don’t even smell sweaty . How the hell did you do that?”
 
   Of course, she wasn’t asking that because she was curious about his deodorant . 
 
   She was questioning how Kim Woo-jin traveled through the Amazon Rainforest and managed to keep such a neat appearance . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded to her question simply . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “That’s just my constitution . ” (TL: alternatively ‘that’s just the way I’m built’)
 
   “What an envious constitution . I sweat so much every day that I’m going crazy . ”
 
   At that moment, Shakira gestured to one of her subordinates nearby . 
 
   Thud!
 
   Then, that subordinate placed a large communication device on the table between Shakira and Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “This is the only way for us to contact our boss . However, it’s really difficult to contact him as you need to use a password . And I’m the only one here who knows the password . So, what will you do now?”
 
   “I just have to persuade you . ”
 
   “That makes sense . ”
 
   Shakira nodded, gesturing with her chin . 
 
   This meant that he should start talking . 
 
   And so Kim Woo-jin said . 
 
   “I heard the Lightning King only barters . ”
 
   After the interpreter interpreted his words for Shakira, she nodded . 
 
   “And I heard that people can also be traded . ”
 
   However, the following words caused Shakira’s expression to harden . 
 
   Because Kim Woo-jin said them in Spanish, not English . 
 
   “So if I offer Isaac Ivanov, what can we trade for?”
 
   Instead of responding to him, Shakira picked up the satellite phone . 
 
   …
 
   -Can I trade in kilograms?
 
   The first question that came from the satellite phone was quite shocking, enough to make the listener hesitate . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin responded without pause . 
 
   “You want Isaac Ivanov without one of his limbs?”
 
   -You’re a funny guy . 
 
   Along with those words, faint laughter could be heard from the other end of the call . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also gave a slight smile . 
 
   However, on the inside, Kim Woo-jin was quite cold . 
 
   ‘Just like before this person is more like a snake than a human . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew that Hugh Fry, the man who was known as the Lightning King was someone who could rightly be described as evil . 
 
   For that person, words like ‘fairness’, ‘peace’, ‘human rights’ and ‘morals’ were just things that would help him achieve whatever it is he wanted . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin was certain . 
 
   -So how do you intend to trade him? You’re trading him to me alive, right?
 
   “The choice of which dungeon Isaac Ivanov attacks will be up to you . ”
 
   -Can you explain it in more detail?
 
   “Through me, you can send Isaac Ivanov to attack any dungeon of your choosing . You are basically purchasing the right to use the sword known as Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   That the ability to make use of the sword known as Isaac Ivanov would be incredibly attractive to the Lightning King . 
 
   -Would he attack any dungeon?
 
   “That depends on the price . Isaac Ivanov won’t move for free . Instead, it should be attractive enough for him to want to attack the dungeon . ”
 
   -So he will attack any dungeon I choose as long as the price is right?
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   -And how much do I have to pay?
 
   “We accept anything . Items, cash, bonds, skill pages . If you give me poison skill pages I’d be sure to help you get a good deal . ”
 
   The Lightning King was silent for a moment after listening to his explanation . 
 
   After a while, the Lightning King finally spoke . 
 
   -I’m not really interested . 
 
   Tuk . 
 
   And with those words, the Lightning King hung up without hesitation . 
 
   “Well!”
 
   At the same time, Shakira, who had been standing in the corner, walked towards the door . 
 
   Then she opened it and pointed towards the sprawling landscape of the Amazon Rainforest . 
 
   “Adios!”
 
   Go away . 
 
   When he saw this, Kim Woo-jin easily rose to his feet and walked to the door without a word of complaint . 
 
   Then he handed a note to Shakira and said . 
 
   “The deal remains valid . Please contact me on this number . ”
 
   Shakira laughed as she received the note . 
 
   …
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “So you just left?”
 
   In a hotel in Fortaleza . 
 
   In this place which had been brilliant in the past but now looked more like an abandoned ruin, Kim Woo-jin recounted his meeting with the Lightning King . 
 
   “How unfortunate . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah clicked his tongue . 
 
   This reaction was natural . 
 
   After all, wasn’t this a situation where the agreement had fallen through?
 
   “But it’s better this way . There’s no need for us to go into the Amazon Rainforest and suffer hardships . Let’s go to Sao Paulo, do some samba dancing, then return to Korea . ”
 
   Moreover, Lee Jin-ah seemed to be very happy with that fact, to the point that he didn’t even try to hide it in front of Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Samba!”
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin’s expression remained calm as he looked at Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   It was an expression that seemed to say that everything was going as he expected . 
 
   In fact, everything was going smoothly . 
 
   ‘There’s no way he’d turn down a card he could use against the Messiah Guild . ’
 
   There were many people in the world who hated the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Nevertheless, there was no force who dared to claim to be the Messiah Guild’s rival . 
 
   No one needed to think deeply to imagine how the Savior’s rival would be treated by the rest of the world . 
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   ‘There is no Johann Georg this time . ’
 
   That the King of Undead, Johann Georg, had been able to receive the support of countless people in the past . 
 
   Among them, the Lightning King was the King of Undead’s greatest supporter .  
 
   From what Kim Woo-jin knew, various skills and items, including the Summon Lich skill, had all been given to the King of Undead by the Lightning King . 
 
   ‘He will definitely take the bait . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin had given the Lightning King the ability to control Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   There was no way he would give up such a chance . 
 
   Of course, he himself wouldn’t bite the bait . 
 
   “The Lightning King will definitely bite the bait . ”
 
   “He won’t bite it, it’s already fallen through . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Then shall we make a bet?”
 
   “Bet?”
 
   “I bet that I will receive a call by tomorrow morning . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah laughed at his words . 
 
   “Since you’re betting that you’ll receive a call, I’m betting that you won’t . ”
 
   “If you win, I’ll buy you whatever you want to eat . ”
 
   “Really?”
 
   “On the other hand, if the call does come in, then you’re the one who has to buy . ”
 
   “Sure!”
 
   The moment he heard the bet, Lee Jin-ah’s thoughts began racing . 
 
   ‘You’re finished . I’ll fill my stomach with caviar and foie gras!’
 
   It was then . 
 
   Woowoong!
 
   The phone in Kim Woo-jin’s hand began vibrating, and Kim Woo-jin answered right away . 
 
   “Yes, this is Kim Woo-jin . Yes, that’s good . Let’s meet up to confirm the details . ”
 
   Then, after ending the short call, Kim Woo-jin spoke . 
 
   “I won . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s rose an octave as he was shocked the bet had ended so quickly . 
 
   “What nonsense are you talking about?! Are you kidding me? You planned this with brother Se-chan didn’t you?!”
 
   “It’s a simple matter to check if it’s real or not . In any case, you owe me a meal . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah looked at Kim Woo-jin in shock .  
 
   However, his shocked expression didn’t last very long . 
 
   “It’s been a while since I’ve had caviar . ”
 
   The moment he heard those words, Lee Jin-ah’s face became white and shouted out loud . 
 
   “A-, are you serious?”
 
   “I don’t play around with food . ”
 
   With those words, Kim Woo-jin rose up from his seat . 
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   “Our leader rejected your offer but I think differently . It’s attractive enough in my opinion . So how about this? Make a deal with me first . After that, if your ability is verified, you can make a deal with my boss . ”
 
   In his second meeting with Shakira in a restaurant, this was what she suggested . 
 
   That they make a personal deal between them . 
 
   Then she said . 
 
   “Of course, I need to verify your ability first . Can you really control Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   She wanted to see if Kim Woo-jin was bluffing, or if he could really decide Isaac Ivanov’s next move . 
 
   “Target this dungeon . ”
 
   Along with those words, Shakira placed a document envelope on the table,
 
   Kim Woo-jin picked it up while saying . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov doesn’t move without payment . ”
 
   “The payment is the same . Skeleton Magician Mastery . Instead, it’s the location that changed . Instead of the Unicorn’s horn, I need you to get something else . ”
 
   “What about my pay?”
 
   “We don’t doubt Isaac Ivanov’s abilities . All we doubt are your claims, and you still want to get paid?”
 
   While she was saying that, Kim Woo-jin opened the envelope, pulled out the document inside, and began to peruse its contents . 
 
   The conversation paused for a moment, then Kim Woo-jin looked up and said . 
 
   “It’s D- rank . ”
 
   The document inside was a dungeon report . 
 
   “And it’s 5 Floors . ”
 
   The report for a D- rank 5 Floor dungeon . 
 
   “With the results that Isaac Ivanov has shown to the world, this much shouldn’t be a problem, right?”
 
   Shakira said those words with a smile . 
 
   It was a vicious smile . 
 
   For players active in 4 Floor dungeons, challenging a 5 Floor dungeon was like a hiker who had only climbed 2,000 meter high mountains changing to a 4,000 meter high mountain . 
 
   In other words, it wasn’t something that could be done easily . 
 
   “And it’s the perfect stage to see how well you can control Isaac Ivanov . If Isaac Ivanov makes his debut in 5 Floor dungeons when you say so there would be no reason for us to doubt you, no?”
 
   On the other hand, it was a proposal that was sufficiently possible . 
 
   After all, Kim Woo-jin had said it . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov would challenge any dungeon they wanted . 
 
   If that was true, then wouldn’t it be possible for him to do something like this?
 
   In response to her words, Kim Woo-jin simply placed the document back in the envelope and handed it back to her . 
 
   “Is this a rejection?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered . 
 
   “I have no desire to do your little test without pay . ”
 
   “So it is a rejection . ”
 
   With those words, Shakira collected the envelope . 
 
   “I heard rumors that Thunderbird has an A+ rank 5 Floor dungeon that appeared in the Amazon Rainforest . ”
 
   Then, Kim Woo-jin said something else . 
 
   Shakira’s eyes shook . 
 
   “I also heard that you’re forming a team to attack that dungeon . ”
 
   “There are all sorts of rumors about the Amazon Rainforest . You shouldn’t believe everything you hear . ”
 
   Shakira fixed her expression and denied Kim Woo-jin’s words . 
 
   However, without paying attention to what she was saying, Kim Woo-jin continued speaking . 
 
   “I will get Isaac Ivanov to attack that dungeon . Of course, this is a deal, not a test . So please prepare the suitable payment for Isaac Ivanov, and for me . ”
 
   Shakira’s expression hardened considerably . 
 
   Then she spoke in a cold voice . 
 
   “You want to target an A+ rank dungeon when you don’t even have experience in 5 Floor dungeons? Did I hear you correctly?”
 
   “There’s nothing that can’t be done if the price is right . ”
 
   As he was saying this, Kim Woo-jin was thinking about a dungeon . 
 
   ‘I’m sure you guys have the Burning Forest . ’
 
   Burning Forest . 
 
   There was one reason why Kim Woo-jin remembered this A+ rank 5 Floor dungeon . 
 
   ‘And the fourth tail is in that dungeon . ’
 
   And that was because the Fourth Tail of the Nine Tailed Fox was in that dungeon . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin didn’t bring up the Burning Forest dungeon just to obtain the tail . 
 
   ‘Let’s stop the act . ’
 
   This was not something that Shakira could handle with just her authority . 
 
   It was something that absolutely required the permission of none other than the Lighting King himself . 
 
   If Shakira had come of her own volition like she’d said, then she would have gotten up and left without hesitation . 
 
   But now, she was only glaring at Kim Woo-jin without moving from her seat . 
 
   ‘Bring out the Lightning King . ’
 
   This was proof that she didn’t come on her own . 
 
   A man approached Kim Woo-jin from behind . 
 
   He placed his hands on Kim Woo-jin’s shoulders and said . 
 
   “You really are a funny guy . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Then he pat Kim Woo-jin a few times on the shoulders before moving to sit on an empty chair at the table . 
 
   It was a blond man with an extremely pale face . 
 
   His appearance didn’t quite suit the weather in the Amazon Rainforest . 
 
   ‘Lightning King . ’
 
   He was the first Spiritualist to contract a Spirit of Lightning, and after numerous achievements, obtained the nickname ‘Lightning King’ . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin paid no attention to his appearance . 
 
   He had quite painfully learned, the moment he had been betrayed by Lee Se-jun, that what he saw wasn’t always the truth . 
 
   “So, if the price is right, you’ll attack an A+ rank 5 Floor dungeon? I know Isaac Ivanov’s level is around 130 which is certainly high enough but… that’s a lot of confidence . Well, I also did a lot of crazy things at that level . ”
 
   Then the Lightning King asked . 
 
   “Then what’s the price?”
 
   To that question, Kim Woo-jin gave the answer he prepared . 
 
   “First of all, I’d need to hear what you have to offer . Isaac Ivanov won’t make a move simply because of an expensive item . Instead, it has to be an item that would be useful for him . He’d be willing to move even if it’s a rare item . ” (TL: rare in terms of the rank)
 
   The Lightning King shook his head when he heard those words . 
 
   “That’s a question Isaac Ivanov should answer, not you . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s eyes narrowed at those words . 
 
   The Lightning King lifted his finger before saying,
 
   “What I want to know is your price . ”
 
   Then he twirled his finger around before pointing it towards Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Then, a waiter, who had been waiting at the side, approached the table quietly and placed a covered plate in front of Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “After calculating, I found that it would be much more convenient to recruit you rather than pay for each separate request . ”
 
   In the meantime, while the Lightning King continued speaking, Kim Woo-jin only gave him half an ear as he lifted the cover from the plate . 
 
   Then, he saw a skill page made completely of obsidian sitting on the white plate . 
 
   [Vampire]
 
   – Condition: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   – Rank: Legendary
 
   – Effect: You can transform into a vampire while using this skill
 
   Vampire . 
 
   The Lightning King smiled and spoke to Kim Woo-jin who was still looking at the skill page . 
 
   “I want to trade for you with this . ”
 
   It was the moment when the Lightning King had proposed a trade . 
 
   …
 
   Unlike the quiet, boring days in Fortaleza, the nights in this port city were quite passionate . 
 
   Firstly, the sounds were different . 
 
   Tatang!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Argh!
 
   As if they wouldn’t allow for silence to fall, the sounds of gunshots echoed without end, and whenever the gunshot went off, they would be followed by a scream . 
 
   Boom!
 
   Crash!
 
   Sometimes, there would even be the sounds of explosions or of cars crashing .  
 
   It was almost impossible to sleep in a night filled with these sounds . 
 
   However, the cacophony wasn’t the reason Lee Jin-ah couldn’t sleep . 
 
   “You’re really amazing, huh?”
 
   The reason was the story Kim Woo-jin had told him about what happened in the restaurant in Fortaleza earlier that day . 
 
   After all, Kim Woo-jin’s story was very shocking . 
 
   This wasn’t just for Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Some people have to sign slave contracts just to get one skill, but some people are able to get them on a plate with a few words . ”
 
   Not just Lee Jin-ah, anyone would be shocked to learn of how easily Kim Woo-jin was offered a legendary skill . 
 
   Getting legendary skills was not common . 
 
   For players, it would be a heart pounding moment, and something that would stir many waves in the player world . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin’s expression wasn’t that of someone who had just received great fortune . 
 
   Instead, he had a pensive expression . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who saw his expression, clicked his tongue . 
 
   “Well, since you betrayed Park Yong-wan, you’ll certainly have to pay the price now . ”
 
   This was because Kim Woo-jin had accepted the Lightning King’s offer, as well as the skill page . 
 
   “If Park Yong-wan found out about it, he would definitely cause a ruckus . ”
 
   That meant that he had betrayed Park Yong-wan . 
 
   “Ah, not that I’d tell Park Yong-wan about it . Absolutely . Lee Jin-ah is a man who would never sell out his friends . Of course, a guy who scams me out of my money is definitely not my friend . For example, if I had to buy a meal, a friend would never decide to get something expensive like caviar . ”
 
   If Park Yong-wan found out about this, there was no guarantee that he would leave Kim Woo-jin alone . 
 
   “In any case, you’d be in trouble . Park Yong-wan wouldn’t rest until he sees your corpse with his own eyes . ”
 
   It was almost certain that he would take action against him . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also knew this fact . 
 
   “It’s not difficult . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   And he had prepared countermeasures for that as well . 
 
   “We can tell Park Yong-wan about this deal . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin intended to tell Park Yong-wan about what had happened that day and that he had accepted the deal . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “What do you mean?”
 
   “My relationship with Park Yong-wan currently is similar to that of a large company and a subcontractor . It’s based on profit, not loyalty . As long as I can guarantee Park Yong-wan’s interests, he won’t cut off our deal . ”
 
   If he told Park Yong-wan about it, he would certainly understand . 
 
   “Well, he’d definitely try to get rid of me someday . ”
 
   Of course, although he understood, that didn’t mean he would leave Kim Woo-jin alone . 
 
   As Kim Woo-jin had said, Park Yong-wan would one day try to deal with him . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin didn’t pay too much attention to it . 
 
   ‘It doesn’t matter . ’
 
   Betrayal only hurts when it is done by someone you trust, not by someone you don’t . 
 
   In other words, Park Yong-wan wasn’t the reason why Kim Woo-jin was pensive at that moment . 
 
   ‘The Lightning King is a very suspicious man . ’
 
   The reason was the Lightning King . 
 
   As far as Kim Woo-jin knew, he wasn’t someone who offered trades easily . 
 
   This could be seen just by the way the Lightning King had hidden his intentions while dealing with Kim Woo-jin this time . 
 
   During the satellite call, he had said he wasn’t interested, then he sent Shakira in his stead . 
 
   This was what Kim Woo-jin had expected . 
 
   However, the Lightning King had then appeared in person and made an unconventional offer to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   It was possible . 
 
   ‘There has to be a reason . ’
 
   But he wouldn’t have done it without a reason . 
 
   If so, what was the reason?
 
   That was what Kim Woo-jin was currently pondering with a solemn expression . 
 
   However, no matter how much he pondered, he could not think of a reason . 
 
   ‘What the hell is it?’
 
   Woowoong!
 
   Suddenly, one of his phones began vibrating . 
 
   “Is it brother Se-chan?”
 
   It was a call from Oh Se-chan . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin picked up the cellphone, and Lee Jin-ah walked over to him when he saw that . 
 
   “I don’t like the rice here, ask Se-chan to send some kimchi . If you tell him ‘Isaac Ivanov’s gift’, he’ll send it without a peep . Make sure it’s mature kimchi . Let’s make Kimchi Jjigae . ”
 
   Ignoring him, Kim Woo-jin pressed the call button and put the phone to his ear . 
 
   Then he heard Oh Se-chan’s voice . 
 
   -Breaking news . There’s been a terrorist attack in Paris . 
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   It’s the last drop of water that makes the glass overflow . 
 
   The same was true for the world which had been transformed into a game . 
 
   In Kim Woo-jin’s memory, it was in 2025 that the last drop, which had driven the confused world into one filled with chaos, had fallen . 
 
   It was the year that Park Yong-wan sold out his country and went to Japan, which then led to the war between Japan and the Messiah Guild . 
 
   But Park Yong-wan’s actions hadn’t been the last drop that caused the glass to overflow . 
 
   Instead, it was a drop caused by a different action . 
 
   ‘The terrorist attack in Paris, France . ’
 
   In the New Year of 2025, a terrorist attack was carried out in Paris, France . 
 
   An attack orchestrated by Islamic Extremists . 
 
   In the chaotic world, human’s belief in God had descended into madness . 
 
   In truth, acts of terrorism had become quite common in this time, and it wasn’t just Muslims, even Christians were involved . 
 
   What was strange were the victims of the attack . 
 
   ‘The headquarters of the third largest guild in France, the Esprit Guild was destroyed in the attack and thirty two players were killed . ’
 
   The victims of the terror attack were none other than the players themselves . 
 
   Naturally, the impact of this terror attack shook the whole world . 
 
   The level of shock exceeding even that of the 9/11 terrorist attacks . 
 
   But it was only after the attacks that the pandemonium truly began . 
 
   The Esprit Guild called on the French government to impose a special player protection law following this event . 
 
   In addition to protecting the players’ human rights, the protection law included granting them immunity in cases where the players might need to utilise their abilities in public for self defense . 
 
   This request was approved by the French government . 
 
   They did not bother to check public opinion before accepting the request . 
 
   This bill, which benefited certain groups while ignoring public opinion, was quickly passed by the government in a hasty manner because of the interests of certain high-ranking officials . 
 
   This had happened in none other than France, the Country of Revolution . 
 
   “Protests took place and debates began . ’
 
   Unsurprisingly, there were protests, which spread across France, then Europe and then the rest of the world . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Public opinion spread like wildfire that the players were enjoying excessive while neglecting their duties . 
 
   Then they said that the players should all act like the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘The wildfire spread to Korea . ’
 
   This public opinion quickly spread to Korea, where the Messiah Guild was located, which then led to Park Yong-wan’s defection to Japan . 
 
   It was the moment when the water overflowed from the glass and the situation in the world accelerated towards chaos . 
 
   Players acted as they pleased, political and economic turmoil grew out of control, the number of dungeon attacks decreased, which naturally caused the rate that the monsters escaped the dungeons to increase, and the world eventually became a miserable place filled with monsters . 
 
   And in that world, the Messiah Guild was revered as the only savior . 
 
   -The Esprit Guild headquarters in Paris, France has just been attacked . The victims haven’t been identified yet, but it’s clearly not a normal situation . 
 
   But that incident had happened now . 
 
   -There were no warning signs . It’s highly likely that they prepared for this long in advance . Dammit, it’s a mess . If this was really an attack on players, it will definitely have a huge impact on the world…
 
   About a year earlier than Kim Woo-jin remembered . 
 
   -Are you listening?
 
   “I’m listening . ”
 
   What that meant was simple . 
 
   -What do you think? Does it look like the Messiah Guild? It’s okay if it’s only a guess, I just want your opinion . 
 
   “It doesn’t matter who it is . What’s important is how we will deal with the Messiah Guild’s actions after this . Even if they’re not behind it, the Messiah Guild will definitely take advantage of it . It’s important for us to be prepared for that . ”
 
   The Messiah Guild had moved much sooner than Kim Woo-jin expected . 
 
   -What do you plan to do?
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s response to that was simple . 
 
   “We need to secure the power to counteract the Messiah Guild as soon as possible . ”
 
   To sharpen their teeth much more than they had originally planned . 
 
   In a sense, the deal with the Lightning King had come at an opportune time . 
 
   “So I’ll be targeting dungeons in the Amazon for a while . ”
 
   -In the Amazon? Why?
 
   “Because there is no other place that doesn’t have an owner that has as many dungeons that I can attack as I please . ”
 
   There was no place better to sharpen his teeth than the Amazon Rainforest . 
 
   -For how long?
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Until I get to level 150 . ”
 
   After hearing those words, Oh Se-chan silently thought for a moment before saying . 
 
   -Media activities are virtually impossible in the Amazon Rainforest . It would be hard to play the media in that place . In other words, news of Isaac Ivanov’s activities would go on a temporary hiatus . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov’s reputation wasn’t just because of his dungeon attacks, but also because of Oh Se-chan’s expert media play . 
 
   In such a situation, taking a break was definitely not a positive factor . 
 
   -The Messiah Guild won’t miss this opportunity . They will definitely push Johann Georg and the Ten actively in the media . When you leave Brazil, they will definitely stand in your way . 
 
   Following Oh Se-chan’s words, Kim Woo-jin’s reply was quite simple . 
 
   “It doesn’t matter . ”
 
   -Doesn’t matter?
 
   “Because when I become level 150, I will deal with Johann Georg whether he’s standing in my way or not . ”
 
   There was another moment of silence as Oh Se-chan thought of Kim Woo-jin’s words . 
 
   -You’re going to declare war . 
 
   “It’s better for us to declare ourselves as a rival rather than get swallowed by the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan no longer asked any questions . 
 
   It wasn’t that he was scared . 
 
   That was impossible . 
 
   -Okay . 
 
   After all, Oh Se-chan was the first to learn about the true face of the Messiah Guild and prepare to fight against them . 
 
   -Then I’ll prepare accordingly .  (TL: Oh Se-chan is like the best wingman)
 
   That was the end of the conversation . 
 
   After the conversation, Kim Woo-jin closed the phone and turned his head . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah was staring at him with a blank expression before he finally spoke in amazement . 
 
   “Were you two talking about something important just now?”
 
   “The situation has changed . ”
 
   “That’s pretty serious . ”
 
   At that moment, Lee Jin-ah was no longer playful . 
 
   However, no one working under Oh Se-chan had a light heart . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Good . ”
 
   He had enough determination and talent to embrace such a situation . 
 
   “The time has come to abandon the playfulness and become serious . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled slightly at Lee Jin-ah’s fierce expression . 
 
   “How reassuring . ”
 
   “Right, there’s no man as reliable as I am . So what do we do?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered that question easily . 
 
   “Firstly, we need to make your Blessing of the River Styx skill reach transcendent rank . ”
 
   “Ah, transcendent rank! Right, my Blessing of River Styx skill…”
 
   At that moment, Lee Jin-ah realised he was saying something weird . 
 
   “Hey, the Blessing of River Styx skill only goes up when I’m injured…”
 
   “There’s no need to worry . ”
 
   “I don’t have to fight with the soldiers and knights you summon, do I?”
 
   “You don’t . ”
 
   Hearing that, Lee Jin-ah was once more filled with vigour . 
 
   “Good, then there’s no problem . So what’s the next dungeon . ”
 
   “A 5 Floor dungeon . ”
 
   “…huh?”
 
   …
 
   “I’m Roberto from Thunderbird, who will be helping Isaac Ivanov’s party this time . In addition to this dungeon, I will also be assisting you in the future . ”
 
   Roberto . 
 
   This level 140 player from Thunderbird introduced himself to Isaac Ivanov’s party during their first meeting . 
 
   “I will tell you in advance . The Amazon Rainforest is far more dangerous than any dungeon . There are no monsters shooting guns in dungeons, but there are many monsters shooting guns in this rainforest . So please follow my orders at all times . ”
 
   He gave a warning . 
 
   “If you don’t comply, I will use force . The boss said to put your safety before anything else . ”
 
   A warning that he would take the initiative in the event that they did not do as they were told . 
 
   “Don’t forget that this is also a test of your abilities . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   At the same time, it was a warning that drew a clear line between who was above and who was below . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov didn’t respond to his warning . 
 
   Instead, he was reading the dungeon report . 
 
   [Black Swamp]
 
   – Floors: 5
 
   – Difficulty: D+
 
   – Maximum number of entries: 195
 
   – Requirements: Level 150 and below
 
   – Conditions: Defeat the Master of the Black Swamp!
 
   – Reward: None
 
   Roberto then said to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “There will be a total of 75 players in this dungeon, including your party . The estimated time is 40 to 49 days . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov spoke up for the first time . 
 
   “We can get it done in three weeks . ”
 
   The sudden sentence made Roberto’s expression freeze . 
 
   In that time, he realised the ridiculous words he’d just heard . 
 
   “That doesn’t make any sense…”
 
   A player who was lower leveled than him that he could finish a dungeon that he, a level 140 player, estimated would take 40 days, in three weeks?
 
   It was similar to a college sprinter who could run 100 meters in 10 seconds hearing a high schooler say he could do the same in 8 seconds . (TL: World Record for 100m sprint is 9 . 58 seconds)
 
   It was ridiculous . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov then gestured with his chin to Kim Woo-jin, who was standing beside him . 
 
   So Kim Woo-jin spoke instead . 
 
   “Why don’t you go inside and see if it makes sense?”
 
   When responding, the look in Kim Woo-jin’s eyes was clearly different from normal . 
 
   ‘This is the last year . I can no longer run while looking at the passing scenery . ’
 
   The times had changed . 
 
   ‘It’s time to sprint at full power . ’
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   There was an analogy commonly used among players .  
 
   If 4 Floor dungeons were long distance runs, then 5 Floor dungeons were marathon . 
 
   5 Floor dungeons were quite different from 4 Floor dungeons . 
 
   Many new monsters appeared, and among them, there were many who were quite powerful and many that were troublesome to deal with . 
 
   The changes were so great that it was almost as though the genres had been changed exactly . 
 
   Nevertheless, the reason for this analogy was simple . 
 
   Players who were capable of clearing 4 Floor dungeons had the ability to hunt monsters they hadn’t seen before . 
 
   In truth, there weren’t any monsters in a D rank or below 5 Floor dungeons that players who were active in 4 Floor dungeons couldn’t kill . 
 
   The key was time . 
 
   If there was enough time, there weren’t any monsters that they wouldn’t be able to hunt, which meant that they needed time to hunt the monsters . 
 
   Therefore, players attacking 5 Floor dungeons for the first time tried their best to secure enough time . 
 
   As stated in the comparison above, the players prepared as if they were about to run a marathon . 
 
   ‘40 to 49 days . ’
 
   That was why Roberto estimated that it would take at least 40 days . 
 
   It would take at least 8 days to clear one floor . 
 
   ‘D rank dungeons usually take about 50 days . ’
 
   And even that could be considered pretty short . 
 
   For players attacking 5 Floor dungeons for the first time, it wouldn’t be strange if it took them more than 10 days to clear each floor . 
 
   He had only made such a low estimate because of Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   It wasn’t just because of his successes, Isaac Ivanov had created numerous miracles, so he had mentioned 40 days . 
 
   ‘That’s common sense . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin also didn’t intend to deny that it was common sense . 
 
   “Did you say three weeks?”
 
   As Roberto had said, to say that they could complete it in three weeks was quite unorthodox . 
 
   Nevertheless, the reason he’d said it was simple . 
 
   [You have become a vampire . ]
 
   Vampire!
 
   It could be said that Kim Woo-jin now had an unusual skill at his disposal . 
 
   [Your thirst for blood increases . ]
 
   [The power of your blood increases . ]
 
   [Your control over blood has been strengthened . ]
 
   [All senses have been increased to the maximum . ]
 
   The moment he transformed into a vampire, Kim Woo-jin’s appearance began to change . 
 
   His face became pale, the shadows under his eyes darkened, the whites of his eyes became red, and his canines became larger and sharper . 
 
   At the same time, Kim Woo-jin’s senses were enhanced . 
 
   [A being with blood stimulates your senses . ]
 
   Just like a snake with its heat sensing ability, information about creatures who had blood in their bodies was being delivered to Kim Woo-jin in real time . 
 
   The presence and location of the creatures that filled the lush forest could be clearly felt by him . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin’s eyes shined with golden light . 
 
   [Horus’ eyes have opened . ]
 
   Then, detailed information about all the creatures Kim Woo-jin was sensing, appeared before his eyes . 
 
   ‘The synergy is much greater than I expected . 
 
   This was the reason Kim Woo-jin had said three weeks . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had gained the ability to grasp the existence and information of monsters faster than anyone else with the help of the Vampire skill . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘There’s no longer a need to move separately in order to gather information . ’
 
   For Kim Woo-jin, this meant that the process of gathering information was now completely unnecessary . 
 
   Now, he just needed to figure out a way to hunt the monsters . 
 
   ‘I can start hunting right away . ’
 
   And for Kim Woo-jin, such a task was easier than anything else . 
 
   [Hunt 33,111 monsters to move on to the next floor . ]
 
   “Everyone’s in . ”
 
   Roberto smiled before giving a dirty smile to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Alright, Isaac Ivanov! Show me your skills! I want to see if you really can clear this dungeon in three weeks!”
 
   And so, Kim Woo-jin’s debut in 5 Floor dungeons had begun . 
 
   …
 
   [Paris is colored by screams!]
 
   [21 dead! 121 wounded! 34 of the casualties are players!]
 
   [Complaints from the players are overflowing!]
 
   It didn’t take long for the terrorist attack on France’s number three guild, the Esprit Guild, located in Paris, France, to gather attention . 
 
   -Terrorism again?
 
   -Was it committed by Muslims?
 
   ㄴObviously
 
   ㄴDammit, Muslims are ruining France!
 
   Many expressed their outrage over the acts of terrorism . 
 
   Up to that point, it was no different from the response incurred by other acts of terrorism . 
 
   -But why did they target a guild?
 
   However, the fact that the target of this attack was none other than a guild began to create a different reaction . 
 
   -That’s because the players of the Esprit Guild are all pieces of trash . Those guys are all a bunch of bastards, aren’t they?
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ㄴMany of the players in the Esprit Guild have committed crimes, but not all of them are guilty . 
 
   Moreover, the Esprit Guild was infamous in France due to their bad reputation . 
 
   -Honestly, isn’t this justice instead of terrorism?
 
   ㄴThat’s right . Wasn’t one of the guys who died the one who caused an accident because he was drunk driving?
 
   ㄴThe one that hit that child?
 
   ㄴFucking bastards, they deserved to die . 
 
   A friendly public opinion toward the act of terrorism began to form . 
 
   The problem was the media’s reaction . 
 
   None of the media dared to reveal the opinions put forward by the ordinary citizens . 
 
   [Are attacks on players okay?]
 
   [A special law is needed that will protect the players!]
 
   [Will the French government pass the player protection bill?]
 
   Instead, the media only threw up articles that supported the players as though they had drunk too much and started vomiting profusely . 
 
   “Something else will pop up sooner or later . ”
 
   In the Brazilian branch of the Thunderbird company located in Fortaleza, Brazil, a place that didn’t even need terrorism to be chaotic, the Lightning King let out a laugh with his pale face . 
 
   Hearing it, Shakira shot him a questioning gaze,
 
   “Pop?”
 
   In response to Shakira’s question, the Lightning King simply stretched his hand out . 
 
   Crackle!
 
   Then, some sparks of lightning danced on his palm before exploding . 
 
   Pop!
 
   “Something else will pop . ”
 
   “Are you saying the terrorist attacks will continue?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “There’s no way there won’t be an encore . ”
 
   “But how did you figure that out?”
 
   At Shakira’s question, the Lightning King laughed . 
 
   “I was lucky enough to overhear it from some people I know . ”
 
   “Who could that…”
 
   “If their prices start rising, they’d certainly be very happy about it . Like oil for example . ”
 
   The Lightning King got up from his seat . 
 
   “Anyway, if there is another terrorist attack, the players will definitely strike in the future . ”
 
   As he said this, his expression became hard . 
 
   “The number of dungeon attacks would drop sharply, and the number of monsters would naturally increase . The fear the ordinary people feel would definitely reach its peak and so would their faith in the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   The Lightning King was certain that if everything continued on the way it was, the Messiah Guild would naturally become the leaders of the world . 
 
   “A world where the Messiah Guild is in charge doesn’t benefit players like us . ”
 
   And he believed that such a world had nothing to offer someone like him . 
 
   “So we have to prepare a rival that can counter the Messiah Guild as soon as possible . ”
 
   A rival for the Messiah Guild . 
 
   “I hope Isaac Ivanov is worth raising . ”
 
   And now, he had a candidate in Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Shakira clicked her tongue at the Lightning King’s words . 
 
   “Then it would have been better to not stick him with Roberto . He’s the worst judge we have . Even if they get 100 points, he would forcefully reduce it to 50 . ”
 
   The Lightning King laughed at that . 
 
   “The more the situation devolves like this, the more strict the assessment should be . ”
 
   As he said this, the Lightning King checked the date . 
 
   “It’s been 18 days since they entered the dungeon, they should be on the third floor by now . ”
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   ‘Impossible . ’
 
   Roberto . 
 
   As one of the Lightning King’s right hand men, and a member of the Thunderbird Company, he already had the ability to create a guild under his name . 
 
   He was basically on the guild master level . 
 
   This didn’t just mean that he was a strong player . 
 
   To become the head of a guild, one not only needed to have excellent skills, but also the ability to deal with people, and a good eye for people . 
 
   This was part of the reason why the Lightning King had taken Roberto as one of his right hand men . 
 
   Then Roberto was given an order . 
 
   He was asked to check if Isaac Ivanov had the ability to confront the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Frankly, he thought it was a ridiculous order . After all, going against the Messiah Guild was like going against the entire world
 
   ‘It cannot be done . ’
 
   He felt that it was impossible for anyone to even try to rival the Messiah Guild . 
 
   That was why he was so shocked now . 
 
   [The conditions to clear the fourth floor of the dungeon has been achieved . ]
 
   ‘Is it really possible to clear a dungeon so quickly?’
 
   Because in front of his very eyes was a player who could rival the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘How…’
 
   The eyes of the startled Roberto were currently following Isaac Ivanov’s party, who was walking behind an army of skeletons . 
 
   ‘His power is at the expected level…’
 
   Roberto never had any intention of doubting Isaac Ivanov’s combat power . 
 
   After all, it was impossible for him to question the combat power of a player who had cleared a Hatchling dungeon with just his party . 
 
   However, dungeons weren’t things that could be cleared just with combat ability . 
 
   The thing that truly shocked him was the fact that Isaac Ivanov’s party didn’t just hunt one-sidedly with force . 
 
   ‘How can they hunt so efficiently?’
 
   The party had been using accurate and efficient hunting methods that perfectly matched the characteristics and habits of the monsters they faced . 
 
   ‘How can they do it without properly collecting information?’
 
   But the problem was that there was no information gathering done during that process . 
 
   This was why Roberto was shocked . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin didn’t care about Roberto’s thoughts . 
 
   From the start, before even entering the dungeon, Kim Woo-jin had come to a decision . 
 
   He had to reach level 150 as quickly as possible in the Amazon Rainforest . 
 
   In other words, for Kim Woo-jin, this place wasn’t a test stage . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was just a hunting ground to level up faster . 
 
   For Kim Woo-jin, the only thing that was important was how fast he was growing . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin]
 
   – Level: 122
 
   – Halo: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   – Stats: Health(365+955)/ Stamina(2+439)/Magic Power(3+832)
 
   – Achievements: 107
 
   – Extra Points: 3
 
   ‘The level up speed is as expected . ’
 
   And now, the speed with which he was leveling up matched Kim Woo-jin’s expectations . 
 
   Of course, others might have been frightened if they saw this . 
 
   In this dungeon alone, he had raised his level five times . 
 
   It was a pace that seemingly transcended common sense . 
 
   Nevertheless, Kim Woo-jin’s expression as he judged the situation, was not very good . 
 
   ‘The problem is…’
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld is interested in you again . ]
 
   The reason why his expression was so bad was none other than the notification he’d received upon leveling up . 
 
   ‘This notification . ’
 
   His halo, which would usually applaud his growth or give him a pleasant reward, had given him a different notification than usual . 
 
   In addition, Kim Woo-jin knew exactly what this meant . 
 
   ‘Johann Georg must have gotten stronger . ’
 
   The King of Undead!
 
   It was proof that he, who had been deprived of the Emissary of the Underworld’s favor because of Kim Woo-jin, was once again showing remarkable growth . (TL: fighting for sugar daddy’s attention…they’re like consorts in a harem)
 
   ‘It seems the Messiah Guild decided to support him fully . ’
 
   It was also proof that the Messiah Guild was supporting Johann Georg to such an extent that Kim Woo-jin could hardly keep up . 
 
   This wasn’t very welcoming news . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also would not accept this fact . 
 
   Of course, he had no intention of backing down from this fight . 
 
   After all, he didn’t have a reason to back down . 
 
   ‘It’s been a long time since I acted like a hunting dog . ’
 
   This was because he was the Hunting Dog, Kim Woo-jin, who could not even be given a proper nickname because of his ridiculously fast growth . 
 
   “Roberto!”
 
   This Kim Woo-jin then turned to look at Roberto who had been watching them from afar . 
 
   “Isaac says . ‘There are three days until three weeks ends’ . ”
 
   Roberto didn’t respond to him . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Instead, he just made an expression as though he had awoken from a nightmare . 
 
   …
 
   All rights to a dungeon were owned by the government of the country the dungeon appeared in . 
 
   This was a law that had been passed in most countries . 
 
   The same was true for Brazil . Their laws clearly stated that all rights to the dungeons belonged to the government . 
 
   However, such laws could only be enforced when the government was the one in power . 
 
   In Brazil, a country where the government basically had no role to play, this law was basically ineffective . 
 
   Of course, dungeons that appeared in the Amazon Rainforest had no owners . 
 
   It didn’t matter who found the dungeon first, or who was inside it . 
 
   And there was nothing wrong with dealing with the players after they cleared the dungeon . 
 
   “It’s the 20th day . ”
 
   In the Amazon Rainforest, a place filled with a terrible heat where someone could be killed just for breathing loudly, a group of well armed people in camouflage laid in wait . 
 
   “When did their supply unit arrive?”
 
   “About a week ago . ”
 
   “What’s their power?”
 
   “About 50 people . ”
 
   Red Wolf . 
 
   It was one of the many anti-governmental groups active in Venezuela, who were known for their rather radical actions . 
 
   And naturally, money was needed for anti-governmental actions . 
 
   That was why they were there . 
 
   “Are you sure Roberto went in?”
 
   “I’m certain . ”
 
   The dungeon gate they were targeting now was the one that the Thunderbird executive, Roberto, had entered . 
 
   It was a good chance for them to hit a jackpot . 
 
   The items that were owned by Roberto would certainly not be normal, and even his men, who were also elites of the Thunderbird Company, would all have equipment that were rare at least . 
 
   Most of them would also be level 100 and above items . 
 
   Moreover, most players would be wearing their best items as they left the dungeon . 
 
   After the battles ended, and the dungeon was cleared, players usually wanted to get out the dungeons and rest, and rarely put their items back in their inventories before they did so . 
 
   That’s why, there was a high probability that the items the players wore when they left the dungeon gate were the best they had . 
 
   “What about the bounty on Roberto’s head?”
 
   “Still active . ”
 
   At the same time, there was a bounty on Roberto’s head . 
 
   It wasn’t just Roberto . 
 
   South America was filled with criminal gangs, anti-government groups and the mafia .  
 
   Becoming so powerful in such a place meant that Thunderbird had certainly stepped on some toes . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   So one could earn a lot of money just by killing one of Thunderbird’s executives . 
 
   “The time has finally come to avenge our brothers . ’
 
   Even if there wasn’t a bounty, the Red Wolves were determined to kill Roberto . 
 
   Therefore, they would not miss such an opportunity . 
 
   “We’ll capture the dungeon gate in three days . ”
 
   They were going to take control of the dungeon gate, then deal with Roberto as he left . 
 
   “Everyone get ready . ”
 
   Just as everyone began preparing their nerves . 
 
   Uwek!
 
   A sickening sound came from somewhere . 
 
   “Uwek!”
 
   And it immediately began to spread like a ripple . 
 
   “Kuwek!”
 
   After a while, the disgusting sound suddenly changed . 
 
   “Kooo!”
 
   Eventually, the sound came to a stop . 
 
   Carlos, who was in charge of this mission for the Red Wolves suddenly shouted with all his might instead of pausing in surprise . 
 
   “Enemy attack!”
 
   He knew that in the Amazon Rainforest, the moment someone stopped in surprise, they were dead . 
 
   Tututu!
 
   His shout was immediately followed by a barrage of gunfire . 
 
   “Return fire!”
 
   Carlos immediately ordered the counterattack as he directed the muzzle of the rifle he was carrying in the direction that the bullets were coming from . 
 
   He tried to pull the trigger right away . 
 
   ‘Sk-, skeletons?’
 
   But when he aimed his rifle and saw skeletons wielding guns, he couldn’t help but freeze for a moment . 
 
   Naturally, the aforementioned logic applied to him at that moment . 
 
   In the Amazon Rainforest, the moment you paused in surprise, you were dead . 
 
   Tutu!
 
   Bullets soon hit Carlos’ body . 
 
   …
 
   Tututu!
 
   When Roberto, who was resting with a towel soaked in cold water on his face, heard the sudden gunshots, he immediately sprung to his feet . 
 
   “Prepare for the enemy attack!”
 
   It was then . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   A man walked into his tent and spoke . 
 
   “You don’t have to worry about it . 
 
   This man was none other than Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “That’s the sound of Isaac Ivanov’s skeletons dealing with the problem . ”
 
   At Kim Woo-jin’s words, Roberto’s expression stiffened slightly . 
 
   This response could be considered strange after considering the fact that Roberto was an executive from Thunderbird, the Lightning King’s right hand man, and brutal enough that he had a bounty on his head . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s words made Roberto so traumatised that he even gulped down some saliva . 
 
   It was that bad . 
 
   It was Roberto’s experiences during the past 20 days that made him react in such a way . 
 
   “Since he was repeatedly attacked in Japan, Isaac has become pretty sensitive to things like this . ”
 
   And the person who had shocked him the most wasn’t Isaac Ivanov, instead, it was Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   His fighting power was much higher than Isaac anticipated . 
 
   The combat power of the Skeleton Soldiers was quite formidable . And the level of skill displayed by the Skeleton Knights made his jaw drop . 
 
   But they were still in an acceptable range . 
 
   After all, he’d already heard about Isaac Ivanov’s reputation . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin was different . 
 
   As far as he knew, Kim Woo-jin’s reputation was practically non-existent . 
 
   No, in fact he was currently known to the world as a dead man, wasn’t he?
 
   At first, Roberto had dismissed Kim Woo-jin as just Isaac Ivanov’s assistant . 
 
   But he wasn’t . 
 
   He wasn’t an assistant . 
 
   Instead, it was Kim Woo-jin who created the strategies and tactics for Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Not to mention his horrifying poison . 
 
   ‘Monstrous bastard . ’
 
   Monster . 
 
   That was the evaluation Roberto had given Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Please contact the Lightning King . ”
 
   When he heard those words, Roberto paused . 
 
   What would he say to the Lightning King?
 
   How many points would he give Isaac Ivanov and his party for what they had shown him?
 
   These ‘creatures’ that surpassed common sense gave Roberto a headache . 
 
   But one thing was clear . 
 
   “Ah, and give me the skill page you promised . Isaac Ivanov hates people who can’t keep their word . ”
 
   They still had plenty of room to grow . 
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   After the terrorist attack on the Esprit Guild, the flow of incidents went exactly as he expected . 
 
   [The Special Player Protection Act has been put forward to Congress!]
 
   The players moved to protect their interests . 
 
   [The Esprit Guild declares indefinite strike!]
 
   And they began to make power plays in order to achieve their goals . 
 
   ‘It will pop soon . ’
 
   Terrorism was a ruthless and extreme act of violence carried out in order to assert the attackers’ will . 
 
   In the case of this act of terrorism, it was done to express dissatisfaction with the inhumane and selfish behaviour of the players and guilds . (TL: I don’t like that the author is trying to rationalise this…)
 
   But the players’ response to the attacks was inhumane and selfish . 
 
   So of course, there would be more attacks . 
 
   ‘If there is a second attack, the bill will be passed unquestionably . If that happens, players from other countries will also demand something similar from their governments . If not, they will strike . ’
 
   And the players were more than willing to use the powerful weapon known as ‘strike’ in their hands as blackmail . 
 
   ‘However, the Messiah Guild will choose another path . ’
 
   But the Messiah Guild would use this as an opportunity to appear more noble . 
 
   ‘Everything is progressing as I expected . ’
 
   He didn’t believe anything would change this time . 
 
   Furthermore, he had already expected this to happen since early on . 
 
   ‘It’s a good thing I didn’t deal with money from the start . ’
 
   That’s why he wasn’t very interested in money with numbers in it and instead bartered for items . 
 
   In the era he expected to come, it was clear that bullets created in an unnamed factory would be worth more than paper issued from the government . 
 
   That was why the Lightning King wasn’t very surprised by the terrorist attack or the subsequent situations . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   In other words, it wasn’t the terrorist incident nor its aftermath that caused the Lightning to furrow his eyebrows at that moment . 
 
   ‘If I subtract Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   He was the reason the Lightning King was pondering so heavily at that moment . 
 
    The Lightning King had never once doubted his ability . 
 
   After all, hadn’t the fact that he’d hunted the Hatchling alone, hunted the Hellhound alone, and even had the ability to revive the Hellhound proved what he was capable of already?
 
   That was the reason he’d invested so boldly . 
 
   He’d even taken out a legendary skill page from his collection and given it to a man, Kim Woo-jin, who claimed to be able to order Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘I didn’t expect him to be that good . ’
 
   But when he’d actually lifted the lid, Isaac Ivanov was much stronger than he’d expected . 
 
   ‘Kim Woo-jin . ’
 
   In particular, the strength and ability Kim Woo-jin displayed made them understand just why he was able to be a member of Isaac Ivanov’s team . 
 
   ‘I didn’t think he’d be the commander . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was the commander for Isaac Ivanov’s party . 
 
   ‘There’s nothing stopping them from being the Messiah Guild’s rivals . ’
 
   What was clear to him was the fact that even in his current state, Isaac Ivanov was capable of rivalling the Messiah Guild . 
 
   That was the reason for his concern . 
 
   ‘So how do I make him into the Messiah Guild’s rival?’
 
   Making Isaac Ivanov stronger and pitting him against the Messiah Guild was another story . 
 
   Moreover, Isaac Ivanov’s path seemed to coincide with the Messiah Guild . 
 
   If Isaac Ivanov hadn’t targeted Lee Se-jun’s weaknesses and the Twin Headed Cyclops dungeon, the Lightning King wouldn’t have been interested in him . 
 
   ‘I’ll have to communicate with the Phoenix Guild’s Master . ’
 
   Therefore he felt that he would need to contact Park Yong-wan . 
 
   Of course, he had no intention of talking to him directly . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘As expected, it was really smart to buy Kim Woo-jin . ’
 
   After all, he’d already bought a spy close to Park Yong-wan . 
 
   …
 
   In an abandoned electronics store in Fortaleza . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was talking on the phone in this place that had been looted so thoroughly, he didn’t even have to clean it up . 
 
   -Right, so let me get this straight . 
 
   Of course, the person on the other end was Oh Se-chan . 
 
   -The Lightning King wants Park Yong-wan to help him make Isaac Ivanov the Messiah Guild’s rival?
 
   “Right . ”
 
   -What did Park Yong-wan say?
 
   “He said to first pretend to listen to the Lightning King’s orders . From Park Yong-wan’s perspective, it’s beneficial to have a double spy working under the Lightning King . ”
 
   The Lightning King had given Kim Woo-jin a simple order . 
 
   Get Park Yong-wan to agree to make Isaac Ivanov act in a manner that would aggravate the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin delivered this information to Park Yong-wan as is, and Park Yong-wan also gave him orders . 
 
   Firstly pretend to obey the Lightning King’s order . 
 
   -Damn, that’s so complicated . 
 
   It was just as complicated as Oh Se-chan said . 
 
   “That’s why Korean beef is expensive in Korea . ”
 
   -RIght . In the end, the distributors make all the money . 
 
   And that was exactly what Kim Woo-jin was aiming for . 
 
   Honestly speaking, bolstering Isaac Ivanov’s power was not difficult . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov had already become an irreplaceable trump card . 
 
   He could receive an enormous amount of support simply by joining one of the Five Top Guilds, except the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Even in the case of the Lightning King, if Isaac Ivanov bowed his head to him directly, he would directly receive the same amount of support that the King of Undead received . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   After all, Kim Woo-jin now had power similar to the King of Undead of the past . 
 
   In other words, such treatment was natural . 
 
   And because it was natural, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t satisfied with it . 
 
   -In this case, the guy known as Kim Woo-jin will earn the most . 
 
   So he complicated the process . 
 
   As Oh Se-chan had said, it was a complicated distribution process, and Kim Woo-jin had set himself up as the distributor . 
 
   -So what will they give you?
 
   In other words, in order to get Isaac Ivanov to move as they wished, either Park Yong-wan or the Lightning King had to pay a price to Kim Woo-jin as well . 
 
   As a result, Kim Woo-jin also intended to acquire the power of another person from his past other than the King of Undead . 
 
   “I won’t wait for what they give . I’ll let them give me what I want . ”
 
   -Then my question was wrong . So what is it that you want?
 
   “Things related to blood poison . ”
 
   The King of Deadly Poison!
 
   Kim Woo-jin was planning to use this opportunity to get it . 
 
   “What are Johann Georg and the Ten doing now?”
 
   -They headed to France . 
 
   “Then…?”
 
   -It’s obvious . If you look at the current situation, right now, the French players and the Esprit Guild are about to go on strike . If they attack the dungeons they abandoned then ta-da! They’ll gain recognition . It seems that their power isn’t normal . 
 
   “Of course it’s not normal . He managed to take my halo’s favour for a while . ”
 
   -Favour? From you?
 
   Oh Se-chan was surprised . 
 
   He also knew the personality of the Emissary of the Underworld as well as how serious the information Kim Woo-jin had just shared was . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t surprised . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘It’s nothing strange . ’
 
   The King of Undead had become a player before Kim Woo-jin and he had enjoyed the halo’s favoritism before Kim Woo-jin picked the Emissary of the Underworld as his halo . 
 
   Furthermore, in a world filled with chaos, even Lee Se-jun and he would feel a sense of crisis . 
 
   Such a person had received the support of the Messiah Guild, so it would be strange if his power didn’t increase substantially . 
 
   -Isn’t that dangerous?
 
   But that didn’t mean that Kim Woo-jin was worried about it . 
 
   “Doesn’t matter . I’ll receive the halo’s favoritism again in the next dungeon . ”
 
   -What’s the next dungeon?
 
   “The Burning Forest . ”
 
   Because he was going to nail this opportunity . 
 
   -As soon as your 5 Floor debut ends, you jump into an A+ rank… usually it takes about half a year to adjust to 5 Floor dungeons, your speed is simply ridiculous . Anyway, I’ll send you a gift before then . 
 
   Oh Se-chan intended to happily attach wings to the tiger known as Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   -We got the Blood Cloud skill you mentioned . 
 
   Blood Cloud . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled when he thought about the skill that made a cloud of blood that even rained blood down . 
 
   “Excellent . ”
 
   -It was really hard to obtain . You should buy a meal for me to make up for it . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah owes me a meal, let’s eat together then . ”
 
   -Really? Then I’ll eat caviar with a tablespoon . So how should I send it?
 
   When he heard that question, Kim Woo-jin answered without hesitation . 
 
   “Send it through Park Yong-wan . ”
 
   -Park Yong-wan?
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded calmly to Oh Se-chan’s question . 
 
   “Distribution is complicated . ”
 
   -Now I’m definitely sure that Park Yong-wan sold out his country in his past life . Otherwise, there’s no way he would’ve met a human like you
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   It had been a month since the terrorist attack on the Esprit Guild in Paris, France . 
 
   The chaos caused by the attack didn’t subside, but instead had grown much larger than a month before . 
 
   [Will the Special Player Protection Act be passed?]
 
   The reason for this was the Special Player Protection Act . 
 
   -This is nonsense! Players already enjoy enough privileges!
 
   -This is like putting a police badge on a criminal!
 
   -They’re getting paid to indulge!
 
   The ordinary citizens raised their opposition, saying that the bill was an excessive benefit for the players . 
 
   The same was true for the players . 
 
   They too began using any means to protect their interests . 
 
   [The Esprit Guild declares indefinite strike until the bill is passed!]
 
   [The French Guild Federation discuss general strike!]
 
   Some players and guilds began pulling out the strike card . 
 
   The aftermath of this came sooner and larger than they expected . 
 
   [The number of escaped monsters soars!]
 
   [France is in danger!]
 
   It didn’t take that big of a crack for the dam, which had already reached its limit, to break completely . 
 
   This fact terrified the non-player citizens . 
 
   -The players are on strike so France will be destroyed . 
 
   -I think we have no choice but to listen to the players . 
 
   -Dammit, listen to the players!
 
   And this horrific situation frustrated the French citizens as well as people all around the world . 
 
   After all, if the Special Protection act was passed in France, it was obvious what the players in other countries would ask for . 
 
   It was around that time . 
 
   [Johann Georg successfully clears dungeon!]
 
   [Johann Georg does what the Messiah Guild couldn’t do!]
 
   [Johann Georg and ten new heroes appear!]
 
   Johann Georg and the Ten revealed themselves to the world by clearing a dungeon the Messiah Guild had given up on . 
 
   It was the moment when a new hero had appeared in the turbulent world . 
 
   Moreover, the new hero didn’t stand still after appearing . 
 
   [Johann Georg and the Ten immediately start attacking another dungeon!]
 
   [The next dungeon is an A- rank dungeon the Messiah Guild gave up on previously!]
 
   [They only rested for one day!]
 
   After only a day’s rest, which was actually more like travel time rather than rest, they immediately attacked another dungeon . 
 
   -What was that? They only rested for a day before challenging another dungeon?
 
   -Are they crazy?
 
   -It’s not just dungeons, but dungeons that the Messiah Guild couldn’t clear, right?
 
   -Could Isaac Ivanov even do something like this?
 
   The world was astonished because no other players had ever moved at such a ridiculous pace . 
 
   “Is this possible?”
 
   The same was true for Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   He was currently reading an article about Johann Georg with a shocked expression on his face . 
 
   “Didn’t they say that they’d been in the previous dungeon for a month?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Taking a break after clearing a dungeon wasn’t just for physical recovery . 
 
   Instead, it was the mental recovery that was needed the most . 
 
   The stress accumulated after spending such a long time in a dangerous place like a dungeon, wasn’t something that could be gotten rid of by just a few days’ rest . 
 
   “Are they insane?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah turned to look at Kim Woo-jin, who was also reading the same article as him . 
 
   However, his expression wasn’t the same as Lee Jin-ah’s . 
 
   In fact, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t surprised at all . 
 
   ‘Johann Georg isn’t a person who would get stressed out by a dungeon attack . ’
 
   First of all, the Johann Georg that Kim Woo-jin knew, was a madman . 
 
   Rather than getting stressed in a dungeon, it was more accurate to say he used dungeons as stress relief . 
 
   ‘Nevertheless, it’s different from back then . ’
 
   However, that was only valid when Johann Georg possessed the terrifying combat power that gave him the name King of Undead . 
 
   ‘I’ve already taken a lot from him . ’
 
   There was no way that Johann Georg, who had already been deprived of many things by Kim Woo-jin, could be as strong as in the past . 
 
   In fact, this was part of the reason that Johann Georg had been so silent beforehand . 
 
   ‘But if he managed to take away the halo’s favoritism for a while…’
 
   Yet in such a situation, he had managed to display a performance like this?
 
   It was clear . 
 
   ‘It looks like the Messiah Guild supplied him with a lot of items . ’
 
   The amount of items the Messiah Guild completely surpassed the other four top guilds . 
 
   Moreover, Johann Georg now had a team of ten people . 
 
   ‘Enough to fill the inventories of his entire team . ’
 
   The roles of these ten was most likely that of supporters and inventory . 
 
   ‘And there should be more . ’
 
   Besides that, there should be more players who would also be used as support . 
 
   If they used their inventories, then the number of items they had would certainly be enough to completely crush Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘They might have even opened Lee Se-jun’s vault . ’
 
   It wouldn’t be strange for them to move at such a pace if the Messiah Guild gave them an item that came directly from Lee Se-jun’s stash . 
 
   ‘Lee Se-jun’s vault…’
 
   When he thought about that, Kim Woo-jin smiled . 
 
   And with that smile, he took out his smartphone and sent a message . 
 
   Seeing this, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but ask with a curious look . 
 
   “Who are you texting?”
 
   “The Lightning King . ”
 
   “The Lightning King? What for?”
 
   “Johann Georg’s appearance has filled Isaac Ivanov with competitive spirit . ”
 
   “Competitive spirit?”
 
   “Yes, a competitive spirit strong enough to challenge an A+ rank dungeon for free . ”
 
   Woowoong!
 
   A text message came from the Lightning King, telling them his answer . 
 
   [I’ll prepare the stage . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled when he saw that . 
 
   “And nobody in this world hates free things . ”
 
   …
 
   It was very difficult to defend dungeons in the Amazon Rainforest . 
 
   There were many monsters there that would make even the most dangerous predators a meal, as well as the Amazon’s unique environment which made even standing an arduous task . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   One of the ways was to choose dungeons close to the edge . 
 
   The other was to secure the dungeon so that others wouldn’t be able to touch it . 
 
   Once a dungeon was found, the finder would leave traces so that they were able to find it, then they would set up traps around it . 
 
   “After this is the minefield . ”
 
   And among the traps, the one that was used most frequently was mines . 
 
   The installation was simple, the cost per unit was cheap, and most importantly, the effect was good . 
 
   This was one of the reasons that the Amazon Rainforest was considered hell . 
 
   Of course, even this wasn’t perfect . 
 
   “Be careful, others might have left new mines here too . ”
 
   Sometimes, if one’s luck wasn’t good, hostile forces might interfere with their route by placing new mines down . 
 
   “Then, before we begin, I’ll give you a debriefing . ”
 
   While the Thunderbird Company’s workers secured the route to the dungeon gate, Roberto spoke to Kim Woo-jin, Lee Jin-ah, and Isaac Ivanov, who he had created using the Alter Ego skill . 
 
   “The dungeon we’re about to enter is the A+ rank 5 Floor dungeon, Burning Forest . ”
 
   Together with those words, Roberto handed them the documents he was holding in his hands . 
 
   [Burning Forest]
 
   – Floors: 5
 
   – Difficulty: A+
 
   – Maximum number of entries: 299
 
   – Requirements: Level 159 and lower
 
   – Conditions: Defeat the Master of the Burning Forest!
 
   – Reward: Skill Stone(A)
 
   Honestly, not much information could be gathered from the dungeon’s title, but the fact that the reward was a skill stone meant that it wouldn’t be simple . 
 
   But that wasn’t bad . 
 
   “If a legendary item is found in the dungeon, then it will unconditionally belong to Thunderbird . ”
 
   After all, regardless of what they find in the dungeon, it would belong to Thunderbird . 
 
   That was the condition that Isaac Ivanov’s party had to agree to in order to join the dungeon attack . 
 
   “We have no objections . ”
 
   Had it not been for that condition, there was no way the Lightning King would have let Isaac Ivanov’s party into the dungeon unless he was stupid . 
 
   In addition, Roberto was joining the attack in order to ensure the conditions were fulfilled . 
 
   ‘Dammit . ’
 
   But from Roberto’s perspective, this wasn’t a good thing . 
 
   No, this was a situation that had already surpassed ‘bad’ . 
 
   The possibility of them clearing the dungeon was by no means low . 
 
   ‘If it’s these guys, they could chew through a dungeon like this one . ’
 
   The power Isaac Ivanov’s party displayed far exceeded common sense . 
 
   In fact, Roberto was certain that the monsters in the dungeon would just get bullied by Isaac Ivanov’s party . 
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   ‘If these guys change their attitude…’
 
   This powerful party was not something Roberto and his men could even wish to stand up against . 
 
   After all, wasn’t it a dungeon?
 
   ‘They’d chew us up too . ’
 
   No matter what happened in the dungeon, there was no way for the outside to know . 
 
   Therefore, if Kim Woo-jin was to kill Roberto and say it was an accident, there was no way to confirm or deny his statement . 
 
   Of course, the Lightning King would definitely punish them for it . 
 
   After all, the Lightning King had never let off someone who crossed him . 
 
   ‘Dammit!’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   But none of that would matter to the person who died . 
 
   That was why Roberto was fearful of Isaac Ivanov’s party . 
 
   “We’ve secured the route . ”
 
   At that time, the men who went to check the path to the dungeon gate, came back and reported, so Roberto nodded and stood up . 
 
   “Everyone, let’s go into the dungeon . ”
 
   No one knew what could happen in the Amazon Rainforest, so there was no break before entering the dungeon . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin spoke to Roberto . 
 
   “We’ll go in first . ”
 
   When Kim Woo-jin said that, Isaac Ivanov and Lee Jin-ah were standing behind him . 
 
   Roberto was startled by their appearance . 
 
   Usually, in cases like this, the watcher was the one who entered the dungeon first, and Roberto was the watcher in this case . 
 
   However, it was clear that Roberto did not even want to enter the dungeon in the first place, and was hesitant to go first . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin spoke as though he was warning him . 
 
   “If we hit you in the back of the head after following you into the dungeon, we’ll be punished anyway . ”
 
   Even when saying such words, there wasn’t a change to Kim Woo-jin’s tone . 
 
   Possibly as a reaction to the threat, Roberto no longer cared about what would happen afterward . 
 
   “Do whatever you want . ”
 
   In any case, if Isaac Ivanov’s party had malicious intentions, there was nothing he could do about it in the dungeon . 
 
   “Then we’ll go ahead . ”
 
   Thus Kim Woo-jin, Isaac Ivanov and Lee Jin-ah began moving along the path designated by the Thunderbird staff . 
 
   Before long, a dungeon gate dug into a huge tree greeted them . 
 
   They didn’t hesitate . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah then Isaac Ivanov entered the dungeon one after another . 
 
   And just as Kim Woo-jin reached the dungeon gate . 
 
   Boom!
 
   Suddenly, an explosion rang out, causing everyone to turn to the direction it came from . 
 
   Boom!
 
   Boom!
 
   Immediately afterwards, two more explosions rang out . 
 
   It was the sound of mines exploding one after the other . 
 
   “Something is coming!”
 
   In other words, it was an announcement that something was moving through the minefield . 
 
   Roar!
 
   Before long, a terrifying roar swept through the Thunderbird Company’s team . 
 
   “It’s an Ogre!”
 
   Ogre!
 
   As this wounded beast rushed through the minefield, it roared . 
 
   “Ugh!”
 
   “Ahh!”
 
   This roar caused the non-players to stumble . 
 
   Boom!
 
   They were instantly incapacitated by its tremendous power . 
 
   Roberto was also shocked at its appearance . 
 
   ‘Why is an Ogre here?’
 
   It was harder to see an Ogre in the Amazon Rainforest than it was to see a jaguar . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Of course, it wasn’t the Ogre’s appearance itself that was strange . 
 
   ‘Why didn’t I sense it?’
 
   However, it was definitely strange for an Ogre to suddenly appear without any warning whatsoever . 
 
   In particular, there had never been an incident where an Ogre had ignored its injuries to charge through a minefield . 
 
   Although they were slow creatures, an Ogre was still smart enough to know that after stepping on a mine, it should not continue in the same direction . 
 
   Of course, he didn’t have that long to question it . 
 
   ‘Dammit . ’
 
   Once an Ogre began to run wild, it was hard even for high level players to kill it . 
 
   Furthermore, the ordinary soldiers would be virtually useless against it . 
 
   ‘We have to kill it . ’
 
   At that moment, only Roberto and his men were capable of dealing with the Ogre, so Roberto immediately grabbed an assault rifle from his side . 
 
   This was proof that he was adequately prepared for whatever might happen in the Amazon Rainforest . 
 
   In other words, it couldn’t be helped . 
 
   ‘Ah!’
 
   Only then did he remember the dungeon gate . 
 
   …
 
   [Find the Red Tree to move on to the next floor]
 
   The notification showed that no more players were allowed to enter the dungeon . 
 
   “What’s going on?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was shocked to see the notification . 
 
   “What happened? Why did the notification suddenly appear?”
 
   Then Isaac Ivanov and Kim Woo-jin appeared . 
 
   The two of them spoke at the same time . 
 
   “It looks like there was an accident . ”
 
   “It looks like there was an accident . ”
 
   The same words . 
 
   However, their actions were different . 
 
   The real Kim Woo-jin removed a ring from his finger and put it in his inventory . 
 
   “Solomon’s Ring?”
 
   Upon seeing this, Lee Jin-ah shouted . 
 
   “Did you use a monster to cause an accident?”
 
   When Kim Woo-jin shrugged instead of responding, Lee Jin-ah spoke with a ridiculous expression . 
 
   “Hey! Please tell me about stuff like that in advance!”
 
   “It was an accident . ”
 
   “It doesn’t sound like an accident! This is why you don’t have friends!”
 
   Kim Woo-jin stretched out his hand to the angry Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Aegis Shield and Nemean Lion’s Skin . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, whose expression was just filled with anger, became stiff when Kim Woo-jin asked for the two items in his possession . 
 
   After a while, Lee Jin-ah spoke fearfully . 
 
   “N-, no matter how wrong I was, it’s still a bit much to make me go naked in an A+ rank dungeon…”
 
   He felt that Kim Woo-jin was going to make him do something ridiculous to increase his skill rank . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin spoke simply . 
 
   “You don’t have to do anything in this dungeon . ”
 
   Then his gaze deepened as he continued . 
 
   “Because I will clear this dungeon alone . ”
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   There are many interesting stories about games . 
 
   There were stories about users who found their way on a map with low visibility because of a bug simply by pressing a single directional key . 
 
   Or like the story of players defeating boss monsters in a week when the developers boasted that it would take a month . 
 
   There were many people who risked their lives in games like that .  
 
   But when they were forced to play the real game, the skills that people displayed weren’t the same as in the games they played . 
 
   [The Game Begins . ]
 
   When this notification was heard, and dungeon gates, monsters and players began appearing in the world, people risked their lives to find a way to clear this game . 
 
   They risked their lives to fight monsters, then they studied the items they gained while risking their lives, and they also researched and improved how to acquire and use skills . 
 
   “There must be some pattern or characteristic to getting the sponsorship of a halo . ”
 
   In addition, the study on the patterns, methods and characteristics of receiving the sponsorship of a halo was also done . ”
 
   And it was none other than the Messiah Guild that took the lead in this study . 
 
   As had been mentioned previously, there was no one who would risk their lives as much as the Messiah Guild in a situation where they could get valuable items as a result . 
 
   “The same goes for the Emissary of the Underworld . ”
 
   The same was true when the Messiah Guild decided to back Johann Georg with all its might . 
 
   They already knew just what the Emissary of the Underworld, which was well known for its favoritism, liked . 
 
   “The Emissary of the Underworld favors players who hunt a lot of monsters . ”
 
   How many monsters could you face at once?
 
   In other words, players who could take care of many monsters were more likely to obtain the Emissary of the Underworld’s favor . 
 
   The Messiah Guild made the decision to firmly latch on to that point . 
 
   That was the reason why they added ten players to Johann Georg’s team . 
 
   They realised that the head count was more important than anything else . At the same time, they were certain . 
 
   “I might not be certain about anything else, but with this much power I could never lose to Isaac Ivanov when it comes to the number of monsters I can handle at one time . ”
 
   …
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   A pleasant notification sounded in Kim Woo-jin’s ear . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin paid no attention to the notification . 
 
   It wasn’t because he was in combat either . Kim Woo-jin’s eyes were filled with the sight of countless corpses created by his skeletons . 
 
   “Ugh . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was the only one there to react to this fact . 
 
   “I’m really getting goosebumps now . How the hell did you handle 2,000 monsters at once on your own?”
 
   2,000
 
   This was not a small number . In fact, it was almost impossible to imagine fighting such a large number of enemies . 
 
   Nevertheless, Kim Woo-jin’s skeletons had not retreated even an inch when facing such a large number . 
 
   No, it wasn’t just that they didn’t retreat . 
 
   “You are probably the only human in history who deliberately attracts all the nearby monsters to hunt . ”
 
   It was extremely rare for a single species to move together in a group so large . Therefore, Kim Woo-jin had to attract monsters of multiple species in order to amass a group of 2,000 . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Lee Jin-ah said it was a large number . 
 
   ‘There’s no notification from the halo . ’
 
   Nevertheless, the halo didn’t show any reaction to Kim Woo-jin in this battle . ’
 
   This didn’t mean that the halo no longer paid attention to Kim Woo-jin, instead . 
 
   ‘Its attention was already grabbed by another battle . ’
 
   The halo’s attention had been taken by something else . 
 
   ‘That means the number of monsters I just fought was still less than Johann Georg . ’
 
   In other words, it meant that Johann Georg had just faced more than 2,000 monsters . 
 
   ‘2,000 isn’t enough . ’
 
   That was quite terrifying . 
 
   Wasn’t it hard enough to imagine fighting 2,000 monsters at once?
 
   Moreover, it couldn’t have been that he hunted a few more than 2,000 . 
 
   ‘Perhaps he hunted close to 3,000 . ’
 
   It was highly likely that Johann Georg and the Ten had hunted close to 3,000 monsters . ’
 
   ‘And he must have prepared a way to make the Ten’s exploits his own . ’
 
   In addition, Johann Georg almost definitely had a way to make the kills the Ten gained, his own . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had no idea what that method was . 
 
   But the only thing that mattered was that Johann Georg had done it somehow . 
 
   ‘It won’t be easy . ’
 
   And it wasn’t easy to surpass such results . 
 
   Of course, that didn’t mean he would give up . 
 
   “Next time I’ll hunt 3,000 . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was shocked by those words . 
 
   “Hey, is that even possible?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded calmly to Lee Jin-ah’s shock . 
 
   “It’s difficult . ”
 
   “It’s not just difficult, it’s insane!”
 
   When the number of monsters you’re dealing with increases by two times, the perceived difficulty increases by four . 
 
   It was in a completely different dimension . 
 
   “I know . ”
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin knew that . 
 
   “It’ll be hard to gather 3,000 monsters . ”
 
   “Naturally! Gathering 3,000 monsters… huh?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah who was just about to agree with Kim Woo-jin, paused and tilted his head as he realised that there was something wrong with what he said . 
 
   Then, realising just what he’d heard, he turned back to Kim Woo-jin with a shocked expression . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked at him with a serious expression and said . 
 
   “It’ll take some time to gather 3,000 . ”
 
   …
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   On a vast plain, over 3,000 monsters were gathered . 
 
   The types of monsters there were also quite diverse . 
 
   Orcs, Goblins, Kobolds, Lizardmen, and even Trolls!
 
   Kehung!
 
   Kuh!
 
   Grrrr!
 
   The monsters gathered also showed hostility towards each other . 
 
   Hell… this word matched this scene quite well . 
 
   However, they didn’t fight each other . 
 
   In a normal scenario, if a group of Trolls happened upon a group of Goblins, they would attack and eat them without hesitation, but this time was different . 
 
   Kiek!
 
   Instead, it was the group of Goblins who showed hostility to the Trolls without any hesitation . 
 
   Krrr!
 
   And surprisingly, the group of Trolls retreated instead of roaring in anger . 
 
   After all, existing providence or food chains were nothing in front of overwhelming numbers . 
 
   The ones who made the first move were usually the ones who were eaten first . 
 
   For this reason, all the monster groups simply observed each other without making any moves . 
 
   Then, the skeletons arrived . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   When the group of 100 skeletons arrived, the attention of all the monsters were gathered on them . 
 
   And all the monsters’ eyes said the same thing, ‘if you continue to act recklessly, we will crush you’ . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   But the Skeletons paid no heed to the fearsome appearance of the monsters, and moved without hesitation . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   Then a battle began immediately . 
 
   The first battle was between the Skeleton Soldiers and a group of Orcs . 
 
   Shuk . 
 
   A sharp bone blade wielded by a skeleton cut into the body of an Orc, and using that as the signal, the other skeletons began cutting through the Orcs without hesitation . 
 
   Rather than a battle, it would be more accurate to call it a massacre . 
 
   Puff!
 
   The hot scent of blood swept across the battlefield on which there was nothing but combat and murder . 
 
   The smell of blood drove the monsters into a frenzy . 
 
   Kehung!
 
   Krrng!
 
   Kiiii!
 
   Various monster groups began rushing towards the group of skeletons like waves crashing against a beach . 
 
   A monster wave had started . 
 
   In the face of such a wave, the Skeleton Soldiers’ progress was bound to stop . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Thud! 
 
   Thud!
 
   The moment their progress stopped, the monsters rushed over to the skeletons aiming to attack them . 
 
   Nevertheless, the skeletons endured their offensive . 
 
   Naturally, the monsters began accumulating in front of the Skeleton Soldiers .  
 
   Hyaha!
 
   And it was at that moment that the Skeleton Wizards made their move . 
 
   There were ten!
 
    These Skeleton Wizards, whose number had reached double digits with the help of Skeleton Magician Mastery, threw the fireballs in their hands into the large group of monsters without hesitation . 
 
   Pop!
 
   These fireballs exploded upon contact with a monster and scattered their flames to the surrounding monsters . 
 
   Roar!
 
   Screech!
 
   These scattered flames then ignited the fur of these monsters, causing them to cry out loudly . 
 
   The effect was amazing . 
 
   The damage itself was high, but the monsters struggling in pain also hampered the flow of the wave . 
 
   They were like cars that had made sudden stops on a road filled with traffic . 
 
   This was invaluable assistance to the Skeleton Soldiers who had been fighting against the waves . 
 
   But the real help was on their way . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   A group of Skeleton Knights appeared opposite the Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
   The number of Skeleton Knights had risen to six!
 
   And each skeleton Knight was riding a Skeleton Wolf and was fully equipped and armored . 
 
   Among them, the most notable one was the Skeleton Knight sitting at the front . 
 
   This Skeleton Knight was sitting proudly on his wolf mount with the Nemean Lion’s skin draped over its shoulders, Aegis shield in its left hand, and Percival’s spear in its right . 
 
   Such an equipment set was something executives from top guilds could only dream of . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   The Skeleton Knight then charged down to the battlefield while emitting a blood red aura, proof that it had become the Incarnation of the Battlefield . 
 
   It was impossible for the monsters, who were focused on their battle with the Skeleton Soldiers and Wizards, to properly prepare for the Skeleton Knights’ attack from behind . 
 
   The subsequent battle could only be called a slaughter . 
 
   Limbs of monsters were scattered everywhere like branches that had been pruned, and screams were abundant . 
 
   In no time at all, the battlefield had been drenched in blood . 
 
   [The Blood Cloud has begun to bleed]
 
   And blood even began to fall onto it as a scarlet cloud released its burden upon the battlefield . 
 
   [Blood Poison has taken effect . ]
 
   Blood Poison!
 
   It was the moment when blood filled with deadly poison had appeared . 
 
   Moreover, the bodies of the monsters, which had numerous scars on them, absorbed the blood poison like dry ground absorbs water . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Screams once again filled the battlefield . 
 
   In fact, it could be considered good that they were even able to scream . 
 
   Some monsters simply collapsed onto the group, unable to let out a single sound before their death . 
 
   Kiii!
 
   Kehung!
 
   The monsters who witnessed this scene, hastily tried to avoid the blood rain . 
 
   It was around that time, that the Blood Golem, which had been staying in a blood puddle, revealed itself . 
 
   The Blood Golem began a crazed attack as soon as the monsters trying to avoid the blood rain appeared . 
 
   No, it didn’t even need to attack crazily . 
 
   The moment when monsters began retaliating against the Blood Golem, it’s blood body splattered in all directions, covering any monsters nearby . 
 
   When they saw that, the monsters became shocked and terrified, completely losing their ability to fight . 
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who was watching this scene from a distance, was also shocked . 
 
   He couldn’t help but turn his eyes to Kim Woo-jin who was standing next to him . 
 
   [Merlin’s Staff continuously supplies you with mana . ]
 
   The mana from Merlin’s Staff made Kim Woo-jin’s eyes become a terrifying shade of blue-green . 
 
   Of course, while it was a bit horrifying, Kim Woo-jin’s appearance made him relax a little . 
 
   This was natural . 
 
   This scene clearly showed him that Kim Woo-jin had squeezed out everything he could . It was the limit of Kim Woo-jin’s power . 
 
   ‘This is my limit with my current magic power . ’
 
   Of course, it was just the limit of his magic power . 
 
   If Kim Woo-jin had more magic power, he could perhaps summon the Hellhound, which would have certainly made the fight easier . 
 
   ‘If this much is not enough then it can’t be helped . ’
 
   In any case, from Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, there was nothing else he could do if even this much was not enough to surpass Johann Georg . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin finally heard the awaited notification .  
 
   However, he didn’t pay attention to it, instead, Kim Woo-jin waited to see if any other notification would follow . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your abilities . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld bestows some power to you . ]
 
   [The rank of the Skeleton Wizard skill has increased by one . ]
 
   Then he heard the notification he was waiting for . 
 
   ‘That’s good . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled at the notification . 
 
   ‘Then I won’t need to kill Johann Georg for now . ’
 
   It was a smile that said he would no longer need to get rid of the competition like he’d planned . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin didn’t forget . 
 
   ‘Then all that’s left is to get the tail . ’
 
   What the real purpose for entering the dungeon was . 
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   The thoughts of everyone who saw him for the first time were always the same . 
 
   Was this pale man with a sleepy expression and a skinny, sickly body that looked like he would collapse at any time really be the Lightning King?
 
   But anyone who actually knew the Lightning King would never doubt his identity . 
 
   Instead, they would think that there was no one else suited for that title . 
 
   Furthermore, they would know that the title, Lightning King, didn’t come just because he had contracts with lightning spirits . 
 
   Lightning King . 
 
   That was because this title represented a tyrant who was more ruthless than anyone else . 
 
   “You let only the best players enter the A+ rank dungeon…”
 
   That was the reason that Roberto, who was standing in front and listening to the words of the Lightning King, was sweating profusely . 
 
   “I never expected you to tell me those words . ”
 
   Roberto was well aware of how terrifying the Lightning King could be,
 
   Moreover, this incident was his own fault . 
 
   As the Lightning King had said, he had basically given Isaac Ivanov and his team the A+ rank dungeon for free . 
 
   It was literally free . 
 
   The Thunderbird Company had no way of knowing what occurred in the dungeon if Isaac Ivanov chose to hide it, and if he didn’t want to hand over whatever he might have obtained, they had no way to retrieve it . 
 
   If it was a legendary item, the loss would be indescribable . 
 
   What Roberto should have done was throw himself into the dungeon gate, even if he was the only one . 
 
   No, instead, throwing himself into the dungeon would have been the correct course of action . 
 
   After all, wasn’t it common in the Amazon Rainforest for players to throw themselves into dungeon gates in order to survive?
 
   There was absolutely no excuse for it, and Roberto had no intention of making any excuses . 
 
   Instead, he tried to apologize . 
 
   “I’m so…”
 
   However, the apology got stuck in his throat . 
 
   This was because he was afraid of what the Lightning King would do . 
 
   Seeing this, the Lightning King’s eyes became cold . 
 
   Eventually, the Lightning King lifted his head, and when Shakira saw the look in his eyes, she couldn’t help but gulp . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   The Lightning King didn’t react to her fear, and instead gave her some instructions . 
 
   “Plant mines around the dungeon gate . ”
 
   As the Lightning King continued speaking, his voice became colder and colder . 
 
   “So that they could never escape on their own two feet . And spread the information around . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Information…”
 
   “Information that Isaac Ivanov’s party is currently in that dungeon . ”
 
   The Lightning King’s eyes became yellow, and sparks of electricity shot out of them . 
 
   “They’ll have to turn to me if they want to live . ”
 
   …
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld applauds your growth . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked up as he heard the notification . 
 
   Under the Blood Cloud, formed using the blood from countless corpses, that was continuously raining down Skeleton Soldiers were finishing off the last of the monsters who were still breathing . 
 
   It was truly an appalling sight, but it didn’t impress Kim Woo-jin at all . 
 
   ‘There should be about a hundred left . ’
 
   Instead, he was just crunching numbers in his head . 
 
   Then he received another notification . 
 
   [111 monsters remaining . ]
 
   It was a notification that stated there were 111 monsters remaining until they cleared this floor . 
 
   ‘As expected . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was satisfied when the number remaining was similar to what he had just calculated . 
 
   That was the way Kim Woo-jin was . 
 
   He didn’t feel any sense of joy or accomplishment in battle, he didn’t want to . 
 
   All he wanted was to finish his tasks perfectly, similar to a program . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin was satisfied with this situation, which was only calculations without any emotion . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin called out to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   But Lee Jin-ah didn’t answer . Instead, his gaze was focused upon the gruesome scene created with a combination of Kim Woo-jin’s skeletons and poison . 
 
   It was truly a sight . 
 
   In this world which had turned into a game, those who wanted to fulfill their desires would be horrified by this sight, and those who wanted the game to end would be thrilled . 
 
   It was a scene that would cause anyone to feel strong emotions . 
 
   Of course, Lee Jin-ah wasn’t included in either of those groups . 
 
   Munch munch!
 
   The reason Lee Jin-ah couldn’t turn his head was because he was currently eating a chocolate bar . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   After Kim Woo-jin called his name for the second time, Lee Jin-ah turned to look at him with his cheeks swollen like a chipmunk . 
 
   Gulp!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   He then swallowed everything before saying . 
 
   “What?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s voice was filled with dissatisfaction as he’d been disturbed while eating . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but smile slightly at that fact . 
 
   ‘He really is an amazing guy . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah was probably the only human in the entire world who could face such a scene calmly while eating . 
 
   “Get ready . ”
 
   However, even the dissatisfaction on his face swiftly disappeared after he heard those two words . 
 
   “Right, it seems the time has come for the amazing and masculine Lee Jin-ah to help with this A+ rank 5 Floor dungeon . ”
 
   After all, it was an A+ rank 5 Floor dungeon .  
 
   There would be nothing strange if the fifth floor was very dangerous . 
 
   “It definitely wouldn’t be easy to defeat a fifth floor boss without me . ”
 
   It was even possible for a Dragon to appear . 
 
   A real Dragon was much more powerful than the Hatchling Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah had defeated before . 
 
   “That’s not what I’m talking about . ”
 
   Of course, that wasn’t something Kim Woo-jin would worry about . 
 
   The difference between Kim Woo-jin’s power in the past and now was mind boggling . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin could rest assured . 
 
   “I can handle the fifth floor on my own . ”
 
   At this point, Kim Woo-jin was able to hunt anything in a 5 Floor dungeon on his own without worry . 
 
   It was also not a problem to finish the hunt quickly .  
 
   The quantity and quality of the skills and items he had obtained were vastly different . 
 
   ‘The Vampire skill is really helpful . ’
 
   Among them, one of the greatest abilities he’d obtained was none other than the Vampire transformation . 
 
   It’s abilities which provided an overwhelming merit in his information gathering ability allowed Kim Woo-jin to have faster and stabler hunts . 
 
   Of course, the greatest power was Kim Woo-jin himself . 
 
   ‘The most helpful thing is that I managed to obtain Ganjang and Makya . ’ (TL: soy sauce?)
 
   With the items he had right now, Kim Woo-jin was confident that he could hunt any monster that could appear in a 5 Floor dungeon . 
 
   “Then what are you telling me to prepare? Are you telling me to prepare food?”
 
   In other words, there was no danger to him in a 5 Floor dungeon . 
 
   “I mean, ‘get ready for when the attack is done’ . ”
 
   “After the attack? What’s out there?”
 
   If there was any danger, it could only come from outside . 
 
   “The Lightning King won’t let us go . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The Lightning King was a threat . 
 
   “The Lightning King?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah looked shocked as he asked that . 
 
   This wasn’t just because the Lightning King was one of the first players . 
 
   He was a monster . 
 
   A monster whose name could be mentioned in the same sentence as the Savior, Lee Se-jun!
 
   In fact, he had officially cleared nine 6 Floor dungeons and there were rumors that he was preparing to tackle a 7 Floor dungeon/
 
   No matter how great Isaac Ivanov’s reputation was, there was still a long way to go before he could be comparable to the Lightning King . 
 
   That Lightning King wouldn’t let them go?
 
   “Why? Why would the Lightning King attack us?”
 
   There had to be a reason . 
 
   “Because we’re the only ones to enter the dungeon . ” 
 
   And in fact, the reason was obvious . 
 
   “Wasn’t that an ‘accident’?”
 
   “The fact that it was an accident or not doesn’t matter to the Lightning King . All he cares about is the fact that we might have something that belongs to him . ”
 
   “How is it his? You haven’t even obtained anything yet, have you? No, didn’t you say that the Amazon Rainforest didn’t have an owner?”
 
   “There is no owner, so if a strong person decides to take something, they become its owner . ”
 
   It was common to take anything you wanted in the Amazon Rainforest, as long as you were strong enough . 
 
   So from a certain perspective, it wasn’t wrong to say that everything in the rainforest belongs to the Lightning King . 
 
   “And the Lightning King is a tyrant who makes use of his power whenever he wants to . ”
 
   In addition, the Lightning King wasn’t some warrior who concealed their power and acted lowkey . 
 
   He was a tyrant whose title was more fitting than anyone else’s . 
 
   “Hoho . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah let out a laugh at those words . 
 
   But not long after, Lee Jin-ah’s expression became fierce . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew that Lee Jin-ah was never the type of person who tolerated being threatened to hand over something he’d claimed . 
 
   Instead, he was the type of person who would do whatever it took to make sure whatever he gained remained his . 
 
   “Then we’ll just fight the Lightning King . ”
 
   He was a man who was willing to fight even the Lightning King . 
 
   “Right, we’ll just have to fight that Lightning King guy . ” (TL: from the flow, it seems Lee Jin-ah said it and then confirmed it, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t the one to say it or agree… in case you might have been confused)
 
   Lee Jin-ah willingly accepted this fact and began to steady his determination . 
 
   And as he did so, his expression became more serious than ever before . 
 
   “Is that so?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin had a slight smile on his face as he asked Lee Jin-ah this question . 
 
   “There’s no need for us to do something so crazy like fighting the Lightning King . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “Even if the two of us work together, we still couldn’t beat him . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew that the Lightning King’s current power was not something they could handle . 
 
   At that point, he was already strong enough to handle 7 Floor dungeons . 
 
   “Moreover, the power the Thunderbird Company he leads has is no joke . It wouldn’t be wrong to call them an army . ”
 
   Furthermore, the Lightning King wasn’t alone . 
 
   Beneath him was Thunderbird, the world’s leading civilian military company . 
 
   They treated automatic rifles as toys and they had enough military power to make use of heavy machine guns and even tanks if necessary . 
 
   Fighting the Lightning King outside of a dungeon was, as Kim Woo-jin had said, crazy . 
 
   “Plus the Lightning King isn’t going to kill us . ”
 
   Most importantly, the Lightning King didn’t intend to kill Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “Didn’t you say he was targeting us?”
 
   “He wouldn’t be more than put a few mines around the dungeon gate and maybe spread the news about our attack . He’d probably put a sniper and some machine guns nearby . ”
 
   “How is that any different from killing us?”
 
   “If he wanted to kill 5 Floor players then he’d prepare napalm(1) bombs, not a few mines . ”
 
   The Lightning King knew that it was impossible to kill players who could clear an A+ rank 5 Floor dungeon by themselves with mines and a sniper . 
 
   “All he wants is to tie us down . Or make us go to him . ”
 
   He simply wanted the people who had his possession to willingly go to him . 
 
   “So that no one in the rainforest would belittle him . ”
 
   If Isaac Ivanov were to do whatever he wanted, then the terror the Lightning King drove into people’s hearts would slowly begin to diminish . 
 
   And that was not something the Lightning King wished to see . 
 
   So if Isaac Ivanov requested assistance from the Lightning King, he would offer it without hesitation . 
 
   Rather, it could be said that he wanted it, so that they would rely on him more . 
 
   It was like throwing them in the deep part of a pool and then saving them . 
 
   “Then will you do what he wants?”
 
   “Of course not . ”
 
   Of course, even though he knew that, Kim Woo-jin had no intentions of cooperating . 
 
   “We’re going to run away . ”
 
   “Run away? To where?”
 
   And luckily, there were many places to escape . 
 
   “To a dungeon . ”
 
   This was the biggest reason why Kim Woo-jin had chosen this place as his leveling spot . 
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   Grrr!
 
   The fifth floor of the dungeon was a forest that was on fire . 
 
   The trees in this forest looked the same as normal trees except for the fact that the trunks, branches and leaves were all made of charcoal . 
 
   Fire Trees .  
 
   This was a forest made from this mysterious type of tree that could only be found in dungeons . 
 
   It was an indescribably terrifying forest . 
 
   This forest was one that couldn’t be inhabited by normal living creatures because they would be choked by the stifling heat of the flames till their lungs dried out . 
 
   Grrr!
 
   And in this forest of Fire Trees, a dog could be seen walking slowly . 
 
   This dog, which was made entirely of fire, soon stopped in front of a Fire Tree, that, unlike the others, was burning with blue flames . 
 
   Chch!
 
   After that, the dog’s body began changing . 
 
   This small dog suddenly became a lizard with a long neck, which used its long neck to eat the flames of the blue Fire Tree . 
 
   Foxfire . 
 
   This was a monster that only appeared in 5 Floor dungeons and above which had the ability to transform into any other monster . 
 
   Naturally, as it was a monster made of fire, physical attacks had almost no effect on this monster, and even magical attacks were not very effective . 
 
   Chch!
 
   Proof of its formidability came from the fact that no other creature dared get too close to the Foxfire . 
 
   For the first time in a long time, something dared to appear in front of the Foxfire . 
 
   And it wasn’t just an appearance . 
 
   “Hooo . ”
 
   The short breath this person exhaled revealed clear hostility and killing intent towards the Foxfire . 
 
   Naturally, the person who appeared was none other than Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Dressed in the Nemean Lion’s skin, Kim Woo-jin stood in front of the monster with Ganjang and Makya in both hands . 
 
   Chch!
 
   When Kim Woo-jin appeared, the bizarre sound was heard once again as the Foxfire changed its appearance . 
 
   Surprisingly, it took the form of a dog again . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   A hunting dog that could quickly escape at any time . 
 
   It was quite eerie . 
 
   The moment he exposed a flaw, the Foxfire would transform into a huge monster, and all he’d be able to do was scream in pain as his body was burned by its flames . 
 
   However, there was no sign of fear or hesitation in Kim Woo-jin as he looked at the Foxfire with golden eyes . 
 
   Those were by no means the eyes of a warrior prepared to die . 
 
   [The Fourth Tail of the Nine Tailed Fox]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   – Required Level: Level 1 or higher
 
   – Description: The fourth tail of the Nine Tailed Fox . It contains mysterious power . If all nine tails are collected then the user will be able to unleash the power of the Nine Tailed Fox . 
 
   – All stats +5%
 
   – Greatly increases fire resistance when equipped
 
   ‘With this, I just have two left . ’
 
   Instead, they were the eyes of a hunting dog who’d found the prey . 
 
   ‘I just need to get those two from the Messiah Guild . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin, the owner of those eyes, muttered quietly . 
 
   “Protection of the Sun . ” (TL: descriptions below)
 
   [Gawain’s Necklace emits the Protection of the Sun . ]
 
   [Protection of the Sun skill activated . ]
 
   Then he heard another notification . 
 
   [King Arthur’s Ring buffs the power of Gawain’s Necklace . ]
 
   [The Protection of the Sun skill becomes even stronger . ]
 
   It was a notification of the start of the hunt . 
 
   …
 
   The Burning Forest . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was standing alone in this forest slowly put the swords in his hands back into his inventory . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who had watched everything from a distance with eyes filled with astonishment, couldn’t help but voice his thoughts . 
 
   “Crazy bastard . ”
 
   His fearful voice reached Kim Woo-jin’s ears . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   [Earned the Achievement ‘Foxfire Hunter’ . ]
 
   [Earned the Achievement ‘Solo Foxfire Hunter’ . ]
 
   [Inventory increased by five spaces due to the achievement’s effect . ]
 
   And he also heard the notifications signifying the end of the dungeon . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld has fallen in love with your ability . ]
 
   [The rank of the Vampire skill has increased by one . ]
 
   [The rank of the Book of the Dead skill has increased by one . ]
 
   Then he received the notifications filled with favoritism .  
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin didn’t read the notifications . 
 
   In fact, he paid no attention to them at all . 
 
   He simply picked up the burning tail in front of him and placed it in his inventory . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   [The dungeon has been cleared . ]
 
   [You have cleared the dungeon . A Skill Stone(A) has been awarded . ]
 
   When he heard the notification, the look in Kim Woo-jin’s eyes changed and he shouted . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah, get ready . ”
 
   Then a dungeon gate appeared in front of them . 
 
   …
 
   Surprisingly, Rumors did not spread very well in the Amazon Rainforest .  
 
   In this place without an owner, the value of information was very high .  
 
   However, there was no such thing as cooperation in this place . 
 
   Even if people could work together or share information, they usually wouldn’t because betrayal was commonplace in that place . 
 
   This place was like a mud pit where the reckless would never be able to survive . 
 
   “How long has Isaac Ivanov’s party been in there?”
 
   “It’s been three weeks now . ”
 
   In other words, this meant that the few who had gathered to the dungeon gate Isaac Ivanov was in were not reckless . 
 
   They were sufficiently prepared and informed in order to catch the prey they were after . 
 
   “What about the gate?”
 
   “There are thousands of mines . Some of them were planted by us . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was a basic tactic to prevent the prey from running by covering the location with landmines . 
 
   “What about sensors? Have you installed any surveillance sensors?”
 
   “I barely managed to do it with a drone . ”
 
   They had even installed surveillance and alarm sensors over the minefield with drones . 
 
   “The problem was that we weren’t the only ones . ”
 
   They had already gone to such a level, so no one had any doubt . 
 
   “At this point, it’s impossible for Isaac Ivanov’s party to escape . ”
 
   “He’ll definitely get caught . ”
 
   No matter how powerful Isaac Ivanov and his team were, they would have no choice but to become helpless prey in this situation . 
 
   “Oh!”
 
   “They came out!”
 
   Then, the signal came . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov is out!”
 
   “It’s time to be hunting dogs!”
 
   At that moment, the would-be hunters became filled with excitement . 
 
   “If we catch him, we’ll get at least three legendaries!”
 
   “That’s about three A+ rank dungeons!”
 
   This once in a lifetime opportunity made them go crazy . 
 
   There seemed to be no place for reason . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   But it didn’t take long before cold water was poured onto their heads . 
 
   “Why are they moving so fast?”
 
   “What?”
 
   “Ah, wait! They disappeared!”
 
   …
 
   “The Amazon Rainforest?”
 
   When talking about the dangers of the Amazon Rainforest, many people compared it to a dungeon . 
 
   This analogy wasn’t exactly wrong . 
 
   “Monsters and outlaws with weapons are everywhere . And regardless of what happens, the world would never find out . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   This was because the Amazon’s ecosystem wasn’t very different to dungeons . 
 
   However, they were only similar . There was a clear difference between the Amazon Rainforest and a dungeon . 
 
   The Amazon Rainforest was actually far more dangerous than a dungeon . 
 
   This was because you could use all the cutting edge equipment you couldn’t use in dungeons, like guns or tracking equipment, to your heart’s content . 
 
   From a certain perspective, having to deal with armed personnel was simply hell . 
 
   The Lightning King’s disciple, Shakira, knew that fact better than anyone . 
 
   It was almost impossible to escape in the Amazon Rainforest if you were being hunted . 
 
   “So, after leaving the dungeon gate, they bypassed the minefield without any issues?”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   “And after that, despite the countless pursuers and surveillance equipment, they disappeared like ghosts?”
 
   “That’s correct . ”
 
   But now, Isaac Ivanov’s party had done just that . 
 
   After exiting the dungeon gate, they evaded their pursuers in an indescribably perfect manner . 
 
   “The next thing you found…”
 
   “Were traces of a meal . ”
 
   And even during this escape, they still had time to eat, and even left evidence of it . 
 
   From Shakira’s perspective, this wasn’t good news . 
 
   The Lightning King had said it clearly . 
 
   Bring him Isaac Ivanov, or bring him his corpse . 
 
   It was a second chance for Roberto . There would be no third chance after the second . 
 
   In addition, Shakira would also not get a third chance if she failed . 
 
   “Haha . ”
 
   Nevertheless, she couldn’t stop herself from laughing . 
 
   “A meal . So a man who was able to completely erase all his tracks in the Amazon Rainforest left behind the traces of a meal . ”
 
   That was how ridiculous this situation was to her . 
 
   “All I can do is laugh . ”
 
   At that moment, she wasn’t even thinking about the fearsome Lightning King . 
 
   Instead, there was just one thing on her mind . 
 
   “What the hell are you planning?”
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   “What the hell are you doing?”
 
   Instead of answering, Kim Woo-jin bit a well done piece of grilled meat off a skewer and chewed it . 
 
   The juices of the lizard meat filled his mouth with flavor . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who had already ripped through a mountain of skewers glared at Kim Woo-jin who took just one of them, but he soon forgot that as he asked the question that had been plaguing him for a long time . 
 
   “This isn’t jungle book, what kind of man knows the forest better than animals?”
 
   That was the extent of Kim Woo-jin’s familiarity with Amazon Rainforest’s environment . 
 
   Their immediate disappearance was the greatest proof of this .  
 
   In a place like the Amazon Rainforest, filled with numerous hunters with advanced weapons, the two of them had escaped without a single scratch . 
 
   Their condition was also extremely good, with a few dirt stains on their pants being the only indicators of where they were . 
 
   This was also proof that the two of them hadn’t even had to fight anyone yet . 
 
   It defied common sense . 
 
   Of course, something like this wasn’t very hard for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘This kind of chase is like a game among children . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin had spent years in places filled with monsters and hostile players similar to the Amazon Rainforest . 
 
   It wasn’t just that . 
 
   He’d lived in such a world while going against supreme predators like the King of Undead, the Dragon Slayer, The Lightning King, Trinity and the Swordsman . (TL: The author used ‘검객-Swordsman’ here instead of ‘검성-Sword Saint’ so I’m not sure if it was just a slip or if it’s actually a different person)
 
   And he’d survived . 
 
   So for Kim Woo-jin, the pursuers in the Amazon Rainforest were nothing more than a group of children, to put it bluntly . 
 
   What’s more, the abilities Kim Woo-jin had now, far surpassed those that he’d had in the past . 
 
   When he transformed into a Vampire, he was able to see every creature that had blood in a certain range, and with Horus’ Eyes, he was able to see anything that might have been hidden . 
 
   Honestly, they didn’t even need to escape . 
 
   If Kim Woo-jin wanted to kill those chasing them, he could have done so without leaving a trace . 
 
   “By the way, why are you being so passive? Wouldn’t killing them be more eye-catching?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was also wondering about something else . 
 
   It wouldn’t matter if he killed a few hunters in the Amazon Rainforest . 
 
   In fact, it would be even better . 
 
   The hunters would certainly become more defensive if they realise that they had become the prey . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered his question . 
 
   “We don’t need to catch the Lightning King’s attention like that . ”
 
   After saying that, Kim Woo-jin pulled out a note wrapped in plastic from his pocket . 
 
   “What’s that? You’ve been putting them in trees for a while . Are they letters for Se-chan?”
 
   “No, these are from Kim Woo-jin to the Lightning King . ”
 
   “The Lightning King?”
 
   “This is the only way for Kim Woo-jin to lead him to Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   “Hah, that’s good, I guess . I thought you were telling brother Se-chan the dinner menu . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah helplessly stuck his tongue out at Kim Woo-jin’s words . 
 
   “Wait . ”
 
   Then, Lee Jin-ah, who had finally grasped the situation, asked . 
 
   “Not Se-chan, the Lightning King? Haven’t you been leaving a trail this entire time?”
 
   Didn’t Kim Woo-jin’s words mean that he was giving the pursuers from the Lightning King information?
 
   “I’ve been doing that consistently . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   In fact, Kim Woo-jin had been steadily leaving traces, like breadcrumbs for Hansel and Gretel to follow . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah had thought it was for Oh Se-chan before, so he hadn’t paid much attention to it . 
 
   “Isn’t that dangerous?”
 
   No matter how skilled he was, it was still dangerous for Kim Woo-jin to leave such traces . 
 
   After all, there was a large difference from finding a clue every now and then to finding traces steadily . 
 
   With that information, the pursuer would be able to draw a line of movement, and if they knew their line of movement, they could then go ahead of them to catch them . 
 
   Most importantly, this isn’t a dungeon . 
 
   No matter how good Kim Woo-jin was, it was impossible for him to hide from infrared sensors that could be used as much as the pursuers liked . 
 
   Moreover, with drones, the pursuers would be able to completely ignore the terrain . 
 
   “It is dangerous . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew these facts better than anyone else . 
 
   After all, it would be impossible for him not to after fleeing for his life from thousands of drones . 
 
   “We’ll get caught tomorrow . ”
 
   He expected that if the chase continued as it was, by tomorrow, they would be faced with a siege they would not be able to escape from . 
 
   “That’s why we’re entering a dungeon today . ”
 
   That was why he intended to enter a dungeon that very same day . 
 
   When he heard that, Lee Jin-ah picked up a skewer and said . 
 
   “Then this will be the last meal I enjoy in reality . ”
 
   Then, with a sense of duty, he began devouring the skewers at a fast rate . 
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   The skewers magically disappeared as if a spell had been cast . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who saw this, got up and said . 
 
   “Did you enjoy your last meal?”
 
   “I’m not really satisfied because I haven’t had any dessert yet, but where would I find sweet fruits? Are there any coconuts around here? I also like mangoes and watermelons . ”
 
   After hearing his playful remark and seeing him pat his stomach, Kim Woo-jin pondered for a moment before finally saying . 
 
   “I saw a papaya tree on our way here, I’ll get it for you . It’s wild though, so I can’t guarantee the taste . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   When he heard that, Lee Jin-ah quickly stood to his feet with an extremely shocked and cautious expression . 
 
   “Y-, you are really going to give me dessert?”
 
   “If it’s for your last meal, I can do that much . ”
 
   Only then did Lee Jin-ah realise . 
 
   “Last?”
 
   The next dungeon that Kim Woo-jin intended to attack didn’t seem to be one where he would be able to laze around like last time . 
 
   It might really be a terrifying place which meant that this meal might actually be his last . 
 
   “A-, are you serious?”
 
   This also meant that the dungeon would be more dangerous than the dungeon they’d just cleared . 
 
   In other words, a dungeon more difficult than an A+ rank 5 Floor dungeon . 
 
   And there was only one dungeon like that . 
 
   “6 Floors?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded to answer Lee Jin-ah’s question . 
 
   “Wa-, wait a minute!”
 
   However, Lee Jin-ah was so shocked he couldn’t help but shout out . 
 
   “What do you mean 6 Floors!?”
 
   “We could attack a 5 Floor dungeon, but any dungeon below B rank would be a waste since we wouldn’t get any legendary items . It would be an inefficient waste of two weeks . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   For Kim Woo-jin who intended to spend his time as efficiently as possible, there was no need to attack a low ranked 5 Floor dungeon . 
 
   For Kim Woo-jin, this was a valid reason, but of course for Lee Jin-ah, it couldn’t be more ridiculous . 
 
   “Hey, we’re not even level 150!”
 
   Currently, Kim Woo-jin was level 135, and Lee Jin-ah was level 129 . 
 
   “At our level, we should still be attacking 4 Floor dungeons!”
 
   Considering the fact that the highest level that could enter 4 Floor dungeons was 140, it was already insane for normal players that they were attacking 5 Floor dungeons . 
 
   And in 5 Floor dungeons, the highest level that could enter them was level 180 . 
 
   In other words, this meant that the players who attacked 6 Floor dungeons were usually over level 180 . 
 
   In truth, 6 Floor dungeons were the stages for level 200 players . 
 
   They were places where top guild masters like Park Yong-wan were active!
 
   “It’s possible for us to clear it . ”
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin had confidence in their attack . 
 
   And he had evidence . 
 
   “For one, our attack power is sufficient . ”
 
   One of the reasons was that their combat power had long surpassed anyone else on their level . 
 
   In particular, when Kim Woo-jin went into battle, the strength he showed was in no way lacking when compared to a level 200 player . 
 
   “Our ability to collect information far surpasses any other party . ”
 
   In addition, their ability to perfectly obtain information without needing to take risks, perfectly covered the shortcomings of there being only two of them . 
 
   In other words, there was no reason why they wouldn’t be able to hunt the monsters in a 6 Floor dungeon . 
 
   “And finally, as long as the tank works hard, there’s nothing we can’t do . ”
 
   As long as the tank could buy enough time . 
 
   That fact made Lee Jin-ah’s face turn white . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin tapped Lee Jin-ah’s shoulder as he said . 
 
   “I’ll get the papaya for you . No, cacao would probably be better . Don’t you like chocolate?”
 
   …
 
   Turbulent times created heroes . 
 
   And with that being the case, 2024 was the perfect year for heroes to be born . 
 
   At that moment, the atmosphere caused by the terrorist attack against the Esprit Guild was not enough to call it turbulent . 
 
   [The Special Player Protection Act is pending!]
 
   However, the chaos started when the Special Player Protection Act, which had been proposed after the attack on the Esprit Guild, failed to pass legislation in the French parliament . 
 
   [The European Guild Federation resolves to hold a general strike!]
 
   [77% of French Guilds join the strike!]
 
   [The Esprit Guild, “We want protection!”]
 
   A massive strike was held by the European players . 
 
   These guilds’ declaration of a strike, which was made during a time of strife, was enough to cause panic not only in Europe but also the rest of the world . 
 
   -Damn those player bastards for threatening us with this!
 
   -This proves that it is too dangerous to give such benefits to these ridiculous bastards!
 
   -But won’t we be in danger if we don’t give in?
 
   It was a turbulent situation that could be overcome by normal people . 
 
   [Johann’s Georg’s team successfully attacks!]
 
   [They cleared a 5 Floor dungeon in 18 days!]
 
   [Johann Georg’s team achieves the new record for the shortest time to clear a 5 Floor dungeon!]
 
   And for these people, the news of Johann Georg’s team clearing a dungeon was hope in itself . ’
 
   -Oh my God, a new record!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   -18 days? For a 5 Floor dungeon?
 
   -He’s such a ridiculous monster . Where did this monster come from?
 
   They cleared a 5 Floor dungeon in the shortest time!
 
   The world was astonished by his ridiculous results . 
 
   [Johann Georg’s party attacks a new dungeon!]
 
   [Three consecutive dungeon attacks!]
 
   But the world was even more shocked at the news that followed . 
 
   -He headed into another one? Consecutively?
 
   -Is it even possible to attack three dungeons consecutively?
 
   -That speed is ridiculous . 
 
   Even though him clearing a 5 Floor dungeon, where people could earn fame and fortune just by attacking them, in the shortest time was shocking, entering a third dungeon without rest defied common sense . 
 
   It was something that only those who defied common sense could do . 
 
   -Johann Georg, maybe a new savior has been born . 
 
   ㄴThat doesn’t seem too far from the truth
 
   ㄴ Regardless of whether he’s a savior or not, even the Messiah Guild couldn’t attack dungeons like this . We have to at least admit that . 
 
   It was the moment when a new hero had emerged in the turbulent world . 
 
   When this happened, the world began wondering about its other hero . 
 
   -What about Isaac Ivanov?
 
   -Has there been any news about Isaac Ivanov these days?
 
   What was Isaac Ivanov doing now?
 
   And the question was answered . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov is dead . ”
 
   As he said this to his subordinates, Oh Se-chan’s expression was very serious . 
 
   The faces of his subordinates were also serious . 
 
   This wasn’t something that one should talk about while eating ramen at night . 
 
   “How is that for a title?”
 
   Regardless, Oh Se-chan continued talking . 
 
   “If we try to play the media in a sloppy way, it’ll never work . Let’s just announce that he’s dead . And then, when he appears later, won’t everyone be excited?”
 
   After saying this, Oh Se-chan smiled . 
 
   “And maybe we’ll get some nice gifts for announcing his death . Do you think anyone would send Yukgaejang(1) as a gift? I haven’t had Yukgaejang and rice in a long time . ”
 
   His subordinates couldn’t help but think . 
 
   ‘I thought it was strange when he decided to boil several different flavors of ramen together but…’
 
   ‘I think he might have gone crazy since no one has sent any gifts to Isaac Ivanov in a long time . ’
 
   ‘In his current condition, boss…’
 
   Oh Se-chan was a person who would really do a ridiculous thing like he’d just mentioned . 
 
   Fortunately, this situation didn’t last for long . 
 
   “I got it!”
 
   An employee brought Oh Se-chan some good news . 
 
   “I got the Lich Summoning skill!”
 
   When he heard that, Oh Se-chan put the empty ramen bowl on the ground . 
 
   “Really? How? Was someone actually selling that?”
 
   “Some European brokers put up some of the things they had to get a feel for the market . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan clenched his fist when he heard that . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘The Lich Summoning skill would certainly be a great help!’
 
   There was no reason not to get excited about an item that would give them even more of an advantage . 
 
   Suddenly, another subordinate rushed in . 
 
   “B-, boss!”
 
   The look on the subordinate’s face let everyone know that they had bad news . 
 
   “What is it?”
 
   “Ki-, Kim Woo-jin left us a note . ”
 
   He wasn’t surprised by that since they had agreed to the note beforehand . 
 
   “Then why is your face like that? Was there bad news in the message? Did he see the card statement? Did someone check the accounts?”
 
   “That… they’re entering a 6 Floor dungeon . ”
 
   “6 Floor?”
 
   At the number 6, Oh Se-chan tilted his head slightly before he shot to his feet and shouted in horror . 
 
   “6 Floors!”
 
   It wasn’t just Oh Se-chan . 
 
   All of the subordinates who were eating ramen looked up in shock . 
 
   ‘By 6 Floor, is it the 6 Floor I think it is?’
 
   ‘Oh my God, didn’t they recently enter 5 Floors for the first time?’
 
   ‘If they attack a 6 Floor dungeon…’
 
   The word ‘6 Floor’ didn’t just represent a dungeon of high difficulty . 
 
   In the end, a subordinate couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   “Why did they enter a 6 Floor dungeon?”
 
   For a player who’d entered 5 Floor dungeons for the first time just a few months before, them entering a 6 Floor dungeon was like a person who’d just gotten their driver’s license going to a race track and expecting to win . ”
 
   Naturally, there was no way Kim Woo-jin would do such a crazy thing for no reason . 
 
   Oh Se-chan began to think . 
 
   ‘What’s the reason?’
 
   Then someone said . 
 
   “Isn’t he doing it to level up?”
 
   “Level up?”
 
   “Isn’t it an Overrun?” (TL: Overrun feels a bit weird to me, but the hangul is ‘오버런’)
 
   Overrun . 
 
   This was an act of trying to level up quickly by attacking a dungeon much higher than the player . 
 
   This was commonly used by large guilds when they raised promising prospects . It was done by equipping a low level player with many items that only had a level 1 requirement, and placing them in a 3 Floor dungeon together with capable players . 
 
   In addition, this method was proven to help players level up faster . 
 
   “There’s never been a case of overrunning in a 6 Floor dungeon . ”
 
   Of course, no one had ever dared to use a 6 Floor dungeon to overrun . 
 
   Only then did Oh Se-chan realise something . 
 
   “Get ready for a press play . ”
 
   “That Isaac Ivanov is dead?”
 
   These words frightened Oh Se-chan so much that he anxiously shouted at his subordinates . 
 
   “Hey, why the hell would you say something like that?!”
 
   “Then…”
 
   “That he will confront Johann Georg . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Oh Se-chan explained as his subordinates expressed their confusion . 
 
   “Johann Georg definitely wants to kill Kim Woo-jin, so we will provoke him until he gets impatient . ”
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   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   [The Undying Fighter admires your growth . ]
 
   A notification sounded in his ear, but Lee Jin-ah didn’t pay any attention to it . 
 
   Moooo!
 
   Instead, all he could hear was the strange cries of the Bulls Warriors surrounding him . 
 
   Moo!
 
   The Bulls Warriors, who were basically miniature versions of Minotaurs, with a cow’s head which rested upon the body of an Orc, began to charge towards Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah didn’t avoid the charge . 
 
   Dressed in the Nemean Lion’s Skin, he charged toward one of the Bulls Warriors with a body that was not much smaller than it . 
 
   The bodies of the two monsters collided fiercely . 
 
   Clang!
 
   Then with a loud sound, the body of the Bulls Warrior that collided with Lee Jin-ah was sent flying . 
 
   Moo?
 
   The Bulls Warriors were stunned by this and couldn’t help but stop . 
 
   Using this chance, Lee Jin-ah hit the body of another Bulls Warrior and made it stumble back . 
 
   Then, as he looked at these monsters, Lee Jin-ah roared . 
 
   “Skeletons, help! Help!” (TL: this made me laugh so hard, I was not expecting it)
 
   Rattle!
 
   Then, as if waiting, Skeleton Soldiers poured in from the sides .  
 
   Moo!
 
   The fallen Bulls Warriors could do nothing but cry out under the skeletons’ attacks . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but grit his teeth as he watched this scene . 
 
   ‘There is no end to this, no end . ’
 
   It was the 10th day since they’d entered the 6 Floor dungeon . 
 
   The past few days had passed like a blur to Lee Jin-ah, who now stood on the third floor of the dungeon . 
 
   Every day was filled with never ending battles . 
 
   At that point, it was impossible for him to estimate how many monsters he had killed since entering the dungeon . 
 
   ‘But the leveling speed is no joke . ’
 
   Only the ridiculous speed with which his levels rose gave him a glimpse of how many fierce battles he’d fought . 
 
   Of course, he didn’t even have the time to feel happy about that fact,
 
   Because the 6 Floor dungeon never gave him the chance . 
 
   Prrr!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   [The Minotaur’s Fear begins to spread . ]
 
   “Fuck . ”
 
   Minotaur!
 
   It was the moment when this ridiculous monster, boasting a height of over 5 meters, made its appearance . 
 
   This was common for 6 Floor dungeons . 
 
   Medium sized monsters, which would be boss monsters in other dungeons, could appear without any signs or warning . 
 
   And even then, he was lucky that it was medium sized . 
 
   ‘I’m glad it’s not a large one . ’ (TL: some say flag?)
 
   For 6 Floor dungeons, it would be nothing strange even if a large monster made a sudden appearance . 
 
   He had already experienced this on the second floor . 
 
   ‘At least this is better than the Giant Lizard from the second floor . ’
 
   Giant Lizard . 
 
   From Lee Jin-ah’s perspective, compared to the Giant Lizard with a 70meter long body against whom he’d had to play the role of Jerry from Tom and Jerry, the Minotaur was a welcome sight . 
 
   “But what the hell is that bastard, Kim Woo-jin, doing? Hey, skeleton!”
 
   Rattle!
 
   “What the hell is your master doing? Taking a shit?”
 
   OF course, the most welcome thing was the fact . 
 
   Roar!
 
   “Huh?”
 
   [The Minotaur’s horn has been cut off . ]
 
   [The Minotaur lets out a pained cry . ]
 
   [The Minotaur has been weakened greatly . ]
 
   ‘Oh my God . ’
 
   The fact that his boss was the one who could turn a Minotaur into a lump of meat in an instant . 
 
   ‘He’s the real monster . ’
 
   From Lee Jin-ah’s perspective, that was the most welcome fact . 
 
   In one smooth motion, Kim Woo-jin cut off the Minotaur’s horn, and then cut its body into large pieces with the Ganjang and Makya as he fell to the floor . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   It was a pleasant notification . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin didn’t pay attention to it . 
 
   Instead, he spoke to Lee Jin-ah through the skeleton beside him with the Grim Reaper’s mask . 
 
   “Retreat . ”
 
   Hearing this, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but ask back . 
 
   “Retreat? We hunted them all, didn’t we? Aren’t you going to take their leather?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t repeat himself . 
 
   He didn’t have to . 
 
   Kiieeh!
 
   [A Wyvern is looking at you . ]
 
   There were five Wyverns!
 
   These hyena’s of the sky cried loudly as they were drawn to the sweet smell of blood . 
 
   This was what 6 Floor dungeons were like . 
 
   A place where predators could become prey in an instant . 
 
   It was a place where one had to prioritize survival over securing their hunts . 
 
   And that was the reason that Kim Woo-jin had decided to retreat without hesitation . 
 
   The same was true for Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who confirmed the presence of the Wyverns, spoke to the skeleton connected to Kim Woo-jin beside him . 
 
   “Hey, why aren’t you running away?!”
 
   At the same time, the rest of the skeletons retreated, and KIm Woo-jin also prepared to retreat from the battlefield . 
 
   ‘This is the fourth time . ’
 
   In addition, this was the fourth time that the prey they hunted had been stolen by the Wyvern group . 
 
   ‘They’re tailing us . ’
 
   The Wyverns were now waiting for Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah to attack before swooping down for the spoils . 
 
   It wasn’t something pleasant . 
 
   ‘How troublesome . ’
 
   What was even more annoying was the fact that Kim Woo-jin currently had no way to deal with this Wyvern group . 
 
   Wyverns were strong monsters . 
 
   They had strong defense, so flimsy attacks would do nothing to them, jaws and teeth that could bite through steel, and claws that were unimaginably sharp . 
 
   But the trickiest part was the fact that they could fly very fast . 
 
   They were much faster than the Hatchling . 
 
   The only way to kill a Wyvern was to end it as soon as it touched the floor . 
 
   ‘If it was just one or two then it wouldn’t be that big of an issue…’
 
   Of course, that was something Kim Woo-jin was capable of . 
 
   If there were just one or two of them, Kim Woo-jin would have been able to deal with them . 
 
   ‘The rest would be hard . ’
 
   However, this group consisted of five Wyverns . 
 
   Even if he did kill two, he had no way of dealing with the other three . 
 
   And if he did kill their companions, the Wyverns would attack him ceaselessly until one of them ceased to exist . 
 
   “Should I use the skill stone to raise the mastery of Skeleton Knight?’
 
   Currently, Kim Woo-jin’s Skeleton Knight skill was B rank, and through the buff from the Plus Ring, it had become an A rank skill . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   That meant that if he raised the rank of the Skeleton Knight skill with the skill stone, it would reach S rank . 
 
   ‘That’s enough . ’
 
   From his estimations, Kim Woo-jin knew that the S rank Skeleton Knight skill was enough for him to defeat the Wyverns . 
 
   More importantly, as the number he was able to summon changed, the range of tactics that he could use increased as well . 
 
   ‘Is it worth it to hunt Wyverns?’
 
   But from a different perspective, it could be said that using the Skill Stone(A) just to defeat a group of Wyverns was an excessive investment . 
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin had many skills that were B rank . 
 
   The Book of the Dead, Vampire, Blood Golem, and Dullahan, which he currently only had the skill page for . 
 
   Of course, the Skeleton Knight skill was worth upgrading . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin thought about it for a moment before he decided to stop worrying . 
 
   [A Skill Stone(A) has been used . ]
 
   [The rank of the Skeleton Knight skill has increased by one . ]
 
   [The number of Skeleton Knights that can be summoned has increased . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin decided to use the skill stone . 
 
   ‘If I encounter the Wyverns again, I won’t need to think about it . Four times are already more than enough . ’
 
   He chose to leave . 
 
   [You have slain a Minotaur . ]
 
   [Earned the Achievement ‘Minotaur Hunter’ . ]
 
   While Kim Woo-jin made up his mind to get rid of the Wyvern, they began feasting on the chopped up corpse of the Minotaur . 
 
   ‘I’ll have to forget about the Minotaur’s leather . ’
 
   It was the moment when the excellent material, Minotaur’s leather, which could be used to make great armor, had been wasted . 
 
   ‘Right, I will definitely kill these guys . ’
 
   At the same time, it was the time when the Minotaur had become bait for the Wyverns . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your achievements . ]
 
   Then he heard another notification . 
 
   [The rank of the Skeleton Knight skill has increased by one . ]
 
   [Due to the effect of the Plus Ring, the Skeleton Knight skill has reached the Transcendent rank . ]
 
   [The Skeleton Knights’ Riding Skill has been activated . ]
 
   At that moment, the look in Kim Woo-jin’s eyes changed . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   Then he immediately gave a signal . 
 
   “Distract the Wyverns for a bit . ”
 
   …
 
   What were the trickiest monsters to hunt in dungeons?
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   When asked this question, even if it was a hundred people, the answer would always be the same . 
 
   Flying type monsters were the trickiest . 
 
   It wasn’t just monsters . 
 
   Even for mankind, flying had completely changed the game called war . 
 
   After all, weren’t missiles equipped with nuclear warheads the things that could end any human war?
 
   It was natural for players to consider flying type monsters as tricky . 
 
   And in fact, monsters were the same . 
 
   Flying monsters were still troublesome targets for monsters that couldn’t fly . 
 
   That was the reason why the level 120 skill Fly that players with the Keeper of Knowledge halo could learn was so valuable, even though it was only a rare skill . 
 
   [The Skeleton Knight has used his Riding skill to tame the Wyvern . ]
 
   Kieeeh!
 
   Kyaha!
 
   It was also the reason why Lee Jin-ah looked at the Skeleton Knight who was riding a Wyvern with a look of shock . 
 
   ‘Oh my God . ’
 
   In truth, the scene that Lee Jin-ah was looking at wasn’t so much shocking as it was horrifying . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah had rushed towards the five Wyverns who had been eating the Minotaur and distracted them long enough for the Skeleton Knights to appear and use their newly gained Riding skill . 
 
   Only three of them were successful . 
 
   The remaining two managed to break free, and tried to escape crazily, but they ended up decorating the ground with their blood after Kim Woo-jin killed them with his swords . 
 
   In other words, the two Wyverns now lay on the ground in pieces . 
 
   Kiiiek!
 
   Kyaha!
 
   The sight of a Skeleton Knight letting out its bizarre howl in conjunction with its Wyvern mount was horrifying no matter who saw it . 
 
   ‘They’re fucked . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah turned to look at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Even Lee Jin-ah could easily imagine what kind of extraordinary scene this combination would bring . 
 
   What would happen if Kim Woo-jin, who used tactics and strategies that ordinary people would never think of, was given such a strategic weapon?
 
   Lee Jin-ah didn’t even want to imagine it . 
 
   But one thing was clear . 
 
   ‘Every monster in this 6 Floor dungeon is fucked . ’
 
   This was not good news for the monsters living in the 6 Floor dungeon . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   “Hu-, huh?”
 
   “We’ll change strategies . ”
 
   And Kim Woo-jin had no intention of keeping this news to himself . 
 
   “Prepare the body . ”
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   Ivory Boar . 
 
   This was a medium sized monster that appeared in 4 Floor or higher dungeons with trunks and ivory tusks similar to elephants . 
 
   In addition, they usually lived in groups of about ten . 
 
   When entering a battle, all ten of them would make bizarre cries before rushing towards their enemy, something that was a nightmare for all tanks . 
 
   Kungkung!
 
   And now, a herd of Ivory Boars was lazing about on the ground while occasionally eating some fruit . 
 
   Kungkung!
 
   In addition, this herd had reached the astonishing size of around thirty members instead of the usual ten . 
 
   It was a frightening number . 
 
   If ten of these creatures could be called a nightmare, then thirty of them could only be called a disaster . 
 
   They weren’t targets you could hunt . Instead, what you should do is avoid them if you ever encounter them .  
 
   In fact, even other monsters avoided this herd of Ivory Boars as best as they could, and the herd knew that . 
 
   Kungkung!
 
   And that’s why they could laze around while leisurely using their trunks to pick up and eat fruit . 
 
   Kiieeek!
 
   This herd of Ivory Boars didn’t even lose their composure when they heard a Wyvern’s cry from above them . 
 
   They were confident that no wyvern would dare attack their group, and their confidence became a reality . 
 
   Kieeh…
 
   The Wyvern’s cry faded into the distance . 
 
   Kungkung!
 
   And the small amount of interest that the Ivory Boars had directed to the Wyvern gradually faded as well . 
 
   Puuht!
 
   Suddenly, something large fell among the group of Ivory Boars . 
 
   Krung, krung!
 
   Kuong, kuong!
 
   In no time, the cries of the Ivory Boars became angry roars, and the atmosphere changed significantly . 
 
   The Ivory Boars’ rage and killing intent seemed to fill the surrounding area in an instant . 
 
   At the same time, the Ivory Boars positioned themselves so that they could charge at the enemy at any time . 
 
   It seemed the tanks had finished loading their shells . 
 
   But their momentum didn’t last for very long . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kungkung? Kungkung!
 
   The Ivory Boars realised that the thing that had fallen among them was actually the corpse of a monster . The moment they realised that, the Ivory Boars immediately relaxed . 
 
   Kungkung!
 
   At that moment they all had the same thought . 
 
   That Wyvern must have dropped the prey that it was carrying!
 
   And now it wouldn’t get it back!
 
   The relaxed Ivory Boars once again began picking up fruits and eating them . 
 
   Kieeh!
 
   Suddenly, the cries of a Wyvern once again came from the sky . 
 
   But the thing that fell this time was different .  
 
   Unlike before it had managed to land on the body of an Ivory Boar instead of on the ground . 
 
   The biggest difference was what happened after it landed . 
 
   Pop!
 
   As soon as it hit the Ivory Boar’s body, the thing that fell suddenly exploded, causing blood and other pieces of viscera to cover the Ivory Boar . 
 
   Kehung!
 
   And in the next moment, a cry of pain came from the mouth of the Ivory Boar . 
 
   A deadly poison began to spread . 
 
   This fact caused the Ivory Boars’ rage to reach unprecedented levels . 
 
   Kehuuuung!
 
   They let out loud roars in anger that seemed to cause the entire forest to shake . 
 
   Naturally, this caused all the sounds in the forest to stop . 
 
   Pop!
 
   This silence was then broken by another body falling onto an Ivory Boar and exploding . 
 
   Pop!
 
   And these attacks kept coming one after another . 
 
   Kehung!
 
   Every time these attacks happened, an Ivory Boar would scream in pain before collapsing to the ground . 
 
   After falling to the ground, these Ivory Boars’ eyes would begin to roll and they would start gasping for breath . 
 
   Seeing this, the other Ivory Boars began panicking . 
 
   Kung?
 
   What the hell was happening in the sky?
 
   This question that they couldn’t learn the answer to caused the Ivory Boars to become even more terrified and confused . 
 
   And for these Ivory Boars, it was impossible for them to escape this situation . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The fear that if they left the group they would become like the corpses falling from the sky caused them to cluster up even tighter . 
 
   The Ivory Boars had gotten so close that they were all rubbing against each other . 
 
   Pop!
 
   Once again, a corpse fell upon an Ivory Boar and exploded . 
 
   Kehung!
 
   The Ivory Boar who had become covered in gore screamed out, but nonetheless, the Ivory Boars didn’t scatter . 
 
   Instead, they seemed to try to get as close to their companions as possible . 
 
   “This is the first time in my life that I’ve ever felt sorry for Ivory Boars . ”
 
   As he watched this scene together with Kim Woo-jin from a distance, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but comment on this scene . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   Meanwhile, Kim Woo-jin heard the notification indicating a level up, so he decided to check his status window . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin . ]
 
   – Level: 139
 
   – Halo: Emissary of the Underworld . 
 
   – Stats: HP(416+1155)/Stamina(2+499)/Magic Power(3+1032)
 
   – Achievement: 120
 
   – Extra Points: 3
 
   Level 139 . 
 
   This was the result of his explosive growth rate . 
 
   “Did you level up?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah threw out this question as he saw Kim Woo-jin’s reaction . 
 
   “It’s really relaxed . Isn’t it weird to level up like this?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah shook his head while asking . 
 
   “Isn’t it? A real man has to work hard and sweat to achieve a sense of accomplishment . ”
 
   When he heard that, Kim Woo-jin let out a laugh . 
 
   In fact, before returning to the past, Kim Woo-jin was also someone who felt a sense of accomplishment like that . 
 
   He used to get an indescribable sense of accomplishment in the fact that he had used his sweat and blood to help save the world . 
 
   In other words, he only gained a sense of accomplishment by saving the world, and not by hunting . 
 
   That fact was true even now . 
 
   ‘I need to find a more efficient way . ’
 
   At this moment, Kim Woo-jin was still devising more comfortable and efficient ways to achieve better results without needing to sweat or bleed . 
 
   “Hey, are you listening to me?”
 
   “If you want to sweat so badly, then I have no choice but to let you sweat . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “I’ll send you to the battlefield right away so you can sweat . ”
 
   Kieek!
 
   Kyaha!
 
   At that moment, a Skeleton Knight and a Wyvern appeared to collect another body to throw, and Kim Woo-jin gestured towards them with his chin . 
 
   “It’ll be much faster by air . ”
 
   Terrified, Lee Jin-ah hurriedly said . 
 
   “What’s the point of sweating? All you’ll do is feel and smell sweaty, that’s all . ”
 
   After saying that, he took a step back . 
 
   “I’ll go scout around a little . ”
 
   He quickly escaped because he felt he really might experience what it was like to be thrown into a group of monsters by a Wyvern . 
 
   Looking at Lee Jin-ah, Kim Woo-jin had a slight thought . 
 
   ‘When the Blessing of River Styx reaches transcendent rank, the resilience of the user would also transcend common sense . In that case, it would definitely be possible to throw them into the middle of a group of monsters with a Wyvern, even if it’s a bit unreasonable . ’
 
   It would be an indescribable merit to be able to quickly reach the heart of an enemy camp, and Kim Woo-jin had no intention of letting go of that merit . 
 
   ‘The moment Lee Jin-ah’s Blessing of River Styx skill reaches transcendent rank, our tactical capabilities will increase drastically . ’
 
   While Kim Woo-jin was thinking about how best to use Lee Jin-ah with his new aerial abilities, the herd of Ivory Boars had already fallen to single digits . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who had gone to scout the area, came back to Kim Woo-jin and said . 
 
   “Look what I found over there . ”
 
   There was a human skull in his hand . 
 
   …
 
   It was very simple to tell whether players had entered a dungeon gate or not .  
 
   If the dungeon’s title information appeared when a player reached out to it, that meant that there was no one alive in the dungeon . On the contrary, if the dungeon gate felt like a wall, and there was no notification, this meant that there were living players in the dungeon . 
 
   This was common knowledge that all players were aware of . 
 
   Common sense that couldn’t be overturned in any way . 
 
   “Are you sure it was here?”
 
   But Shakira couldn’t accept that common sense at that moment . 
 
   After asking that, she reached out her hand to the dungeon gate that appeared inside a huge tree trunk . 
 
   The dungeon gate looked like a rift in space that would suck her hand in immediately . 
 
   Tuk . 
 
   However, her hand, as if blocked by a wall, could not enter the dungeon gate . 
 
   “Are you certain?”
 
   Afterwards, she turned to look at her subordinate who nodded firmly . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “W-, without a doubt . ”
 
   “Can you bet your life on it?”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “Can you bet your life on your words?”
 
   When Shakira repeated her question, the subordinate shut their mouth quickly . 
 
   Seeing this, Shakira spoke . 
 
   “If this is true, I will have to risk my life to pass this information on to the boss, so can you bet or not?”
 
   When he heard that, the subordinate hesitantly opened his mouth . 
 
   “I-, I’m sure . A-, all the evidence shows that Isaac Ivanov entered this 6 Floor dungeon . ”
 
   After hearing that, Shakira immediately lifted the satellite phone in her hand, and made a call . 
 
   It was picked up immediately . 
 
   -What’s the situation?
 
   It was a call to the Lightning King . 
 
   Shakira then spoke with certainty . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov’s party entered a 6 Floor dungeon . ”
 
   -6 Floor dungeon?
 
   Even the Lightning King couldn’t help but confirm in a surprised tone when he heard that . 
 
   For the Lightning King, he couldn’t even imagine that Isaac Ivanov, who had recently made his debut in 5 Floor dungeons would attack a 6 Floor one . 
 
   “Yes, I’m sure . It’s clear that they entered the E+ rank 6 Floor dungeon, Blackened Forest . ”
 
   Along with those words, Shakira looked down at the document in her hands . 
 
   [Blackened Forest]
 
   – Floors: 6
 
   – Difficulty: E+ rank
 
   – Maximum number of Entries: 281
 
   – Requirement: Level 200 and below
 
   – Challenge Conditions: Take care of the Leader of the Blackened Forest!
 
   – Reward: None
 
   It was a dungeon report for the 6 Floor dungeon, Blackened Forest . 
 
   In addition, the report showed many signs of being read .  
 
   This was proof that this wasn’t just a dungeon the Thunderbird Company had information about . 
 
   This was also why Shakira’s expression was so stiff . 
 
   -Didn’t Isaac Ivanov know what kind of dungeon it was when he entered it?
 
   And that was also the reason why the Lightning King’s voice was so strange . 
 
   -I can’t believe he entered the dungeon the traitor escaped into . 
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   The current era was one where players controlled the fate of the world . 
 
   And in such an era, there was no one who thought that the fights and competitions among players were clean, fair, or just . 
 
   The reality was that there were all kinds of hidden power struggles that made it seem like the world had reentered the World War or Cold War era . 
 
   However, those who were not within the circle of these struggles would never know they were happening . 
 
   And in this era, it would be strange if there were no spies in the various, influential player organisations around the world that were outside the respective governments’ reach, like the Thunderbird Company . 
 
   Numerous spies had been sent by many nations and powers to steal things or even to do harm to the company . 
 
   The Lightning King knew this fact very well . 
 
   -As you know, there are countless spies from different countries and guilds among my men . But if I get rid of them then the company would never be able to grow . On the other hand, the funny thing is that because they’re spies, they’re all very good at buying my trust . 
 
   Moreover, he even used this as a way to increase his power . 
 
   -So I made a rule . I don’t care who works for me, all I need are their abilities and results . However, if I catch anyone playing any tricks, that’s the end . 
 
   However, the Lightning King punished every spy he caught severely . 
 
   -So I will say it again . If you really do get caught betraying, you will wish for death . 
 
   It was a punishment so cruel that it might be better to get eaten alive by monsters!
 
   And this is part of the reason he earned the name ‘Lightning King’ . 
 
   He used fear to stop his organisation from collapsing and unbelievably, it worked . 
 
   It even caused some spies to betray their guilds and countries and turn to the Lightning King, which caused the company to grow even more explosively . 
 
   Of course, there were also those who firmly performed their designated tasks, despite the sheer horror of the Lightning King . 
 
   -If you can accept that, Carlos, then from now on, you’re one of my men . 
 
   Carlos Perez was one of those people with a strong will . 
 
   -Carlos! Amazing, you’re really amazing!
 
   He hid his identity for as long as two years, risking his life for the Lightning King, and even becoming one of the Lightning King’s right hand men . 
 
   However, his identity was later found out . 
 
   And he knew that the Lightning King would definitely catch him before he could get too far . 
 
   So he made a decision . 
 
   -He’ll catch me no matter what . 
 
   -If I get caught then everything will be lost . 
 
   -Worst of all, I might reveal too much information due to torture . 
 
   -It’s better to seal everything than let him find out . 
 
   Instead of waiting for the Lightning King to catch him, he stole an item from the Lightning King and entered a 6 Floor dungeon in the Amazon Rainforest together with his teammates . 
 
   -To get back this item he’ll at least have to attack this dungeon personally, so he’ll have to risk his own life . 
 
   The Lightning King himself would have to enter the 6 Floor dungeon together with his strongest players in order to retrieve the item . 
 
   -I need to go as high as possible . 
 
   -I can’t leave it on the first floor . 
 
   Even after entering the dungeon, Carlos Perez began climbing the dungeon floors together with his nineteen teammates . 
 
   -The third floor . 
 
   The cleared the first and even the second floors before finally reaching the third floor . 
 
   It was actually an incredible feat that twenty players had managed to reach the third floor of a 6 Floor dungeon, even if they were players who were active in 5 Floor dungeons . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was a feat that couldn’t be explained with anything other than skill and luck . 
 
   It was the sense of duty that Carlos and his team had that allowed them to accomplish this miracle . 
 
   -Carlos, in order to save the world, please become the Lightning King’s right hand man .  
 
   -End this game and save the world with me . 
 
   A sense of duty to save the world under the banner of the Messiah Guild and the Savior!
 
   When he reached the point of Carlos Perez’s conversation with Lee Se-jun, Kim Woo-jin closed his eyes . 
 
   ‘Right, the Messiah Guild must have wanted to create a dagger with which to stab the Lightning King in the heart from behind . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin wasn’t surprised by Carlos Perez’s story . 
 
   In fact, this was quite natural for him . 
 
   ‘To save the world . ’ 
 
   Under that banner, the Messiah used every means and method it was able to, including the alpha hunting dog, Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Furthermore, it would be strange if Kim Woo-jin who had seen the true face of the Messiah Guild was surprised by Carlos’ story . 
 
   ‘Nevertheless, this is pretty amazing . ’
 
   What was truly surprising was the item that Carlos Perez had stolen from the Lightning King . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin turned his head to look at the haft of a hammer in his hand . 
 
   [Sealed Hammer Haft]
 
   – Rating: Unique
 
   – Physical Attack: 1
 
   – Description: The haft of a hammer that has been sealed by a mysterious force . A special power is required to undo the seal . 
 
   It looked like an insignificant item, but Kim Woo-jin knew what this item really was . 
 
   ‘The haft of Mjolnir(1) . ’
 
   Mjolnir!
 
   It was the hammer that represented the God of Thunder, Thor, who everyone knew about, and was a weapon that had the strength to make it rank in the top 10 of all weapons obtained from dungeons . 
 
   Unfortunately, this weapon had never appeared in the world . (TL: then how does Kim Woo-jin know…?)
 
   Similar to the Nine Tailed Fox’s tails, Mjolnir was not a weapon that came complete . 
 
   Instead, one would need to obtain the hammer haft and hammer head, before paying a heavy price to unseal it . 
 
   Until then, it was just a useless item . 
 
   ‘More than that, by leaving it in a dungeon like this, it means the Lightning King doesn’t know the true value of this item . ’
 
   In fact, he was certain that the Lightning King had absolutely no idea just how valuable this item was . 
 
   If he knew that it was the haft of Mjolnir, he definitely would have taken the risk to enter the dungeon and obtain . 
 
   ‘This is better than I expected . ’
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, this was truly an unexpected jackpot . 
 
   ‘Other than Mjolnir’s haft…’
 
   Of course, there was also another jackpot . 
 
   ‘Secret information about Thunderbird and the Lightning King . ’
 
   Carlos Perez had been completing life threatening missions for the Lightning King for more than two years . 
 
   He was practically the Lightning King’s hunting dog . 
 
   By acting as a hunting dog, he had been able to learn many of the secrets the Lightning King was hiding . 
 
   ‘I didn’t think he’d know so much about the items the Lightning King has hiding away . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   He obtained information about the types of items the Lightning King had stored away, and where exactly he was hiding them . 
 
   ‘It’s a shame . ’
 
   Unfortunately for Kim Woo-jin, it could only be taken as a steak in a painting . 
 
   To try to touch those items was the same as declaring war on the Lightning King . 
 
   For Kim Woo-jin, who still intended to obtain things from the Lightning King, war was not a good option . 
 
   ‘War with the Lightning King can be put on hold until I get the Lich summoning skill . ’
 
   Lich Summoning!
 
   Thinking about this powerful skill, Kim Woo-jin put aside thoughts of war for now . 
 
   When Kim Woo-jin finally opened his eyes, there were no signs of hesitation or worry in his eyes . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah, it’s time to start hunting . ”
 
   There was only the cold gaze of a hunting dog . 
 
   Then, the attack on the 6 Floor dungeon continued . 
 
   …
 
   “How many days has it been?”
 
   A subordinate answered Oh Se-chan’s question . 
 
   “Today is the 40th day . ”
 
   “The 40th day…”
 
   It was the 40th day since Lee Jin-ah and Kim Woo-jin had entered the 6 Floor dungeon . 
 
   The two of them were still in the process of clearing the dungeon . 
 
   “This is the most time Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah have taken to clear a dungeon . ”
 
   It also signified the most time the two of them had ever spent in a dungeon . 
 
   “What does it mean?”
 
   Of course, this meant something for Oh Se-chan . 
 
   “The 40th day . ”
 
   After repeating it one more time, he entered the number 40 into a program he had created over these 40 days . 
 
   See this, his subordinate couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   “What are you doing?”
 
   “I was bored, so I made a program . ”
 
   “A program?”
 
   “A program that will calculate Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah’s current level . ”
 
   The subordinate was amazed . 
 
   “Is that even possible?”
 
   “It’s not impossible given the amount of data we have collected so far . While we might not have any information about the dungeon, we still have plenty of data from Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah . Of course, the error rate would still be quite large, but it should give us an approximation . ”
 
   The others began paying attention to their conversation as well . 
 
   After all, it was quite an interesting subject . 
 
   Currently, the speed of growth that Lee Jin-ah displayed defied common sense . 
 
   They were sure they’d get a surprising result . 
 
   “What are the results?”
 
   Another subordinate couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   “It takes some time to calculate . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   After giving that answer, Oh Se-chan paused for a moment before continuing . 
 
   “How about we bet our snacks, huh? The person whose choice is closer to the right number will get all the snacks!”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s suggestion made all his subordinates slump slightly . 
 
   “Isn’t that heavily in your favor, boss?”
 
   “Are you thinking about taking away our snacks now?”
 
   “Won’t the boss take the snacks and sell them secondhand for money?”
 
   It was obvious that Oh Se-chan who created the program would have the most advantageous position in the bet . 
 
   In response to his subordinates’ words, Oh Se-chan opened his desk and removed an item with a smile . 
 
   “If you agree to bet, I will bet this . ”
 
   What he took out was a shell shaped chocolate that could be found in the duty-free stores in airports . 
 
   Everyone was shocked by the appearance of such an expensive chocolate . 
 
   “Oh my God, are you serious?”
 
   “You would give up a chocolate bar like that? Are you really the boss?”
 
   Their expressions were the same as if they heard the world was about to be destroyed . 
 
   One of them asked the important question . 
 
   “Where did you get that from? You couldn’t have bought it yourself . ”
 
   “Ah, it was a gift, a gift!”
 
   Everyone’s expressions stiffened when they heard the word gift . 
 
   “A gift for Isaac Ivanov…”
 
   “Why didn’t you leave it alone? You’ll get in trouble if you eat it . ”
 
   This was because he had a lot of experience getting in trouble after eating gifts for Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “Don’t worry about that!”
 
   But Oh Se-chan gave his subordinates some good news . 
 
   “Because this is Lee Jin-ah’s . ”
 
   The moment they heard that, the subordinate’s expressions changed . 
 
   “Level 138!”
 
   “Level 139!”
 
   Immediately, they began to call out numbers one after another . 
 
   In fact, several numbers were being called at the same time . 
 
   Finally, Oh Se-chan gave his bet . 
 
   “Level 146 . ”
 
   Before entering the 6 Floor dungeon, Kim Woo-jin was around level 130 . 
 
   Even if he did overrun, it was still absurd for him to reach level 146 . 
 
   “Isn’t it 6 Floors?”
 
   “Would he focus on clearing the dungeon or hunting monsters?”
 
   Above all, they were certain that Isaac Ivanov would try to efficiently clear the dungeon since it was his first dungeon attack . 
 
   Oh Se-chan smiled and tapped his finger against his bald head . 
 
   “I programmed it . My prediction is definitely as good as the computer’s . ”
 
   His subordinates’ expressions became stiff at his confident words . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘After all, I didn’t intend to give it to you anyway . ’
 
   ‘I don’t wanna eat it alone, so I made a bet and cheated a bit . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan had just been looking for a justification for eating the expensive chocolate . 
 
   Beep!
 
   “Okay, it’s done!”
 
   The calculation was finished . Oh Se-chan turned to the monitor with a triumphant expression on his face . 
 
   “What the hell?”
 
   At the same time, Oh Se-chan’s eyes widened as he shouted . 
 
   “Level 150?! How does that make sense?”
 
   …
 
   Usually, Kim Woo-jin didn’t really care if he leveled up or not while hunting . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your achievements . ]
 
   But this time was different . 
 
   ‘Level 150 . ’
 
   The moment he heard the notification that he’d reached level 150, he had no choice but to stop paying attention to his hunting . 
 
   ‘I never expected to get so far . ’
 
   Moreover, achieving level 150 was completely unexpected for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘The Skeleton Knight skill reaching transcendent rank was a big help . ’
 
   If the Skeleton Knight skill hadn’t reached transcendent rank, he would not have been able to tame the Wyverns . 
 
   Of course, that feeling didn’t last very long . 
 
   ‘Now I can use Dullahan . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin could finally learn the Dullahn skill now that he’d reached level 150 . 
 
   He tried to calculate just how much his strength would increase with the help of that skill . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin heard another notification . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld sends you a special gift . ]
 
   It was a notification telling him the Emissary of the Underworld had sent a gift to congratulate him for reaching level 150 . 
 
   It was a pleasant notification . 
 
   It felt like receiving a birthday present . 
 
   -Oh, oh, oh!
 
   Suddenly, he heard Lee Jin-ah’s voice through the Skeleton Soldier he was connected to . 
 
   -Uohh!!
 
   Kim Woo-jin cleared his mind after hearing Lee Jin-ah’s shouts and asked . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah, what’s happening?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin prepared to rush to the battlefield as he asked that question . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah responded with a cry of joy . 
 
   -It reached transcendent rank! The Blessing of River Styx reached transcendent rank! Hahaha!
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled at those words . 
 
   “Congratulations . ”
 
   It was a smile filled with sincere joy . 
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   The Blackened Forest . 
 
   Everything in this vast, vast forest was dyed black, be it the trees, rocks, and even the ground . 
 
   Whoosh . 
 
   A fierce gale blew through this forest . 
 
   And then, in the places where this wind blew, the true face of the blackened forest, which was originally an ordinary forest, was revealed . 
 
   It turned out that this forest was actually made black, instead, everything in the forest was covered in black powder . 
 
   And it wasn’t ordinary powder either . 
 
   [Black powder flutters . ]
 
   [A terrible poison scatters . ] (TL: I feel like a poet)
 
   Instead, this black powder was actually a terrible poison that could destroy a person’s lungs just by being breathed in . 
 
   “Hooo!”
 
   And in this black powder, Kim Woo-jin took a deep breath, sucking this black powder directly into his lungs . 
 
   He immediately heard a notification . 
 
   [You have been afflicted with a terrible poison . ]
 
   The notification emphasized the terribleness of this poison . 
 
   Upon realising that fact, a player’s face would have become white with fear in an instant . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin didn’t do that . 
 
   [Apophis’ power activates . ]
 
   [The effect of the poison is negated . ]
 
   No poison could work in front of the power of Apophis . 
 
   [The black powder poison accumulates in your body and strengthens Blood Poison . ]
 
   Instead, the poison integrated with Kim Woo-jin’s body and made his Blood Poison even more horrific . 
 
   It was a very terrifying scene . 
 
   Maned Orangutans, monsters whose manes put lion’s manes to shame, were known for their power and ferocity . 
 
   They always moved in groups of around one hundred, but it was possible for that to increase if a boss monster spawned among them . 
 
   In that case, the groups could even reach ten thousand members . 
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   [Maned Orangutans have been afflicted by Blood Poison . ]
 
   [Maned Orangutans’ stats have been greatly reduced . ]
 
   [Maned Orangutans’ have lost their senses because of Blood Poison . ]
 
   The reason why hundreds of Maned Orangutans, giant 2 meter tall monkeys, had their eyes roll up and their mouths foam as they collapsed to the ground basically waiting to die . 
 
   Moreover, these Maned Orangutans’ had poison resistances strong enough to resist the forest’s black powder . 
 
   How could one possibly fight these creatures when even breathing was a risk?
 
   This was the level of difficulty one expected from a sixth floor . 
 
   ‘It’s easier than I expected . ’
 
   But now, this place had become a walk in the park for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘I thought it would be harder than this . ’
 
   This was neither a bluff nor arrogance .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was simply a fact that the sixth floor of the dungeon was much easier than Kim Woo-jin initially expected . 
 
   ‘The Blood Poison will be a great help . ’
 
   Thanks to its strengthening by the black powder, Kim Woo-jin’s blood poison had reached a stage where it could easily destroy the Maned Orangutans despite their strong poison resistance . 
 
   That was why Kim Woo-jin found the situation to be unexpected . 
 
   And there was one more unexpected situation . 
 
   Guaah!
 
   [Dullahan has taken another life . ]
 
   [Dullahan’s energy becomes stronger . ]
 
   ‘Dullahan’s abilities are much stronger than I expected . ’
 
   Dullahan!
 
   This new skill that Kim Woo-jin had acquired turned out to be much stronger than he initially expected . 
 
   This was the reason he found the sixth floor to be a walk in the park, and why he stopped paying attention to the 6 Floor dungeon . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   “Yeah . ”
 
   “We’re leaving . ”
 
   He just looked at the dungeon gate with a mysterious gaze . 
 
   …
 
   “Good to see you . ”
 
   It was Shakira’s voice that greeted Kim Woo-jin as he stepped out of the dungeon gate . 
 
   That was it . 
 
   Only her voice and nothing else could be heard . 
 
   The sounds of automatic rifles being loaded, the sounds of guns being fired nor the sound of people crying for them to ‘put their hands up’ could be heard!
 
   “What about Isaac?”
 
   As soon as she asked that question, two more people left the dungeon gate . 
 
   They were Kim Woo-jin’s alter ego wearing the mask of Isaac Ivanov and Lee Jin-ah in his mask .  
 
   After seeing it was them, Shakira nodded . 
 
   Then, curious, Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but say . 
 
   “You’re acting much more hospitable than I expected . ”
 
   Why didn’t they attack?
 
   When she heard this, Shakira gave a big smile, showing off her pearly white teeth . 
 
   “It’s natural to treat a valuable force who can clear a 6 Floor dungeon in this way . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin narrowed his eyes at that answer . 
 
   It wasn’t wrong . 
 
   It was truly a historical event for Isaac Ivanov’s party of three to clear a 6 Floor dungeon as it showed that they had the power of a large guild’s elite team . 
 
   Therefore this amount of hospitality was natural . 
 
   ‘This isn’t like the Lightning King . ’
 
   However, the Lightning King that Kim Woo-jin knew was never a person who paid attention to things like that . 
 
   ‘If at least one limb isn’t missing…’
 
   In this situation, Kim Woo-jin expected the Lightning King to only want to talk to them after making them bleed a little . 
 
   Naturally, he noticed this immediately . 
 
   ‘Something must’ve happened . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Something must have happened while he was inside the dungeon . 
 
   ‘Oh Se-chan must’ve done something . ’
 
   He was sure that Oh Se-chan had done something from the background . 
 
   ‘Something concerning the Messiah Guild . ’
 
   And it had to be something to do with the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Otherwise, there was no reason why the Lightning King would behave in this way . 
 
   After realising this, Kim Woo-jin relaxed a bit, then he turned to ‘Isaac Ivanov’ and said . 
 
   “I’ll talk to the boss . ”
 
   ‘Isaac Ivanov’ nodded . 
 
   Then, as if she was waiting, Shakira handed a satellite phone to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   -First I need you to answer a question . 
 
   Then the Lightning King asked his question immediately . 
 
   -Could you win in a fight against Johann Georg?
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered that without hesitation . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov isn’t the type to back down from a fight,”
 
   -Give Shakira the phone . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin threw the phone back to Shakira who caught it, put it to her ear and immediately started talking . 
 
   Soon after, she turned to Kim Woo-jin and said . 
 
   “Congratulations, you’ll be able to escape the Amazon in perfect condition . ”
 
   Afterwards, she beckoned with her hands and the troops that had been waiting behind her immediately began to move . 
 
   It was a shocking number . 
 
   From what they could see, there were hundreds of people there, and when they all moved, the sound was shocking . 
 
   Tututututu!
 
   At some point, even the sound of a helicopter could be heard . 
 
   It was a force large enough to wage war . 
 
   “Now, withdraw!”
 
   As Shakira shouted, the seemingly messy army began moving in an orderly manner . 
 
   It was at this moment that Thunder proved just why they were able to dominate a place like the Amazon Rainforest . 
 
   Then Shakira beckoned for them to get on the helicopter . 
 
   ‘How fortunate . ’
 
   Looking at this scene, Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but feel that they were a bit lucky . 
 
   ‘It wouldn’t have been possible to quietly escape from this number . ’
 
   If there was a fight, it would’ve been impossible for them to escape safely like they did last time, and in the end, a bloody war would have ensued . 
 
   ‘I’m glad we didn’t have to kill all of these people and start a war with the Lightning King . ’
 
   As Kim Woo-jin boarded the helicopter, he once again thought it was fortunate everything was able to end peacefully . 
 
   Shakira handed a pair of headphones and a newspaper to Kim Woo-jin as he entered the helicopter . 
 
   “Let me explain to you what happened . ”
 
   …
 
   When a new hero appears, people will naturally cheer a lot at first . 
 
   But this usually didn’t last very long . 
 
   At some point, the cheers would twist into suspicion and envy, which would eventually lead to hardships . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   This was why those heroes in heroic stories always faced countless hardships . 
 
   The same was true for Johann Georg and the ten . 
 
   [Johann Georg and the Ten successfully clear three consecutive dungeons!]
 
   When Johann Georg came out of the third dungeon, he appeared before the public for the first time . 
 
   [Three 5 Floor dungeons finished in 72 days!]
 
   [The Dungeon Destroyer has appeared!]
 
   [A new Savior is born!]
 
   Cheers and praises came as usual . 
 
   But not long after, the spear of envy and doubt was pointed towards Johann Georg . 
 
   Among them, there was one suspicion that stood out . 
 
   [Is it true that Johann Georg attacked three dungeons?]
 
   [Did Johann Georg and the Ten really attack those dungeons by themselves?]
 
   [Johann Georg refused to share any information about the dungeon, could this all be a scam?]
 
   Doubts began to surface about whether Johann Georg and the Ten truly cleared three 5 Floor dungeons in 72 days as they claimed . 
 
   In fact, it was natural to doubt . 
 
   In a world where one could obtain tremendous wealth and fame simply from clearing a dungeon, there were naturally numerous cases of fraudulent dungeon attack reports . 
 
   -Honestly, it’s hard to believe . Does something like that even make sense?
 
   ㄴPlus it was way too fast . There were no press conferences and no dungeon briefings . The process was too opaque
 
   ㄴ Maybe they weren’t 5 Floor dungeons, maybe they were 4 Floor dungeons that they lied and said were 5 Floor . 
 
   ㄴ It makes no sense that they’d be able to challenge three 5 Floor dungeons in two months . 
 
   Furthermore, even if the process had been transparent, it would still be questioned as it was simply too unbelievable . 
 
   Of course, ordinary people were just suspicious . 
 
   The players were different . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov alone is a headache . We can’t let another guy like that run around . ”
 
   “Nothing good would come of it for us if the public opinion of this Johann Georg guy increases . ”
 
   It was impossible for the players to accept the appearance of a third savior after they already suffered losses from the Messiah Guild and Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “The public’s opinion is already bad . ”
 
   More importantly, the appearance of a new savior was certain to cause problems in the path of the new Special Player Protection Act’s passing . 
 
   The problem was how . 
 
   It was impossible to hinder Johann Georg, who was already rolling on numerous successes, with just a few doubts . 
 
   -In the end, he’s still below Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Instead, what they decided to do was compare him to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   -He can’t do anything on his own can he?
 
   -In the end, Isaac Ivanov is still the best . 
 
   -Not just below, Johann Georg is just copying Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   -Right, Johann Georg is just a copycat . 
 
   They did whatever they could to make him fall into a ditch . 
 
   This was the situation that greeted Kim Woo-jin after he cleared the 6 Floor dungeon . 
 
   In this situation, the Lightning King gave him an order . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov and Johann Georg, make them fight . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was literally an order . 
 
   An order that couldn’t be refused . 
 
   That’s why Kim Woo-jin simply asked . 
 
   “What happens after Isaac Ivanov fights against Johann Georg?”
 
   As if satisfied with his attitude, the Lightning King shared some information with him . 
 
   “Johann Georg is backed by the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   After hearing that, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes narrowed . 
 
   “Is that true?”
 
   After Kim Woo-jin asked that question, the Lightning King smiled like he had been expecting it . 
 
   Of course, he didn’t explain how or why he knew that information . 
 
   This was not something a king needed to do when he gave his official an order . 
 
   “In this situation, if the relationship between Isaac Ivanov and Johann Georg turns sour, it will naturally cause the Messiah Guild to go against Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   Instead, it would just be a one sided discussion . 
 
   “Then…”
 
   So even when Kim Woo-jin tried to speak, the Lightning King ignored him and continued talking . 
 
   “So if Isaac Ivanov kills Johann Georg in the fight, he would have long crossed the Rubicon . ”
 
   After the Lightning King said these thunderous words, silence fell upon the room for a moment . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin carefully opened his mouth in that silence . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov will not try to kill him unless Johann Georg tries to kill him first . There’s nothing I can do about that . ”
 
   It was an understandable statement .  
 
   However, despite this cold water-esque statement, the look in the Lightning King’s eyes didn’t change . 
 
   It seemed he really wouldn’t let him refuse his order .  
 
   In fact, the Lightning King then spoke in a clear voice . 
 
   “Then you kill him . In any case, there wouldn’t be a difference from the Messiah Guild’s perspective . ”
 
   There was a fierce light shining in the Lightning King’s eyes that seemed to tell Kim Woo-jin one thing . 
 
   ‘If you want to live, kill Johann Georg!’
 
   When he saw that, Kim Woo-jin grit his teeth . 
 
   He thought for a long time, but the Lightning King didn’t hurry him . 
 
   “Understood . ”
 
   Finally, Kim Woo-jin nodded . 
 
   “I will kill Johann Georg . ”
 
   When he heard the expected answer, the Lightning King nodded . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin continued . 
 
   “If I kill him, you have to give me something . ”
 
   The Lightning King gave a murderous smile when he heard this . 
 
   “Do you think you’re in a position to ask a price?”
 
   “The moment I kill Johann Georg, Park Yong-wan would definitely become suspicious of me . Moreover, there’s a high probability that I would be expelled from the Phoenix Guild . ”
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin didn’t back down . 
 
   “So please give me a key position in Thunderbird . ”
 
   After saying that, Kim Woo-jin displayed a look of determination, and upon seeing this, the murderous smile dropped from the Lightning King’s lips . 
 
   “Fine, if you succeed this time, I will give you the position as my number two . ”
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   “Really?”
 
   Fortaleza was a lawless city where there were constant sounds of gunfire and screams . 
 
   However, Lee Jin-ah, who had just returned to their accommodation, which when compared to the Amazon Rainforest could be called a paradise, didn’t pay any attention to the sounds from the outside as he asked in surprise .  
 
   “Are you really gonna kill that Johann Georg guy? Ah!”
 
   He was so surprised that he hadn’t noticed the chocolate ice-cream he was eating from a large spoon slip off and fall to the floor . 
 
   “Ah, dammit! My ice-cream!”
 
   The ice-cream that fell to the floor began to melt, and the stifling atmosphere in the room seemed to melt with it . 
 
   Of course, even in such a situation, the tenseness in Kim Woo-jin’s eyes did not decrease at all . 
 
   “The task this time is important in many ways . It’ll be an important turning point for our future . ”
 
   This time it wasn’t just about preserving Isaac Ivanov’s reputation . 
 
   “The moment Johann Georg dies, our war with the Messiah Guild will officially begin . And it’ll be a war that won’t end until one side is destroyed . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin expected it to be an incident comparable with the Shooting of Sarajevo, which caused World War I . 
 
   No, he was hoping it would . 
 
   ‘Then I’ll get to see Lee Se-jun’s neck . ’
 
   It was natural for hunters to wait patiently for their expected prey to appear .  
 
   In many ways, the atmosphere had no choice but to be serious . 
 
   “…Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   “Y-, yeah?”
 
   “You’re not really going to lick up something that fell to the floor, are you?”
 
   However, when he watched Lee Jin-ah crawl to the puddle of ice-cream that formed on the floor, Kim Woo-jin couldn’t stop his body from relaxing . 
 
   When he heard Kim Woo-jin’s words, Lee Jin-ah spoke up hurriedly . 
 
   “Ah, what do you take me for?! Hey! Do you really think I’d eat something like this?! I was just trying to clean it up before it makes a mess . I definitely didn’t plan to eat the top of it or anything!”
 
   Although he said this, Lee Jin-ah’s eyes were filled with regret . 
 
   And he was acting this way despite the fact that there were still two large buckets of the same ice-cream in the refrigerator .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin could only shake his head . 
 
   After cleaning up the ice-cream with a look of regret on his face, Lee Jin-ah finally said . 
 
   “So what does Se-chan think?”
 
   “I haven’t managed to talk to him yet . ”
 
   “Yet?”
 
   “I went to the contact site but no one was there . ”
 
   “Isn’t that dangerous?”
 
   The communication itself wasn’t the problem . 
 
   It was slow, but there was the internet, calls, and even satellite communication was available for a fee .  
 
   The problem was that if they weren’t careful, a trail could be left . 
 
   And as Lee Jin-ah said, it could be dangerous . 
 
   “If we rush it’ll be even more dangerous . ”
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin knew that the truly dangerous thing would be to behave recklessly . 
 
   “Just wait, he’ll contact you . Oh Se-chan’s abilities are amazing . ”
 
   Above all, Oh Se-chan’s capabilities were truly top notch . 
 
   ‘After all, the Messiah Guild killed Oh Se-chan for a reason . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but wonder if part of the reason why the Messiah Guild was able to do what they wanted was because they killed Oh Se-chan . 
 
   ‘He’s the best partner . ’
 
   He was without a doubt the best partner anyone could ask for, so Kim Woo-jin wasn’t in a hurry . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “And regardless of what it is, all we have to do is prepare to fight Johann Georg in the future . ”
 
   Fight . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but give a bloodthirsty smile when he heard that word . 
 
   “We’re going to fight?”
 
   Under the assumption that the information released was true, the strength of Johann Georg and the Ten should be really high . 
 
   After all, it was amazing that they managed to clear three 5 Floor dungeons in 72 days with a party of 11 . 
 
   “We’ve reached 6 Floors . ”
 
   If so, were they capable of clearing 6 Floor dungeons?
 
   Most would give the same answer . 
 
   “We’re not on the same level . ”
 
   They were on completely different levels . 
 
   “That’s why the Lightning King wants us to fight them, isn’t it? It would be hard for us to lose . ”
 
   As Lee Jin-ah said, that was exactly why the Lightning King had made the proposal .  
 
   In truth, if Johann Georg knew that Isaac Ivanov and his team were already capable of clearing 6 Floor dungeons, the fight would never happen . 
 
   However, this fact was only known to the members of Thunderbird . 
 
   It was like cheating in a martial arts tournament by joining a lower weight class .  
 
   “Isn’t that it?”
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin was also aware of that . 
 
   ‘But even if that’s the case, Johann Georg definitely wouldn’t confront Isaac Ivanov easily . ’
 
   The Johann Georg that Kim Woo-jin knew was not careless . 
 
   ‘He hasn’t taken back the halo’s favouritism since I took it last time, so he definitely noticed . ’
 
   After all, there was a very clear point of contact between Isaac Ivanov and Johann Georg, the halo’s favouritism . 
 
   ‘It won’t be easy to create a stage . ’
 
   Because of this, Kim Woo-jin believed Johann Georg wouldn’t easily fight against Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘Oh Se-chan should be working on that already . ’
 
   That was probably why a media play was taking place at that moment . 
 
   Through the media play, the public opinion was becoming that Johann Georg was a pathetic dog who didn’t dare fight . 
 
   “Brother Se-chan will definitely lose some hair trying to organise this fight . Oh wait! He doesn’t have hair to lose! Hahahaha!”
 
   While Lee Jin-ah was laughing about Oh Se-chan’s hair, Kim Woo-jin’s phone began vibrating . 
 
   ‘Thunderbird?’
 
   It was none other than the phone the Lightning King had given to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   After checking the smartphone, Kim Woo-jin confirmed that he had received a text message . 
 
   [Johann Georg is asking to face off against Isaac Ivanov . ]
 
   …
 
   There was nothing more fun in the world than watching a fight . 
 
   [Johann Georg is confident he is better than Isaac Ivanov!]
 
   [Johann Georg, ‘I will not avoid a confrontation with Isaac Ivanov’ . ]
 
   [Johann Georg, ‘I’ll accept any competition in good faith’ . ]
 
   In that sense, Johann Georg’s declaration was enough to heat up the entire world . 
 
   -Are they really going to go against each other . 
 
   -A fight between Isaac Ivanov, who can clear anything and Johann Georg, who can clear faster than anyone else!
 
   -It’s a really big match!
 
   Isaac Ivanov and Johann Georg, which of the two was the best?
 
   -They wouldn’t kill each other, would they?
 
   ㄴThat shouldn’t be the case . Didn’t Johann Georg say he was accepting the competition in good faith?
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ㄴRegardless of what competition they decide to have, it’s most likely going to be in a dungeon . 
 
   ㄴWould it be something like who could clear the dungeon the fastest?
 
   ㄴNaturally . Because they’re real players!
 
   Above all, it was a competition that would bring everyone hope regardless of who won or lost . 
 
   This was the reason why everyone welcomed this competition . 
 
   Of course, the person who welcomed it the most was none other than Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Ay, the fish asked us to put the hook in its mouth before we even got a chance to pick up our rod . ”
 
   Just as Lee Jin-ah said, wasn’t this a situation where Johann Georg had created the stage for them that they were still struggling how to make?
 
   “All that’s left is to fight . ”
 
   Naturally, there was no reason for them to step away from the already set up table . 
 
   ‘Why?’
 
   But Kim Woo-jin wanted to know the reason . 
 
   ‘Why did he do it?’
 
   He wanted to know why Johann Georg had made such a decision . 
 
   ‘Johann Georg was never a man who’d make a hasty decision . ’
 
   At least the Johann Georg that Kim Woo-jin knew was not someone who would make a move without a specific reason . 
 
   ‘It has to be profitable in some way for him to do it . ’
 
   He would not move unless he could gain something from it, even if it meant losing the fight . 
 
   ‘Because it’s still possible to get a profit after losing…’
 
   Lee Jin-ah looked at Kim Woo-jin, who was thinking seriously, and asked . 
 
   “Why do you look like you want to take a shit?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered his question . 
 
   “I’m trying to figure out why Johann Georg is acting like this . ”
 
   “Isn’t that obvious?”
 
   “Obvious?”
 
   Looking at the surprised Kim Woo-jin, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but speak with a smug voice as if to say, ‘you don’t even know that?’ . 
 
   “You said he was sponsored by the Messiah Guild, didn’t you? So they must’ve given him a good weapon . Your confidence rises when you get a good item, doesn’t it? And the Messiah Guild isn’t a group that is short of good items . Kuh, I envy him . I wish I had that kind of support . ”
 
   As if intoxicated by his excitement, Lee Jin-ah continued speaking . 
 
   “Ah, now I want my own weapon . Not that battery-like Dragon Sword, but a sword that actually deals damage…”
 
   He wanted a good weapon too!
 
   Still immersed in his feelings, Lee Jin-ah turned to look at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Then he saw . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin was staring at him without any expression on his face . 
 
   At that moment, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but feel that his gaze was eerie . 
 
   “Ah, that doesn’t mean that I’m dissatisfied with the legendary items I got or that I’m dissatisfied with you…”
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin spoke . 
 
   “That’s it . ”
 
   “Ah, it’s fine! You don’t need to! I just need to work harder!”
 
   Kim Woo-jin ignored Lee Jin-ah who was trying to appear as submissive as possible . 
 
   “He wants to use this fight to rip off items from the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   It was then . 
 
   Woowoong . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin received a text message on his smartphone . 
 
   It was nothing but a spam text that had arrived, but after checking it, Kim Woo-jin got up and quietly got dressed . 
 
   “I’m going to talk to Oh Se-chan . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   …
 
   “It’s been a while since I heard your voice . How’ve you been?”
 
   -Not too bad . 
 
   “It seems you’ve been well . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan smiled as he spoke to Kim Woo-jin for the first time in a while . 
 
   “A lot has happened in that time . Would it be fine for me to give you a brief report of the situation?”
 
   As he spoke, Oh Se-chan picked up a fairly thick pile of documents from the desk in front of him . 
 
   -I think we can just skip the report . 
 
   “Skip it?”
 
   -There’s something more important than that to discuss . 
 
   When he heard that there was something more important, Oh Se-chan slowly looked down at the stack of documents in his hand . 
 
   He seemed to feel despondent about the fact that his hard work would have been for naught . 
 
   Of course, the subordinates who knew Oh Se-chan’s personality knew what he was actually thinking about . 
 
   ‘He’s regretting spending money for ink and paper . ’
 
   ‘He’s lamenting the fact that we’ll have to scrap the payer, making it a waste . ’
 
   Why else would Oh Se-chan make that kind of expression?
 
   “Is it really important?”
 
   With that expression still on his face, Oh Se-chan asked to confirm . 
 
   -The Lightning King gave me the order to kill Johann Georg . 
 
   When he heard that, Oh Se-chan threw the documents in his hand aside without any hesitation . 
 
   “Isaac? Or Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   -Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “The Lightning King must have confirmed the contact between Johann Georg and the Messiah Guild . That’s why he let Isaac Ivanov go without a fight . He plans to pit Isaac Ivanov against the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   With just the little information he obtained from Kim Woo-jin, Oh Se-chan was able to piece together the whole situation . 
 
   “Because it’s an order, it would have been impossible to refuse, so you must have demanded a price… You must have asked for something else since the Lightning King wouldn’t give you an item even if you asked for it . What did you ask for?”
 
   -If I kill Johann Georg, Park Yong-wan might abandon me, so I asked for an important position in Thunderbird . He said he’d give me the number two position, so I agreed . 
 
   Naturally, the moment he heard that, Oh Se-chan immediately saw through Kim Woo-jin’s intentions . 
 
   “You want to eat Thunderbird too?”
 
   -There’s no harm in having a backup . 
 
   “You’re a sniper . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan’s expression changed to one of amazement . 
 
   He couldn’t help it . 
 
   ‘Does he really intend to eat Thunderbird?’
 
   The Thunderbird Company was a military group with basically no influence from any government . 
 
   Eating this group was not the same as securing legendary items . 
 
   ‘Is he confident he can kill the Lightning King?’
 
   More importantly, to eat Thunderbird, he’d have to first kill the leader of Thunderbird .  
 
   It meant that Kim Woo-jin was determined to do just that . 
 
   “Anyway, we’ll get to that later, the immediate concern is the challenge with Johann Georg . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan smiled at that . 
 
   “We didn’t have to do much since he came to us on his own . ”
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin said . 
 
   -Johann Georg doesn’t intend to beat Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “What?”
 
   -He wants to use this confrontation to receive more support from the Messiah Guild . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   That was enough . 
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   With the information Kim Woo-jin had just provided him, Oh Se-chan was able to get a firm understanding of Johann Georg’s plan . 
 
   “Amazing . ”
 
   And he felt admiration . 
 
   “He’s trying to eat the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   Eat the Messiah Guild?
 
   From the perspective of Oh Se-chan, who knew the true face of the Messiah Guild, this was truly a chilling realisation . 
 
   Moreover, this was clearly not an impulsive action by Johann Georg . 
 
   “That’s why he attacked three dungeons in a row . ”
 
   Johann Georg had previously attacked three dungeons in the shortest time . 
 
   “Johann Georg was already thinking about confronting Isaac Ivanov at that time, and he planned to make it a challenge of challenging dungeons consecutively . ”
 
   And it was highly likely that that was the way he would choose to compete against Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “That way, there’s more to eat . ”
 
   With one dungeon, he could only receive support once, but if it was three times in a row, he would be able to receive three times the support . 
 
   “And if it was a close competition, he would receive even more support . ”
 
   What if there was a near tie during the competition?
 
   “No matter how upset the Messiah Guild would be, they wouldn’t be able to abandon Johann George at that point . ”
 
   From the Messiah Guild’s perspective, they would have no choice but to continue to invest in Johann Georg . 
 
   “So in the end it will be a time attack . ”
 
   After deducing that, Oh Se-chan relaxed in his seat . 
 
   “So what are you going to do?”
 
   -I have to accept it . 
 
   “Are you confident?”
 
   -It won’t be easy . 
 
   “What do you mean?”
 
   Oh Se-chan made a strange expression when he heard that . 
 
   “You even cleared a 6 Floor dungeon, 5 Floor dungeons shouldn’t be any trouble, right?”
 
   No matter how many 5 Floor dungeons were cleared or how quickly, they could never compare to a 6 Floor dungeon . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin explained to him . 
 
   -I’ll have to predict how long it would take Johann Georg to complete them in order to make it a close game . 
 
   That’s why it wouldn’t be easy . 
 
   “…surely…”
 
   Oh Se-chan then realised . 
 
   “You too?”
 
   -There’s no reason for me to watch Johann Georg eat his backers . 
 
   That was Kim Woo-jin’s intention . 
 
   -I need you to help me contact Park Yong-wan . 
 
   That was the end of the conversation . 
 
   The call ended, then Oh Se-chan’s subordinate spoke to him . 
 
   “The line disturbance is done . There were no trace attempts . ”
 
   When he heard that the communication had ended safely, Oh Se-chan clicked his tongue instead of answering . 
 
   “That damned guy…”
 
   After clicking his tongue, Oh Se-chan then realised one thing . 
 
   “Oops . ”
 
   That he’d forgotten something . 
 
   “I forgot to tell him about the Lich skill . ”
 
    
    
 
    
  
 
  
 
  

 
   
    
      Published at 28th of November 2020 01:29:00 PM
 
     
   
 
  
 
   
   
     Due to deal restructure text to speech player is currently unavailable. Will find a solution soon. 
   
 
    
   
 
   
 Chapter 219 
   
 
   Kill The Hero – Chapter 219 – Time Attack (3)
 
   
 
   
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   
 
   
 
   Translator: Seven
 
   Editor: Ana_Banana
 
   [Johann Georg, ‘I want to compete against Isaac Ivanov!’]
 
   After Johann Georg made his declaration, the world became concerned with just one thing . 
 
   [Will Isaac Ivanov accept this challenge?]
 
   What was Isaac Ivanov’s answer going to be?
 
   So everyone waited for Isaac Ivanov’s response . 
 
   -Is there still no reaction from Isaac Ivanov’s side?
 
   -Why haven’t they said anything?
 
   -Where is Isaac Ivanov?
 
   But as time passed, there was still no response from Isaac Ivanov regarding Johann Georg’s challenge . 
 
   Upon realising this, strange rumors began to spread . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov has been stuck in a dungeon for over two months already!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov is dead!]
 
   [Is Isaac Ivanov’s death a conspiracy theory or the truth?!]
 
   From rumors that Isaac Ivanov was trapped in a dungeon just waiting for death, to rumors that he had outright died . 
 
   Naturally, these were rumors that people would scoff at normally . 
 
   -Is he really dead?
 
   -There has to be a reason why there hasn’t been any news so far . 
 
   -That’s right . This is the first time that Isaac Ivanov has been quiet since his debut, isn’t it?
 
   -No way… I don’t believe it . 
 
   But Isaac Ivanov’s current and unannounced hiatus had given these rumors a lot of weight . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov is still silent!]
 
   And they grew heavier the longer Isaac Ivanov remained silent . 
 
   Just as the world was starting to become terrified by Isaac Ivanov’s silence, he expressed his opinion through a spokesperson . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov has given me his opinion . ”
 
   It was Park Yong-wan who spoke to the frightened world as Isaac Ivanov’s spokesperson . 
 
   “He will accept Johann Georg’s challenge . ”
 
   …
 
   -Isaac Ivanov has given me his opinion . He will accept Johann Georg’s challenge . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was watching Park Yong-wan’s press conference on the TV on the CNN channel, pressed on the remote . 
 
   Immediately, the TV switched to the BBC channel, and Park Yong-wan was also being broadcasted there . 
 
   -However, he has a condition . It can’t be a valueless competition . He doesn’t want to compete just to clear one dungeon . 
 
   Then the screen changed again . This time, it was on Al Jazeera .  
 
   -Also, the only condition will be to clear dungeons . In this era, the players should target more dungeons . It is their duty . And for whatever reason, they refuse to do that duty . 
 
   Finally, it was put on KBS . 
 
   -If those conditions are met, then he will agree to any type of competition Johann Georg wants . That’s what Isaac Ivanov said . In addition, I intend to support Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Tuk!
 
   When Park Yong-wan’s speech ended, Kim Woo-jin turned off the TV with a small smile on his face . 
 
   ‘That was a lot better than I expected . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin had been the one to propose this to Park Yong-wan .  
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   He told him that there was a way to experience fame unlike any he’d ever experienced before . 
 
   And now it was done . 
 
   ‘Thanks to Isaac Ivanov, Park Yong-wan would be able to do something he couldn’t do even when he first cleared a 6 Floor dungeon . ’
 
   There had been an incredible spotlight on Park Yong-wan after he attacked a 6 Floor dungeon for the first time . 
 
   Moreover, it was not the same kind of fame that Park Yong-wan received before .  
 
   Park Yong-wan could certainly be called a celebrity .  
 
   The problem was that the attention he received wasn’t good .  
 
   In the end, regardless of what he did, he was always compared to the Messiah Guild’s Savior, Lee Se-jun .  
 
   And the assessment he received after that, was naturally never good . 
 
   ‘It would only be for a moment, but his popularity would become comparable to Lee Se-jun . ’
 
   But now, no one disparaged Park Yong-wan, some even went as far as to compare him to Lee Se-jun . 
 
   And from Park Yong-wan’s perspective, this was the greatest harvest he could possibly obtain . 
 
   ‘For Park Yong-wan, it would be worthwhile even if he had to pay a high price . ’
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin demanded exactly that . 
 
   In return for achieving something he’d never achieved in his life, Park Yong-wan fully supported Kim Woo-jin with unique grade items that he and his teammates used when clearing 6 Floor dungeons . 
 
   To be precise, he had given them to support Isaac Ivanov, but that didn’t make a difference to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Moreover, the unique items he gave them were not simple items . 
 
   These unique items were created using the material from monsters found in 5 and 6 Floor dungeons . The government also helped in the creation of these items .  
 
   They were items worth far more than the armor Kim Woo-jin had made with the Hatchling’s leather . 
 
   Park Yong-wan had given him 10 such items . 
 
   ‘I could get more, but…’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin had no intention of stopping with just those . 
 
   This incident had led the world to understand that Park Yong-wan was the irreplaceable spokesperson and sponsor of Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   So naturally, when Isaac Ivanov officially requested something, Park Yong-wan wouldn’t be able to refuse easily . 
 
   That’s why Kim Woo-jin was not in a hurry . 
 
   ‘All that’s left is to deal with Johann Georg . ’
 
   Johann Georg!
 
   Kim Woo-jin prepared for war against this man who he still considered the King of Undead in his mind . 
 
   ‘The response should come soon . ’
 
   Woowoong!
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled slightly and checked the text message that just arrived . 
 
   ‘After all, he isn’t a gentleman . ’
 
   Johann Georg had given a response . 
 
   …
 
   Johann Georg replied to Isaac Ivanov’s proposal . 
 
   [Three 5 Floor dungeons!]
 
   [The player who clears 3 dungeons the fastest wins!]
 
   [All dungeons must be at least B rank, and selected randomly!]
 
   He wanted to have a match where the one who cleared three dungeons the fastest was the winner . 
 
   In many ways, it was unprecedented . 
 
   At the same time, no matter how one looked at it, it was a competition between heroes . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   -No matter who wins, six B rank 5 Floor dungeons will be cleared . Amazing!
 
   -Right . This is how real players compete! Players should clear dungeons!
 
   -Real players are really different . 
 
   -Who wouldn’t want players to compete by clearing dungeons?
 
   -Win or lose, both of them deserve to be saviors . 
 
   That way, even the losers deserved applause . 
 
   -By the way, who do you think will win?
 
   ㄴ Isaac Ivanov is probably the best player in the world, but doesn’t Johann Georg have the record for fastest clear time?
 
   ㄴBecause they are picking at random, luck is also a factor . There are a lot of variables . 
 
   ㄴIn that case, luck could also be considered a skill . 
 
   ㄴI’m really looking forward to it . 
 
   Moreover, the fact that no one knew what the dungeons would be made the competition more obscure, and made the onlookers even more enthusiastic . 
 
   And support was given to match the enthusiasm . 
 
   [Boeing is willing to provide all transportation, including private planes and helicopters in the face off between the two!]
 
   [Airbus is willing to provide private planes for the match!]
 
   [Mercedes-Benz is willing to provide all vehicles needed for the competition!]
 
   [Rolls-Royce is creating a special sedan for the two players!]
 
   The world’s leading companies all began competing to support the competition between these two players . 
 
   There was one thing left . 
 
   [Where will the confrontation take place?]
 
   [Where will the confrontation of the century take place?!]
 
   [Where could they get six B rank 5 Floor dungeons?]
 
   They still needed to find a place to have their competition . 
 
   Of course, their discussion didn’t last very long . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, “If it’s South Korea, we would be able to compete with confidence . ”]
 
   [Johann Georg, “If it’s South Korea which is the home of the Messiah Guild, I agree . ”]
 
   Korea would be the location where the match of the century would take place . 
 
   …
 
   Most dungeon attacks 5 Floors and above were placed under a glaring spotlight . 
 
   This was because attacking dungeons had now become a huge business . 
 
   There were even cases where players intentionally used and exposed their sponsor’s products before heading into a dungeon, or even outright advertising their products, most of which were considered legal . 
 
   For ordinary broadcasts, the performers wore clothes or tags that had the names of their sponsors written on them, but if players, who appeared in the news used their sponsors’ products or advertised them directly, there were no legal restrictions . 
 
   However, it was different for Kim Woo-jin this time . 
 
   In front of the dungeon gate, Kim Woo-jin’s surroundings was astonishingly calm . 
 
   There were no broadcasting company officials, or even soldiers, who were supposed to be on standby, let alone reporters . 
 
   “One minute until you can enter the dungeon . ”
 
   Only one person, the judge who would be keeping track of the time, was there with them . 
 
   Then the judge said . 
 
   “The fight has started . ”
 
   And with that, Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah entered the dungeon . 
 
   The battle of the century, Isaac Ivanov vs Johann Georg, had officially begun . 
 
   …
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   [Hunt 30,001 to move on to the next floor . ]
 
   After seeing the clearance notification, Lee Jin-ah stretched and said . 
 
   “It’s always nice when just the two of us enter a dungeon cause we don’t have to speak Russian . ”
 
   He was completely calm as he said those words . 
 
   This was natural . 
 
   “Now then, shall we have some fun?”
 
   After all, the two of them had cleared a 6 Floor dungeon together . 
 
   It would be strange if they could feel anxious or tense in a 5 Floor dungeon . 
 
   “I’d like to find a monster that could kill me now . Lee Jin-ah the immortal . ”
 
   Furthermore, for Lee Jin-ah, who’s Blessing of the River Styx skill had reached transcendent rank, it was virtually impossible for him to feel the fear of death . 
 
   “Ah, is it too early? We need to adjust our pace right?”
 
   Moreover, they didn’t even need to overdo it in this dungeon . 
 
   On the contrary, Kim Woo-jin had to slow down their pace in order to match Johann Georg . 
 
   They would gain the most support only when it was a close competition . 
 
   “It’s that it?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t respond to Lee Jin-ah, instead, he said something else . 
 
   “Book of the Dead . ”
 
   Instead of answering, he’d summoned the Book of the Dead . 
 
   [The Book of the Dead has been summoned . ]
 
   Now that it had reached C rank, the book had become very large and could store a total of 30 undead summons . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin pulled pages from the book one after another . 
 
   [Summoned Skeleton Knight . ]
 
   [Summoned Skeleton Soldier . ]
 
   Following the Skeleton Knights, the Ogre and Hellhound Skeleton Soldiers were also summoned from the Book of the Dead . 
 
   In an instant, a large group of skeletons surrounded Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   And he didn’t stop there . 
 
   [The power of Osiris’ Ring has been activated . ]
 
   [You have used Resurrection . ]
 
   [A Wyvern has been resurrected . ]
 
   With the Resurrection skill, a Wyvern Skeleton Soldier which had been just bones began to regain its original appearance . 
 
   Kiieeh!
 
   The Wyvern then flapped its wings, showing that it had regained the ability to fly . 
 
   “Wa-, wait! Isn’t this too much?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who was shocked by this turn of events, couldn’t help but shout . 
 
   “Aren’t we adjusting our pace in order to get a close match?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered the question while attaching a saddle to the Wyvern’s body . 
 
   “That was an option . ”
 
   Then he frowned slightly . 
 
   In fact, Kim Woo-jin had also thought of acting as Lee Jin-ah said . 
 
   If he did it like that, he would be able to get more sponsorship from Park Yong-wan, or even the Lightning King . 
 
   It was also clear that it would be easier for Johann Georg to obtain items from the Messiah Guild . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “But after thinking about it, I realised it wasn’t easy . ”
 
   But that wasn’t an easy task . 
 
   “We would lose if we tried to match Johann Georg’s pace when we don’t know what could be in the dungeon . ”
 
   Moreover, Isaac Ivanov would lose more than a few items if he were to lose the competition . 
 
   “Fortunately, there is a section in this little race that allows us to control our pace . ”
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin decided to change his method . 
 
   “A section?”
 
   “After clearing a dungeon, whether we take a day off or 10 days, it’s up to us . ”
 
   They would adjust their pace outside the dungeon . 
 
   “Wait, so in the dungeon…”
 
   “We’ll sprint at full speed . ”
 
   “So it’s the race between the rabbit and the tortoise?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled at that analogy . 
 
   Seeing this smile, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   “Wouldn’t Johann Georg just give up if the difference is too large?”
 
   “It’s better to be a tortoise who worked hard to complete the race than a pathetic dog with its tail hanging . ”
 
   With that said, Kim Woo-jin, who’d finished putting on the Wyvern’s saddle, summoned another monster from the Book of the Dead . 
 
   [Summoned Dullahan . ]
 
   [Dullahan brings terrible fear to every living creature . ]
 
   [Dullahan brings immense joy to the dead . ]
 
   Dullahan!
 
   A knight with a severed head which exuded a bitingly cold aura . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin then spoke in a cold voice . 
 
   “We’ll clear this dungeon within 15 days . ”
 
   Then he looked at Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Bring the monsters . ”
 
   With those words, Lee Jin-ah rushed forward, his expression no longer as relaxed as it was before . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s expression also became serious as he saw that . 
 
   In fact, Kim Woo-jin didn’t make that decision simply because it would be hard to control the pace . 
 
   This confrontation gave him the opportunity to make a really big profit if he planned it out well . 
 
   ‘I didn’t think he’d managed to obtain the Lich skill . ’
 
   However, the moment he heard that Oh Se-chan had obtained the Lich summoning skill, Kim Woo-jin’s plan changed . 
 
   ‘Now that I have the Lich skill in hand, I don’t need to pretend with the Lightning King for too long . ’
 
   The need to work hard for the Lightning King in order to get the Lich skill had disappeared . 
 
   ‘After dealing with Johann Georg . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s plan was simple . 
 
   ‘Reach level 180 . ’
 
   After dealing with Johann Georg, he would get to level 180 as quickly as possible in order to learn the Lich Summoning skill . (TL: so discombobulating when he calls it ‘lich skill’ then ‘lich summoning skill’ lol)
 
   ‘After that, get rid of the Lightning King . ’
 
   Then, by removing the Lightning King, Thunderbird would become his . 
 
   ‘And after dealing with the Lightning King, Lee Se-jun will be next . ’
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   The world went wild because of the confrontation between Isaac Ivanov and Johann Georg, calling it the ‘match of the century’ . 
 
   And the arguments were just as fierce as the enthusiasm . 
 
   There were fierce debates about the fairness of the confrontation . 
 
   -Isaac Ivanov’s team has two people while Johann Georg has eleven, don’t they? That’s so unfair!
 
   ㄴIn that case, is the number of legendary items that Isaac Ivanov has fair? Aren’t just the number of legendary rings on his hands are more than the number of legendary items people have . 
 
   ㄴJohann Georg can get legendary items! You don’t even need legendary items if your skills are good enough!
 
   ㄴIf that’s the logic, then if you’re unhappy Johann Georg has a team of eleven people, Isaac Ivanov should also get a team of eleven people . 
 
   Of course, those weren’t the largest debates . 
 
   -So who do you think will win?
 
   -It depends, who do you think can clear the dungeons faster?
 
   Who would be the winner of the match?
 
   -Of course it’d be Isaac Ivanov!
 
   -Definitely . Isaac Ivanov is the best player who can clear any dungeon . 
 
   -Is there any idiots who think it’s possible for Isaac Ivanov to lose?
 
   -I’ve already bet my entire fortune on Isaac Ivanov!
 
   In terms of percentage, the number of people who expected Isaac Ivanov to win was incredibly high . 
 
   This was a judgement based on the things Isaac Ivanov has done so far . 
 
   After all, wasn’t Isaac Ivanov the only person who was qualified to become a Savior after Lee Se-jun?
 
   But the number of people who believed Isaac Ivanov would win the fight wasn’t overwhelming . 
 
   -If it was a competition about perfectly attacking a dungeon then Isaac Ivanov would definitely win, but Johann Georg is the one that holds the current record for fastest 5 Floor dungeon attack . 
 
   -That’s right! Johann Georg is the record holder for the time attack . This time they will be attacking three dungeons in a row . Johann Georg has already shown us that he can clear three dungeons in 72 days . 
 
   -Is that so special? I don’t think Isaac Ivanov has a 100 percent chance of winning in dungeons with unknown variables . 
 
   Many people still believed that Johann Georg had a high chance of winning . 
 
   -We have to keep the recent blank space in Isaac Ivanov’s activities . 
 
   -Looking at Isaac Ivanov’s actions so far, there is no way he was silent for nothing . 
 
   -Wasn’t there a rumor that he took a break because of an injury?
 
   -There’s a rumor that he’s still injured now . 
 
   Moreover, the rumors that arose because of Isaac Ivanov’s mysterious hiatus worked in Johann Georg’s favor . 
 
   Of course, this was only because they didn’t know that Isaac Ivanov had actually cleared a 6 Floor dungeon in that time . 
 
   In that sense, only the Lightning King and the members of Thunderbird who knew what Isaac Ivanov had been doing during his hiatus could accurately predict the outcome . 
 
   “Johann Georg has a slightly better chance . ”
 
   And the Lightning King believed that the winner would be Johann Georg . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Not Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   Shakira, who was shocked and confused by that unexpected conclusion, couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   The Lightning King calmly explained . 
 
   “If the competition was to clear a 6 Floor dungeon, Isaac Ivanov would win without a doubt . However, attacking 5 Floor dungeons, and three of them consecutively at that, are completely different . Just like the way a marathon and a 100m sprint are different . ”
 
   He clearly said that Johann Georg would win . 
 
   But Shakira couldn’t easily accept that . 
 
   “But it’s Isaac Ivanov, isn’t it? He is…”
 
   She knew that Isaac Ivanov was a ridiculously overpowered monster . 
 
   A monster that defied common sense . 
 
   “He’s a monster . ”
 
   The Lightning King didn’t intend to deny that fact either . 
 
   “He’s a monster on the same level as the Messiah Guild’s Lee Se-jun . ”
 
   Moreover, he believed that Isaac Ivanov’s presence and abilities were comparable to those of Lee Se-jun . 
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   “The problem is that Lee Se-jun is the one supporting Johann Georg . ”
 
   Johann Georg was backed by the Messiah Guild, which belonged to Lee Se-jun . 
 
   “Johann Georg is the hunting dog the Messiah Guild raised to hunt Isaac Ivanov . And now the time to hunt has arrived . Do you think the Messiah Guild would let the dog go off the leash without any support in this kind of situation? They might not want to, but the Messiah Guild has to support Johann Georg . ”
 
   After saying that, the Lightning King rubbed his temples . 
 
   “On the other hand, Isaac Ivanov can’t take a dead man with him on such an official stage . ”
 
   “Ah!”
 
   Only then did Shakira realise what the Lightning King meant . 
 
   “Isn’t that bad?”
 
   Then she became concerned . 
 
   “If Isaac Ivanov is defeated…”
 
   It wouldn’t be good if Isaac Ivanov, who was backed by the Lightning King was defeated by Johann Georg, who was backed by the Messiah Guild . 
 
   The Lightning King responded without a change in expression . 
 
   “It doesn’t matter if he wins or loses . In fact, it would be even better if Isaac Ivanov lost . ”
 
   Rather than not changing his expression, his face seemed to say he didn’t care whether Isaac Ivanov lost or not . 
 
   “And if Johann Georg, who is competing against Isaac Ivanov dies, it would be the best . ”
 
   After saying that, a small smile came to his lips . 
 
   With that smile, he made a prophecy . 
 
   “Something will happen that will surprise the world sooner or later . ”
 
   And his prophecy became a reality . 
 
   …
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, calling the year 2029 the ‘end of a century’ was not an exaggeration . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   At that point, there were only two options in the world, which had already crumbled to the point of ruin . 
 
   Whether you listen to the Messiah Guild or not?
 
   With those two choices, living as a player in this world was not easy . 
 
   Even entering a dungeon gate was not a simple task . 
 
   It was normal to have to face numerous obstacles before one could enter a dungeon gate . 
 
   In some cases, players were forced to enter dungeon gates when others failed to clear them . 
 
   It was also not rare to encounter an enemy attack while entering a dungeon . 
 
   ‘That was why Johann Georg was such a thorn . ’
 
   The King of Undead!
 
   That was the reason why he became a monster that even the Messiah Guild was unable to contain . 
 
   ‘Because he could clear dungeons by himself . ’
 
   He was able to attack dungeons by himself with the help of his mighty undead army . 
 
   ‘Thanks to the Lich and Death Knight . ’
 
   Especially the legions centered around the two ridiculously powerful monsters, the Lich and Death Knight . 
 
   ‘Thanks to that he didn’t even have to choose dungeons . ’
 
   He didn’t even check what dungeon it was until after he’d entered it . 
 
   Parties that targeted dungeons usually wanted to balance physical and magical damage, that was the reason why the number of members in parties were so high . 
 
   But the King of Undead was able to do it all by himself . 
 
   The Death Knight had physical attacks and the Lich had magical attacks, and with the help of these two monsters, Johann Georg was able to clear dungeons perfectly . 
 
   But now, one of those two pieces had fallen into Kim Woo-jin’s hands . 
 
   [Summon Lich]
 
   – Conditions: Emissary of the Underworld . 
 
   – Required level: 180
 
   – Effect: Summon a Wizard who can’t die by offering one hundred monsters as sacrifice . 
 
   ‘Of those, the Lich is in my hands . ’
 
   Summon Lich!
 
   ‘Now, the only thing left is the Death Knight, but…’
 
   The only thing was for Kim Woo-jin to obtain was the Death Knight . 
 
   Of course, those who knew Kim Woo-jin’s true capabilities would ask themselves one question . 
 
   The Hunting Dog Kim Woo-jin or the Death Knight, who was better?
 
   Of course, the answer was obvious . 
 
   ‘I could use the Death Knight to cover me . ’
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   [You have cleared the dungeon . ]
 
   [The dungeon gate opens . ]
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Lee Se-jun will notice me now . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin decided to start sprinting at full speed from now on . 
 
   …
 
   When it was decided that the confrontation of the century would take place in Korea, the next thing people asked about were the judges . 
 
   Who could guarantee fairness in this confrontation?
 
   The answer was simple . 
 
   -If it’s Korea then it should definitely be the Messiah Guild . 
 
   -There’s no one we can trust more than the Messiah Guild . 
 
   -Who would doubt the Messiah Guild’s judgement?
 
   The Messiah Guild!
 
   The world did not doubt them, believing that there could be no fairer judgement, and the Messiah Guild was more than willing to answer the world’s call . 
 
   “I brought coffee . ”
 
   “Thanks . ”
 
   Jeon Young-soo, a player from the Messiah Guild, was drinking coffee outside of a dungeon gate located in Deogyang-gu, Goyang-si, Gyeonggi-do . (TL: I honestly am never sure whether to actually put ‘province, city, district’ or ‘do, si, gu’ . I always end up pondering for a few minutes)
 
   “I never thought I would be standing outside of a 5 Floor dungeon drinking coffee like this . ”
 
   In addition, Jeon Young-soo was a pretty talented player . 
 
   “Right, the only time Jeon Young-soo-nim is in front of a 5 Floor dungeon gate is when you’re about to attack it . ”
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   Jeon Young-soo was level 156, and he was quite experienced when it came to attacking 5 Floor dungeons . 
 
   He had cleared 5 Floor dungeons not once, but four times .  
 
   Up to that point, he had only stood in front of dungeon gates like this one was when he was prepared to risk his life . 
 
   Therefore, the experience of standing in front of a 5 Floor dungeon gate while drinking coffee was quite special . 
 
   “How long would it take Jeon Young-soo-nim to clear it?”
 
   Then the person who brought the coffee posed a question . 
 
   It was natural to want to hear the opinion of someone who was experienced with 5 Floor dungeons when the debate over the winner of the competition was still quite fierce . 
 
   Jeon Young-soo answered without any hesitation or need for calculation as though he was used to this type of question . 
 
   “Well… neither of them have average skills, so it wouldn’t take more than a month . It depends on the situation . I believe they will be finished in at least 22 days, and at most 26 days . ”
 
   “Isn’t 21 days the record?”
 
   “It’s the record, but it’s not easy to beat . Just like the record for 100m sprint isn’t broken in every Olympic games . ”
 
   “Then how amazing is it to clear a dungeon in 22 days?”
 
   “My fastest time was 32 days, and that was only because of a stroke of luck on the fifth floor . ”
 
   Jeon Young-soo clicked his tongue before continuing . 
 
   “But to do it in 22 days… that would mean I had to clear each floor two days faster . ”
 
   “Amazing . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Looking at the dungeon gate, Jeon Young-soo’s gaze became cold . 
 
   ‘That’s why I’m here . ’
 
   In fact, it was obvious that the Messiah Guild didn’t need to send someone as strong as Jeon Young-soo to be a judge . After all, no matter how one looked at it, it was a waste . 
 
   There were many personnel in the Messiah Guild who could replace Jeon Young-soo . 
 
   Nevertheless, the reason they sent him was simple . 
 
   ‘Isaac Ivanov, I will understand your level more clearly . ’
 
   It was to better understand Isaac Ivanov’s abilities . 
 
   Of course, the best way to do so was to enter the dungeon with him, but it was also possible to measure his skills to an extent by observing his appearance upon leaving the dungeon . 
 
   Moreover, in the case of this dungeon challenge, it was a time attack . 
 
   This meant that they were sprinting to complete the dungeon as quickly as they could . 
 
   In other words, there was no better stage to gain an understanding of his power . 
 
   It was possible to have a relatively good understanding of the opponent by how long it took them to clear the dungeon and how they looked upon exiting the dungeon . 
 
   ‘Because that way we can send an assassin capable of killing you . ’
 
   The Messiah Guild intended to use this information to get rid of Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘Park Shin-hye has already made a decision . 
 
   This was the decision of none other than Park Shin-hye . 
 
   In addition, Jeon Young-soo had a guess . 
 
   ‘And if we do decide to hunt Isaac Ivanov, I will probably be on that team . ’
 
   Because it was Park Shin-hye herself who had given him the surveillance order . 
 
   ‘I didn’t expect to have another opportunity as a hunting dog . ’
 
   Jeon Young-soo had once been a hunting dog who had removed obstacles that got in the way of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   The person who brought him coffee then spoke again . 
 
   “Then there is still some time, it’s only been almost 15 days . ”
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   Just as Jeon Young-soo was about to agree that they had about a week left, the dungeon gate started rippling . 
 
   And Jeon Young-soo and the other man could not help but stiffen when they saw that . 
 
   It wasn’t just their bodies that were stiff . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   After making that short sound, they were longer able to even breathe loudly . And that was a sound that had been made subconsciously . 
 
   It was the words of a man wearing a skull mask that broke them out of their stupor . 
 
   “How long were we?”
 
   Jeon Young-soo replied subconsciously . 
 
   “14 days…”
 
   It was a moment when he’d witnessed something ridiculous . 
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   While Isaac Ivanov and Johann Georg were having the battle of the century, and when the public was the most enthusiastic about it, someone threw out a strange question . 
 
   “How fast could Lee Se-jun clear a 5 Floor dungeon?”
 
   The question itself was not even funny . 
 
   Lee Se-jun and the Messiah Guild were still the only ones to attack a 7 Floor dungeon even though it was almost halfway through 2024 . 
 
   This was like asking a student who’d just entered the most prestigious university how many points he’d scored in a middle school level test . 
 
   -Why would 5 Floors matter when he’s already clearing 7 Floors?
 
   -I’m not sure though . Dungeons aren’t places you can clear quickly just by being strong, are they?
 
   -I wonder how fast he would be . 
 
   Nevertheless, people still had in depth discussions on this question . 
 
   -But why are questions about the Messiah Guild suddenly appearing?
 
   ㄴWell the two are already in the dungeons, so what else would we talk about?
 
   ㄴThis is just a way to pass time . 
 
   The reason why they were discussing it so seriously was because the two protagonists of the confrontation of the century were currently in the dungeons and they had no way of knowing their progress . 
 
   -It’s impossible to know in the first place, isn’t it? After all, Lee Se-jun can’t attack 5 Floor dungeons anymore . 
 
   Moreover, the debate was even more controversial since it was a question that couldn’t be answered . 
 
   Even so-called experts argued over the fact . 
 
   “It depends on the situation, but it would take at least 10 days to clear since it would take about two days per floor, including rest days . ”
 
   “If there’s more than one survival quest, it could take more than 15 days . ”
 
   The conclusions the experts reached were as follows . 
 
   “Unless there are three or more survival quests, it wouldn’t take more than 20 days . ”
 
   “Also, it wouldn’t be easy to clear the dungeon in 10 days . ”
 
   “If he attacked 10 dungeons, it should take 14 days on average to clear each dungeon . ”
 
   Of course, there was another conclusion to the debate . 
 
   -14 days? Aren’t you looking down on Lee Se-jun?
 
   -Lee Se-jun can attack 7 Floor dungeons! For a 5 Floor dungeon, he only needs 5 days one day per floor is enough!
 
   It was around that time,
 
   [Isaac Ivanov cleared the 5 Floor dungeon in 14 days, 3 hours and 22 minutes!]
 
   The breaking news that Isaac Ivanov, who was participating in the confrontation of the century, succeeded in clearing the 5 Floor dungeon in 14 days drew the attention of the world . 
 
   …
 
   In a tranquil villa located on a mountain in Seogwipo-si, Jeju Island with a better view of Mount Hallasan than the sea, a man appeared at dawn with a cup of coffee while looking at the thick fog that covered the area . (TL: so much happening in this sentence . )
 
   The man, who appeared to be in his late 40s and looked like a successful businessman, sipped his coffee in a relaxed manner . 
 
   But the look in the man’s eyes wasn’t that of a businessman .  
 
   Instead, those were the eyes of a predator . Eyes similar to those of an experienced and bloodthirsty hunting dog . 
 
   And it was these eyes that revealed that it was actually Kim Woo-jin who was currently disguised as this man in his mid 40s . 
 
   ‘Things are getting a little interesting . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was wearing a mask and sipping coffee, recalled the present situation in his head . 
 
   The world had been shocked when Isaac Ivanov cleared the 5 Floor dungeon in only 14 days . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   And this was exactly the effect Kim Woo-jin expected . 
 
   No, it was what he was aiming for . 
 
   ‘I did expect it to provoke Lee Se-jun in this way . ’
 
   However, even Kim Woo-jin didn’t expect that Isaac Ivanov would have been compared to Lee Se-jun after that . 
 
   ‘14 days . ’
 
   Moreover, the time of 14 days kept getting brought up whenever the story was mentioned . 
 
   Since it was estimated that it would take Lee Se-jun’s party 14 days to clear a 5 Floor dungeon, the fact that Isaac Ivanov’s party had been able to do so meant that they were comparable to Lee Se-jun’s party . 
 
   ‘That’s not likely . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin knew that this was merely a hypothesis proposed by those who didn’t actually know anything . 
 
   ‘Lee Se-jun can definitely clear faster than I can . ’
 
   The Lee Se-jun that Kim Woo-jin knew was definitely a player who had the ability to actually save the world . 
 
   ‘Well, it doesn’t hurt that they are talking like this . ’
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin had no reason to complain about the situation .  
 
   In the first place, it had always been Kim Woo-jin’s intention to make Isaac Ivanov a figure that Lee Se-jun had to care about, so this was, in fact, good news . 
 
   ‘But for now, Johann Georg is the priority, so I won’t think about that . ’
 
   Above all, Kim didn’t forget what he really needed to focus on at that moment . 
 
   Being able to focus only on the prey in front of them is one of the characteristics of a good hunting dog . 
 
   “Hey . ”
 
   At that moment, someone appeared behind Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   It was a man who appeared to be in his fifties, but his huge size and the chocolate bar in his mouth showed that it was actually Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who had walked up to Kim Woo-jin then asked . 
 
   “Can we really mess around and eat like this?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s response was simple . 
 
   “It doesn’t matter how much you play or eat until Johann Georg comes out . ”
 
   From the perspective of Lee Jin-ah, who was always crying out for breaks, this was amazing news, but Lee Jin-ah didn’t seem to be pleased by this news . 
 
   “But the public opinion right now isn’t good, is it?”
 
   After saying that, he showed Kim Woo-jin the screen of the smartphone he held in his hand . 
 
   The title of an article there caught his eye . 
 
   [Arrogant Isaac Ivanov despises Johann Georg!]
 
   Then, with the swipe of his finger, Lee Jin-ah showed him the comments below the article . 
 
   -Isaac Ivanov should be respectful, regardless of his skills . 
 
   -It’s not respectful to go to Jeju Island to rest! He is absolutely disregarding Johann Georg!
 
   -Isaac Ivanov you bastard, send back my choco pies!
 
   The response wasn’t very pleasant . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah then spoke to Kim Woo-jin with a serious expression . 
 
   “In this way, it seems like we are the tortoise and the hare . ”
 
   Instead of answering, Kim Woo-jin smiled . 
 
   “Hey, this isn’t funny! People are really thinking we are like the tortoise and the hare . ”
 
   It was just like he said . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   After clearing the 5 Floor dungeon in 14 days, Isaac Ivanov had been resting for 5 consecutive days . 
 
   In a competition to clear three dungeons as quickly as possible, one team had been resting in one of Korea’s most well known resorts for five days . 
 
   What could this be if not the story of the race between the tortoise and the hare in Aesop’s fables?
 
   “And almost everyone hates the hare!”
 
   And of course, most people cheered for the tortoise . 
 
   Therefore, the public opinion was currently flowing in Johann Georg’s favor .  
 
   Furthermore, there were people who pushed it even further . 
 
   The desire for Isaac Ivanov to fall began to increase steadily . 
 
   Therefore, it was natural for Lee Jin-ah to be concerned . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin then said to him . 
 
   “We’re the hare, but we’ll see if Johann Georg is going to be the tortoise . ”
 
   In the Aesop fable of the tortoise and the hare, the hare was relaxed and let their guard down while the tortoise completed the race with an indomitable will . 
 
   It wasn’t yet clear whether Johann Georg would be the tortoise or not .  
 
   If Johann Georg came out of the dungeon and decided to give up after being briefed about the situation, the story of the tortoise and the hare could not be achieved . 
 
   On the other hand, Lee Jin-ah was convinced . 
 
   “What do you think he’ll be? A tortoise or a dog?”
 
   Johann Georg wouldn’t give up after he was briefed on the situation . 
 
   “It would be better to be defeated like a tortoise than be a dog . ”
 
   He would lose too much if he just gave up here . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was the same . 
 
   “Right . ”
 
   He too believed that Johann Georg and the Messiah Guild had no choice but to become the tortoise, rather than a pathetic dog . 
 
   “Johann Georg has to become the turtle . ”
 
   No, he had forced them to do so . 
 
   “Because the hare needs the turtle to take him to the Dragon King’s palace . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   It was then . 
 
   Woowoong!
 
   Their phone vibrated . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin checked the text then smiled . 
 
   “The turtle has entered the water . ”
 
   …
 
   Because attacking dungeons meant being completely cut off from the outside world, many players were sometimes afraid of doing so . 
 
   They worried that the world might be irrevocably changed or that they would receive bad news when they came out . 
 
   [Johann Georg successfully clears the 5 Floor dungeon in 20 days and 7 hours!]
 
   That was why many people sympathised with Johann Georg after hearing that he’d successfully cleared the dungeon . 
 
   -I feel sorry for him . 
 
   -Maybe Johann Georg will give up . 
 
   -Isaac Ivanov was too cruel this time . 
 
   They pitied Johann Georg, who would be faced with terrible news as soon as he exited the dungeon . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Johann Georg responded to the public’s pity . 
 
   [Johann Georg starts attacking the next dungeon right away!]
 
   [Johann Georg won’t give up!]
 
   [The confrontation isn’t over until the end!]
 
   He would not give up!
 
   The world applauded Johann Georg’s actions . 
 
   “Hey, Johann Georg is alive, he’s alive!”
 
   One of them was Oh Se-chan . 
 
   Upon hearing the news about Johann Georg, Oh Se-chan got to his feet and began applauding loudly . 
 
   His subordinates could only shake their heads at the sight . 
 
   Then he said to them . 
 
   “Now, let’s get to work!”
 
   One of his subordinates raised their hand when they heard the word ‘work’ . 
 
   “Are we going to start manipulating the media?”
 
   “What?”
 
   However, when Oh Se-chan asked a question of his own, the subordinate tilted their head . 
 
   “Media play . ”
 
   “What about media play?”
 
   “I’m talking about media play in response to the criticism towards Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   The subordinate who said these words wondered if he’d said something wrong . With a strange look on his face, he turned around to look at his colleagues . 
 
   Looking at his colleagues expressions, he was certain that he hadn’t said something wrong . 
 
   Encouraged by that fact, the subordinate soldiered on . 
 
   “Negative opinions about Isaac Ivanov has been infesting the world for a while now . ”
 
   This was natural . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov’s actions had been too shocking, his 5 days of rest was seen as a provocation and a lack of respect . 
 
   Neither of these was fitting for a savior . 
 
   It was clear that with Johann Georg’s actions, the public opinion would shift towards Johann Georg which would certainly lead to more criticisms towards Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “I’m also certain that the Messiah Guild has a hand in this . ”
 
   This was a flaw that the Messiah Guild, who were trying to find any means to crush Isaac Ivanov, definitely wouldn’t let go of .  
 
   It was already clear that the public opinion about Isaac Ivanov’s actions was flowing in a bad direction . 
 
   This meant that they had to do a media play, something that Oh Se-chan and his subordinates were good at . 
 
   Oh Se-chan waved his hands at his subordinate’s words . 
 
   “You don’t have to worry about that . We don’t need to do that . We have an even more important task to complete . ”
 
   “Another task?”
 
   Oh Se-chan laughed at the question . 
 
   “I haven’t given you guys a quiz in a while . What’s the most expensive dungeon at this point?”
 
   The subordinate answered without hesitation . 
 
   “That would be the Sphinx Dungeon, an A+ rank 6 Floor dungeon that appeared in Egypt . ”
 
   The Sphinx Dungeon . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Just by looking at this dungeon one would be able to understand its unbelievable value . 
 
   First of all, it was a 6 Floor dungeon, and an A+ rank one at that, this meant that only the top guilds in the world could attack it . 
 
   The value of the dungeon was high enough just with that fact alone . 
 
   “A Sphinx has never been hunted before . The only thing that we’re sure about is that it’s not simple . ”
 
   Crucially, the title of this dungeon itself was Sphinx, so even ordinary people could tell that the boss of this dungeon would be a Sphinx . 
 
   “The dungeon all but guarantees legendary items and materials . ”
 
   It was a dungeon with a guaranteed jackpot as long as someone was able to clear it . 
 
   Therefore, all the guilds in the world, including the Five Great Guilds were waiting to bid on this dungeon . 
 
   Of course, the Egyptian government, which owned the dungeon, was currently raising its price as high as they could . 
 
   It was no exaggeration to say that it was currently the most expensive dungeon in the world at that moment . 
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan was the same . 
 
   “It truly is a valuable dungeon . ”
 
   He also believed that it was currently the most valuable dungeon . 
 
   Of course, he didn’t intend to just value it . 
 
   “All we need to do is make the Sphinx Dungeon Isaac Ivanov’s next target . ”
 
   Instead, he preferred to claim the value for himself . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   All of his subordinates were shocked by Oh Se-chan’s words . 
 
   “Boss, that dungeon…”
 
   As mentioned before, there was currently no one who had successfully bid for the Sphinx dungeon, including the Five Great Guilds . 
 
   Could Isaac Ivanov really get a dungeon that even the Messiah Guild was currently negotiating over?
 
   No matter who looked at it, it seemed to be an impossible task . 
 
   “That’s why we need a story . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan explained to his surprised subordinates . 
 
   “The tortoise keeps running to the finish line even though he knows the hare is looking down on him, then the hare suddenly appears before him, stretches out his hand, and says . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan who was talking loudly, coughed and changed his voice . 
 
   “I’m sorry for testing you, but I’ve come to realise that you have an indomitable will . So won’t you join me?”
 
   Then Oh Se-chan, who spoke like he was acting a play laughed . 
 
   “And then the tortoise and the hare hold hands and walk towards the new finish line together . With the thunderous support of everyone around the world on their backs . ”
 
   Then Oh Se-chan, who had finished speaking, covered his eyes with his hands . 
 
   “Kuoh! I feel like I’m going to cry from this tsunami of emotion . Hey, get me some tissues . ”
 
   After finishing his little act, Oh Se-chan spoke to his subordinates again . 
 
   “Now then, I’ve already told you the scenario, so you know what to do, don’t you? Let’s get to work!”
 
   Then a subordinate walked up to him . 
 
   “Here, I brought tissues . ”
 
   When he saw his subordinate bring tissues, Oh Se-chan made a strange expression . 
 
   Of course, it wasn’t because his subordinate didn’t understand that he was acting and really brought him tissues . 
 
   “Hey, don’t you know I don’t use the tissues in the box? Instead of this, bring the tissues I stole from that coffee shop the other day . ”
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   [Johann Georg enters the second dungeon at 4am on the 21st day . ]
 
   [Johann Georg takes the lead!]
 
   On the 21st day of the challenge, Johann Georg entered the second dungeon first . 
 
   However, no one really paid much attention to that fact . 
 
   -The contest is basically over . 
 
   -Isaac Ivanov has basically won already . 
 
   It was much easier to compare who was faster in a situation with a tortoise and a hare . 
 
   Of course, that didn’t mean that the public’s interest had diminished . 
 
   On the contrary, the attention given to this competition by the world increased greatly . 
 
   -I still hope Johann Georg can create some miracle . 
 
   -Right, I hope Johann Georg can do something . 
 
   A hero who received unconditional support from the world had appeared . 
 
   -I’m so disappointed in Isaac Ivanov . I never thought that he’d act like this . 
 
   ㄴTo be honest, this is the right way to win . In any case, Isaac Ivanov just needs to clear the dungeon a second ahead of Johann Georg . It’s common sense for him to take a longer break if he’s sure of his victory . 
 
   ㄴStill, isn’t this too much? Shouldn’t he at least show some respect for his opponent?
 
   ㄴIf you put it in a good way, it’s clever, if you put it in a bad way, it’s mean . 
 
   And the villain who was fighting against this hero also appeared . 
 
   In truth, the so-called battle between good and good, a battle of goodwill, wasn’t very interesting . 
 
   After all, didn’t villains appear in movies, stories and even professional wrestling because it’s fun and interesting?
 
   Moreover, there was never a movie where a sudden reversal was anticipated by everyone watching . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov enters the dungeon at 5am on the 21st day!]
 
   And so, the confrontation once again drew the attention of the world . 
 
   …
 
   [Eliminate the Steel Rhinoceros to move on to the next floor . ]
 
   The moment he saw the notification for the quest to clear the first floor of the dungeon, Lee Jin-ah spoke with a serious expression . 
 
   “We were lucky . ”
 
   At those words, Kim Woo-jin turned to look at him . 
 
   Nevertheless, Lee Jin-ah remained relaxed under his stare as he continued . 
 
   “What? We were lucky, weren’t we? If we’re not lucky enough we might actually lose to Johann Georg . ”
 
   It was just as Lee Jin-ah said . 
 
   The current situation might appear as though Isaac Ivanov had an overwhelming advantage, but that wasn’t necessarily the case . 
 
   “Even if we only get three survival quests, forty days could pass really quickly . ”
 
   In the case of survival quests which required the players to survive for a certain period of time, it would be impossible for them to finish quickly, no matter how skilled they were .  
 
   In such a situation, it was not impossible for there to be a reversal . 
 
   “So we were lucky to get a designated hunting quest on the first floor . ”
 
   In that sense, they were indeed lucky to receive a quest to hunt a specific monster in order to clear the floor . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin couldn’t doubt that fact either . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “You know it well . ”
 
   Therefore, he nodded and showed his agreement . 
 
   He easily admitted that Lee Jin-ah was right . 
 
   When he saw that, Lee Jin-ah shrugged his shoulders with a proud look on his face .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin then said to him . 
 
   “Anyway, let’s begin . ”
 
   [The Book of the Dead has been summoned . ]
 
   [You used Resurrection . ]
 
   Immediately after Kim Woo-jin summoned the Wyvern Skeleton Soldier from the Book of the Dead, it regained its former appearance thanks to the resurrection skill . 
 
   Kieek!
 
   The Wyvern then let out a screech before Lee Jin-ah, who was looking at it carefully, opened his mouth . 
 
   “I want to ride one too…”
 
   Kim Woo-jin turned to look at Lee Jin-ah, who had an expression similar to a child looking at a fun amusement park ride, and said . 
 
   “The Steel Rhino has a good sense of smell . Without a skill from the Silent Hunter, it would be impossible to approach it without getting caught . However, it makes no sense to encircle it . Even a Golem would be shattered by the horn on its nose with just a single charge . ”
 
   “Okay?”
 
   Although he responded, it was clear that Lee Jin-ah wasn’t actually paying attention to Kim Woo-jin’s words as he kept staring at the Wyvern . 
 
   He looked like he really wanted to ride it . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin continued his explanation without caring about Lee Jin-ah’s disinterest . 
 
   “There are two ways to hunt the Steel Rhino . One is to hide in the ground and wait for it to pass before attacking from below . The other is to fly in the sky to avoid its sense of smell . ”
 
   No matter how good its sense of smell was, it would be impossible for it to smell something flying high in the sky . 
 
   However, Lee Jin-ah interrupted Kim Woo-jin’s explanation in order to ask one question . 
 
   “But wouldn’t it be useless if a Wyvern approaches because of the sound it would make?”
 
   Kiiieek!
 
   As if to prove Lee Jin-ah’s point, the Wyvern screeched loudly . 
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded .  
 
   As Lee Jin-ah had said, the scent could be hidden, but the Steel Rhino would still be able to hear the Wyvern coming . 
 
   “As soon as the Wyvern appears, the Steel Rhino will chase after it . ”
 
   Naturally, a chase would ensue . 
 
   “Then, when you notice an opening, you will jump from the Wyvern’s body onto the Steel Rhino . ”
 
   “Just like the main character in an action movie chasing a train with a car and then ditching the car to jump onto the train?”
 
   “That’s a perfect analogy . ”
 
   In response to Kim Woo-jin’s praise, the corner of Lee Jin-ah’s lips rose to form a smirk on his lips . 
 
   “Before I became a player, my goal was to be a movie star . An actor like Tom Cruise from Mission Impossible . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin had a simple response to that . 
 
   “Then you’re lucky . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “You’ll fulfill half of your wish today . ”
 
   …
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   What was the most influential part when attacking a dungeon?
 
   First of all, it was skill . 
 
   If you weren’t skilled enough, then it was impossible to clear a dungeon, no matter how lucky you were . 
 
   However, if your skills were good enough, then your luck would also play a role when attacking the dungeon . 
 
   “The outcome of this confrontation is still hard to estimate . ”
 
   That’s why Jeon Young-soo said that he didn’t know who would win this challenge . 
 
   “But isn’t Isaac Ivanov’s party stronger than Johann Georg’s?”
 
   When he heard that, the man who brought Jeon Young-soo coffee couldn’t help but tilt his head . 
 
   “It’s not just Johann Georg, his strength defies common sense . ”
 
   Clearly, the power displayed by Isaac Ivanov’s party completely surpassed what common sense dictated . 
 
   Most people only heard that Isaac Ivanov cleared the dungeon in 14 days, but not many knew his condition when he exited the dungeon . 
 
   “He didn’t even get hurt in a 5 Floor dungeon . ”
 
   Jeon Young-soo, who had seen it all firsthand, naturally had a better idea about Isaac Ivanov’s power . 
 
   “But I’m still not sure . ”
 
   Nevertheless, Jeon Young-soo still could not estimate the victory or defeat in this second leg of the confrontation . 
 
   “If Johann Georg is lucky, he can clear the dungeon faster than Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   As had been said earlier, luck was also a factor that couldn’t be ignored . 
 
   Of course, some would also say . 
 
   “Then isn’t it possible for Isaac Ivanov to also get lucky?”
 
   Then what if the Goddess of Luck smiled upon Isaac Ivanov instead?
 
   Jeon Young-soo gave a mysterious smile at that question . 
 
   “Then we might witness something truly ridiculous . For example, something like Isaac Ivanov’s party walking out of the dungeon today . ”
 
   When he heard that, the employee beside him checked the watch on his wrist .  
 
   It was 6:12 on the 29th . That was enough for him to gather that it had been about 8 days since Isaac Ivanov’s party had entered the second dungeon . 
 
   As Jeon Young-soo said, if Isaac Ivanov’s party came out now, that would mean they cleared the dungeon in 8 days . 
 
   “That’s impossible . ”
 
   Holding his coffee, Jeon Young-soo gave a bitter smile when he heard that . 
 
   Despite his bitter smile, however, Jeon Young-soo’s eyes were cold . 
 
   ‘Regardless of the outcome, the next step is to deal with Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   As he thought this, Jeon Young-soo recalled what had happened a week ago . 
 
   A plan had finally been drafted . 
 
   A plan to eliminate Isaac Ivanov as soon as the second attack was over . 
 
   ‘As soon as Isaac Ivanov exits the dungeon, I’ll give him this letter…’
 
   And it was Johann Georg’s letter, which was currently in Jeon Young-soo’s possession that would set the plan into action . 
 
   As soon as the letter was delivered to Isaac Ivanov, an irrevocable trigger would be pulled . 
 
   ‘Then Isaac Ivanov will immediately die . ’
 
   Jeon Young-soo was currently holding the trigger that would lead to the death of a world class hero . 
 
   ‘It has to be handled perfectly . ’
 
   Therefore, Jeon Young-soo sharpened his concentration even beyond its peak . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   At that moment, Jeon Young-soo was confident that he could perform his task without any issues . 
 
   ‘It must be done with confidence . ’
 
   He wouldn’t be shocked even if a lightning bolt struck the ground in front of him at that moment . 
 
   Of course, that confidence didn’t last very long . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   At that moment, the dungeon gate in front of them rippled and a man wearing a skull mask stepped out of it together with another large man . 
 
   Jeon Young-soo and the other employee couldn’t help but freeze at that moment . 
 
   Jeon Young-soo only remembered one thing that happened after that . 
 
   “How long was it?”
 
   And that was the question the man raised at that moment . 
 
   …
 
   There were more stories about villains winning than one would initially expect . 
 
   And there were even many people who would want the villains to win . 
 
   Therefore, when watching movies or professional wrestling, it was often the villains who won in the end . 
 
   But if they won by too much, then it would be a problem . 
 
   That was Isaac Ivanov’s current situation . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov clears the second dungeon in 8 days!]
 
   Isaac Ivanov’s second dungeon attack, which ended in only 8 days sent shockwaves through the world, to the extent that there weren’t even any debates for a while . 
 
   Of course, people knew . 
 
   It was possible that Isaac Ivanov had simply gotten lucky . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, “I was very lucky” . ]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov receives the blessing of the Goddess of Luck!]
 
   Isaac Ivanov himself didn’t try to hide that fact . 
 
   He didn’t receive any survival quests and the dungeon clear process was rather simple and easy . 
 
   This was definitely something that couldn’t happen without a godly amount of luck . 
 
   -This is no longer a contest . 
 
   -Even though it’s just luck, isn’t the difference that’s overwhelming?
 
   -He cleared a 5 Floor dungeon in 8 days, some parties take 8 days just to clear a single floor…
 
   What was certain at that point, however, was that it was pointless for Johann Georg to even struggle . 
 
   -In the end, Isaac Ivanov is still the strongest . 
 
   Because Isaac Ivanov proved that Johann Georg wasn’t comparable to him . 
 
   And Johann Georg responded to that fact . 
 
   [Johann Georg left a letter to Isaac Ivanov before entering the second dungeon!]
 
   In the letter, he said . 
 
   “…If Isaac Ivanov clears the second dungeon faster than me, I will admit defeat . ”
 
   If he couldn’t even clear the second dungeon faster than Isaac Ivanov, he would admit defeat . 
 
   “At the same time, I’d like to ask Isaac Ivanov a favor . I think you’re good enough to entrust my back to, so I’d like to partner with you in order to clear dungeons together . ”
 
   And he asked Isaac Ivanov to accept him as a teammate and subordinate . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The letter Johann Georg left shook the world . 
 
   -Oh my God, so Johann Georg tested Isaac Ivanov to see if he was worthy enough to be his boss?
 
   -Well he can’t just be the boss on account of his fame . 
 
   -No, but I never thought someone would test someone to see if they could be their boss like this . In the end, Johann Georg is still amazing . 
 
   -Really amazing . 
 
   It turned out that the confrontation wasn’t just to see who was the better player . 
 
   This news took the world by storm . 
 
   -So the two of them will become a team?
 
   -A monstrous dream team!
 
   -5 Floor dungeons would be completely annihilated now . 
 
   ㄴWhy would they do 5 Floor dungeons? With the two of them, they could even tackle 6 Floor dungeons!
 
   ㄴWhat 6 Floor dungeons? They could be targeting 7 Floor dungeons by the end of the year!
 
   The fact that the two heroes might become one and save the world together, caused everyone to burn with excitement . 
 
   [Will Isaac Ivanov and Johann Georg’s first challenge be the Sphinx Dungeon that appeared in Egypt?]
 
   [Will the Dream Team challenge an A+ rank 6 Floor dungeon?]
 
   It was rumored that the next dungeon the two would attack wouldn’t be a simple 6 Floor dungeon, but the Sphinx Dungeon, an A+ rank that far surpassed ordinary dungeons . 
 
   “It’s different from the original plan but in the end, the stage was still set for us to get rid of Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   After confirming a few things, Park Shin-hye placed her tablet back on her desk . 
 
   Sitting in front of her was the Bow God, who also had a tablet in his hand . 
 
   The expressions on their faces were quite different . 
 
   Park Shin-hye was smiling slightly, while the Bow God had an uneasy expression on his face . 
 
   Finally, the Bow God opened his mouth . 
 
   “Certainly, if you used the Hades’ Ring that you gave to Johann Georg, you could turn Isaac Ivanov’s skeletons against him…”
 
   Hades’ Ring . 
 
   After thinking about it for a moment, the Bow God shook his head . 
 
   “But even after preparing properly, we still weren’t able to catch him . To be honest, I do not believe that this is enough to catch him now . ”
 
   In the past, when the Bow God had tried to get rid of Isaac Ivanov, he had believed that their preparations were enough . 
 
   Nevertheless, they’d failed . 
 
   And the only one that ended up dying were his subordinates . 
 
   “Yes, I understand the concerns you might have . Whenever you were convinced you could deal with Isaac Ivanov, you failed . ”
 
   Park Shin-hye also knew that . 
 
   “Lee Se-jun feels the same way . ”
 
   Lee Se-jin knew as well . Therefore, they had prepared even more . 
 
   “We’ve prepared the Cap of Invisibility(1) . ”
 
   The Cap of Invisibility!
 
   Hearing this shocked the Bow God greatly, and Park Shin-hye spoke confidently when she saw that . 
 
   “Shouldn’t that be enough to slit Isaac Ivanov’s throat?”
 
   He had no more questions about their preparations . 
 
   All he could do was nod . 
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   [Johann Georg bows his head to Isaac Ivanov!]
 
   Johann Georg’s letter gained the admiration of the world .  
 
   And with that admiration, everyone turned to look at Isaac Ivanov and asked the same question . 
 
   -So what will Isaac Ivanov do? Will he join hands with Johann Georg?
 
   How would Isaac Ivanov respond to Johann Georg’s letter?
 
   Moreover, Isaac Ivanov had already cleared the dungeon and returned to reality . 
 
   So everyone waited for Isaac Ivanov’s answer . 
 
   -Why is he taking so long to respond?
 
   -Isn’t Isaac Ivanov already outside of the dungeon?
 
   However, despite their expectations, Isaac Ivanov had yet to respond .  
 
   The reason was simple . 
 
   ‘I didn’t expect this to happen . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin had yet to reach a clear conclusion . 
 
   Above all, Kim Woo-jin was certain about one thing . 
 
   ‘Johann Georg definitely doesn’t have good intentions . ’
 
   The Johann Georg whom he knew, was not a man who was willing to go under anyone in order to save the world as the letter led everyone in the world to believe . 
 
   The King of Undead!
 
   Because, just as the name suggested, he considered himself to be a king . 
 
   ‘And the Messiah Guild even more so . ’
 
   And it was currently none other than the Messiah Guild who held the reins for Johann Georg . 
 
   ‘Something’s going on . ’
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin was certain that it was a trap . 
 
   Johann Georg was definitely a poison that they intended to inject directly into Isaac Ivanov’s body . 
 
   “Without a doubt, this is a trap . ”
 
   It was so obvious that even Lee Jin-ah realised that it was a trap . 
 
   “Their goal is obvious… there’s no way we can refuse, is there?”
 
   The problem was that it wasn’t easy to escape this trap . 
 
   It was already clear what kind of answer the world expected . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov would agree to Johann Georg’s proposal, form the Dream Team and go on to clear dungeons . 
 
   So all that Isaac Ivanov could do was give them the fixed answer . 
 
   “If you refuse here, it would be impossible to kill Johann Georg like you promised the Lightning King . ”
 
   Furthermore, the Lightning King was involved with this issue . 
 
   If Isaac Ivanov shouted ‘NO’ here, then he and Johann Georg would never enter a dungeon together . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   This meant that it would be impossible to deal with Johann Georg . 
 
   “If you don’t do it, the Lightning King would kill you…”
 
   If that actually happened, the Lightning King would definitely try to punish Kim Woo-jin in some way . 
 
   That was the way he was . 
 
   A tyrant who could give one chance, but never two . 
 
   “You can’t refuse . ”
 
   Therefore, there were many reasons why Kim Woo-jin couldn’t reject the proposal .  
 
   Nevertheless, he still had yet to actually agree to the proposal . 
 
   Because Kim Woo-jin wasn’t a man who would agree to something simply because he had no other choice . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin analyzed the situation more carefully . 
 
   ‘I’m sure Lee Se-jun did something . ’
 
   Moreover, Isaac Ivanov had already grown enough to attract the attention of the great saviour, Lee Se-jun . 
 
   In other words, Lee Se-jun would definitely make a move in order to get rid of Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘If he opened his hidden vault…’
 
   That meant that the saviour would probably open up his secret stash . 
 
   This meant that any of the powerful legendary items Lee Se-jun had collected so far could be used to take Kim Woo-jin’s life . 
 
   ‘How terrifying . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin felt his back become a bit cold . 
 
   Lee Se-jun and Park Shin-hye were the only ones who knew exactly what items were hidden in the Messiah Guild’s hidden stash . 
 
   It wouldn’t be strange if they had some ridiculous weapon that Kim Woo-jin didn’t know about . 
 
   ‘It’s already too late to step back . ’
 
   Naturally, the answer Kim Woo-jin would give had long been decided .  
 
   Above all, there was one thing that Kim Woo-jin was certain about . 
 
   ‘Lee Se-jun can’t enter the 6 Floor dungeon . ’
 
   As long as Lee Se-jun himself didn’t enter the dungeon, there was no reason for him to lose to others . 
 
   “There’s no reason to refuse . ”
 
   Only then did Kim Woo-jin finally give his assent . 
 
   “However, there’s no reason to just accept it . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s eyes shined like a hungry beast . 
 
   …
 
   [What will Isaac Ivanov’s choice be?]
 
   Isaac Ivanov finally gave a response to this question . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov begins his attack on the third dungeon!]
 
   [Only one day break!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov runs till the end!]
 
   Silently complete the competition . That was Isaac Ivanov’s response . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The world was confused by this . 
 
   -What’s going on? Why did he enter the dungeon without responding?
 
   -He didn’t take a break this time?
 
   -What does this mean?
 
   This was completely unexpected, and because of it, people began debating Isaac Ivanov’s actions . 
 
   -Is he refusing?
 
   ㄴIs he saying that he doesn’t care about a dog that admitted defeat?
 
   ㄴMaybe he’s just ignoring it . 
 
   -It could be that he already made a decision, or he’s just being polite . After all, they’re still in the middle of a competition . 
 
   ㄴWell, this is Isaac Ivanov after all . 
 
   ㄴEven if the loser gave up, he’ll still finish the race . If nothing else, at least they cleared all the dungeons . 
 
   Some people thought it was a sign of rejection, while others saw it as acceptance . 
 
   Of course, there was one thing that was obvious . 
 
   -There must be a reason why he did this . 
 
   There must be a reason behind Isaac Ivanov’s actions . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah was the same . 
 
   [Survive for 6 days to proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   The moment he heard the notification signifying the start of the third dungeon attack, Lee Jin-ah turned to Kim Woo-jin and asked . 
 
   “Why did you enter the third dungeon right away?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin tilted his head to the side when he heard that . 
 
   “Why?”
 
    Lee Jin-ah continued . 
 
   “Hey, come on . I know you’re up to something . What are you planning to do this time?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah poked Kim Woo-jin in the side with his elbow as he said those words, causing him to frown . 
 
   “Our plan is the same as I told you earlier . We’ll go to the Sphinx Dungeon with Johann Georg then get rid of him there . ”
 
   What other plans would they have?
 
   Lee Jin-ah frowned slightly . 
 
   “Then why did we come here?”
 
   “Naturally, to level up . ”
 
   “Level up?”
 
   “Is there any other reason to enter dungeons?”
 
   “That…”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s words weren’t wrong . 
 
   The fundamental reason why players entered dungeons was to level up, increase their skill ranks, and obtain items . 
 
   And it was also the only way to end the game and return the world back to its original state . 
 
   “You really came here just to level up?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   However, Lee Jin-ah didn’t accept those words so easily . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin spoke to Lee Jin-ah as though it was obvious . 
 
   “Isn’t it natural to raise our levels before our confrontation with Johann Georg?”
 
   Along with those words, Kim Woo-jin looked at his status window . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin]
 
   – Level: 166
 
   – Halo: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   – Stats: Health(500+1325)/Stamina(2+581)/Magic Power(3+1232)
 
   – Achievements: 149
 
   – Extra points: 0
 
   ‘I won’t be able to use the Lich in the fight against Johann Georg . ’
 
   After checking his level, Kim Woo-jin turned to look at Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   ‘But I’ll do my best to raise my level as high as possible . ’
 
   Thus, as he looked at Lee Jin-ah, Kim Woo-jin began formulating plans and strategies in order to level up quickly . 
 
   “It’ll be like a pig trying to eat a human… ah!”
 
   Only then did Lee Jin-ah realise . 
 
   This third dungeon attack would be much more taxing when compared to the other two . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin then spoke to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Let’s start with 10,000 monsters . ”
 
   …
 
   Werewolf, Werebear, Weretiger… many humans who had body parts similar to monsters were gathered . 
 
   The number seemed to have long surpassed 5,000 . 
 
   It was truly a horrific sight . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   The presence of an army of Skeletons brandishing their weapons and charging at the group over a pile of corpses made it even more terrifying . 
 
   And the centerpiece of this army was the Dullahan holding its severed head in the center of the group . 
 
   Kyahahaha!
 
   The Dullahan’s head let out a strange cry, making the scene that was already terrible, seem hellish . 
 
   And even these cries weren’t simple sounds . 
 
   [The Dullahan consumes the energy of the dead . ]
 
   As soon as the sound spread, blue smoke began rising from the piles of corpses, which then seeped into the Dullahan’s body . 
 
   [The Dullahan’s curse becomes stronger . ]
 
   At the same time, the flesh of the corpses near the Dullahan hardened as though they were frozen . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   While this was happening, Kim Woo-jin heard his 169th level up notification . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   This notification was much longer than others . 
 
   [Reached level 170 . Inventory increased by 34 spaces . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your growth . Inventory increased by an additional 34 spaces . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld bestows some power unto you . ]
 
   [The rank of the Vampire skill has increased by one . ]
 
   [The rank of the Blood Golem skill has increased by one . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld sends a special gift for you . ]
 
   [You have acquired Skill Stone(A) . ]
 
   There were so many that the sounds rang out for a long time . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin didn’t really pay attention to that . 
 
   [You have slain all the monsters that were cursed by the moon . ]
 
   [Cleared the dungeon . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t even pay attention to the fact that he’d cleared the 5 Floor dungeon . 
 
   It didn’t seem like he was interested at all . 
 
   “Fuck, never again! I’m never partying with you again! Fuck, I’m on strike too! I’m going to tell Se-chan that I’m on strike! I can’t live like this anymore! You can find a new work horse!”
 
   Despite the cries of Lee Jin-ah, who had experienced many days of suffering, Kim Woo-jin who normally would have said something, remained quiet . 
 
   Instead, he was doing calculations in his head . 
 
   ‘17 days . ’
 
   This time, the attack took 17 days . 
 
   It was much longer than the two previous attacks . 
 
   The reason for this was the survival quests they got on the first and third floors .  
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t anxious or worried because they took 17 days . 
 
   There was only one thing that he was currently interested in . 
 
   ‘He’s probably waiting outside . ’
 
   This was more than enough time for Johann Georg to complete his dungeon attack and come to wait for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   And due to this fact, a thought came to Kim Woo-jin’s mind . 
 
   ‘Johann Georg . ’
 
   The King of Undead . 
 
   The last enemy who fought against the Messiah Guild, and even forced Lee Se-jun to make compromises . 
 
   The most powerful, cruel and amazing prey that Kim Woo-jin had ever hunted . 
 
   Thinking this, Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but smile slightly . 
 
   ‘Now that I think about it, I only got to see Lee Se-jun’s real face after killing him . ’
 
   There was one simple reason why Lee Se-jun killed Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   With the death of the King of Undead, he no longer had any rivals . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin wondered what would have become of his relationship with Lee Se-jun if he didn’t manage to kill the King of Undead . 
 
   How would the story have flowed if he spared him instead of killing him?
 
   As he asked himself this question, Kim Woo-jin headed to the dungeon gate . 
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   When Kim Woo-jin exited the dungeon gate, he was greeted by an almost deafening silence . 
 
   Whoosh!
 
   At that moment, the sound of the wind became more pronounced than ever before . 
 
   However, the scene that Kim Woo-jin was looking at did not match this silence at all . 
 
   ‘A lot came . ’
 
   There were a large number of barricades surrounding the dungeon gate, and beyond those barricades was an enormous crowd of people .  
 
   If he was to give a rough estimate, Kim Woo-jin would guess that there were more than 10,000 people gathered there . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   “It’s Isaac!”
 
   Following this cry from someone in the crowd, the silence was immediately shattered . 
 
   Woooah!
 
   A huge cheer seemed to shake the entire area .  
 
   Following that shout, the dungeon gate began to fade as though it had been scared away, causing them to scream even louder . 
 
   It was a shout filled with such joy and excitement that it seemed like the crowd had lost their minds . 
 
   It was so loud that even Lee Jin-ah, who had exited the dungeon after Kim Woo-jin, froze upon hearing it . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin himself was unmoved by these shouts . 
 
   Crunch, crunch . 
 
   Only the sound of approaching footsteps filled his ears . 
 
   His eyes were the same . 
 
   In this place filled with countless people, Kim Woo-jin’s gaze was only focused on one person, who was approaching them . 
 
   It was a pale, blue-eyed man with short, blonde hair . In truth, it wouldn’t be an exaggeration to say this man was as beautiful as a woman . 
 
   ‘Johann Georg . ’
 
   This man, who was unforgettable in many ways, came to a stop in front of Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   There was no need for a long conversation . 
 
   There wasn’t even a greeting . 
 
   Instead, Johann Georg simply extended his thin, fragile-looking hand to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Suddenly, silence once again filled the air that had just been shaken by screams . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   The only sound that remained was the scattered gulps from the crowd . 
 
   ‘Is he really going to reject him?’
 
   While everyone was wondering what he would do, Kim Woo-jin simply extended his hand and shook Johann Georg’s . 
 
   Then, Johann Georg bowed slightly .  
 
   It was the moment when two heroes who utilised undead joined hands . 
 
   …
 
   Only one sentence was needed to describe the conclusion of the greatest confrontation of the century . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov and Johann Georg join forces!]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The two heroes who had participated in the confrontation of the century actually joined forces . 
 
   This was an ending that no one in the world expected . 
 
   In fact, it was much much better than anyone in the world could have expected . 
 
    And because of this, the world went wild . 
 
   -The two strongest Necromancers are going to work together!
 
   -The Dream Team is born!
 
   And at the same time, they asked the same question . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov and Johann Georg join to form the strongest necromancer party!]
 
   [What will be the Dream Team’s first target?]
 
   What would the Dream Team do next?
 
   -Naturally, they’ll debut in a 6 Floor dungeon . 
 
   -Definitely . Isaac Ivanov’s party alone was able to clear a 5 Floor dungeon in 8 days, and now, Johann Georg’s party has been added . 
 
   -For them, attacking a 5 Floor dungeon would be the same as a highschooler taking part in a middle school sporting event . It has to be 6 Floors . 
 
   -More importantly, they wouldn’t be afraid of a challenge!
 
   Naturally, no one questioned the fact that their first challenge would be a 6 Floor dungeon .  
 
   -Then, which dungeon will it be?
 
   -It wouldn’t be an ordinary 6 Floor dungeon, would it?
 
   -Will they attack at least a C rank?
 
   They just wondered what kind of 6 Floor dungeon it would be . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov answered that question without hesitation . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, “I’m not interested in dungeons that other people can clear . ”]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, “Our target is the Sphinx’s Tomb!”]
 
   There was currently only one A+ rank 6 Floor dungeon, the Sphinx’s Tomb!
 
   And that was the first stage that Isaac Ivanov wanted to step on together with Johann Georg . 
 
   Everyone in the world was absolutely gobsmacked by this proclamation . 
 
   This included Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Kurk!”
 
   The moment he saw the article, Lee Jin-ah choked on the chocolate he was eating . 
 
   “Cough, Cough!”
 
   Afterwards, he coughed several times before checking the article on his smartphone once again . 
 
   He reread it several times before heading to other news sources to check their articles . 
 
   Nevertheless, he still turned to Kim Woo-jin with a disbelieving expression . 
 
   “Hey, is this real?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded . 
 
   “Are you serious?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah asked again so this time Kim Woo-jin spoke with a definite tone . 
 
   “It’s real . ”
 
   Only then did Lee Jin-ah, who realised it really was real, close his eyes and mutter in a pained voice . 
 
   “We only cleared one 6 Floor dungeon and yet you want to take on an A+ rank… Did I sell out the country in my last life? Huh?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   A multitude of complaints poured out of his mouth . 
 
   This was natural . 
 
   As Lee Jin-ah said, he and Kim Woo-jin had only cleared one 6 Floor dungeon so far, so it was unreasonable for them to just jump to A+ rank 6 Floor dungeons, even if they added Johann Georg to the equation . 
 
   No, there was one more problem . 
 
   “Dammit, and we still have to deal with that girly bastard…”
 
   The purpose of entering the dungeon with Johann Georg wasn’t to clear the dungeon, but to deal with him . 
 
   If that was considered, then the difficulty of this dungeon had surpassed A+ rank . 
 
   “I’d rather dive into the pits of hell . ”
 
   It was clear that anyone would have concerns about entering a dungeon like that in those circumstances . 
 
   “This is the only way for it to make sense . ”
 
   That was also one of Kim Woo-jin’s objectives . 
 
   “What?”
 
   “If Johann Georg’s party was wiped out in what was considered to be an easy dungeon, the world would be forced to wonder what happened . ”
 
   It was almost guaranteed that the world would question it if Johann Georg died in a dungeon that was considered to be easy . 
 
   Besides that, there were a few other reasons . 
 
   ‘I must attack the dungeon before the Frontier Guild does . ’
 
   Before Kim Woo-jin returned to the past, the Frontier Guild’s team cleared the Sphinx Tomb dungeon in July 2024 .  
 
   That meant that there was almost no time until they attacked the dungeon . 
 
   But the biggest reason was . 
 
   ‘Because if the Frontier Guild got a hold of one of the Nine Tailed Fox’s tails, it would be too troublesome . ’
 
   One of two remaining tails of the Nine Tailed Fox was currently in the Sphinx Tomb dungeon . 
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, it was not a dungeon he could let others clear . 
 
   “Well, Johann Georg’s decision is still important . ”
 
   Of course, this still depended on whether Johann Georg’s side agreed to the attack or not . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah snorted at that remark . 
 
   “He already bowed his head, he doesn’t have a choice . ”
 
   As he’d said, since Johann Georg had been the one to approach him, he couldn’t decide to change his mind now . 
 
   “Johann Georg has to do it . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s thoughts were the same . 
 
   Johann Georg had no other options . 
 
   “But his backer might think differently . ”
 
   However, since the Messiah Guild was involved, they couldn’t afford to feel assured just yet . 
 
   ‘The cards they prepared wouldn’t be enough . ’
 
   It was all but certain that the Messiah Guild had already prepared a number of cards in order to get rid of Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   In such a situation where the location was being changed to the Sphinx Tomb dungeon, they would have to prepare even more . 
 
   ‘It must be quite the headache . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin had no intentions of just leaving it at that . 
 
   ‘Then I’ll make it worse . ’
 
   …
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   [Sphinx’s Tomb]
 
   – Floors: 6
 
   – Difficulty: A+ rank
 
   – Maximum number of Entries: 100
 
   – Requirement: Level 209 and below
 
   – Challenge Conditions: Destroy the treasure protected by the Sphinx . 
 
   – Reward: Seal Breaker(Single Use)
 
   The Sphinx’s Tomb . 
 
   As she read the dungeon report, Park Shin-hye’s expression was not very good . 
 
   ‘Of all places…’
 
   With that expression on her face, she turned to look in front of her . 
 
   There, Johann Georg’s face, which was in no way lacking when compared to Park Shin-hye, who was considered a goddess, came into view . 
 
   Unlike Park Shin-hye, Johann Georg’s expression was quite relaxed . 
 
   Park Shin-hye observed him for a moment . 
 
   Why did he look so relaxed? She silently threatened . 
 
   Only then did Johann Georg open his mouth . 
 
   “I’m already following the Messiah Guild’s orders . I will do whatever the Messiah Guild orders me to do . ”
 
   Park Shin-hye nodded at those words . 
 
   “Right . It’s not your problem . ”
 
   After saying those words, Park Shin-hye put down the dungeon report with a more relaxed expression on her face . 
 
   Of course, it was all an act . 
 
   ‘Such a headache . ’
 
   At that moment, she was more troubled than ever . 
 
   ‘I never thought he’d ask for the Sphinx Dungeon . ’
 
   Sphinx Dungeon . 
 
   It was natural that Park Shin-hye knew dungeons like this well . 
 
   These dungeons were some of the most difficult dungeons below 7 Floors . 
 
   The situation had already become one such that all the top guilds in the world were currently bidding for this dungeon . 
 
   Even the Messiah Guild had been negotiating with the Egyptian government for quite some time, and the dungeon report currently in Park Shin-hye’s hands was an item they received during these negotiations . 
 
   And he wanted to use that dungeon as his stage?
 
   There was nothing that could be done . 
 
   Especially when considering the fact that with the abilities Isaac Ivanov displayed together with Johann Georg’s, they were qualified for the challenge . 
 
   ‘They have the qualifications . ’
 
   No, it was better to say that the conditions of the Sphinx Tomb dungeon made it quite favorable for Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘Moreover, the maximum number of entries is 100 . ’
 
   Moreover, unlike other 6 Floor dungeons, the Sphinx Tomb dungeon was a place that only allowed 100 players in . 
 
   It was a dungeon where quality was far more important than quantity . 
 
   And Isaac Ivanov, who could play the role of dozens of players alone, was bound to be valued highly . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘If it’s that guy, he could probably clear it . ’
 
   In fact, she had almost no doubt that Isaac Ivanov could clear that dungeon . 
 
   ‘On the other hand, we can’t clear it without him . ’
 
   However, the chances that they could do so without him was incredibly low . 
 
   In other words, they had to wait for Isaac Ivanov to hunt the dungeon’s boss . 
 
   ‘In the first place, we wanted to kill him as soon as he tried to finish the dungeon . ’
 
   Of course, that had been their plan from the start .  
 
   The Messiah Guild had intended to kill Isaac Ivanov as soon as he killed the boss monster in the dungeon, and it was also what they prepared for . 
 
   ‘But if we want to do it now, we’ll have to invest much more . ’
 
   However, if it was the Sphinx Dungeon, they would have to invest much more just to ensure their players’ survival . 
 
   ‘Legendary…’
 
   This wouldn’t just be an investment, it’s a decisive investment . 
 
   Simply surviving in itself was a hard task in an A+ rank 6 Floor dungeon . 
 
   In Park Shin-hye’s mind, which was currently calculating the amount they’d have to invest, the words ‘give up’ seemed to flicker . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   “Of course, we still have a way to completely neutralize Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   Johann Georg spoke up and showed the ring on his finger . 
 
   “With the Hades’ Ring, Isaac Ivanov’s undead will be completely ineffective . ”
 
   Hades’ Ring . 
 
   The effect of this ring, which contained the power of the God of the Underworld, was quite simple . 
 
   To completely obey the wielder of this object!
 
   As long as it was an undead, regardless of what it was, it would have to obey the commands of the person wearing that ring . 
 
   Whether it was a boss monster in a dungeon or a monster summoned by a player, it didn’t matter . 
 
   “Whether it’s his Skeleton Knights or something else . ”
 
   That was why Johann Georg was made into the hunting dog who was to take the lead in hunting Isaac Ivanov, and why he had ten other necromancers in his team . 
 
   “And I also have a reason to kill him . ”
 
   Moreover, Johann Georg exposed his motives . 
 
   “The Emissary of the Underworld is known for his favoritism . If I don’t kill Isaac Ivanov, I will never be able to progress further . That’s why I so readily accepted the Messiah Guild’s proposal . ”
 
   Park Shin-hye gave a bright smile as though Johann Georg had helped assuage some of her fears . 
 
   “That’s reassuring to hear . ”
 
   Of course, that smile was also an act . 
 
   ‘Johann Georg would also become an obstacle someday . It wouldn’t be too bad if we used this opportunity to get rid of both of them . ’
 
   Just as another option came to Park Shin-hye’s mind, she received a text message notification on her phone . 
 
   She immediately took it out and checked the message . 
 
   Then her facial expression hardened considerably after she read the contents of the text . 
 
   Seeing this, Johann Georg couldn’t help but say . 
 
   “What happened? You look as though the dead came back to life . ”
 
   Park Shin-hye responded with a cold expression . 
 
   “That’s exactly right, the dead came back to life . ”
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   When Isaac Ivanov’s party declared their desire to attack the Sphinx Dungeon, it was naturally the Egyptian government that expressed the most displeasure . 
 
   [The Egyptian Government is currently negotiating with Isaac Ivanov!]
 
   At present, the value of the Sphinx Dungeon was increasing by the day, and giving such a valuable dungeon to Isaac Ivanov would be a major loss to the Egyptian Government . 
 
   -What is the Egyptian Government doing? Isaac Ivanov said he’d be willing to do the dungeon for free!
 
   -Are they trying to make money?
 
   -Are the Egyptian higher ups trying to take bribes for dungeons?
 
   Moreover, it was the Egyptian government officials, and not the ordinary citizens, who had the most to gain . 
 
   From the perspective of the ordinary people, they hoped that the hero, Isaac Ivanov, would remove this threat from their country sooner . 
 
   Naturally, this forced the Egyptian government to come up with other reasons . 
 
   The Egyptian government chose a fairly simple method to deal with this situation . 
 
   [The Egyptian government raises doubts on Isaac Ivanov’s team’s ability to clear the dungeon!]
 
   [The Egyptian government demands a more robust verification from Isaac Ivanov’s team . ]
 
   Either they show their ability by clearing another 6 Floor dungeon, or by recruiting additional power that was recognised by everyone!
 
   This was what they suggested in their media play . 
 
   They also gave themselves a way out . 
 
   [The Egyptian government says that if Isaac Ivanov meets these conditions, they will give him the next chance to attack . ]
 
   This way out said that, while they were unsure of the first attack, they would definitely give him the second chance . 
 
   The Egyptian government had used this so that they would still be able to sell the Sphinx’s Tomb dungeon . 
 
   All the guilds that were trying to get the dungeon, hurriedly began making their moves so that they wouldn’t lose the dungeon to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “Boss, this is such a headache . ”
 
   The situation suddenly took a bad turn for Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “It seems the negotiations with the Frontier Guild are almost complete . If Isaac Ivanov doesn’t do something fast, those Frontier Guild bastards will definitely get it . ”
 
   And for Oh Se-chan, who was playing the media for Isaac Ivanov, it was definitely going to be a headache . 
 
   “What should we do, Boss?”
 
   However, Oh Se-chan had a surprisingly calm expression compared to his panicked and anxious subordinate . 
 
   “In that case, we’ll use a magic trick . ”
 
   “Magic trick?”
 
   “Yep, a magic trick that will surprise everyone . ”
 
   The subordinate couldn’t help but wonder what kind of weird things Oh Se-chan was thinking about this time . 
 
   He made a strange expression . 
 
   “Alright, I’ll tell you what to do . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan continued . 
 
   “Listen carefully and write exactly what I tell you . ”
 
   The order he gave was simple . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov adds a new member to the team . ”
 
   This surprised his subordinate, who couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   “Who’s the new member?”
 
   Oh Se-chan smiled . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   …
 
   Papapat!
 
   Oh Se-chan couldn’t help but click his tongue as he heard the thunderous sounds of hundreds of cameras taking pictures of a man standing on a stage at the same time . 
 
   “They really gathered like dogs . ”
 
   A subordinate next to him agreed . 
 
   “They are a pack of dogs . They are hunting dogs sent to the press conference to get the article by every single media company . ”
 
   Many of those who were embroiled in controversy would usually try to settle the controversy through press conferences . 
 
   But that wasn’t always the case . 
 
   Depending on the situation, the press conference might become the cause of further controversy . 
 
   “Is Mr . Kim Woo-jin really okay?”
 
   This was the case for Kim Woo-jin, who had returned from death to help Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   He was the most delectable prey for reporters . 
 
   “I think it would have been better to not accept some of those news outlets, even if it might cause a problem…”
 
   As such, Kim Woo-jin’s press conference could not be doctored or directed for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “It can’t be helped, we’re calling it a press conference, but it’s practically a hearing at this point . Fucking Five Great Guilds . ”
 
   The ones who had raised the controversy had a much larger influence than Kim Woo-jin, which was why they had no choice but to go through with this . 
 
   Because they couldn’t direct the conference under the sharp gazes of the major powers . 
 
   “In any case, Kim Woo-jin has to figure out how to deal with it somehow . And he knows that too . ”
 
   The only option was to break through from the front, and Kim Woo-jin knew that, which was why he was currently standing on the stage . 
 
   At that moment, one of Oh Se-chan’s subordinates couldn’t help but ask in a slightly worried tone . 
 
   “Do you think Kim Woo-jin will be able to handle the media?”
 
   Instead of answering immediately, Oh Se-chan frowned slightly . 
 
   ‘He’s not a celebrity, he wouldn’t know…’
 
   Dealing with the media wasn’t the same as dealing with monsters .  
 
   In truth, Oh Se-chan did not have much hope in Kim Woo-jin’s ability to handle this kind of situation . 
 
   And that was why Oh Se-chan and his subordinates were currently watching the press conference in real time . 
 
   “He just has to hold the angle . If there’s a problem, we’ll do our best to cover it up immediately . ”
 
   “Understood . ”
 
   If a problem came up, they’d be able to give feedback immediately, and if it couldn’t be fixed like that, then they would fix it after the fact . 
 
   -What was the reason for faking your death?
 
   Then the question and answer segment began . 
 
   Naturally, every camera was focused on Kim Woo-jin at that moment . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin didn’t immediately answer . Instead, Kim Woo-jin carefully examined his surroundings . 
 
   ‘What’s going on?’
 
   ‘Is something wrong?’
 
   Just as everyone began to question his answers, Kim Woo-jin stopped and opened his mouth . 
 
   -Currently, I’m still at risk of suffering a terrorist attack . An attack against me could happen even at this very moment . In such a situation, it’s impossible to make an official appearance . 
 
   When they heard that a terrorist attack could happen at any moment, tension swept through the audience . 
 
   Oh Se-chan couldn’t hold in his laughter when he saw that . 
 
   “That was a good question . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Then, the next reporter in line to ask a question spoke up . 
 
   -If you are in such a dangerous situation . Why have you made an appearance now?
 
   The answer for this question came immediately . 
 
   -Isaac Ivanov asked for my help . So here I am . 
 
   There was absolutely no hesitation, instead, it was a statement filled with determination and loyalty to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “For Isaac Ivanov, he’s not afraid of any terrorism . What a great fellowship . ”
 
   It was an answer that touched even the hearts of the reporters who were prepared to launch attacks after hearing his answer . 
 
   Suddenly, another reporter raised their hand . 
 
   -Isaac Ivanov announced that he would add Mr . Kim Woo-jin to his team in response to the Egyptian government’s request for credentials . 
 
   Then they proceeded to ask their question without waiting for permission . 
 
   “Who is that?”
 
   “Would there be any reporter there who would start saying something like this if they weren’t from the Frontier Guild?”
 
   “Probably not . ”
 
   Currently, the ones who had the greatest sense of crisis and dissatisfaction with the progress of Isaac Ivanov’s party was the Frontier Guild, which was most likely to win the bid for the Sphinx Dungeon . 
 
   Unsurprisingly, the Frontier Guild intended to highlight Isaac Ivanov’s team’s unsuitability to attack the Sphinx Dungeon . 
 
   -However, most people in the world have doubts about whether Mr . Kim Woo-jin has such abilities . 
 
   The question of the reporter, who was practically the Frontier Guild’s representative in this press conference, was sharp and powerful . 
 
   -Moreover, you haven’t been attacking dungeons with Isaac Ivanov, so your level is definitely not as high as Isaac Ivanov’s, is it? Maybe if you had a hunting ability similar to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   And since the Frontier Guild was behind him, he continued talking without fear . 
 
   “He’s good . ”
 
   “He’s really good . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, your abilities must be trash!
 
   Oh Se-chan and his subordinates were tongue-tied when they heard the reporter’s words which were tantamount to pulling back a veil . 
 
   Of course, it wasn’t that the question was really difficult . 
 
   -Moreover, Isaac Ivanov recruited you not just because you were a former teammate, but for your abilities . So everyone in the world believes that you should prove that you are capable of being Isaac Ivanov’s teammate, like Johann Georg did . 
 
   “He’s hitting where it hurts . ”
 
   The problem was that there was no way to avoid the question . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov didn’t just reveal Kim Woo-jin to show that his teammate was alive . Instead, he basically proclaimed that with the addition of Kim Woo-jin, he would be able to clear the Sphinx Dungeon . 
 
   And there was only one real way to prove this . 
 
   -I believe that you should at least clear a 6 Floor dungeon in order to qualify . 
 
   Prove your abilities against monsters . 
 
   “That means he’d have to enter a dungeon . ”
 
   The only way to prove your abilities was through dungeons . 
 
   “As expected, they’re trying to buy time . If Kim Woo-jin enters the dungeon to prove his ability, he’d be gone for at least a month . ”
 
   If Kim Woo-jin really entered a dungeon to prove his ability, it would take about a month or so . 
 
   And in the present era, anything could happen in a month . 
 
   “By that time, the Frontier Guild would have already entered the Sphinx Dungeon . ”
 
   A subordinate beside Oh Se-chan couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   “What are we gonna do?”
 
   To prove his capabilities, he would have to enter a dungeon, but if he did so, it was almost guaranteed that they would lose the opportunity to enter the dungeon to the Frontier Guild and the other Guilds . 
 
   -Then I’ll prove my ability . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s face filled the screen as he answered the question . 
 
   -I’ll show you in real time with monsters that came out of dungeons . 
 
   …
 
   Tututu!
 
   The rotors of three AH-64, otherwise known as Apache helicopters, made loud noises as they prepared for take off . 
 
   And a short distance away from these helicopters, a soldier was being interviewed in front of a camera by a reporter holding a mic . 
 
   “Currently, more than 900 monsters have been identified in the Jackson State Forest . Among them are twelve Giant Orcs which appear on the fifth floor and higher . ”
 
   It was quite terrifying information . 
 
   The fact that over 900 monsters were moving in a group meant that a boss monster had appeared to lead them . As for the Giant Orcs, they were monsters that players disliked encountering because of how tough they were . 
 
   Of course, that was only the case in dungeons . 
 
   In real life, where they had access to modern weapons, these monsters weren’t as much of a threat . 
 
   For the US military, in particular, these monsters were in no way a threat . 
 
   Tututu!
 
   Together with the Apache helicopters they were about to board, Lieutenant Colonel Michael, who was being interviewed, would be able to turn these monsters into bloodstains in no time . 
 
   That was the United States was able to maintain its status as the world’s strongest . They were the only country with an army capable of perfectly defending their vast territory . 
 
   Nevertheless, Lieutenant Colonel Michael’s expression wasn’t good at that moment . 
 
   “And now, Kim Woo-jin is heading to those monsters’ location . ”
 
   Just like he said, Kim Woo-jin was going to prove his ability against monsters in reality rather than in a dungeon . 
 
   This fact made the world go wild for many reasons . 
 
   For one, actually seeing players hunt monsters in reality was much rarer than one would initially expect . 
 
   After all, the players had no need to risk their lives fighting the monsters when they had the great power of modern weaponry behind them . 
 
   And even when they did step forward, they only did so in situations where they could make use of modern weapons unless they had no choice but to use their own ability against the monsters . 
 
   In simple terms, they had no reason to put down their guns and pick up knives . 
 
   However, the opportunity to see a player fight like they were in a dungeon in real life had finally come . 
 
   “As said before, if Kim Woo-jin fails in his attempt, our troops will take care of it . ”
 
   In other words, Lieutenant Colonel Michael’s troops would be cleaning up after a player . This was why his expression wasn’t very good at that moment . 
 
   ‘Dammit . ’
 
   The US military, which was one of the most powerful forces in the entire world, was being made to clean up after a Korean player . 
 
   ‘Isaac… I thought we’d gotten rid of him . ’
 
   More importantly, Kim Woo-jin was a teammate of Isaac Ivanov, who had wounded America’s pride before, and he was doing this for Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   This made him feel even worse . 
 
   “Lieutenant Colonel Michael, do you believe Kim Woo-jin will succeed?” 
 
   The reporter asked this question to Lieutenant Colonel Michael . (TL: don’t answer Michael, it’s a trap . )
 
   At that question, Lieutenant Colonel Michael showed his displeasure by displaying a blatantly mocking grin . 
 
   ‘Hunt those monsters on his own?’
 
   Then he turned to look at the helicopters firing up behind him . 
 
   ‘These three Apache helicopters would be needed to clear out that group of monsters . ’
 
   It wouldn’t be too difficult for the three Apache helicopters to deal with the group of monsters . 
 
   In other words, Kim Woo-jin was trying to take on the role of three Apache helicopters . 
 
   ‘There’s no way a single player could do that . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   And for Lieutenant Colonel Michael, who knew the power these helicopters possessed better than anyone, it was insulting that such a thing was even suggested . 
 
   “I just hope nothing goes wrong . ”
 
   As he said that, his expression clearly showed that he didn’t believe Kim Woo-jin was capable of doing it . 
 
   Then the report came . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin has begun hunting!”
 
   The interview ended immediately . 
 
   When Lieutenant Colonel Michael beckoned, fully armed soldiers began boarding the helicopter, and the reporter followed them . 
 
   Tututu!
 
   Then, before long, the helicopters roared loudly as they quickly headed to the location where the monsters were . 
 
   …
 
   Giant Orc . 
 
   A Giant Orc over three meters . Naturally, the strength that this huge body could showcase was beyond description . 
 
   They could tear a Troll apart with their bare hands, and when they were in a group, they wouldn’t even avoid fighting an Ogre . 
 
   But the really scary thing about Giant Orcs wasn’t their physical ability . 
 
   The truly horrific thing about them was their Troll-like vitality and the fact that once they found a prey, they would not stop pursuing them until they died . 
 
   Some players even said that if you encountered one when on your own, it would be better to just kill yourself on the spot . 
 
   Gurgle!
 
   It was this very Giant Orc that fell to the ground with its eyes rolled back in its head, struggling to breath . 
 
   Gurgle!
 
   This creature on the ground in no way resembled the one that drove fear into the hearts of players everywhere . 
 
   Crunch, crunch!
 
   Then a man appeared in front of this Giant Orc . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, stared at the Orc before him with a blank expression . 
 
   This was a sight that players, who knew what the Giant Orc was capable of, would find hard to believe . 
 
   Was there anything to fear from a Giant Orc when it was struggling to breathe?
 
   Nevertheless, Kim Woo-jin simply looked down at the Giant Orc with bloody eyes . 
 
   That was it . 
 
   He didn’t stab a sword into its defenseless body, he didn’t use a spell or skill, and he didn’t appear to be cautious of it either . 
 
   He didn’t even seem that interested in it . 
 
   Instead, after a short while, he lifted his head and looked around . 
 
   There wasn’t much to see because of the thick poisonous fog and the black rain that was falling from the sky . 
 
   Gurgle!
 
   Gurgle!
 
   And all that could be heard was sounds similar to those from the Giant Orc coming from every direction . 
 
   After listening for a moment, Kim Woo-jin lifted the camera in his hand and spoke . 
 
   “Hunt complete . ”
 
   Along with those words, Kim Woo-jin moved the camera around, making sure to show everything that was happening as he continued . 
 
   “I’ve shown everything I am willing to show . If you are still unconvinced after this, you can come see for yourself . ”
 
   Finally, Kim Woo-jin turned the camera to himself . 
 
   “Otherwise, please allow Isaac Ivanov’s party to attack the Sphinx’s Tomb dungeon . ”
 
   It was the moment when the Third Undead came back from death and was added to Isaac Ivanov’s party . 
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   In the current era, many people were interested in the dungeon attacks carried out by players . 
 
   Because of this, whenever players entered dungeons, there would always be people who lamented . 
 
   -Ah, I really want to see what it’s like for players to attack dungeons . 
 
   -If dungeon attacks could be broadcasted, wouldn’t players take up the top 100 spots of the world’s rich list?
 
   -Is there really no way to make it work? I just want to see a video, it doesn’t have to be live . 
 
   They wanted to see the players fight . 
 
   Of course, this was nothing strange . 
 
   Instead, it would be strange if no one was interested in watching fights against monsters that transcended common sense using just the power of their bodies and mysterious items without the help of modern weapons . 
 
   -There should be a broadcast like that, right?
 
   -Watch Man and Monster!
 
   In fact, many broadcasts, videos, and other content were produced for that purpose . 
 
   Things like fake documentaries or fighting against monsters in a controlled setting were quite popular, and among them, Man and Monster, was a huge hit . 
 
   -I want to see real players, not that crappy acting . 
 
   -They have to direct it to put it out . Besides, aren’t they just cowards who ran away from attacking dungeons?
 
   -Fake, it’s so fake . 
 
   Of course, most players who took part in such broadcasts were called losers by the rest of the world . 
 
   Those players who without courage were no longer able to attack dungeons so they decided to turn to acting for fear of losing what little fame they had . 
 
   To compare them to the real players who fought on the front lines was an insult to those players, so people wanted to see the hunts by real players instead . 
 
   But it was impossible . 
 
   -Say something that makes sense . It would be really risky for a player who’s attacking a 5 Floor dungeon to try something so stupid!
 
   -It’s already enough for players to risk their lives just to clear the dungeons . 
 
   It also wouldn’t be cheap for them to ask real players to make content to be broadcasted . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin, “I will prove my abilities with monsters in real life . ”!!]
 
   [The stage is California, USA!]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   [A player throws himself into a group of monsters!]
 
   Therefore, the world went wild when Kim Woo-jin said he would use his powers against the monsters in real life . 
 
   -Is this article true?
 
   -Wow, a 5 Floor player is attacking monsters in real life? Without the help of modern weapons?
 
   It was a craze that transcended common sense, and even those who had not been interested in it began to pay attention . 
 
   An unprecedented stage had appeared, and Kim Woo-jin appeared on that stage to show the world . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin is completely overpowering the monsters!]
 
   Just how powerful a frontline player is . 
 
   -Wow, this is crazy . 
 
   -I can confidently shout now . Monsters can’t do anything in front of poison . 
 
   -Is this the birth of a Poison King?
 
   Moreover, people were incredibly surprised by the power Kim Woo-jin displayed with his poison . 
 
   But the players didn’t just stop at surprise . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin wasn’t supposed to be that powerful, was he?”
 
   “This is crazy, isn’t this just poison? Could poison really make a Giant Orc just collapse like that?”
 
   “His poison is powerful, but it’s his skills that are terrifying . ”
 
   In all honesty, Kim Woo-jin had already disappeared from people’s memories, and before that, he was only considered to be one of the supporting roles for the main character, Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   No one had ever considered him to be on the same level as Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   However, it was clear now that Kim Woo-jin’s ability was not lacking when compared to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “Poison and Undead, that’s the worst combination . Imagine fighting against Isaac Ivanov’s skeletons while in the poison fog… horrific . ”
 
   “And now there is an extra addition . ”
 
   And now Johann Georg was added to the equation . 
 
   Naturally, no one could raise anymore doubts about their power . 
 
   “They would definitely be able to clear the Sphinx dungeon . ”
 
   “It may not be enough…”
 
   They deserved the opportunity . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   And the Egyptian government had no choice but to give a response . 
 
   [The Egyptian government gives Isaac Ivanov the right to attack the Sphinx Tomb dungeon!]
 
   Permission had been granted . 
 
   …
 
   [The Egyptian government gives Isaac Ivanov the right to attack the Sphinx Tomb dungeon!]
 
   The moment this breaking news was released, Lee Jin-ah had one reaction . 
 
   “Fuck . ”
 
   After hearing that, Kim Woo-jin turned to look at him,
 
   “You must be in a good mood to swear . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah turned to look at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Fuck . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled slightly . 
 
   ‘Just as expected . ’
 
   The current situation was exactly what Kim Woo-jin wanted .  
 
   He would now be able to enter the Sphinx dungeon together with Johann Goerg .  
 
   And Kim Woo-jin had one more goal . 
 
   ‘Now the Messiah Guild has to choose . ’
 
   The Messiah Guild would not have expected the power of the Poison King, Kim Woo-jin, when they estimated Isaac Ivanov’s power . 
 
   But now, things had changed and the Messiah Guild was forced to do one of two things . 
 
   ‘Give up or continue the race . ’
 
   Fold or call . 
 
   Regardless of what they picked, it would be good for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘If they give up, then it’ll be easier to get rid of Johann Georg . ’
 
   If they gave up on trying to kill Isaac Ivanov and let Johann Georg enter the dungeon anyway, it would be easier for Kim Woo-jin to get rid of him . 
 
   ‘If they don’t give up then they’ll have to give him better treasures . ’
 
   On the other hand, if the Messiah Guild decided to increase his power with Kim Woo-jin in mind, Kim Woo-jin would be able to obtain more . 
 
   Regardless of what they picked, Kim Woo-jin only stood to gain . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin knew exactly what they would choose . 
 
   ‘They will definitely call . ’
 
   If Isaac Ivanov cleared the Sphinx Tomb dungeon, what would his next target be?
 
   The answer was obvious . 
 
   7 Floors! Isaac Ivanov’s next target would definitely be a 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   And if that happened, the world would really start comparing them . 
 
   ‘Because if they don’t, Isaac Ivanov will definitely be considered a rival to Lee Se-jun . ’
 
   Lee Se-jun!
 
   Lee Se-jun, the Saviour and one and only conqueror of a 7 Floor dungeon would be placed on the same starting line as Isaac Ivanov to see who would save the world first . 
 
   ‘And that would be absolutely unacceptable . ’
 
   That was something the Messiah Guild wanted to avoid at all costs . 
 
   The Messiah Guild would do anything to make sure there was only one saviour, even killing their most powerful and loyal hunting dog . 
 
   Therefore, only one question remained . 
 
   Did Kim Woo-jin really have the power to be the hunter and not the prey?
 
   But Kim Woo-jin didn’t even think long about this question . 
 
   ‘All that’s left is to hunt the hunter that wants to hunt me . ’
 
   Because there was still one trick he had hidden away . 
 
   …
 
   “When you think about the cost of monster corpses, the desert is like a gold mine . ”
 
   A place where you could easily find monsters . 
 
   “On the other hand, the Sub-Saharan Desert was devastated by monsters, but you know that’s just a repository of resources, right? We just had to mine this resource . So where would we build our headquarters to do so? Well, we had no choice but to build outposts in Egypt, in North Africa, where the Nile river is located . ”
 
   At the same time, as southern Africa became embroiled in turmoil, companies and other forces aiming for the scattered resources were forced to settle in North Africa, and most of them settled in Egypt . 
 
   Since people who did business relating to monsters gathered, it was natural that their ability to fight monsters increased . 
 
   And when the security stabilized, people and capital began gathering as well . And with such a virtuous cycle, Egypt grew to be the strongest power in Africa . 
 
   “Well, that doesn’t mean the Egyptian citizens benefited from it . ”
 
   Of course, it was only the so-called ‘high ranking officials’ who enjoyed the becoming of a powerful nation . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Under the title of a ‘wartime situation’, the Egyptian citizens were living lives that weren’t even as good as before . 
 
   That was the scene that Kim Woo-jin was witnessing at that moment . 
 
   The Egyptian government official who came to greet them did so with a large fleet of Rolls-Royce Phantoms . 
 
   What’s more, these vehicles had all been heavily modified . 
 
   It was a scene that one would only expect to see from the oil magnates in the middle east, as there was even a mini fridge in each vehicle filled with expensive alcohol worth millions of won per bottle . 
 
   On the other hand, the scene outside the window was an incredibly stark contrast . 
 
   Beyond a fence topped with barbed wire, refugees from all over the country who had lost their homes could be seen around the horribly disorganized temporary dwellings they’d created . 
 
   “Under the name of an emergency, a dictatorship was created . This world is really sick . Isn’t that right? ”
 
   After saying that, Lee Jin-ah turned his head to Kim Woo-jin who met his gaze while saying . 
 
   “It seems you studied hard . ”
 
   “Study? For a brilliant guy like me, this amount of knowledge is basic, basic!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s denial reminded Kim Woo-jin of the scene on the plane, where Lee Jin-ah was trying hard to memorise something . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin didn’t pay too much attention to it . 
 
   Instead, he once again turned his head to look out the window, taking in the horrible scene on the side of the road . 
 
   This scenery was the reason . 
 
   ‘I said I would change the world . ’
 
   The reason Kim Woo-jin willingly bowed his head and became a hunting dog and a pawn for Lee Se-jun and the Messiah Guild . 
 
   He believed they could change the world . 
 
   ‘I thought he would be different . ’
 
   He believed that Lee Se-jun wouldn’t be like those power hungry and greedy people, but instead, he turned out to be the most greedy and dangerous monster in the world . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah broke Kim Woo-jin out of his reverie as he said .  
 
   “Hey, the pyramid is really big . We haven’t even arrived yet and I can already see it . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin then turned his head to look, and just over the horizon, the tip of a pyramid could be seen . 
 
   Looking at it, Kim Woo-jin had a thought . 
 
   ‘Lee Se-jun, I will meet you before this year ends . ’
 
   There wasn’t much time left until his revenge . 
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   Before entering a dungeon, there was a lot of preparation that needed to be done .  
 
   Especially when the party involved was Isaac Ivanov’s . 
 
   This had already experienced numerous terrorist attacks and they had been in countless deadly situations . 
 
   “Access is denied to reporters!”
 
   Therefore, it was natural that Isaac Ivanov’s party would demand thorough surveillance, security and supervision ahead of their attack on the Sphinx’s Tomb dungeon . 
 
   “Those who do not cooperate will be shot!”
 
   That’s why the reporters did not act recklessly in the face of the Egyptian army’s words despite the huge story that was in front of them . 
 
   ‘If you make a wrong move you’ll really get shot . ’
 
   ‘Now is not the time to take risks . ’
 
   Isaac Ivanov’s party had no choice but to do whatever they could to ensure their dungeon attack wasn’t hindered, even if it meant using brutal methods . 
 
   It was under this strict supervision that Isaac Ivanov’s party gathered in front of a dungeon gate which had appeared in the center of the Pyramid of Khafre . 
 
   They were made up of Isaac Ivanov’s team of three and Johann Georg’s team of eleven, for a total of fourteen players, who were making their final preparations before entering the dungeon . 
 
   “Check your inventories one more time and make sure you have all the items we need!”
 
   And among them, Johann Georg and his ten teammates were the busiest . Johann Georg repeatedly shouted at them to check their inventories . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin watched quietly from the side . 
 
   ‘There’s no indication . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was holding a small device in his hand . 
 
   It was an alarm that was connected to all kinds of surveillance equipment that Oh Se-chan had installed in this place a long while before . 
 
   It was given to Kim Woo-jin so that he would be able to tell if anyone was trying to secretly approach them . 
 
   And this alarm was currently silent . 
 
   ‘That means nothing was detected on the infrared and ultrasonic cameras . ’
 
   This meant that nothing had been detected by the sensors so far . 
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes became golden . 
 
   [Horus’ Eyes have opened . ]
 
   Horus’ Eyes could see through everything!
 
   The moment he opened his eyes, the view of the world that Kim Woo-jin had, immediately changed as information of all kinds became visible . 
 
   ‘They prepared a lot . ’
 
   Even information on the items Johann Georg and his party had brought with them was visible . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin couldn’t find anything strange . 
 
   ‘Horus’ Eyes can’t see anything . ’
 
   There was also no indications anywhere else . 
 
   ‘If so…’
 
   That was why Kim Woo-jin was certain . 
 
   ‘It looks like they brought out the Cap of Invisibility . ’
 
   That this was the item the assassin who was targeting him was using . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was also satisfied by this fact . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Then all the preparations are complete . ’
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin spoke up . 
 
   “We’ll enter the dungeon soon . ”
 
   The dungeon attack had commenced . 
 
   …
 
   Cluck cluck!
 
   From its appearance, there wasn’t much of a difference between these chickens and normal chickens .  
 
   These chickens looked quite similar to chickens that one could find on a chicken farm, except for the fact that they had black spots and stripes on their bodies and beaks . 
 
   A hundred such chickens were gathered, tapping their beaks against the floor . And from a distance, one might even think they were a group of chickens who were pecking the feed that had been thrown on the floor . 
 
   But if one were to get closer, they would never believe that these were normal chickens . 
 
   First, they were many times too big . 
 
   Every single one of these chickens had a height above two meters when they stood straight . 
 
   Puk Puk!
 
   What was more surprising was that the things they were pecking at were actually Trolls!
 
   Roar!
 
   These chickens weren’t even pecking at the Trolls and eating them ravenously, instead, they were slowly peeling the Trolls’ flesh back and pecking at them . (TL: bruh these chickens are metal)
 
   Feral Chickens!
 
   They were monsters who could only be found in 5 Floor dungeons and above . These monsters were known for their cruelty, ferocity, viciousness and cleverness . 
 
   Moreover, because they lived in large groups, they were monsters that even veterans, who were experienced with attacking 5 Floor dungeons, would get cold sweat if they encountered them . 
 
   That’s why they were nicknamed Chicken Run .  
 
   This was because whenever players encountered a large group of Feral Chickens, they would run away like cowards . 
 
   But now a group of people were approaching these chickens without even trying to conceal their presence . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   They even made a lot of noise and revealed their might . 
 
   Koo, koo!
 
   At the sound, the Feral Chickens looked up from the Trolls they were pecking at and observed the group that approached them with hostility, with eyes filled with ridicule . 
 
   Koh!
 
   The eyes of these chickens then became filled with murderous intent,
 
   They intended to smash the heads of these fools who dared to interrupt their meals and peck at their brains . 
 
   Koh?
 
   But the eyes of the Feral Chickens shook when they finally got a good look at the group who were approaching them . 
 
   Koo!
 
   The ferocious Feral Chickens immediately became terrified . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   The fear of encountering a group of over 500 skeletons was not something that could be explained . 
 
   Moreover, it wasn’t just an army of Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
   Hyaha!
 
   A group of Skeleton Wizards, who were poised to throw fireballs at any moment were moving alongside the group of Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kyaha!
 
   And at the front, the line of Skeleton Knights gave off a horrifying momentum . 
 
   But the one that drew the most attention was the Dullahan, the headless knight who stood at the helm of the army . 
 
   The eerie cries coming out of the Dullahan were enough to make the meat on the Feral Chickens’ bodies harden . 
 
   Kyahahaha!
 
   The Dullahan’s head’s cries filled their ears . 
 
   [The Dullahan’s cries stuns the Feral Chickens . ]
 
   Koo!
 
   Following that ear piercing shriek, the Feral Chickens subconsciously took a step back . 
 
   And it was at that moment that the hunt had come to an end,
 
   What followed could only be called a massacre . 
 
   “Amazing . ”
 
   Johann Georg exclaimed with a sincere expression on his face . 
 
   The scene in front of him was already coming to a close and there were only a few Feral Chickens left . 
 
   Clap clap clap!
 
   He couldn’t help but clap when he saw six Skeleton Soldiers move like a well oiled machine in order to take down a Feral Chicken . 
 
   “Every time I see Mr . Ivanov’s Skeleton Soldiers I can’t help but feel admiration . ”
 
   Of course, this was only possible because Isaac Ivanov’s skeletons were truly different from others . 
 
   “It’s really different from my own Skeleton Soldiers . ”
 
   This was proven by the fact that the way Johann Georg’s Skeleton Soldiers attacked was really different .  
 
   Koo!
 
   While the Skeleton Soldiers with shields blocked the Feral Chickens’ attacks, the Skeleton Soldiers with spears stabbed the chickens’ bodies at the same time . 
 
   There was no glamor, only simplicity . 
 
   Honestly, compared to the prowess displayed by Isaac Ivanov’s skeletons, it was a sight that would make one shake their head rather than applaud . 
 
   ‘It’s still the same, without any flaws . ’
 
   Instead, it was more compact because of its simplicity . 
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin knew better than anyone just how effective this compactness could truly be . 
 
   ‘That’s what made Johann Georg so fearsome . ’
 
   Johann Georg’s skeleton army was more like a wall of despair than a spear . 
 
   A wall of despair so high that even the Messiah Guilds was forced to give up its conquest . 
 
   ‘It’s not that much now . ’
 
   Of course, that was only the case before Kim Woo-jin had returned to the past .  
 
   It was natural for the current Johann Georg’s abilities to be much weaker since Kim Woo-jin had effectively ‘stolen’ many important skills from him since his return . 
 
   “Your Book of the Dead is quite shocking no matter how many times I see it . ”
 
   More importantly, Kim Woo-jin had even managed to obtain skills that even Johann Georg didn’t have before he returned to the past . 
 
   Of course, that wasn’t the case for everything . 
 
   “I’m envious of your Boatman Charon(1) Skill . ”
 
   It was a skill that allowed the user to make a deal with Charon, the ferryman who took the dead to the underworld .  
 
   Skeleton Soldiers, Skeleton Knights, and even Dullahans and Death Knights could all be traded for as long as the appropriate price was paid . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   And the price here was magic power . As long as he had magic power, Johann Georg would be able to maintain his skeleton army without needing new corpses to sacrifice . 
 
   ‘It’s a horrific skill . ’
 
   It was one of the skills that bothered Kim Woo-jin as it had a hand in the creation of the King of Undead . 
 
   “It’s such a shame that there could only be one skill page . ”
 
   Of course, since it was a legendary skill, it wasn’t possible for more than one person to have it . 
 
   “If I had another one, I’d definitely give it to you without hesitation . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov laughed at Johann Georg’s words . 
 
   Suddenly . 
 
   Kooii!
 
   A painful screech could be heard . 
 
   “Shiba!”
 
   Followed by a shout that sounded like thunder,
 
   Whoo!
 
   Johann Georg let out a short whistle at the sound, turning his head in Lee Jin-ah’s direction . 
 
   What he saw was Lee Jin-ah beating up a Feral Chicken with nothing but his fists . 
 
   Even in a place like a dungeon which was much more brutal than reality, such a sight was still quite shocking to behold . 
 
   “That guy is really amazing . ”
 
   Johann Georg sincerely expressed his admiration, and Kim Woo-jin let out a laugh . 
 
   “Clearing this dungeon will definitely be easy . ”
 
   When he heard that, Johann Georg subconsciously rubbed a ring on his finger and said . 
 
   “It’s a pleasure . ”
 
   Then he smiled at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled right back at him . Of course, it was completely different on the inside . 
 
   ‘Hades’ Ring . ’
 
   This was the first time that Kim Woo-jin had seen this item . 
 
   ‘I never thought there could be something like this . ’
 
   Moreover, the effect of this item was so powerful that it shocked even Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘As long as he engraved a sign on them he would be able to make any undead monster his… this kind of robbery could only be possible with an item . ’
 
   It was a double-edged sword-like item for all those who had the Emissary of the Underworld as their halo . 
 
   Firstly, the merit was incredible . 
 
   Being able to take undead from others meant that it was possible for him to use an undead army that far surpassed his summoning limit . 
 
   This was the reason why Johann Georg had a team of ten other necromancers . 
 
   At the same time, it presented a risk factor . If there was one item that could do this, it was possible for there to be others that had a similar effect . 
 
   ‘It would have been easier to get rid of Johann Georg with this item . ’
 
   If the Hades’ Ring had been in the Messiah Guild’s hands in the past, he was almost certain that Lee Se-jun would have hunted the King of Undead himself . 
 
   ‘It’s such a headache . ’
 
   In other words, it was something that could be fatal to Kim Woo-jin, who was no different from the King of Undead . 
 
   This meant that as long as the imprints were engraved at that moment, then even his Skeleton Knights and Dullahan would be stolen away . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   And if that happened, Kim Woo-jin would be forced to make sacrifices in order to summon new ones . 
 
   What if there was nothing to sacrifice?
 
   That meant that he wouldn’t be able to summon anything . 
 
   ‘The most troublesome part is that he revealed it himself . ’
 
   Johann Georg had directly informed Kim Woo-jin about the Hades’ Ring . 
 
   In a way, this could be seen as Johann Georg expressing his sincere loyalty to Isaac Ivanov as though he was saying ‘I have nothing to hide from you’ . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin knew the truth . 
 
   ‘It’s a difficult threat to ignore . ’
 
   This was done to tie Isaac Ivanov’s feet . If Johann Georg and Isaac Ivanov were to have a confrontation, Isaac Ivanov wouldn’t have a choice but to be mindful of the Hades’ Ring’s effect . 
 
   Sometimes, revealing something was much more useful than concealing it . 
 
   ‘That’s Johann Georg’s style . ’
 
   That was the King of Undead’s style . 
 
   He was the type who profited from revealing his power rather than gaining something by hiding it . 
 
   In fact, by deliberately revealing Hades’ Ring, Johann Georg would be able to hide his true power more easily . 
 
   ‘Then I’d have to deal with the assassin wearing the Cap of Invisibility while focused on the ring . ’
 
   In that situation, it would be almost impossible for him to notice the presence of the assassin wearing the Cap of Invisibility which hid the wearer’s presence from the very world . 
 
   Moreover, it was impossible for him to identify just who the assassin wearing the Cap of Invisibility was . 
 
   ‘There are restrictions, but…’
 
   As much as it had amazing power, it also had many restrictions . 
 
   Once the cap was equipped, the wearer could not attack anything, and once they took it off there would be a 24hr cooldown before they could equip it again . 
 
   And finally, no food could be consumed while wearing the cap . 
 
   In truth, it wasn’t an item suited for assassination . 
 
   Instead, for Lee Se-jun, who was the owner of the Cap of Invisibility, it was more of a survival tool that could be used in the event of a bad situation . 
 
   It was one of the last items to protect he who should never die . 
 
   ‘That doesn’t mean it can’t be used . ’
 
   Of course, as long as the shortcomings were covered for, there was no better tool for assassination . 
 
   The assassin’s success would be all but guaranteed . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was also certain . 
 
   ‘There’s no way to prevent their attacks . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was certain that if the assassin tried to attack him, he would be unable to prevent it or avoid it . 
 
   Of course, he had already prepared for that scenario . 
 
   [2,222 Feral Chickens have been killed . ]
 
   [Proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   Then they received the notification to head to the next floor . 
 
   When he heard the notification, Johann Georg gave Kim Woo-jin a smile .  
 
   “Time for the second floor . I want to reach the sixth floor as fast as possible . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded . 
 
   “Me too . ”
 
   The dungeon attack truly began in earnest . 
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   For Isaac Ivanov’s team, the dungeon attack was not difficult at all . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   In front of the skeleton army made up of over 600 skeletons, there were no monsters who could stand against them . 
 
   “It’s Kim Woo-jin’s poison . 
 
   “Stand back . ”
 
   And even if there were any enemies who could face the army, they were still forced to kneel in front of Kim Woo-jin’s poison . 
 
   There were no pauses, and no hesitation . 
 
   [Proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   Therefore, on the 21st day since they entered the dungeon, Isaac Ivanov’s party and Johann Georg’s party successfully cleared the fifth floor of the dungeon . 
 
   “Only one floor is left . ”
 
   And now only the sixth floor remained . 
 
   Tensions were high for these players who were about to enter the sixth floor for the first time . 
 
   “I think it’ll be harder than we expected . ”
 
   It wasn’t just the tension that came with the fact that it was the last floor left . 
 
   “Because it hasn’t been easy up to this point . ”
 
   The dungeon’s difficulty rating hadn’t been a lie . Which meant that the last floor would be much harder to deal with than the previous floors . 
 
   ‘This is the end . ’
 
   ‘It’s coming to an end . ’
 
   Most of all, everyone present knew that only one of the two parties would be able to survive the sixth floor . 
 
   For some, the sixth floor would be their grave .  
 
   Maybe that was why it was hard for him to not say something . 
 
   “Now then . ”
 
   Suddenly, Johann Georg spoke out .  
 
   The only thing he could see was the air, yet he smiled anyway . 
 
   “Let’s go hunt that monster . ”
 
   With those words, the world around them changed, and a new world welcomed them . 
 
   Puk!
 
   The first thing that greeted them was fine sand that reached their knees .  
 
   “It’s a forest . ”
 
   “It’s a jungle . ” (TL: aka dense forest)
 
   The next thing that greeted them was a lush jungle that was growing out of the sand . 
 
   ‘Uh?’
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   It was then . 
 
   “I’ll give you a notice . ”
 
   As soon as everyone entered, Isaac Ivanov addressed the group . 
 
   “From now on, we are going to pause the attack indefinitely until we catch the assassin targeting us . ”
 
   …
 
   “From now on, we are going to pause the attack indefinitely until we catch the assassin targeting us . ”
 
   It was none other than Johann Georg who reacted first to Isaac Ivanov’s words as soon as they entered the sixth floor filled with tension . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   To be precise, it was Johann Georg’s Skeleton Soldiers that attacked Isaac Ivanov’s skeleton soldiers without hesitation, creating the loud sound of bones sounded out . 
 
   Clang!
 
   Immediately afterward, the thunderous sounds of weapons colliding filled the area as the Skeleton Soldiers became locked in combat . 
 
   Clang!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Clang!
 
   The battle between Johann Georg and Isaac Ivanov’s had begun . 
 
   “Capture!”
 
   Then Johann Georg began shouting orders in a terrifyingly cold voice to his ten necromancer subordinates . 
 
   “Get the Skeleton Knights first, so they don’t get away!”
 
   Lock down the Skeleton Knights . 
 
   Johann Georg had already seen the core . 
 
   ‘I can’t get Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   It was impossible for them to catch Isaac Ivanov’s party at that moment . 
 
   ‘Isaac Ivanov’s Skeleton Knights are already raised, so if he loses them he can’t regain them . ’
 
   Even so, they should at least prioritize the Skeleton Knights, which was Isaac Ivanov’s core power . 
 
   ‘It takes a long time to rebuild the stacks for Ruler of the Battlefield . ’
 
   More importantly, the Skeleton Knights Kim Woo-jin was using were those who had already been buffed to the limit before being sealed into the Book of the Dead . 
 
   Taking them down would be the same as disabling the other side’s state of the art equipment . 
 
   It was something that had to be done even at the risk of their lives . 
 
   “Don’t pay attention to the Skeleton Soldiers! Just get the Skeleton Knights! It’s fine even if you use more skeletons! We have more than double their number!”
 
   In other words, they couldn’t take the time to focus on the Skeleton Soldiers now . 
 
   ‘Johann Georg noticed it quickly . ’
 
   And Kim Woo-jin also knew that . 
 
   ‘But it’s too late . ’
 
   Knowing that the most important thing to do in this situation was protect the Skeleton Knights, Kim Woo-jin had been using the Skeleton Soldiers as decoys from the start in order to get away with his main force . 
 
   And his Skeleton Soldiers performed their task perfectly . 
 
   They managed to stall Johann Georg and the Ten’s skeletons, which were three or four times their number for quite a while . 
 
   And taking advantage of that advantage, Kim Woo-jin, his alter ego, Lee Jin-ah, and the Skeleton Knights, began escaping under Johann Georg’s vengeful gaze . 
 
   Seeing this, one of his subordinates couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   “Should we follow them?”
 
   Johann Georg’s answer was simple . 
 
   “I don’t know about an all out battle, but it’s insane to even try to chase after Isaac Ivanov’s party . ”
 
   Then, Johann Georg said to the air . 
 
   “It looks like he guessed our plan . ”
 
   …
 
   [Dullahan has been sealed in the book of the dead . ]
 
   When the sandstorm that swirled around the Dullahan’s body died down, a large stone slab could be seen in its place . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin then took the stone slab and placed it into the large Book of the Dead . 
 
   That was the last one . 
 
   [30 pages are currently available . ]
 
   Soon after, he received a notification, but Kim Woo-jin ignored it and pulled out a stone slab from the book . 
 
   At that time, Lee Jin-ah walked up to him . 
 
   “I don’t think anyone is following us . ”
 
   Instead of answering the question in Russian, Kim Woo-jin gave a signal by covering his mouth with his finger . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah shut his mouth and nodded, understanding that there might be an invisible pursuer . 
 
   Meanwhile, Kim Woo-jin summoned the Skeleton Soldier from the page he pulled out of the Book of the Dead . 
 
   [Summoned Wyvern Skeleton Soldier . ]
 
   The one summoned was none other than the Wyvern Skeleton Soldier . 
 
   [Used Resurrection . ]
 
   The next step was, of course, using the Osiris’ Ring’s resurrection skill . 
 
   The body of the Wyvern, which had only been bones before, became covered and filled with flesh, skin and blood . 
 
   Kieeh!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The Wyvern, which had returned to life, revealed its feelings without hesitation . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin then climbed onto the Wyvern’s back . This time, the usual saddle wasn’t present . 
 
   When Lee Jin-ah tilted his head after discovering this fact, Kim Woo-jin beckoned to him . 
 
   “Get on . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah froze for a moment before responding . 
 
   “It’s a bit strange to ride behind a man…”
 
   Kim Woo-jin shot an eerie gaze towards Lee Jin-ah, who said these words with a sincerely serious expression . 
 
   “You better get on before I make it carry you in its mouth . ”
 
   At those words, Lee Jin-ah turned to look at the Wyvern’s snout, and as if it had been waiting, the Wyvern yawned, revealing rows of sharp teeth . 
 
   Seeing this, Lee Jin-ah climbed onto the Wyvern’s back without another word . 
 
   “Ah, wait . What about that guy?”
 
   The only thing left was Kim Woo-jin’s alter ego, but there was no more space for him to sit . 
 
   However, his worries didn’t last for long . 
 
   Kieeek!
 
   The Wyvern began flapping its wings with a loud cry, and when Kim Woo-jin’s alter ego stuck out its arms, the Wyvern grabbed a hold of them . 
 
   Crunch . 
 
   It seemed that the Wyvern was ready to crush Kim Woo-jin’s frail arms with its sharp, powerful claws . 
 
   At the same time, the Wyvern started flying . 
 
   Now, no matter who it was, it would be impossible to follow them . 
 
   “It’s done . ”
 
   Only then did Kim Woo-jin speak in Korean . 
 
   “What?”
 
   “Our job is finished . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah tilted his head at that . 
 
   “What are you talking about? Isn’t it just beginning?”
 
   It had been less than an hour since they entered the sixth floor of the dungeon,
 
   And from now on they would have to hunt Johann Georg’s group while dealing with the monsters here . 
 
   In terms of a marathon, this should only be the starting line . 
 
   It wasn’t a situation where the word ‘end’ would be used . 
 
   “It is the beginning . ”
 
   “Then…?”
 
   “But we don’t have to do anything else . ”
 
   “What are you talking about . ”
 
   “Johann Georg will take care of everything . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin closed his mouth after saying that, a slight smile on his lips . 
 
   ‘It’s obvious that Johann Georg is going to make his move here . ’
 
   The Johann Georg, who Kim Woo-jin knew, was a man who could never be truly loyal to the Messiah Guild . 
 
   It was obvious just what choice he would make in the future . 
 
   ‘That choice, I’ll help you make it sooner . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was determined to prepare the conditions to help Johann Georg make that choice faster . 
 
   [A terrible feeling of fear approaches . ]
 
   “Get ready, Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who felt something with the help of his enhanced senses from the Vampire skill, warned Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “What?”
 
   Just as Lee Jin-ah asked this, a huge shadow covered the Wyvern that was in flight . 
 
   The creature that appeared had a lion’s body, a snake’s tail and a human face . 
 
   A Sphinx!
 
   It was the master of this dungeon, who naturally wouldn’t allow Wyvern’s to fly around in its territory . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kehung!
 
   It let out a warning roar to the intruders . 
 
   [The Wyvern loses its sense due to the Sphinx’s roar . ]
 
   Kii!
 
   And with that notification, the Wyvern let out a high pitched shriek before squirming violently . An action which inevitably caused it to fall from the sky . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin spoke again . 
 
   “Get ready for the crash landing . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah only had one response to those words
 
   “Fuck!”
 
   …
 
   “Fuck!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah swore loudly as he forced his left wrist back into the proper position . 
 
   Crunch!
 
   Along with that eerie sound, a vein throbbed on Lee Jin-ah’s forehead . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah gingerly touched his injuries and swallowed his pain before turning to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Couldn’t you give me a proper warning before we crashed? Huh? Did you really have to tell me only just before it happened?”
 
   The scene from before flashed in Lee Jin-ah’s mind . 
 
   While they were flying on the Wyvern, a Sphinx suddenly appeared, and the Wyvern, terrified by the Sphinx, fell from the sky . 
 
   Thinking about the crash again made Lee Jin-ah tremble . 
 
   “Damn, I don’t even think I could go on a plane for the time being . ”
 
   As Lee Jin-ah said, it was truly horrifying . 
 
   On the other hand, the fact that Lee Jin-ah had experienced the crash and only got his wrist broken was, in itself, amazing . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Of course, the thing that was even more amazing was the fact that Kim Woo-jin, who had gone through the same ordeal as Lee Jin-ah, and who didn’t have the Undying Fighter as his halo, hadn’t gotten any injuries at all . 
 
   Naturally, that was due to Kim Woo-jin’s skill . 
 
   “You’ll have to learn to cope with falling . ”
 
   “What the hell are you talking about?”
 
   A technique to minimize damage and impact to the body when falling from a flying monster . 
 
   “Literally that . From now on, there will be numerous scenarios where you’ll fall from the sky without warning,”
 
   In addition, it was a skill that every player who challenged 6 Floor and higher dungeons should have . 
 
   “Because like the Sphinx from before, monsters will never give you a warning before making you fall . ”
 
   Because these dungeons had numerous large, flying monsters like Sphinxes and Dragons . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah fell silent at those words . 
 
   There was nothing he could say to refute what Kim Woo-jin had just said . And now wasn’t the time to have such an argument . 
 
   “Can we really catch that monster?”
 
   Could they really catch the Sphinx?
 
   That was the first Sphinx Lee Jin-ah had ever encountered . 
 
   Just the fact that he’d asked Kim Woo-jin if they could really hunt it showed how shaken he was . 
 
   The pressure given off by the Sphinx was enormous .  
 
   And it wasn’t just because it was huge . 
 
   “It appeared without a sound . ”
 
   What was surprising was the fact that such a giant monster had appeared in an instant .  
 
   This showed that the flying ability of the Sphinx was very different from that of the Hatchling that they’d hunted before . 
 
   Moreover, its roar appeared to be even stronger than a Dragon’s Fear . 
 
   After all, didn’t the fierce Wyvern fall to the ground with only a single roar from the Sphinx?
 
   “It won’t be easy . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin also knew that Sphinxes weren’t easy opponents . 
 
   This boss of this A+ rank 6 Floor dungeon was a powerful entity strong enough to rank in the top five of all monsters that could be encountered in a 6 Floor dungeon . 
 
   In all honesty, even if every player in the world created parties, there wouldn’t be more than ten parties that could actually defeat the Sphinx . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin was certain . 
 
   ‘I’m the only one in this dungeon who can hunt it . ’
 
   The only person in that dungeon who could actually hunt that monster was Kim Woo-jin himself . 
 
   “And now Johann Georg has realised how terrifying that monster really is . ”
 
   And Johann Georg now knew that too . 
 
   That was why Kim Woo-jin was convinced . 
 
   ‘I’m the only one who can hunt the Sphinx, so Johann Georg’s options are simpler . ’
 
   Of what choice Johann Georg would make after seeing the Sphinx . 
 
   …
 
   Kehung!
 
   The roar of the Sphinx, a monster which had only appeared in myths, rippled through the entire forest of the sixth floor like a storm . 
 
   Even Johann Georg’s party was not free from the sudden eruption . 
 
   “Oh my God…”
 
   “Oh… dear God . ”
 
   The sound drove fear into the hearts of Johann Georg’s men, and they subconsciously called out to their Gods . 
 
   That was the extent to which the Sphinx surpassed common sense . 
 
   On the other hand, Johann Georg looked at the Sphinx’s shadow with a grim expression . 
 
   His expression seemed to mirror that of those around him, but his eyes were burning more fiercely than ever before . 
 
   In that state, Johann Georg said . 
 
   “Let’s change the plan . ”
 
   He received no answer, but Johann Georg continued anyway . 
 
   “Let’s just kill Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   For the first time, he received an answer . 
 
   An English sentence was scratched into the sand beneath him . 
 
   -What do you mean?
 
   To that question, Johann Georg continued . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov guessed our plan . He realised that there was an assassin, and he realised that the assassin would try to target him after he defeated the Sphinx . Therefore, he forced the situation . If he doesn’t attack the Sphinx then there’s no reason for him to be attacked . ”
 
   The text below him immediately changed . 
 
   -So you want to kill him?
 
   “Then should we just let Isaac Ivanov pick us off one by one?”
 
   After saying that, Johann Georg shook his head . 
 
   “We only have two options left . Either we die by Isaac Ivanov, or we die with Isaac Ivanov . What is clear is that killing him is still our best bet . ”
 
   It was certainly a valid statement . 
 
   -How?
 
   Because of this, the hidden assassin asked how he would do it instead of questioning him further, and to that, Johann Georg responded . 
 
   “I’ll use myself as bait . I’m sure that they’d try to kill me, or at least I’m sure Isaac Ivanov would . It’s a war of attrition otherwise . ”
 
   After saying that, he played with the Hades’ Ring on his finger . 
 
   “Firstly, Isaac Ivanov can’t effectively use his skeletons against me . In the end, it’s up to you to decide . That’s why I’m here . ”
 
   The hidden assassin then wrote . 
 
   -I’ll leave it to you . 
 
   In response to that, Johann Georg said . 
 
   “Then let’s take a break first . As far as I can tell, there’s a high chance that this will turn into a long term battle . ”
 
   A smile spread across his lips . 
 
   “You should take off the cap and rest first . You haven’t taken a proper break in over 20 days, and I think you’ll need a proper break in order to ensure everything goes smoothly . ”
 
   Then he called the hidden assassin’s name for the first time . 
 
   “Don’t you agree, Miss Miyazaki?”
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   A hunting dog’s primary purpose was to bite the throat of its prey with its sharp fangs . 
 
   But things didn’t always go as planned . 
 
   “What if you can’t find a way to hunt the prey after entering the dungeon?”
 
   If you couldn’t hunt the prey you were aiming for in the dungeon, then it was virtually impossible to bite that prey’s neck . 
 
   What was important was to have a back up plan in case something like that really happened . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had the best plan for such a scenario . 
 
   “It’s simple, just die together . ”
 
   Guerilla tactics . 
 
   Buying time by running away and prolonging the dungeon attack, eventually making it impossible for the target to clear the dungeon . 
 
   That was the best alternative that Kim Woo-jin had . 
 
   And in fact, Kim Woo-jin had successfully completed several hunts using that method . 
 
   “To explain it further, you become a runaway . In a dungeon, the chances of survival decrease as the attack time increases . And if the target ignores you and tries to attack anyway, then you have a chance to survive . ”
 
   Naturally, he knew better than anyone else just what skills were needed to be a good runaway . 
 
   So exactly what skills were needed?
 
   “When you’re a runaway, the most important thing is to never stay in the same location . ”
 
   A good runaway would never stay in the same spot . 
 
   After all, even if you didn’t want to, it was almost impossible for the human body to leave absolutely no traces . 
 
   “Instead, it’s okay to leave a trail as long as you keep a good distance from your pursuers . The environments in dungeons always have variables . ”
 
   In fact, even if you left traces that the enemy could follow, as long as you kept your distance, those tracks could actually help you even more . 
 
   “If you’re smart, you could even use your tracks to create a path for your pursuers . ”
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin would never simply run away . 
 
   “Since the pursuers are usually forced to follow the runaway’s trail . ”
 
   He deliberately left marks in order to control his pursuers’ movements . 
 
   This was the reason Kim Woo-jin purposely left traces behind with Lee Jin-ah on the third day after entering the dungeon’s sixth floor . 
 
   “Hey, by the way…”
 
   After listening to his explanation, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   “Why the hell are you explaining it to me so kindly?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled without answering .  
 
   Lee Jin-ah was a bit frightened when he saw that ominous smile . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “You’re not telling me to go into dungeons and kill people like that are you?”
 
   Even to that question, Kim Woo-jin didn’t answer . 
 
   And his smile disappeared not long after . 
 
   Seeing that, Lee Jin-ah didn’t say anything more . 
 
   Then they heard a voice . 
 
   “It’s Johann Georg . Isaac Ivanov, I’d like to make a deal . ”
 
   After finding the traces left behind by Kim Woo-jin, Johann Georg stepped forward and raised his voice . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah didn’t respond . 
 
   Instead, they held their breaths and watched Johann Georg and their surroundings carefully . 
 
   They were prepared to retreat at a moment’s notice . 
 
   “This is a gift for the negotiating table . ”
 
   Then, Johann Georg removed a black helmet, similar to the ancient Greek bronze helmet worn by soldiers, from his waist, raised it up, then placed it on the floor . 
 
   “I’ll step back first . There’s no need to be suspicious . ”
 
   As he said, Johann Georg stepped away from the helmet, and upon seeing this, Kim Woo-jin put on the Grim Reaper’s Mask . 
 
   [Connected to Skeleton Soldier . ]
 
   Then he moved the linked Skeleton Soldier over . 
 
   When the Skeleton Soldier neared the helmet, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes in the mask glowed gold . 
 
   [Horus’ Eyes have opened . ]
 
   Then he saw it . 
 
   [Cap of Invisibility . ]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   – Required Level: Level 100 or higher
 
   – Description: Hades’ Helmet . It can completely hide the wearer’s existence . 
 
   -Reduces all defense by 30%
 
   -Activates perfect transparency
 
   -Food and Water cannot be consumed
 
   -There is 24hr cooldown when removed
 
   ‘The Cap of Invisibility . ’
 
   Hades’ helmet was an item that made perfect hiding possible . 
 
   ‘This is my first time seeing it in real life . ’
 
   This was one of the Saviour’s that even Kim Woo-jin hadn’t been able to see before returning to the past . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Because of this, he became certain at that moment . 
 
   ‘Johann Georg betrayed them . ’
 
   Between the Messiah Guild and Isaac Ivanov, Johann Georg had chosen Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   …
 
   “You won . ”
 
   The first thing Johann Georg said to Kim Woo-jin, who was Isaac Ivanov’s representative, during their meeting on the fourth day since they entered the sixth floor of the dungeon was a declaration of surrender . 
 
   “From now on, I’ll cooperate with whatever you want to do . I just need you to guarantee my survival . ”
 
   Johann Georg spat out all the words he knew Isaac Ivanov would want to hear . 
 
   ‘Johann Georg . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin expected this to happen . 
 
   ‘He’s definitely a man whose personality is not suited for bargaining . ”
 
   Johann Georg had always been like that . 
 
   He wasn’t interested in weighing every detail . And at the same time, he was good at making large deals . 
 
   That was why Johann Georg could become a bigshot . 
 
   If he cared about weighing each and every small detail then he never would have become the king of the group fighting against the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘He’s decisive . ’
 
   And he was a man who knew how to make every decision quickly and decisively . 
 
   ‘For now, he’ll come to my side . ’
 
   Knowing Johann Georg’s personality, Kim Woo-jin knew that Johann Georg wouldn’t betray him in this dungeon . 
 
   ‘For now . ’
 
   Of course, he was also aware that that loyalty wouldn’t last very long . After all, Johann Georg had wanted to kill Isaac Ivanov in the first place, and the reason he wanted to survive was so he could crush Isaac Ivanov and become king . 
 
   What was clear was that Johann Georg would never betray him in this dungeon . 
 
   That’s why he accepted Johann Georg’s offer . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov’s will remains the same . As long as we get rid of the assassin, he will continue the attack . ”
 
   And Kim Woo-jin also didn’t want to fight unnecessarily . 
 
   “How is the assassin armed?”
 
   Now, it was the time to get rid of the assassin . 
 
   Johann Georg answered the question without hiding anything . 
 
   “The assassin came with three special items . One is the Cap of Invisibility . Hades’ Helmet . ”
 
   Hades’ helmet, which would perfectly hide the assassin’s presence . 
 
   “But that wasn’t enough to maintain their stealth and mobility so they also added Hermes’ Boots . ”
 
   The Messiah Guild had also given the assassin Hermes’ Boots . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin was surprised to hear that . 
 
   ‘They pulled out all the stops for Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   Hermes’ Boots, the Boots of Swiftness that allowed the user to walk without touching the ground, were priceless . 
 
   ‘I can’t believe Park Shin-hye also used her treasure . ’
 
   In addition, it was one of Park Shin-hye’s key items . 
 
   As a wizard, she was able to showcase amazing firepower with the maneuverability given to her by the boots . 
 
   And the compatibility between the Cap of Invisibility and the Boots of Swiftness was on a completely different level . 
 
   A quick assassin who was invisible and leaves no footprints?
 
   They would have the ability to assassinate any target . 
 
   Of course, there was still one thing left . 
 
   No matter how fast they were, if their fangs weren’t sharp then they would be nothing but a butterfly or a mosquito . 
 
   “The weapon is…”
 
   And there was no way they would attach weak fangs to those two treasures .  
 
   Of all the legendary items they had, the weapon would definitely be the grand prize . 
 
   Naturally, his prediction was correct . 
 
   “Ama no Murakumo no Tsurugi(1) . ”
 
   ‘Heavenly Cloud Sword . ’
 
   The Messiah Guild had taken out the Heavenly Cloud Sword in order to perfectly erase Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘The Sword Saint’s treasured sword . ’
 
   They had taken out one of the Sword Saint’s three treasured swords in order to deal with him . 
 
   That was why Kim Woo-jin was able to immediately make a guess . 
 
   ‘Miyazaki, she is the assassin . ’
 
   The assassin who’d come to kill him was none other than the Sword Saint’s most talented disciple, Miyazaki Sakura . 
 
   …
 
   In a jungle filled with knee-deep sand no matter where you stepped, a figure could be seen moving at an incredible speed . 
 
   “Hooo!”
 
   It was none other than the Sword Saint’s disciple, Miyazaki Sakura, who moved at a high speed while walking on air . 
 
   Kiii!
 
   The hordes of monsters chasing after her made angry cries, but that was all . 
 
   It didn’t take long for these monsters to become dots on the horizon as they were slowed down by the fine sand . 
 
   Paht!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Suddenly, a huge wall rose up in front of Miyazaki Sakura . 
 
   Then upon closer inspection, this wall was revealed to be none other than a Golem . 
 
   Woowoong!
 
   And it wasn’t an ordinary Golem, instead, it was a Black Golem which was said to be quite hard to deal with among Golems . 
 
   It was a monster with the nickname Sword Killer, as it was considered a nightmare for any player who used a bladed weapon . 
 
   However, Miyazaki Sakura didn’t even pause for a second after seeing the Black Golem . 
 
   Sut!
 
   Instead, with a soft sound, the Black Golem fell to the ground in two halves . 
 
   She bypassed the destroyed Golem and continued to move quickly .  
 
   It was truly an amazing sight . However, even though she was the one who had done something so amazing, her expression was still exceptionally grim . 
 
   ‘Dammit, he betrayed me!’
 
   On the first day on the sixth floor of the dungeon, after Isaac Ivanov’s team fled, Johann Georg came to her and said . 
 
   ‘Let’s get everything ready . ’
 
   And with those words, she took off the Cap of Invisibility for the first time . This was so she could regain her best condition since she had gone without food, water or rest for over 20 days and had been using the turtle breathing technique to hold it together . 
 
   But the moment she took off the Cap of Invisibility, Johann Georg had collected it before shouting . 
 
   ‘Isaac Ivanov!’
 
   When she heard it, she thought that Isaac Ivanov might have come back, so she fled without hesitation . 
 
   ‘I was tricked . ’
 
   It was only after running for a long time that she realised she’d been tricked by Johann Georg . 
 
   Since then, her situation had been the same as it was at that moment . 
 
   She was now alone in the dungeon and had become a runaway . 
 
   ‘I can’t end it like this . ’
 
   Of course, even at that moment, Miyazaki Sakura didn’t think about giving up or anything of the sort . 
 
   This was proven by the fact that she’d decided to be a fugitive . 
 
   ‘I’ll survive somehow . As long as I have the Boots of Swiftness, they’ll never catch me . ’
 
   She was confident as long as she had the Hermes’ Boots . 
 
   ‘If I manage to leave somehow, I can get help . ’
 
   Furthermore, she was convinced that she’d get help as long as she could leave the dungeon gate . 
 
   ‘Otherwise, we can just die together . ’
 
   In the worst case scenario, she was already prepared to die here . 
 
   However, she soon encountered the worst scenario for a runaway . 
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   The Cap of Invisibility . 
 
   The biggest drawback of this cap, which was also called Hades’ Helmet, was that you couldn’t eat anything while wearing it, and after you took it off, you would need to wait a day before putting it on again . 
 
   Of course, that didn’t mean that there weren’t ways to overcome these drawbacks .  
 
   There was an item called the Naedan(1) of the Human Faced Turtle . (TL: mistranslated this earlier, it gave me a lot of trouble to figure out . I originally called it ‘turtle breathing’ kinda as a last resort…)
 
   It was like candy, and just by keeping it in your mouth, you would be able to survive without eating . 
 
   The problem was that even though it allowed the user to survive without having to eat, it didn’t remove the feeling of hunger or thirst . 
 
   With it, one would be able to live as long as they wanted without needing to eat, but as time went by, they would also suffer from intense feelings of hunger and thirst . 
 
   How much would someone be able to maintain their vigilance on the target while keeping up their guard in a world filled with monsters in that state?
 
   This was something that could not be attempted without exemplary willpower . 
 
   ‘Miyazaki Sakura . ’
 
   Therefore, the Messiah Guild chose Miyazaki Sakura, the Sword Saint’s disciple, as the assassin for Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   For one, she had all the necessary power and capability . 
 
   At the same time, they had a clear motive . 
 
   ‘Because of Kim Woo-jin . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin .  
 
   In the entire world, the one who was the most shocked to hear this name was none other than the Sword Saint himself . 
 
   After all, it meant that all the assassination attempts that they’d made so far had ended in failure . 
 
   Most importantly, when Kim Woo-jin reappeared, there was only one place on the planet that the Messiah Guild turned towards . 
 
   ‘They must have told them to take responsibility . ’
 
   They must have asked the Sword Saint’s side to make up for their failings . 
 
   It was also highly likely that they didn’t just demand them to fix their errors, instead, they would have demanded that the Sword Saint show sincerity in their actions . 
 
   In that situation, what was the best way to solve that problem?
 
   ‘If it’s the Sword Saint’s own disciple, there would be no need to question their skill or loyalty . ’
 
   From the Sword Saint’s perspective, there would be no better card than his first disciple . In addition, the Messiah Guild would definitely not raise any objection in that case . 
 
   Especially if the Sword Saint added his treasured Heavenly Cloud Sword to the mix .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin could speak with certainty . 
 
   ‘Their preparations were perfect . ’
 
   The Messiah Guild had definitely prepared a trump card good enough to kill Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   There was only one problem . 
 
   ‘It’s terrifyingly perfect . ’
 
   Isaac Ivanov was a man who’d been betrayed by none other than their Savior . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   And now that guy was wearing a helmet . 
 
   [The world can no longer see you . ]
 
   ‘Then I’ll catch Miyazaki Sakura first . ’
 
   It was the moment Kim Woo-jin had truly become a hunting dog . 
 
   …
 
   The public opinion towards the Sword Saint was indescribably high . 
 
   The biggest reason for this high praise was the fact that the Sword Saint was usually the one to land the final blow on the final boss in a dungeon . 
 
   He approached those monsters that transcended common sense, and stabbed his sword into their necks . 
 
   To put it into football terms, it was similar to the way the strikers on the team usually received more praise than the other players . 
 
   The Sword Saint’s disciples also followed the footsteps of their master . 
 
   Except for one . 
 
   ‘About thirty have passed here . Looking at the depth of the footprints, they’re probably Skeleton Soldiers . ’
 
   Sakura Miyazaki, the Sword Saint’s first disciple, also had a role that differed from the Sword Saint’s . 
 
   The reason for this was because she, who usually attacked dungeons together with the Sword Saint, had no need to be like the Sword Saint . 
 
   After all, was it wise to have another one that was the same as the best and that could not beat the best?
 
   So her role became one of preparing the best stage for the Sword Saint to act . 
 
   To put it simply, she was a cleaner, but usually, she was called the commander who grasped and controlled the battle situation . 
 
   ‘They’re creating a perimeter around me . ’
 
   Therefore it wasn’t surprising that she had more tactical and strategic knowledge than most players who entered dungeons . 
 
   Therefore, it was natural for her to know the virtues a runaway should have better than anyone . 
 
   ‘Following the traces I left . ’
 
   Therefore, she deliberately left traces while running away . 
 
   She knew full well that an excellent fugitive should leave behind a trail with which to influence their pursuers’ movements . 
 
   ‘It’s almost time . ’
 
   And she knew better than anyone what a good runaway should do . 
 
   Suddenly . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   The sound of bones rattling came from behind her . 
 
   As she turned to look at the sound, she found a group of skeletons heading her way . 
 
   The number was quite large . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   And among these skeletons, she also heard the terrifying cry of a Skeleton Knight . 
 
   However, Miyazaki Sakura didn’t pay any attention to these Skeleton Soldiers or the Skeleton Knight . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘He’s here . ’
 
   The thing that caught her eye was the large wall of a man who appeared with a large shield in his hands . 
 
   It was Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   ‘The Aegis Shield . ’
 
   Miyazaki Sakura’s eyes burned fiercely when she saw the Aegis Shield, which had originally belonged to the Sword Saint . 
 
   Of course, common sense dictated that it would be very foolish to attack Lee Jin-ah at that moment in a fit of anger . 
 
   Of all the people in the dungeon, Lee Jin-ah was probably the hardest to kill . And from a runaway’s perspective, it was like a dead end . 
 
   ‘Jerk!’
 
   Nevertheless, Miyazaki Sakura’s footsteps were headed towards none other than Lee Jin-ah, who was holding the Aegis Shield . 
 
   It was an action that completely went against common sense . 
 
   It was something that no one would have imagined, including Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   And that was exactly the reason why Miyazaki Sakura chose to target Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   ‘The other side is definitely a trap . ’
 
   No matter how anyone looked at it, it would be impossible for them to imagine that she’d go after Lee Jin-ah, which meant that they wouldn’t set any traps around him . 
 
   ‘There’s no one around him . ’
 
   In other words, there would be no one around to watch Lee Jin-ah’s back . 
 
   It was just him . 
 
   ‘This is a chance to get rid of him . ’
 
   For Miyazaki Sakura, it was a golden opportunity to get rid of Lee Jin-ah . This was what Miyazaki Sakura had been aiming for from the start . 
 
   ‘No one else will be able to take over the role of tank in their group . ’
 
   Isaac Ivanov and Johann Georg were basically able to summon an inexhaustible army that was impossible to completely annihilate . 
 
   Given enough time, they could make any number of alternative plans if one of them was incapacitated . 
 
   However, their tank was one member of the team that couldn’t be replaced . 
 
   ‘So if I kill him, the attack on the Sphinx dungeon will fail . ’
 
   That meant that Lee Jin-ah’s death would probably lead to the failure of the dungeon attack . 
 
   Even if it didn’t, there was still plenty of merit for Miyazaki Sakura to kill Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   ‘Even if it doesn’t, as long as he dies, there will be no one who can deal with me one on one . ’
 
   After Lee Jin-ah died, if any of the others encountered Miyazaki Sakura on her own, it would basically lead to their deaths . 
 
   She didn’t believe that Isaac Ivanov, Johann Georg or Kim Woo-jin could survive an attack from her sword . 
 
   And the basis for that was none other than the sword that was currently sheathed at her waist . 
 
   The Heavenly Cloud Sword!
 
   When in its sheath, the sword had an eerie aura, and when it left its sheath, it would be able to unleash one extremely powerful attack . 
 
   Of course, the Aegis Shield was a legendary item capable of blocking any attack .  
 
   If both the Aegis Shield and the Heavenly Cloud Sword activated at the same time, there was a high chance that the effect would be lackluster . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Because of this, as soon as Lee Jin-ah narrowed the distance between them, she moved at her fastest speed . 
 
   Paht!
 
   Her leap was indescribably perfect, despite being on sand . 
 
   This sight was only possible with Hermes’ Boots, which lightened her body, and made it impossible for her to step on the ground . 
 
   Her sword, which swung towards Lee Jin-ah in one smooth motion, headed for the crack between his helmet and chest armor . 
 
   Suht!
 
   Then it cut right through the next with a soft sound . 
 
   And Miyazaki Sakura watched the head begin to fall with her own eyes . 
 
   ‘It’s done . ’
 
   This fact caused her eyes to shine . 
 
   That was it . 
 
   The last thing she would ever see . 
 
   Puk!
 
   At that moment, a previously invisible assassin’s sword cut through her neck in a replay of her previous actions . 
 
   …
 
   Miyazaki Sakura . 
 
   A short memory passed through Kim Woo-jin’s mind as he cut her head off . 
 
   ‘The second time . ’
 
   It was a memory of the Hunting Dog, Kim Woo-jin, killing Miyazaki Sakura in the war against the Sword Saint before returning to the past . 
 
   ‘Thanks to that, it was easy to read her plan . ’
 
   If it wasn’t for that battle, he wouldn’t have been able to tell her plan and create a trap in reverse . 
 
   That was a fact . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had already known of Miyazaki Sakura’s plan and that Lee Jin-ah was her target . 
 
   Therefore, he used Lee Jin-ah as bait, and the result was before him now . 
 
   Her head had been cut off . 
 
   “Uh, Uh . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who’d put his severed head back on his neck, looked around for a moment before finally turning to the right side of Miyazaki Sakura’s body, where Kim Woo-jin was standing before saying . 
 
   “I felt like I was going to die . ”
 
   “The other side . ”
 
   Then he heard Kim Woo-jin’s voice coming from the left side of Miyazaki Sakura’s body .  
 
   Lee Jin-ah turned his body slightly to the left before talking again . 
 
   “I thought I was going to die . ”
 
   This wasn’t something that a human would be able to say after getting their head chopped off . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t surprised . 
 
   ‘Now he’s finally worthy of the title ‘Immortal’(2) . ’
 
   That was because for Kim Woo-jin, this was quite normal . 
 
   Shuk!
 
   Instead, Kim Woo-jin’s focus was completely on the white sword that he’d taken from Miyazaki Sakura’s hand . 
 
   ‘Heavenly Cloud Sword . ’
 
   It was a sword that had many nicknames, including Kusanagi’s Sword .  
 
   ‘One of the Sword Saint’s treasured swords . ’
 
   However, the one nickname that Kim Woo-jin remembered it by was the Sword Saint’s treasured Sword . 
 
   ‘It was a weapon that he put back in his inventory even as he was about to die just so no one else would get it . ’
 
   In addition, it was a weapon that he wouldn’t give to anyone, to the point of returning it to his inventory before he died . 
 
   Because of that, this sword disappeared from the world . To be precise, it disappeared together with the Sword Saint . 
 
   In other words, this was Kim Woo-jin’s first time .  
 
   ‘I never imagined I would get this . ’
 
   [Heavenly Cloud Sword]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   – Physical Attack: 650
 
   – Required Level: Level 1 or higher
 
   – Description: A sword with the power of Orochi . The moment it is taken from its sheath it will reveal a surprising power . 
 
   -Attack power increases in proportion to user’s level . 
 
   -+20% health when equipped
 
   -+20% stamina when equipped
 
   -+20% basic attack damage
 
   -+300% damage for the first attack after the sword is drawn from its sheath . 
 
   Actually seeing the status screen for the Heavenly Cloud Sword with his own eyes . 
 
   And he could immediately tell just how amazing it was . 
 
   ‘Damage is increased for one attack . ’
 
   In particular, the option that increased the damage of the first attack after the sword was quite surprising . 
 
   ‘This would be a nightmarish weapon in the hands of the Guardians of Holy Light . ’
 
   (Note:
 
   1 . This refers to a kind crystal which accumulates in the body of an animal over a period of hundreds or thousands of years . Naedans are usually found in animals such as turtles, snakes and carps .  
 
   I’m half sure I spelt it incorrectly, and it might actually be ‘Neidan’ which is pronounced the same way…but all the ‘Neidan’s I found in research referred to inner alchemy in general rather than a specific item… so please tell me if it actually is ‘Naedan’, ‘Neidan’ or something else entirely . 
 
   2 . I completely forgot Lee Jin-ah’s nickname was ‘Immortal’, but it is also the same word for undead ‘불사자’ . I suppose this explains the ‘Third Undead/Immortal’ that was mentioned before, since it could be referring to Lee Jin-ah, Johann Georg and Kim Woo-jin, though the way it was used for Kim Woo-jin was a bit of a stretch imo . )
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   When a powerful attack was combined with a powerful weapon, it would become a nightmare for the person who had to face it . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin who had experienced such scenes before, knew exactly how terrifying this nightmare could be . 
 
   ‘This isn’t a good sword for me . ’
 
   In other words, this wasn’t a very good skill for Kim Woo-jin, who didn’t have any powerful attack skills . 
 
   It would be better for him to just rely on Percival’s Spear, the ability of which could be strengthened by King Arthur’s Ring, or the Ganjang and Makya . 
 
   Soon after, Kim Woo-jin pulled the sheath from its position at the waist of Miyazaki Sakura, and returned the sword to its sheath . 
 
   Tsung!
 
   When he heard the sound of the sword entering the sheath, Lee Jin-ah, who was watching the scene from the back couldn’t help but exclaim . 
 
   “That sword and sheath are pretty amazing . And that helmet is even more special . If I had that then a women’s bathho… n-, no, I mean I could fight monsters more effectively . Definitely . I’m definitely not a man who would enter a women’s bathhouse if he had the chance to become invisible . ”
 
   It was then . 
 
   Puht!
 
   Kim Woo-jin threw the Heavenly Cloud Sword in his hand to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “U-, uh!”
 
   Surprised, Lee Jin-ah stretched both hands to catch the Heavenly Cloud Sword .  
 
   Then he turned to look at Kim Woo-jin with wide eyes . He was so surprised that he didn’t even know what to say . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin spoke to him . 
 
   “It’ll be more useful to you than me . Learn to use it on your own . ”
 
   When he heard that it was being given to him, Lee Jin-ah’s eyes widened further before they became a bit shadowed . 
 
   “You probably want me to use this like that Battery Heavenly Dragon Sword, don’t you? Hey, you already fooled me once, would I let you fool me twice? Wait, is this the third time? Even the stupidest man in the world wouldn’t fall for the same trick three times!”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t respond to Lee Jin-ah’s words . 
 
   Instead, he cut off Miyazaki Sakura’s ankles and removed the shoes on her feet . 
 
   [Hermes’ Boots]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   – Required Level: Level 1 or higher
 
   – Description: Boots that contain the power of Hermes . Allows you to walk without stepping on the ground . 
 
   – +30% movement speed
 
   – +30% jumping ability
 
   – Allows the user to move without touching the ground . 
 
   These boots were also thrown to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Uhuk!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah looked greatly frightened as he received these boots together with the Heavenly Cloud Sword . 
 
   “Wha-, what do you want?”
 
   To Lee Jin-ah, who asked this question in a trembling voice, Kim Woo-jin simply took off the Cap of Invisibility and placed it on top of the Heavenly Cloud Sword and Hermes’ Boots . 
 
   When he saw this, Lee Jin-ah looked like he wanted to run away as fast as he could at that moment . 
 
   “This time you’ll use them . ”
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin finally gave him an answer . 
 
   “These are really for me?”
 
   And he nodded to the following question without saying anything . 
 
   After that, Lee Jin-ah’s blank and slightly frightened expression changed to one of surprise . 
 
   “Kuh! You finally acknowledge my worth . Yes, a real man should have items like these . ”
 
   Even so, the fact that he’d been given three legendary items was quite shocking . 
 
   He couldn’t help but feel delighted . 
 
   “Come on, you can ask for anything!”
 
   Then with great momentum, he continued . 
 
   “Right now I could even hunt that ugly Sphinx bastard…”
 
   He stopped there . 
 
   “…ah . ”
 
   Was that the reason Kim Woo-jin had given him these items? And what did he mean by saying he could use them this time?
 
   While Lee Jin-ah’s shoulders dropped as he realised what he’d walked into, Kim Woo-jin picked up Miyazaki Sakura’s severed head . 
 
   [Anubis’ Eyes have opened . ]
 
   ‘I’m curious as to what you were planning . ’
 
   Now it was time for him to get the most valuable reward since entering this dungeon . 
 
   …
 
   “I guess you’re done . ”
 
   Rattle!
 
   Johann Georg called out as he led a hundred or so skeletons over to Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah with a bright smile . 
 
   The bodies of every skeleton with him had the traces of battle . 
 
   “The other ten have been cleaned up . ”
 
   These were the traces left after removing his ten subordinates . 
 
   This wasn’t something Kim Woo-jin had asked for . 
 
   “I did it at my own discretion because I thought that was the best way to handle everything neatly . Their power wouldn’t have contributed much to the Sphinx hunt anyway . I brought you their heads so you can check for yourself, just in case . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was his own decision and action . 
 
   An action that stemmed from the judgement that if they stir up trouble, it might affect his own plans . 
 
   The tension in Lee Jin-ah’s eyes reduced slightly at Johann Georg’s words . 
 
   ‘Isn’t this bastard too dangerous?’
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s instincts were beginning to tell him that Johann Georg was not a simple character . 
 
   On the other hand, Kim Woo-jin didn’t react to Johann Georg’s appearance .  
 
   Instead, as if he’d expected Johann Georg to do so, he didn’t even ask any questions . 
 
   “It’s time to hunt the Sphinx . ”
 
   Instead, he just gave an order . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah and Johann Georg nodded . 
 
   After all, it wasn’t like they could disagree . 
 
   “As fast as possible . ”
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin added another condition . 
 
   “Eliminate the Sphinx as fast as possible and leave the dungeon . ”
 
   The reason he added this condition was because of something he’d learned from Miyazaki Sakura . 
 
   -On September 1, the Messiah Guild will commence its second 7 Floor dungeon attack . And on the next day, there will be a terrorist attack in Korea . This will drive the world to its last days so that the Saviour can appear . 
 
   ‘It’s finally starting . ’
 
   The Messiah Guild was finally moving to create the Messiah . 
 
   …
 
   -Humans as calculating . While living peacefully, the Saviour is just something for them to use conveniently However, if their situation was to be pushed to the extreme, they would truly serve the Saviour . 
 
   -It should be clear to the world that Lee Se-jun and the Messiah Guild are the strongest saviours in the world . Therefore, in such a situation, the world will cry out to them . 
 
   -Originally, we had no intention of doing this . We intended to use Park Yong-wan to ignite the emotions between the Korean Peninsula and our Great Japan, and then use it as an excuse . But the situation became twisted . 
 
   -Above all, Isaac Ivanov’s growth is too twisted . He is the biggest obstacle to our plan . The Saviour should never have a substitute candidate . Therefore, we have to get rid of him . 
 
   -This is the Heavenly Cloud Sword . Cut Isaac Ivanov’s head off with this . Cut the bud that dares to stand in the way of our Great Japan . 
 
   The memories of Miyazaki Sakura’s conversations with the Sword Saint were shocking in many ways . 
 
   However, it wasn’t very shocking to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘As expected . ’
 
   Instead, he already expected this to happen . 
 
   No, he had already experienced it . 
 
   He had already experienced the Messiah Guild playing its tricks in order to become the perfect saviours, and had even fallen victim to it . 
 
   -The Messiah Guild’s best forces, including Lee Se-jun, will take part in the 7 Floor dungeon attack . There will be a terrorist attack right after that . 
 
   ‘In the end, they took out the card called terrorism . ’
 
   Now, the screenplay has been changed a bit, but the content of the play remains the same . 
 
   -The Messiah Guild’s headquarters will collapse . 
 
   -It depends on the situation, but there are two main options . Either a hijacked plane hits the HQ building, or the building is taken over by terrorists and the people inside are held hostage . 
 
   -The airplane attack will have a shorter, more intense reaction, while the hostage play would have a longer, lingering effect . 
 
   ‘It’s the most disastrous scenario one could expect . ’
 
   Of course, the scale was slightly larger than he expected, but it was still within the scope of his assumptions . 
 
   Frankly, this wasn’t very inspiring news . 
 
   ‘It’s horrible, just as I expected . ’
 
   Nevertheless, as he recalled the information he learned, Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but feel slightly nervous . 
 
   The vengeful spirit, which might have died down in others by now, burned even bigger and hotter, completely drying and burning Kim Woo-jin’s throat . 
 
   Such vengeance made it hard for him to keep his cool . 
 
   ‘I have to be patient . ’
 
   Because of this, Kim Woo-jin forced himself to make rational decisions now more than ever . 
 
   He demanded cool reason from himself . 
 
   ‘There is still work to be done . ’
 
   Work that required only judgment and action backed by cold reason . 
 
   A huge shadow appeared above Kim Woo-jin’s head as he was lost in his emotional turmoil . 
 
   [The Sphinx’s Fear overwhelms you . ]
 
   It was the body of the Sphinx, which was falling to the ground as a result of losing its right wing . 
 
   Boom!
 
   Eventually, the Sphinx crashed into the ground, creating a huge explosion, followed by a typhoon of wind and an earthquake . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin came to his senses . 
 
   “Begin the hunt . ”
 
   …
 
   The Sphinx . 
 
   A mythological creature that had the body of a lion, the tail of a snake, the face of a human, and a pair of wings . 
 
   “The Sphinx is amazing . ”
 
   Of course, this was an expression that could be used when describing mythological creatures . 
 
   “The important thing is its abilities . ”
 
   Different explanations were needed when expressing a Sphinx’s appearance in a dungeon . 
 
   “As you may have experienced, it has an ability similar to Dragons’ Fear . ”
 
   First, the Sphinx’s that appeared in dungeons had an ability called Sphinx’s Roar . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The subject that was exposed to this ability which was comparable to Dragon Fear, if they were still alive, would tremble in horror and collapse . 
 
   “After a few experiments, it is clear that its hide is much tougher than the Hatchlings . ”
 
   At the same time, the Sphinx’s hide was incredibly tough and had a high resistance to magic . 
 
   “And it’s regeneration ability is also amazing . It is comparable to a Hellhound . ”
 
   In addition, it was impossible to talk about damage over time caused by small wounds since it’s regenerative ability was outstanding . 
 
   “Among its abilities, the most troubling one is definitely its ability to fly, which we’ve already experienced . ”
 
   However, among its myriad abilities, the most troublesome one was its ability to fly . 
 
   “If it starts flying, its speed and ability to turn rapidly are ridiculous . ”
 
   Disregarding the laws of physics, the Sphinx was able to fly up into the sky with one flap of its wings, and its speed and maneuverability were all mind boggling . 
 
   “It is on an entirely different level from the Hatchling . ”
 
   Naturally, it was different from the Hatchling . 
 
   “First of all, unlike the Hatchling, its wings aren’t easily cut . During the fight with the Hatchling, we were able to disable its wings by cutting the skin, but the Sphinx’s wings are similar to those of a bird . So you’ll have to cut the bone . ”
 
   Even the difficulty of cutting the wings was not on the same level . 
 
   “The most obvious thing is that it’s impossible to catch that guy if he’s flying . ”
 
   Nevertheless, without cutting its wings, it was virtually impossible to slay the Sphinx . 
 
   That was why . 
 
   “We were lucky in that sense . If you wear the Hermes Boots and Cap of Invisibility, you’ll be able to stick to the Sphinx unnoticed . And with the Heavenly cloud Sword, you can cut through its wings easily . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin had given Lee Jin-ah the three items . 
 
   “Shiiiiiiibaaaa!”
 
   And that was also the reason why Lee Jin-ah was currently falling to the ground together with the Sphinx . 
 
   Boom!
 
   With a loud explosion, the Sphinx, which had lost its wing crashed against the floor . Then, with a loud sound, Lee Jin-ah bounced off of it and rolled to the ground . 
 
   And he continued rolling like a ball of dung being rolled by a dung beetle . 
 
   This wasn’t something that happened because of physical shock, instead, this was deliberate . 
 
   Rather than forcing himself to stop, Lee Jin-ah was defusing his body’s momentum by continuing to roll . 
 
   Soon after he stopped rolling, Lee Jin-ah stood to his feet, covered in small wounds but not seriously injured . 
 
   It was the moment he’d learned how to fall . 
 
   “Shiba . ” (TL: I’m not sure if this is intentionally ‘씨바’ of if the author wanted to used ‘씨발’ at this moment, seems more like a ‘씨발’ moment to me . )
 
   It was also a moment when he really wanted to curse badly . 
 
   It wasn’t just the curse . 
 
   ‘Dammit, do I really have to live like this?’
 
   At that moment, Lee Jin-ah began to seriously agonize over his treatment . 
 
   ‘It’s not that I want to rebel, but look at this treatment? Should I really go on strike?’
 
   Lee Jin-ah tried to calculate it properly to see if it was worth trying .  
 
   And surprisingly, he found that it actually might be worth it . 
 
   ‘From the looks of it, I wouldn’t die even if my head is cut off, right?’
 
   Since his Blessing of River Styx skill had reached transcendent rank, he wouldn’t ‘die even if his head and all of his limbs were cut off . 
 
   Literally, even if the Grim Reaper himself came for him, there wasn’t a guarantee that he’d die . 
 
   Encouraged by that fact, the look in Lee Jin-ah’s eyes changed .  
 
   ‘Should I try it?’
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s eyes turned to the sword in his hand . 
 
   The Heavenly Cloud Sword . 
 
   The power of this sword, that even the Sword Saint was willing to take as one of his treasured swords, was much greater than Lee Jin-ah had initially expected . 
 
   It had definitely shown its power against the Sphinx when it easily cut through the wings that other legendary swords would have struggled to . 
 
   It was like the difference between cutting sashimi with just an ordinary knife and then with a sashimi knife . 
 
   And even now, Lee Jin-ah was wearing Hermes’ Boots . 
 
   These boots, which allowed the user to run faster than a horse and gave the mysterious ability to walk on any flat surface, including water, could guarantee Lee Jin-ah’s mobility at any moment . 
 
   ‘If it’s this…’
 
   Lee Jin-ah now had the confidence to try since he had such an amazing set of items on his person . 
 
   ‘Right, how much should a man endure?’
 
   It was then . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   The eerie cry of a Skeleton Knight filled Lee Jin-ah’s ears . 
 
   It was the sound of a Skeleton Knight who was heading towards the Sphinx that had fallen due to Lee Jin-ah’s attack . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   And starting with the first one, Skeleton Knights began appearing one after another . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah looked at the Skeleton Knights while calculating . 
 
   ‘If it’s this much, I should be fine even if I fight against the Skeleton Knights…’
 
   Fight against the Skeleton Knights . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   In the meantime, a new Skeleton Knight was added, and Lee Jin-ah naturally added it to the simulation fight in his head . 
 
   One, two, three, four…
 
   The number of Skeleton Knights soon reached ten . 
 
   ‘Eleven?’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Even so, the number of Skeleton Knights continued to increase with no sign of stopping . 
 
   ‘Huh…?’
 
   As he watched the number of Skeleton Knights quickly approach twenty, Lee Jin-ah’s eyes widened with fright . 
 
   ‘Wha-, what’s going on?’
 
   The number of Skeleton Knights Kim Woo-jin could summon was ten, but now the number that appeared was double that?
 
   ‘Ah, Hades’ Ring!’
 
   The secret to this was definitely the Hades Ring . 
 
   Theoretically, if there are two players with the summon skeleton skills and the Hades Ring, the number of skeletons they could possess would be infinite . 
 
   One person summons the skeletons while the other uses the Hades Ring to take control of them . 
 
   Of course, this was only theoretical . After all, one still needed to have enough magical power to maintain the skeletons they stole . 
 
   In any case, even with that limitation, it was still an amazing item for those who used undead summons . 
 
   And the item belonged to Johann Georg . 
 
   However, from the movements of these Skeleton Knights, it was clear that it was currently in Kim Woo-jin’s hands . 
 
   This meant that Johann Georg had handed the Hades Ring over to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘Johann Georg waved his white flag . ’
 
   In other words, Johann Georg had completely surrendered to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   In fact, Kim Woo-jin had already told Lee Jin-ah about this plan . 
 
   After killing Miyazaki Sakura, he would ask for the Hades Ring, and if Johann Georg refused, he would take it as a sign of betrayal and get rid of him . 
 
   But from the looks of it, Johann Georg had given it up without any hesitation . 
 
   ‘That strong willed guy . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah was shocked by the fact that Johann Georg was willing to risk his life to save it . 
 
   ‘And Kim Woo-jin managed to make that strong willed guy into a sheep…’
 
   On the other hand, when Lee Jin-ah recalled the fact that Kim Woo-jin was able to make Johann Georg make such a choice without any worries, he swallowed down the little determination he’d built up with a gulp . 
 
   ‘Let’s not do anything just yet . ’
 
   While Lee Jin-ah was trying to control his emotions, Kim Woo-jin appeared behind him . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin then stuck his hand out . 
 
   “The Cap of Invisibility and Hermes Boots . ”
 
   At those short words, Lee Jin-ah showed his determination . 
 
   “Here you go!”
 
   He quickly took off the helmet and placed it on Kim Woo-jin’s hand before starting to take off his shoes . 
 
   In the meanwhile, the Skeleton Knights and Soldiers began their battle against the Sphinx who’d lost its wing . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   This sight was similar to ants attacking a large rodent . 
 
   Kehung!
 
   The Sphinx roared loudly because of that, but the effects of fear did not apply to undead . 
 
   For pure undead monsters, the fear effect was absolutely useless . 
 
   Of course, this assault went just as well as one would expect . 
 
   The offensive abilities of the Skeleton Soldiers and Knights were naturally terrifying, but the Sphinx was immensely large, its regeneration abilities were ridiculous, and its resistances were too high . 
 
   Boom!
 
   Even the fireballs from the Skeleton Wizards were unable to do much damage to the Sphinx . 
 
   It was like a drizzle . 
 
   It might wet the body a little, but it could never compare to rain . 
 
   The drizzle was just annoying . 
 
   Kehung!
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who was looking at this scene couldn’t help but say . 
 
   “This isn’t going to be easy . It’s like we’re just scratching it, isn’t it?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t refute his words . 
 
   “Right, it’s just a scratch . ”
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin, who had already put on Hermes’ Boots, put the Cap of Invisibility on his head, causing his figure to vanish . 
 
   After disappearing, Kim Woo-jin shot towards the Sphinx’s location like an arrow out of a bow . 
 
   Kehung!
 
   The Sphinx didn’t notice Kim Woo-jin’s approach, now would it care . 
 
   The Sphinx was defenseless and could not move, so Kim Woo-jin immediately climbed onto its body without hesitation . 
 
   After he got on, Kim Woo-jin put his hand into a wound, created by a Skeleton Knight, that was just beginning to heal . 
 
   Puk!
 
   “Bloodsucking . ”
 
   Then, he used the Bloodsucking skill and began to absorb its blood . 
 
   At the same time, blood began to flow from a wound on Kim Woo-jin’s body . 
 
   This blood immediately became mist-like . 
 
   [Blood Fog spreads . ]
 
   The blood absorbed through Bloodsucking was then spilled and transformed into Blood Fog . 
 
   This Blood Fog was influenced by Kim Woo-jin’s Blood Poison skill and had a frighteningly high toxicity . 
 
   [Blood Poison has no effect on the Sphinx . ]
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Of course, in front of the Sphinx’s poison resistance, Kim Woo-jin’s Blood Poison’s effect was negligible . 
 
   Having known this already, Kim Woo-jin didn’t pay much attention to it . 
 
   [A Blood Golem has been summoned . ]
 
   [The Blood Golem absorbs the Blood Fog . ]
 
   In the first place, Kim Woo-jin’s goal had just been to fatten the Blood Golem . 
 
   [The Blood Golem’s stats has increased . ]
 
   [The Blood Golem’s toxicity has increased . ]
 
   The Blood Golem continued to absorb the Blood Fog from Kim Woo-jin’s body, and as time passed, the Blood Golem, which was dark red in color, steadily became black . 
 
   [The Blood Golem can no longer grow stronger . ]
 
   As soon as he heard the notification that the Blood Golem could no longer be strengthened, Kim Woo-jin stabbed Percival’s Spear, which was in his other hand, into the Sphinx’s body . 
 
   Kehung!
 
   The Sphinx let out a loud roar at the deep wound . 
 
   It was the same as being hit by a piece of hail while standing in a drizzle . Naturally, the Sphinx’s complete attention turned to the place where the Percival Spear stabbed it as a result . 
 
   Before long, the Sphinx turned to look at its back . 
 
   And the angry Sphinx immediately spotted Kim Woo-jin, who was no longer being hidden by the Cap of Invisibility since he’d made an attack . 
 
   [The Sphinx’s rage boils over . ]
 
   At the same time, the Sphinx’s eyes began to shine . Then, pure white rays shot out of them . 
 
   Chik!
 
   These rays burned through the Sphinx’s hide, and were even strong enough to boil its flesh . 
 
   But that was all . 
 
   The Sphinx had only managed to hurt itself with its attack . 
 
   ‘Hoo . ’
 
   Because Kim Woo-jin had already leapt off its back . 
 
   ‘It went in . ’
 
   And the Blood Golem had already entered the Sphinx’s body through the wound left by Percival’s Spear . 
 
   [The Sphinx has been poisoned by black blood . ]
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin heard the notification he was waiting for . 
 
   ‘I got it . ’
 
   In fact, this notification basically marked the countdown to the end of the battle . 
 
   …
 
   Two days later . 
 
   [You have slain the Sphinx . ]
 
   [Earned Achievement ‘Sphinx Hunter’ . ]
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld’s focus is only on you . ]
 
   [Earned Achievement ‘The One backed by a Halo’ . ]
 
   [You have cleared the dungeon . ]
 
   [As a reward for clearing the dungeon, gained ‘Seal Breaker’]
 
   To be precise, it took 49 hours and 33 minutes .  
 
   That was how long it took the Sphinx to die after the Blood Golem entered its bloodstream . 
 
   It was not a quite two days . 
 
   The scene created by the Sphinx inflicted with the poison during these two days was similar to if a huge tornado ripped through the area . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   Even the number of skeletons that Kim Woo-jin had left wasn’t high . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   Out of the Skeleton Knights, the number of which had reached twenty two, only seven survived . 
 
   “It was a disaster . ” (TL: Seeing this now makes me feel like ‘disaster would have been a better chapter name, since it’s the same word ‘참사’ . Cons of not reading ahead I suppose . )
 
   At these words, Kim Woo-jin, who was wearing Isaac Ivanov’s mask, spoke in a cold tone . 
 
   “The real disaster is only just beginning . ”
 
   As he said this, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes were locked onto the Sphinx’s corpse . 
 
   Then he saw it . 
 
   [Eighth Tail of the Nine Tailed Fox]
 
   – Rating: Legendary 
 
   – Required Level: Level 1 or higher
 
   – Description: The eighth tail of the Nine Tailed Fox . It contains mysterious power . If you collect all of them, you will be able to use the powers of the Nine Tailed Fox . 
 
   – +5% to all stats
 
   – rapidly heals any injury it touches
 
   ‘Now there’s just one left . ’
 
   And the power to fight against this disaster was within arms reach . 
 
   (Note:
 
   [Bloodsucking]
 
   – Conditions: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   – Required Level: Level 20 or higher
 
   – Effect: Absorb the blood of the target to recover your own . As the skill rank increases, the ratio of amount absorbed from the target and amount recovered increases . )
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   Before a plane takes off, the passengers would have to listen to some rules and tips to remember in the event of an emergency . 
 
   Most people didn’t really care and didn’t pay much attention to it, but there was no denying its necessity . 
 
   The players had something similar . 
 
   Before entering a dungeon, they would have to listen to some rules and tips in the event that they encountered bad situations . 
 
   For example, as soon as you left the dungeon, if you saw a red flag, this signified that there was a military emergency . In that case, you should immediately, and quickly cooperate with all the procedures that they were briefed to follow . 
 
   Flap, flap!
 
   It was a red flag that first greeted Kim Woo-jin as he exited the dungeon wearing Isaac Ivanov’s face . 
 
   There was an emergency!
 
   It was a situation that would cause anyone to feel anxious to the extent that the hairs all over their body would stand up . 
 
   But when Kim Woo-jin saw the red flag, he remained calm, and simply acted according to the rules . 
 
   He picked up a flare launcher that had been placed near the dungeon and fired it into the sky . 
 
   Pshhh!
 
   The bright red flare with its tail of smoke shot up into the sky! Covering the surroundings in its red glow . 
 
   Wiiing!
 
   Immediately afterwards, the sound of sirens shattered the silence, and the sounds of heavy machinery starting up could be heard from every direction . 
 
   From the tututu sound of helicopters, to the dragging sound that was reminiscent of tank treads . 
 
   Amid those sounds, five military Humvees approached Kim Woo-jin and his party, and the logo on their hoods was clear . 
 
   The United Nations Peacekeeping Forces . 
 
   These vehicles came to a stop in front of Kim Woo-jin, and a blonde-haired, blue-eyed woman hopped off the first one . 
 
   She was a soldier whose aura showed that she’d participated in many battles . 
 
   “I am Lieutenant Colonel Susan Glasgow of the United Nations Peacekeepers . ”
 
   After introducing herself, she then inspected the party behind Kim Woo-jin, realising that there were only three of them . 
 
   It was a scene that could be called a tragedy, but she only furrowed her brows slightly without showing any other emotions . 
 
   It seemed that she had experienced situations much worse than this one . 
 
   “Is this everyone?”
 
   After that, she asked a short question, to which Kim Woo-jin nodded, and it seemed she had no more questions . 
 
   “There’s currently an emergency so we should move to a safer location . ”
 
   Instead, it was Kim Woo-jin who asked a question . 
 
   “What happened?”
 
   The Lieutenant Colonel responded with a few words . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild was attacked . ”
 
   …
 
   On September 1, the Messiah Guild announced surprising news . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild begin their second attack on a 7 Floor dungeon!]
 
   [They’re challenging the C+ rank dungeon, Dragon’s Breath!]
 
   They announced the attack after it had already commenced . 
 
   This wasn’t particularly strange . 
 
   After all, it was possible for them to be interrupted or disturbed while entering the dungeon . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Therefore, it was actually considered wise for them to not reveal it until after the fact . 
 
   -A post entry announcement?
 
   -Well, things have been a bit restless recently, haven’t they?
 
   -The Messiah Guild probably wanted everything to go smoothly . 
 
   Moreover, the Messiah Guild couldn’t let their guards down in a time when there had already been several terrorist attacks against players . 
 
   -In any case, since Lee Se-jun is the one entering the dungeon, they have to make sure everything is perfect . 
 
   -Honestly, since it’s Lee Se-jun, isn’t it necessary to take all the proper precautions?
 
   Above all, the value of Lee Se-jun’s name was absolute . 
 
   No matter how much Isaac Ivanov or Johann Georg shined, they weren’t able to affect him in the slightest . 
 
   Therefore, the public never raised any doubts about him . 
 
   There were also no complaints . 
 
   -I only trust the Messiah Guild!
 
   -Messiah Guild, please save the world!
 
   No one dared to complain . 
 
   So, when everyone focused their hopes and prayers on the Messiah Guild’s success, the effect of what happened next increased greatly . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild was attacked!]
 
   On September 2, the Messiah Guild fell victim to a terrorist attack . 
 
   [A plane was crashed into the Messiah Guild headquarters!]
 
   [Hijacked, all the passengers on the plane died!]
 
   [The Messiah Guild’s headquarters collapses!]
 
   [982 casualties!]
 
   It was something that far surpassed everyone’s expectations . 
 
   The world was completely shocked by this news . 
 
   -What was that? A terrorist attack?
 
   -They hijacked a plane and crashed it?
 
   After that horrific event, the world became buried in terrible chaos . 
 
   There was absolutely no order in their confusion . 
 
   The media spewed all kinds of stories, and the public opinion became filled with all kinds of angry and murderous thoughts . 
 
   [Massive riots in Eastern Europe!]
 
   [The riots spread across to South America!]
 
   And as this confusion fell, everything halted as no one knew what to do or how to proceed . 
 
   This chaos was the perfect opportunity for terrorists, anti-government groups and criminal organisations that were laying in the shadows before . 
 
   [Sudanese Rebels declare war!]
 
   [Civil war erupts in Slovakia!]
 
   [Martial Law declared in Croatia!]
 
   The terrible confusion quickly began to spread across the world . 
 
   “The last days . ”
 
   The only thing Oh Se-chan could do after seeing this situation was sigh . 
 
   “The end of the world . ”
 
   The same was true for his subordinates . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   No one knew what to do . 
 
   Therefore, they just collected the information and kept track of the situation without saying anything . 
 
   ‘I knew they were going to do something, but I never expected it to be something like this…’
 
   In all honesty, this situation had taken even Oh Se-chan by surprise . 
 
   He already had the assumption that they would try something . 
 
   ‘To destroy their headquarters…’
 
   But for this something to end up being an attack on themselves?
 
   This was something that he never could have imagined . 
 
   ‘No one would believe the Messiah Guild capable of self harm . ’
 
   Furthermore, even he wasn’t completely sure if this was actually a part of the Messiah Guild’s plan . 
 
   The bigger problem was that this was just the beginning . 
 
   ‘In such a situation, if Lee Se-jun clears the dungeon and comes out…’
 
   What would happen in a situation where Lee Se-jun cleared his second 7 Floor dungeon and came back to the world that was currently drowning in confusion?
 
   Only one thing was guaranteed . 
 
   ‘They would be able to do whatever they wanted . ’
 
   No matter what the Messiah Guild decided to do, the world would never oppose it . 
 
   ‘If the Messiah Guild expressed dissatisfaction toward a government’s system, and asked them to reform it… it would still be tolerated . ’
 
   A new country… no, even if it was the emergence of a power that transcended a country, the world would applaud them . 
 
   The existence of a country that transcended other countries would cause existing borders to collapse and only one value would remain in the world . 
 
   Would you fight to save the world or would you fight against it?”
 
   A world where only this value remained . 
 
   ‘At that moment, those who don’t conform to the Messiah Guild would instantly become the villains fighting against the world . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan closed his eyes as he thought about the possible future . 
 
   ‘Has it finally reached this state?’
 
   Although the process was unexpected, Oh Se-chan had long expected the outcome . 
 
   So he tried to stop it . 
 
   However, although Oh Se-chan tried to stop it, but it wasn’t easy to do something like that . 
 
   ‘It’s amazing that I didn’t die and actually managed to even see this happen . ’
 
   In all honesty, he had believed he would be removed before that time, and he had long prepared for his death . 
 
   Even now, he had many things prepared in the event of his death .  
 
   ‘It’s all thanks to Kim Woo-jin . ’
 
   Nevertheless, it was because of Kim Woo-jin that he had been able to hold on for such a long time . 
 
   And it was the same now . 
 
   ‘Now only Kim Woo-jin can do something . ’
 
   In this situation, Oh Se-chan decided to leave everything to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘I’ll do whatever he wants . ’
 
   Regardless of what he wanted, Oh Se-chan decided to help him unconditionally without calculating profits . 
 
   ‘I’d even buy some beef if he wants it . ’
 
   “Boss!”
 
   For the first time since the current situation began, one of his subordinates shouted out excitedly . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Kim Woo-jin is back!”
 
   Only then did Oh Se-chan stand from his seat . 
 
   “It’s time to work overtime again . ”
 
   …
 
   One thing was always obvious . 
 
   Nothing works properly in a panic . 
 
   The same was true for the world which was devastated by the Messiah Guild terror incident . 
 
   There was nothing that could stop the world from panicking . 
 
   [Johann Georg is dead!]
 
   [Sphinx Dungeon disaster!]
 
   But the disaster that befell Johann Georg and Isaac Ivanov was completely different . 
 
   -What the hell are they talking about?
 
   -Oh my God, Johann Georg is dead?
 
   -Only Isaac Ivanov’s party survived?
 
   The world, which was in a state of confusion following the terrorist attack, paused in the face of this new disaster . 
 
   -What happened to them?
 
   -Wait, Isaac Ivanov’s party survived and only Johann Georg’s team died? Is that even possible?
 
   -Did they fight and kill each other?
 
   Moreover, there were even those who looked at the situation, which appeared to be a simple disaster, with suspicious gazes . And naturally, these people began to spout all kinds of conspiracy theories . 
 
   [Did Isaac Ivanov kill Johann Georg?]
 
   [Dungeon disaster, or dungeon massacre?]
 
   [What really happened inside that dungeon?]
 
   Rumors began to come out that Isaac Ivanov’s party killed Johann Georg’s party . 
 
   Naturally, everyone began to wonder . 
 
   [When will Isaac Ivanov reveal the truth?]
 
   -Why isn’t Isaac Ivanov saying anything?
 
   They wanted Isaac Ivanov to say something about the situation . 
 
   And tell them what to do in the future . 
 
   “It’s been a long time . ”
 
   Then Isaac Ivanov finally talked to someone . 
 
   -It’s been so long that it feels like forever . 
 
   Of course, the one he was talking to was not the media, but an individual . It was none other than Oh Se-chan . 
 
   -Did you hear about the situation?
 
   “Roughly . ”
 
   -To be honest, I don’t even know what to do right now . If we let it continue like this then the Messiah Guild will win eventually . And even if that’s not the case, we will still have to fight an even tougher battle . 
 
   In any case, Oh Se-chan was more curious than the world . 
 
   -What are your plans?
 
   He also wanted to know what Kim Woo-jin planned to do in the future . 
 
   “There’s no plan . We only have about two months before the Messiah Guild clears the 7 Floor dungeon . ”
 
   -That’s right . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “And the first thing that I need to do in that time is already clear . ”
 
   -What do you need to do?
 
   “Eat Thunderbird . ”
 
   Thunderbird . 
 
   The world’s number one private military company created by the Lightning King . 
 
   -That…
 
   The meaning of his ‘eat’ was simple . 
 
   “Right, I’m going to get rid of the Lightning King . ”
 
   To kill the Lightning King . 
 
   It was very extreme . 
 
   There was no simple way to kill the Lightning King, however, killing him was one of the conditions for taking over Thunderbird . 
 
   Of course, this didn’t mean that he would be able to do that simply by killing the Lightning King . 
 
   Obviously, it was a plan that required a lot of troublesome preparation . 
 
   The probability of failure was also incredibly high . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin didn’t seem to pay any attention to that . 
 
   “It’s time to prepare for war . The Messiah Guild can’t be stopped, so our only option is to fight . Furthermore, neither side would actually want to join hands with Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   After clearing the 7 Floor dungeon, it could almost be guaranteed that the Messiah Guild would not leave Isaac Ivanov alone . 
 
   -That’s right, after they come out of the dungeon, there’s a really high chance that they’ll pick a fight with Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Rather, it was highly possible that Isaac Ivanov would be the first target of the Messiah Guild who would acquire the right to create a new order due to this event . 
 
   “Right . So at least we need to get enough power to even the scales before the Messiah Guild makes a show of force . Not just player power, but also military power that can be used in real life . ”
 
   So before that, he needed to get his hands on more power, and the easiest and most attractive option was Thunderbird . 
 
   No matter how great the Messiah Guild was, it would not be able to direct military power at will, nor would the forces it can move be as powerful as Thunderbird is at this moment . 
 
   -Well, good . 
 
   Because of that, Oh Se-chan didn’t ask any more questions . 
 
   -Then tell me what you need . 
 
   “I need to meet the Lightning King . ”
 
   -As who?
 
   “As Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   -Okay . 
 
   And just like he had decided before, Oh Se-chan simply accepted KIm Woo-jin’s words . 
 
   From that point on, he would do his best to create a stage for the Lightning King and Kim Woo-jin to meet as soon as possible . 
 
   The conversation was practically over at that point . 
 
   -By the way, if Park Yong-wan finds out that you met the Lightning King, he would be very upset, wouldn’t he?
 
   That was why Oh Se-chan was able to make a little joke . 
 
   They had already finished talking about the Lighting King so he decided to end the conversation with a joke . 
 
   “Right, so Park Yong-wan will take part as well . ”
 
   -Huh?
 
   However, Oh Se-chan was surprised by Kim Woo-jin’s response to his joke . 
 
   -What do you mean? Park Yong-wan will attend the meeting as well?
 
   “The Lightning King, Park Yong-wan, and Kim Woo-jin . These three will sit at one table . ”
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   The terrorist attack against the Messiah Guild was the same as setting a time limit on the order that had been maintained before . 
 
   And if Lee Se-jun and his teammates successfully came out of the 7 Floor dungeon, it was obvious that the world’s power map would be rewritten . 
 
   In such a situation, one of those who looked at this situation favorable was none other than the Lightning King . 
 
   The reason was simple . 
 
   The creation of a new world order meant that those with power were likely to lose said power . 
 
   Therefore, the powerful people in that position had to prepare a way to escape in case there was an unforeseen event, and for them, Thunderbird, the world’s number one private military company, was the perfect option . 
 
   And this was exactly what the Lightning King wanted . 
 
   He had waited specifically for such an era of chaos and confusion, an era where one’s power was measured by how much ammunition he had rather than money . 
 
   “I’m busy . ”
 
   Therefore, it could be said that the Lighting King had gained the most from the terrorist attack against the Messiah Guild . 
 
   On the other hand, there were many people who had suffered heavy losses due to the terrorist attack . 
 
   “I’m also busy . ”
 
   A young, Asian man was facing the Lightning King . 
 
   Park Yong-wan . 
 
   The Master of the Phoenix Guild was one of the biggest victims of the terrorist attack on the Messiah Guild . 
 
   It was pointless to even try calculating the damage . 
 
   After all, the headquarters of the Messiah Guild was located in Korea, and when the incident, which drove the world to chaos, occurred in Korea, the nation declared a state of national emergency . 
 
   Under such circumstances, it was obvious what the situation of the Phoenix Guild, which was also based in Korea, would be like . 
 
   “Right, you must be busy . In many ways . ”
 
   Moreover, the Phoenix Guild had even been forcefully entangled with the Messiah Guild in many ways . 
 
   There were even conspiracies and rumors that the Phoenix Guild was trying to get rid of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Others complained because the Phoenix Guild didn’t try to use the terrorist attack on the Messiah Guild to pass a bill that guaranteed the players’ interests like what happened in France . 
 
   From the Phoenix Guild’s perspective, they would be suspected regardless of what they chose to do, which meant that they couldn’t actually do anything . 
 
   In any case, one thing was clear . 
 
   “Are you trying to pick a fight?”
 
   “Fights only happen between people on the same level . ”
 
   “Level?”
 
   “Do you think we’re on the same level?”
 
   There was definitely no way that the Master of the Phoenix Guild and the Lightning King would meet each other for no reason . 
 
   After all, the two of them were far from being close . 
 
   “Aren’t we both on 6 Floors? Are you saying that’s not enough for a quick conversation?”
 
   “Right, thinking like that would definitely let you feel better . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   To be precise, they couldn’t get close . 
 
   In terms of reputation, the Lightning King was certainly a bit higher, but both players were currently targeting 6 Floor dungeons, therefore Park Yong-wan’s reputation wasn’t too lacking . 
 
   In other words, the two of them were rivals whose rankings were so close that they could change at any time depending on their performances . 
 
   Therefore their relationship was bound to be filled with fierce competition . 
 
   Nevertheless, the two of them were currently meeting in one place because of one person . 
 
   “You can fight after we discuss today’s topic . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Now that he was a 6 Floor player like the two of them, he was able to create this tripartite conversation . 
 
   Of course, it wasn’t just because of Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Because it’s important to discuss Isaac Ivanov first . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov, he was the biggest reason that this was currently happening . 
 
   As proof of this, the moment Isaac Ivanov was mentioned, Park Yong-wan and the Lightning King stopped pressing each other . 
 
   Then, in the calmer atmosphere, Kim Woo-jin continued . 
 
   “If things continue to progress as they are, then the Messiah Guild will hold all the keys . No one can be certain what they will do with those keys, but it’s almost certain that it wouldn’t be good for the two of you . ”
 
   The two of them didn’t try to refute this statement . 
 
   Even if they had their own ways to deal with the situation, they definitely wouldn’t reveal it . 
 
   “In this situation, Isaac Ivanov is the most obvious umbrella . No matter how great the Messiah Guild is, it would be impossible for them to openly display their hostility to Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   This was because there was no reason for them to refute . 
 
   On the inside, the Messiah Guild wanted nothing more than to kill Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   But on the surface, Isaac Ivanov was a saviour candidate who could replace the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Therefore, no matter how powerful the Messiah Guild was, they wouldn’t be able to show their hostility . 
 
   Therefore the expression ‘umbrella’ was accurate in many ways . 
 
   “Of course, it’s just a small umbrella that the two of you here can use . ”
 
   However, it was impossible for Isaac Ivanov to accurately guess the size of the typhoon that was to come . 
 
   “So you want to pick which one of us can use it?”
 
   “Are we here today to decide who will be able to use the umbrella?”
 
   At least, the status of the umbrella couldn’t be guaranteed, and they’d need to act accordingly . 
 
   It was also the reason why this meeting was being held . 
 
   And it was at this meeting that Kim Woo-jin said . 
 
   “I’m going to ask you a question . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan and the Lightning King turned to look at Kim Woo-jin when they heard those words . 
 
   “Does anyone here agree with Isaac Ivanov’s values?”
 
   And when they heard the question, the atmosphere in the room froze momentarily . 
 
   Nevertheless, Kim Woo-jin continued asking his question . 
 
   “Does anyone here agree with his value of saving the world which transformed into a game?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   When they heard this question, the Lightning King and Park Yong-wan gave the same expression as though they had rehearsed beforehand . 
 
   It was clear that they had no intentions of sympathizing with such values . 
 
   Seeing this, Kim Woo-jin continued . 
 
   “Therefore it’s too dangerous to leave everything to Isaac Ivanov alone . ”
 
   After saying that, Kim Woo-jin finally revealed the main point . 
 
   “Let’s attack a 7 Floor dungeon together . ”
 
   With those words, Kim Woo-jin looked back and forth between Park Yong-wan and the Lightning King . 
 
   …
 
   “Let the Lightning King and Park Yong-wan attack a 7 Floor dungeon with Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who was making a visit to Oh Se-chan’s office, couldn’t help but ask this question in surprise . 
 
   “Right . ”
 
   “Will they accept the offer?”
 
   “They have no reason not to accept . Well, to be precise, they don’t have a choice but to do so . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah tilted his head slightly at those words . 
 
   He didn’t quite understand what was meant by them not having a choice . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov is currently under suspicion regarding the Sphinx Dungeon disaster . Apart from the suspicion, there is still the belief that he is unable to clear 7 Floor dungeons . After all, even Johann Georg was sacrificed during the 6 Floor dungeon attack . ”
 
   Therefore, Oh Se-chan explained it for him . 
 
   “In such a situation, Isaac Ivanov needs a more definite card in order to enter the dungeon in response to the public opinion . ”
 
   “But are they willing to take the risk?”
 
   Oh Se-chan shrugged at Lee Jin-ah’s question . 
 
   “Why wouldn’t they risk it?”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “It’s an opportunity to attack a 7 Floor dungeon with Isaac Ivanov . This means they’d be on the same level as the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   Only then did Lee Jin-ah understand . 
 
   Oh Se-chan added . 
 
   “In addition, these two have always risked their lives by attacking higher dungeons . They’ve long been ready to add 7 Floor dungeons to their lists of achievements . In this situation, this is nothing but a good thing for them . ”
 
   After saying this, Oh Se-chan smiled . 
 
   “More importantly, if Isaac Ivanov becomes a 7 Floor attacker, the situation would become even more chaotic . Isaac Ivanov, Park Yong-wan and the Lightning King are all 6 Floor attackers so there’s no question as to who is at a higher level, but what if Isaac Ivanov became a 7 Floor attacker?”
 
   “He would be on a different level . ”
 
   “Right, Isaac Ivanov would become an unstoppable giant . ”
 
   The smile on Oh Se-chan’s face became slightly mocking as he said this . 
 
   “Is there something else?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who realised there was more to this smile, couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   “Ah, I can’t tell you that . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   But when Oh Se-chan shook his head, refusing to answer, Lee Jin-ah made a sullen expression . 
 
   Meanwhile, Oh Se-chan suddenly said . 
 
   “I suddenly want to eat jajangmyeon . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s expression became ridiculous as he said . 
 
   “So that was your goal in the end . Aren’t you ashamed of yourself for trying to take advantage of your younger brother?”
 
   Oh Se-chan, on the other hand, answered with an equally ridiculous expression as he said . 
 
   “Should I be ashamed when I can get something for free?”
 
   In the end, Lee Jin-ah could only give up . 
 
   “So what else is there?”
 
   After receiving the signal that he would get the jajangmyeon, Oh Se-chan continued explaining . 
 
   “Before entering this dungeon, they are all going to write wills, just in case . ”
 
   “Wills?”
 
   “They have a lot of possessions, so shouldn’t they decide who inherits their legacies in the event that they die?”
 
   “You don’t mean…?”
 
   Oh Se-chan nodded to the surprised Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Right, they are putting Thunderbird and the Phoenix Guild together . If one of them dies, then it will naturally merge with the other . And both of them will imagine good results because they both believe that Kim Woo-jin is on their side . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but be amazed by that . 
 
   “Incredible . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan didn’t dare to say the real surprise . 
 
   ‘What’s really surprising is the fact that it wasn’t actually a tripartite conference . ’
 
   There had been one more person at that meeting . 
 
   …
 
   “I need to think about it first . ”
 
   “I’ll make a decision by the time we meet again . ”
 
   The conversation with the Lightning King and Park Yong-wan naturally wouldn’t be concluded in one day . 
 
   After all, it wasn’t simple to conclude entering a 7 Floor dungeon with Isaac Ivanov or the Phoenix Guild and Thunderbird forming a strategic alliance that was close to a merger . 
 
   Therefore, after the first meeting, the three headed back to their respective places . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin entered the prepared luxury sedan . 
 
   The driver greeted him . 
 
   “There are no surveillance or eavesdropping devices . ”
 
   Immediately afterwards, a voice came from the seat beside Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “I heard everything . ”
 
   It was Johann Georg’s voice .  
 
   “You have a really interesting relationship . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Johann Georg had also attended the tripartite conference held by Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Naturally, he was wearing the Cap of Invisibility which was capable of hiding his presence from the world . 
 
   In other words, it wasn’t a tripartite meeting, but a quadripartite one . (TL: at this point I wondered if ‘three way’ would’ve been simpler . ’
 
   “What do you think about my proposal?”
 
   And this quadripartite meeting had been created for Kim Woo-jin’s proposal . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin spoke to Johann Georg . 
 
   “The proposal to gather forces and wait for Isaac Ivanov to self-destruct?”
 
   For them to hold hands and bide their time under Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   At first, Johann Georg naturally ignored the offer . 
 
   He believed that it was Isaac Ivanov who was using Kim Woo-jin to see if he had thoughts of betrayal . 
 
   So Kim Woo-jin showed him . 
 
   He was actually the one who was using Isaac Ivanov, and could betray him at any time . 
 
   “Are you still suspicious of me?”
 
   And Johann Georg had seen it for himself . 
 
   “I don’t believe the two masters of Thunderbird and the Phoenix Guild would work together just to deceive me . ”
 
   At least, he believed that Park Yong-wan and the Lightning King wouldn’t work together just to fool him . 
 
   “Then are you willing to join forces?”
 
   Johann Georg paused for a moment instead of answering Kim Woo-jin’s question . 
 
   Silence fell in the car, and it lasted for quite a while . 
 
   “Hmm . ”
 
   After the long silence, Johann Georg then spoke in a slightly strained voice . 
 
   “I will only ask one question . What is your biggest reason for betraying Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   Johann Georg then continued before he could hear the answer . 
 
   “Of course, it makes a lot of sense . Fighting against the Messiah Guild in the runaway train known as Isaac Ivanov is crazy, moreover, you’ll even have the Phoenix Guild and Thunderbird as enemies . ”
 
   If one were to look at the circumstances, Kim Woo-jin truly had every reason to betray Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   In fact, all of those were good reasons . 
 
   But he was sure that a bigger reason existed . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered his question . 
 
   “My halo is also the Emissary of the Underworld, like you . ”
 
   At that answer, Johann Georg fell silent once again before replying . 
 
   “Because of our halo’s favoritism, we definitely have to walk a thorny path . ”
 
   Three days after Kim Woo-jin and Johann Georg joined hands, he received a response from Park Yong-wan and the Lightning King . 
 
   -If Thunderbird agrees to do it, I’ll do it too . 
 
   -If the Phoenix Guild agrees, Thunderbird will as well . 
 
   It was the moment when a team created to attack 7 Floor dungeons had been created . 
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   [The hero Johann Georg buried in the Sphinx Dungeon!]
 
   The attack on the Sphinx dungeon had led to the new rising star in Johann Georg and his ten teammates . 
 
   Many felt sorrow and frustration because of the disaster . 
 
   Then a question was asked . 
 
   [What exactly happened in the dungeon?]
 
   [Why is Isaac Ivanov silent?]
 
   What the hell happened to Johann Georg in the Sphinx Dungeon?
 
   The world repeatedly questioned the hero’s death and asked questions . 
 
   However, Isaac Ivanov did not give a clear answer to these questions . 
 
   It was just silence . 
 
   Naturally, the world didn’t take too kindly to this silence . 
 
   -Did Isaac Ivanov really kill Johann Georg?
 
   ㄴDid he do something to get rid of his competition?
 
   ㄴIsaac Ivanov wouldn’t . 
 
   ㄴEven if he did or he didn’t! Why the hell isn’t he saying anything?
 
   ㄴThat’s right, it’s obvious that he has something to hide . 
 
   As the silence prolonged, the conspiracy theories about Isaac Ivanov began to increase . 
 
   And during this time, they received a piece of news . 
 
   [The Phoenix Guild prepares to attack a 7 Floor dungeon!]
 
   [C+ rank 7 Floor dungeon, Goblin Lord’s Kingdom!]
 
   [Park Yong-wan finally takes on a new challenge!]
 
   The Phoenix Guild’s 7 Floor dungeon attack . 
 
   The public reacted to this news in its own way . 
 
   It was literally in its own way . 
 
   -Are they finally challenging it?
 
   -Isn’t it too late to do it now? I think it’s been a while since Park Yong-wan attacked a 6 Floor dungeon . 
 
   -It’s not just Park Yong-wan . It’s already September 2024 and only the Messiah Guild has started challenging 7 Floor dungeons . 
 
   -But can Park Yong-wan even do it in the first place? I don’t think Park Yong-wan can do it . Except for the Messiah Guild, I don’t even believe any of the other top five guilds can do it . And the Phoenix Guild isn’t even one of the top five guilds, is it?
 
   Although Park Yong-wan’s reputation had improved greatly as of late, this was mostly due to the fact that he was Isaac Ivanov’s greatest supporter . 
 
   It was true that the evaluation of his capabilities didn’t reach that of the core players in the top five guilds . 
 
   Therefore, it was natural that Park Yong-wan’s announcement of a 7 Floor dungeon attack, something that even the top five guilds couldn’t do, was met with suspicion and doubt rather than hope and joy . 
 
   [The Phoenix Guild joins a strategic alliance!]
 
   [Thunderbird joins hands with the Phoenix Guild!]
 
   [The Phoenix Guild and Thunderbird virtually merged?]
 
   However, the people’s reactions began to change when the successive news about the merger with Thunderbird was released . 
 
   [The Lightning King joins hands with Park Yong-wan!]
 
   [The Lightning King and Park Yong-wan will attack the 7 Floor dungeon together!]
 
   In the face of this news, it was impossible for the reaction to remain the same . 
 
   -Joining hands with the Lightning King? What’s going on?
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   -This changes everything . Even the guild masters for the top five guilds would have to bow to him, wouldn’t they?
 
   -In a sense, the Lightning King is stronger than the top five’s guild masters . He’s a player who reigns like an emperor in a lawless country . 
 
   After all, the Lightning King’s reputation was in no way lacking when compared to the five guild masters . 
 
   It was around that time that the sensible people came to a realisation . 
 
   -Wait, then surely…?
 
   -If by chance…
 
   -Is this real?
 
   And their premonitions immediately became a reality . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, Park Yong-wan and the Lightning King join forces!]
 
   Isaac Ivanov had joined Park Yong-wan and the Lightning King . 
 
   At that moment, no one had the suspicions about the Sphinx Dungeon in their minds any longer . 
 
   And no one dared to bring up any conspiracies about Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov is ready to step on the 7 Floor stage with Lee Se-jun . ]
 
   They just went wild for the new hope that was catching up to the Messiah Guild . 
 
   …
 
   “What an enthusiastic reaction . ”
 
   The Lightning King couldn’t help but chuckle lightly as he saw the news about Isaac Ivanov, who until a few days ago was being considered as the villain who conspired against the hero . 
 
   “It’s clear now more than ever that the Messiah Guild’s higher ups aren’t around . ”
 
   If the core members of the Messiah Guild were in reality and not in a dungeon, then it was clear that the public opinion wouldn’t have flowed in such a direction easily
 
   ‘Kim Woo-jin was right, this is the only way to truly get a glimpse at the whole picture . ’
 
   At that point, it was clear evidence that this was the last chance for something huge to be allowed at this time when Lee Se-jun and his team were targeting the 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   Then, Shakira appeared before him . 
 
   When she appeared, she looked more disciplined than ever . To the point where absolutely no flaws were visible . 
 
   She seemed like she would willingly kill herself if she was ordered to die at that moment . 
 
   While maintaining that momentum, Shakira spoke . 
 
   “All the preparations are complete . ”
 
   Along with those words, she handed an item over to the Lightning King . 
 
   The item she handed over was none other than a rough spear . 
 
   It was a simple spear with a rough, wooden shaft, and a pointed blade that appeared to be made of gold . 
 
   However, when he grabbed the spear, the Lightning King’s eyes shined brighter than ever . 
 
   ‘It’s time to make use of the hidden items . ’
 
   Then he asked . 
 
   “What about the Phoenix Guild . ”
 
   “They signed the agreement . Now, the Phoenix Guild and Thunderbird are practically one entity . ”
 
   “It seems he trusts Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   Crackle!
 
   At that moment, lightning began dancing around his body . 
 
   “In this dungeon, we’ll get rid of Park Yong-wan and eat the Phoenix Guild . Prepare all the power we can use . ”
 
   Then, after thinking for a moment, the Lightning King continued . 
 
   “And pass a message on to Kim Woo-jin . If he needs anything, I will support him . I’ll even give him a gift . ”
 
   …
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Thunderbird signed the agreement . ”
 
   Instead of responding to his secretary, Park Yong-wan continued observing the sword in front of him . 
 
   Outwardly, it seemed to be a normal sword . However, as he looked at this sword, Park Yong-wan’s gaze became sharper than ever . 
 
   ‘Durandal(1) . ’
 
   After reciting the name of his most beloved item, Park Yong-wan raised his head . 
 
   Then, all kinds of miraculous items which filled his private armory filled his eyes . 
 
   With just a sweep of his gaze, he could see the countless legendary items he had obtained . 
 
   Legendary items that only he had enjoyed . 
 
   “Tell my guards . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “Take whatever they want from here today . ”
 
   And for the first time, he would let others enjoy these items . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   It was so surprising that his secretary couldn’t even react properly to his words . 
 
   However, after quickly regathering her thoughts, the secretary once again asked for confirmation . 
 
   “Should I really tell them that?”
 
   “This is an opportunity for us to eat Thunderbird, which belongs to the Lightning King, naturally it is a worthy investment . ”
 
   “Are you really going to fight against the Lightning King?”
 
   The Lightning King . 
 
   His reputation was not in vain . 
 
   Furthermore, the Lightning King had created his own force without the support of any government . 
 
   No one considered Thunderbird to be weaker than the Frontier Guild, Great One Guild, or the Kunlun Guild . 
 
   It wouldn’t be easy for Park Yong-wan to fight against such a figure . 
 
   “It’ll be dangerous . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan knew that as well . 
 
   Nevertheless, he was confident . 
 
   “But since Kim Woo-jin is on my side, the winner has already been decided . ”
 
   Because he was convinced that he had a hidden card that would bring him victory .  
 
   “Of course, I’ll need to pay a bit of a price first . Give that spear to Kim Woo-jin as a gift . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan then looked around before saying . 
 
   “And trade the remaining items, like that sealed hammer head over there, for weapons and armors through a broker . You can also give them more money so that we can obtain more powerful items . It’s fine if we lose a little . As long as we get a hold of items that will increase our power as quickly as possible . ”
 
   His secretary nodded at his words . 
 
   …
 
   “Understood . ”
 
   “Understood . ”
 
   Two of the same voices could be heard saying the same thing in a room . 
 
   Duk!
 
   Duk!
 
   And then, the seemingly long conversations were cut off almost at the same time . 
 
   The moment the call ended, Lee Jin-ah, who had been silently watching at the side couldn’t help but speak up . 
 
   “I’ve seen a large number of strange things while in a team with you, but I never expected to see something like this . ”
 
   The two Kim Woo-jins laughed in unison at those words . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It wasn’t a difficult sight to explain . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had been contacted by both sides at the same time, and since he couldn’t not take care of one side, he decided to do them simultaneously with his alter ego skill . 
 
   Of course, from an outsider’s perspective, this scene would have been quite mind-blowing . 
 
   “Ugh, I’m afraid that I’ll have nightmares about this . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah clicked his tongue . 
 
   “So, how important were those calls that you needed to take them at the same time with your alter ego skill?”
 
   On the other hand, he wondered just how important those calls were to warrant such actions . 
 
   In response to Lee Jin-ah’s words, Kim Woo-jin and his alter ego once again spoke simultaneously . 
 
   “The Lightning King . ”
 
   “Park Yong-wan . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah frowned when the two answers, which were said in the same voice, overlapped . 
 
   “The sounds overlap . Can’t you just go back to being one?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded and released his alter ego skill . 
 
   Then the second Kim Woo-jin slowly faded, becoming transparent before disappearing altogether . 
 
   After that, the knowledge that the alter ego obtained appeared in Kim Woo-jin’s mind . 
 
   “It’s simple, really . Park Yong-wan wants to kill the Lightning King, and the Lightning King wants to kill Park Yong-wan . However, both sides know it wouldn’t be easy to take down the other side, so they want to bring me to their side . ”
 
   After hearing this explanation, Lee Jin-ah went silent for a long time before an incredulous expression came across his face . 
 
   “To be honest, if I was the Lightning King or Park Yong-wan, I would rather die than let you know that . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t react to Lee Jin-ah’s words . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah continued . 
 
   “So what will they give you . ”
 
   After knowing Kim Woo-jin for so long, Lee Jin-ah naturally knew that Kim Woo-jin would ask for a price in order to help them . 
 
   “The Lightning King offered the Barisada, and Park Yong-wan offered the Jang Palsamo(2) . ” 
 
   “What’s that?”
 
   “The Barisada is the sword of Rogero, one of the twelve knights of Charlemagne, and the Jang Palsamo is a weapon that doesn’t require an explanation . ”
 
   “From what I can tell, isn’t Park Yong-wan’s offer better?”
 
   “His does have more weight . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah clicked his tongue . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had obtained two powerful legendary items from doing nothing . 
 
   And he was certain that Kim Woo-jin wouldn’t be satisfied with this much . 
 
   “So which hand are you going to raise?”
 
   In this situation, Kim Woo-jin would have to choose one of them . 
 
   And the moment he picked one, everything that belonged to the other side would be eaten by Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   This meant that he was currently hunting prey more valuable than any prey he had before, the Lightning King, and Park Yong-wan . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered without hesitation . 
 
   “I’m getting rid of the Lightning King . ”
 
   The Lightning King . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah nodded when he heard that . 
 
   “Well, you have been partnered with Park Yong-wan longer than the Lightning King . It turns out you’re human after all . Capable of at least a little gratitude . ”
 
   After all, Park Yong-wan had been sponsoring Kim Woo-jin ever since he’d become a player . 
 
   Although his intentions weren’t the best, it couldn’t be said that he wasn’t Kim Woo-jin’s benefactor . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   On the other hand, wasn’t the Lightning King just a tyrant of a lawless country who would try to get rid of Kim Woo-jin if he stopped being useful?
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t raise any objections to Lee Jin-ah’s words . 
 
   “I appreciate the fact that you think so . ”
 
   Naturally, it wasn’t that Kim Woo-jin didn’t pick Park Yong-wan because he was grateful to him . 
 
   It was just that he’d concluded that it was far more advantageous to partner with Park Yong-wan than it was to partner with the Lightning King . 
 
   ‘If we don’t have a chance, I could always change . ’
 
   Nevertheless, he didn’t know how the situation might change . 
 
   ‘The Lightning King is more powerful than Park Yong-wan . ’
 
   Even so, Park Yong-wan was also not an easy opponent . 
 
   To be precise, he was also being protected by the Messiah Guild . 
 
   If the Messiah Guild hadn’t been providing invisible support to the Phoenix Guild in order to make use of Park Yong-wan, he would not have been able to reach the current position he was in . 
 
   ‘I don’t know what the Lightning King has hidden . ’
 
   On the other hand, the Lightning King was a tyrant in a lawless land with no government support or supervision . 
 
   This was a judgement made by none other than Kim Woo-jin, who had hunted both of them . 
 
   ‘If his power is too low, I might have to choose the Lightning King . ’
 
   In other words, depending on the situation, he might have to choose the Lightning King’s side . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin]
 
   – Level: 176
 
   – Halo: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   – Stats: Health(530+1425)/Stamina(2+661)/Magic Power(3+1332)
 
   – Achievements: 158
 
   – Extra points: 0
 
   ‘After I learn the Lich skill at level 180, if his powers are below my expectations, then I’ll have to change my decision . ’
 
   In particular, the simulations that Kim Woo-jin was running in his head were made up mostly of scenarios after he reached level 180 and learned the Lich skill . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin wasn’t sure if the Liches he summoned would have the same fearsome prowess as Johann Georg’s . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah approached Kim Woo-jin, who was measuring his power, and said . 
 
   “Hey . ”
 
   With that, he held out the phone in his hand . 
 
   “Se-chan said he wants to talk to you . ”
 
   As Kim Woo-jin took the phone and brought it to his ear, Lee Jin-ah suddenly said . 
 
   “Hey, ask Se-chan to buy some meat . It’s been a while since we came to Korea, we should have some Korean beef . ”
 
   -Hey, shut your bastard mouth! You eat beef so much you sound like a cow! Dammit! He said he would buy me jajangmyeon so I ordered it, then he said he forgot his wallet! The next time you meet this bastard, he’ll be dead!
 
   Kim Woo-jin only gave a small smile at Oh Se-chan’s tirade . 
 
   “So what’s going on?”
 
   -Ah, it’s not that big of a deal . Park Yong-wan left some items with me . They want to trade other items for weapons and armors . It seems he’s fully preparing for the Lightning King . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t need to think about it for a long time . 
 
   “There might be something useful for a long time . Let me take a look . ”
 
   -Sure, I’ll send you the address as soon as the items arrive . 
 
   After ending the phone call, Kim Woo-jin thought briefly . 
 
   ‘There shouldn’t be anything amazing there, but maybe I’ll get something . ’
 
   He hoped he could get lucky . 
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   Among the items that could be obtained from dungeons, the most valuable were, of course, legendary items . 
 
   Ever since they first started appearing, their value went without saying . 
 
   Even as the number of players targeting dungeons increased, the value of legendary items continued to increase, and by 2024, legendary items were things that could only be traded with other legendary items . 
 
   In fact, the transaction of legendary items was something that rarely happened . 
 
   Under such circumstances, it was naturally the sealed weapons that started to gain attention . 
 
   Of course, the interest in sealed items was high even before that . 
 
   After all, everyone believed that these items were bound to be valuable items . 
 
   The problem was, no one knew exactly how to unseal them . 
 
   It was the gastric juice of a Golden Dragon hunted by the Dragon Slayer that changed the situation . 
 
   Due to the gastric juice that was capable of removing almost any seal, players were finally able to unseal the sealed items, which led to them realising that these items were almost all legendary items . 
 
   Because of that, a market for sealed items was created, and they began to be traded . 
 
   At some point, they even began to act as a form of currency . 
 
   “He collected a lot . ”
 
   That was the reason Park Yong-wan put a lot of sealed items on the market ahead of an important challenge . 
 
   “Rather than that, why is Park Yong-wan doing business with Se-chan? What would he see in such a cheap baldy? Does he not have anyone else to do business with?”
 
   In addition, Park Yong-wan delegated the disposal of the sealed items to Park Yong-wan . 
 
   The reason was simple . 
 
   “Because he would be able to get whatever he wants, whenever he needs it . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   When Park Yong-wan was trying to find an item to give to Isaac Ivanov, it was Oh Se-chan who supplied it to him before anyone else . 
 
   In addition, when he made the deals with Isaac Ivanov and Kim Woo-jin, Park Yong-wan did so through Oh Se-chan . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Not only the provision of items, when he had to launder money or prepare hideouts, Oh Se-chan was the one he turned to . 
 
   Therefore, it was natural for Park Yong-wan to consider Oh Se-chan to be a reliable and helpful broker . 
 
   “Park Yong-wan definitely committed many sins in his past life . ”
 
   Of course, for Lee Jin-ah who knew the truth about the matter, he couldn’t help but feel sorry for Park Yong-wan . 
 
   “Whoo, if I was in his position, I would rather shave my head and go to a temple than get sucked dry by you two leeches . ”
 
   While Lee Jin-ah was sympathizing with Park Yong-wan, Kim Woo-jin looked through the items one by one . 
 
   In all honesty, Kim Woo-jin didn’t know the identity of the sealed items just by seeing them . 
 
   He was just checking to see if any of them overlapped with his memories . 
 
   Moreover, despite his efforts, Kim Woo-jin only had two items he wanted to unseal . 
 
   He could only narrow down the options as much as possible . 
 
   ‘It’s not going to be easy . ’
 
   It took a very long time to compare countless items with those in his memories .  
 
   It was a process that would definitely take more than a day .  
 
   There was no time to waste, so Kim Woo-jin simply kept his mouth closed and kept inspecting every item . 
 
   “Hmm . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah also began following Kim Woo-jin and inspecting the items organised around them . 
 
   “If you’re lucky you could get a legendary, right?”
 
   Of course, Lee Jin-ah didn’t actually inspect these sealed items too closely . 
 
   “How about this one?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah picked up an ordinary sword and asked . 
 
   “Doesn’t this look like Excalibur(1)?”
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin ignored him, but Lee Jin-ah didn’t mind it, instead, he grabbed a spear behind him and said . 
 
   “I got a good feeling about this one . I’m sure it’s Gungnir(2) . Hey, let’s unseal this one . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Once again, Kim Woo-jin ignored him . 
 
   Suddenly, Lee Jin-ah stretched out his hand as though he’d found something . 
 
   What he then picked up, was a steel square . 
 
   In all honesty, if this item’s status window didn’t say ‘Hammer Head’, no one would actually think that it was a hammer head . 
 
   Holding this hammer head, Lee Jin-ah then shouted . 
 
   “Wow! I’m Thor! Bring it on Thanos!”
 
   When Lee Jin-ah started acting like Thor, one of the heroes of the marvel universe, Kim Woo-jin turned to look at him . 
 
   Naturally, their eyes met . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s eyes were cold, colder than he’d ever seen them . 
 
   Seeing this, Lee Jin-ah smiled awkwardly and tried to find an excuse . 
 
   “I-, it was a joke, a joke . Haha, men play around like this sometimes, don’t they?”
 
   However, despite this excuse, Kim Woo-jin didn’t turn away from him, instead, he approached him with the same expression . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   Lee Jin-ah subconsciously swallowed his saliva when he saw this . 
 
   ‘Dammit, did I say too much?”
 
   At the same time, Kim Woo-jin said to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   “Y-, yeah?”
 
   “Good job . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was surprised . 
 
   “Isn’t this ironic?”
 
   When Kim Woo-jin took the hammer head from him, Lee Jin-ah’s blank expression became one of surprise . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “You’re really lucky . ”
 
   …
 
   After the world changed into a game in 2020, dungeons steadily and endlessly appeared in the world . 
 
   And over the years, higher leveled dungeons appeared one after another . 
 
   The highest floored dungeon that had appeared so far, was the 8 Floor dungeon, Orc Lord’s Kingdom, which appeared in the Caspian Sea . 
 
   When it came to the 7 Floor dungeons below that, there were nine of them . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s team will attack the Goblin Lord’s Kingdom!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s team heads to Pakistan!]
 
   Among the nine, the alliance between the Phoenix Guild and Thunderbird, led by Isaac Ivanov had chosen the Goblin Lord’s Kingdom, which was located in Pakistan . 
 
   It was a place where rebels and terrorist groups of all kinds were constantly at war, a literal battlefield . 
 
   In other words, this attack was mainly possible because that was the location . 
 
   Entering a 7 Floor dungeon in a country with a functioning government would require a lot of processes and costs . 
 
   Among them, the most troublesome problem was the time . 
 
   When attacking a 7 Floor dungeon, it wasn’t only about the public’s attention that had to be kept in mind, it was also an unspeakable risk . 
 
   In the event of a problem, it could be equivalent to a national disaster, therefore the approval wasn’t given lightly . 
 
   This was the most worrying aspect for Isaac Ivanov’s team, who were currently in a race against time . 
 
   Conversely, entering the 7 Floor dungeon in Pakistan was comparatively easy . 
 
   [The Pakistani government approves of Isaac Ivanov’s team’s attack request!]
 
   The government’s approval could be easily obtained by handing over some money, and in truth, even that was unnecessary . 
 
   If they had the confidence to enter the dungeon in this place that had turned into a battlefield, then they could attack the dungeon at any time . 
 
   “I got a call from the advance team . ”
 
   That was why Thunderbird’s value was incomparable in the current era . 
 
   “The dungeon area has been cleared and the route has been secured . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   While other guilds had to wait on the government’s forces, they could simply prepare the stage for themselves . 
 
   Moreover, Thunderbird’s ability to handle the terrorists and rebels far surpassed that of most countries’ special forces . 
 
   Their weapons were one thing, but they had also experienced countless battles in their journey to become the emperor of the most deadly place in South America . 
 
   “Great . ”
 
   A week after obtaining the Pakistani government’s approval, even Park Yong-wan was forced to acknowledge them when the news that they secured the 7 Floor dungeon gate, which had been held by a terrorist group . 
 
   “I can’t believe that an individual was able to amass this level of military power under a company . ”
 
   On the other hand, he had no choice but to increase his vigilance against the Lightning King, who was in control of such military power . 
 
   ‘If I eat Thunderbird, I’d gain all of that . ’
 
   At the same time, his greed for Thunderbird also grew . 
 
   In any case, since the route to the dungeon had already been secured, all that remained was for them to walk the path . 
 
   Before that, Kim Woo-jin checked the dungeon’s details . 
 
   [Goblin Lord’s Kingdom]
 
   – Floors: 7
 
   – Difficulty: C+ rank
 
   – Maximum number of Entries: 444
 
   – Requirement: Level 239 and below
 
   – Challenge Conditions: Defeat the King of the Goblin Lord’s Kingdom!
 
   – Reward: Goblin Lord’s Sword
 
   ‘The Goblin Lord’s Sword . ’
 
   As he looked at the dungeon report, Kim Woo-jin, who couldn’t help but recall some memories from his past, closed his eyes . 
 
   Then the Lightning King walked up to him and said . 
 
   “Isaac, let’s start the attack . ”
 
   And so the attack began . 
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   “Isaac Ivanov has entered!”
 
   Of the 424 players attacking the dungeon this time, Isaac Ivanov was the last one to enter, And when he did so the dungeon sent the notification informing them of how to move on to the next floor . 
 
   [Kill 111,111 Goblins to advance to the next floor . ]
 
   The notification immediately silenced the atmosphere of the group as if it was a candle that had been blown out . 
 
   ‘I didn’t hear that incorrectly, did I?”
 
   ‘110,000?’
 
   110,000 . 
 
   This was the first time the players had ever encountered such a number in a dungeon . 
 
   They were used to units of 10,000 monsters, but never once had the number surpass 100,000 . 
 
   Of course, considering the fact that their targets were Goblins, this number couldn’t exactly be called large . 
 
   After all, while they might not be normal Goblins, it was still better than facing Dragons, Hellhounds or Wyverns . 
 
   They were able to comfort themselves by thinking in this way . 
 
   ‘This is no joke . ’
 
   But if they were to start comforting themselves in that way, then they definitely wouldn’t’ have qualified to enter this 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   ‘110,000 on the first floor . ’
 
   After all, they were still on the first floor . 
 
   The least challenging and lightest of the seven floors they were about to climb .  
 
   Looking for comfort on the first floor?
 
   It would be strange if people who couldn’t anticipate just how challenging the attack would be, were allowed to participate in the attack . 
 
   “It’s a good number to warm up . A rough estimate would be 300 monsters per person . ”
 
   “If it’s just Goblins, it wouldn’t be too challenging even if there were a million of them . ”
 
   That’s why the Lightning King and Park Yong-wan acted like it was nothing special when they saw the notification . 
 
   They both already had the qualifications to attack 7 Floor dungeons . Between them, the Lightning King even had a bit of an advantage . 
 
   “Now, let’s make some things clear . ”
 
   He spoke in a leisurely tone . 
 
   “As we agreed beforehand, we will split into three teams and move . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov, the Phoenix Guild and Thunderbird came to an agreement before they entered the dungeon . 
 
   In general, unless there were any special circumstances, the three groups would act on their own . 
 
   It had already been proven through countless cases that it was better for everyone to move separately and use their own strength than for the parties to form a rushed alliance and hinder each other . 
 
   “Lead actors don’t need to share a stage . ”
 
   In a sense, Park Yong-wan, Isaac Ivanov and the Lightning King could all be considered as aces .  
 
   And the players they brought with them were those who specialised in supporting these aces . 
 
   For them to be on the same stage would be the same as sending out three aces in one round of a game . 
 
   In other words, it was an incredibly wasteful act that was beyond inefficient . 
 
   “Let’s play a game instead . ”
 
   Therefore, they needed something other than cooperation . 
 
   “How about we bet over who can catch the most in this dungeon?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   And in a sense, it was the best way for the three teams to have the highest level of synergy . 
 
   “Sounds like fun . ”
 
   Therefore Park Yong-wan accepted the Lightning King’s proposal without any hesitation . 
 
   “Then what shall we bet? A finger?”
 
   “Other people’s fingers are useless . Unless you want to look at the pictures in their smartphone . ”
 
   Of course, the Lightning King was even more relentless . 
 
   “Let’s bet a legendary item . Instead of chips . ”
 
   After saying that, the Lightning King jerked his chin towards Shakira, who immediately took an item from her inventory . 
 
   “I’ll bet Achilles’ Sword . ”
 
   Achilles’ Sword . 
 
   Park Yong-wan’s gaze became a bit cold when he saw the Lightning King reveal a legendary item without hesitation, the value of which was obvious just from its name . ”
 
   It was obvious that he had been planning this for quite a while . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was watching the scene, couldn’t help but laugh inside . 
 
   ‘The Lightning King is certainly on another level . ’
 
   Park Yong-wan could be described as a beast raised in an animal sanctuary . When attacking dungeons he only had the monsters as enemies, and he rarely had to care about any other variables . 
 
   To put it simply, he never had to share a dungeon with a predator on the same level as him . 
 
   On the other hand, the Lightning King was a wild beast that had been raised in a world with countless outlaws, without the help of any national power . 
 
   He had shared dungeons with predators like himself numerous times, and had survived every single time . 
 
   Therefore, the Lightning King, better than anyone, knew just how to take the lead in a dungeon where predators were gathered . 
 
   The same was true even now . 
 
   Would you play a game with legendary items as the stake?
 
   In all honesty, there was no reason to do so . 
 
   ‘It wouldn’t be easy for Park Yong-wan to refuse . ’
 
   However, if he refused, he would be immediately placed in a lower position from the start . 
 
   On the other hand, even if he refused, there would be no problem for the Lightning King . 
 
   ‘If Park Yong-wan accepts, it would be a good opportunity for the Lightning King to gauge his abilities . ’
 
   Since it was a bet with legendary items on the line, Park Yong-wan would definitely want to win, and there was a high chance that he would even take out a few hidden cards to do so . 
 
   Therefore, it was highly possible for the Lightning King to learn more about Park Yong-wan’s skills . 
 
   ‘One of the basics of hunting was to grasp the abilities of the prey . ’
 
   For the Lightning King, it would be his first step towards hunting Park Yong-wan . 
 
   “Good . I’ll bet a legendary item too . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan didn’t hesitate any longer, deciding to accept the Lightning King’s proposal . 
 
   “The Blue River Sword, do you need an explanation?”
 
   Zhao Yun’s sword, this legendary item which certainly didn’t need any explanation, was added to the pot . 
 
   It was the moment when two swords which belonged to legendary heroes, had become the stakes in a bet . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov will also participate . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was watching their actions, spoke up with Isaac Ivanov standing behind him . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov will bet Merlin’s Staff . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Merlin’s Staff!
 
   The moment they heard the name of this item, both Park Yong-wan and the Lightning King were unable to hide their surprised expressions as they subconsciously turned to look at the staff in Isaac Ivanov’s hand . 
 
   “The prize is huge . ”
 
   “Such a strong bet . ”
 
   Soon, they hid their surprised expression and replaced it with a calm expression, but in truth, it was only an act . 
 
   They weren’t the only ones . 
 
   ‘He bet Merlin’s Staff?’
 
   ‘Oh my God . ’
 
   Park Yong-wan and the Lightning King’s subordinates couldn’t hide their surprise when they heard this ridiculous wager . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin took in their expressions with a cold glint in his eyes as he thought to himself . 
 
   ‘If they covet Merlin’s Staff, they’ll push themselves even harder . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was also a player who knew how to attack a dungeon with predators .  
 
   ‘To the extent that they’ll reveal almost everything they have . ’
 
   A player who knew it better than anyone else in the world . 
 
   That player’s hunt had begun . 
 
   …
 
   There were many types of Goblins that could be encountered in dungeons . 
 
   From ordinary Goblins that were very weak, to variants such as Albino Goblins and Hobgoblins who were known for their incredible size and strength, to those like Goblin Champions and Goblin Knights, who were known for their skill with weapons . 
 
   Usually, these Goblins were considered as weak monsters . 
 
   However, players who were active in 6 Floor dungeons knew . Even a weak Goblin could knock down a player by grabbing their ankles, remove their armor and bite their flesh . 
 
   So if a player died to a Goblin at any time, it wouldn’t be considered strange . 
 
   And the more Goblins one had to deal with, the more that reality became possible . 
 
   Kiiii!
 
   Kieeh!
 
   In that sense, the sight of more than 3,000 different Goblins ignoring their fear and attacking with madness instead, was a scene that made even the most battle hardened players feel a chill down their spines . 
 
   ‘So terrifying . ’
 
   ‘Now that there are thousands of them gathered, these Goblins don’t even feel like Goblins . ’
 
   In that sense, it was natural for the 213 Phoenix Guild players who entered the dungeon with Park Yong-wan to feel uneasy as they faced off against this terrifying group of Goblins . 
 
   Of course, Park Yong-wan was different . 
 
   “Dirty Goblin bastards . ”
 
   Instead of shouting, Park Yong-wan simply muttered a word of complaint before charging towards the group of Goblins while pulling out the greatsword, Durandal . 
 
   He rushed to the battlefield by himself without bothering to give any orders . 
 
   Puht!
 
   Like the tip of an awl, he pierced into the group of Goblins and began cutting them down one after the other without any mercy or hesitation . 
 
   This sight, which was like watching a weed wacker cutting grass, was so impressive and destructive that it sent a chill throughout the body just by looking at it . 
 
   However, Park Yong-wan’s men weren’t surprised by the sight . 
 
   ‘It’s begun . ’
 
   ‘He always does this . ’
 
   Because that was the type of player Park Yong-wan was . 
 
   Park Yong-wan, who couldn’t be called outstanding and was not lacking anything either, had always made the battlefield simple . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   He would plough through the monsters and create a path, and all his men had to do was follow him . 
 
   And they would follow him once again . 
 
   Even if nothing else was certain, they believed that Park Yong-wan’s path was something they could always follow . 
 
   “All out attack!”
 
   There was no reason why it would change this time around . 
 
   “Attack!”
 
   As it had been from the start, Park Yong-wan’s men began following the path he created . 
 
   “Amazing . ”
 
   The Lightning King’s men, who were secretly observing Park Yong-wan from the side, couldn’t hold in their astonishment at the sight . 
 
   “Park Yong-wan’s skills are much higher than the public’s estimation . ”
 
   “He’s suppressed by the Messiah Guild, but he’s no weaker than the top five guilds . ”
 
   They were surprised that Park Yong-wan, who hadn’t even been given a proper nickname, was much stronger than they expected . 
 
   But that was it . 
 
   They were just a bit surprised . 
 
   “Well, he’s still not much when compared to the boss . ”
 
   After all, their boss was none other than the Lightning King . 
 
   “By now, he’s probably making a mess of the battlefield . ”
 
   …
 
   Crackle!
 
   Followed by the sound of thunder, a bolt of lightning crashed into the horn of a Hobgoblin . 
 
   Kiib!
 
   The Hobgoblin then became a pile of ashes without any way to defend itself . 
 
   Kiii?
 
   Then, because of the Hobgoblin’s demise, reason began to return to the eyes of the Goblins that had descended into madness . 
 
   Kiieh?
 
   These Goblins, who had regained their reason, could see warriors with heavy armors, and giant axes and hammers standing in front of them . 
 
   At the same time, when they realised that all of these beings were releasing a bloodthirsty aura, fear crept into their eyes . 
 
   Kiiehhh!
 
   Kiiiii!
 
   The Goblins at the front used all their might to stop their legs from going forward before turning their backs to escape . 
 
   Kiiik!
 
   But that only made things worse as they bumped into their companions, entangling and trampling them . 
 
   At that moment, it was clear that the Goblins had been defeated before they could even fight . 
 
   It was a very rare sight . 
 
   “They weren’t that much . ”
 
   “Wipe them out . ”
 
   However, the Lightning King’s subordinates began to crush the Goblins as though they were used to this sight . 
 
   Crackle!
 
   The Lightning King observed this scene with sparks dancing around his body . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   There was a mocking smile on his lips . 
 
   ‘I never would have expected to fight Goblins . ’
 
   The Lightning King . 
 
   The need for strategies were practically useless for him as he used Lightning Spirits, and it was virtually impossible to avoid his attacks . 
 
   One who could handle any battlefield . 
 
   In all honesty, he hadn’t planned to make a move against the Goblins . 
 
   The bolt of lightning from before had actually come from his disciple, Shakira . 
 
   ‘Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   But it was none other than Isaac Ivanov who made him do this . 
 
   ‘It’s a completely different story now that Merlin’s Staff is involved . ’
 
   He had originally proposed the bet to stimulate Park Yong-wan, but when Isaac Ivanov bet Merlin’s Staff, the bet became more than that . 
 
   ‘I have to get it somehow . ’
 
   Merlin’s staff was something that the Lightning King would be willing to use some effort to obtain . 
 
   “Hey, tell those guys to step back . ”
 
   “Yes, sir . ”
 
   After giving the order, the Lightning King lifted his palm, and electricity began dancing over it . 
 
   Then, this spark of electricity transformed into a wolf, made entirely of lightning which then charged towards the fleeing Goblins . 
 
   Crackle!
 
   Kiii!
 
   These goblins were then electrocuted by the lightning wolf, and collapsed, twitching, to the ground, while foaming at the mouth . 
 
   And the Lightning King’s men moved after the lightning wolf passed . 
 
   “What a harvest!”
 
   “Clean this up . Quickly!”
 
   They began cutting the heads off the twitching, electrocuted bodies of the Goblins that lay on the ground . 
 
   They literally began reaping the Goblins’ lives . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   Park Yong-wan’s subordinates, who saw this sight from a distance, couldn’t help but swallow their saliva . 
 
   “The Lightning King… is on an entirely different level . ”
 
   “They don’t even need tactics . ”
 
   This was a natural reaction when they saw how easily the Lightning King could wipe out a large group of monsters . 
 
   Because of this, even Park Yong-wan’s men were forced to admit . 
 
   “Will the Lightning King win this bet?”
 
   “It would be difficult for our boss to win . ”
 
   The winner of this bet would probably be the Lightning King . 
 
   Of course, that thought didn’t last very long . 
 
   [There are 55,555 goblins remaining . ]
 
   “Huh? What was that?”
 
   “Uh? Half are already dead? The Lightning King only hunted about 10,000, didn’t he?”
 
   Because there was a real Goblin Slayer in the dungeon . 
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   Kyaha!
 
   A Skeleton Knight, which held the legendary longspear with a snake tongue shaped blade in its hands and rode on a skeleton wolf, made a loud cry as it charged towards a group of well armed Goblins . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   And following this Skeleton Knight was a group of Skeleton Soldiers who could easily be identified by the sound of their bones rattling . 
 
   The battle was a one sided massacre . 
 
   Puk!
 
   The Skeleton Knight used the longspear in its hands to pierce through the helmets and heads of these Goblins, and the Skeleton Soldiers cleaned up those that the spear couldn’t reach . 
 
   In this melee battle, it was clear from the start which side had the advantage . 
 
   Battles like this were nothing special for Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   This was probably a level of battle that even those who had only heard of Isaac Ivanov’s prowess would expect . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   Except that such battles were taking place in as many as ten different locations simultaneously . 
 
   This was literal . 
 
   Ten platoons, each consisting of a Skeleton Knight and twenty Skeleton Soldiers, were scattered in every direction, fighting their own battles . 
 
   Kieeh!
 
   And the details for these battles was being relayed to Kim Woo-jin in real time by the Skeleton Soldiers riding Wyverns high in the sky . 
 
   This was the most ideal and perfect style of combat that Kim Woo-jin could currently display . 
 
   First, he would read the battlefield with the help of the Wyverns . 
 
   [The smell of blood of the living stimulates you . ]
 
   ‘There are about 200 over there . ’
 
   Then, the moment he found groups of Goblins with the help of his Vampire abilities, he would configure the most efficient group to deal with them . 
 
   ‘One Skeleton Knight and fifteen Skeleton Soldiers should be enough . ’
 
   Thus, Kim Woo-jin was able to make use of his power in the most efficient way . 
 
   Therefore, it was natural that his pace was unrivaled . 
 
   What was the strength of Kim Woo-jin’s skeleton army, which could play the parts of hundreds of players in a fight, if their strength was drawn in the most effective way?
 
   The answer was hard to imagine . 
 
   And even that wasn’t all . 
 
   The corpses of these Goblins that were killed by the skeleton army became poisonous bombs in Kim Woo-jin’s hands . 
 
   Kieeh!
 
   And these poisonous bombs that were created were then carried by the Wyverns to be dropped . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The bombing began . 
 
   [Used Corpse Explosion . ]
 
   [The Poison Fog spreads . ]
 
   [The Goblins have been poisoned . ]
 
   The moment these bodies exploded, and the screams of the Goblins sounded out, the skeletons invaded . 
 
   In that way, a scene was created . 
 
   ‘They’ve all gathered . ’
 
   As these Goblins ran away in fear, they encountered the other groups of retreating Goblins, and eventually became a huge pack . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   And when this large group of fleeing Goblins finally neared ten thousand, Kim Woo-jin revealed his final card . 
 
   “Finish this with the Dullahan . ”
 
   This was the reason Kim Woo-jin was able to hunt 30,000 monsters before a day had passed . 
 
   …
 
   [There are 1,111 Goblins remaining . ]
 
   On the third day, after the three teams collectively hunted more than 100,000 Goblins, they decided to take a break . 
 
   It was always good to take a break after long battles, but none of them laughed or even seemed happy about this fact . 
 
   The reason was obvious . 
 
   “Did you hear the news about Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   “I heard . It gave me goosebumps all over my body . ”
 
   “He’s such a ridiculous monster . To be honest, when I first heard the news about Isaac Ivanov, I always thought they were exaggerating, but now it appears that they downplayed it a lot . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov, he completely rewrote what the players all thought to be common sense . 
 
   ‘I didn’t expect him to be such a monster . ’
 
   Even Park Yong-wan, who didn’t feel any pressure when the dungeon notification told them to hunt over 100,000 monsters, couldn’t help but stiffen at that fact . 
 
   It was the same on the other side too . 
 
   “Shakira . ”
 
   “Yes, leader . ”
 
   “What do you think of Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   “I think… he’s a monster . ”
 
   “I’d prefer it if he was a monster . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “He’s something far beyond monsters . ”
 
   Even the Lightning King couldn’t help but feel a chill down his spine when he learned of Isaac Ivanov’s power . 
 
   The results that Isaac Ivanov had displayed had been strongly imprinted on their minds . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   To the extent that it would never be forgotten . 
 
   “Hey, wouldn’t it be better to hold back a little?”
 
   Thinking this, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but throw out a question . 
 
   “After all, I know you’re strong and all, but is it smart to show off your strength to people you plan to fight in the future?”
 
   It was a reasonable and wise question . 
 
   As Lee Jin-ah said, the Lightning King and Park Yong-wan were practically prey for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   So he didn’t have to show them everything he had, did he?”
 
   This was true . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin wasn’t the man that Lee Jin-ah thought . 
 
   “I don’t have to show them everything . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah tilted his head when he heard that . 
 
   “Then why?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t respond to his question . 
 
   ‘Because this isn’t everything I have . ’
 
   In the first place, he hadn’t shown everything . 
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin had gotten a weapon that would turn Isaac Ivanov into an even more terrifying monster . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   [You have reached level 180 . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your abilities . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld sends you a catalogue as a gift . ]
 
   ‘It’s finally here . ’
 
   At this moment, another amazing weapon had been added to Kim Woo-jin’s arsenal . 
 
   That was the real trick . 
 
   ‘The more intense the impression I give them, the harder it is to imagine that there’s more . ’
 
   Intense things could not be easily erased . 
 
   No matter how powerful the Lightning King and Park Yong-wan were, it was obvious that they wouldn’t expect Isaac Ivanov to be able to show more intensity than he had shown already . 
 
   And that fact would become a fatal weakness for them the moment he showed it . 
 
   That’s why Kim Woo-jin didn’t hesitate . 
 
   After taking out a skill page from his inventory, he tore it without hesitation . 
 
   [You have acquired the Lich Summoning skill . ]
 
   [Earned the Achievement ‘Lich Summoner’]
 
   When he saw this, Lee Jin-ah also realised what was happening . 
 
   The Isaac Ivanov that had been seen before was completely different from the Isaac Ivanov at that moment . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   And that was why Kim Woo-jin had revealed himself . 
 
   “What a scary guy . ”
 
   Then, as Lee Jin-ah was still thinking about this fact, Kim Woo-jin took out the catalogue he received from his halo . 
 
   Then he saw it . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   It was a golden page . 
 
   Kim Woo looked at the page . 
 
   [Banshee]
 
   – Conditions: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   – Required Level: Level 150 or higher
 
   – Effect: Summons the cursed soul, Banshee . 
 
   “Wow, that’s ridiculous . ”
 
   It was at that moment that Isaac Ivanov had been completely reborn . 
 
   …
 
   “You’re amazing . ”
 
   With that brief remark, Park Yong-wan handed Kim Woo-jin an elegant blue sword that he was holding in his hand . 
 
   “Really amazing . ”
 
   Immediately after that, the Lightning King handed over a silver sword that was obviously from the ancient Greek era, to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   [Blue River Sword]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   – Physical Attack: 450 
 
   – Required Level: Level 100 or higher
 
   – Description: An excellent sword wielded by Zhao Yun of Sangsan . Even when battling continuously, stamina will not decrease . 
 
   – +30% stamina
 
   – +50% stamina recovery
 
   – Recovers stamina when monsters are slain
 
   [Sword of Achilles]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   – Physical Attack: 400 
 
   – Required Level: Level 100 or higher
 
   – Description: The sword that Achilles, the hero of the Trojan War, held until his final moments . It contains a strong will
 
   – +20% to all stats
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   – Skill ‘Hero’s shout’ can be used
 
   – Increases attack power the more monsters hunted (up to 100)
 
   This was proof . 
 
   Proof that they had admitted they had lost the bet, and that they had recognized Isaac Ivanov’s ability . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who received this evidence, threw the swords into the air without any hesitation . 
 
   Swish!
 
   The sword, which went up into the sky for a moment, fell back to the ground . 
 
   Tak!
 
   Two Skeleton Knights snatched the swords out of the air with ease . 
 
   A feat worthy of applause . 
 
   But no one applauded that fact . 
 
   ‘It’s hard to find a Skeleton Knight without legendary items . ’
 
   ‘How many legendary items does he have . ’
 
   The ten Skeleton Knights standing in a row made chills go down everyone’s spines as they saw the legendary items in their hands . 
 
   “Shall we continue betting?”
 
   No one said anything to Isaac Ivanov’s Russian question . 
 
   Instead, the sound of gulping was heard all around . 
 
   “I don’t want to play a game I’ll lose . ”
 
   “I admit your abilities . ”
 
   Only Park Yong-wan and the Lightning King answered Isaac Ivanov’s question . 
 
   They also smiled . 
 
   However, they weren’t able to hide the fact that it was all an act instead of genuine relaxation . 
 
   [Hunted all the Goblins . ]
 
   [Proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   In this situation, everyone heard the notification that they’d cleared the first floor, and the moment they heard the notification, the atmosphere changed once again . 
 
   ‘Now it’s time for the second floor . ’
 
   ‘Since we had to face 100,000 monsters on the first floor, the difficulty of the upcoming mission should be even harder . ’
 
   They had already had to face challenges that surpassed common sense in the first floor of the dungeon . 
 
   Therefore, they steeled their hearts in order to not be surprised by what they would encounter . 
 
   Then they received the notification for the second floor . 
 
   [Kill 222,222 Goblins to advance to the next floor . ]
 
   “Oh my God…”
 
   Whatever they had imagined, it was clear that they would have to face much more than that . 
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   The twelfth day after Isaac Ivanov’s team entered the 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   [No news from the Messiah Guild yet!]
 
   [There is still hope for Isaac Ivanov!]
 
   The attention of everyone in the world was focused on the two teams that were currently attacking 7 Floor dungeons . 
 
   Thanks to that, the chaos in the world subsided . 
 
   -Ah, I really hope both of them can clear them . 
 
   -Wouldn’t it be a really big thing if both of them clear them?
 
   -It would be amazing . If they both clear 7 Floor dungeons at the same time, then the 7 Floor dungeons would all be cleared soon . 
 
   The biggest reason why the world was able to regain order was because of the hope that the world would be able to return to its original state before becoming a game, and because there were still players running for that hope . 
 
   And now these players were running at full force to clear the game . 
 
   More importantly, instead of one, there were now two . 
 
   But it wasn’t just that there were two . 
 
   -If Isaac Ivanov and Lee Se-jun joined forces, would it be possible for them to clear an 8 Floor dungeon?
 
   ㄴIt’s not impossible . 
 
   ㄴThere’s no reason for them to not work together . 
 
   ㄴHow much further could they go?
 
   The amount of hope the world felt at the appearance of a rival and partner for the Messiah Guild, who had been alone all this time, was not simply one plus one . 
 
   Their hope was greater than ever, and the world’s desire for it also became much stronger . 
 
   Naturally, many people in the world began cheering for this, hoping that it would become a reality . 
 
   “Kya, the gifts are pouring in, pouring . Let’s see, a box of Choco Pie…”
 
   That’s why the gifts began to pile up in the storeroom of Oh Se-chan’s office after a long time . 
 
   “Ah, this!”
 
   Holding a package in his hands, Oh Se-chan turned to a subordinate and said . 
 
   “This one was sent to Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   Along with those words, Oh Se-chan ripped the package open without hesitation, and looked inside . 
 
   “Is this homemade?”
 
   “It’s homemade?”
 
   What appeared was homemade cookies in ordinary wrapping paper . 
 
   When he saw that, Oh Se-chan frowned and handed the parcel over to his subordinate . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Since it belonged to Lee Jin-ah, the subordinate thought he would eat it, but when he saw this, he couldn’t help but tilt his head to the side and ask . 
 
   “You don’t want to eat it?”
 
   “It’s not that I don’t want to eat it, I can’t . ”
 
   “You can’t eat it?”
 
   Oh Se-chan then explained as if it was obvious . 
 
   “If this was handmade, and sent to someone with as terrifying an appearance as Lee Jin-ah, then it must be poisonous, no? After all, who but an assassin would send homemade cookies to Lee Jin-ah?”
 
   “But the person who sent this thinks Lee Jin-ah is a strongly built, blond Russian, don’t they?”
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   It was only then that Oh Se-chan, who realised his error, take the parcel back from his subordinate and put one in his mouth . 
 
   “Oh, it’s delicious . ”
 
   Then he handed it back to his subordinate . 
 
   However, the subordinate became confused when he saw the parcel being handed to him again . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   If he were going to eat it then eat it, why was this subordinate refusing to eat?
 
   “Why won’t you eat it?”
 
   “I’ve had a sore stomach these past few days . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan couldn’t help but show his surprise when his subordinate replied with a glum expression . 
 
   “Why?”
 
   And when asked the follow up question, the subordinate responded as though it was obvious . 
 
   “Isn’t it because of the Lightning King? They’re in a 7 Floor dungeon after all . ”
 
   They were going to get rid of the Lightning King in a 7 Floor dungeon!
 
   The moment they heard this plan, all of Oh Se-chan’s subordinates felt like they’d been weighed down by an enormous pressure . 
 
   It was natural . 
 
   “They might be able to take him down, but…”
 
   It wasn’t just the Lightning King . 
 
   There was also his team of players who constantly challenged dungeons in all kinds of adverse situations . 
 
   “And if they kill everyone and come out…”
 
   What was most troubling was the fact that Thunderbird’s strongest powers are waiting for them outside . 
 
   Armed with massive firepower that far surpassed a player’s capabilities, would they welcome Park Yong-wan and Isaac Ivanov with a smile if they came out of the dungeon without the Lightning King?
 
   It was a situation in which the worst case scenario was easily possible . 
 
   “More importantly, it’s 7 Floors…”
 
   The most important part was the fact that they were currently in a 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   A stage that even the Messiah Guild had to use their best powers to attack . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   No matter how amazing Kim Woo-jin’s abilities were, there definitely wasn’t a very high chance of success . 
 
   Seeing his subordinate like this, Oh Se-chan’s reply was simple . 
 
   “Well, there’s nothing to worry about . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “First off, that player, Kim Woo-jin, is way stronger than you think, plus, he’s a lucky guy . ”
 
   A smile spread across Oh Se-chan’s face as he said that . 
 
   “And he’s at least ten times more vicious, cruel and vigilant than you think . ”
 
   Then he let out a laugh . 
 
   “The only one that will die is the Lightning King . ”
 
   …
 
   [Kill 444,444 Goblins to advance to the next floor . ]
 
   On the fourth floor, the players couldn’t even sigh when they received the condition to clear the floor . 
 
   It wasn’t just the players . 
 
   “We’ll secure camp first . ”
 
   For the first time, Park Yong-wan, who had always been active and never backed down from a fight, ordered for them to secure the camp first rather than start the battle . 
 
   It was clear that when faced with the current situation, Park Yong-wan needed to use more cool-headed reason . 
 
   What’s more, the Lightning King made a gesture with his chin instead of mocking or provoking Park Yong-wan as usual . 
 
   He simply gestured for his side to listen to Park Yong-wan’s words . 
 
   This was a sign that they were no longer picking fights with each other, but that they’d made a tentative alliance . 
 
   Of course, the one who had the final say was neither Park Yong-wan or the Lightning King . 
 
   ‘Isaac?’
 
   ‘What will Isaac choose?’
 
   Everyone then turned to Isaac Ivanov, who would make the final decision . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov responded after making brief eye contact with Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “We’ll move alone . ”
 
   They still had some time . 
 
   This wasn’t a big deal for Isaac Ivanov, but it was a shocking declaration for those who heard it . 
 
   ‘Here?’
 
   ‘Don’t we have to hunt 440,000?’
 
   It was a stage where over 440,000 monsters had to be hunted . 
 
   A stage where the little over 400 players had to hunt more than 1,000 monsters per person . 
 
   ‘Will the fifth floor be 550,000?’
 
   Furthermore, if this trend continued, there was a high chance that the fifth floor would be 550,000 monsters and the sixth floor would be 660,000 . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   In this situation, where the players should all learn how to fight alongside each other, Isaac Ivanov was still able to move with just his team . 
 
   ‘Monster . ’
 
   What’s more, Isaac Ivanov’s words weren’t vaguely confident . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov wasn’t a bluffer, or a pretentious player . 
 
   This meant that every word he said came from a firm will without any underlying intentions . 
 
   Park Yong-wan and the Lightning King narrowed their eyes at that fact . 
 
   ‘I acknowledge Isaac Ivanov abilities, but can he really go on his own in this situation?’
 
   ‘Isaac Ivanov’s abilities are certainly amazing . But to move like this…’
 
   The emotions in their eyes were the same as they realised something was about to start . 
 
   And they both know just what that was . 
 
   ‘It’s time . ’
 
   ‘Looks like he’ll make a move on the fourth floor . ’
 
   The time for hunting had come . 
 
   …
 
   The Goblin Kingdom . 
 
   It took three days to clear the first floor, five days to clear the second floor, and eleven days to clear the third . 
 
   So how many days would it take to clear the fourth?
 
   To that question, most would feel that the answer was easy . 
 
   They would say either 22 or 23 days, and that it was a calculation that even a child could do . 
 
   Kieeh!
 
   Kiii!
 
   However, when the screams and cries of as many as 440,000 Goblins pierced the air, people stopped being able to do calculations that even a child could do . 
 
   ‘There are so many . ’
 
   ‘Can we survive?’
 
   This was because no matter how disciplined and well trained the players were, it would be impossible for them to keep their composure when faced with so many monsters . 
 
   Therefore, it was important to have a leader . 
 
   “We’ll hunt 10,000 a day . Just follow me, no matter what . ”
 
   “We have enough food . Don’t move until I set the stage . Minimize the damage . ”
 
   The reason Park Yong-wan and the Lightning King were able to have achievements comparable to the heroes was because they were leaders who could be trusted and followed, at least on the battlefield . 
 
   And on the third day of the attack on the fourth floor, these two made judgement that showed they were good leaders . 
 
   “We should work with the Lightning King . ”
 
   “The time has come for us to join forces . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   They decided to unite . 
 
   It was a planned alliance . 
 
   At first, they shared camp and got to know each others’ faces, and in that way, they also began sharing battlefields, learning each others’ fighting styles and abilities so that they could work together seamlessly when they finally made an alliance . 
 
   In this way, any disagreements they had would be smaller, and their synergy would be much stronger . 
 
   Therefore, Park Yong-wan and the Lightning King joined forces and began to battle . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   And a Goblin skeleton was staring at this scene . 
 
   This was Kim Woo-jin’s scout . 
 
   ‘Everything is going according to plan . ’
 
   In addition, it was none other than Kim Woo-jin who had planned this alliance . 
 
   “Scary . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah walked up to Kim Woo-jin while muttering . 
 
   “If we showed up now, these two who are pretending to work together would definitely turn and try to kill each other, wouldn’t they?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s plan was simple . 
 
   He contacted both the Lightning King and Park Yong-wan . Then told them that if they joined hands with their opponent, while fighting against the Goblins, Isaac Ivanov would help him . 
 
   They would hit them in the back of the head while fighting . 
 
   “This gives me chills down my spine . This is why you can’t trust people . ”
 
   It was an eerie plan . 
 
   “There’s nothing more deadly than betrayal by your allies in the middle of a battle…”
 
   This was a plan that would not only cause fatal damage physically, but also mentally . 
 
   A plan that fully showcased the cruelty that humans were capable of . 
 
   “This is a plan that would make even Satan cry . ”
 
   It was something that couldn’t be planned, handed over or executed without the help of the devil himself . 
 
   “Doesn’t matter . ”
 
   When Kim Woo-jin calmly responded to his words, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but stick his tongue out . 
 
   “Right, you’re already a devil, so it doesn’t matter . ”
 
   “NG is gonna come out anyway . ” 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   After speaking, Kim Woo-jin turned his head to look at a mountain of Goblin corpses . 
 
   “Because a new actor that no one expected is about to go on stage . ”
 
   Then he extended his hand towards the corpses . 
 
   The bodies began to melt . 
 
   [The Lich, the Undead Wizard answers your call . ]
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   The Lightning King said,
 
   “We’ll eliminate Park Yong-wan on the fourth floor . ”
 
   And the day of the decisive battle had arrived . 
 
   “The plan is as follows . ”
 
   With those words, the Lightning King began explaining the plan . 
 
   “We’ll battle the group of Goblins together with Park Yong-wan’s side . A battle so fierce that it’s impossible to determine life or death . Then, Isaac Ivanov will appear, and the moment he appears, the signal will come . As soon as you get the signal, attack Park Yong-wan’s men . ”
 
   Betrayal . 
 
   The Lightning King’s plan could be summarised into that short word . 
 
   But implementing this script was by no means easy . 
 
   “First, we have to get close to Park Yong-wan . It would be best if they trusted us enough to leave their backs to us . ”
 
   Betrayal stemmed from trust . 
 
   And in situations like this one, trust wasn’t something that was easy to obtain . 
 
   “Because there is no better way than to stab them in the back . ”
 
   In addition, it wasn’t possible to put a knife into the back of a new partner after chatting and laughing with them for a long time without a strong resolve, even for the Lightning King’s men, who had gone through all kinds of warfare . 
 
   “We’ll also need a battlefield that is so intense that they’ll be unable to maintain their guards constantly . A battlefield so fierce that Park Yong-wan and his team wouldn’t be able to watch their backs . ”
 
   Moreover, the Lightning King chose the fiercest battlefield possible as the stage for his betrayal . 
 
   “It wouldn’t be easy for them to maintain full focus against 50,000 Goblins . ”
 
   50,000 monsters . 
 
   The Lightning King said a number that was hard to fathom just by hearing it . 
 
   And on the fourth day since they entered the fourth floor of the dungeon, the Lightning King and his men encountered this stage . 
 
   Kiiii!
 
   Kiieehh!
 
   An enormous army of Goblins nearing 50,000 in number, marched towards the players like a flood . 
 
   It really was a hard number to fathom . 
 
   But the part that made it truly hard to fathom was the fact that this number wasn’t made up of just ordinary Goblins . 
 
   Kuoohh!
 
   Kuahh!
 
   The sounds of the cries were different, and the momentum that these cries carried was even more extraordinary . 
 
   Uwoh!
 
   Urrr!
 
   There were even mutated Goblins that had grown to be as large as Trolls . 
 
   Thump, thump!
 
   Whenever these Goblins walked, it felt like the earth was shaking .  
 
   But these weren’t even the scariest part . 
 
   Kiyo, kiyo!
 
   Kii, kii!
 
   [The Goblin Chief’s magic resonates in all directions . ]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   [All Goblins lose their fear . ]
 
   [All Goblins become immune to pain . ]
 
   [All Goblin’s gain a thirst for blood . ]
 
   Goblin Shamans were scattered throughout the army, and with their sorcery, the Goblins lost their fear and feelings of pain, and instead became filled with bloodlust and madness . 
 
   Crackle!
 
   Then, a huge lightning bolt, followed by an incredibly loud explosion of thunder, struck the head of the Goblin Chief . 
 
   Kiiuht-
 
   The Goblin Chief’s cry was cut short as it collapsed to the ground, burnt black . 
 
   That bolt of lighting was the signal that announced the start of the battle . 
 
   “Let’s battle!”
 
   Kiyoooh!
 
   And so, the terrible war between Goblins and players began . 
 
   …
 
   50,000 against 400 . 
 
   In all honesty, these numbers were incomparable . 
 
   However, it was the allied team of 400, led by Park Yong-wan and the Lightning King, that had the advantage at the start of the battle . 
 
   Crackle!
 
   When the Lightning King’s lightning burnt the Goblin Shamans’ bodies black and paralysed the Goblins nearby, Park Yong-wan and his men perfectly handled them . 
 
   “Follow me . ”
 
   The movement of Park Yong-wan and his team, as they cut through the Goblins, was like rubbing away a black mark with an eraser . 
 
   They were basically wiping out the Goblins . 
 
   Of course, that was it . 
 
   Although Park Yong-wan and the Lightning King’s performance was spectacular, the problem was that there were simply too many Goblins . 
 
   It wasn’t just that there was no time to rest, as the fight progressed, they all realised the same problem . 
 
   “Shit, the Goblin corpses . ”
 
   “Watch out for the corpses on the floor! If you stumble, you’ll die!”
 
   The real problem was the Goblin’s bodies as they took away their maneuverability and mobility on the battlefield . 
 
   The blood and other bodily fluids from the corpses turned the ground muddy, and the corpses themselves became obstacles that might cause the players to slip and fall at any moment . 
 
   Naturally, the players would lose their lives if they were to fall in such a battle . 
 
   Kiieeh!
 
   “Move back!”
 
   “We have to move back before they encircle us!”
 
   The Goblins began surrounding the players who lost their mobility . 
 
   This wasn’t a tactical move on their part . 
 
   It was simply a similar phenomenon to putting one’s finger under running water . At first, the water would be blocked, but in time, the water would naturally surround and wet the entire finger . 
 
   In other words, it was a natural outcome . 
 
   Of course, since they knew this natural outcome, the Lightning King and Park Yong-wan were prepared for it . 
 
   “Blow them up!”
 
   Boom!
 
   As soon as the Lightning King gave the order, a loud explosion could be heard under the Goblins that were charging forward to surround their group . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was the moment when landmine spells had been activated . 
 
   Pshh!
 
   The explosion immediately created a cloud of black smoke . 
 
   Kii?
 
   The Goblins, who were deafened by the sound of the explosion and blinded by the black smoke, couldn’t help but make sounds of confusion . 
 
   The next thing that greeted these Goblins were solid-looking wooden barriers .  
 
   Naturally, there was no way for them to avoid them . 
 
   Crash!
 
   Kiik!
 
   The Goblins inevitably crashed into the barriers . 
 
   And a series of crashes followed . The charging Goblins collided with the barriers one after another until a wall of Goblins had been created .  
 
   This was a sign that their strategy had worked perfectly . 
 
   Unfortunately, it was only a strategy, and not a way to end the battle . 
 
   The army of 50,000 Goblins was like a river .  
 
   And when blocked, a river would simply find another path . 
 
   “We’re surrounded . ”
 
   After a while, the allied team was inevitably surrounded by the Goblin army . 
 
   Naturally, the battle became even fiercer at that point . 
 
   So everyone was tense . 
 
   ‘Coming . ’
 
   This wasn’t tension because of the fierce battle with the Goblin horde . 
 
   The reason for this tension was because of their plans . 
 
   ‘He’s coming . ’
 
   At the moment when the battle reached its fiercest point, he would appear . 
 
   ‘Isaac Ivanov is coming . ’
 
   It had been clearly stated in the script . 
 
   ‘When Isaac Ivanov appears… the betrayal will begin . ”
 
   And the moment Isaac Ivanov appeared, the moment he sent the signal, the Lightning King and his men would immediately turn their swords on Park Yong-wan and his team, according to the script . 
 
   “It’s Isaac!”
 
   “It’s Isaac Ivanov!”
 
   Just as the script said, Isaac Ivanov appeared during the height of the fiercest moment in the battle . 
 
   It was the moment when the most important scene on this stage had begun . 
 
   Now, all that was needed to reach the climax was the signal . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “W-, wh-, what the, what is that?”
 
   However, at that moment, lines that weren’t supposed to be in the script began to appear . 
 
   One of them couldn’t help but speak out . 
 
   “No way, is that a Lich?”
 
   …
 
   Lich . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The most noticeable feature about this undead monster was its height, which reached up to four meters . 
 
   The next thing that stood out was the fact that its body was made up of all kinds of bones, and that it was wearing a robe made of black smoke . 
 
   However, what really mattered wasn’t the external part . 
 
   [The Lich has inherited the summoner’s abilities . ]
 
   The biggest, most unbelievable feature of the Lich was the fact that it could use every skill of the player who summoned it . (TL:…oh my God…)
 
   [The Lich summons a Skeleton Soldier . ]
 
   [The Lich summons a Skeleton Knight . ]
 
   It was possible for it to summon Skeleton Soldiers as well as Knights . 
 
   [The Lich summons a Dullahan . ]
 
   Even the Dullahan was included . 
 
   In other words, summoning the Lich was the same as doubling Kim Woo-jin’s undead army with its summons . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin by himself had already shown terrifying abilities, but double that?
 
   That was something that far surpassed common sense . 
 
   However, the part that was even more surprising, was the fact that the Lich’s magic power was completely independent from Kim Woo-jin’s . 
 
   In other words, Kim Woo-jin didn’t need to expend additional magic power in order to maintain the Lich’s summons . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   In this way, the number of Skeleton Soldiers reached a whopping 400!
 
   Kyaha!
 
   The number of Skeleton Knights also reached twenty . 
 
   Hyaha!
 
   And among them, the best part was the Skeleton Wizards . 
 
   [The Skeleton Wizards receive more powerful spells from the Lich . ]
 
   [The Skeleton Wizards’ magic attack power has been greatly increased . ]
 
   [The Skeleton Wizards’ magic attack speed increases significantly . ]
 
   Because it was the Skull Wizards who gained the most from the Lich’s appearance . 
 
   Naturally, in front of Kim Woo-jin’s troops, the Goblin horde was nothing but loose sand . 
 
   [The Banshee cries . ]
 
   [The Goblins lose their resistance to fear . ]
 
   Hiii…
 
   The addition of the Banshee, the Cursed Demon, made the Goblins collapse on the spot . 
 
   Kii, kii, kii…
 
   The skeleton army, led by Kim Woo-jin and the Lich, did not even give the Goblins a chance to scream or escape . 
 
   An overwhelming massacre began . 
 
   “Oh my God . ”
 
   “What are we even looking at . ”
 
   The players were mesmerized by the sight, completely forgetting that they were currently locked in a fierce battle . 
 
   Of course, there were some who were different . 
 
   ‘It’s different . ’
 
   The Lightning King was not enchanted by the sight in front of him . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Instead, he analyzed the situation with a cool head . 
 
   ‘It’s different from what I want . ’
 
   The Lightning King questioned why Isaac Ivanov appeared with more power than he expected . 
 
   Why did he reveal such a powerful force at that moment, at such a critical moment?
 
   To eat Park Yong-wan perfectly?
 
   It was possible . 
 
   But what if it’s not?
 
   No, there was one thing the Lightning King questioned . 
 
   ‘Does Isaac Ivanov have any reason to join me?’
 
   If he had that much strength, why would he want to join hands and eat the Phoenix Guild?
 
   ‘If I had that much power, I would never work with other people . ’
 
   At least, he wouldn’t be satisfied with eating the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   ‘I would eat both…’
 
   He would feel satisfied eating both instead . 
 
   ‘In perfect condition . ’
 
   He wouldn’t eat them after a fierce struggle, but instead make them bow their heads and walk into his stomach . 
 
   ‘Right, that’s his purpose . ’
 
   Isaac Ivanov intended to subdue everyone by showcasing his overwhelming power at that moment . 
 
   He planned to make both the owner of Thunderbird and the Master of the Phoenix Guild bow their heads . 
 
   ‘Hmph . ’
 
   After his thoughts reached that point, the Lightning King didn’t bother to think any further . 
 
   No matter what, the Lightning King had no intention of bowing his head to Isaac Ivanov and going under him . 
 
   Because he was a king, a tyrant who would never bow their head to anyone . 
 
   ‘What I should do is kill Park Yong-wan . ’
 
   The answer he got was to kill Park Yong-wan . 
 
   If Park Yong-wan died, the Phoenix Guild’s team would definitely ask questions, and the Lightning King would tell them the truth . 
 
   That he had a deal with Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   And if Isaac Ivanov denied it?
 
   Then it would be a war . 
 
   ‘And if he kills me or my men, then everyone will die when they leave the dungeon . ’
 
   And if they cleared the dungeon after killing the Lightning King and his men, the soldiers of Thunderbird would unleash ruthless firepower at the survivors . 
 
   ‘So Isaac Ivanov would have no choice but to accept the plan that we agreed to . ’
 
   Knowing that, Isaac Ivanov would have no choice but to follow the script that they had already written . 
 
   The script that said join hands with the Lightning King to eat the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   Of course, there was one important part that needed to be completed for his plan to work . 
 
   Was it possible to get rid of the surprisingly talented Park Yong-wan at that moment?
 
   That was why the Lightning King wasn’t worried . 
 
   “Inventory . ”
 
   The Lightning King removed a crude spear from his inventory . 
 
   [Gungnir recognizes your prey . ]
 
   Because the Lightning King had a hunting method that would never fail . 
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   Gungnir, the weapon of Asgard’s All-father, Odin, was able to target any prey . 
 
   There was no need for a long explanation of this weapon, which had appeared in countless movies and novels . 
 
   It had been quite a long time since the Lightning King had acquired Gugnir . 
 
   To be precise, the first weapon that the Lightning King had ever obtained in a dungeon was, in fact, Gungnir . 
 
   It was amazing . 
 
   If this were known to the world, the Lightning King’s evaluation would have been at least one level higher . 
 
   Without a doubt, the Lightning King’s name would not have been lesser when compared to the masters of the five top guilds . 
 
   But very few knew of this fact . 
 
   Only the Lightning King’s most trusted associates knew of its existence as he had never used the weapon in public since he’d obtained it . 
 
   He easily gave up such intangible values like fame . 
 
   ‘It would only be meaningful if the weapon was saved for the best moment . ’
 
   Instead, he saved it for a moment, a very important moment . 
 
   And now, that moment had arrived . 
 
   The Lightning King lifted Gungnir . 
 
   [Used Divine Judgment . ]
 
   [Gungnir accepts the Divine Judgment . ]
 
   Then, he used Gungnir’s skill Divine Judgement, which was the second strongest skill that the Lightning King had in his arsenal .  
 
   There was no need to do anything else . 
 
   There wasn’t even a need to aim the spear at the target . 
 
   The Lightning King simply threw the spear randomly, and Gungnir flew off on its own .  
 
   Jiiiii!
 
   With a piercing cry, the spear used the shortest trajectory to shoot towards Park Yong-wan’s head . 
 
   Park Yong-wan, who had been distracted by the Lich’s appearance, only noticed what was happening at that moment, and when he turned his head, he saw Gungnir, which was covered in the light of Divine Judgment, only a few meters away from his head . 
 
   Naturally, the Lightning King was certain . 
 
   ‘Park Yong-wan is dead . ’
 
   Park Yong-wan would die and Isaac Ivanov would be forced to stick to the script that they had agreed to beforehand . 
 
   Suddenly . 
 
   Boom!
 
   A flash of light exploded in front of Park Yong-wan . 
 
   It was an explosion of light so intense that it turned the surroundings white in an instant, blinding everyone who saw it . 
 
   Kung!
 
   Then a streak of white lightning fell from the sky, and collided with the white light . 
 
   Crack!
 
   “Kuh!”
 
   And following that lightning, was a groan . 
 
   ‘That was no joke . ’
 
   The one who’d made the groan turned out to be none other than Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   And in Lee Jin-ah’s hand, was the shield that could block anything, the Aegis Shield . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘The Aegis Shield blocked the attack, but the bones in my hand holding the shield were all broken… if it had been left alone, Park Yong-wan’s head would’ve been blown away . ’
 
   It was the moment when Lee Jin-ah, who had been waiting near Park Yong-wan, blocked the Lightning King’s attack with his shield . 
 
   ‘I didn’t think the Lightning King would actually make this choice . ’
 
   At the same time, it was proof . 
 
   ‘Ugh, he’s more of a ghost than a ghost . ’
 
   Proof that Kim Woo-jin could definitely read the Lightning King’s behavior . 
 
   At that moment, Lee Jin-ah remembered the conversation he had with Kim Woo-jin a few hours before the showdown . 
 
   …
 
   “The Lightning King is smart . ”
 
   On the day of the decisive battle, Kim Woo-jin spoke to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “So he will definitely act according to the script . ”
 
   “What does that mean?”
 
   “He will try to kill Park Yong-wan . ”
 
   As soon as he appeared, the Lightning King would definitely kill Park Yong-wan without any hesitation . 
 
   “Is that smart?”
 
   “It’s because he will think that Isaac Ivanov is trying to eat both Thunderbird and the Phoenix Guild at the same time . ”
 
   “Isn’t that what you plan to do?”
 
   “Right, that’s why he’s smart . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s real purpose was indeed to eat the Phoenix Guild and Thunderbird at the same time, and the Lightning King that Kim Woo-jin knew was clever enough to figure that out . 
 
   “In such a situation, the best choice he can make would be to kill Park Yong-wan . After all, it still follows the script . Then, if he says that Isaac Ivanov ordered him to kill Park Yong-wan after doing so, the scenario would not play out the way Isaac Ivanov wanted . ”
 
   And in such a situation, a man who was smart enough to immediately realise what was going on was also smart enough to try to stop it from happening . 
 
   “Then my role is to…”
 
   Of course, there was a flaw in the Lightning King’s actions . 
 
   “Risk your life to save Park Yong-wan . ”
 
   If he failed to kill Park Yong-wan with his attempt, then it would be impossible to continue following the script . 
 
   “The moment the Lightning King stops after attempting to kill Park Yong-wan . ”
 
   Of course, from that moment on, a new type of play would begin . 
 
   “I’ll put my sword in his heart . ”
 
   …
 
   Kiiik!
 
   A loud clap of thunder rang out on the battlefield as the white lightning fell to the ground . 
 
   While everyone’s minds were still shaken by the intense scene that completely defied their common sense, the sound of something gently penetrating armor came to the Lightning King’s ears . 
 
   Puk!
 
   It was only after hearing the sound that the Lightning King realised something . 
 
   ‘Ah . ’
 
   That he was the one who’d been stabbed . 
 
   Shuk!
 
   As soon as he realised that fact, an ordinary sword flew through the air towards the nape of the Lightning King’s neck . 
 
   That was all . 
 
   Looking back and seeing the assassin who stabbed him, or talking to the assassin? There was no such thing as the assassin telling the target their plan . 
 
   Puht!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Instead, there was only the sound of a sword cutting off the Lightning King’s head,
 
   Suddenly . 
 
   Crackle!
 
   Powerful lightning began surging in the Lightning King’s body, who had been decapitated so perfectly that his head and neck still looked attached . 
 
   Crackle!
 
   Then, an enormous bolt of lightning fell from the sky and crashed into the Lightning King’s body . 
 
   “Ack!”
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   The lightning, which fell to the ground then spread out in all directions like a spider’s web, electrocuting everything around the Lightning King . 
 
   [Lightning God Indra is descending . ]
 
   Then, a thunderstorm surged in the place where the lightning fell, and soon began to take the form of a giant . 
 
   [An overwhelming sense of divinity spreads . ]
 
   Lightning God Indra . 
 
   It was a legendary skill that was only available to those who utilised Lightning Spirits . 
 
   It was a skill that broke free from the natural laws by strengthening the lightning in the user’s body for a moment . 
 
   It was the skill that created the Lightning King . 
 
   ‘It’s too late . ’
 
   And the reason why Kim Woo-jin decided to assassinate the Lightning King . 
 
   The Lightning King, who could summon the Lightning God, Indra, was not an opponent who could be defeated by normal attacks . 
 
   Of course, that didn’t mean that Kim Woo-jin’s assassination was wrong . 
 
   In fact, his assassination was perfect . 
 
   As soon as the Lightning King focused completely on Park Yong-wan, he sneaked over with the Cap of Invisibility and Hermes’ Boots, then, he stabbed his heart and cut his neck in the same instant . 
 
   He had perfectly executed the fastest and most accurate way to kill a living being . 
 
   ‘The Lightning King’s response . 
 
   In that same instant, the Lightning King was amazing enough to have realised his situation and use the Lightning God’s Advent skill . 
 
   ‘But it’s over now . ’
 
   Of course, at that moment, the game had basically ended in Kim Woo-jin’s victory . 
 
   As powerful as the Lightning God’s advent was, it also had an equally powerful penalty . 
 
   ‘At this point, it would be considered long if he can maintain the Lightning God state for six minutes . ’
 
   First, the time limit was clear . 
 
   According to Kim Woo-jin’s calculations, it wouldn’t be easy to maintain the Lightning God state for more than five minutes . 
 
   ‘After that, it’s over . ’
 
   When that time limit ended, so would the fatal period . 
 
   After that, he wouldn’t be able to use Lightning Spirits for a number of days equal to the amount of time spent . 
 
   If he used it for six minutes then he wouldn’t be able to use it again for six days . 
 
   And if he was unable to use Lightning Spirits, the Lightning King was as good as dead . 
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, he would succeed in his hunt if he could run away for five minutes . 
 
   ‘I would have had to run if it was before . ’
 
   And that was exactly what Kim Woo-jin had planned to do at first . 
 
   At that point, there was no other way . 
 
   Against the Lightning God Indra, his skeleton army was only bugs that could be used to stall for time since only legendary items like the Nemean Lion’s Skin and the Aegis Shield could block the Lightning God’s attacks . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Even if he had such items, there was no reason to take the risk and fight . 
 
   Waiting for the God state to disappear was the wisest and most reasonable option for anyone to see . 
 
   But now it was different . 
 
   [Mjolnir answers your call . ]
 
   ‘But now, there’s no reason to run away . ’
 
   Because Kim Woo-jin had gotten his hands on Mjolnir . 
 
   …
 
   In a situation where they were faced off against 50,000 Goblins, a Lich that they’d never seen before, led over 400 skeletons and joined the battle . 
 
   And from that point, the situation failed to return back to the scope of common sense . 
 
   But what if there was a sudden blinding flash of light and a huge bolt of white lightning followed by a loud clap of thunder . 
 
   One thing was for sure . 
 
   ‘Ah . ’
 
   There were few people who could maintain their rationality in such a situation . 
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   That was all that the players who witnessed the Lightning God’s Advent could say . 
 
   Their expressions hardened as they watched this phenomenon, but their addled brains didn’t register the fact that they should be fleeing at that moment . 
 
   Among them was the Lightning King’s men . 
 
   ‘What is that?’
 
   Even his men, most of whom had never seen the Lightning King’s advent before, could only stare blankly without fully understanding the Lightning King’s transformation . 
 
   ‘Shit!’
 
   Only the few who knew the skill were able to react more swiftly to the situation . 
 
   Shakira was one of those few . 
 
   She was well aware of the Lightning King’s skill, and the tremendous power it had . 
 
   ‘The leader has no reason to use that right now . ’
 
   She also knew that in that state, the Lightning King’s distinction between enemy and ally disappeared completely and only battle lust would remain . 
 
   ‘From now on, he will carry out a slaughter, regardless of ally or enemy . ’
 
   There was no way to stop the Lightning King when he was in that state . 
 
   In other words, in order to survive at that moment was to run away as quickly as possible without looking back,
 
   “Everyone, run away!”
 
   Crackle!
 
   Unfortunately, her cry was buried by the crackle of lightning . 
 
   In addition, with this sound, a bolt of lightning flew from the Lightning King’s fingertips and plunged into the body of a player . 
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   And the player immediately became a pile of black dust following a short scream . 
 
   Boom Boom Boom!
 
   Even after that, the lightning from the Lightning King’s hand did not stop until a large burn mark had appeared on the ground . 
 
   The moment she saw that, Shakira no longer tried to get people to run away . 
 
   ‘It’s over . ’
 
   No one could stop the Lightning King in his current state . 
 
   Even Lee Se-jun, the strongest man in the world, wouldn’t be able to . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   With those thoughts in her mind, Shakira turned around . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   When Shakira turned away from the Lightning King, a blond man wearing a skull mask appeared before her . 
 
   ‘Isaac?’
 
   Isaac Ivanov had appeared . 
 
   ‘That…’
 
   With a huge hammer in his hand . 
 
   “It’s dangero…”
 
   Crackle!
 
   Just as Shakira wanted to shout a warning to him, lightning erupted from the Lightning King’s finger and struck Isaac Ivanov directly . 
 
   The force of the strike shook the entire area, as if it was a tank shell that had struck, and naturally, heavy winds buffeted those nearby . 
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   The winds were so strong that Shakira had to use her full power in order to withstand them . 
 
   ‘He’s dead . ’
 
   Naturally, Shakira believed that Isaac Ivanov was almost certainly dead after receiving such an attack . 
 
   Of course, the Lightning King didn’t take such things into consideration .  
 
   Crackle!
 
   Instead, the Lightning King continued to bombard the spot where Isaac Ivanov had been standing with lightning . 
 
   A lightning storm began to brew . 
 
   “Kuack!”
 
   Noticing this, Shakira let out a shout and began running away as quickly as she could . 
 
   Even that was only possible because she also used Lightning Spirits . 
 
   Because of that, her resistance to lightning wasn’t something that normal players could match up to . 
 
   “Ugh!”
 
   “Kuh!”
 
   This was proved by players, who were even further away than she was, collapsing, paralysed after being electrocuted . 
 
   Moreover, the lightning which was being thrown by the Lightning King in the Lightning God state was not ordinary lightning . (TL:…sick of the word ‘lightning’…)
 
   [The rage of Lightning God Indra strikes everywhere . ]
 
   It was lightning filled with Lightning God Indra’s anger . 
 
   It was lightning that attacked everything in its range without any discrimination . 
 
   “Ugh!”
 
   Kiii!
 
   Facing the rage of the Lightning God, the players and Goblins all looked on, terrified . 
 
   They knelt down before the Lightning King . 
 
   Only one person was relaxed in this situation . 
 
   “Aigoo . ”
 
   Looking at the lightning that was striking down repeatedly, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but shake his head and let out a whistle . 
 
   “It must be fully charged by now . ”
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   [Mjolnir descends . ]
 
   A new notification appeared in the battlefield . 
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   The Messiah Guild’s one year plan began with Lee Se-jun’s dungeon attack . 
 
   Lee Se-jun would enter a higher floored dungeon that no one had ever attacked before in time for the new year, and only after he came out would the big picture be present of what he would do in the coming year . 
 
   It was the same in 2024, when Lee Se-jun organised a 7 Floor dungeon attack . 
 
   After completing the 7 Floor dungeon attack, Lee Se-jun gathered all the top officials of the Messiah Guild and said . 
 
   “From now on, we will put our priority on securing legendary items . ”
 
   In the future, legendary items would play a much bigger role than ever . 
 
   Since then, the Messiah Guild used any and all means to obtain legendary items . 
 
   It was around that time that the reputation of the Hunting Dog, Kim Woo-jin began to increase . 
 
   In that way, Kim Woo-jin obtained a wide variety of weapons . 
 
   From the legendary items that Park Yong-wan sold to Japan, to the items of the Sword Saint and Lightning King, to even the Dragonslayers best weapon . 
 
   But he didn’t have everything . 
 
   In particular, he didn’t have many items that stemmed from Northern European mythology . 
 
   Gungnir, Megingjord(1), Brísingamen(2)… items that you’d know the value of simply by hearing their names . 
 
   He tried to secure such items, but couldn’t . 
 
   The Messiah Guild had a lot of regrets about that fact . 
 
   Of course, when Kim Woo-jin was betrayed by Lee Se-jun, he realised that disappointment wasn’t the feeling of being unable to clear the dungeon . 
 
   Instead, he regretted the fact that there was still an unknown threat that was basically controlling the world . 
 
   In any case, Kim Woo-jin didn’t have much of a relationship with legendary items from Norse mythology . 
 
   [Mjolnir]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   – Physical Attack: 600
 
   – Required Level: Level 111 or higher
 
   – Description: God of Thunder Thor’s weapon . It has the power of thunder and lightning . 
 
   – All stats +200
 
   – +20% damage when attacking
 
   – Triggers lightning when attacking
 
   – The power of the Thunder God is unlocked when the power of thunder is stacked
 
   – Immune to all lightning attacks
 
   ‘I didn’t think I’d obtain this like this . ’
 
   Now, Mjolnir, the weapon which was said to be the strongest in Norse mythology, had landed in Kim Woo-jin’s hands . 
 
   ‘How lucky . ’
 
   He could only base the result on luck . 
 
   ‘It’s the worst thing for the Lightning King . ’
 
   And it was something that could be called the worst possibility for the Lightning King . 
 
   This was literal . 
 
   [Mjolnir’s power protects you from lightning . ]
 
   One of the effects of equipping Mjolnir was a complete immunity to lightning attacks . 
 
   It was like a poison that targeted the Lightning King perfectly . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   And that wasn’t all . 
 
   [Mjolnir is filled with the power of thunder . ]
 
   [The power of the Thunder God is unlocked . ]
 
   The power of the Thunder God . 
 
   Originally, this was a skill that would be charged by the lightning that was discharged when Mjolnir attacked an enemy . 
 
   However, now, thanks to the Lightning King’s attacks, there was no need to do that . 
 
   [The duration is 131 seconds . ]
 
   [All stats increased by 30% . ]
 
   [Movement speed increased by 30% . ]
 
   [Thunderstorm attack is available . ]
 
   When the power of the Thunder God activated, Kim Woo-jin lightly struck the air with Mjolnir . 
 
   Boom!
 
   Then, with the sound of thunder, the space hit by Mjolnir shook fiercely . 
 
   ‘So that’s how it feels . ’
 
   Thunderclap!
 
   It was the moment when a terrifying skill which ignored the target’s defense to cause immense damage had been activated . 
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin moved . 
 
   Paht!
 
   Wearing the Hermes Boots, Kim Woo-jin’s movements across the ground were like lightning . 
 
   In an instant, he reached the Lightning King who was in the Lightning God state .  
 
   And even before he reached, he’d already begun to swing Mjolnir through the air . 
 
   What happened was a clear cut swing . 
 
   Boom!
 
   However, following the loud sound of thunder, the Lightning King’s began to shiver like candles in the wind . 
 
   The huge body of the Lightning God’s advent also began to flutter, and the Lightning King’s terrifying attacks naturally stopped . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin didn’t stop . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who stepped on the air and jumped, continued to hit the air again and again . 
 
   Boom!
 
   The sound of thunder rang out with each swing, and the Lightning King’s shook continuously . 
 
   [The Lightning God is angry . ]
 
   Of course, the physical damage was not high . 
 
   No, in the first place, the concept of damage did not exist for Lightning God Indra . 
 
   It would be strange if it was possible to deal physical damage to a corporeal entity . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was also aware of that . 
 
   After all, he was the one who had killed the Lightning King before . 
 
   Therefore it was natural that his purpose wasn’t to cause damage at all . 
 
   ‘The time should’ve reduced . 
 
   Instead, he aimed at reducing the time for the Lightning God’s Advent . 
 
   ‘Now, there shouldn’t be much time left . ’
 
   That also meant that the Lightning King didn’t have much time left either . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘It’s time to finish this . ’
 
   …
 
   ‘It’s over . ’
 
   ‘This is hell . ’
 
   Overwhelming fear!
 
   There was no time to feel any other kind of emotion . 
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   Kieeh…
 
   And there was no distinction between player and Goblin . 
 
   All living creatures had been crushed by fear . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   In other words, this didn’t have much of an effect on the army of undead led by the lich . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   Hyaha!
 
   For those who were literally dead, who wanted to feel the fear of death but would never be able to do so, the sight before them was undoubtedly a feast . 
 
   A great banquet table filled with countless side dishes that wouldn’t be able to do anything even if they wanted to stab them with a spear, cut them with a sword, or hit them with a hammer . 
 
   Nevertheless, there was only one reason why they stopped their offensive in such a situation . 
 
   The master’s absolute command!
 
   Boom!
 
   Because of that command, the army of undead held their position, even in the presence of the scattered lightning . 
 
   It was around that time . 
 
   When the sound of thunder sounded once again
 
   Kyaha!
 
   At the cry of a Skeleton Knight, the skeleton army began to move once again . 
 
   Their movement was similar to a starving beast .  
 
   Hyaha!
 
   It was much more aggressive and reckless than usual . 
 
   On the other hand, the Goblins, who were weighed down by fear, were much weaker and more desperate than usual . 
 
   A massacre began . 
 
   [The Blood Golem’s poison spreads in all directions . ]
 
   And this time, a new killer, who had not taken part in the battle earlier, also shared in the slaughter . 
 
   The massacre began in this way . 
 
   Like dust on the ground being swept away by a hand, the Goblin horde disappeared as the skeleton army moved forward . 
 
   [There are 280,000 Goblins remaining . ]
 
   [There are 270,000 Goblins remaining . ]
 
   10,000 monsters, a number that was hard to picture, disappeared in the blink of an eye . 
 
   Nevertheless, the people there were too distracted to notice this fact . 
 
   [There are 260,000 Goblins remaining . ]
 
   When this massacre began taking place, there was only one person who came to their senses to witness it . 
 
   “This…”
 
   It was none other than Park Yong-wan . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   [The abnormal status effect caused by Divine Judgement has been canceled . ]
 
   Previously, he’d lost his sense after being caught up in the abnormal effects caused by Gungnir, and only then did he begin to figure out what was going on . 
 
   He saw Isaac Ivanov’s undead army massacring the Goblins, and he saw Isaac Ivanov fighting against the giant made of lightning that was the Lightning King . 
 
   And he saw the surroundings that had been devastated . 
 
   “Fuck . ”
 
   And faced with that sight, Park Yong-wan only had one thought . 
 
   ‘He dared . ’
 
   At that moment, if he still didn’t realise what was going on, then he didn’t deserve to be alive . 
 
   ‘He dared to eat me . ’
 
   Park Yong-wan realised that he had become a dog with a leash held by none other than Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘…I’ll wear the collar for now . ’
 
   Of course, Park Yong-wan didn’t intend to show his fangs and remove the collar right away . 
 
   That was the kind of man he was . 
 
   If the Lightning King was a tyrant then Park Yong-wan was a villain . 
 
   A man who could bow his head when necessary, and even follow obediently, but who would also have a knife hidden in his bosom . 
 
   Therefore, Park Yong-wan knew what he had to do in order to gain the most benefit . 
 
   ‘For now, I’ll stick to Isaac Ivanov’s now . ’
 
   The current situation showed that the Lightning King would die that day, and Isaac Ivanov would get everything . 
 
   Even Park Yong-wan could only decide to follow Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘And it would be better if he had a good impression . ’
 
   In that case, it would be better to be a valiant hound than a desperate, beaten old dog . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov is blocking the Lightning King!”
 
   Therefore, Park Yong-wan, who had finished his calculations, aroused all the players from their fear . 
 
   “In the meantime, we should help his skeletons sweep away the rest of the Goblins!”
 
   Along with those words, Park Yong-wan lifted Durandal in his hands . 
 
   [Durandal represents courage . ]
 
   [Durandal’s spirit blesses those who follow you . ]
 
   Durandal!
 
   The courage of the Great Knight Roland drove out the fear the players felt and filled them with bravery instead . 
 
   “Ohhh!”
 
   “Let’s go!”
 
   Only then did the players, who had regained their senses, gather around Park Yong-wan . 
 
   There was no longer a distinction between Thunderbird and the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   “Let’s kill the Goblins!”
 
   “Let’s end this!”
 
   Everyone began to fight as one, and the Goblins were unable to put up any resistance on this battlefield . 
 
   It was the moment when the true massacre had begun . 
 
   ‘Amazing . ’
 
   Seeing this scene, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but click his tongue . 
 
   It wasn’t because of the madness or misery of the massacre . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Kim Woo-jin really is a ghost . To predict even this . ’
 
   Even this had been included in Kim Woo-jin’s script . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who was made speechless by this fact, couldn’t help but look at the spear in his hand before turning to look at Kim Woo-jin and the Lightning King’s battle . 
 
   The outcome of their battle was clear . 
 
   Amidst Kim Woo-jin’s continuous attacks, it was clear that the body of the Lightning King’s Lightning God state was devastated to the point of collapsing . 
 
   Seeing this, Lee Jin-ah could only sneakily place the spear into his inventory . 
 
   ‘He only has himself to blame for losing it . ’
 
   But Lee Jin-ah didn’t know that even he was a part of Kim Woo-jin’s script . 
 
   That’s how the battle on the fourth floor came to an end . 
 
   …
 
   When it struck, a lightning bolt was powerful, but afterwards, it was nothing . 
 
   It was the same for the Lightning King . 
 
   The Lightning God’s Advent was insanely powerful, but when it was finished, the user would be severely weakened . 
 
   Flash!
 
   And following a flash of light, the lightning giant vanished, and all that was left was the pitiful figure of the Lightning King . 
 
   “Huk, huk . ”
 
   The Lightning King’s condition was very serious .  
 
   If he was left as is, it would be difficult for him to survive . 
 
   The same was true for his mental state . 
 
   The Lightning King, who had been taken over by the descent of Indra, was forcibly being reminded of the actions he had committed . 
 
   It was an injection of information after his performance, and it was incredibly painful . 
 
   “Kuk…”
 
   Nevertheless, the Lightning King recognized, understood, and grasped the leash of his reason . 
 
   This required amazing mental power . 
 
   ‘I have to find a way to survive . Negotiation…’
 
   Even at that moment, while he was filled with anger at Isaac Ivanov, who had driven him to such a state, he devised a way for himself to survive . 
 
   ‘I still have a card . The subordinates I have stationed outside…’
 
   What came to his mind at that moment were the troops that he had stationed outside the dungeon gate . 
 
   He didn’t actually prepare anything . 
 
   ‘I have to use it to negotiate . ’
 
   However, Isaac Ivanov wouldn’t know that, so he had some room to negotiate . 
 
   ‘He will have to keep it in mind . ’
 
   Furthermore, Isaac Ivanov was certain to think that there would be a problem if he killed the Lightning King then exited the dungeon . 
 
   In any case, one thing was certain . 
 
   Dialogue was necessary for negotiation . 
 
   Therefore, the Lightning King opened his mouth the moment Isaac Ivanov approached him . 
 
   “Is…”
 
   Boom!
 
   At that moment, a bolt of lightning struck the Lightning King . 
 
   It was also the moment that the Lightning King’s reputation fell . 
 
   And it was also the moment that a new lightning King had been born . 
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   “Get them!”
 
   “These are the last!”
 
   By the end of the battle with the 100,000 strong Goblin horde, the players’ conditions were similar to cars that had just finished a long race . 
 
   ‘When this is over…’
 
   Their heated engines began to cool, and their reason, which had returned with their calm, began to make them feel cold . 
 
   The reason why these players felt this way was simple . 
 
   ‘What will Isaac Ivanov do?’
 
   They didn’t know what Isaac Ivanov would do after the battle ended . 
 
   But they knew that it was something that would change their fates one way or another . 
 
   The battle soon ended . 
 
   Kiik!
 
   After that last screech, there were no longer any Goblins standing on the battlefield . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   Instead, tension began to fill this place that was absolutely covered in corpses .  
 
   Even though no one said anything, all the players subconsciously gathered together regardless of their affiliations . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Of course, even at this time, the Skeleton Knights and Skeleton Soldiers didn’t forget to finish off any Goblins who were still alive in the pile . 
 
   So it made the atmosphere even scarier . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   Kyaha!
 
   The dreadful silence that was only broken by the rattle of the skeleton’s bones, or their occasional cry made these players, who had overcome their fear, slowly descend into that state once again . 
 
   It was about that time . 
 
   When the sweat that had accumulated after the battle slowly became cold . 
 
   Suht!
 
   Isaac Ivanov finally approached the players with quiet, calm footsteps . 
 
   Then he turned to look at the Thunderbird players and said . 
 
   “The Lightning King is dead . ”
 
   Those words made the Thunderbird players take a collective gulp . 
 
   They once again remembered the scene of Isaac Ivanov slaying the Lightning King . 
 
   ‘Surely…’
 
   ‘What about us?’
 
   These thoughts soon became fear as they wondered if Isaac Ivanov would kill them after killing the Lightning King . 
 
   More importantly, they had initially had an agreement with Isaac Ivanov to work together and get rid of the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   Yet in such a situation, the Lightning King died?
 
   This meant that Isaac Ivanov might have had an agreement with the Phoenix Guild to get rid of the Lightning King . 
 
   ‘Dammit . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘Was it intentional?’
 
   The Thunderbird executives who were closest to the Lightning King began to wonder if their speculations were the truth . 
 
   ‘What should we do?’
 
   But they didn’t dare to fight . 
 
   Just the thought of fighting Isaac Ivanov after witnessing his prowess was crazy in itself . 
 
   But running was also not that good of a choice . 
 
   The only place they would reach by running from there was hell . 
 
   The eyes of the Thunderbird players shook violently as they wondered how to get out of their difficult situation . 
 
   Then Isaac Ivanov spoke again . 
 
   “So nominate a representative to take over from the Lightning King . ”
 
   Get a representative to replace the Lightning King . 
 
   This remark shocked all the Thunderbird players greatly . 
 
   Suddenly . 
 
   Shakira, the Lightning King’s first disciple, bowed her head towards Isaac Ivanov and said . 
 
   “The leader didn’t choose a successor, so you, Isaac Ivanov, can choose . ”
 
   This was a judgment made out of desperation . 
 
   If she asked Isaac Ivanov to pay for the death of the Lightning King, what would Isaac Ivanov do?
 
   If he wanted to negotiate, that would be great, but what if he didn’t?
 
   The answer was obvious . 
 
   He would just eliminate these negotiators who dared to demand a price . 
 
   ‘I’d be next . ’
 
   And with the current situation, Shakira was certain that she would be the first person to follow the Lightning King . 
 
   ‘Absolutely not . ’
 
   Unsurprisingly, she had no intention of showing any loyalty to the dead Lightning King at that moment . 
 
   Furthermore, she didn’t think it was necessary to go down to hell together with the Lightning King in this dungeon . 
 
   Instead, she decided to lower her head and wait for the right time . 
 
   In this situation, there was one person who willingly raised their hand . 
 
   “Then I’ll represent them . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin declared himself as the representative . 
 
   …
 
   Thunderbird was the number one civilian military company in the world . 
 
   Thunderbird’s value was clear for everyone to see . If it became a listed company, there was no doubt that the richest people in the world would not spare their money to invest in it . 
 
   What was more surprising was that all of Thunderbird’s value was held in the hands of one person, the Lightning King . 
 
   The Lightning King did not give any real power to any of his subordinates, nor did he designate a successor . 
 
   This was because the Lightning King believed this would only lead to inevitable betrayal . 
 
   These were the thoughts of a Tyrant . 
 
   In any case, replacing the Lightning King was the same as taking complete control of Thunderbird . 
 
   “I’ll be the representative . ”
 
   But now Kim Woo-jin had said in front of Isaac Ivanov that he wanted to replace the Lightning King . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Shakira’s eyes became bloody at this fact . 
 
   ‘These guys!’
 
   In all honesty, this was complete nonsense . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov was the one who killed the Lightning King, and now Kim Woo-jin who was one of Isaac Ivanov’s closest associates wanted to be the head of Thunderbird?
 
   “There won’t be any problems with my qualifications . ”
 
   The problem was that it seemed like Kim Woo-jin had some kind of agreement with the Lightning King . 
 
   “I had an agreement with the Lightning King . ”
 
   Obviously, she knew what they had talked about at that time . 
 
   If Kim Woo-jin killed Johann Georg in the dungeon, the Lightning King would make a place for him in Thunderbird . 
 
   He would also prepare a key position for him in the group . 
 
   “Isn’t that right, Ms . Shakira?”
 
   Of course, Shakira knew about this deal, even if no one else did . 
 
   Naturally, she could deny his words, after all, they didn’t sign a contract, nor did they get another person to notarise their agreement . 
 
   But what would happen after she denied it? 
 
   No, it wasn’t even worth imagining .  
 
   It was obvious who would win the debate . 
 
   ‘If Kim Woo-jin becomes Thunderbird’s representative…’
 
   So, on the contrary, Shakira began to weigh what would happen if she agreed to his offer instead . 
 
   ‘Thunderbird’s power would be the same . ’
 
   Once Kim Woo-jin became Thunderbird’s representative, at least the executives wouldn’t have to worry about being hit by Isaac Ivanov’s lightning . 
 
   And even if they had to suffer some losses, it would only have to be to Kim Woo-jin instead of Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   The difference was quite large . 
 
   If you asked any of Thunderbird’s executives to go talk to Isaac Ivanov, they would be unable to do so, but if it was Kim Woo-jin, they would be able to have a conversation . 
 
   In other words, Kim Woo-jin could act as the buffer between Thunderbird and Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘And he’s not a good person . ’
 
   In addition, Kim Woo-jin wasn’t someone who was completely loyal to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘It’s possible to negotiate with him after . ’
 
   Naturally, this meant that they could deal with Kim Woo-jin in other ways be it transactions or conspiracies . 
 
   After thinking about it for a while, Shakira nodded . 
 
   “It is up to you Isaac Ivanov, if you recognize him as the representative, then Thunderbird will follow him . ”
 
   When he heard Shakira’s words, Isaac Ivanov turned to look at Kim Woo-jin who nodded and said . 
 
   “I’m Thunderbird’s Representative, Kim Woo-jin . ” (TL: basically reintroducing himself)
 
   It was the moment when Kim Woo-jin had been appointed the head of Thunderbird . 
 
   “First of all, Thunderbird would like to delegate total command in this dungeon to you, Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   Then he delegated the command of Thunderbird over to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   After nodding at those words, Isaac Ivanov then turned to look at Park Yong-wan . 
 
   Park Yong-wan, who had been watching this from the side and making his own calculations, finished making his decision by the time those eyes came to rest on him . 
 
   ‘Nothing good will come out of resisting here . ’
 
   Afterwards, he lowered his gaze and said . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “An unexpected situation has occurred, so, Isaac Ivanov, I think it would be best if you took command from now on . If you give a command, then the Phoenix Guild, including myself, will absolutely obey it . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov nodded once more . 
 
   This meant that from that moment, Isaac Ivanov was basically the leader of everyone in the dungeon . 
 
   If they acted against Isaac Ivanov now, it would no longer be a disagreement, instead, it would be disobedience . 
 
   “Then I’ll give the orders . ”
 
   Then he gave an order to everyone for the first time . 
 
   “On the seventh floor, we will take down the boss monster of this dungeon, the Goblin Lord . ”
 
   This order put everyone’s minds at ease . 
 
   ‘So it’s just hunting . ’
 
   ‘Right, we would have had to do it to leave the dungeon anyway . ’
 
   All the players there knew that they had to keep attacking and eventually clear the dungeon if they wanted to survive . 
 
   Of course, these relaxed thoughts didn’t last very long . 
 
   “The time limit is a month . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin continued, not giving his new subordinates the chance to interpret his words in a different way . 
 
   “We will clear this dungeon in a month . ”
 
   …
 
   After Park Yong-wan sold out the country to Japan before Kim Woo-jin returned to the past, the Messiah Guild went to war with Japan .  
 
   And after the Messiah Guild’s victory, the world became split in two . 
 
   There were those who agreed with the Messiah Guild’s values, and those who disagreed with the Messiah Guild’s values . 
 
   In this divided world, many people gathered under the Messiah Guild’s banner, and in the process, the Messiah Guild experienced explosive growth both qualitatively and quantitatively .  
 
   However, there were some side effects . 
 
   There were many who agreed with the Messiah Guild’s values, but it was not easy for those who had never fought for said values to meld into the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Therefore, there were bound to be some collisions, which could be said to be a part of the fusion process . 
 
   Unfortunately, most of the time, these collisions didn’t just lead to casualties, but also the failure to clear the dungeon . 
 
   From then on . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin, you have to lead the players who will enter the dungeon this time . ”
 
   The Hunting Dog, Kim Woo-jin, began playing the role of hunting dog trainer .  
 
   “Because these brats are particularly troublesome…”
 
   In addition, Kim Woo-jin’s charges were the poisonous types that no one else dared touch . 
 
   Nevertheless, Kim Woo-jin led them and never failed a dungeon . 
 
   The trick was simple . 
 
   “Eliminate the Goblin horde in front of you within three hours . ”
 
   He didn’t give them time to have any other thoughts . 
 
   The secret to making it possible was also simple . 
 
   “These are Mr . Isaac Ivanov’s orders . ”
 
   The secret was to engrave fear, so that no one would dare to disobey an order . 
 
   And Kim Woo-jin had applied the same method here . 
 
   Under the horror of the name Isaac Ivanov, they didn’t have the chance to regain their bearings . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Damn, he doesn’t even give us a chance to rest . This isn’t worth dying for . ”
 
   “Let’s move . In the worst case scenario, Isaac Ivanov will support us . ”
 
   “That’s what makes it so much worse . We can’t die even if we want to . ”
 
   He repeatedly pushed them to the battlefield, and they had to use all their mental faculties to think of ways to win . 
 
   In addition, this was better for the players as well . 
 
   “We don’t have to worry about anything other than fighting monsters . ”
 
   “That’s true . It’s much easier to just fight . ”
 
   For these players, it was much better to just focus on hunting monsters than to be tense around the other group like the Phoenix Guild and Thunderbird groups had been after they entered the dungeon . 
 
   Most importantly, all the players in this dungeon were experienced players who had cleared 6 Floor dungeons . 
 
   That’s why it was most natural and comfortable for them to just hunt monsters . 
 
   “Let’s go!”
 
   “Let’s use this chance to get rid of the Goblins . ”
 
   So they quickly became a team under Isaac Ivanov’s name . 
 
   Naturally, this was exactly what Kim Woo-jin wanted . 
 
   ‘Now, the team has been created . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin had no intention of throwing away these players after using them once .  
 
   If he had intended to do that in the first place, then he wouldn’t have used such a troublesome method . 
 
   If he just left them as they were, then at least half of those who went to fight would face the risk of death, and they would naturally look to Isaac Ivanov for salvation .  
 
   It wasn’t difficult for him to get what he wanted in exchange for his help . 
 
   It was, in the end, a give and take . 
 
   ‘A team that listens to me . ’
 
   Leading a group and producing actual results were two different things, and what Kim Woo-jin wanted was the latter . 
 
   ‘Now I can create a guild to go against the Messiah Guild . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who had been fighting the Messiah Guild on his own until then, planned to establish a Guild that would go against the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘The Saviour Guild . ’
 
   The Saviour Guild . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s plan was to create a new saviour who would eat the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘It’ll be clear when we hunt the Goblin Lord . ’
 
   And the birth of the Saviour Guild would be through the Goblin Lord’s death . 
 
   After pondering this plan for a while, Kim Woo-jin closed his eyes .  
 
   With his eyes closed, Kim Woo-jin’s expression was more serious than ever . 
 
   ‘It won’t be easy, but…’
 
   Kim Woo-jin remembered his first 7 Floor dungeon attack . 
 
   ‘Come to think of it, when I first attacked a 7 Floor dungeon, I lost limbs twice . ’
 
   He recalled the image of himself who had faced the real threat of death in a 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   [There are 1,111 Goblins remaining . ]
 
   The notification informed Kim Woo-jin that it wouldn’t be long before they entered the fifth floor of the dungeon . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s eyes changed . 
 
   ‘It’s been a long time since I hunted in my own style . ’
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   [Hunt 550,000 Goblins to advance to the next floor . ]
 
   When they entered the fifth floor of the dungeon, the first thing the players paid attention to wasn’t the notification informing them of the attack conditions . 
 
   This wasn’t because they had already guessed what the condition would be . 
 
   [It is raining red . ]
 
   Sha sha sha!
 
   Instead, it was the red rain that took all of the players’ attention . 
 
   Furthermore, the players were certain . 
 
   ‘This…’
 
   These red raindrops would not stop wetting their bodies or blocking their sights . 
 
   [All stats have been reduced by 11% . ]
 
   [Injury recovery rate has been slowed down . ]
 
   [Injuries worsen at a faster rate . ]
 
   ‘I knew it . ’
 
   
 
 
   ‘Dammit . ’
 
   As they expected, the red rain would hold them back . 
 
   ‘Our injuries will get worse . ’
 
   It was impossible to not get injured while in battle, but not only would their recovery speeds be slower, their wounds would get worse faster?
 
   This meant that even a small wound could potentially become fatal . 
 
   Furthermore, it wasn’t easy to treat small wounds in real time during combat . 
 
   That wasn’t the only problem . 
 
   Park Yong-wan was the only one who was looking around at the surroundings instead of at the red rain . 
 
   Then, Park Yong-wan gestured with his chin to one of his subordinates, who then headed to the place that Park Yong-wan pointed out . 
 
   “It’s a cave! It looks like a Goblin cave!”
 
   A cave!
 
   After hearing that, Park Yong-wan spoke in a loud voice for everyone to hear . 
 
   “I think we’ll have to consider the possibility of guerilla warfare . ”
 
   Did they have to deal with Goblins hidden in caves while in rain that reduced their stats and caused their injuries to not recover easily?
 
   This was bound to be on a completely different level than simply hunting Goblins . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “To hunt 550,000 like that… I’d rather fight 100,000 at once . ”
 
   And under such circumstances, they had to hunt 550,000 Goblins . 
 
   When they realised this, the players stood in silence for a while, and the only sound that could be heard was the pattering of the raindrops . 
 
   “It took us three days to clear the fourth floor, so now we have 27 days left . ”
 
   Then they heard Isaac Ivanov’s calm voice in their ears . 
 
   “We will clear the fifth floor of the dungeon in seven days . ”
 
   Everyone’s expressions stiffened when they heard this incredibly ridiculous command . 
 
   But Isaac Ivanov continued without pausing . 
 
   “So everyone needs to follow my orders . ”
 
   These words caused the players’ expressions to change . 
 
   Then Isaac Ivanov said . 
 
   “Since it’s 550,000 to 400, it’s disadvantageous to go into battle . Also, the battle situation would be very different from the previous battles . If we kept fighting in the simple ways that we have been before, we wouldn’t even be able to clear the fifth in a month . So it’s time to change tactics . ”
 
   His next words were said in a firm tone . 
 
   “Catch a hundred Goblins alive, cut off their limbs, and hang them on wooden poles . Fill this place with the Goblins’ screams . ”
 
   It was the moment when the strongest hunting dog the Messiah Guild had ever created revealed its fangs . 
 
   …
 
   After clearing a dungeon, players would usually write a dungeon attack report . 
 
   Most of the reports from low level players who targeted dungeons with fewer floors, which weren’t that big of a deal, were often quite annoying . 
 
   They didn’t put in a lot of effort, and many of them could be said to have written novels instead of reports, since they left out many details . 
 
   


 
 
   However, the higher the level of the player and the higher the number of floors in the dungeon, the greater the value of the dungeon report . 
 
   For example, the value of a 7 Floor dungeon report easily surpassed that of average unique grade items . 
 
   Naturally, the players who wrote these dungeon reports used every means and method to include as much accurate information as possible . 
 
   And, unsurprisingly, if such a valuable report came into your hands, you would naturally have a look at it . 
 
   It had been the same at that time . 
 
   “I got the attack report for the C+ rank 7 Floor dungeon, Goblin Lord’s Kingdom, that was jointly cleared by the Frontier Guild and Great One Guild . ”
 
   Before Kim Woo-jin returned to the past, the Messiah Guild, who got their hands on the 7 Floor dungeon’s attack report, gathered their players to analyze it . 
 
   “The clear requirement for the first floor of the dungeon was to hunt 110,000 monsters . ”
 
   “To clear the second floor they had to hunt 220,000 . ”
 
   “Naturally, the condition for the third floor was 330,000 . ”
 
   Most of the players gathered were either those who were preparing to attack 7 Floor dungeons, or who had already cleared a 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “When they got used to it on the fourth floor… they experienced hell on the fifth floor . ”
 
   “It took them 30 days and 11 hours to clear the fifth floor of the dungeon, and in the end, 29 people died . They barely made it . ”
 
   “I think the stage we will discuss the most today is the fifth floor of the dungeon . ”
 
   They were the best players in the Messiah Guild, the best players in the world, and the best most experienced when it came to hunting monsters and clearing dungeons . 
 
   Just the thought of them putting their heads together to analyze something was amazing . 
 
   What was even more surprising was that Kim Woo-jin actually bothered to attend this event . 
 
   “I’m curious about Kim Woo-jin’s thoughts . ”
 
   At that time, Kim Woo-jin was a player who was mostly active in 5 and 6 Floor dungeons, and in truth, he lacked the qualifications to attend a meeting that was related to a 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   Nevertheless, Kim Woo-jin was able to attend such a meeting because his standing in the Messiah Guild was rather high . 
 
   And Kim Woo-jin wasn’t just attending to watch . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin, how would you clear the fifth floor if you were the commander?”
 
   They continuously asked Kim Woo-jin questions about important issues . 
 
   And Kim Woo-jin answered them . 
 
   “If it were me…”
 
   …
 
   ‘Someone’s coming . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin came out of his reverie while he sat in a tent that was constantly being bombarded by the rain . 
 
   ‘Park Yong-wan . ’
 
   Then, as soon as he thought the name Park Yong-wan, a man walked into the tent . 
 
   “Dammit . ”
 
   Just as Kim Woo-jin expected, the man turned out to be Park Yong-wan, drenched in red rainwater . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin then spoke to him . 
 
   “Did you complete your mission?”
 
   At the question, Park Yong-wan looked at Kim Woo-jin’s face for a moment before groaning and saying . 
 
   “You’re really like my boss now . ”
 
   “It wasn’t my order . ”
 
   “That’s why I completed it perfectly . After all, it was an order from none other than Isaac Ivanov . A hundred Goblins have been captured alive and hung from wooden poles . ”
 
   Kiii…
 
   As soon as Park Yong-wan’s words ended, they heard the cries of Goblins through the rain . 
 
   It was a very eerie sound . 
 
   “How much longer do we have to do something so crazy…”
 
   Like Park Yong-wan complained, the sound was so terrifying, that even ghosts would be scared if they were to hear it . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Moreover, the vicious red rain that fell from the sky made the Goblin’s suffer even more before their deaths . 
 
   “Is this even going to do anything? The Goblins definitely won’t come out of their holes after something like this . ”
 
   Naturally, as Park Yong-wan said, these cries would have an even stronger effect on the Goblins . 
 
   As he said, the Goblins wouldn’t come out of their caves because of this, instead, they would go even deeper into their depths . 
 
   “That’s exactly what Isaac Ivanov wants . ”
 
   And that was exactly what Kim Woo-jin was aiming for . 
 
   “What?”
 
   


 
 
   “There are two things we have to remember about the Goblins . One, there are 550,000 of them, the other is that there are many different types of them, and they would certainly have a hierarchy between them . ”
 
   “So?”
 
   “If Mr . Park Yong-wan was the leader of the Goblins in the cave, what would you do if your men were frightened by the cries of those Goblins outside and chose to hide deeper in the caves?”
 
   Park Yong-wan answered Kim Woo-jin’s sudden question without hesitation . 
 
   “With benevolent leadership, like a mother, I would embrace them, and pacify them . ”
 
   When Kim Woo-jin gave him a blank look, Park Yong-wan, who expected such a reaction gave a dirty smile . 
 
   “It was a joke, a joke . ”
 
   Following that, the sneer on Park Yong-wan’s lips reduced a little . 
 
   “Goblins can’t give speeches, so I’d force them to leave, and kill those who don’t listen . ”
 
   “But you can’t kill everyone . Like I said, they have a hierarchy . ”
 
   “Do you think there would be a mutiny?”
 
   “Anything could happen . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan nodded at that . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin continued to explain . 
 
   “In that way, the order and cooperative system would begin to collapse . And their morale will hit the floor . ”
 
   Then Park Yong-wan asked a surprising question . 
 
   “But wouldn’t it be for nothing when guys like the Goblin Shamans use their spells?”
 
   Goblins were a naturally cowardly race . 
 
   But Goblin Shamans had spells that could replace their fear with madness . 
 
   That was why Goblin Shamans were so troublesome . 
 
   “That’s why we’re not fighting . ”
 
   That’s why Kim Woo-jin didn’t have a proper battle with the Goblins . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “What do you mean by that?”
 
   “Goblin Shamans only use such spells in combat . In a situation where there is no battle, if they change the fear of normal Goblins into madness… in a cave . ”
 
   The spells of the Goblin Shaman were only applicable in battle, they were incredibly dangerous outside of battle . 
 
   “In this way, time is not on the Goblins’ side . ”
 
   In any case, the Goblins’ situation would only get worse as more time passed . 
 
   “As time goes by, they will fall apart . Like a wall of dominoes . ”
 
   One would collapse, then two, then at some point, uncontrollable panic would set into the Goblin horde . 
 
   ‘It was calculated that this method would allow the dungeon to be cleared within fifteen days . ’
 
   This was Kim Woo-jin’s suggestion before returning to the past . 
 
    Moreover, the moment he suggested this method, there was no longer any discussion about the fifth floor of the dungeon . 
 
   Everyone admitted that Kim Woo-jin’s method was the most suitable . 
 
   At the same time, they admitted that Kim Woo-jin was really a terrifying hunting dog . 
 
   Of course, the situation now was a bit different . 
 
   “And in such a situation, if the Corpse Poison created from the decomposing Goblin bodies mixes with the rainwater before seeping into the caves…”
 
   At that time, a player had proposed a situation where the King of Poison used his terrifying abilities, and in fact, quite a few methods were created with that as their basis . 
 
   “Their rate of collapse would be even faster . ”
 
   ‘With the poison that I have now, I can reduce the attack time to a week . ’
 
   It was then . 
 
   [There are 540,000 Goblins remaining . ]
 
   “It’s starting . ”
 
   For the first time since they’d entered the fifth floor of the dungeon, they received a notification telling them that the number of Goblins had decreased . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your growth . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld bestows great power to you . ]
 
   ‘How lucky . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin received even more notifications . 
 
   [The rank of the Vampire skill has increased by one . ]
 
   [The rank of the Corpse Poison skill has increased by one . ]
 
   [The rank of the Bloodsucking skill has increased by one . ]
 
   [Due to the effect of the Plus Ring, the rank of the Bloodsucking skill has reached transcendent rank . ]
 
   [You can now absorb magic power through Bloodsucking . ]
 
   ‘Absorb magic power?’
 
   It was a reminder that the dominoes had begun falling . 
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   It had been 40 days since Isaac Ivanov’s party entered the dungeon . 
 
   The world, which had been temporarily calmed down for a while at the appearance of the dazzling hope, descended into chaos once again . 
 
   [Protests in France for the abolishment of the Special Player Act spreads to bloodshed!]
 
   [Anti government protests spread to Eastern Europe . ]
 
   In the first place, it had only been overshadowed by the bright hopes for the future, the key problems that threw society into chaos had not been resolved at all . 
 
   No, instead, it seemed that these problems were growing and becoming worse . 
 
   An example of this was France . 
 
   [The number of monsters in France increases rapidly . ]
 
   As the citizens protested giving the players special rights, the players declared a strike on clearing dungeons, and as the number of uncleared dungeons increased, the number of monsters that appeared naturally increased . 
 
   [Twin Headed Ogre appears in Bordeaux, France!]
 
   [French Airforce to launch Rafales!(1)]
 
   Among them, powerful monsters from 4 Floor or higher dungeons forced the French government to bombard their own territory with fighter jets . 
 
   -Oh my God, the fighter jets are being used to catch monsters?
 
   
 
 
   -Wait, isn’t Bordeaux the wine region? They want to bomb a place like that with fighter jets?
 
   ㄴIs wine important right now? The correct response is to get rid of the monsters first!
 
   ㄴWhat are you talking about? The wine industry doesn’t just contribute a small share to France’s economy . 
 
   ㄴDamn, why is this happening?
 
   ㄴYou should hope that it can be stopped by a fighter jet . If it can’t then they’ll resort to shooting missiles . 
 
   The impact of that fact on the world was beyond description . 
 
   “I got information from Italy . It seems some French politicians have asked for asylum . ”
 
   Furthermore, the shock that Oh Se-chan and his subordinates, who had a clearer view of the world than anyone else felt, was bound to be even greater . 
 
   “There was similar information from Germany . It seems the French politicians are trying to make the escape routes . ”
 
   “Islamic extremists were caught entering France . Will there be another terrorist attack?”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s subordinates, who were receiving the breaking news around the world in real time, had no choice but to stiffen their expressions . 
 
   In the end, a subordinate said to Oh Se-chan .  
 
   “I thought Eastern Europe would be the one to erupt first, but it seems like Western Europe will do so first . ”
 
   The subordinate sighed heavily . 
 
   It was a sigh that seemed to say, ‘If we continue like this, the world will be destroyed’ . 
 
   However, Oh Se-chan had a bright expression even in the face of that sigh . 
 
   “Crises are also opportunities . ”
 
   With those words, Oh Se-chan said to his men . 
 
   “If Western Europe really erupts, then the legendary skill pages and items collected by the Western European countries would be placed on the market . That’s what we’ll aim for . No matter how much we have to pay, grab the things we need . ”
 
   As he said these words, Oh Se-chan’s face was filled with determination . 
 
   ‘Because, now that the core members of the Messiah Guild are in a dungeon, this might be our only opportunity to do so . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan believed that there was a high chance that they wouldn’t be able to even try anything like that after the Messiah Guild’s members came out after clearing the 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   ‘I’ve been saving up, waiting for this chance . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Furthermore, Oh Se-chan had long anticipated this situation, and had made the utmost preparations for it . 
 
   He did everything he could . 
 
   As it was said, all that was left was for the heavens to create the right situation . 
 
   “Boss!”
 
   And heaven’s opportunity had come for Oh Se-chan . 
 
   “The Dragon Slayer requested a deal . ”
 
   Dragon Slayer!
 
   Oh Se-chan rejoiced at the name . 
 
   ‘That arrogant man finally had to speak first . ’
 
   Not so long ago, Oh Se-chan had made a deal with the Dragon Slayer, but it was a one-sided situation in which Oh Se-chan was the one who requested the deal with the Dragon Slayer . 
 
   Naturally, he had to suffer a loss in that situation . 
 
   


 
 
   But this time, the Dragon Slayer was the one who had requested the deal with Oh Se-chan first . 
 
   ‘Certainly, since it’s Europe which was the Dragon Slayer’s stronghold, and where most of his sponsors stayed, he couldn’t stay still . ’
 
   Oh Se-chan then said . 
 
   “So what does the Dragon Slayer want?”
 
   “He’d like to meet Isaac Ivanov in person and have a conversation with him, and he wants us to arrange it . ”
 
   “What about the setting for the table?”
 
   “It’s ‘Death Knight’ . ”
 
   “Kuh, Knight of Death! What a great name . ”
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   After exclaiming with a surprised expression, Oh Se-chan suddenly tilted his head as his expression changed . 
 
   “What did you say?”
 
   “The Dragon Slayer has obtained the Death Knight skill page . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan then asked with a sincere expression . 
 
   “That wasn’t voice phishing, was it?”
 
   …
 
   It takes a long time to drill a hole in a dam .  
 
   But it doesn’t take long for a dam filled with holes to collapse . 
 
   It was a similar case this time . 
 
   [There are 510,000 monsters remaining . ]
 
   It took five days to hunt 40,000 out of the 510,000 Goblins . 
 
   [There are 490,000 monsters remaining . ]
 
   But from then on, the number of deaths began to increase at a surprisingly fast rate . 
 
   [There are 290,000 monsters remaining . ]
 
   In fact, nearly 200,000 Goblins died on the sixth day . 
 
   The players were all surprised by this fact . 
 
   It wasn’t that they didn’t know the reason . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   No, they couldn’t not know . 
 
   After all, weren’t they the ones who caused it in the first place?
 
   ‘We certainly pressured them, but was that really enough to produce such results?’
 
   ‘Is this possible?’
 
   However, no one could have imagined that their actions would produce such a result . 
 
   Just as no one could know that the snowball they threw at the top of a mountain could turn into an avalanche . 
 
   But the real surprise came afterwards . 
 
   “None of the Goblins here are healthy . They have already been poisoned, so it’s hard to control their bodies, and since they have been under constant mental pressure, they can’t think clearly . ”
 
   On the seventh day since they entered the fifth floor of the dungeon, Isaac Ivanov finally gave instructions for the first time . 
 
   “So this isn’t a hunt, it’s a massacre . ”
 
   A Goblin Massacre . 
 
   The battle that ensued was exactly that . 
 
   Kiii…
 
   Kieh…
 
   The Goblin’s conditions, both mentally and physically, were as bad as they could get . 
 
   Not just the ordinary Goblins, even the extremely tough Goblin Knights and Goblin Champions were in a sorry state . 
 
   Shu shu shu!
 
   In this situation, the constant pattering of the red rain hid the players’ footsteps as they approached the Goblins, as well as their scents and even their appearances . 
 
   ‘We’re in the best condition . ’
 
   On the other hand, it was no exaggeration to say that the players were in their best condition since they had entered the dungeon . 
 
   After all, what they had done for the past six days was not a very difficult task . 
 
   All they had to do was capture a few wandering Goblins, cut off their limbs, and hang them from wooden poles . 
 
   Capturing Goblins wasn’t hard at all . 
 
   Thanks to Kim Woo-jin, who had his Vampire abilities, it was a very easy and smooth process . 
 
   


 
 
   ‘It’s thanks to our six days of rest . ’
 
   ‘It was comfortable in many ways . ’
 
   Naturally, six days was more than enough for the players to relieve the stress they accumulated from hunting more than 1 million Goblins from the first to the fourth floors . 
 
   ‘I talked a lot with those Phoenix Guild guys . ’
 
   ‘We’ve been cooperating really well with those Thunderbird guys . ’
 
   Furthermore, in that time, the Phoenix Guild and Thunderbird members had a lot of time to socialise and get to know each other . 
 
   They had conversations, ate together, and even discussed how to fight with each other in battle . 
 
   Rather, because they didn’t have much to do, they were even a bit restless . 
 
   Because of this, the players’ battlelust had been ignited . 
 
   “We finished it in a week!”
 
   “Let’s wipe them out!”
 
   A week after entering the fifth floor, the players received the expected notification . 
 
   [Proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Just like Isaac Ivanov said, they cleared the fifth floor of the dungeon in just seven days . 
 
   Something, which had been considered impossible by everyone, had been done perfectly . 
 
   ‘We can do it . ’
 
   ‘We’ll definitely clear this dungeon . ’
 
   This fact filled everyone with unspeakable confidence . 
 
   [Hunt 660,000 to advance to the next floor . ]
 
   Therefore, when the announcement of the conditions to move on to the seventh floor appeared, they were not worried at all . 
 
   Rather, they were more aggressive and determined than ever before . 
 
   ‘Let’s show them our real skills before we go to the seventh floor . ’
 
   They planned to show off their skills on the sixth floor and prove their worth .  
 
   But their ideal didn’t last very long . 
 
   [Bloodsucking]
 
   – Rank: EX
 
   – Effect: Absorbs the target’s blood, greatly recovering health and magic power . 
 
   ‘Hopefully, I’ll be able to measure my strength properly . ’
 
   Because Kim Woo-jin intended to show his powers that had never been revealed before . 
 
   …
 
   No one knew what they would find in a dungeon until they entered it . 
 
   Therefore, it was difficult to make simulations since the situation in the dungeons was unknown . 
 
   In this sense, Kim Woo-jin was lucky . 
 
   He already knew the internal situation of the Goblin Lord dungeon, which allowed him to prepare strategies accordingly . 
 
   This was proven on the fifth floor . 
 
   So naturally, Kim Woo-jin also had an idea of the situation on the seventh floor, where the dungeon boss was located . 
 
   ‘The Goblin Lord is a troublesome guy . ’
 
   And he also knew how terrifying the monster known as the Goblin Lord really was . 
 
   In the first place, being the Lord didn’t mean that he just wore a crown on his head, which made him different from other Goblins . 
 
   It meant that his abilities were completely incomparable to any other Goblin . 
 
   ‘The King’s Dignity, the King’s Worth, and the King’s Army . ’
 
   Among these abilities were three passive skills . They were the king’s dignity, worth and army . 
 
   The King’s Dignity was literally the majesty of the king . 
 
   On the floor that the king was, anyone who was a different species than the king would suffer a 20 percent stat decrease . 
 
   The King’s Worth was the ability to ignite the desperation in his race so that they would fight with their lives to protect the king . The greater the threat to the Goblin Lord, the greater the ability and aggression of the surrounding Goblins . 
 
   The last skill, King’s Army, was a skill that increased the stats of all the monsters commanded by the king by 20 percent . 
 
   ‘On the seventh floor, it’s hard to ignore even the ordinary Goblins . ’
 
   The difference in power caused by King’s Dignity and King’s Army was enormous . 
 
   The players stats were reduced by 20 percent while the Goblins stats would be increased by 20 percent . 
 
   That was a huge difference . 
 
   ‘The King’s Worth is especially troublesome . ’
 
   But in truth, the most troublesome one was King’s Worth . 
 
   It wasn’t like bodyguards diving to save a VIP, in fact, they weren’t even on the same level . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Even if their heads were chopped off, their bodies would still step towards the enemy threatening their king . 
 
   Many players lost their lives in the final battle because of the King’s Worth skill . 
 
   ‘I also lost an arm that time . ’
 
   Before returning to the past, even Kim Woo-jin had lost an arm after not anticipating such a situation during a battle with a Lord monster . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin knew just how difficult it would be to defeat the Goblin Lord . 
 
   ‘Worst case scenario, I’ll hunt the Goblin Lord by myself…’
 
   And if the situation didn’t go as planned, instead of eating Thunderbird and the Phoenix Guild, he might have to kill them all .  
 
   In other words, Kim Woo-jin was also prepared for a situation where he and Lee Jin-ah would have to fight the Goblin Lord alone . 
 
   This also meant that Kim Woo-jin had the confidence that he would be able to hunt the Goblin Lord even in that situation . 
 
   ‘If the situation works out well…’
 
   Of course, if things worked out well, Kim Woo-jin would be able to hunt the Goblin Lord with the over 400 players . 
 
   After all, they weren’t just ordinary players, but the elites of Thunderbird and the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   In other words, it was a huge boost of power . That was why Kim Woo-jin was confident . 
 
   ‘I believe we can beat it in fifteen days…’
 
   With them, he would be able to defeat the Goblin Lord in fifteen days and clear the 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   Of course, that was under the assumption of a strategic battle . 
 
   He had judged that it was impossible to take on the Goblin Lord and his army in a power versus power confrontation . 
 
   It was basically impossible to destroy the Goblin Lord’s Kingdom with pure violence .  
 
   That was Kim Woo-jin’s conclusion . 
 
   ‘I didn’t expect this to happen . ’
 
   But now, that conclusion had been completely overturned . 
 
   [You can no longer summon new Skeleton Soldiers . ]
 
   [You can no longer summon new Skeleton Knights . ]
 
   [You can no longer summon new Banshees . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s 455 Skeleton Soldiers, 20 Skeleton Knights, 6 Banshees, 2 Dullahans, and 1 Lich, who were looking at him, had overturned his conclusion . 
 
   Grrr!
 
   There was even the Hellhound resurrected through Osiris’ Ring, spewing hellfire . 
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin no longer tried to simulate the battle with the Goblin Lord . 
 
   It was clear that he would succeed without even a sliver of doubt . 
 
   ‘If it’s this much, it would be worth trying going head to head . ’
 
   All that was left was to decide how to succeed . 
 
   Of course, the ones who were the most surprised by this sight were none other than the players . 
 
   ‘Oh my God . ’
 
   ‘That’s close to 500 troops… how is that possible?’
 
   In front of the undead army that had even more heads than they did, they momentarily forgot how to speak . 
 
   “I think I’m gonna freak out . ”
 
   Even Park Yong-wan couldn’t help but get goosebumps at this scene . 
 
   Then they received a dungeon notification . 
 
   [Proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   And Kim Woo-jin, who was wearing the Isaac Ivanov mask, also said . 
 
   “Now we’ll hunt the Goblin King . ”
 
    
    
 
    
  
 
  
 
  

 
   
    
      Published at 3rd of January 2021 10:32:49 AM
 
     
   
 
  
 
   
   
     Due to deal restructure text to speech player is currently unavailable. Will find a solution soon. 
   
 
    
   
 
   
 Chapter 245 
   
 
   Kill The Hero – Chapter 245 – Saviour Guild (1)
 
   
 
   
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   
 
   
 
   Translator: Seven
 
   Editor: Ana_Banana
 
   The news came suddenly . 
 
   [Bordeaux collapses due to bombing!]
 
   [A horde of Ogre’s trample on the pride of France!]
 
   [Islamic extremist carries out suicide bombing, 91 confirmed dead!]
 
   Just as the world descended further into chaos, another article appeared in the news . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild completes 7 Floor dungeon attack!]
 
   It was a short line . 
 
   So short that no one really paid any attention to the article . 
 
   The same was true for reporters . 
 
   “Was that article saying that the Messiah Guild completed their 7 Floor dungeon attack?”
 
   “I’m sure it’s just nonsense again . ”
 
   Even the reporters thought that it was just nonsense posted by a random troublemaker . 
 
   And there was no way that ordinary people would believe an article that even reporters didn’t . 
 
   
 
 
   -The Messiah Guild cleared the dungeon!
 
   ㄴ Another liar . 
 
   ㄴ You’re crazy . 
 
   No one believed it . 
 
   -Breaking news . 
 
   -Instead of our regular broadcast…
 
   In such a situation, the world’s leading broadcasters, including CNN and BBC, suddenly stopped their regular broadcasts . 
 
   Then, all of them began to show the same video of an incredibly handsome man who seemed to have returned from a battlefield . 
 
   This man spoke to the world . 
 
   -Our attack on the 7 Floor dungeon has been completed . 
 
   Only then did the world believe it . 
 
   Messiah!
 
   The long awaited hero had finally returned, and brought hope back to everyone’s eyes . 
 
   For a moment, the world literally paused . 
 
   Demonstrators stopped protesting and the government troops who were fighting against rebels were told to retreat . 
 
   The world, which had stopped like that, turned to look at one person, Lee Se-jun . 
 
   -A lot has happened while we were in the dungeon, and because of that, I was able to realise many things . 
 
   And with that attention, Lee Se-jun spoke . 
 
   -But I didn’t have to think for very long . My goal won’t change . I will still end this game and save the world . 
 
   The same words he always said . 
 
   -Now, I will not tolerate those who try to interfere with that goal . 
 
   But this time, Lee Se-jun also added some new words . 
 
   It was a declaration . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   A declaration that he would no longer tolerate those who opposed his goal and who went against them . 
 
   A declaration that they would use the power they had amassed so far against humans, instead of monsters . 
 
   However, it was not a declaration of war . 
 
   -Those terrorist bastards who attacked the Messiah Guild are screwed!
 
   -They’ll receive God’s judgment!
 
   On behalf of God, the Saviour, who had come down to save the world, had given an ultimatum to those who hindered salvation . 
 
   Therefore, no one complained or raised any questions about Lee Se-jun’s declaration . 
 
   The same was true for Oh Se-chan, who watched this scene on TV . 
 
   ‘There’s no one that can stop the Messiah Guild from going forward . ’
 
   After sipping coffee from a paper cup that appeared to have been recycled dozens of times, he admitted that there were no groups, powers or countries that stop the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘That’s why we need to give them a rival . ’
 
   


 
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   The reason that Kim Woo-jin and Oh Se-chan intended to create a new guild . 
 
   The preparations had long been completed . 
 
   All that was left was for them to celebrate and announce its birth . 
 
   “Boss!”
 
   “What is it?”
 
   “They’re finally out! The attack was successful!”
 
   “Such good timing . ”
 
   And now, the world was about to see that celebration,
 
   …
 
   There was one common expression used to describe the scene of a massacre . 
 
   A landscape filled with mountains of corpses, standing high in a sea of blood . 
 
   However, when this expression was made into reality, the feeling one got was completely different . 
 
   This was the situation that the members of the Phoenix Guild and Thunderbird, who were on the seventh floor of the dungeon, were experiencing . 
 
   Countless Goblin corpses piled up to form mountains, and the blood that flowed out from their bodies was so much that it covered their ankles .  
 
   The players’ expressions were grim . 
 
   This wasn’t because they were unable to accept this horrific scene . 
 
   [The Goblin Lord screams . ]
 
   For them, even the notification in their ears sounded like a distant echo, as if someone was shouting from far away . 
 
   No one reacted to the sound . 
 
   They didn’t even move . 
 
   Like mannequins, they all just stood in place without any emotion on their faces . 
 
   ‘It’s over . ’
 
   Only one person was finishing their task in this bloody world, Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   [The Goblin Lord is terrified by your approach . ]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Ignoring the constant notifications in his ear, Kim Woo-jin walked atop the bodies of Goblin Knights, that were laid like marble floors . 
 
   The pile of corpses that appeared next were large goblins with red skin, Blood Goblins . 
 
   These were Goblins who, when faced off against an Ogre, would bare their fangs and roar fiercely instead of backing down . 
 
   Hundreds of these Goblins lay on the ground together with several Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin walked along this ‘red carpet’ without any hesitation . 
 
   Roar!
 
   Suddenly, a Blood Goblin, who happened to still be alive, reached out to Kim Woo-jin as he walked by . 
 
   Puk!
 
   However, the Longspear in the hands of a Skeleton Knight who was walking behind Kim Woo-jin struck it down easily . 
 
   Meanwhile, Kim Woo-jin didn’t stop, using the bloodied corpses on the floor as his path . 
 
   Finally, he saw a Goblin standing at the end of the path, about 10 meters away . 
 
   Grrr!
 
   It was a golden eyed Goblin with a muscular body similar to an orc that was filled with silver tattoos . 
 
   Goblin Lord!
 
   The king of all the Goblins in this world bared his fangs at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Roar!
 
   However, the Goblin Lord’s roar was not smooth . 
 
   This was because Gungnir, which was stabbed into the Goblin Lord’s lungs, was interrupting its breathing . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin lifted his hand in front of his chest, and Gungnir pulled itself free from the Goblin Lord’s body before sailing towards him . 
 
   After catching it, Kim Woo-jin threw the spear once again . 
 
   However this time, instead of his lungs, the spear flew fiercely towards the Goblin Lord’s skull, before piercing it precisely in the middle of the forehead . 
 
   Clang!
 
   As the spear hit the Goblin’s head, there was a loud sound similar to the clashing of steel . 
 
   It was the sound of the Goblin Lord’s strong bones stopping Gungnir’s penetration . 
 
   Then, Kim Woo-jin swung Mjolnir in his hand towards Gungnir . 
 
   


 
 
   The hammer struck the air heavily . 
 
   Boom!
 
   Then, following the sound of thunder, Gungnir penetrated the Goblin’s skull easily . 
 
   [You have defeated the Goblin Lord . ]
 
   Only then did Kim Woo-jin hear the notification he was waiting for . 
 
   And after that notifications came flooding in . 
 
   [You have earned the achievement ‘Goblin Lord Hunter’ . ]
 
   [You have earned the achievement ‘King Slayer’ . ]
 
   [You have earned the achievement ‘7 Floor Attacker’ . ]
 
   [Hercules’ Ring has unlocked a new ability . ]
 
   [All movements are 20% faster . ]
 
   The hunting dog who successfully hunted a king was given many achievements and badges . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld bestows some power to you . ]
 
   [The rank of the Lich Summoning skill has increased by one . ]
 
   [The rank of the Banshee skill has increased by one . ]
 
   [The rank of the Blood Golem skill has increased by one . ]
 
   Then the gifts from his halo, who was pleased by his achievements, followed . 
 
   After checking the gifts, Kim Woo-jin bent down and picked up something that had fallen to the floor . 
 
   [Goblin Lord’s Crown]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   – Required Level: Level 180 or higher
 
   – Description: The Goblin Lord’s Crown . It contains one of the Goblin Lord’s abilities . 
 
   – All stats +10%
 
   – All attack power +10%
 
   – Recovery speed of all stats +10%
 
   – Activates the skill ‘King’s Army’ when equipped
 
   The legendary item Goblin Lord’s Crown . 
 
   It was an indescribable gain . 
 
   But the eyes of Kim Woo-jin, who placed the crown in his inventory, didn’t change . 
 
   They were still the eyes of a hunting dog on a hunt . 
 
   This was natural . 
 
   ‘Now I can meet Lee Se-jun . ’
 
   After all, the hunt he had been longing for was finally about to begin . 
 
   …
 
   It is harder to protect than it is to take away . 
 
   This might not be a statement that applied to everything . 
 
   But it was certainly the case when it came to dungeons . 
 
   Guarding a dungeon was much more difficult than people would expect . 
 
   Moreover, when people heard about guarding a dungeon gate, they would think that it was only from monsters that would come out, they would never imagine that it was also guarding against hostile forces that would try to take the dungeon away . 
 
   Therefore, even the US government would have a few shortcomings when it came to protecting a dungeon gate . 
 
   This was the reason why Thunderbird was able to become the best civilian military company in the entire world . 
 
   As they were trained in the most chaotic areas of the Amazon rainforest, they were much better at defending dungeons than anyone else . 
 
   ‘They guarded it well . ’
 
   This fact was proven by the fact that Kim Woo-jin was met with an orderly area when he came out of the dungeon, 
 
   There were no signs of battle anywhere . 
 
   ‘As expected of Thunderbird . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin admired Thunderbird’s ability . 
 
   What was even more impressive was the fact that Thunderbird now belonged to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘The Lightning King left me a wonderful legacy . ’
 
   Furthermore, even the things that the Lightning King had hidden now belonged to the Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also knew what he’d gained from the Lightning King and where he hid them from his memories . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘A really wonderful . ’
 
   There were things that the Lightning King had hidden that even his disciple, Shakira, didn’t know about . 
 
   He observed the Thunderbird soldiers, who were stationed around the area . 
 
   ‘Mm?’
 
   It was at that time that Kim Woo-jin noticed something strange . 
 
   The veterans, who would normally react quickly to their appearance, showed no response . 
 
   They were all just standing around, looking at something in their hands . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had a hunch . 
 
   ‘It looks like the Messiah Guild’s team came out . ’
 
   The world had just experienced a change . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   “Huk!”
 
   “I-, Isaac!”
 
   The soldiers, who had only just realised the presence of Isaac Ivanov and the players behind him began to move hurriedly . 
 
   And a glint shined in their eyes . 
 
   This was because of an order they’d received from the Lightning King . 
 
   If he gave the signal after leaving the dungeon, don’t hesitate to kill everyone . 
 
   Naturally, they began looking for the Lightning King . 
 
   Then Isaac Ivanov spoke . 
 
   “The Lightning King is dead . ”
 
   This surprised the Lightning King’s men so much that they didn’t know how to respond . 
 
   Of course, their reaction was to be expected . ’
 
   ‘The Lightning King didn’t give any orders in the event of his death . ’
 
   The Lightning King had told them to kill everyone upon his signal, but he hadn’t given them any orders to follow if he died . 
 
   So informing them of his death was enough to throw them into confusion . 
 
   “Utah . ”
 
   Then Shakira took care of the problem . 
 
   “Ms . Shakira!”
 
   “Utah, get over here!”
 
   As expected, when she called out the name of the leader of the unit who was guarding the area, the man, named Utah, stepped forward . 
 
   Meanwhile, Kim Woo-jin headed to the tent that held his belongings . 
 
   Soon after entering the tent, Kim Woo-jin picked up a briefcase, and entered the password . 
 
   Click!
 
   Then he heard the sound of it opening . 
 
   “Isaac, what are you doing?”
 
   Soon after, he heard the question in Russian from Lee Jin-ah, who had followed him to the tent . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also responded in Russian . 
 
   “Youtube personal broadcast . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   At the same time, Kim Woo-jin took out a note from the briefcase . 
 
    
    
 
    
  
 
  
 
  

 
   
    
      Published at 3rd of January 2021 10:32:49 AM
 
     
   
 
  
 
   
   
     Due to deal restructure text to speech player is currently unavailable. Will find a solution soon. 
   
 
    
   
 
   
 Chapter 246 
   
 
   Kill The Hero – Chapter 246 – Saviour Guild (2)
 
   
 
   
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   
 
   
 
   Translator: Seven
 
   Editor: Ana_Banana
 
   The wind from Lee Se-jun’s words quickly became a huge typhoon that swept through the world . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild declares war against evil!]
 
   [Lee Se-jun chooses the path of hardship for the world!]
 
   The press began to once again prove that they were the faithful trumpets of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   The powerful factions of the world also moved to express their stand . 
 
   [USA willingly applauds the Messiah Guild’s choice!]
 
   [China will spare no effort to support the Messiah Guild’s move!] (TL: For some reason, the author used the chinese names for the countries here)
 
   The various governments of the world began expressing their support towards the Messiah Guild as though they were competing with each other . 
 
   This was quite natural . 
 
   -The Messiah Guild is definitely amazing, but isn’t this too much praise? It wasn’t like this before, was it?
 
   ㄴIt’s natural for them to do so . Right now, if anyone stands against the Messiah Guild, they will be crushed until not even their bones are left!
 
   Would they dare to act against the Messiah Guild when they had made such a clear stance towards their enemies?
 
   -Those who attacked the Messiah Guild will be the first to be destroyed . 
 
   
 
 
   -Absolutely . Those who attacked the Messiah Guild should have their heads pulled off . 
 
   Moreover, the Messiah Guild had yet to release their anger over having their headquarters attacked . 
 
   To put it simply, they were currently looking for an outlet to take the brunt of their anger . 
 
   No matter how they felt on the inside, no one would go against the Messiah Guild at the moment . 
 
   Of course, the public’s response was beyond description . 
 
   -I wish the Messiah Guild could just rule the world . 
 
   -Right, it would be better if the Messiah Guild was in control of everything in the world . 
 
   -If it’s Lee Se-jun, I’d gladly serve him as the emperor . 
 
   At that moment, there were even people who were calling for the Messiah Guild to rule over the world . 
 
   The belief in the Messiah Guild was slowly becoming an uncontrollable fanaticism . 
 
   A gale that no one dared to face began to blow . 
 
   -It seems there is something on Youtube right now?
 
   ㄴ What is it?
 
   ㄴ What’s going on?
 
   And in this gale, a piece of news appeared . 
 
   -Did Isaac Ivanov start a personal live broadcast on Youtube?
 
   ㄴ Bullshit . 
 
   ㄴWhat the hell are you talking about?
 
   ㄴPsycho . 
 
   No one believed the news when they heard it .  
 
   However, this news began to spread more and more . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov hosts a personal broadcast?]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   [Did Isaac Ivanov complete the dungeon attack?]
 
   At some point, the news even began to be mentioned by the media . 
 
   Furthermore, it wasn’t hard to determine whether the news was real or fake .  
 
   As long as one had access to Youtube, they would be able to check it easily . So even those who were suspicious, loaded the video to check . 
 
   -I am Isaac Ivanov . I’ve just started this personal broadcast after clearing the 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov’s personal broadcast . 
 
   -Oh my God, is this real?
 
   -Is it really Isaac?
 
   -Isaac! It’s me! I sent five boxes of Choco Pie!
 
   -Dammit! Get your credit cards! We have to show some love!
 
   The craze that had started because of the Messiah Guild’s announcement, against everyone’s expectations, began to calm down . 
 
   In such a situation, Isaac Ivanov said . 
 
   


 
 
   -I have something to announce to everyone . We have created a new guild by combining Thunderbird and the Phoenix Guild . 
 
   The birth of a new guild . 
 
   -The goal of this guild is just one thing . To save this world which transformed into a game faster than anyone else . 
 
   And the goal of said guild . 
 
   -I hereby declare the creation of the Saviour Guild . 
 
   And so, the Saviour Guild appeared in the world . 
 
   -Let’s end this game as soon as possible and save the world . 
 
   …
 
   -Then my broadcast will end with this . 
 
   After hearing those words, the viewers then heard the sound of the broadcast ending and saw their screens go dark . 
 
   But no one looked away from their screens . 
 
   In this difficult and chaotic situation, a new saviour had appeared . 
 
   It would be strange if anyone could still act normally after hearing something like that . 
 
   ‘Finally…’
 
   Of course, ordinary people would feel that way, but the reactions of Oh Se-chan’s subordinates were different . 
 
   ‘We’ve finally come this far . ’
 
   In order to prevent the Messiah Guild’s plot, they began a lonely fight in the shadows that the world would never have knowledge of . 
 
   It was a fight that none of them were sure they could win, and even if they won, it was not something they would be able to do unscathed . 
 
   It was a tough fight . 
 
   And according to their investigations, in such a tough fight, the only way to stop the Messiah Guild was to give them a worthy rival . 
 
   The only way to stop the Saviour was to create a new competitor who could rival the Saviour . 
 
   It was a ridiculous method . 
 
   However, even when faced with such a result, Oh Se-chan and his men did not give up, and kept fighting . 
 
   ‘We managed to create a competitor for the Messiah Guild!’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   They had finally created a guild with the same purpose as the Messiah Guild with power that was comparable to the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Naturally, it was not a feeling that could just be described as ‘feeling moved’ . 
 
   Among them, Oh Se-chan’s feelings were even more intense . 
 
   “Hoo . ”
 
   After a while, Oh Se-chan released a long breath before collapsing on the worn out sofa behind him . 
 
   Then he closed his eyes and tilted his head back . 
 
   It was as if he didn’t have the strength to lift his head or open his eyes . 
 
   But everyone there completely understood as they looked at him . 
 
   At the same time, a subordinate walked up to Oh Se-chan and spoke with a light smile . 
 
   “You’ve worked hard . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan responded without changing position . 
 
   “Huh? Hard? What the hell are you talking about?”
 
   What was he saying all of a sudden? 
 
   Oh Se-chan’s subordinate couldn’t help but ask back in surprise . 
 
   “That… aren’t you feeling emotional right now?”
 
   “Of course, I’m very emotional . ”
 
   After saying that, Oh Se-chan pointed towards the screen .  
 
   “There are a lot of donations . ”
 
   Donations!
 
   After hearing that word, Oh Se-chan’s subordinates immediately understood . 
 
   ‘Ah, that…’
 
   It turned out that Oh Se-chan had been moved by the donations given by the viewers watching the Youtube live broadcast . 
 
   ‘Ah, I should’ve known . ’
 
   ‘He’s a really amazing guy…’
 
   Furthermore, Oh Se-chan’s subordinates were certain . 
 
   Oh Se-chan was being completely sincere . 
 
   


 
 
   “I didn’t think you could make enough money to buy coffee for the office for 3,000 years, in just 5 minutes…”
 
   As if to confirm his subordinate’s thoughts, Oh Se-chan expressed his feelings . 
 
   “Really amazing . ”
 
   And his subordinates couldn’t help but feel admiration after his surprise . 
 
   On the other hand, Oh Se-chan’s consistent temperament made his subordinates smile . 
 
   Oh Se-chan then said . 
 
   “It’s so amazing and we haven’t even started yet . ”
 
   A smile appeared on Oh Se-chan’s face . 
 
   “Because we never said we’d be saving the world for free . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The subordinates were unable to contain their surprise . 
 
   Woowoowoong!
 
   Ding!
 
   Beep!
 
   At that moment, almost every telephone and cellphone in the room began to sound off constantly . 
 
   Hearing this, Oh Se-chan then said . 
 
   “Let’s get to work . ”
 
   With those words, he also pulled out his feature phone . 
 
   “Shall we start with the Dragon Slayer?”
 
   …
 
   [Establishment of the Saviour Guild!]
 
   The aftermath of what Isaac Ivanov on Youtube, was indescribable . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild gains a well-intentioned competitor!]
 
   [Who will save the world first?]
 
   What was even more surprising was the fact that a new guild called the Saviour Guild blocked the craze caused by the Messiah Guild, which no one dared to face or stop . 
 
   No matter how great the Phoenix Guild and Thunderbird were combined, they would not be able to overcome the Messiah Guild who were known as the saviours for such a long time, even if Isaac Ivanov was the Guild Master . 
 
   Of course, there was a trick . 
 
   ‘The trick worked . ’
 
   They hadn’t expected to clear the dungeon on the same day as the Messiah Guild, but all the other elements were part of their scheme . 
 
   -Isaac Ivanov is amazing . I didn’t expect him to announce the creation of a new guild on Youtube . 
 
   -The Messiah Guild was monopolising all the broadcasts around the world . They didn’t have a choice but to use Youtube . 
 
   -Does he really plan to save the world faster than them?
 
   -He can say it because he’s Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   -Competing to see who will save the world first . He’s such a cool player . 
 
   Using Youtube instead of a broadcasting company, and using provocative words that not even the Messiah Guild would use, such as ‘we will save the world faster than anyone else’, was used to make an even bigger contrast between the two . 
 
   -In any case, the difference between is still pretty large . Is the Messiah Guild the royal road, and the Saviour Guild the underdog?
 
   -The Saviour Guild isn’t on the Messiah Guild’s level yet, but they certainly will be in the future . 
 
   If the Saviour Guild had appeared as an equal rival to the Messiah Guild, there might have been some resistance, but there was less resistance since they were the underdog .  
 
   What was clear was that the Messiah Guild was sharing a stage with this underdog . 
 
   ‘Now, we’re on the same stage . ’
 
   The world had placed the Messiah Guild on the same stage as the newcomer, the Saviour Guild, without hesitation . 
 
   ‘Now my fangs can reach . ’
 
   This meant that Kim Woo-jin’s fangs were finally within reach of Lee Se-jun . 
 
   ‘But it’s not time yet . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin knew better than anyone that his current strength was still not enough to kill Lee Se-jun . 
 
   ‘In any case, things have become simpler . ’
 
   In other words, it was clear what Kim Woo-jin had to do now . 
 
   ‘All that’s left is to become stronger than him . ’
 
   Gain fangs sharp enough to pierce Lee Se-jun’s neck . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   That was why . 
 
   “Bonjour!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who was beside Kim Woo-jin, was speaking french with very bad pronunciation . 
 
   The French government had commissioned the Saviour Guild through the Dragon Slayer . 
 
   If they cleared the A- rank dungeon that had appeared in Bordeaux, France, they would be given the Death Knight skill in return . 
 
   “By the way, isn’t this the first time they’ve asked for a dungeon attack like this?”
 
   In fact, it was a special case . 
 
   “France isn’t a weak country, is it?”
 
   Though it might not be the case for countries whose governments hadn’t been doing their jobs, countries with military power, strong players and guilds like France had cleared most of the dungeons in their territories . 
 
   Even if players from countries bid to gain the dungeon, it was natural for them to give a portion of their gains to the French government . 
 
   In other words, it was quite unique for them to offer a reward for the clearance of a dungeon . 
 
   “This is a privilege that is only given to those who’ve reached the top floors . ”
 
   But that was only the case for the dungeons with 6 Floors and below . 7 Floors and higher were completely different . 
 
   Currently, among the countless guilds in the world, there were only two that could successfully clear a 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   On the other hand, there were currently ten 7 Floors dungeons, not counting the ones cleared by Messiah Guild and the Saviour Guild, and the number of 7 Floor dungeons was steadily increasing . 
 
   For the countries who had 7 Floor dungeons in their territory, they would want to get rid of the dungeons as soon as possible at any cost . 
 
   “It was a privilege for only the Messiah Guild, but the Messiah Guild did not make use of it . ”
 
   What was interesting, the fact that the Messiah Guild did not demand any price for the dungeons . 
 
   More precisely, there was no room for negotiation . 
 
   The Messiah Guild’s willingness to attack the dungeon stemmed from the grace and salvation of God, not for material gains . 
 
   The Messiah Guild did not demand anything due to their purity and nobility . 
 
   But the Saviour Guild was different . 
 
   They were worth contacting, and there was plenty of room for negotiation . 
 
   So the French government tried to negotiate with Isaac Ivanov through the Dragon Slayer . 
 
   ‘It was unexpected that they made contact with Isaac Ivanov before he cleared the 7 Floor dungeon . ’
 
   Of course, it should be noted that the Dragon Slayer contacted Isaac Ivanov’s side on behalf of the French government even before they cleared the dungeon or created the Saviour Guild . 
 
   Wasn’t it impossible for them to make such a move without reason?
 
   And Kim Woo-jin had an idea of the reason . 
 
   ‘This means that France’s situation is worse than the world thinks . ’
 
   After all the factors that would push the French government and the Dragon Slayer to rush would certainly not be positive . 
 
   ‘There’s no need to hurry to make a move . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin didn’t intend to look at their circumstances . 
 
   “Let’s go . ”
 
   After organising his thoughts, Kim Woo-jin stepped forward while saying those words, and Lee Jin-ah followed him as he said . 
 
   “Where?”
 
   “They rented a Michelin three star restaurant that’s said to be the best in France . You can taste as much French cuisine as you like . ”
 
   At those words, Lee Jin-ah, who was overwhelmed with emotion, groaned as though he had choked on his saliva . 
 
   Of course, Lee Jin-ah didn’t know . 
 
   ‘The first table will be a mess . ’
 
   That Kim Woo-jin didn’t actually intend to eat anything . 
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   Paris, France was the home to some of the best gourmet restaurants in the world .  
 
   And this restaurant, Frances, was the highest rated restaurant in France when it came to French cuisine . 
 
   It was a unique place even for French people, whose pride in their cooking was indescribable, and it was always filled to the extent that you had to make a reservation two years in advance . 
 
   But it was completely quiet today . 
 
   In this restaurant with over 100 seats, only one table had people sitting at it . 
 
   The atmosphere around this table was not one that would remind you of a nice meal . 
 
   It was cold, as if someone had thrown a cup of cold water onto a fire that had only just been lit . 
 
   In this atmosphere, a French man with blond hair and blue eyes, spoke while fixing his glasses . 
 
   “C-, could you say that again?”
 
   Then the Asian man in front of him smiled and said . 
 
   “Master Isaac Ivanov is not interested in the Death Knight skill . So he will refuse your request . ”
 
   In such an atmosphere, a Russian man with a fork was doing his best to not take a bite of the appetizer that had just been placed on the table . 
 
   “May I ask why…”
 
   
 
 
   The French man, who had adjusted his glasses once again, couldn’t help but ask, and it was the Asian man, Kim Woo-jin, who answered . 
 
   “First of all, the Death Knight skill is a unique skill that he can obtain with his own ability . ”
 
   “However, even if he has the ability to get it for himself, it’s possible…”
 
   “Second . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin ignored the rebuttal of the glasses wearing man as he continued . 
 
   “Master Isaac is interested in something else . ”
 
   At that moment, the Frenchman’s expression changed as he seemed to realise something . 
 
   “So you want something else . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   This meant that the negotiations hadn’t broken down, just that the other party was interested in something else . 
 
   In the new, relaxed atmosphere, Lee Jin-ah, who was wearing his mask, began to move his fork which had been frozen . 
 
   “Yes, if he gets what he wants, he’ll be willing to take the request . ”
 
   Following Kim Woo-jin’s words, the atmosphere got progressively warmer . 
 
   “And what is it that he wants?”
 
   When asked this question, Kim Woo-jin gave a smile that was brighter than ever . 
 
   “The Dragon Slayer’s Balmung(1) . That’s what the Master wants . ”
 
   …
 
   In a motel outside of Paris, France . 
 
   Everything was so cheap and weak in this place that it was clear this was a place for those tourists who wanted to experience the romance of France, but could only barely afford the plane ticket . 
 
   Creak!
 
   The rusted beds creaked just by having someone walk past them, and the bedsheets, which were stained with oil, gave an unidentifiable odor . 
 
   No matter how you looked at it, it was almost impossible to imagine that the VVIP’s of the Saviour Guild, who could even talk to the country’s leaders would be staying in such a place . 
 
   “Dammit!”
 
   And that’s exactly why Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah picked this place as their accomodation . 
 
   “Ah, dammit!”
 
   It was also the reason why Lee Jin-ah was spouting curses nonstop . 
 
   “I can’t believe I couldn’t even eat a bite! I couldn’t even eat appetizers at the best restaurant in France!”
 
   In the face of Lee Jin-ah’s anger, Kim Woo-jin simply took a bit of his McDonalds hamburger without responding . 
 
   Seeing this, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t stop himself from shouting again . 
 
   “I came all the way to Paris, France just to eat McDonald’s… . What kind of trip to France is this? Shouldn’t we be eating foie gras and caviar, or at least baguettes with cheese?”
 
   After venting his anger, Lee Jin-ah picked up the Big Mac that had been waiting in front of him . 
 
   The crushed wrappings of another eleven Big Macs surrounded his body . 
 
   “Ah, I’m so hungry . ”
 
   Nevertheless, Lee Jin-ah still complained about hunger while chewing the bite of Big Mac that he had just taken . 
 
   Gulp!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   


 
 
   As soon as he swallowed it down, Lee Jin-ah’s expression became serious as he asked . 
 
   “What the hell is your goal?
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded calmly . 
 
   “Balmung . ”
 
   It was the same answer he’d given to the French officials, and Lee Jin-ah frowned when he heard it . 
 
   “Are you serious? Didn’t you say that that was the Dragon Slayer’s strongest weapon?”
 
   Balmung!
 
   It was the legendary sword of Siegfried and now it was rumored to be in the Dragon Slayer’s hand . 
 
   “Didn’t Se-chan say that it was within the top ten of all the legendary swords in the world?”
 
   In addition, it was one of the best legendary items in the world and it was within the top ten among legendary swords . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin also knew this fact well . 
 
   ‘To be precise, it’s within the top three . Excalibur and Mistilteinn(2) are the only ones that are better for attacking dungeons than Balmung . ’
 
   No, he knew it better than anyone . 
 
   ‘When it comes to simple utility, there is none better . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was the only one who had faced the Balmung twice before he returned to the past . 
 
   “Would the Dragon Slayer really give up something like that?”
 
   In any case, it was highly unlikely that the Dragon Slayer would give up such a valuable item just to request for them to clear a 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   “Isn’t he just doing this for the French government?”
 
   More importantly, the Dragon Slayer was only acting as a bridge to connect the French government to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   There was no reason for the Dragon Slayer to give up his most prized weapon . 
 
   “Then why did the Dragon Slayer become the bridge?”
 
   But that was also why Kim Woo-jin was acting in this way . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Huh?
 
   “Why would the French government want to create a bridge through the Dragon Slayer?”
 
   “That…”
 
   After contemplating for a moment, Lee Jin-ah quickly came up with an answer . 
 
   “Does he have something to lose?”
 
   In truth, the answer he gave was a joke . 
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   But it turned out that his joke had touched the heart of the matter . 
 
   There was something on the line . 
 
   “The Dragon Slayer has something to lose . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   In addition, it wasn’t the French government, but the Dragon slayer . 
 
   “From the French government’s perspective, there was nothing wrong with them asking someone to clear a dungeon . And if they were to ask the Saviour Guild, who had already cleared a 7 Floor dungeon before, there would be no protestors . ”
 
   This was common sense . It wasn’t a big fault to request help to clear a dungeon . 
 
   “If there were to be protests, they would be directed at the other players, telling them to watch on and learn . Just like the protests that took place in front of the Phoenix Guild in the past . ”
 
   In fact, the French citizens would openly applaud the French government for inviting the Saviour Guild to attack the 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   France was currently in a situation where there was a major threat to their security because the players had selfishly decided to go on strike for their rights . 
 
   That meant the other side had no problems . 
 
   Therefore, it became obvious that the Dragon Slayer was the actual one who had made the request . 
 
   And it wasn’t difficult to guess the reason . 
 
   “The French government would have asked the Dragon Slayer to attack the 7 Floor dungeon . In the first place, the French government has provided a lot of support and convenience to the Dragon Slayer . In addition, there is a high chance that the Dragon Slayer is so deep in debt to the French Government that he has no choice but to accept the request . ”
 
   Faced with the huge social turmoil that resulted from the players and guilds’ announcements that they would strike, the French government would have definitely planned a 7 Floor attack in order to stabilise the situation, and they would definitely give this request to the Dragon Slayer . 
 
   “But it is too much for the Dragon Slayer, or there might be other unknown circumstances . ”
 
   The problem was that even if it was the Dragon Slayer, he wouldn’t be able to simply attack a 7 Floor dungeon as he pleased . 
 
   “And it’s an A- rank, which makes it even more troublesome . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Moreover, the dungeon that had appeared in Bordeaux was an A- rank dungeon . 
 
   “It’s possible that someone already failed to clear it . ”
 
   There were also the worst case scenarios like a group already failing to clear the 7 Floor dungeon or a monster coming out of it . 
 
   


 
 
   In such a situation, the Dragon Slayer devised a trick . 
 
   “Since he can’t do it, he’d invite others to do it . ”
 
   He decided to commission Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “They thought the Death Knight skill would work well . 
 
   They even had bait so there was no need to hesitate . 
 
   “It was fine even if that didn’t work . ”
 
   Even if the bait didn’t work, the Dragon Slayer wasn’t worried . He believed that they could still negotiate afterwards . 
 
   “But not now . ”
 
   However, all of these plans had been destroyed after Kim Woo-jin directly asked for the Dragon Slayer’s Balmung . 
 
   The French government would once again turn to the Dragon Slayer . 
 
   And they will say that since Isaac Ivanov has made such a request, the Dragon Slayer should do something . 
 
   “The Dragon Slayer will have no choice but to give the French Government an answer . And at least now the French Government would have a justification to bite the Dragon Slayer . Especially now that the French government’s situation wasn’t good . ”
 
   Above all, the French government’s current situation was anything but good . 
 
   “Because the atmosphere of revolution is floating around . And this country is France, not anywhere else . ”
 
   If things continued the way they were progressing, they might face an unprecedented collapse of the regime .  
 
   So the French government would desperately cling to the Dragon Slayer . 
 
   “In the end, he will contact me directly . ”
 
   Therefore the Dragon Slayer would move to negotiate for himself . 
 
   Woowoong!
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin’s cellphone began vibrating . 
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   The Eiffel Tower, Paris .  
 
   This place, which was always filled with tourists, still remained the same although the situation in France was not good at the moment . 
 
   It was still filled with tourists and the business people who were selling stuff to them . 
 
   The only difference was the fact that armed soldiers could be found everywhere to guard against the possible appearance of a monster . There was nothing strange about it and no one cared about it . 
 
   Therefore, no one would pay attention to an Asian man sitting on a bench not too far from the Eiffel Tower with his hat covering his face . 
 
   Coocoo! Coocoo!
 
   And no one paid attention to the flock of pigeons who were eating the pieces of bread that this man was throwing . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   “Isn’t there a sign that says to not give food to invasive birds like pigeons?”
 
   A Frenchman appeared . 
 
   This Frenchman, who was wearing a luxurious colorful sweater, appeared to be quite stylish . 
 
   His beard was neatly trimmed, his horn rimmed glasses rested elegantly atop his nose, and his hair neatly pulled back . 
 
   This man, whose visage was comparable to a model, sat beside the Asian man . 
 
   
 
 
   Coocoo!
 
   The pigeons scattered in surprise at the sudden appearance of a stranger, but when the Asian man threw out another piece of bread, the pigeons flocked once again . 
 
   Coocoo!
 
   The repeated cries and sounds of the pigeons wings made the surrounding area incredibly noisy . 
 
   “It makes me look like a tourist . ”
 
   The Asian man, Kim Woo-jin, who was aiming for exactly that, threw out some words . 
 
   “Well, that’s also true . ”
 
   At those words, the Dragon Slayer, Francois Sureau, nodded with a chuckle .  
 
   “It certainly is smart to make it look that way . ”
 
   When he heard the Dragon Slayer’s words, Kim Woo-jin simply kept throwing the bread in his hand without responding . 
 
   Silence fell . 
 
   But the Dragon Slayer didn’t let it last for long . 
 
   “I heard you asked for the Balmung . ”
 
   He immediately led the conversation . 
 
   “The Master did . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “I never expected Isaac Ivanov to be so materialistic . Nothing like a hero who’s trying to save the world . ”
 
   The conversation dropped for a while due to that provocation . 
 
   Coocoo!
 
   In the silence, the pigeons cried out as though they were asking for more bread, and Kim Woo-jin threw some bread at them as he said . 
 
   “The Master said that there’s no reason to save the French citizens first, instead of the citizens from third world countries who are struggling and desperate, just for one skill page . ”
 
   This time it was the Dragon Slayer who fell silent . 
 
   The silence lasted for a long time . 
 
   Coocoo!
 
   The Dragon King didn’t say anything for so long that even the pigeons, who had run out of things to eat again, started to cry out . 
 
   It was a third party that broke their silence . 
 
   Wiiiiiiing!
 
   Following a piercing alarm from the speakers all around the area, French words began to flow out . 
 
   -This is an emergency! Monsters have appeared . Evacuate to a safe area immediately!
 
   After those words were said in French, it was then repeated in English . 
 
   -This is an emergency! Monsters have appeared . Evacuate to a safe area immediately!
 
   It was only then that most of the people there understood what was happening . 
 
   “The monsters!”
 
   “Everyone run away!”
 
   “Kyaaak!”
 
   


 
 
   Screams and shouts began to sound out from every direction . 
 
   Coocoocoo!
 
   The pigeons flapped their wings and flew away without hesitation at the sudden change in the situation . Flying so quickly that they disappeared from sight in an instant . 
 
   Only one place remained quiet, Kim Woo-jin and the Dragon Slayer . 
 
   Tututu!
 
   Roar!
 
   Even when the roars from monsters and gunshots sounded out, the two sat quietly on the bench, not showing any reaction . 
 
   Roar!
 
   At that moment, they heard a fierce roar that shook the air . 
 
   An Ogre!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was the sound of that ridiculous, rage filled monster, searching for prey . 
 
   Only then did the Dragon Slayer, who had been silent all this while, open his mouth . 
 
   “It seems a group of Ogres came out of the dungeon in the Paris subway . ”
 
   “Can they not even manage the subway in the core of the city?”
 
   “They’re managing it well . It’s just that they make mistakes like these on purpose . ”
 
   “The world is really collapsing . ”
 
   The conversation between them was so calm that it would be impossible to imagine that a fearsome monster like an Ogre was near them . 
 
   Of course, this sight was to be expected . 
 
   After all, both Kim Woo-jin and the Dragon Slayer were both players who could hunt monsters like Ogres even if they were naked . 
 
   In fact, there wouldn’t even be a need for both of them to act .  
 
   Just one of them would be able to handle the situation with ease . 
 
   At that moment, an Ogre appeared in front of Kim Woo-jin and the Dragon Slayer . 
 
   Roar!
 
   Upon catching sight of his prey, the Ogre’s eyes became crazed as it let out a fierce roar . 
 
   Thud!
 
   Then it began charging towards Kim Woo-jin and the Dragon Slayer with large steps . 
 
   Kikiki!
 
   Suddenly, a Fire Dokkaebi appeared behind Kim Woo-jin and the Dragon Slayer, and hit the Ogre with a fireball from its hand while letting out a bizarre cry . (TL: Dokkaebis are generally goblins, but the author uses different words for them so I’ll keep them separated)
 
   Pok!
 
   With a loud crash, the Ogre fell backwards, its body covered in flames . 
 
   “Everyone’s here already . ”
 
   Then a beautiful voice came from behind them . 
 
   When he heard the voice, the Dragon Slayer turned around and spoke with a polite tone, completely different from how he spoke to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Park Shin-hye, I’ve been waiting for you . ”
 
   Park Shin-hye . ’
 
   When the Messiah Guild’s number two player appeared, Kim Woo-jin was able to grasp the Dragon Slayer’s intentions perfectly . 
 
   ‘So he’s weighing us . ’
 
   He had somehow brought the Messiah Guild into his negotiation with the Saviour Guild to attack the 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   He wanted to achieve his goal by using both sides . 
 
   And the Messiah Guild had willingly accepted the deal . 
 
   When he realised this, Kim Woo-jin covered his face with both hands, hiding his reaction from everyone . 
 
   ‘The Dragon Slayer certainly didn’t fail to meet my expectations . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   To hide the smile that had subconsciously appeared on his face . 
 
   …
 
   As the number of monsters appearing in the cities increased, mankind began developing specialised countermeasures to deal with them . 
 
   They developed new weapons for the different types of monsters, and created certain rules of engagement and manuals for each type of monster . 
 
   The same was true for Ogres . 
 
   The French government had created the following manual to be followed in the event of an Ogre’s appearance . 
 
   First, don’t fire your weapon unless you intend to draw its attention, because automatic rifles were only able to invoke its anger without causing any damage . 
 
   Second, only try to hunt it with anti tank weapons such as anti tank rockets or anti tank mines . 
 
   


 
 
   Third, if you don’t have the above mentioned firepower, do not engage and run away as quickly as possible . 
 
   In other words, according to the manual, even dozens of soldiers with automatic rifles would only be able to flee if they were to encounter an Ogre . 
 
   That was how it was . 
 
   The terror of the monster known as the Ogre . 
 
   Kikiki!
 
   But now, these fearsome Ogres were being annihilated by a group of colorful Fire Dokkaebis . 
 
   This was literal . 
 
   The Dokkaebis were trampling the Ogres beneath their feet with the clubs in their hands . 
 
   It was truly an amazing fact . 
 
   Thud!
 
   The most surprising fact was that although these were Fire Dokkaebis, their physical strength was enormous . 
 
   Thud!
 
   Every time a Fire Dokkaebi took a step, the ground shook as though a bus fell from a cliff . 
 
   ‘The power of Seven-colored Dokkaebis has always been terrifying . ’
 
   Seven-colored Dokkaebis . 
 
   It was a legendary skill that summoned seven different colored Dokkaebis who each used a different type of magic . 
 
   ‘It’s one of Park Shin-hye’s top five spells . ’
 
   It was one of the five skills that the second in command of the Messiah Guild, Park Shin-hye, was known for . 
 
   To put it bluntly, it was overkill to use it to kill Ogres . 
 
   Originally, this was a skill that Park Shin-hye would use to hunt a boss monster, and it was actually not easy for Park Shin-hye to summon a group of Fire Dokkaebis . 
 
   In other words, she was using a blade used to kill a cow, to kill a chicken . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘By using that skill, she’s basically making a show of strength . ’
 
   Of course, she was showing this skill as a warning . 
 
   “I think this is our first meeting . I am Park Shin-hye . Are you Mr . Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   “Yes . that’s right . ”
 
   “On the behalf of the Messiah Guild, I’d like to congratulate you on the creation of the Saviour Guild . The creation was so sudden that we could only congratulate you now . ”
 
   It was a warning to those who dared to bare their fangs towards the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Along with that warning, Park Shin-hye stretched out her hand that completely fit the description of ‘dainty’ . 
 
   And Kim Woo-jin accepted the beautiful warning without avoiding it . 
 
   “Thank you . ”
 
   After shaking hands, the eyes of the two naturally turned to the Dragon Slayer who nodded and said . 
 
   “First I’d like to ask you a favor . I’d appreciate it if you didn’t speak Korean in front of me . I don’t know Korean . ”
 
   After saying this, he quickly got to the point . 
 
   “First of all, I’m sorry that I didn’t inform the Saviour Guild about this beforehand . But, the situation is urgent . As you can see, the situation is France is far worse than what was revealed to the world . The guillotine has already appeared above our heads . So I took the liberty of also asking the Messiah Guild for help . ”
 
   It wasn’t complex information that would take a long time to understand . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin responded immediately . 
 
   “In that case, is the Messiah Guild planning on attacking the dungeon?”
 
   Park Shin-hye then said . 
 
   “We have to negotiate . Dungeons aren’t things that can be attacked simply because you want to . There are many things that have to be considered . ”
 
   Then, as if he had been waiting for that, the Dragon Slayer said . 
 
   “Well, that’s what your two guilds will need to negotiate with the French government, so I will get out of the way . ”
 
   It was then . 
 
   Woowoong!
 
   The smartphone in Kim Woo-jin’s pocket vibrated, signalling that he had received a message, and he bowed his head to them and asked to be excused . 
 
   “Please excuse my manners . ”
 
   Then he checked the message he received before frowning . 
 
   Immediately afterwards, he opened the web browser on his phone and checked a news portal website . 
 
   Then he saw it . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild vs the Saviour Guild . Clash over the 7 Floor dungeon . ]
 
   [Who will save the world first?]
 
   News articles filled the website . 
 
   After confirming the text, Kim Woo-jin said . 
 
   “Now that the situation has changed, I’ll need to talk to the Master before revealing the Saviour Guild’s position . ”
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   The news quickly spread around the world . 
 
   [The two great guilds compete for the 7 Floor dungeon in France!]
 
   [Is this the first round between the Messiah Guild and Saviour Guild?]
 
   [Who will take the first step towards saving the world?]
 
   It spread so quickly that it was obvious that someone was manipulating the media . 
 
   -So the Messiah Guild and Saviour Guild are competing for the 7 Floor dungeon that appeared in France?
 
   -It’s a really nice competition made in good faith . 
 
   -Right, I’m thankful that they’re competing like this . 
 
   And the public seemed to be enjoying that fact . 
 
   There was no reason not to enjoy it . 
 
   Now, the two guilds who received the most support and love from the world were competing more actively to save the world . 
 
   -Who do you think will win the bid?
 
   ㄴThe Messiah Guild definitely has an edge . The reputation they’ve built up so far is on a completely different level . 
 
   
 
 
   ㄴI’m not sure about that . The Saviour Guild cleared the 7 Floor dungeon faster, didn’t they?
 
   Basically, everyone was wondering who would come out on top between the two guilds . 
 
   In other words, it was a big event that was bound to be well received . 
 
   It was literally an event . 
 
   “We suffered a bit . ”
 
   An event that didn’t occur naturally, but was organised by someone . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild’s press team really did a good job . ”
 
   Upon realising this fact, Oh Se-chan’s subordinate could only scratch his head embarrassedly as he muttered . 
 
   “I didn’t expect them to secretly prepare like this . It seems that they’re really determined this time . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan responded simply . 
 
   “This is a matter of life and death, so they would obviously be determined . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan was calm as he said these words . 
 
   As he’d said, it was natural that the Messiah Guild had no choice but to do something like this, and there had been no flaws in their actions . 
 
   And since the dice had already been thrown, what had happened couldn’t be helped . 
 
   Since that was the case, it was better to think about something else instead of the dice . 
 
   “So does this look like a trick?”
 
   First of all, Oh Se-chan wanted to know whether the Messiah Guild was truly willing to attack the A- rank dungeon that appeared in France . 
 
   “We’re still trying to confirm it, but it seems to be genuine . Among the 7 Floor dungeons that have appeared so far, the A- ranked dungeon in France is the highest . Unless an A+ ranked 7 Floor dungeon appears, it’s unlikely that they’d change targets . ”
 
   And according to their investigations, the Messiah Guild was truly determined to attack the dungeon . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “First of all, in this situation, wouldn’t the team that obtains the right to attack get a step ahead?”
 
   This was because it was worth it . 
 
   After all, the public’s attention was already locked onto this confrontation between the Messiah Guild and the Saviour Guild . 
 
   And in such a situation, the value of being one step ahead of the other could not be put into words . 
 
   There were currently countless powers and capitalists weighing the situation at the moment . 
 
   “It’s also a matter of face . The Messiah Guild would never be the challenger . ”
 
   More importantly, the Messiah Guild was the champion . 
 
   A champion who never had any challengers!
 
   In such a situation, not only had a challenger appear, but they had even hit them, so would they leave this challenger alone?
 
   “They’re not good people in the first place . ”
 
   Moreover, the Messiah Guild was one that would do anything possible to safeguard their values . 
 
   The expression radical was not enough to describe them . 
 
   From the Messiah Guild’s perspective, this was a good opportunity for them to trample the Saviour Guild . 
 
   “They would never let it end easily . ”
 
   So they would naturally face the Saviour Guild with their full power . 
 
   


 
 
   “Well, we didn’t intend to let it end easily either . ”
 
   Of course, the Saviour Guild didn’t intend to stay put either . 
 
   “Now then, let’s start lobbying . ”
 
   Along with those words, Oh Se-chan, who had just risen from his seat, had a smile similar to a fisherman who had confirmed that the fish had bitten his bait . 
 
   …
 
   Who were the owners of the dungeon gates?
 
   If you were to ask one hundred people on the street this question, they would all give the same answer . 
 
   They belong to the government . 
 
   And that answer was true . 
 
   However, if you were to then ask them how the government distributes the rights to the dungeons, most of them would not be able to answer . 
 
   Some of them would mention the bidding system and say that the one who offered the most would win the bid . 
 
   But that wasn’t true . 
 
   Most countries did indeed use the bidding system, but the ones with the higher bid wouldn’t necessarily win . 
 
   Therefore, it wasn’t enough to say that the rights to the dungeons were determined by the bidding system . 
 
   “Actually, it’s more of a screening than a bidding system . ”
 
   If a name had to be given to it, it would be more appropriate to call it a screening system . 
 
   But there wasn’t any clear indication anywhere on the screening criteria . 
 
   “Naturally, it’s those government officials who set the standards . ”
 
   In other words, it was up to the government . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was no problem to bid for any dungeon as long as the dungeon wanted you to do so .  
 
   It was the same for 7 Floor dungeons . 
 
   When the Saviour Guild demanded a higher price to attack the dungeon, the Messiah Guild expressed its willingness to attack, and the Saviour Guild later revealed its willingness to attack as well . 
 
   In response to that, the French government said that they would select and announce the winning bidder after their internal consultations . 
 
   The consultation period was quite long . 
 
   “So they’re going to give it to the kid who acts the cutest in front of them?”
 
   This was done so that the two guilds could properly display their sincerity during the consultation process . 
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah then shook his head and said . 
 
   “If you had accepted it from the start then you would have cleared the dungeon and gotten the Death Knight skill instead of having to go through all of this, right?”
 
   The look in Lee Jin-ah’s eyes was similar to a mother-in-law finding fault with her ugly daughter-in-law . 
 
   In addition, Lee Jin-ah’s words about Kim Woo-jin’s mistakes were correct . 
 
   If he had accepted the offer before, he would have obtained the right to clear the dungeon as well as the Death Knight skill page . 
 
   “And I could’ve enjoyed the French cuisine in the restaurant . ”
 
   Naturally, they could have also enjoyed the food that was served in the best restaurant in France . 
 
   “A free meal flew away just like that . ”
 
   And it was free!
 
   “I knew you’d messed up the moment we left . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t respond to Lee Jin-ah’s words . 
 
   Instead, he simply looked at a map on the desk while writing something with the pen in his hand . 
 
   Then Lee Jin-ah walked over to him and said . 
 
   “What’s that?”
 
   “A map of the Paris subway . ”
 
   “A subway map? Why that?”
 
   “As you said, we have to show our sincerity to the French government . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah tilted his head at those words . 
 
   “Are you going to get them to support the Saviour Guild by using the Subway Station?”
 
   “It’s more than that . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked at what he’d written before saying . 
 
   “Cleaning . ”
 
   “Cleaning? You mean cleaning the subway station of Paris, France? Holding the banner of the Saviour Guild while picking up a cigarette butt with a pair of tongs so that they’ll vote for us?”
 
   


 
 
   After saying that, Lee Jin-ah clicked his tongue . 
 
   “Hey, I, Lee Jin-ah, am a man . If you want me to fight an Ogre, I’ll do it . But I will never do something that isn’t manly!”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded simply . 
 
   “You’ll get your heart’s desire . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “What we’ll be cleaning in the subway is monsters . ”
 
   It was then . 
 
   French news took the place of the show they were watching on TV . 
 
   -21 people have been buried following the appearance of an Ogre who then destroyed the subway station, the government…
 
   Even if they couldn’t understand french, it was possible to figure out what was going on by watching the images and videos . 
 
   “So when a monster appears, we’ll go hunt them in the subway stations that could possibly collapse?”
 
   So Lee Jin-ah was able to see the scene that he would have to witness in person soon . 
 
   Then he spoke carefully . 
 
   “Why don’t we just have a signing exercise instead? I’ll work hard to get at least 10,000 people . I should have a bit of fame in France, shouldn’t I?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah said his request very earnestly . 
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin ignored Lee Jin-ah, took out his smartphone, and made a call . 
 
   “Who are you calling… huh? Huh!”
 
   And when the call was picked up immediately, question marks couldn’t help but appear on Lee Jin-ah’s face . 
 
   …
 
   When the dungeon gate first appeared, and when they first learned the characteristics of the dungeon gate, everyone couldn’t help but nervously ask a question . 
 
   “Will the subway be okay?”
 
   The more populated a city was, the more complex the subway would be, so was the subway going to be okay?
 
   Of course, it wouldn’t be okay . 
 
   The dungeon gates that appeared on subway tracks were not easy to deal with, and the monsters that appeared out of them could cause all sorts of disasters depending on their types . 
 
   There were two ways to handle this . 
 
   One way was to simply collapse the subway, the other was to shut down the areas that were difficult to manage or collapse . 
 
   These were methods used in Paris, France . 
 
   The subway of Paris, which originally had 14 routes, had changed significantly after the world became a game . 
 
   Nevertheless, there were still many stations and many problems . 
 
   And these problems only got bigger overtime . 
 
   Higher floored dungeon gates began appearing, making it hard to manage the subway properly as stronger monsters began appearing from them . 
 
   Eventually, the French government made an announcement on October 29th, 2024 . 
 
   [Use of the Paris subway has stopped!]
 
   [A major monster sweeping exercise has been initiated!]
 
   [It will not stop until all the monsters and dungeon gates have been cleared!]
 
   It was the moment when the iron horses of France, which had been running for more than a century, stopped . 
 
   The French government then commissioned each guild to clean up the monsters in the Paris subway . 
 
   [The French Guild Federation has difficulties negotiating with the French government!]
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   [The French Guild Federation demands more reliable treatment!]
 
   But the French guilds demanded a higher price from the French government . 
 
   The French guilds, who had already passed the point of no return, intended to use this opportunity to drive a wedge . 
 
   -Those sons of bitches! They’re threatening the French government with the lives of French people!
 
   -Dammit! Is there anything we can do? Can’t we ask the players from Italy or Germany for help?
 
   ㄴThey’re all a part of the European Guild Alliance so they’re all the same!
 
   The French people’s opposition naturally skyrocketed, but there was truly nothing that they could do about it . 
 
   Then a sudden reversal occurred . 
 
   [The Saviour Guild begins sweeping the monsters in the Paris subway!]
 
   [The Saviour Guild becomes France’s saviours!]
 
   The Saviour Guild began cleaning the Paris Subway . 
 
   Of course, everyone knew why they were doing this . 
 
   -Is this how they are bidding for the dungeon?
 
   To step over the Messiah Guild and obtain the rights to the dungeon . 
 
   -What a refreshing sight . 
 
   -So there is a guild in the world that deals with monsters in order to bid for dungeons . 
 
   Of course, from the perspective of an ordinary person, it was truly an admirable act . 
 
   In particular, the reactions of the French citizens, who were dealing with a major crisis due to the guilds’ strike, was particularly intense . 
 
   -Those French guild bastards aren’t even worth half of the Saviour Guild!
 
   -Bring the Saviour Guild to France!
 
   -This is how it should be done! Just give the management rights to all of our dungeons over to the Saviour Guild!
 
   They protested heavily against the French guilds while also praising the Saviour Guild . 
 
   Of course, there were still some who tried to make rational judgements about the situation . 
 
   [Can the Saviour Guild really clean up the Paris subway?]
 
   [Cleaning the subway is different from a dungeon attack!]
 
   No one disregarded the Saviour Guild’s capabilities, but wiping out the monsters in the subway was definitely different to clearing a dungeon . 
 
   In fact, unlike dungeons, there were many cases in history where people died in subways because the tunnel collapsed or other such accidents . 
 
   The enclosed space of a subway was not like the open and wide environments in dungeons which would allow them to use their abilities as they pleased . 
 
   -By the way, does the Saviour Guild even know anything about the Paris subway?
 
   -Is there anyone among them who even likes Paris cuisine?
 
   More importantly, it would definitely be a problem if they were to try something like that in Paris when there weren’t even any French members in the Saviour Guild . 
 
   The public opinion that it was just an unreasonable attempt in order to win the bid for the dungeon began to increase . 
 
   Of course, this public opinion didn’t last very long . 
 
   The moment one name appeared, everyone accepted the fact that it was possible . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin makes an appearance!]
 
   [Kim Woo-jin, “I alone am enough to clear the subway”!]
 
   It was the player who was most likely to perfectly clear the subway . 
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   In a dark tunnel that would be considered a tunnel to hell if it weren’t for the train tracks that had been laid on the floor . 
 
   Crik! Crik!
 
   A small caterpillar robot was moving with its lights on . 
 
   This robot had several cameras built into its body . 
 
   It was due to this . 
 
   -This is hell, isn’t it?
 
   -This is insane . 
 
   -This doesn’t make sense . 
 
   That the people on the other side, who were watching this scene from Paris, France, were able to witness a terrifying sight in real time . 
 
   It was a hell-like scene . 
 
   -I’ve never seen so many dead monsters . 
 
   The sight of various monsters of all kinds dying with eyes rolled back and faces filled with pain was hard to explain in words other than the word ‘hell’ . 
 
   -I never thought there would be a day when I’d be able to watch something like this on Youtube . 
 
   
 
 
   -We don’t even need to watch those lousy monster movies anymore . 
 
   Such a sight was being broadcasted to the entire world in real time through Youtube’s live streaming function . 
 
   Naturally, the number of viewers was indescribable .  
 
   And the shock that these viewers were currently feeling was also beyond description . 
 
   “Incredible . ”
 
   Among these viewers was Oh Se-chan and his subordinates . 
 
   “I never expected Kim Woo-jin’s abilities to be this…’
 
   Although they were Kim Woo-jin’s closest confidantes, this was their first time truly witnessing what Kim Woo-jin was capable of . 
 
   “It was already amazing that time in California, but it’s on a completely different level when in an enclosed space . ”
 
   Moreover, what Kim Woo-jin was showing now was much more intense than the monster hunt he showed last time in California . 
 
   “If it was a battle before, doesn’t it feel like a real clean up now?”
 
   In this case, it was so one-sided that it couldn’t even be called a battle . 
 
   When Kim Woo-jin released his poison, the enclosed space became filled very quickly, and the monsters, who couldn’t handle it, died . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It would be strange if it wasn’t intense . 
 
   “His image will certainly be imprinted . 
 
   In any case, it was the best performance with which to impress the presence of Kim Woo-jin and the Saviour Guild to the French citizens . 
 
   In addition to gaining the recognition of the French people, he was also proving that the Saviour Guild, with the help of Kim Woo-jin, did not lack the ability to clear an A- rank dungeon . 
 
   “Do you think so too, Boss?”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Oh Se-chan seemed surprised by his subordinate’s question . 
 
   It seemed he hadn’t even heard the question at all . 
 
   “What did you say?”
 
   Tilting their head at the question, the subordinate changed their question and asked again . 
 
   “What are you looking at?”
 
   What was taking so much of Oh Se-chan’s attention at such an important moment?
 
   Oh Se-chan answered the question without hesitation . 
 
   “Donation money . ”
 
   As he gave this answer, Oh Se-chan had the brightest and most innocent smile he’d ever displayed before . 
 
   Even his subordinates had never seen him smile so brightly . 
 
   So when faced with that smile, the minds of his subordinates couldn’t help but go blank for a moment . 
 
   After finally regaining their senses, one of the subordinates couldn’t help but ask . 
 
   “Is donation money really important right now?”
 
   Oh Se-chan nodded firmly in response . 
 
   “Of course it is . ”
 
   His subordinates couldn’t help but frown at the response that was given without hesitation . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild is more likely to win the bid anyway . ”
 
   However, they were all surprised by the words that came after . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “What does that…”
 
   On the other hand, Oh Se-chan explained as though it was nothing important . 
 
   “Isn’t it obvious? The Messiah Guild and Saviour Guild are in completely different weight classes . It’s possible that they’ve already finished their negotiations with the French government . That’s probably why Park Shin-hye is there . ”
 
   It was then . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Breaking news!”
 
   One of the subordinates, who was monitoring another situation, shouted out . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild has established a branch in Paris, France!”
 
   Those words shocked Oh Se-chan’s subordinates, but Oh Se-chan himself nodded as though he expected it to happen . 
 
   “As expected of the Messiah Guild, they’re so big that they can organise the situation easily . ”
 
   One of his subordinates couldn’t take it, and asked . 
 
   “If it continues like this, won’t we lose the bid for the dungeon?”
 
   The establishment of a branch meant that the Messiah Guild were planting their will here, and for the French people, it was completely different from simply cleaning the subway . 
 
   Naturally, the bid was also more likely to be obtained by the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Oh Se-chan nodded in agreement . 
 
   “Right, we’ll probably lose the A- rank dungeon to them . ”
 
   As he said those words, Oh Se-chan got up from his seat . 
 
   “What can we do about it? When hunting rabbits, sometimes you miss your shot and lose them . Isn’t that so?”
 
   These calm words caused the expressions of his subordinates to stiffen . 
 
   The atmosphere in the room also became cold . 
 
   But Oh Se-chan’s mood was different . 
 
   ‘This will hold the Messiah Guild back . ’
 
   …
 
   “It’s a monster corpse!”
 
   People wearing protective clothing were lifting monster corpses up the stairs to the subway station one after the other . 
 
   “I didn’t think you could just pick up monster corpses like this . ”
 
   “It’s terrifying . ”
 
   The corpses of these monsters that were being carried out didn’t have a single injury, and those who were carrying them couldn’t help but be tongue tied by this fact . 
 
   Suddenly . 
 
   “Uh!”
 
   “Th-, there!”
 
   In this chaotic situation, a man who, unlike the others, was not wearing a protective suit, could be seen walking out . 
 
   “He’s coming out!”
 
   “Right! That’s Kim Woo-jin!”
 
   It was the moment when Kim Woo-jin, the person who had created this ridiculous scene, showed up . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   But no one cheered for him . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   Instead, only the sound of saliva being swallowed could be heard from the crowd . 
 
   This was to be expected . 
 
   After all, it would be very hard for a rabbit to cheer after witnessing a lion’s successful hunt . 
 
   In the midst of such tension, Kim Woo-jin simply brushed the dust from his body and kept moving without saying a word . 
 
   Crik!
 
   Meanwhile, a row of luxurious Range Rovers pulled up .  
 
   One of the vehicle’s doors opened up, and Kim Woo-jin boarded it without hesitation . 
 
   “Good job . ”
 
   Then the Dragon Slayer, wearing a nice suit and no glasses welcomed him .  
 
   However, the ridicule that was clear in the Dragon Slayer’s expression and voice showed that he wasn’t actually welcoming him . 
 
   “It was for naught . ”
 
   The Dragon Slayer got to the point immediately . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild has established a branch in France . The French government will naturally look at the situation afterwards, but frankly, it’s already settled . The dungeon will go to the Messiah Guild . The Saviour Guild lost the dungeon to the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   Along with those words, the Dragon Slayer picked up an envelope from the seat beside Kim Woo-jin before handing it over . 
 
   “This is the price I promised . ”
 
   Instead of answering him, Kim Woo-jin opened the envelope . 
 
   Then he found a sheet of golden paper inside . 
 
   [Death Knight]
 
   – Conditions: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   – Required Level: 200 or higher
 
   – Effect: Can turn a Skeleton Knight, who has hunted 44,444 monsters into a Death Knight . 
 
   Death Knight . 
 
   The worst and strongest among all the undead soldiers .  
 
   The Dragon Slayer then spoke as Kim Woo-jin put the skill page back into the envelope without a word . 
 
   “Isaac is smart too . To be able to get the skill page without attacking the dungeon on the condition of leaving it to the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   It was a simple deal . 
 
   The Dragon Slayer needed someone to attack the A- rank dungeon in his stead, so Kim Woo-jin made a suggestion to him . 
 
   Let’s leave it to the Messiah Guild . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Then, since the Messiah Guild will pay a bigger price to get it above us, you will give us the Death Knight skill page . 
 
   “We didn’t need to do it anyway . ”
 
   It wasn’t a bad suggestion for the Dragon Slayer, and the result wasn’t very bad either .  
 
   The establishment of a Messiah Guild branch in France was the best scenario for the French government to turn around the turbulent situation . 
 
   “But the Saviour Guild’s reputation will take a hit . ”
 
   Of course, it was inevitable that the Saviour Guild’s reputation would fall below the Messiah Guild’s for a while . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded to the Dragon Slayer, who pointed out that fact . 
 
   “It can’t be helped . ”
 
   It was then . 
 
   The smartphone in the Dragon Slayer’s breast pocket began playing a song by Edith Fiat(1) . 
 
   The subsequent phone call was short . 
 
   After finishing his call, the Dragon Slayer spoke to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “The French government announced breaking news . The contents of it was that they’d be giving the chance to attack the 7 Floor dungeon located in Bordeaux, to the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   After that, Kim Woo-jin took out his own smartphone and looked for the news article . 
 
   [The French Government selects the Messiah Guild as the successful bidder for the dungeon!]
 
   As the Dragon Slayer had said, it had been officially declared by the French government . 
 
   “It has been nailed in . The nails can no longer be removed . ”
 
   Now, it couldn’t be undone . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded at that fact . 
 
   “There’s nothing we can do . We just have to do better next time . ”
 
   The Dragon Slayer smiled at his relaxed appearance . 
 
   The music began to flow from the Dragon Slayer’s chest once again, and the Dragon Slayer answered the phone with ease .  
 
   However, it didn’t take long for the Dragon Slayer’s expression to harden . 
 
   Before long, the Dragon Slayer spoke with his smartphone still on . 
 
   “Did you know there was an A+ rank 7 Floor dungeon in England?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t answer the question . 
 
   ‘It’s that greedy Lightning King’s legacy . ’
 
   It was none other than one of the treasures he’d hidden away . 
 
   ‘And Excalibur is inside . ’
 
   And what was inside of it was simply ridiculous . 
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   Over time, the value of legendary grade items had increased beyond description . 
 
   And the value of A+ rank dungeons, where one had a high chance of obtaining them, also increased beyond description . 
 
   Naturally, the number of people who secretly possessed A+ ranked dungeons also increased steadily . 
 
   The Lightning King was one of them . 
 
   No, it was inevitable . 
 
   “The scariest thing about the Lightning King’s Thunderbird, was the fact that there were no better partners than them when it came to doing something illegal . ”
 
   In order to possess a dungeon, and be somewhat of a dungeon broker, one first needed the ability to deal with the monsters coming out of the dungeon, and the ability to remove the evidence afterwards . 
 
   When it came to 1 and 2 Floor dungeons, this wasn’t much of a problem since these dungeons could be killed with normal assault rifles . 
 
   However, 5 Floor dungeons and above were naturally different stories .  
 
   When the Ogres had appeared in Paris, France, they needed to use anti-tank mines and anti-tank rockets to deal with them . 
 
   “Because Thunderbird could even give you an Apache helicopter as long as you could afford it . ”
 
   Thunderbird was the only place in the world where one could use such a level of military power privately . 
 
   “More importantly, the Lightning King was not negligent when it came to building connections . ”
 
   
 
 
   In addition, by using Thunderbird, the Lightning King was able to create connections with many powerful people around the world . 
 
   “And his connection with the United Kingdom was particularly deep . ”
 
   the United Kingdom was also among them . 
 
   Just like Japan, when the world was transformed to a game, the United Kingdom also feared isolation, which was one of the limitations to being an island . 
 
   Furthermore, by 2020, when the world became a game, the United Kingdom had already left the European Union . (TL: the author said the ‘eurozone’ but the UK was never a part of the eurozone so I changed it accordingly)
 
   With its political and economic relations with mainland Europe entering a delicate stage, the United Kingdom sought to secure a new route of activity and a new stronghold . (TL: Just gonna use ‘the UK’ from now on…)
 
   And they chose Thunderbird as their partner in the process . 
 
   “In fact, they’ve already established a territory for the UK in Brazil . Although it was just a verbal agreement . ”
 
   For the UK the region of South and Central America, where the government function had been practically paralysed, was bound to be very attractive . 
 
   In any case, the Lightning King had become deeply connected with the UK and had even planted a number of his own subordinates there . 
 
   “With such a strong relationship, the Lightning King was pretty lucky to get his hands on a treasure chest . ”
 
   And because of this, the Lightning King was able to acquire a treasure chest that appeared in the UK . 
 
   “A+ rank 7 Floor dungeon, Land of Dragons . ”
 
   A treasure chest where the chance of obtaining a legendary item was almost guaranteed . 
 
   “The moment he found the dungeon, he bribed the official in charge and hid it as a C rank 5 Floor Dungeon . ”
 
   After hiding it, he simply waited for the time when he was strong enough to clear it himself . 
 
   “I’m truly grateful for the inheritance the Lightning King left behind . ”
 
   However, the Lightning King had died, so the dungeon naturally fell into the hands of Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “But it’s really not easy to inherit . ”
 
   The problem was that it wasn’t possible to inherit it naturally from Kim Woo-jin’s perspective . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   There were only two options . 
 
   “Well, we could attack it secretly, but…”
 
   One was to attack it secretly . 
 
   “The merit is low . ”
 
   Unfortunately, there were many problems that came with attacking the dungeon secretly . 
 
   Firstly, it would be impossible to release the information to the public . 
 
   Regardless of whether the Lightning King was the one who hid it or not, the dungeon was without a doubt a British asset . 
 
   “On the other hand, it’s very risky . ”
 
   If they were to be discovered, it would certainly be a large blemish on the Saviour Guild’s reputation . 
 
   “An open flaw for at least two months would not be ignored . ”
 
   More importantly, the Messiah Guild would definitely not miss the flaw created by attacking the dungeon . 
 
   It was the same as showing a weakness to a strong predator . 
 
   “The other option is to reveal it to the public and bid for it . ”
 
   If not, then there was only one other option . 
 
   Inform the world about the dungeons existence and take the proper steps to acquire it . 
 
   In other words, win the bid through the bidding system . 
 
   Of course, even with this option, the Messiah Guild would not stay still . 
 
   “But this way is more complicated . The Messiah Guild would be really determined . ”
 
   Rather, it was obvious that their eyes would light up with desire and they would rush to bid for it . 
 
   It was to be expected . 
 
   “Even if the opponent wasn’t the Saviour Guild . ”
 
   Symbolism aside, the merit of this dungeon was too large . 
 
   A Dragon, a creature that was infinitely more powerful than the Hatchling, had a value that was second only to or maybe even more than that of a legendary item by itself . 
 
   “And if we follow the standard method, the Saviour Guild would never beat the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   What was very clear to the Saviour Guild was that they had no hope of competing against the Messiah Guild head to head . 
 
   That was why they needed to play a trick . 
 
   They made the Messiah Guild sink their teeth into a large catch so that they would be unable to catch any other prey . 
 
   “And that’s everything that’s happened so far . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah quietly glanced at the golden skill page resting on the table while listening to Kim Woo-jin’s explanation . 
 
   “Then was obtaining this Death Knight skill page also part of the plan?”
 
   “I was just lucky . ”
 
   At that moment, Lee Jin-ah once again came to a realisation . 
 
   ‘I can never borrow money from the guy . I’m never going to owe him anything . ’
 
   One should never obtain Kim Woo-jin’s resentment . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin then spoke to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Now, let me explain the next plan . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “The next plan? Aren’t we just attacking the dungeon?”
 
   “Then the profit wouldn’t be too big . ”
 
   “Profit?”
 
   “If you can suck it out, you have to aim for the marrow . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but feel that Kim Woo-jin was the most frightening and dangerous hunting dog . 
 
   …
 
   [The Messiah Guild is set to attack the A- rank!]
 
   [The Messiah Guild beats the Saviour Guild in the competition for the bid!]
 
   [The French government does the Messiah Guild a favor!]
 
   Just as the news of the Messiah Guild’s victory spread around the world…
 
   [A 7 Floor dungeon appears in the North York Moors National Park in the UK!]
 
   [The Dungeon is A+ rank!]
 
   As if it had been waiting for that moment, the news of the appearance of an A+ rank 7 Floor dungeon was made known to the world . 
 
   [The Saviour Guild bids for the dungeon in the UK!]
 
   [Kim Woo-jin is dispatched to the UK as the Saviour Guild’s representative!]
 
   Soon after, the news of the Saviour Guild’s bid appeared . 
 
   The meaning of this was simple . 
 
   -Wow, this is how it happens . 
 
   -If it’s like this, then the Saviour Guild will probably win the bid for the UK dungeon . 
 
   -It can’t be helped since the Messiah Guild has to attack the dungeon in France . 
 
   -The Saviour Guild is being helped by the heavens . 
 
   That this was the best opportunity for the Saviour Guild . 
 
   And that it was the Messiah Guild’s bad luck . 
 
   “This is such a headache . It’s driving me crazy . ”
 
   The expression on Park Shin-hye’s face was definitely not good .  
 
   Her expression alone was probably enough to kill a weak willed person . 
 
   But even with that look on her face, she didn’t vent her anger . 
 
   This was because although she was extremely angry at that moment, she knew that nothing good would come from losing her composure . 
 
   “Tell me, is there any way for us to stop the Saviour Guild?”
 
   Furthermore, she knew that the most important thing at that moment was to figure out a way to prevent the Saviour Guild from obtaining the right to attack the dungeon . 
 
   At her question, one of her subordinates who had gone to France with her spoke up . 
 
   “Currently, we are communicating with the remaining four of the top five guilds . ”
 
   “Communicating?”
 
   “To get them to bid for the UK dungeon . If they are given numerous candidates to choose from, the UK government will have no choice but to take some time to decide . The more candidates that step forward, the longer this screening will take . ”
 
   Park Shin-hye pointed with her chin, gesturing for the subordinate to continue . 
 
   Therefore, the subordinate didn’t stop . 
 
   “We would at least be able to buy some time . I believe we can make it take up to a month at best . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was a reasonably smart method . 
 
   As her subordinate had said, since the dungeon had appeared officially, it now belonged to the UK government, and the UK government would have no choice but to carry out a bid for the dungeon following normal procedures . 
 
   “The problem is…”
 
   Of course, there was a fatal problem with that plan . 
 
   “Whether they can attack a 5 Floor dungeon or not . ”
 
   Currently, apart from the Messiah Guild, the members of the top five guilds had never attacked a 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   So common sense dictated that it was incredibly reckless for them to attack an A+ rank 7 Floor dungeon from the start . 
 
   “Communicate with them properly . If necessary, use our insiders to let it flow more smoothly . ”
 
   But that wasn’t something that the Messiah Guild had to keep in mind . 
 
   “If necessary, make them join forces . ”
 
   After all, the four guilds could join forces to form an allied team . 
 
   “And if possible, include us as well . ”
 
   If the Messiah Guild also decided to participate, then it would become an alliance formed by the top five guilds . Something that would definitely be able to compete against the Saviour Guild . 
 
   “It doesn’t matter how you get it done . ”
 
   Even if it failed, it was something to consider after it failed . 
 
   Now was the time for them to do everything they could . 
 
   “Do whatever you can to stop the Saviour Guild from attacking that dungeon . ”
 
   ‘We can’t destroy the tower that we took so long to build . ”
 
   At this rate, the tower that the Messiah Guild had barely managed to build might very well collapse . 
 
   “Th-, there…”
 
   “What is it?”
 
   “The Saviour Guild just made an announcement . ”
 
   The Saviour Guild responded to her resolute determination . 
 
   “What announcement?”
 
   “They’re recruiting participants to attack the dungeon with them . ”
 
   …
 
   The day after the Land of Dragon’s Dungeon appeared, the Saviour Guild declared their bid . 
 
   [The Saviour Guild is recruiting participants to help them attack the dungeon!]
 
   [They are recruiting as much as 400 people, 80% of the maximum number of entries!]
 
   And the next day, the Saviour Guild released news that they would be recruiting people to attack the dungeon . 
 
   Naturally, everyone was surprised by the unexpected news . 
 
   Then Isaac Ivanov spoke to them directly via a Youtube live broadcast . 
 
   “The appearance of this 7 Floor dungeon is said to be an opportunity given to the Saviour Guild by the heavens . I will not deny that . That is why we will do our best to attack this dungeon perfectly . For this reason, we are recruiting players to assist us this time . After going through our screening and evaluation, anyone is welcomed to help us clear this 7 Floor dungeon perfectly . ”
 
   This was an opportunity given to them by heaven, so they would complete it perfectly . 
 
   “And after clearing this dungeon, we will immediately target 8 Floor dungeons in the new year!”
 
   And in the year 2025, the Saviour Guild would head to a higher floor . 
 
   -As expected of Isaac Ivanov! Perfect!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   -Right, this is how a saviour should be . 
 
   -This is better than recklessness!
 
   The public was understandably enthusiastic about this fact . 
 
   Some even had a certain thought . 
 
   -It’s an opportunity for those who never got the chance to attack a 7 Floor dungeon to gain the title . 
 
   -It’s a bus, a bus . A 7 Floor attack bus!
 
   Those who had never gotten the opportunity to even attack a 7 Floor dungeon would get the golden opportunity to follow Isaac Ivanov and clear one . 
 
   -There aren’t any guys who’re planning to step on the bus for free, are there? You’d better pay for your ticket accordingly . 
 
   -I think they should at least offer a legendary item . 
 
   There was even the public opinion that the applicants should pay participation fees regardless of their abilities . 
 
   What was more surprising was that this wasn’t taken as a joke . 
 
   In fact, the big guilds who were faced with this situation, had the same thought as the public opinion . 
 
   “This is a great opportunity . In addition to being able to clear a 7 Floor dungeon, it’s a good chance for us to grasp the Saviour Guild’s power . ”
 
   “The opportunity to safely attack a 7 Floor dungeon does not come often . ”
 
   It was an opportunity for them to experience the peak of 7 Floors when no guild other than the Messiah Guild and Saviour Guild had been able to clear it . 
 
   And it was an opportunity that one wouldn’t be able to buy even if they had money . 
 
   “It’s not just about skill . You also have to show your sincerity . ”
 
   “You have to show a certain level of sincerity . ”
 
   So they had no choice but to somehow pay for this thing that couldn’t be bought even with money . 
 
   Naturally, there was something they could use to pay for it . 
 
   Legendary items!
 
   Isaac Ivanov didn’t tell them that it was necessary to show their sincerity . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov also didn’t ask for a price . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov said he would willingly save the world no matter the cost, but I’m different . ”
 
   But Kim Woo-jin was different . 
 
   In the meeting with the representatives of the large guilds, Kim Woo-jin told them clearly . 
 
   “I only believe in sincerity that I can see with my own eyes . Ah, and you know that this is a relative evaluation, don’t you? So don’t forget to show sincerity that’s better than your competitors . ”
 
   Pay the entry fee . 
 
   “And you should avoid standing out in the bidding process for no reason . ”
 
   Of course, he didn’t forget to threaten them at the same time . 
 
   The effect was obvious . 
 
   [The Kunlun Guild gives up the bid!]
 
   [The Frontier Guild gives up the bid!]
 
   Of the top five guilds, no one dared to bid against the Saviour Guild when all the other guilds, except the Messiah Guild, wished to ride the Saviour Guild’s bus, so they immediately announced their decisions through the media . 
 
   Naturally, the UK government only had one decision to make in this situation . 
 
   [The UK government selects the Saviour Guild as the bidder for the Land of Dragons Dungeon!]
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   The Saviour Guild had been recruiting participants for a week . 
 
   [The Kunlun Guild will join the Saviour Guild to take on the dungeon!]
 
   [80 players from the Kunlun Guild will participate in the dungeon attack!]
 
   The Kunlun Guild was the first passenger on the ship named the Saviour Guild . 
 
   “Achilles’ Armor is more than enough to earn a ticket . ”
 
   The sincerity that the Kunlun Guild showed was none other than Achilles’ Armor . 
 
   It was a sure price that allowed them to not have to worry about other people’s sincerity, and the Saviour Guild was more than willing to accept it . 
 
   In addition, the sincerity displayed by the Kunlun Guild set the standard for the other guilds to follow . 
 
   It should at least be on the level of Achilles’ Armor!
 
   [80 players from the Frontier Guild prepare to attack the 7 Floor dungeon!]
 
   The first to follow this standard was the Frontier Guild . 
 
   “Cuhullin’s(1) Helmet, a great item . ”
 
   They became the second passenger aboard the ship by presenting Cuhullin’s Helmet, an item comparable to Achilles’ Armor . 
 
   
 
 
   On the other hand, the third passenger was different . 
 
   [70 members of the Victoria Guild have been confirmed to participate!]
 
   [A UK guild will be the first European Guild to challenge a 7 Floor dungeon!]
 
   The Victoria Guild . 
 
   This was the guild considered to be the best in the UK . 
 
   But this group, whose reputation was in no way comparable to that of the five great guilds were able to become the third passengers on the ship without needing to pay a significant price . 
 
   The reason for this was simple . 
 
   They were being fully supported by the UK government .  
 
   When they were offering the bid for this dungeon which had appeared in their territory, the UK government made a condition that their own guilds and players would have the opportunity to engrave their names on this challenge . A condition that the Saviour Guild accepted . 
 
   The fourth passenger was chosen immediately after . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   [80 members of the Great One Guild have been confirmed to participate!]
 
   [Three of the four remaining top five guilds have confirmed their participation!]
 
   The Great One Guild was the fourth passenger . 
 
   “Hector’s(2) Bronze Armor . You’ve offered a pretty strong piece of armor . ”
 
   The price they paid was the bronze armor belonging to the Guardian of Troy, Hector . 
 
   This, too, was a fee that was in no way lacking . 
 
   Furthermore, the Great One Guild even took it a step further . 
 
   [Trinity will directly participate in the dungeon attack!]
 
   The Guild Master of the Great One Guild and one of the best players in the world, Trinity . 
 
   She was going to personally participate in the dungeon attack . 
 
   It was a declaration that they weren’t willing to just be sidekicks, and that they would also become the main characters if given the opportunity . 
 
   In any case, it was a wise move in many ways . 
 
   [Now there is only one seat left!]
 
   [Which guild will claim the last seat?]
 
   In the competition for the last spot, it was certain that the participants would have to pay a higher price than Hector’s Armor . 
 
   This was obvious . 
 
   Now that there was just one spot left, countless guilds were rushing to give a higher price than their competitors . 
 
   The competition was definitely bound to intensify . 
 
   -Who will it be?
 
   -Naturally, it’ll be one of the top five guilds . 
 
   -It’s impossible for the other large guilds to even dream of overcoming the top five . 
 
   -Won’t one of the top five take the spot?
 
   The world focused its attention on who the last passenger would turn out to be . 
 
   Then, the last participant was decided . 
 
   [70 players from the Messiah Guild will participate . ]
 
   The Messiah Guild had become the last passenger . 
 
   …
 
   There was a warehouse in Liverpool, England . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   In this warehouse, which was so old that it could no longer be used, Kim Woo-jin was measuring the sizes of a Skeleton Knight in front of him . 
 
   Slam!
 
   Then someone rushed in . 
 
   This person, Lee Jin-ah, whose face was currently so fierce that someone’s heart would stop just from looking at him, shouted out angrily as soon as he walked in . 
 
   “Hey, Kim Woo-jin! Are you insane? Does it make sense to accept the Messiah Guild as the last participant?”
 
   The reason for this was none other than an article he’d just seen . (TL: fun fact that I’m not sure I pointed out before… ‘article’ and ‘knight’ are actually the same word ^-^)
 
   An article that claimed the Messiah Guild to be the last passenger aboard the Saviour Guild’s ship headed for the Land of Dragons Dungeon . 
 
   “And you didn’t tell me about it!”
 
   Naturally, Lee Jin-ah, who hadn’t received any word about this couldn’t but be shocked . 
 
   “I rushed over here before I couldn’t even finish eating my McDonald’s fries because of you!”
 
   He was so shocked that he immediately ran over to find out about the situation from Kim Woo-jin, leaving behind the food he’d been eating . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, on the other hand, remained calm as he said . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild lowered their heads first and asked for a favor, it wouldn’t look good if we refused . ”
 
   “Look good?”
 
   “If we just refused them here, it would seem as though we had a bad relationship with the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   “Don’t we have a bad relationship with the Messiah Guild?”
 
   “The world doesn’t know that . ”
 
   When he heard Kim Woo-jin’s words, Lee Jin-ah made a face as if he couldn’t understand what he meant, so Kim Woo-jin decided to explain for him . 
 
   “The competition between the Messiah Guild and the Saviour Guild is similar to if two Korean national teams met each other in the finals of the Olympics . They might compete fiercely, but the losers would still be applauded by the Korean people anyway . ”
 
   It was exactly that . 
 
   The world saw the competition between the Messiah Guild and the Saviour Guild as one held in good faith . 
 
   Not only would the winner be cheered for, but even the loser would be applauded despite being second place . 
 
   “That’s why I used Youtube to make a lot of my announcements . ”
 
   It was Kim Woo-jin himself who induced this competitive atmosphere . 
 
   It was also the reason why he said he would compete to save the world first, and not that he would trample on the Messiah Guild and save the world . 
 
   “Huh? Weren’t you doing the videos on Youtube for the donations? I thought you just wanted to dance in the donation money you obtained from your fans . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin looked at Lee Jin-ah, who seemed to be extremely surprised as though he was learning the truth for the first time, before continuing . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “On the other hand, if it became a battle between Korea and Japan, the world would naturally be forced to take sides . ”
 
   In other words, if the situation changed so that they were fiercely competing against each other, the reaction towards winning and losing would certainly be different . 
 
   No matter who won, the loser would not be applauded, and the winner and loser would be extremely divided, even to the extent of wanting to kill each other . 
 
   “And if we were to become Korea and Japan, then we would certainly be Japan . Most people would choose to support the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   In that case, it was obvious that most of the people in the world would choose to side with the Messiah Guild . 
 
   After all, the Messiah Guild’s reputation, which had been accumulated over a period of five years was not something the Saviour Guild could overcome just yet . 
 
   “In particular, the Messiah Guild’s followers would definitely launch a crazy offensive . ”
 
   Furthermore, unlike the Saviour Guild, the Messiah Guild had numerous followers with unwavering beliefs . 
 
   “Being hostile towards them is the same as giving those followers a reason to become martyrs . ”
 
   If the Messiah Guild gave the order, it wouldn’t be strange for them to bit the throat of a passing old man . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had more knowledge of this than anyone else . 
 
   In any case, in such a situation, the Saviour Guild had no choice but to outwardly show that they were on good terms with the Messiah Guild, and in a sense, showing such an appearance was a boon . 
 
   “Plus, their sincerity was too good to pass up . ”
 
   Of course, the thing that stirred Kim Woo-jin’s heart the most was the price offered by the Messiah Guild . 
 
   “What did they give you?”
 
   “Galahad’s shield . ”
 
   “Is it good?”
 
   Galahad’s shield, its correct name was the Cursed Shield . 
 
   The shield’s ability was simple . 
 
   The moment you successfully block an attack, it will put a deadly curse on the enemy that attacked you .  
 
   There were many items that could give curses, and many types of curses, but Galahad’s shield was amazing in the fact that simply blocking an attack would launch a curse . 
 
   “It’s great . ”
 
   Before returning to the past, it was an item that Kim Woo-jin used quite often . 
 
   In fact, the moment it was offered, Kim Woo-jin no longer thought about refusing them . 
 
   Of course, Lee Jin-ah was different . 
 
   “No, regardless of how good it is! What will we do if they decide to work together? Don’t they have almost four times our number?”
 
   The maximum number of people who could enter the A+ rank dungeon, Land of Dragons, was 500 . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Among this group, 390 people belonged to five other guilds . (TL: The author made a series of errors here . First, if you count the numbers above you’d find that there should be 380 other players in the dungeon . Second, the author actually said ‘four guilds’ in the raw and not five . I changed the number of guilds to what it should be but I can’t change anything else unfortunately)
 
   As for the Saviour Guild, 110 of their members would be participating, so the difference between the two sides was roughly four times . 
 
   “They could betray us!”
 
   As long as the word betrayal existed in the world, it was completely unacceptable odds . 
 
   “Moreover, it’s a dungeon!”
 
   And weren’t they headed to a place where such a word was by no means rare?
 
   Kim Woo-jin replied simply to Lee Jin-ah’s concerns . 
 
   “That’s why we will show them clearly from the start . ”
 
   As he said those words, Kim Woo-jin looked at his status window . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin]
 
   – Level: 196
 
   – Halo: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   – Stats: Health(610+1629)/Stamina(2+861)/Magic Power(3+1631)
 
   – Achievements: 183
 
   – Extra points: 0
 
   Level 196 . 
 
   After measuring his level, Kim Woo-jin spoke with a burning gaze . 
 
   “Because we recruited participants to show off our strength in the first place . ”
 
   Along with those words, Kim Woo-jin took Mjolnir from his inventory and gave it to the Skeleton Knight in front of him . 
 
   …
 
   By October 31st, everything was ready . 
 
   [The D-Day for the Saviour Guild’s dungeon attack!]
 
   In front of the dungeon gate for the Land of Dragons Dungeon, the 500 players who would be participating in the dungeon attack were gathered . 
 
   And Isaac Ivanov, who was in front of them spoke slowly . 
 
   “We will clear this dungeon before the new year starts . ”
 
   That was all . 
 
   “Then let’s start our attack on the Land of Dragons Dungeon . ”
 
   And with that, the Dungeon attack began . 
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   500 people . 
 
   With such a large number, there would naturally be a long period of time between the first person to enter the dungeon and the last . 
 
   That’s why the first ones to enter the dungeon had to bear a certain amount of risk in many ways . 
 
   If there was some issue in the middle of them entering the dungeon and the ones on the outside were cut off, the people on the inside would have to face the worst case scenario . 
 
   Nevertheless, the Messiah Guild readily claimed the first position . 
 
   “We’ll enter first . ”
 
   Cho Sung-woo . 
 
   This level 233 player was the representative of the Messiah Guild’s players who were participating in the Land of Dragons Dungeon this time . 
 
   “We came here to help the Saviour Guild, so we naturally have to help . ”
 
   The order after that was the Kunlun Guild, Frontier Guild, Great One Guild, and Victoria Guild . 
 
   Naturally, the Saviour Guild took up the rear . 
 
   Such positioning was carried out smoothly . 
 
   After the Messiah Guild entered, they maintained their vigilance as they observed the surroundings and waited for the Kunlun Guild to enter . 
 
   
 
 
   Nothing special happened in the process . 
 
   As soon as the Kunlun Guild’s representative entered the dungeon, he immediately made eye contact with Cho Sung-woo instead of paying attention to the swelteringly hot jungle . 
 
   Afterwards, as soon as the representative of the Frontier Guild entered, he nodded to Cho Sung-woo after their eyes met . 
 
   “Please take care of me . ”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   Trinity, the Guild Master of The Great One Guild didn’t do anything special except for sharing a light handshake with Cho Sung-woo the moment she entered the dungeon . 
 
   Of course, that was enough . 
 
   ‘With this, our four guilds have formed an alliance . ’
 
   They had created a secret alliance without the Saviour Guild’s knowledge . 
 
   In fact, this was natural in a way . 
 
   The top five guilds had long made their own agreements with each other, respecting each other’s territories and sometimes even helping each other . 
 
   Although the Messiah Guild was incredibly outstanding, they still had their own points of contact with the other four guilds, and would not go to the extremes when competing by killing them openly . 
 
   To put it bluntly, they had voluntarily lowered their heads to the Messiah Guild, and would avert their gaze from whatever the Messiah Guild was doing as long as it didn’t outrightly affect them . 
 
   In any case, they all had their own alliances . 
 
   ‘The Saviour Guild’s weak point was the fact that they don’t have many allies . ’
 
   The Saviour Guild on the other hand stood on the opposite side of their alliance . 
 
   Except for the Messiah Guild, from the standpoint of the members of top five guilds, the Saviour Guild’s existence was quite troublesome . 
 
   Furthermore, the Saviour Guild’s value was not much different from the Messiah Guild’s . 
 
   The other four guilds didn’t necessarily like or dislike the Saviour Guild . 
 
   It was the Messiah Guild who brought up the suggestion . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   To exclude the Saviour Guild and create their own alliance in the dungeon . 
 
   ‘We’ll tolerate them for now . ’
 
   Of course, that didn’t mean they intended to do anything to the Saviour Guild with the alliance . 
 
   If there was a problem, the four guilds, including the Messiah Guild, would suffer fatal damage . 
 
   Instead, they intended to actively help the Saviour Guild as long as nothing special outside of the original purpose happened . 
 
   ‘We don’t know how powerful they are . ’
 
   Therefore, the only reason that Cho Sung-woo, who was supposed to join Lee Se-jun in the attack on the French dungeon, was to confirm the Saviour Guild’s capabilities . 
 
   “It’s the Saviour Guild!”
 
   Then the Saviour Guild began to enter after the Victoria Guild . 
 
   “That’s Park Yong-wan . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan, who was now a key figure in the Saviour Guild, was the first member to enter the dungeon . 
 
   Then, one after the other, the celebrities of the Saviour Guild began to appear . 
 
   Tension naturally appeared on the faces of those who were observing them . 
 
   On the other hand, the faces of the Saviour Guild members were quite relaxed, as though they had nothing to worry about . 
 
   ‘They’re full of confidence . ’
 
   Only the firm confidence that they would successfully clear the dungeon could be seen on their faces . 
 
   The source of this confidence soon arrived . 
 
   “It’s Isaac Ivanov!”
 
   Isaac Ivanov!
 
   As soon as he appeared, the commotion in the group immediately calmed down as everyone’s eyes became focused on one person . 
 
   There was a moment of silence . 
 
   [Kill 100,000 Guardians to proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   And in this silence, they received the notification which informed them of the condition to clear the first floor of the dungeon . 
 
   The moment they received the notification, the faces of most of the members there hardened considerably . 
 
   ‘100,000 Guardians?’
 
   ‘Isn’t this too much?’
 
   After all, this quest wasn’t to kill 100,000 normal monsters, but Dragon Guardians . 
 
   It was on a completely different level . 
 
   ‘We have to deal with a 100,000 monster army?’
 
   This task was no different from dealing with an army composed of 100,000 monsters of different kinds . 
 
   This was a completely different task compared to hunting 100,000 Goblins . 
 
   ‘This will be quite the headache . If the first floor is like this… then this A+ rank dungeon is really too much . ’
 
   Even Cho Sung-woo, who had experience with attacking 7 Floor dungeons couldn’t help but momentarily forget his mission of observing Isaac Ivanov when he saw this . 
 
   However, after seeing the notification, Isaac Ivanov simply turned to the Saviour Guild and spoke in a calm voice . 
 
   “We will go up to the second floor in three days . ”
 
   This remark caused question marks to appear above the heads of those who heard it . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Had they heard him correctly?
 
   But after realising that everyone else had the same expression, their faces became pale from shock . 
 
   [The Book of the Dead has been opened . ]
 
   And in that shock, Kim Woo-jin opened the Book of the Dead . 
 
   Then he took out a page which contained a monster from the book . 
 
   [The Undead Wizard appears . ]
 
   The lich . 
 
   This monster, which could already be considered a nightmare in 7 Floor dungeons, made its appearance . 
 
   [The Goblin Lord’s Crown, which is being worn by the Lich, exerts the power of a king . ]
 
   [The King’s Army is activated . ]
 
   [The stats of all undead monsters increased by 20% . ]
 
   Together with the Goblin Lord’s Crown . 
 
   That was the moment when the battle against the Guardian Army had transformed in a massacre . 
 
   …
 
   Guardians, the soldiers created from various types of monsters that Dragons used to protect their territories . 
 
   These Guardians were considered to be quite tricky monsters to face by the players . 
 
   The reason was simple . 
 
   They were like machines that the Dragons had personally created . 
 
   Therefore it was possible for Ogres and Goblins, who normally had a predator-prey relationship, would be able to work together in battle, to the extent that the Ogres would even sacrifice themselves for the other . 
 
   In other words, the common sense and knowledge about monsters that had been engraved on the players minds and bodies by experience were completely against Guardians . 
 
   If it was a question in an exam, it would be one that was about a different subject . 
 
   Of course, that wasn’t a problem that the players who had entered the Land of Dragons Dungeon . 
 
   “Hunt only what you can to minimize power consumption as much as possible . ”
 
   “Divide the grades, let the tanks attract the attention of the medium grade and higher monsters, and hunt the low grades first . ”
 
   “Keep the retreat signal in mind at all times, and the moment you hear the signal, follow the order without hesitation . ”
 
   The players in this dungeon were all veterans who were at least level 158 . 
 
   And just as the dungeon’s name was Land of Dragons, there were many players there who had experience hunting Dragons . 
 
   Moreover, apart from the players from the Messiah Guild and Saviour Guild, this was these players’ first time attacking a 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   “Don’t let your guards down! Remember this is only the first floor of the 7 Floor dungeon!”
 
   “Do your best . ”
 
   Although they were all filled with determination, there was no trace of carelessness . 
 
   Roar!
 
   Kyaaa!
 
   This fact was proved as they faced the Guardians of all kinds who charged towards the group of intruders after finding them . 
 
   Hihihi!
 
   Unfortunately, the army of undead, which appeared following the cry of a banshee, did not tolerate such a battle . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kyaha!
 
   Hyaha!
 
   The only thing they tolerated, was a massacre . 
 
   And that’s exactly what happened . 
 
   At one point, this undead army, which numbered around four hundred and were led by the Lich and Dullahan, went beyond the level of overwhelming as they killed every Guardian around them . 
 
   [The effect of Ruler of Battlefield stacks . ]
 
   And they were still becoming stronger over time . 
 
   Even that wasn’t the end . 
 
   “The Poison King is making his move!”
 
   “Everyone retreat!”
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin, whose fame at that moment was no longer lacking when compared to Isaac Ivanov set the stage for this undead army . 
 
   [The Blood Fog begins to spread . ]
 
   He created a stage that didn’t tolerate any living being who breathed or were made of flesh and blood, as gaining wounds on such a stage would only end badly . 
 
   [Used Bloodsucking skill . ]
 
   [Your magic power has been restored . ]
 
   And in the process, the corpses that were created by this process became materials for an even greater slaughter . 
 
   [Used Corpse Poison skill . ]
 
   Cheap materials that could be used in their entirety . 
 
   ‘He’s more terrifying than I thought . ’
 
   ‘This is unbelievable . ’
 
   The players who weren’t a part of the Saviour Guild and had never witnessed this scene couldn’t help but watch on in shock, completely speechless . 
 
   What was even more shocking was that wasn’t even all they had to show . 
 
   “I wanted to make a bet on who would be able to hunt the most monsters like back then, but it wouldn’t even work from the start . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan, who was now carrying the name of the Saviour Guild as well, also revealed his presence in this scene . 
 
   “Now, let’s get the ones the skeletons missed . ”
 
   While the undead army were fighting on the stage where the living were not allowed, the players, led by Park Yong-wan, began cleaning up the monsters who had managed to evade the range of the poison . 
 
   In this dungeon, they were determined to not give the Guardians any space . 
 
   “Follow me!”
 
   And he would maintain that will . 
 
   Durandal!
 
   With this sword in his hand, Park Yong-wan began cleaning up the monsters from the front . 
 
   ‘Is Park Yong-wan really that strong?’
 
   It was none other than Cho Sung-woo who was the most surprised by Park Yong-wan’s performance . 
 
   In truth, Cho Sung-woo always believed Park Yong-wan was weaker than him . 
 
   There was a good reason for that . 
 
   After all, wouldn’t it be strange if the Park Yong-wan, the Guild Master of the Phoenix Guild which was nothing when compared to the Messiah Guild, who was known to pursue his own selfish desires was considered to be comparable to a hero who risked their life for the world?
 
   Cho Sung-woo always thought that since their resolutions and goals were different, their power would naturally be different . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘He’s better than I expected . ’
 
   However, the performance that Park Yong-wan was now displaying on the battlefield was not lacking when compared to Cho Sung-woo . 
 
   ‘Even his men . ’
 
   Furthermore, the sight of the men following behind him was just as shocking . 
 
   Of course, there was one that was the most shocking . 
 
   “Siba!”
 
   The only man who dared to participate in a battlefield where living beings were not allowed to be . 
 
   Holding a black shield in his hand, Lee Jin-ah threw himself at the Guardians even more fiercely than the undead army . 
 
   “Shiba!”
 
   ‘Fuck! He really had to give the hardest job to me!’
 
   Of course, the reason was to put a curse on the Guardians with the Cursed Shield . 
 
   As Lee Jin-ah said, he was given the hardest task out of everyone on the battlefield . 
 
   However, this scene was quite different in the eyes of others . 
 
   “He’s pulling all of the monsters’ aggro . ”
 
   “That’s the textbook example of a tank . ”
 
   “Are there any tanks in our guild who would throw themselves into a group of monsters like that?”
 
   He was the perfect tank for Kim Woo-jin and Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “Shiba!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was the only one who dared to fight in the battlefield where other people wouldn’t dare to even breathe . 
 
   And the result was self evident . 
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers and Skeleton Wizards steadily grew stronger as the fight progressed . 
 
   [A Skeleton Knight uses the Riding skill . ]
 
   Then the monsters became corpses even faster as a Skeleton Knight managed to successfully acquire a Guardian as its mount . The Dullahan also used its own skill to also accomplish the same feat . 
 
   These corpses supplied Kim Woo-jin with blood and magic power which he then used to increase his power even further . 
 
   [Summoned a Blood Golem . ]
 
   This Blood Golem, which secretly appeared, became a powerful assassin who swept through the battlefield . 
 
   And in time, the words that were said became a reality . 
 
   [All the monsters have been hunted . ]
 
   Just as Isaac Ivanov had said, they cleared the first floor on the third day after they entered the dungeon . 
 
   [Survive for 10 days to proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   On the third day of the dungeon attack, they received the notification of the clearance requirement of the second floor . 
 
   “We have to preserve our power . ”
 
   “Avoid excessive fighting . ”
 
   The players wanted to conserve as much energy as they could over the course of ten days . 
 
   Naturally, the Saviour Guild was different . 
 
   To be exact, Isaac Ivanov was the one who had a different idea . 
 
   ‘I will reach level 200 here . ’
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   The Messiah Guild emphasized one fact for Cho Sung-woo when he was told to take part in the Saviour Guild’s dungeon attack . 
 
   “Never interfere with the Saviour Guild’s actions . ”
 
   In truth, this was something that didn’t even need to be emphasized since it was common sense . 
 
   After all, nothing good would come from provoking or interfering with the Saviour Guild . 
 
   For example, let’s say they fought against the Saviour Guild and won . Would it still be possible for them to clear the A+ rank 7 Floor dungeon without the Saviour Guild?
 
   In this situation, they’d already paid a considerable price in order to take part in this ‘trip’ . 
 
   Since that was the case, wouldn’t it be more profitable for them if the ship safely reached its destination?
 
   Nevertheless, the reason they gave such simple advice was simple . 
 
   “I’m saying this because I know Cho Sung-woo’s personality . Don’t push yourself too much . ”
 
   Cho Sung-woo had a very competitive spirit . 
 
   It wasn’t just him . 
 
   In fact, it was natural for the players who ranked at the top of the world to have very competitive spirits . 
 
   Therefore, Cho Sung-woo’s temperament wasn’t unique . 
 
   
 
 
   Of course, the reason that Cho Sung-woo had been able to survive for so long and even managed to become a key player in the Messiah Guild was because he was not foolish enough to lose his reason because of his competitive spirit . 
 
   Therefore, he was only looking for an opportunity inwardly . 
 
   ‘If Isaac Ivanov doesn’t turn out to be as amazing as they say, it wouldn’t be too bad to compete a bit . ’
 
   An opportunity to measure his skills with Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   There were many ways to do this . 
 
   He could hunt more monsters that Isaac Ivanov, or monsters stronger than what Isaac Ivanov hunted . 
 
   There was no need for the players to actually fight each other . 
 
   However, these inner thoughts didn’t last for very long . 
 
   The first floor!
 
   On this stage where they had to hunt 100,000 Guardians, Isaac Ivanov showcased a very ridiculous performance . 
 
   The thoughts that he had been thinking never came out, but that didn’t mean that they had disappeared either, Cho Sung-woo went up to the second floor with an even stronger fighting spirit burning lightly within him . 
 
   [Survive for 10 days to proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   Then the attack on the second floor began . 
 
   No matter how one looked at it, this was a stage where one had to minimize the number of battles they had and save their power . 
 
   Yet, it was on this stage that Isaac Ivanov said . 
 
   “Now I can hunt monsters as much as I want . ”
 
   That he was going to continuously slaughter for the ten days . 
 
   Then Isaac Ivanov immediately made his words a reality . 
 
   Rattle!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers, which had already stacked the effect of Ruler of the Battlefield on the first floor and were equipped with weapons made from the bones of corpses that were covered in blood poison, continued their relentless slaughter under the command of the Lich . 
 
   It wasn’t just the Skeleton Soldiers either . 
 
   The momentum of the Saviour Guild’s members was also different from the others . 
 
   “The warm up on the first floor is over, it’s time to pick up the pace from the second floor . ”
 
   “Follow Isaac Ivanov!”
 
   “This is a great opportunity to level up!”
 
   That was because the attack on the first floor, which had taken just three days, had really fired them up . 
 
   When faced with such a scene, the other five guilds in the dungeon were completely dumbfounded . 
 
   Then they all collectively released a sigh of relief at the fact that they didn’t have to fight against the Saviour Guild . 
 
   “Oh my God . ”
 
   On the other hand, Cho Sung-woo from the Messiah Guild, which was the Saviour Guild’s competitor, could not accept what he was seeing . 
 
   ‘This is far beyond what we imagined . ’
 
   It was at that moment that the fighting spirit that burned inside was thoroughly trampled upon and shattered . 
 
   And this was exactly what Kim Woo-jin had been aiming for . 
 
   ‘Their gazes are more comfortable now . ’
 
   The reason Kim Woo-jin had invited others to attack the dungeon with them wasn’t just because he wanted the participation fees . 
 
   The real goal was to showcase the Saviour Guild’s power to the other top class guilds in the world . 
 
   This was a natural move . 
 
   No matter how much of an opponent the Saviour Guild was for the Messiah Guild, the world would always consider the Messiah Guild to be far superior . 
 
   First of all, their scales were different . 
 
   Compared to the number of players who were gathered under the banner of the Messiah Guild, as well as the number of sponsoring companies and the size of their sponsorships, the Saviour Guild was only a mid-sized company at best . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin intended to win the game not by the scale, but by the sharpness of their blade’s edge . 
 
   He would show that they had many more blades than the Messiah Guild . 
 
   And that the sharpness of any one blade would be equal to the best blades in the Messiah Guild . 
 
   So he’d set this stage in order to show those who held the most power in the current era . 
 
   ‘I need to drive it in a little more . ’
 
   Because that was his goal, he needed something more concrete . 
 
   ‘To place my name beside Lee Se-jun’s . ’
 
   So that the name Isaac Ivanov would then be compared to the name that no one dared to be compared to before . 
 
   ‘I’ll reveal that power here . ’
 
   And soon, that time came . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   [You have reached level 200 . ]
 
   On the fifth day after entering the second floor of the dungeon, a second floor that was absolutely littered by Guardian corpses, Kim Woo-jin finally leveled up for the 199th time . 
 
   Death Knight!
 
   And he gained the qualifications to finally summon the Death Knight . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin immediately opened his inventory, and his eyes immediately fell upon a golden skill page that stood out from everything else . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Then he received a notification from his halo . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your amazing growth . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld has sent you an amazing gift . ]
 
   [A new item has been added to your inventory . ]
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin’s eyes were drawn to the new item that appeared in his inventory 
 
   ‘Anubis Descent . ’
 
   It was a skill page that shined with an obsidian light . 
 
   …
 
   “Huh?’
 
   They were currently engaged in a fierce battle with the Guardians . 
 
   It was Lee Jin-ah who first noticed the change in Kim Woo-jin, who was currently wearing the Isaac Ivanov mask . 
 
   ‘He . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was the type of person who would not arbitrarily pay attention to other things in the midst of battle . 
 
   But now it was this same Kim Woo-jin who was currently looking at something else . 
 
   This meant that it was something out of the ordinary . 
 
   It wasn’t hard to guess what it could be . 
 
   ‘He leveled up!’
 
   A level up . 
 
   Naturally, he wasn’t so excited for a simple level up . 
 
   ‘Can he use the Death Knight now?’
 
   The Death Knight!
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s level up meant that he would be able to bring that terrifyingly ridiculous monster into the world . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but gulp upon realising this fact . 
 
   ‘This monster will get another monster…’
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s skeleton army had already reached a point where it completely defied common sense . 
 
   But now he was going to add an even more terrifying monster to that group?
 
   It was like adding more to something that already went beyond one’s imagination .  
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t even guess what the outcome of such a thing would be . 
 
   ‘He moved . ’
 
   And in this situation, Kim Woo-jin finally made a move . 
 
   As he beckoned, the shadows around him began to climb up his body before taking shape around Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘Dog?’
 
   The shadows on Kim Woo-jin’s head eventually formed into a dog shaped mask . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah tilted his head when he saw this . 
 
   ‘This is different to the Death Knight that I imagined . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was then . 
 
   While Lee Jin-ah was shaking his head because he’d pictured the Death Knight to be a giant majestic skeleton riding a horse . 
 
   The others on the battlefield took notice of the changes that had occurred to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   [Anubis has descended . ]
 
   Then they received a never before seen notification . 
 
   “Anubis?”
 
   “As in the Egyptian God Anubis?”
 
   This notification caused a stir and naturally, the eyes of all the players settled onto Kim Woo-jin’s figure . 
 
   Under that attention, Kim Woo-jin turned to look at an Ogre Guardian . 
 
   It was a creature that was already covered in numerous wounds from the battle . 
 
   It wasn’t just wounded either . In fact, it was already fatally wounded . Its injuries were so severe that even the Ogre’s resilience could do nothing to prevent its death . 
 
   Furthermore, to have such injuries on Kim Woo-jin’s blood poison filled stage was no better than having a pre-signed death warrant . 
 
   Roar!
 
   Nevertheless, the Ogre still continued to squeeze out all of its power to continue fighting . 
 
   It burned its will to fight until it died . 
 
   [Anubis weighs the Ogre Guardian’s death . ]
 
   Then a silver scale appeared above the Ogre Guardian’s head . 
 
   [The Ogre Guardian has less than 10% of its health remaining . ]
 
   Thud!
 
   Soon afterwards, as soon as the scale became balanced in the middle, the Ogre Guardian collapsed like a puppet that got its strings cut . 
 
   This monster that was fighting fiercely just a moment ago had died without a sound . 
 
   ‘What just happened?’
 
   While everyone was being shocked by this fact, Kim Woo-jin received another notification . 
 
   [Anubis guided the Ogre Guardian to death . ]
 
   It was the moment when the God of Death, Anubis, had descended . 
 
   …
 
   Anubis . 
 
   The god from Egyptian mythology who weighed the souls of the dead and judged their sins . 
 
   The Anubis Descent skill that Kim Woo-jin gained was a skill that allowed him to welcome this god into his body . 
 
   [Your magic power is being consumed quickly . ]
 
   [You have 30 percent of your magic power left . ]
 
   The requirements for the summoning was a ridiculous amount of magic power . 
 
   The power that the user gained in return for their magic power was simple . 
 
   It was the ability to kill any being that had less than 10 percent of their health remaining instantly . 
 
   ‘What a terrifying ability . ’
 
   It was truly a tremendous ability . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   This was different from simply removing 10 percent of someone’s health . 
 
   ‘This power is more terrifying than I expected . ’
 
   By nature, the most dangerous moment was that moment just before a living creature was about to die . 
 
   Most creatures would do anything they could to survive, or at least to not die alone . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin knew this fact better than anyone . 
 
   That was why the Skeletons who took after him never forgot to ensure all of their enemies were dead after every battle . 
 
   Beings who were on the verge of death were usually the most dangerous . 
 
   But with the power of Anubis, he would be able to prevent that final attack . 
 
   ‘I really gained an amazing power . ’
 
   That was why Kim Woo-jin was so filled with admiration and surprise . 
 
   It wasn’t just that . 
 
   As soon as Anubis descended, a notification was sent to all of the players around him, and they soon saw Kim Woo-jin… no they saw Isaac Ivanov use Anubis’ power . 
 
   ‘Is that really an instant death skill?’
 
   And they quickly realised how ridiculous and terrifying an ability it was . 
 
   ‘The condition… it seems to only work on monsters that are in a near death state . ’
 
   ‘It shouldn’t be an unconditional instantaneous death . When he used his skill on the Ogre, it was already almost dead . ’
 
   They also knew that there would be necessary conditions in order to use such a power, but this didn’t comfort anyway . 
 
   In other words, it meant that anything that was in a near death state would soon die in front of Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘This means that we can’t allow ourselves to get severely injured in front of Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   ‘We can’t fight to the limit against Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   There was nothing more terrifying for the players who would often push themselves to the limit in fights since they knew that they could be saved as long as they didn’t directly die . 
 
   In other words, the lethality of Isaac Ivanov’s new skill was something that only the top players could truly feel . 
 
   And the fear that this fact created caused the atmosphere in the group to become exceedingly cold . 
 
   They once again looked at Isaac Ivanov, who brought fear that went beyond common sense . 
 
   [Anubis is leaving you . ]
 
   [You have 1440 minutes before you can use the skill again . ] (TL: 24hrs)
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin released the Anubis Descent in front of them . 
 
   He took off the black dog mask which then returned to the shadows . 
 
   Only then did the atmosphere in the surroundings lighten up a little . 
 
   [Summoned the Book of the Dead . ]
 
   It was in this lighter atmosphere that Kim Woo-jin then summoned the Book of the Dead .  
 
   The page that he took out was the only one that remained in the book . 
 
   [Summoned a Skeleton Knight . ]
 
   A Skeleton Knight appeared . 
 
   A Skeleton covered in the Nemean Lion’s skin, with the Aegis Shield in its left hand, and Mjolnir in its right . 
 
   ‘It’s time to make the Death Knight . ’
 
   It was the moment when the real ace that Kim Woo-jin had prepared, the Death Knight, was about to make its appearance . 
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   It was December 1, 2024 . 
 
   The atmosphere of the world, which was slowly reaching the end of 2024 was not good . 
 
   [Winter begins and monster alerts are issued!]
 
   In the winter, the monsters in the wild who were experiencing winter for the first time started appearing one after another, consuming the world . 
 
   This happened every year . 
 
   [A Hellhound has appeared in Mongolia!]
 
   [A monster wave starts in Russia!]
 
   [China declares a state of emergency in the Sichuan area!]
 
   But 2024 was much more serious than the world expected . 
 
   In a way, this was natural . 
 
   Since more dungeons with higher floors had appeared when compared to the year before, the quality and quantity of the monsters had risen proportionately . 
 
   In order to hunt these monsters, fighter jets were launched, and warships on the coastline fired their rockets, fighting as if they were at war . 
 
   The entire world was covered in screams and fear . 
 
   
 
 
   [The situation next year will be even more severe!]
 
   [A large number of 7 and 8 Floor dungeons are expected to appear in 2025 . ]
 
   [Will the first 9 Floor dungeon appear in 2025?]
 
   However, the thing that terrified the world the most was the fact that the situation was bound to get worse, rather than better . 
 
   [The only way to save the world is to end the game!]
 
   Their only hope was to end the game . 
 
   Therefore, many people in the world were looking forward to the game ending as soon as possible and being saved . 
 
   Of course, not everyone was like that . 
 
   “It wouldn’t end just because the game ended . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan was one of those who wasn’t . 
 
   “What do you mean by that?”
 
   “Let’s say the game ended right this second . What do you think would happen next?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “The dungeons and monsters would disappear . And the players’ abilities would also disappear . ”
 
   “Right, with terrorists overflowing, constant protests, and the social infrastructure almost completely destroyed . ”
 
   After saying that, Oh Se-chan smiled bitterly . 
 
   “That wouldn’t be a great world to live in, would it?”
 
   When he said those words, his subordinate could only look at him with a stiff expression . 
 
   Instead of waiting for an answer, Oh Se-chan spoke again . 
 
   “Well, it’s not too late to think about this stuff after Kim Woo-jin clears the dungeon . ”
 
   This was the truth . 
 
   In the end, all of these discussions could only be based on Kim Woo-jin’s success . 
 
   If there were any problems and the attack failed, then all of these worries were meaningless . 
 
   “So pray for Kim Woo-jin to return safely . Oh, Lee Jin-ah too . ”
 
   After saying this, Oh Se-chan smiled again . 
 
   “It won’t be easy, but…”
 
   …
 
   ‘It’s not as easy as I expected . ’
 
   It had been one month since they’d entered the dungeon .  
 
   They were currently on the fifth floor, and Kim Woo-jin and the other players were currently struggling against the Guardians . 
 
   This wasn’t particularly strange . 
 
   However, it was also strange to say that when they had only taken a month to reach the fifth floor of the dungeon . 
 
   Naturally, this meant that Kim Woo-jin was talking about something else . 
 
   [The current number of monsters that the Skeleton Knight has killed is 44,319 . ]
 
   ‘It’s harder to make a Death Knight than I expected . ’
 
   Kim Woo-jin was actually talking about none other than the basic condition to create the Death Knight, which was to make a Skeleton Knight kill 44,444 monsters . 
 
   ‘I didn’t think it’d take this long . ’
 
   In truth, Kim Woo-jin thought that he’d be able to summon the Death Knight by the time they cleared the fourth floor . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin’s expectations had deviated far more than he expected . 
 
   The reason for this was simple . 
 
   “Well, the Skeleton Knight doesn’t have the chance to put on a one man show . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   As Lee Jin-ah’d said, the other Skeleton Soldiers and Knights were not giving the Skeleton Knight the chance to fight on its own . 
 
   A simple analogy for this would be, ‘the supporting roles are shining so brightly that the main character can’t perform well’ . 
 
   The reason why this wasn’t amusing was also simple . 
 
   “A Skeleton Knight wielding Mjolnir…”
 
   “Isaac Ivanov is strong enough to clear this 7 Floor dungeon on his own . ”
 
   This was because it was unbelievable no matter which perspective you looked at it from . 
 
   In any case, it wasn’t ‘good news for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘I have to get a Death Knight before going to the sixth floor…’
 
   According to his plan, he should be able to summon the Death Knight before they entered the sixth floor of the dungeon . 
 
   In other words, this meant that there was something special on the sixth floor . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   [All the monsters have been slain . ]
 
   [Advance to the next floor . ]
 
   Everyone received a notification signalling the completion of the fifth floor . 
 
   “Huh? Why?”
 
   “The timing is a bit wrong . ”
 
   Usually, if the number of monsters fell below 1,000 it was normal to slow down or even stop hunting directly in order to take a rest before entering the next floor . 
 
   But everything didn’t go according to plan . 
 
   Furthermore, the players in the dungeons had completely different hunting speeds . 
 
   The players from the other guilds were unable to keep up with the pace displayed by the Isaac Ivanov led Saviour Guild . 
 
   Of course, this wasn’t a fatal problem or anything like that . 
 
   It wasn’t often, but it was possible to adjust the speed to some extent when there were about 10,000 or so monsters remaining . 
 
   No one sprinted to the point that they couldn’t catch their breaths . 
 
   “We couldn’t get the timing right because of the poison someone sprayed everywhere . ”
 
   So Lee Jin-ah didn’t think too much of it either . 
 
   “Well, we don’t usually rest anyway . It doesn’t matter whether we take a break here or not, does it?”
 
   Furthermore, it was no exaggeration to say that the ones who were clearing the dungeon were really the Saviour Guild and Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin was different this time . 
 
   “Don’t let your guard down . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   He warned Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “No one can tell what strange things might happen in a dungeon . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah tilted his head slightly at the warning . 
 
   In the meantime, the players who were on the fifth floor were forced to enter the sixth floor of the dungeon . 
 
   Enter the sixth floor!
 
   With the seventh floor just a step away, they received the notification on the sixth floor telling them the conditions to reach the very top of the dungeon . 
 
   [Defeat the Red Dragon to clear the sixth floor of the dungeon . ]
 
   There was a Dragon on the sixth floor . 
 
   “Red Dragon?”
 
   “Isn’t this the sixth floor?”
 
   “Why did a Dragon appear on the sixth floor?”
 
   Everyone was extremely surprised by this fact and couldn’t help but shout out in shock . 
 
   It was certainly shocking . 
 
   Wasn’t it natural to panic when a Dragon, which they expected to encounter on the seventh floor suddenly appeared on the sixth?
 
   Unfortunately, the sixth floor didn’t give the players the chance to gather their bearings . 
 
   Roaaar!
 
   [Dragon’s Fear approaches . ]
 
   The Red Dragon had moved to hunt the intruders that came to its territory . 
 
   …
 
   Before entering the dungeon, everyone was briefed on what type of dungeon they were going to attack . 
 
   And the title for this dungeon . 
 
   There was no one present who didn’t know it . 
 
   [Land of Dragons]
 
   – Floors: 7
 
   – Difficulty: A+ rank
 
   – Maximum number of Entries: 500
 
   – Requirement: Level 240 and below
 
   – Challenge Conditions: Defeat the ruler of the Land!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   – Reward: Skill Stone(S) 
 
   It had been reviewed countless times, and numerous scenarios were created based on the name of the dungeon . 
 
   Therefore, it could be said that the players were prepared enough so as to not be shocked no matter what situation they faced . 
 
   ‘Why is a Dragon here?’
 
   ‘Isn’t this the sixth floor?’
 
   However, there was no one who could’ve guessed that there would be a Dragon on the sixth floor of the dungeon . 
 
   Wasn’t this natural?
 
   The appearance of a Dragon on the sixth floor of a dungeon when it was guaranteed to be the boss of the dungeon was no different from having the owner of a house greet you at the front door . 
 
   Naturally, this wasn’t something the players would have ever expected to encounter . 
 
   “Dammit, what the hell is this nonsense? Why is a Dragon appearing here?”
 
   “It’s not ridiculous . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   “Dragons can turn any monster into their Guardians, there’s no reason why they couldn’t transform another Dragon . ”
 
   It was just as Kim Woo-jin said to a surprised Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   Anything could happen in a dungeon . 
 
   Furthermore, there had never been a rule in the world that stated that Dragons, who could transform other monsters into their Guardians, couldn’t do the same to another Dragon . 
 
   Even if there was no way to know for certain if it was or wasn’t, that wasn’t important . 
 
   “So it’s a Guardian?”
 
   “Even if we’re not sure, we still have to keep it in mind . After all, all the monsters that we’ve encountered in this dungeon so far were Guardians . ”
 
   “…oh my God . ”
 
   If the Red Dragon that had just appeared was actually a Guardian, then it would be the worst weapon to face . 
 
   A weapon that would willingly sacrifice itself to complete the orders it had been given!
 
   Roar!
 
   And that weapon was now beginning to cast a shadow over the players’ heads with its enormous wings . 
 
   All the players shouted out at the sight . 
 
   “It’s using Dragon Breath!”
 
   “Retreat!”
 
   On the sixth floor of the dungeon, the escape had begun . 
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   There were two main scenarios that were possible when facing a Dragon . 
 
   Was the Dragon standing on the ground?
 
   Or was it flying in the sky?
 
   In the event of the former, the choices to be made became quite complicated . 
 
   On the other hand, the choices for the latter were extremely simple . 
 
   Spread out and tactically retreat, then regather at a designated location . 
 
   “How is the damage to the Frontier Guild?”
 
   “Six dead so far . ”
 
   “The Kunlun Guild lost ten people . ”
 
   “No one from the Great One Guild died, but there are seven with serious injuries . ”
 
   Led by their representatives such as Cho Sung-woo, Trinity, and Park Yong-wan, the players from the various guilds were able to gather in one place thanks to their knowledge of what to do when handling a flying Dragon . 
 
   Of course, there was nothing strange about this . 
 
   “So we lost about twenty people? Thankfully there was less damage than expected . ”
 
   
 
 
   “That’s because everyone was trained on what to do after encountering a Dragon before entering the Dungeon . ”
 
   After all, it was natural for everyone to study and practice how to deal with a Dragon in preparation to enter a dungeon where the probability of the final boss being a Dragon was 100% . 
 
   “Then all that’s left is to hunt the Red Dragon . ”
 
   “The method is simple . ”
 
   That’s why they didn’t need to spend a long time discussing how to deal with the Red Dragon . 
 
   Their strategy had already been prepared . 
 
   “We’ll split the group into the wing cutting team and the attack team . ”
 
   The first rule when hunting Dragons was to cut off their wings and take away their ability to fly . 
 
   “We have two options . ”
 
   In addition, the decision this time was rather simple . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov cuts the wings and we fight the Dragon, or vice versa . ”
 
   Considering the current number of players, their performance, and their combat ability, they had no choice but to divide the group into two, with Isaac Ivanov on one side and everyone else on the other . 
 
   Moreover, there was no need for them to debate this any further, because the five previous floors had already made this division concrete . 
 
   Therefore, all they had to do next was decide which ‘group’ would take on which task . 
 
   In fact, even that didn’t require much discussion . 
 
   “The Great One Guild will defer to Isaac Ivanov’s opinion . ”
 
   “The Frontier Guild will do the same . ”
 
   “Same for the Kunlun Guild . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov was the only person qualified to lead this group that was filled with the top players from different guilds . 
 
   At those words, Park Yong-wan turned his head to look at Cho Sung-woo .  
 
   “What about the Messiah Guild?”
 
   Are you willing to comply with your rival’s, the Saviour Guild’s, orders?
 
   As he said this, Park Yong-wan looked at Cho Sung-woo without hiding the ridicule in his eyes . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Park Yong-wan, who had experienced all kinds of humiliation in front of the high-nosed Messiah Guild, intended to repay some of that humiliation by using the current situation . 
 
   But Cho Sung-woo did not reveal even a hint of anger at his actions . 
 
   The ridiculous things he’d seen so far had all extinguished the fighting spirit within him without leaving even a single spark . 
 
   “We’ll follow unconditionally . ”
 
   Therefore, Cho Sung-woo nodded without hesitation . 
 
   Park Yong-wan also nodded . 
 
   “Now then, Isaac Ivanov will…”
 
   Suddenly . 
 
   [The energy of death sweeps over . ] (TL: oh my… new notification)
 
   The hairs of all the living beings in the area rose and their entire bodies felt like they were beginning to freeze . 
 
   Surprised, everyone quickly shot to their feet, paying close attention to their surroundings . 
 
   Rooooaar!
 
   Then, a loud Dragon cry from the distance shook their eardrums . 
 
   Naturally, this caused them to turn and look in the direction the cry came from . Then they saw it . 
 
   “Oh my God . ”
 
   A Dragon falling to the ground with one of its wings cut off . 
 
   “Shibaa!!”
 
   And on top of it, a player shouting thanks . 
 
   …
 
   The power and effectiveness of a Dragon’s Breath attack depended on their type . 
 
   The Red Dragon’s Breath was accompanied by a horrifying flame . 
 
   Although it didn’t reach the level of hellfire, a Red Dragon’s fire breath was powerful enough to melt steel, and it was not easily extinguished . 
 
   Fwoosh!
 
   So when the forest was constantly raked by the Red Dragon’s Fire Breath, it seemed to cry out pitifully . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who had escaped together with Lee Jin-ah, took something from his inventory before throwing it at him . 
 
   “Here’s a gift . ”
 
   “A gift?”
 
   Hearing the word ‘gift’, Lee Jin-ah quickly looked down to see what Kim Woo-jin had thrown at him . 
 
   No, it should be said that it was something he didn’t dare to waste time before doing . 
 
   “Gungnir?”
 
   The item that Kim Woo-jin had thrown to him turned out to be Gungnir, the legendary spear that Lee Jin-ah had tried to steal before being caught by Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Huh? What is this?”
 
   But there was also something that Lee Jin-ah had never seen before bundled together with it . 
 
   “Thread?”
 
   It was a thread that was wrapped around the spear’s shaft . 
 
   “It’s Black Arachne Thread . It is very durable, has excellent magic resistance, and moderate viscosity . ”
 
   This thread actually turned out to be Black Arachne Thread .  
 
   When he heard the description of the thread that Kim Woo-jin so kindly added, Lee Jin-ah simply stood there with a blank look on his face as though he couldn’t understand a word that was said . 
 
   Then, a few seconds later, his expression became distorted . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “…you don’t mean?”
 
   He seemed to realise just why Kim Woo-jin had given him Gungnir . 
 
   In fact, it wasn’t something that was hard to guess . 
 
   “You want me to throw Gungnir, hold the thread, hit the Dragon and then climb onto its body? Now?”
 
   If it was Gungnir, which could never miss, it was not a difficult task to hit the flying Dragon . 
 
   And if the thread was tied onto Gungnir, then it was possible to get onto the Dragon’s body . 
 
   Of course, that didn’t mean that doing the last part was as easy as it sounded . 
 
   “Who do you think I am, Bruce Willis? Do you think this is Die Hard?” (TL: I found this too funny)
 
   The speed of a Dragon, which was already flying in the air, was by no means slow, and its flight path was not simple .  
 
   It seemed like an impossible task to follow after such a thing while holding on to nothing but a thread . 
 
   Let alone the fact that Lee Jin-ah’s task was to use the thread to get to the Dragon’s body before cutting off its wing . 
 
   He couldn’t even complain because of how speechless he was . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin patted Lee Jin-ah on the shoulder while saying . 
 
   “You are the only person here that I can trust to do this task . This is something that no one but you can do . ”
 
   When he heard the words ‘only person I can trust’, Lee Jin-ah’s expression changed . 
 
   In all honesty, hearing such a statement made him quite happy . 
 
   This was because he was being recognized and asked for help by the strongest person he’d ever met . 
 
   “Fine, since you’re practically kneeling down to beg me, I’ll help you out . ”
 
   Therefore, Lee Jin-ah agreed with a face filled with determination . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin then spoke with a similar expression . 
 
   “Think of it as a rehearsal and focus . ”
 
   “Right, a rehearsal… wa-, wait… what?”
 
   By the time Lee Jin-ah realised what those words meant, Kim Woo-jin had already turned around and was moving away .  
 
   Seeing this, Lee Jin-ah could only speak out in an aggrieved tone . 
 
   “Shiba . ”
 
   With that frustration building inside of him, Lee Jin-ah hefted Gungnir . 
 
   Rooooaar!
 
   And an hour later, the Dragon began to fall . 
 
   …
 
   There was only one thing to do when a Dragon started falling from the sky . Run away without hesitation!
 
   In fact, there were no rules or manuals created for this scenario . 
 
   Even if there wasn’t a manual, would you simply stand and watch as a gigantic body fell to the ground at an incredible speed if you had common sense?
 
   “Retreat!”
 
   “Get away!”
 
   Luckily, none of the players on the sixth floor of the dungeon lacked common sense . 
 
   “Head to the east!”
 
   “Move West!”
 
   Everyone predicted where the Dragon would fall and began to move to the safest locations accordingly . 
 
   “Prepare to battle the Guardians?”
 
   “Don’t just run away recklessly! Move in groups!”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   At the same time, they maintained their vigilance on their surroundings so that they were ready to fight at any time . Not forgetting that there was still a large number of Guardians who aimed to remove the intruders . 
 
   But not everyone did that . 
 
   There were still some who moved to the place that the Dragon was predicted to fall, rather than away . 
 
   ‘What are the skeletons doing?”
 
   “Isn’t that a Skeleton Knight?”
 
   They were none other than Isaac Ivanov’s skeleton army . 
 
   The skeletons headed towards the Dragon’s crash site and cleared away all the monsters in the area . 
 
   They were cleaning up as though they were preparing for a big battle . 
 
   Some people were curious, but few thought too deeply about what was happening . 
 
   “Wake up! We only have this one life!”
 
   “Focus on your own survival!”
 
   Above all, the current situation was so urgent that they couldn’t afford to think about what others were doing . 
 
   “It’s almost down!”
 
   “Get ready!”
 
   It wasn’t long before the thing everyone was focused on finally happened . 
 
   The Dragon’s giant body collided with the ground . 
 
   Boom!
 
   And the ground shook . 
 
   The aftermath of the collision shook the entire floor of the dungeon . 
 
   “That was no joke . ”
 
   “It was like a natural disaster . ”
 
   The aftermath was completely unexpected .  
 
   But what was truly surprising was the condition of the Red Dragon, which was still lively even after experiencing such a heavy impact . 
 
   Despite the explosion which shattered everything in its surroundings, the Red Dragon didn’t seem to receive any injuries at all . 
 
   Krrr!
 
   Instead, it let out a growl filled with rage . 
 
   No, it would have been better if it became filled with rage and went wild . 
 
   If that was the case, they would have been able to make it vent its anger until it became exhausted, making the battle much easier . 
 
   Unfortunately, as a Guardian, the Red Dragon continued to carry out the orders it had been given to it even at that moment . 
 
   It took the necessary actions in order to get rid of the intruders . 
 
   Krrr, krrr!
 
   So after calming itself, it began to use its sense to search for the enemies . 
 
   In the next instant, the enemy was locked onto by the Dragon’s powerful senses . 
 
   Krrrr!
 
   And that enemy was currently approaching the Red Dragon, instead of moving away . 
 
   The Red Dragon was happy to see this .  
 
   Then the enemy appeared . 
 
   Neigh!
 
   The first thing to make its presence known was a giant skeleton horse . 
 
   This horse was as large as three or four elephants combined, looking nothing like a horse at all . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Hoo, hoo . 
 
   And on top of this horse, was a Skeleton Knight dressed in black armor and a rugged, blood colored cloak whose size was proportional to his mount . 
 
   Death Knight!
 
   It was the moment when the Knight of Death, who ignored death and led everything to death at the same time, had appeared . 
 
   And this Death Knight then lifted a large hammer in its hand to point at the Red Dragon . 
 
   Chink!
 
   Immediately afterwards, chains of darkness shot up from the ground and began to bind the Red Dragon . 
 
   This was a sign . 
 
   [The Death Knight traps its prey . ]
 
   [The Death Knight puts the curse of death on its prey . ]
 
   A sign that the Death Knight would lead the Red Dragon to death . 
 
   Krr!
 
   And at that sign, the Red Dragon began to twist and turn as though it would not accept it . 
 
   It tried to crush the chains that were wrapped tightly around its body . 
 
   Chink!
 
   However, the Red Dragon didn’t manage to destroy the chains, instead, the black chains began to squeeze it tighter . 
 
   At the same time . 
 
   Neigh!
 
   The skeleton horse let out a sharp cry as it narrowed the distance to the Red Dragon in an instant, and the Death Knight, who sat on its back, hit the body of the Dragon with the hammer . 
 
   Boom!
 
   Following a loud clap of thunder, the Red Dragon’s body shook violently as it was pushed backwards . 
 
   But the sound didn’t last long . 
 
   The skeleton horse started to climb the Red Dragon’s body immediately afterwards . 
 
   There was no concept of gravity or the laws of physics in the skeleton horse’s movements . 
 
   Boom!
 
   And there was no mercy, indecision or hesitation in the attacks of the Death Knight as it controlled the horse’s movements . 
 
   Roooaar!
 
   This caused the Red Dragon to roar in anger as it moved to stop the Death Knight from moving all over its body . 
 
   Chink!
 
   However, it was still being restricted by the chain . 
 
   Of course, the chain itself didn’t completely interfere with the Red Dragon’s movements . 
 
   It just restricted it a bit . 
 
   However, that was enough . 
 
   ‘The cooking has started . ’
 
   The Death Knight could now begin cooking its meal . 
 
   Then a notification was heard . 
 
   [Mjolnir is filled with the power of thunder . ]
 
   [The power of the God of Thunder has been released . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin no longer had any doubts after seeing the notification . 
 
   ‘So all that’s left now is the Dragon Knight on the seventh floor?’
 
   The sixth floor of the dungeon was practically over . 
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   The Dragons that appeared in dungeons were largely divided into three classes . 
 
   The lowest ranked were the Hatchlings . 
 
   The Hatchlings, who could be called babies, were basically weak in all areas . 
 
   They didn’t have the chance to create many Guardians, and the Guardians they did create were usually not that strong . 
 
   More importantly, neither their bodies nor their Dragon Breaths were particularly strong either . 
 
   Of course, it was still strong enough to instantly kill many players who encountered it . 
 
   Once they got out of the Hatchling stage, they could then be called Dragons, and when that happened, their strength moved to a completely different level . 
 
   The Dragon Slayer had used one expression to describe it . 
 
   “Hunting a Dragon is like hitting a rock with an egg . It’s not impossible . But if you just do it without knowing how, you’ll never succeed . ”
 
   Hitting a rock with an egg . 
 
   “So you need to find a way . Freeze the egg to make it harder, or aim precisely for the rock’s weak point . The best thing to do is to replace your egg with a piece of metal . An even better method would be to prepare a missile . A player like me is that missile . ”
 
   It was not impossible as long as you had a method, but if there was no method, then the results could only be disastrous . 
 
   Above Dragons were none other than the Dragon Lords . 
 
   
 
 
   Of course, the existence of the Dragon Lords was only speculation at this point .  
 
   Nevertheless, Dragons were such terrifying monsters . 
 
   Even if their wings were torn off and they crashed to the ground, it wouldn’t be strange for them to kill all the players attacking them instantly . 
 
   Roooaaar!
 
   But now, this state that this monster was in could only be described as miserable . 
 
   First of all, the condition of its wonderful red hide which had a similar color to rich red wine was terrible . 
 
   It was crushed and bursting in many places, as if it was pork that had been struck by a hammer . 
 
   The dents and craters on its body was enough to make any person watching this, hang their mouth open in disbelief . 
 
   Rooar!
 
   Due to this, the Dragon’s roars, which could inflict Dragon Fear upon any creature who heard it, sounded more pitiful than domineering . 
 
   But no one around it cared about its cries despite the fact that not many people had ever seen a Red Dragon in such a disastrous state . 
 
   The reason was simple . 
 
   Boom!
 
   Everyone’s attention was attracted to the Death Knight, who constantly let out the cries of thunder as continued to brutally attack the miserable Red Dragon . 
 
   ‘Oh my God . ’
 
   ‘Is this a Death Knight?’
 
   All the players who were watching the Death Knight’s performance couldn’t help but feel a chill . 
 
   The prowess that the Death Knight displayed was even horrifying for these highly experienced veteran players who were used to having fierce, desperate battles on a daily basis . 
 
   Furthermore, the Death Knight didn’t stop there . 
 
   Neigh!
 
   Even though the Red Dragon’s condition was so bad that even ordinary players would consider it excessive, the skeleton horse did not stop letting out its cries as it ran all over its body . 
 
   Boom!
 
   And the Death Knight continued to pound the Red Dragon with the God of Thunder’s hammer, Mjolnir, in its hand . 
 
   It was like a machine . 
 
   A machine created with the sole purpose of killing the living . 
 
   Gulp!
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   And faced with such a scene, the living beings couldn’t help but swallow their saliva . 
 
   Suddenly . 
 
   [The Death Knight has disappeared . ]
 
   Just as the Death Knight was about to do the last bit of damage to end the Red Dragon’s life, it was covered in a cloud of darkness before disappearing . 
 
   At the same time, Kim Woo-jin received a notification that a new item had been added to his inventory . 
 
   [You have acquired the Death Knight’s bones . ]
 
   The Death Knight’s bones . 
 
   It was the item that would allow him to summon the Death Knight at any time . 
 
   Naturally, he wouldn’t have to pay any price for the summon . 
 
   This was another reason why the Death Knight was so fearsome . 
 
   It meant that once it was created, the summoner would be able to unleash this ridiculous horror whenever they wanted to . 
 
   ‘Why?’
 
   ‘It suddenly disappeared?’
 
   But the players who were watching couldn’t help but wonder why the Death Knight had suddenly disappeared . 
 
   Krr!
 
   And they were nervous about the fact that the Red Dragon was still alive . 
 
   ‘Should we finish it off?’
 
   ‘A Dragon is a Dragon . We can’t rush in . ’
 
   Even if it was in a near death state, a Dragon was still a Dragon .  
 
   It was not strange that the players who valued their lives were hesitant to approach this monster that could erase them in an instant . 
 
   Of course, there were still some players who moved despite this fact . 
 
   They were those who were already prepared for a situation where someone had to take the risk . 
 
   So they moved to play their part . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   Tap, tap…
 
   Kim Woo-jin began to walk towards the Red Dragon . 
 
   ‘Isaac!’
 
   ‘Isaac Ivanov?’
 
   Everyone’s tension had been at its peak and their attention was locked onto the Red Dragon, so when Kim Woo-jin appeared in front of it, their eyes naturally turned to him . 
 
   Under this attention, Kim Woo-jin looked at the Red Dragon for a moment before turning his back to it . 
 
   This monster that defied common sense, this monster the players had steadied their determination to approach despite the fact that they might lose their lives, had become a simple background . 
 
   It was an unbelievable sight . 
 
   Wearing Isaac Ivanov’s mask, Kim Woo-jin addressed the players . 
 
   “You can take a break now to prepare for our entry into the seventh floor . ”
 
   Prepare for the next floor . 
 
   In other words, they no longer needed to hunt on the sixth floor . 
 
   Only then did they remember . 
 
   ‘Ah . ’
 
   ‘That…’
 
   The silver scale that Isaac Ivanov had displayed before . 
 
   Only then could the players understand why Isaac Ivanov dared to say those words in front of a Red Dragon that was still breathing . 
 
   ‘How terrifying . ’
 
   And the moment they understood, a cold shiver went down their spines . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   How many players in the world could make such a mess out of a Dragon?
 
   The Dragon Slayer?
 
   They could bet that after clearing this dungeon, the Dragon Slayer would not dare to use such a nickname in front of Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   This meant that there was only one . 
 
   Lee Se-jun!
 
   The saviour of the Messiah Guild and the one who always conquered what no one could before . 
 
   The one who others didn’t dare to compare themselves to!
 
   ‘Lee Se-jun wouldn’t be able to do this on his own . ’
 
   ‘No matter how amazing Lee Se-jun is, if he were to hunt a Dragon by himself… he would be able to kill it, but he wouldn’t be able to put it in such a state . ’
 
   But they all knew that it wouldn’t be easy for Lee Se-jun to mistreat a Dragon in such a way on his own . 
 
   ‘He might be stronger than Lee Se-jun…’
 
   ‘If you look at the individual players and not the guilds, Isaac Ivanov might be better than Lee Se-jun…’
 
   This meant that Isaac Ivanov’s power was at least on the same level as Lee Se-jun’s . 
 
   When their thoughts reached that point, the players didn’t dare to think any further . 
 
   It wasn’t something that they could easily conclude with just their imaginations . 
 
   “As Isaac Ivanov said, we will rest and prepare for the seventh floor . ”
 
   “Everyone get some rest and prepare for the seventh floor!”
 
   Therefore, in order to stop thinking about it, the group leaders began to give their players orders . 
 
   “The last attack is coming up soon!”
 
   “Everyone, maintain your focus!”
 
   Furthermore, they had to remain focused on the task they were about to face . 
 
   And that was the right answer . 
 
   There was only one floor left . 
 
   It was a floor where they would have to face more hardships than any they’d encountered so far . 
 
   Most of the players there had never even been on the seventh floor before . 
 
   Everyone took the chance to rest properly . 
 
   While looking at them, Kim Woo-jin also prepared for the seventh floor of the dungeon . 
 
   ‘If their luck isn’t bad, only half of them will die . ’
 
   A few hours later . 
 
   [Anubis is descending . ]
 
   A notification to indicate the end of the attack on the sixth floor was heard . 
 
   …
 
   How did players feel when they climbed to a floor they had never reached before?
 
   Most would say that there were two answers to that question .  
 
   Either they would be terrified when stepping onto the new floor, or they would be excited that they would be able to go back into the real world after overcoming this new challenge . 
 
   But if you were to ask that question to the top players, the answer you’d receive would be different . 
 
   “To be honest, it’s best to just feel calm . Because useless feelings would just get in the way . ”
 
   It was best to not feel any emotion at all . 
 
   [Defeat the ruler of the Land of Dragons . ]
 
   So that was the emotional state of the 461 players entering the seventh floor of the dungeon, most of which for the first time . 
 
   ‘Just do it like we normally do . ’
 
   They weren’t excited or afraid, instead maintaining a calm, numb expression . 
 
   ‘I just have to perform the role given to me like I usually do . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The time they were given before entering the seventh floor made this mental preparation possible . 
 
   This was exactly the reason why Kim Woo-jin had willingly given them a break . 
 
   [The Black Dragon’s poison spread . ]
 
   It was also the reason why they weren’t too shocked when they received a notification that wasn’t too good immediately after entering the floor . 
 
   ‘We also kept the possibility of encountering a Black Dragon in mind . ’
 
   ‘This is still within the range of our estimations!’
 
   Black Dragon!
 
   Even though the poison left by this powerful and incredibly venomous creature began to gnaw at their health, the players quickly took action to fight against it . 
 
   “Change the setting . ”
 
   Most of the players began to change to their items settings that were prepared for Black Dragons . 
 
   They increased their poison resistances, and each began to use various skills to combat the poison . 
 
   Of course, there were also players who didn’t need it . 
 
   [The power of Apophis protects you from the Black Dragon’s poison . ]
 
   [Your blood poison grows a bit stronger . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin even took it a step further as the poison in their surroundings made his poison stronger . 
 
   Knowing this fact, Lee Jin-ah laughed inwardly . 
 
   ‘We’re definitely gonna win this time too . ’
 
   The Black Dragon was definitely a scary monster . 
 
   In particular, its most powerful ability, Poison Breath, completely defied common sense . 
 
   A Black Dragon’s Poison Breath was comparable to a biological or chemical weapon . 
 
   A weapon that one couldn’t escape from just by running away . 
 
   However, it was not a problem for Kim Woo-jin, who wasn’t affected by poison at all . 
 
   Furthermore, this also applied to the skeleton army that Kim Woo-jin was most proud of . 
 
   And now, they even had the Death Knight, which was known for its ridiculous combat capabilities to add to his power . 
 
   ‘I just need to cut off its wings . ’
 
   So as long as Lee Jin-ah was able to bring the Black Dragon down, the battle would practically be over . 
 
   It was natural for him to make an expression of ‘easy victory’ because of this . 
 
   In fact, it wasn’t just Lee Jin-ah . Most of the players there also had the same thought . 
 
   ‘The Black Dragon is harder to hunt than the Red Dragon, but it shouldn’t be too much of a difference for Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   Thinking about Isaac Ivanov, everyone thought the same thing . 
 
   It wouldn’t be easy, but there wasn’t any reason why they wouldn’t be able to hunt it . 
 
   So if they could survive until Isaac Ivanov killed the Black Dragon, they would be able to leave the dungeon . 
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   However, a question mark appeared in Lee Jin-ah’s mind when he turned to look at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   This was because he could see how serious Kim Woo-jin’s eyes were . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin was always serious . 
 
   He was the type of player who would always give his best performance without relaxing . 
 
   ‘What is it?’
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin was also never a wasteful player . 
 
   He wasn’t a player who would pull out his sword to hunt a cow . 
 
   Nevertheless, this Kim Woo-jin was showing a sharper focus than ever before . 
 
   Then something happened which immediately erased the complacency that had built up after hunting the Red Dragon so easily . 
 
   It was none other than the fact that Kim Woo-jin had taken an item from his inventory . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Aegis Shield!
 
   ‘He took a shield and not a weapon?’
 
   This caused Lee Jin-ah to be filled with an unknown sense of crisis as he was filled with countless doubts and suspicions . 
 
   “It’s a Guardian!”
 
   From the fog of poison released by the Black Dragon, a Guardian appeared to deal with the intruders . 
 
   After confirming this, several players moved before receiving any specific orders . 
 
   ‘Isaac will handle the main task, so we’ll take care of the rest . ’
 
   They moved with the desire to clean up the surroundings for Isaac Ivanov, who was going to hunt the Black Dragon . Some of them didn’t just move, but also acted . 
 
   Several hunters pulled their bowstrings back and aimed at the Guardian . 
 
   Then they noticed something strange . 
 
   ‘Why is there just one of them?’
 
   The fact that only one Guardian had appeared before them . 
 
   The scariest thing about the guardians was the fact that they were perfectly controlled to carry out one task, regardless of their race . 
 
   In other words, a lone Guardian would never be able to showcase the truly terrifying ability of the Guardians, and as a result they never moved around on their own . 
 
   Furthermore, Guardians weren’t known to cause damage to their surroundings just by moving like this Guardian, which had appeared, did . 
 
   ‘Is it an Orc?’
 
   The exact identity of the Guardian was unknown as it was wearing heavy armor, but its size seemed to be similar to that of an Orc . 
 
   It was strange in many ways, and the players couldn’t help but wonder .  
 
   Of course, that didn’t mean they wouldn’t still release their arrows without hesitation . 
 
   Twang!
 
   One player released his bowstring, sending an arrow towards the lone enemy . 
 
   The arrow flew quickly before hitting the armor of the Guardian . 
 
   Ting!
 
   Then it bounced off a shield that appeared around the Guardian . 
 
   ‘It has a defensive barrier . 
 
   This action helped them confirm that the Guardian who’d appeared had a special ability . 
 
   Suddenly . 
 
   The player who released the arrow received a notification . 
 
   [Excalibur’s wielder has confirmed your hostility . ]
 
   [Excalibur’s wielder has started a fight with you . ]
 
   [All stats reduced by 25% . ]
 
   ‘What?’
 
   The player who received these notifications then shouted in surprise . 
 
   “I-, it has Excalibur!”
 
   At the same time, the Guardian, who had been about 300 meters away from the player who shot the arrow, closed the distance between them in an instant . 
 
   It happened in a flash . 
 
   As if it had teleported, the Guardian appeared before the player and immediately swung the sword in its hand . 
 
   It was Isaac Ivanov who came to the rescue of the player who couldn’t escape or defend himself . 
 
   Clang!
 
   There was a loud clash as the sword struck the Aegis Shield which had appeared in front of the player . 
 
   Then Isaac Ivanov shouted . 
 
   “Kill the Dragon!” (TL: in English)
 
   It was the moment when two simultaneous battles began . 
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   One of the basic techniques when hunting dragons was to divide your forces in two . 
 
   One unit would fight the Dragon, while the other would fight the Dragon’s Guardians . 
 
   The best players were usually part of the Dragon slaying team . 
 
   This was a fact that had never been questioned before . 
 
   It was the same this time as well . 
 
   In Kim Woo-jin’s memory, those who had attacked the A+ rank 7 Floor dungeon had the same thought . 
 
   When they encountered the Black Dragon on the seventh floor, they identified the situation, split their group into two units, and the main force moved to hunt the Dragon . 
 
   Their movements were fast and smooth since they had already encountered the Red Dragon on the sixth floor . 
 
   That was why they didn’t panic . 
 
   ‘Dragon Knight is stronger than the Dragon…’
 
   No one expected that the Guardian they had to deal with was a Dragon Knight, a monster that was even stronger than a Dragon . 
 
   ‘It’s a vicious combination . ’
 
   As Kim Woo-jin said, it was a vicious setting that would trick even the most experienced Dragon hunters . 
 
   
 
 
   And the thing that made this setting possible was none other than Excalibur, which the Dragon Knight was wielding . 
 
   ‘No one could imagine a monster wielding Excalibur . ’
 
   Excalibur’s abilities were simple . 
 
   It recognizes those who attacked its wielder as challengers, then it gave those who were perceived as challengers the Curse of the Challenger . 
 
   And when their fight began, the wielder of the sword would be given the Blessing of the Winner . 
 
   The Curse of the Challenger decreased the target’s stats by 25% while the Blessing of the Winner increased the target’s stats by 20% . 
 
   It was truly the sword of the king which would make the person who wielded it in battle inevitably win their fights . 
 
   ‘To give it to the Dragon Knight . ’
 
   Furthermore, it was being wielded by none other than a Dragon Knight . 
 
   Dragon Knights were different from Guardians . 
 
   If the Guardians were simply puppets that the Dragon simply controlled, then Dragon Knights were the children of the Dragons who were even given part of their Dragon Hearts . 
 
   They were monsters whose physical ability, physical resistance and magical resistance could be considered to be on the same level as Dragons!
 
   Such an opponent was impossible for any player who had not at least reached level 200 . 
 
   That was why it was terrible . 
 
   There were players here with levels as high as 230, but what if they were given the Curse of the Challenger while facing a Dragon Knight with the Blessing of the Winner?
 
   Then it no longer became a problem of being able to deal with the opponent . 
 
   If Excalibur’s effect was activated, it was impossible for even the strongest players in the dungeon to even stall against the Dragon Knight . 
 
   In all honesty, most of them would just be annihilated instantly . 
 
   ‘If it’s like this then the Dragon Slayer would’ve just died . ’
 
   If the player who had come to clear this dungeon was none other than the Dragon Slayer, he was certain that it would have only been remembered as a failed dungeon attack . 
 
   ‘Even if the Dragon Slayer has Balmung, he would probably fail . ’
 
   Even if the Dragon Slayer had the legendary item, Balmung, in his grasp, he would be unable to do anything to the Excalibur wielding Dragon Knight . 
 
   That was how threatening and overwhelming the existence of a Dragon Knight with Excalibur was . 
 
   Of course, even Kim Woo-jin was not an exception to that fact . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   He had a large amount of health, but even Kim Woo-jin wasn’t certain how long he could take on a Dragon Knight buffed with the Blessing of the Winner while he had the Curse of the Challenger . 
 
   That was the reason . 
 
   Bang!
 
   The reason why Kim Woo-jin was blocking the Dragon Knight’s terrifying attacks with the Aegis Shield . 
 
   ‘However, it’s fine as long as you don’t show hostility . ’
 
   The blind spot to Excalibur’s skill was that it was only triggered by direct attacks . 
 
   Naturally, this meant that the effect didn’t work on a target that was just defending . 
 
   Of course, this didn’t mean that it was easy . 
 
   When the attack on the Dragon began, the Dragon Knight would naturally move to protect it . 
 
   When that happened, Kim Woo-jin would have to draw the attention of the Dragon Knight back to himself . 
 
   This meant that the hunting dog had to stop the prey from biting the hand of its owner who was holding the gun . 
 
   ‘I’ll hold onto you all day . ’
 
   This wasn’t a hard task for the Hunting Dog, Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Rooaar!
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin did not even twitch when he heard the Dragon’s roar ring in his ears . 
 
   He had no doubt . 
 
   ‘Lee Jin-ah, I can only trust you . ’
 
   That Lee Jin-ah would make it happen . 
 
   …
 
   Kill the Dragon!
 
   The moment Isaac Ivanov shouted out these words, the players instinctively moved at the same time . 
 
   It was just that . 
 
   Instinctively, they knew that Isaac Ivanov was dealing with a huge disaster and recognized that it was their role to hunt the Dragon in the midst of that . Recognizing that it was the only way for them to clear the dungeon and escape with their lives . 
 
   But Lee Jin-ah was different . 
 
   ‘The fact that Kim Woo-jin went to him directly means that that’s not a normal guy . ’
 
   Instead, he acted more rationally as ever . 
 
   ‘Furthermore, the fact that he’s using a shield rather than a weapon means that he has no intention of fighting . And the player who attacked shouted Excalibur, didn’t he?’
 
   And he judged the current situation properly . 
 
   ‘So in summary, it’s a Dragon Guardian with Excalibur, and in order to stop it, he needs the legendary item, Aegis Shield . And if we go after the Dragon… the Dragon Guardian will come to protect the Dragon . ’
 
   And with this rational judgement, he came up with an answer . 
 
   ‘The longer this goes on, the worse the situation will be . ’
 
   The sooner this finished this hunt, the better . 
 
   As soon as his thoughts reached that stage, Lee Jin-ah didn’t bother to think about it further . 
 
   “If we want to hunt the Dragon, we’ll have to split into two teams first . ”
 
   “Let’s form the wing cutting team first . Each guild will nominate ten players and we will divide them into three groups in case of failure . ”
 
   “Gather the players first . Then we’ll clean up the surrounding Guardians one by one . ”
 
   “We need to prepare for the Poison Breath since it’s a Black Dragon! Let’s make sure the buffs are stacked . ”
 
   “Set your item setting properly . ”
 
   While the others were devising their carefully laid out plans to deal with the Dragon, Lee Jin-ah began to run towards the Dragon’s location as fast as possible . 
 
   “Uh, th-, there!”
 
   “Oh my God!”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Spashiba is running!”
 
   Those who noticed this sudden action were shocked . 
 
   They had no choice but to be . 
 
   There were not many opportunities when hunting Dragons, and if an attempt led to failure, it would cause a large number of lives to be lost . 
 
   If Lee Jin-ah’s actions lead to failure, they would have to pay an unspeakable price . 
 
   And even if they succeeded, there would be problems . 
 
   The Black Dragon was currently flying, but what about after it fell?
 
   “Change your settings, quickly!”
 
   “It’s too late . Those who aren’t ready, get as far away as possible . ”
 
   The top priority of those players was to escape from the aftermath . 
 
   At that point, Cooperation was impossible . 
 
   ‘I don’t need them anyway . ’
 
   Of course, Lee Jin-ah didn’t care about that . 
 
   He didn’t have even the slightest bit of worry about it . 
 
   ‘I just need to bring it down . ’
 
   In any case, all he had to do was cut the Dragon’s wings to prevent it from flying . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   And it was clear that the skeletons moving alongside him would do the rest . 
 
   With his faith in that fact, Lee Jin-ah aimed Gungnir, which he held in his hand, towards the flying Black Dragon . 
 
   “Shiba!”
 
   Then he threw the spear after releasing a short cry . 
 
   …
 
   In the world of players, keeping a monster’s attention was known as aggro management . 
 
   In truth, aggro management was not an easy task . 
 
   In particular, it was difficult to perform proper aggro management without controlling the aggro of a monster . 
 
   After all, wasn’t the ultimate goal of aggro management to create an opportunity for your teammates to attack the monster?
 
   In other words, even if a teammate was to attack the prey, the tank’s duty was to ensure that the prey’s attention stayed on them . 
 
   And to do this, the tanks would block the monster’s path and send all kinds of attacks directly at its face . 
 
   Doing whatever it took to regain their aggro . 
 
   So what about a situation where it was impossible to attack?
 
   Tanks would tell you . 
 
   Such a task was impossible in the first place, so it’s pointless to even hypothesize . 
 
   Clang!
 
   Nevertheless, that was exactly what Kim Woo-jin was doing now . 
 
   It was so ridiculous that even tanks couldn’t help but think about this hypothesis . 
 
   “How long has this been going on?”
 
   “Quite a while . It’s been over an hour now . ”
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin had been doing just that for over an hour . 
 
   “It’s scary that this is not a dream . ”
 
   “Agreed . ”
 
   The players who were watching from afar in case of an unforeseen situation were unknowingly impressed . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   After all, Kim Woo-jin’s performance was worth their admiration . 
 
   “How the hell is he doing it?”
 
   Shortly after Kim Woo-jin began to tangle with the Dragon Knight, it realised that Kim Woo-jin, who was only defending, was an obstacle . 
 
   Naturally, it had moved to remove the intruders . 
 
   Recognizing that, Kim Woo-jin predicted the Dragon Knight’s path and blocked it precisely . 
 
   That was the point . 
 
   “I didn’t expect him to be able to read its movements so perfectly . ”
 
   “It’s hard to believe that he can even control a monster’s aggro . ”
 
   Perfect prediction and interception of its path . 
 
   Using this, Kim Woo-jin was able to perfectly block the Dragon Knight without attacking it even once . 
 
   Of course, if that was all, they would just feel a little admiration . 
 
   “After the Dragon raid began, the Guardian went crazy too…”
 
   The real challenge started after the Black Dragon fell to the ground . 
 
   The Dragon Knight’s focus immediately changed to protecting the Black Dragon as its roars and cries of pain shook the poison filled forest . 
 
   The Dragon Knight’s attempts to head over to the Dragon became much more intense .  
 
   It was like a rugby ball that you couldn’t tell when it would bounce . 
 
   “But he’s still able to predict it . ”
 
   Nevertheless, Kim Woo-jin continued to predict the anomalous and aggressive movements of the Dragon Knight and blocked them . 
 
   It was so perfect that this wouldn’t have been possible even if they’d agreed and practiced to do it in advance!
 
   It made those watching find it hard to believe what they were seeing . 
 
   “What the hell is Isaac Ivanov made of? How can he showcase such skill?”
 
   It was even harder to believe that it was none other than Isaac Ivanov who was doing this . 
 
   The Isaac Ivanov the world knew was the King of the Undead Army . 
 
   But the display that Isaac Ivanov was showing them wasn’t that of a king . 
 
   More importantly . 
 
   “Whatever it is, there’s one thing we can tell for sure . Isaac Ivanov could clear any dungeon on his own . ”
 
   What was clear was that Isaac Ivanov was the only player who could clear an entire dungeon on his own . 
 
   What he was currently displaying was the best proof of that . 
 
   Rooaar!
 
   Then a long roar from the Black Dragon shook the forest once again . 
 
   And everyone who heard it could immediately tell . 
 
   ‘It’s almost over . ’
 
   ‘They almost got it . ’
 
   Thanks to the experience they gained from the sixth floor, they could tell that that wasn’t a triumphant roar, but a pitiful cry uttered by a dying Dragon . 
 
   They also realised . 
 
   ‘It shouldn’t take much longer . ’
 
   That the countdown to their clearance of the 7 Floor dungeon and the time when they could return to the real world had begun . 
 
   Not long after, they received a notification . 
 
   [The Ruler of the Land of Dragons has been defeated . ]
 
   It was the notification which signified the end . Upon hearing it, the players all lifted their hands to the sky . 
 
   “We did it!”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “We cleared it!”
 
   “We cleared the peak of 7 Floors!”
 
   Disregarding the process, they cheered the fact that they had cleared the highest dungeon up to that point . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin didn’t cheer . 
 
   Instead of cheering, he looked down at the body of the Dragon Knight, which had fallen after the Black Dragon’s death . 
 
   Then he reached for the sword in the Dragon Knight’s hand . 
 
   As soon as he grabbed the sword, Kim Woo-jin received a notification . 
 
   [Excalibur reacts to King Arthur’s Ring . ]
 
   [Excalibur recognizes you as its owner . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled at that . 
 
   ‘To think that the Dragon Slayer missed it even when it was right in front of him . ’
 
   Excalibur . 
 
   It was revealed that the item was found in this dungeon . 
 
   Despite that, however, the sword never made an appearance in the world . 
 
   The reason for that was because one needed King Arthur’s Ring in order to wield Excalibur . 
 
   The Dragon Slayer, who didn’t have King Arthur’s Ring at that time, could only come out of the dungeon with Excalibur’s information . 
 
   But now, in Kim Woo-jin’s hands, the sword would be able to reveal its true value . 
 
   [Excalibur]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   – Physical Attack: 777
 
   – Required Level: Level 100 or higher
 
   – Description: King Arthur’s Sword . It is a sword that brings eternal glory to its owner . Anyone who doesn’t have King Arthur’s Ring should not dare to wield it . 
 
   – Attack power increased in proportion to user’s level
 
   – All stats +15%
 
   – All attack power +15%
 
   – All defense +15%
 
   – Triggers Curse of the Challenger when attacked
 
   – Triggers Blessing of the Winner when attacked
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was looking at Excalibur, wasn’t very impressed . 
 
   Holding the sword in his hand, he began to walk towards the site of the battle with the Black Dragon . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your performance . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld bestows some power unto you . ]
 
   [The rank of the Lich skill increased by one . ] (TL: See, didn’t use ‘Lich Summoning’ here)
 
   [The rank of the Death Knight skill increased by one . ]
 
   He also received a notification . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin didn’t pay attention to the notification either . 
 
   ‘There’s just one left now . ’
 
   He didn’t even notice . 
 
   ‘I’ll meet you soon, Lee Se-jun, after the next dungeon . ’
 
   At that moment, the only thing that Kim Woo-jin could see was his prey . 
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   December 15, 2024 . 
 
   At this time, the atmosphere at the end of the year began to ripen, but the current atmosphere in the world was different from any end of year atmosphere that they had encountered so far . 
 
   Of course, since the world had changed like a game, New Year’s Day had become a scary time for the world’s people . 
 
   [This year’s end of year celebrations have all been canceled!]
 
   [No New Year’s celebration! . ]
 
   But this time, it was especially bad . 
 
   The atmosphere in the world was indescribably dark and solemn, as though it was the end of a century rather than the end of a year . 
 
   The same was true even for Oh Se-chan . 
 
   ‘The world is changing . ’
 
   Knowing the truth of the true situation of the world more clearly than anyone else, he could feel just how much the world was changing . 
 
   ‘In a bad direction . ’
 
   He also knew that this change was in no way good for mankind . 
 
   ‘We don’t have much time . ’
 
   
 
 
   And he also knew that they didn’t have much time to face and prepare for these changes . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   ‘We have to make sure everything is settled by 2025 . No later than that . ’
 
   When Oh Se-chan began to draw up plans and make calculations in his head once again . 
 
   One of his subordinates, who was hard at work just a moment before, suddenly sprang up from their seat . 
 
   Surprised, Oh Se-chan looked at them and asked . 
 
   “What’s wrong?”
 
   The subordinate was also surprised by his question . 
 
   “Huh? I… just need to go to the bathroom . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan could only make a gloomy expression at his subordinate who was scratching their head sheepishly . 
 
   “Oh, right . ”
 
   Of course, as it had just been Oh Se-chan’s overreaction, he couldn’t actually blame his subordinate . 
 
   “The last time I used the toilet I found that the water pressure was a little strong . Did you guys put rocks in the toilet bowl?”
 
   Seeing him roughly brush over the problem in such a way, Oh Se-chan’s subordinate could only stare at him with an open mouth . 
 
   Suddenly . 
 
   Another subordinate jumped up from their seat, so Oh Se-chan decided to confirm it first . 
 
   “Do you want to use the bathroom too?”
 
   At that question, the subordinate simply stretched his arms . 
 
   “No, I just needed to stretch . ”
 
   It was clear that he just wanted to tease Oh Se-chan . 
 
   “These bastards . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan couldn’t help but laugh at the sight, and like that, the tense atmosphere in the office completely unraveled . 
 
   Now, it had returned to the friendly state where they were able to make light jokes without hesitation . 
 
   It was in this atmosphere that someone said . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “More importantly, are we having an end of year party? A Christmas party would be good too, wouldn’t it? We could buy a big cake, pizza and chicken, and have a nice party…”
 
   When the eyes of the subordinate turned to Oh Se-chan and saw that Oh Se-chan was staring at him with an eerie gaze, his words slowly faded . 
 
   “…I’m sorry . ”
 
   The look on this subordinate’s face, which was so nervous that it was almost comparable to Lee Jin-ah’s signature expression, made the other subordinates also close their mouths . 
 
   Naturally, the atmosphere became cold once again . 
 
   At that moment, another subordinate sprung up from his seat . 
 
   ‘Hey, not now!’
 
   ‘Read the room!’
 
   The other employees were visibly shocked, and Oh Se-chan’s expression became even colder . 
 
   Then the subordinate who got up shouted out . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin, no, Isaac Ivanov has started a Youtube live broadcast!”
 
   …
 
   -On December 15, 2024, at 17:22 UK time, I hereby announce the Saviour Guild’s successful clearance of the A+ rank 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   The announcement of the Saviour Guild’s dungeon clear that was made on youtube was quite plain . 
 
   [The Saviour Guild saves the world once again!]
 
   However, that didn’t prevent the news from transforming the world’s end of century atmosphere into a festive one . 
 
   [Mankind finally conquers 7 Floors!]
 
   The conquered 7 Floors!
 
   Furthermore, this was very symbolic . 
 
   Until now, mankind would challenge a new floor every year, thus creating hope for the next year . 
 
   But with 7 Floor dungeons in 2024, it seemed very unlikely . 
 
   This was proven by the fact that the only guilds which had begun targeting 7 Floor dungeons so far were the Messiah Guild and Saviour Guild . 
 
   [The Saviour Guild’s next target is 8 Floors!]
 
   [The 8 Floor era is coming!]
 
   Under such circumstances, the Saviour Guild successfully attacked an A+ rank 7 Floor dungeon, making it a foregone conclusion that they would attack 8 Floors in 2025 . 
 
   -The Saviour Guild is the greatest!
 
   -Since this happened, will the other four guilds also start attacking 7 Floor dungeons?
 
   ㄴNot counting the Messiah Guild, there is the Frontier Guild, Great One Guild, Kunlun Guild and Victoria Guild, right?
 
   ㄴWell, since they’ve already experienced the dungeon, it’s highly likely that they will start attacking them . 
 
   ㄴThere will soon be six guilds in 7 Floors . 
 
   In addition, there were many elements of hope that had appeared for humanity . 
 
   It was enough to completely overturn the end of century atmosphere . 
 
   However, when faced with such an atmosphere, the guilds who had taken part in the 7 Floor dungeon attack could not express any joy . 
 
   ‘If this is the kind of reaction we get just by clearing…’
 
   ‘I can’t imagine how they would react if they knew what Isaac Ivanov showed us in the dungeon . ’
 
   They knew better than anyone that what Isaac Ivanov had achieved was not just the dungeon clear . 
 
   Furthermore, they knew that the impact such a fact would have when it was revealed to the world would be completely incomparable to what they were experiencing . 
 
   Most of all, they were clear about one thing . 
 
   ‘It can no longer be denied that Isaac Ivanov is on the same level as Lee Se-jun if not better . ’
 
   ‘This is the era of Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   The era where Lee Se-jun stood alone at the top of the world had ended . And the era of Isaac Ivanov had begun . 
 
   ‘We have to change our relationship with the Saviour Guild . ’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘There will be a major shift in the world’s power structure . ’
 
   And it was clear that the order of the world would begin to fluctuate and change in accordance with the times . 
 
   ‘This is so troublesome . ’
 
   Park Yong-wan had no choice but to look at such changes with anxious eyes . 
 
   ‘If it keeps going like this, I might actually be eaten by Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   At first, he intended to use Isaac Ivanov for his own benefit . 
 
   And the result wasn’t bad either . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov had made Park Yong-wan, the player who was never treated as the No . 2 player in Korea, be recognized and admired by the world . 
 
   Therefore, Park Yong-wan bowed his head without hesitation when he saw what happened to the Lightning King . 
 
   He thought it would be more profitable to stay under Isaac Ivanov for the time being . 
 
   Furthermore, he had been confident that he would be able to get out at some point . 
 
   ‘It’s really dangerous . ’
 
   However, Park Yong-wan couldn’t help but lose his confidence during this dungeon attack . 
 
   He felt a sense of crisis that Isaac Ivanov, who was now chatting with the officials from the British royal family, might eat him whole, without leaving any flesh or bones . 
 
   It was around this time . 
 
   When sweat dripped down his spine and his body shivered under the stress of the crisis . 
 
   “Park Yong-wan . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin approached him . 
 
   “What is it?”
 
   “I’ll organise a meeting . Shakira will also be there . I think it’s time we had a proper conversation . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan didn’t think about it for too long . 
 
   “Please contact me when it is time . ”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   After the short conversation, Kim Woo-jin walked past Park Yong-wan and headed directly to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   Park Yong-wan followed him with his sharp gaze . 
 
   The world had begun to change . 
 
   …
 
   After the dungeon attack was completed, the thing that made people the most curious was what happened in the dungeon . 
 
   -How did they clear the dungeon?
 
   -How did they hunt the Dragon? I bet Isaac Ivanov used a really cool method . 
 
   -Ah, I’m so curious!
 
   It would be strange if people weren’t interested in the story of how the hero saved the world . 
 
   Nevertheless, it was extremely rare for the information about the dungeon attack process to be revealed to the public in detail . 
 
   -So what if you’re curious? It can’t be released . 
 
   -Such expensive information can’t just be handed out . 
 
   -Maybe we’ll see it in his autobiography later . 
 
   This was due to the value of the information that the players obtained directly from the dungeon . 
 
   Moreover, an A+ rank 7 Floor dungeon was a dungeon that no one had ever climbed before . 
 
   So the value of this information was so high that it was impossible to buy with money . 
 
   Following the confidentiality agreement, the five guilds which participated in the dungeon attack with the Saviour Guild remained silent . 
 
   But as always, there were no eternal secrets in the world . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   [Breaking News! The Saviour Guild’s attack process revealed!]
 
   It was almost natural that a person bearing the mask of ‘anonymous’ would appear and reveal the information for a very high price . (TL: I’m almost certain that this was Kim Woo-jin)
 
   So what happened in the dungeon was revealed to everyone in the world . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov basically cleared the 7 Floor dungeon by himself!]
 
   [The Death Knight summoned by Isaac Ivanov was able to violate a Dragon on its own!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov obtains Excalibur in the dungeon!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, the player who can clear a 7 Floor dungeon on his own!]
 
   And the information that appeared sent the world into chaos once again . 
 
   No, it wasn’t chaos . 
 
   -This feels like a lie no matter how I look at it . 
 
   -No matter how amazing Isaac Ivanov is, something like this shouldn’t be possible . 
 
   -Who would believe that he was able to do so much?
 
   At first, most people didn’t believe this information . 
 
   After all, it was incredibly ridiculous .  
 
   However, none of the players who participated in the dungeon denied it . 
 
   Even the Messiah Guild didn’t deny it . 
 
   -Is it really true?
 
   -It’s not a lie?
 
   -Hey, no way…
 
   When the world’s reaction to that fact steadily began to change, the Saviour Guild released a statement . 
 
   [We will look for whoever broke the confidentiality agreement and disclosed the events of the dungeon to the world, and sue them . ]
 
   They would pay any price to find those who revealed what should have been a secret!
 
   Of course, people were not interested about the price at all . 
 
   -Oh my God, so that story was all true?
 
   -Isaac Ivanov is that strong?
 
   -Enough to clear a 7 Floor dungeon on his own?
 
   They were only interested in the fact that the information turned out to be true . 
 
   The world soon went wild because of this fact . 
 
   -It looks like we’ll really end this game . 
 
   -With that ability, it shouldn’t be too hard to clear an 8 Floor dungeon!
 
   -I knew Isaac Ivanov was the best!
 
   -Where are the bastards who doubted the Saviour Guild before?
 
   They cheered the emergence of a saviour who would be able to save the world before the Messiah Guild, and maybe even do it on his own . 
 
   However, not everyone was cheering this fact . 
 
   Three people sat in a dimly lit room covered in shadows . 
 
   “Before I begin, I must emphasise that we will take the things that are said here to our graves . ”
 
   One of them, Kim Woo-jin spoke in a solemn tone, and the other two, Park Yong-wan and Shakira, nodded . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin continued . 
 
   “Everyone already knows the situation, so I’ll just be straightforward . If things continue at this rate, we will just become Isaac Ivanov’s tools . ”
 
   There was no question to this fact, so Kim Woo-jin continued . 
 
   “The problem is that Isaac Ivanov truly intends to target dungeons without stopping until he dies . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   No one said anything even after he said those words . 
 
   Naturally, Kim Woo-jin continued to speak . 
 
   “As you should’ve noticed in this last dungeon attack, there is no human who can keep up with Isaac Ivanov . Of course, it’s also clear that he would definitely survive a runaway . So even if we were to try to do so, we would just be destroyed . ”
 
   After Kim Woo-jin stopped speaking, a heavy silence fell upon the room . 
 
   It was the most obvious way to show their agreement with Kim Woo-jin’s words . 
 
   As he said, it was abundantly clear . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov was doing his best to finish the game as soon as possible, and his abilities had already reached a point where few people could keep up with him . 
 
   “First of all, none of the people here want the game to end like this . ”
 
   For the people gathered there, the most worrisome part was the fact that the game might end . 
 
   “Because we would all lose everything we’d accomplished so far . ”
 
   To be honest, there were few players who actually wanted the game to end . 
 
   And that was why the Messiah Guild had been regarded as saviours . 
 
   In a world where most of the players actually liked the game, only the Messiah Guild fought to reach the end of the game instead of only looking at their own personal interests . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin then made a statement . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild will not let Isaac Ivanov do as he pleases . ”
 
   That the Messiah Guild didn’t want it either . 
 
   This caused the expression of both Park Yong-wan and Shakira to change . 
 
   “What do you mean?”
 
   “What are you talking about?”
 
   The two finally spoke for the first time . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s words made it sound like the Messiah Guild had no intention of saving the world . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin then told them . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild signed a secret contract with Johann Georg in order to get rid of Isaac Ivanov and even sponsored him . If you consider the deal between Johann Georg and the Messiah Guild it would be clear that the Messiah Guild doesn’t actually plan to save the world . ”
 
   Amazing words . 
 
   “That’s a really amazing tale, but do you think it means much in the current situation?”
 
   However, those amazing words didn’t mean much in the current situation . 
 
   “There’s no evidence . ”
 
   This could only be based on what happened in the past and Kim Woo-jin’s own hypothesis . 
 
   This meant that it was just a speculation without any real evidence . 
 
   “What if I told you that Johann Georg was still alive?”
 
   However, the weight of Kim Woo-jin’s words changed completely under the assumption that Johann Georg was still alive . 
 
   “He’s alive?”
 
   “Johann Georg?”
 
   At that moment, Kim Woo-jin gestured to the door with his chin, and a man walked in . 
 
   “Hello?”
 
   The appearance of Johann Georg, whose beautiful appearance could not be mistaken for anyone else, caused the two to freeze . 
 
   “I’ve had a number of discussions with Johann Georg . And the two of us have come to one conclusion . ”
 
   In this situation, Kim Woo-jin said . 
 
   “If we don’t kill Isaac Ivanov, we will die . ”
 
   At those words, Park Yong-wan and Shakira turned to look at Kim Woo-jin again . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin met their gazes with cold, sullen eyes . 
 
   “So let’s kill Isaac Ivanov . ”
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   There is nothing scarier than war . 
 
   However, most people would feel more scared if a psycho was to stab someone in their neighbourhood than if there was a war somewhere else in the world . 
 
   The same was true this time . 
 
   “If we don’t get rid of Isaac Ivanov, we will be in danger . ”
 
   There was no one who didn’t know how dangerous Isaac Ivanov really was .  
 
   So there was no denying the fact that he had to die . 
 
   But there was also no one who desperately wanted to risk their lives to do it . 
 
   That was why Kim Woo-jin didn’t stop talking since he’d taken the stage . 
 
   “More than anything else, the Messiah Guild will not let Isaac Ivanov do as he wishes . Johann Georg is proof of that . ”
 
   Along with those words, Kim Woo-jin pointed a finger towards Johann Georg . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild were never pacifists . They even tried to hire Johann Georg to get rid of Isaac Ivanov . And it wasn’t just a sloppy job either, it was one that came with tremendous support . ”
 
   Johann Georg was presented as evidence . 
 
   “There’s no way the Messiah Guild, who already made such an attempt, would let their rivals get ahead of them . ”
 
   
 
 
   Evidence that the Messiah Guild would never let Isaac Ivanov stand above their heads .  
 
   Evidence that the threat they faced was much more dangerous than they thought . 
 
   “From now on, the Messiah Guild will do everything in its power to attack the Saviour Guild . And, naturally, before they hit Isaac Ivanov, they will have to clean up his surroundings first . ”
 
   Furthermore, Kim Woo-jin told them that the first targets of the Messiah Guild wouldn’t be Isaac Ivanov himself, but those around him . 
 
   The threat they faced was much closer than they thought . 
 
   “Do you have a way?”
 
   Only then did Park Yong-wan ask a question like this for the first time . 
 
   In truth, Park Yong-wan and Shakira had the same thought . 
 
   They had recognized a threat . 
 
   The reason for this meeting was to decide how to deal with it . 
 
   They came here just to listen to the discussion on how they would kill Isaac Ivanov without making any real commitments . 
 
   That way, it became possible for them to make an excuse if necessary . 
 
   So if word of this somehow reached Isaac Ivanov’s ears, they could say they just attended the meeting without giving any opinions . It was a petty, but honest excuse . 
 
   “A way to hunt that monster . ”
 
   So in such a situation, by saying something like that, Park Yong-wan was basically giving up his excuse . 
 
   This was proof that he felt threatened enough to think that removing the threat had a higher priority than leaving an excuse . 
 
   To this question, Kim Woo-jin replied . 
 
   “We have to find one somehow . ”
 
   It was an unexpected answer . 
 
   But no one expressed any disappointment when they heard it . 
 
   After all, it would naturally be strange if it was easy to think of a way to deal with a monster like Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “But I’m sure we’re not the only ones who want Isaac Ivanov dead . ”
 
   That didn’t mean their situation was hopeless, however . 
 
   There were still many people in the world who wanted Isaac Ivanov dead . 
 
   “We still have time . ”
 
   And it was true that they still had time . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov currently has no plans for the new year . At the start of the new year, we will definitely prepare to attack an 8 Floor dungeon, but we will also keep a close eye on the Messiah Guild . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Keep a close eye?”
 
   “The Messiah Guild will definitely challenge an 8 Floor dungeon after this dungeon attack . If so, Isaac Ivanov will aim for a higher ranked dungeon than the one the Messiah Guild attacks . ”
 
   “So if the Messiah Guild chooses a C rank dungeon, he will enter a B rank dungeon without hesitation . ”
 
   Of course, after that, the outcome they’d have to face would not be pleasant . 
 
   “Yes . That’s right . ”
 
   “So you’re saying that our first step into an 8 Floor dungeon might be B rank…”
 
   Those who agreed with Shakira’s complaint nodded . 
 
   “Then we’ll have to wait and see until the new year . The Messiah Guild will definitely make a move after this dungeon attack . ”
 
   Everyone nodded again at Park Yong-wan’s words . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin spoke up . 
 
   “Then we’ll end our meeting here . If there are any changes in the situation, I’ll contact everyone . ”
 
   After saying these words, Kim Woo-jin turned around . 
 
   “Wait . ”
 
   Then Park Yong-wan stopped him . 
 
   “How can we get in contact with you? We certainly can’t use our personal contact information for something like this, can we?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin gave an immediate response to this question . 
 
   “I’ll have a broker deliver burner phones to you . ”
 
   Despite saying this, Kim Woo-jin still didn’t turn around . 
 
   He didn’t want them to see his gaze which was colder than ever . 
 
   “Then I wish you all a happy new year . ”
 
   That was the end of 2024 . 
 
   …
 
   December 31, 2024 . 
 
   The end of 2024 was still filled with news about Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   [The hammer Isaac Ivanov’s Death Knight uses is Mjolnir!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov has a skill that can instantly kill monsters!]
 
   News about Isaac Ivanvo’s dungeon attack didn’t end after the first release, instead, new details were revealed day by day . 
 
   -Ah, who the hell is it? How do they keep giving more information?
 
   -Weren’t they filing for a lawsuit? Have they been identified yet?
 
   It was a scene where the Saviour Guild’s threat to find the one who didn’t uphold the confidentiality agreement and sue them didn’t seem to have an effect . 
 
   Therefore, people began to wonder . 
 
   -Is it normal to keep getting information like this after the Saviour Guild already said they were going to sue?
 
   -Who the hell is it?
 
   -I don’t know who he is, but he’s certainly an amazing person . 
 
   Who on earth was it that kept revealing information despite the possible feud with the Saviour Guild?
 
   Even Oh Se-chan’s subordinates were the same . 
 
   “Who the hell is revealing the information like this? I’m sure he’s one of those guys who took part in the dungeon attack . ”
 
   “I don’t know who exactly it is, but it’s almost certain that their background is amazing . ”
 
   “And it looks like they really get a lot of money for revealing it . Otherwise, there would be no need to sell the information in such a risky manner . ”
 
   They also wondered who the mysterious informant was . 
 
   Oh Se-chan answered this question for them . 
 
   “It was me . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “It was me . ”
 
   All of the employees, including the subordinates who asked the questions, couldn’t help but tilt their heads at the confession . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The atmosphere in the room also became strangely cold . 
 
   But Oh Se-chan didn’t seem to care . 
 
   “I did it . ”
 
   So his subordinates asked . 
 
   “Why?”
 
   “Because almost everyone knows already, so there’s no reason to hide it . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “You don’t know? The Messiah Guild, Kunlun Guild, Great One Guild, and Frontier Guild all know this information, don’t they? Then we can almost guarantee that all the guilds who have a close relationship with them also know it . How can that still be called a secret?”
 
   It was a valid statement . 
 
   Although they had signed a confidentiality agreement, there were too many people involved and there was no way to guarantee that they would really keep everything perfectly confidential . 
 
   “More importantly, that information is now outdated . ”
 
   In addition, the information they obtained from the 7 Floor dungeon could already be considered old information . 
 
   “Then…”
 
   “Right, next is 8 Floors . ”
 
   At least, this was the case for Kim Woo-jin who was preparing to attack an 8 Floor dungeon . 
 
   Under those circumstances, there was no need to get hung up on information from a 7 Floor dungeon . 
 
   The tension, which had started to disperse, began to grow once again after Oh Se-chan’s words . 
 
   ‘It’s finally time for 8 Floors . ’
 
   ‘The world order created by the Messiah Guild will finally change . ’
 
   The fact that the Saviour Guild was targeting 8 Floor dungeons meant that a different order was about to begin . 
 
   Everyone who knew this couldn’t help but feel nervous . 
 
   In this tension, Oh Se-chan muttered to himself . 
 
   “Well, and we could still make money . ”
 
   At that moment, all of the subordinates who heard him made the same expression as though they had predicted it beforehand . 
 
   ‘That’s what it was . ’
 
   ‘That was it . ’
 
   Seeing their expressions, Oh Se-chan said . 
 
   “You don’t think the biggest reason I released the information was for the money, do you?”
 
   “Wasn’t it?”
 
   When his subordinate asked this question, Oh Se-chan responded with a serene expression . 
 
   “No, you’re right . ”
 
   After saying this, Oh Se-chan looked down at his watch . 
 
   ‘They have 2 hours left . ’
 
   It was currently two hours before the new year . 
 
   ‘If they were going to come out, it would definitely be around this time . ’
 
   Just as it became clear that Oh Se-chan was waiting for something . 
 
   “We received breaking news . ”
 
   The thing that he was waiting for appeared . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild has completed their dungeon attack . ”
 
   The Messiah Guild had returned to the world before the new year . 
 
   …
 
   [The Messiah Guild completes their dungeon attack ahead of the new year!]
 
   On December 31, 2024, the Messiah had successfully cleared the dungeon two hours before the new year . 
 
   It was perfect timing . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   It was as though the saviour had returned to welcome the new year . 
 
   The world became excited at the situation which seemed to have been orchestrated by a divine being . 
 
   -After all, the Messiah is from heaven!
 
   -No matter how great the Saviour Guild is, in the end, the heavens are helping the Messiah Guild!
 
   -The Messiah is the true Saviour . 
 
   The news was immediately delivered to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who checked the contents of the message he received while standing in a dense forest under the dark night sky, then turned off his smartphone . 
 
   He felt a bit of appreciation within . 
 
   ‘You’re finally here . ’
 
   That was all . 
 
   After that brief appreciation, Kim Woo-jin no longer thought about the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Because he knew . 
 
   ‘As expected, they deliberately set the time . ’
 
   The fact that their timely exit was intentional . 
 
   It wasn’t a particularly difficult task . 
 
   If the dungeon attack experienced unexpected delays, there was nothing that could be done about it, but if the dungeon attack went smoothly, it wasn’t difficult to set the time that you exited the dungeon . 
 
   ‘Because there must not have been anything challenging . ’
 
   And since Kim Woo-jin knew exactly what dungeon they’d entered, he was confident that they would be able to do so . 
 
   ‘It wouldn’t have been hard for Lee Se-jun . ’
 
   Because the main player that had entered the dungeon was none other than Lee Se-jun . 
 
   He was still recognized as the strongest player in the world, which was why he was revered as the Saviour . 
 
   With Lee Se-jun’s power, 7 Floor dungeons were not a threat . 
 
   That was the reason would not be able to be impressed by the Messiah Guild’s timely return even if he wanted to be . 
 
   Moreover, there was something even more important than that . 
 
   ‘However, it’s different from 8 Floors . ’
 
   The problem was 8 Floors . 
 
   First, most 8 Floor dungeons were Lord dungeons . 
 
   And being Lord dungeons meant that it was guaranteed that at least one legendary item could be obtained in them, even if they were a low rank . 
 
   In other words, that was how difficult of a stage it was . 
 
   ‘A 9 Floor dungeon should appear soon . ’
 
   But what was really important weren’t the 8 Floor dungeons . 
 
   In 2025, the first 9 Floor dungeon would appear in the world . 
 
   ‘The 9 Floor without a rank . ’
 
   And that 9 Floor dungeon didn’t have a rank . 
 
   ‘The last dungeon . ’
 
   The final dungeon, which could be considered the end of the game, would appear . 
 
   That was why the Messiah Guild began influencing the world earnestly in 2025 . 
 
   To ensure that no one could attack the 9 Floor dungeon before they wanted it to be attacked . 
 
   So that the world would continue being a game . 
 
   Their ambition was no different now . 
 
   As soon as the 9 Floor dungeon is announced, the Messiah Guild would begin to feel impatient . 
 
   In fact, it was highly likely that the anxiety they felt would be even stronger than Kim Woo-jin had expected since they had to face the pressure of a new rival named the Saviour Guild . 
 
   ‘If the Messiah Guild confirms the existence of the 9 Floor dungeon… the outcome might be different from what I know . ’
 
   It was possible that they might even take off the ‘Saviour’ mask that they had been wearing all along . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   These people who wanted to devour the world might be willing to wear a new mask . 
 
   ‘I’ll finish before that . ’
 
   That would be the worse scenario for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   If the game he was aiming for was to change, then all the preparations he made for the game would become meaningless . 
 
   That’s why Kim Woo-jin was waiting alone on Hallasan Mountain on Jeju Island . 
 
   Beep!
 
   Then he heard the alarm he set go off . 
 
   It was an indication that the new year had arrived . 
 
   At the same time, mist began to appear in front of Kim Woo-jin before transforming into an enormous gate . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin reached out to the dungeon gate . 
 
   Then the dungeon’s status appeared before him . 
 
   [Land of the Nine Tails]
 
   – Floors: 8
 
   – Difficulty: B- 
 
   – Maximum number of Entries: 999 (TL: Holy sh*t)
 
   – Requirement: Level 250 and below
 
   – Challenge Conditions: Defeat the Nine Tailed Beast!
 
   – Reward: Catalogue
 
   The Land of Nine Tails .  
 
   After confirming it, Kim Woo-jin removed his hand . 
 
   Immediately afterwards, Kim Woo-jin took a feature phone from his pocket and called a number that was stored on it . 
 
   -What is it?
 
   Then he heard Park Yong-wan’s voice . 
 
   “It’s an extension of the thing we talked about last time . ”
 
   -Say it . 
 
   When Park Yong-wan heard Kim Woo-jin’s words, his voice became heavy and cold . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin told him . 
 
   “I just finished a conversation with Isaac Ivanov . As expected, he intends to attack a higher grade dungeon than the Messiah Guild . He knows it’s reckless, so he is going to form an elite group to enter the dungeon with him . Even at the cost of their lives . ”
 
   -That would be dangerous for us . 
 
   “Maybe it’s an opportunity . It would be a tough stage for Isaac Ivanov, and chance for us to get rid of him . ”
 
   -Did you call me to tell me that?
 
   “If we really want to use the opportunity to kill Isaac Ivanov, we’d need something first . ”
 
   -Something?
 
   “There’s only one sword that can kill him since he’s covered in legendary items, including the Aegis Shield . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled drily . 
 
   “The Dragon Slayer’s Balmung is the only sword that can cut Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan stopped talking for a while . 
 
   Naturally, there was silence . 
 
   -Then who will use Balmung?
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered simply . 
 
   “I will . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan responded immediately . 
 
   -I’ll contact the Dragon Slayer . 
 
   After the conversation, Kim Woo-jin closed the feature phone before breaking it in two . 
 
   Then he looked at the dungeon gate in front of him without a word
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   January 1, 2025 . 
 
   A press conference was held by none other than the Master of the Messiah Guild, Lee Se-jun . 
 
   Lee Se-jun, dressed in armor and showing signs of just completing the dungeon spoke as soon as the new year came . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild’s goal hasn’t changed . In 2025, we will do everything we can to end the game . ”
 
   These words by Lee Se-jun were simultaneously transmitted to the world by every broadcaster . 
 
   However, the reaction he gained was different from the past . 
 
   -Lee Se-jun is so amazing!
 
   -Lee Se-jun is the saviour!
 
   -Let’s just trust and follow Lee Se-jun . 
 
   In the past, there was only praise towards Lee Se-jun, but now it was different . 
 
   -Isaac Ivanov is the amazing one, not Lee Se-jun . 
 
   -That’s right . In the end, Isaac Ivanov cleared the 7 Floor dungeon faster, and it was even at a higher rank . 
 
   -The Messiah Guild certainly has more influence . But Isaac Ivanov’s skills are definitely better . 
 
   
 
 
   Whenever Lee Se-jun’s name, which no one dared to be compared to, was mentioned, so was Isaac Ivanov’s name . 
 
   “The world has changed a lot . ”
 
   This was proof that the world was no longer relying on Lee Se-jun alone . 
 
   “Lee Se-jun’s ‘name is not the same as it used to be . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who was watching the proceedings on his smartphone, stuck his tongue out with a laugh . 
 
   “If it continues like this, we’ll win the game without even having to fight . ”
 
   With those words, Lee Jin-ah turned to look at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   In his eyes, he could see Kim Woo-jin typing something on a laptop in front of him . 
 
   “Isn’t that right?”
 
   Even when asked a question, Kim Woo-jin didn’t answer . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah made a glum expression . 
 
   “Isn’t it right? Don’t you think you’ve in against Lee Se-jun in a 1v1? No, it’s natural for you to win . I’m not sure how powerful Lee Se-jun is, but I’m sure that he’s not as strong as you are . ”
 
   Only then did Kim Woo-jin respond for the first time . 
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was surprised at the unexpectedly gentle response . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was the strongest person Lee Jin-ah knew, and he didn’t think there was any other human who could compare to him . 
 
   So when he said ‘that’s right’, it was basically a definitive answer . 
 
   It meant that he was stronger than Lee Se-jun . 
 
   In truth, Kim Woo-jin thought so too . 
 
   At this point, Kim Woo-jin’s strength was way beyond his expectations, and was enough to hunt Lee Se-jun . 
 
   This wasn’t just his thought . 
 
   “Lee Se-jun will think so too . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin was certain that Lee Se-jun would reach the same conclusion . 
 
   “Because the Messiah Guild’s players would have reported my battles perfectly . ”
 
   After all, the players from the Messiah Guild had confirmed Kim Woo-jin’s, or rather Isaac Ivanov’s combat capability . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   That was Kim Woo-jin’s goal . 
 
   He tried to make the Messiah Guild somehow believe that Isaac Ivanov was something to be wary, fearful, and afraid of, while at the same time believing that he was too dangerous to be touched easily . 
 
   “That’s why it’s a problem . ”
 
   At the same time, that was a problem . 
 
   “Lee Se-jun will run away the moment Isaac Ivanov comes close . ”
 
   Lee Se-jun would never want to use the same space or stage as Isaac Ivanov anymore . 
 
   No one wanted to hang around a beast that was stronger than them . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but ask back when he heard that . 
 
   “Then you should’ve hidden your skills, right?”
 
   If the problem was that your opponent became scared after you revealed your skills, then wasn’t hiding your skills the right answer?
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded simply to Lee Jin-ah’s reaction . 
 
   “Regardless of whether I hide my skills or not, it would still be impossible to meet Lee Se-jun . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   “Lee Se-jun has never revealed his location . No matter what power I had, Lee Se-jun never wanted to meet me . ”
 
   Apart from that, Lee Se-jun was an incredibly hard person to meet in the first place .  
 
   His official appearances were rare, and even those were mostly irregular .  
 
   Furthermore, all of his movements were treated with the utmost secrecy, and all kinds of methods and maneuvers were used to hide those secrets . 
 
   As far as Kim Woo-jin knew, he even had a doppelganger who took his place at times . 
 
   “It must have gotten even worse now . ”
 
   Perhaps by this point, only a few people in the Messiah Guild knew about Lee Se-jun’s movements, and it was highly like that they were given false information in order to conceal the true information . 
 
   Naturally, it was necessary to pay an unspeakable price in order to meet a person like Lee Se-jun . 
 
   “That’s why we need a sacrifice . ”
 
   “Sacrifice?”
 
   Instead of answering, Kim Woo-jin tapped on his laptop a few more times . 
 
   Seeing this, Lee Jin-ah decided to change his question . 
 
   “No, more than that, what the hell have you been typing all this time? Are you chatting with a blonde-haired foreigner?” (TL: author really likes to make foreigners blonde…)
 
   To that question, Kim Woo-jin looked at Lee Jin-ah and said . 
 
   “That’s correct . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Surprised, Lee Jin-ah shot up from his seat and said . 
 
   “No, if you’re really chatting with a blonde beauty then you should include me too! You can’t do it alone! Wah, I’ve put up with everything else so far, but I definitely can’t put up with this!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was genuinely angry . 
 
   Despite Lee Jin-ah’s antics, Kim Woo-jin simply closed the laptop and stood up . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah asked him a question . 
 
   “What’s their name?”
 
   “Francois Sureau . ”
 
   “Did you meet in France? How did you meet? Is she pretty?”
 
   Suddenly, Lee Jin-ah tilted his head . 
 
   “But why do I feel like I’ve heard that name before . ”
 
   Only then did he realise . 
 
   “The Dragon Slayer?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   That it was the Dragon Slayer’s name . 
 
   “Why him?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah expressed his doubts at the unexpected name, and Kim Woo-jin answered him with a smile . 
 
   “He’s going to lend me Balmung . ”
 
   “Balmung? Oh my God, that Balmung?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah was frightened by those words . 
 
   “No, why all of a sudden?”
 
   “It’s because of Park Yong-wan’s best efforts . I asked him to obtain Balmung for me . ”
 
   “Park Yong-wan again?”
 
   Hearing that Park Yong-wan had once again given him a present, Lee Jin-ah looked like he couldn’t believe it . 
 
   Then his expression changed once again . 
 
   “No, but what would Park Yong-wan have had to do in order to get Balmung? That was something that even you couldn’t get, wasn’t it?”
 
   So far, the gifts that Park Yong-wan had given to Kim Woo-jin were certainly valuable .  
 
   But Balmung was different . 
 
   In terms of reputation or value, it was on par with Excalibur, which Kim Woo-jin had obtained, and it belonged to the Dragon Slayer . 
 
   No matter how much of a world-class player Park Yong-wan was now, there was no way that he could easily obtain Balmung . 
 
   “What can that poor guy that has basically given everything to you possibly offer? Would he even be able to get Balmung even if he offered Durandal?”
 
   How on earth did he manage to obtain Balmung?
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered his question . 
 
   “Park Yong-wan still had something to offer . ”
 
   “What was it?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded in a plain voice . 
 
   “Me . ”
 
   …
 
   A small mansion located in Inje County, Gangwon-do .  
 
   A vehicle carefully approached this mansion, which had been covered by the snow that had fallen a few days before . 
 
   As soon as the car arrived at the mansion, two men got out of it .  
 
   Their thick coats, hats and sunglasses made it difficult to tell their appearances as they headed straight into the mansion without a single word . 
 
   “You’re here . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan, who was waiting in the living room of the mansion, greeted them . 
 
   “Sit . ”
 
   However, despite welcoming guests, Park Yong-wan’s voice was much heavier than usual . 
 
   In this atmosphere, one of the men took off his coat, hat and sunglasses . 
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   This person was none other than Johann Georg . 
 
   Park Yong-wan narrowed his eyes as he looked at him . 
 
   ‘I didn’t expect him to come all the way here . ’
 
   At the same time, Park Yong-wan recalled the conversation he’d had with Johann Georg a few days prior . 
 
   At that time, Park Yong-wan was doing everything he could in order to borrow Balmung from the Dragon Slayer . 
 
   Of course, his results were not very good . 
 
   No, it could be said that Park Yong-wan had nothing that would enable him to carry out such a transaction . 
 
   In that situation, Johann Georg approached him and made a suggestion . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Let’s join hands with the people in the world who also want Isaac Ivanov dead . 
 
   “Is this the representative sent by the Messiah Guild?”
 
   Join hands with the Messiah Guild . 
 
   “Yes, he’s been helping me all this while . ”
 
   “Should I talk to him while he keeps his face hidden?”
 
   “Not at all . We’re now on the same side, what’s the point of hiding our faces?”
 
   At that moment, the man besides Johann Georg also removed his coat, hat and sunglasses . 
 
   Park Yong-wan, who confirmed his identity, let out a laugh . 
 
   “I didn’t expect the Bow God to come . ”
 
   When the Bow God was revealed as the Messiah Guild’s representative, the atmosphere became a bit heavier . 
 
   This was natural . 
 
   After all, the meaning behind this meeting had also become heavier . 
 
   The Bow God, who also knew this, spoke to Park Yong-wan with a heavy tone . 
 
   “It should be clear since I was the one to come here . From now on, Park Yong-wan, you are a member of the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   He clearly expressed his will in Korean . 
 
   “Did you become proficient in Korean because you’re in the Messiah Guild?”
 
   Park Yong-wan couldn’t help but make a sarcastic remark about that as he shot an eerie look towards the Bow God . 
 
   After looking at him for a while, Park Yong-wan nodded . 
 
   “Since this is about killing Isaac Ivanov, I don’t plan to do anything foolish . Instead, I’m more curious about the Messiah Guild . I wonder if you’ve truly accepted me as a member just because I gave you my loyalty . And if you can protect me . ”
 
   Then Johann Georg opened his mouth . 
 
   “Since we’re all on the same page now, why don’t we move on to the next part?”
 
   When Korean also came out of his mouth, the Bow God and Park Yong-wan turned to look at him . 
 
   How could he speak Korean?
 
   Johann Georg laughed and answered this question that he saw in their eyes . 
 
   “I studied Korean a bit . ”
 
   With a beautiful smile that would seem terrifying to anyone else looking, the two sat down . 
 
   “For now, the situation is simple . The Saviour Guild wants to get rid of Isaac Ivanov and the Messiah Guild want it too . In this situation, Kim Woo-jin said that he could kill Isaac Ivanov as long as he had the Dragon Slayer’s Balmung . But since we couldn’t get the Balmung on our own, we had to ask for the Messiah Guild’s help . ”
 
   To this explanation, the Bow God asked . 
 
   “Why do you need Balmung to kill Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   “Do you know the abilities of Balmung?”
 
   “I do . ”
 
   “Then the reason is simple . The defences and resistances of anyone wounded by Balmung are greatly reduced . In truth, the concept of defence is rather abstract . But naturally, his resistance to poison will also drop sharply . And for us, the player who we want to give Balmung to is the player with the strongest poison in the world . ”
 
   In truth, this was a question that didn’t need to be asked . 
 
   If you knew the abilities of Balmung, and knew that the player asking for it was Kim Woo-jin, then you didn’t have to roll your head around to be able to realise why he wanted it . 
 
   This was not something that the Bow God, who had wanted to kill Kim Woo-jin, couldn’t know . 
 
   “Right, that’s true . ”
 
   Nevertheless, since the Bow God brought up this question, it meant that he had other intentions . 
 
   And the Bow God didn’t take long to reveal it . 
 
   “But why isn’t Kim Woo-jin, the party involved, here?”
 
   At this question, Park Yong-wan turned to look at Johann Georg . 
 
   In fact, Park Yong-wan had wanted Kim Woo-jin to be a part of the meeting . 
 
   After all, it was none other than Kim Woo-jin who would be handling it, which meant that it would certainly be neat and clean . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   But Johann Georg had rejected Park Yong-wan’s suggestion . 
 
   He’d asked for a meeting without Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Well, that is also simple . ”
 
   And now, he revealed the reason . 
 
   “Because Kim Woo-jin must also be removed together with Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   There was no change in Johann Georg’s eyes as he said those words . 
 
   Proof that this was not a sudden suggestion, but something that he had been planning for a long time . 
 
   In fact, there was nothing strange about it . 
 
   “The Emissary of the Underworld is known for their favoritism . Therefore, in order to be favored by him, I need to remove my competitors as much as possible . ”
 
   His halo was the Emissary of the Underworld, that alone was enough of a reason . 
 
   The Bow God nodded at Johann Georg’s words . 
 
   After all, the Bow God, who had tried countless means and methods to kill Kim Woo-jin only to experience one bitter failure after another, had no reason to refuse this suggestion . 
 
   “Of course, Park Yong-wan’s decision is the most important part . ”
 
   The only problem was the decision of Park Yong-wan, who could be said to be Kim Woo-jin’s biggest sponsor . 
 
   Naturally, everyone turned to look at Park Yong-wan, and under their gazes, Park Yong-wan said . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin is one of the best cards I have created since become a player . ”
 
   As he said these words, Park Yong-wan seemed to be lost in his recollection . 
 
   With that look on his face, he continued . 
 
   “To tear this card with my own hands…”
 
   The atmosphere in the room became heavier and heavier . 
 
   In such an atmosphere, Park Yong-wan looked at them and said . 
 
   “Then what can you give me in return?”
 
   If the price was right, I would willingly give up this card .  
 
   When they heard this, Johann Georg and the Bow God smiled . 
 
   …
 
   January 15, the day that signified that half of January had passed . 
 
   Woowoong!
 
   Kim Woo-jin who was doing something in the Hallasan Mountains, stopped what he was doing as his feature phone vibrated, and checked the text that he’d received . 
 
   [Balmung secured . ]
 
   After confirming the text he received from Park Yong-wan, Kim Woo-jin gave a dirty smile . 
 
   ‘A person’s nature will never change . ’
 
   With that brief ridicule, Kim Woo-jin typed a reply on his feature phone and sent it to Park Yong-wan . 
 
   [Then I will prepare for the Saviour Hunt . ]
 
   While sending this message, Kim Woo-jin affirmed in his mind . 
 
   ‘Never . ’
 
   No matter who they were, a man’s nature could not be changed . 
 
   A few hours later, a shocking piece of news shocked the world . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild announces their 8 Floor dungeon attack!]
 
   [Their goal is the Orc Lord, ruler of a C rank dungeon!]
 
   And as soon as the news came out, more news was revealed . 
 
   [The Saviour Guild set to challenge B rank 8 Floor dungeon!]
 
   Once again, the war had begun . 
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   The greatest rivalry always came during the second match . 
 
   Aka the Revenge Match . 
 
   Because there was nothing that made the fighters and viewers more desperate than a revenge match . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild challenges an 8 Floor dungeon!]
 
   [The Saviour Guild challenges an 8 Floor dungeon one rank higher than the Messiah Guild!]
 
   That’s why people were even more enthusiastic about the second match between the Messiah Guild and Saviour Guild . 
 
   The attention of the entire world became focused on the Messiah Guild and Saviour Guild’s 8 Floor dungeon challenges . 
 
   -It’s finally coming to an end . 
 
   -If the Messiah Guild loses here, then everyone will know that the Saviour Guild is the best . 
 
   -Rather, this is a good opportunity for the Messiah Guild to overturn the public opinion . The Messiah Guild will always be the best guild!
 
   It was such that even calling it the confrontation of the century was not enough . 
 
   It was the Saviour Guild who made the first move in this match . 
 
   [The Saviour Guild gathers on Hallasan Mountain . ]
 
   
 
 
   [999 players will gather to hunt the Nine Tailed Beast!]
 
   [Many international players will participate!]
 
   A whopping 999 players had gathered on the Hallasan Mountain, Jeju Island . 
 
   [Jeju airport closed!]
 
   [Jeju port closed!]
 
   [Jeju Island becomes a stage for only the Saviour Guild!]
 
   To make sure there were no problems with the dungeon attack, the Korean government completely controlled access to Jeju Island . 
 
   The gigantic Jeju Island was willingly transformed into a stage for the Saviour Guild . 
 
   “I never thought it was possible to reserve Jeju Island . ”
 
   When Park Yong-wan arrived on Jeju Island, which had been controlled in this way, in a private jet, he was greeted to the sight of a quiet Jeju International Airport . 
 
   Park Yong-wan, who was descending the stairs of his plane couldn’t help but laugh as he looked at Jeju International Airport, which was considered to be one of the busiest airports in the world in the past . 
 
   ‘The scale is really huge . ’
 
   “The scale is really big . ”
 
   At that moment, a man who appeared beside Park Yong-wan, expressed his feelings in words . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   Realising that it was Kim Woo-jin, Park Yong-wan turned to look at his eyes . 
 
   After a brief conversation with their eyes, Park Yong-wan pointed to the custom built, bulletproof Cadillac Escalade that was parked nearby . 
 
   Soon, the two of them got into the car . 
 
   Click!
 
   There was the sound of the door closing, and at that moment, Kim Woo-jin and Park Yong-wan both took out their smartphones . 
 
   No signs of communication could be seen . 
 
   After confirming something, Park Yong-wan removed a long sword from his inventory .  
 
   There was no need to say anything . 
 
   He simply handed the swords to Kim Woo-jin, who checked its status window as he received it . 
 
   [Balmung]
 
   – Rating: Legendary
 
   – Physical Attack: 888
 
   – Required Level: Level 88 or higher
 
   – Description: Siegfried’s sword . It can kill anything . 
 
   – All stats +30%
 
   – All attack power +30%
 
   – All stats +20% when attacking
 
   – Activates ‘Curse of Balmung’ after wounding an enemy . 
 
   Balmung . 
 
   As he confirmed that it was truly the Dragon Slayer’s Balmung, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes began to shine . 
 
   Of course, this light only flashed by briefly . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Immediately after, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes returned to normal and he calmly placed Balmung into his inventory . 
 
   Their conversation began after that . 
 
   “What about Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   “He’s waiting near the dungeon . ”
 
   “Near the dungeon?”
 
   “He’s preparing for possible acts of terrorism, surprise attacks, and pre-emptive sabotage . ”
 
   “It’s the first time I’ve heard of him preparing so much . Isn’t it enough to have Thunderbird handle that?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s response to Park Yong-wan’s question was simple . 
 
   “It seems he thinks this dungeon attack won’t be easy even for him . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan shut his mouth at that answer . 
 
   If it was an ordinary situation, he might have tried to make a sarcastic remark, but Park Yong-wan, who had seen the dungeon report, couldn’t even make any jokes . 
 
   “It’s really 999?”
 
   “Yes, the maximum number of entries is 999 . ”
 
   The fact that the maximum number of entries was 999 told him clearly . 
 
   “It will really be a difficult dungeon . ”
 
   “Yes, a dungeon that 7 Floor dungeons could not be compared to . ”
 
   This dungeon would be far more dangerous than any dungeon they had ever faced before . 
 
   It was a place whose difficulty they couldn’t even begin to imagine . 
 
   In all honesty, they were beginning to think that this challenge was too reckless . 
 
   “Is he willing to give up?”
 
   In this situation, giving up would be the smart choice . 
 
   “He doesn’t intend to give up . Not unless the Messiah Guild gives up first . Otherwise, he’ll attack the dungeon at all costs . ”
 
   But Isaac Ivanov had no intention of making the smart choice . 
 
   Park Yong-wan didn’t make any more comments to that fact . 
 
   “Then are you confident?”
 
   “First of all, we have to let Johann Georg participate in this dungeon attack . ”
 
   “And?”
 
   “We need about ten talented people to risk their lives at the critical moment . ”
 
   “And?”
 
   “That should be enough . ”
 
   After hearing that, Park Yong-wan nodded and handed a folder paper over to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “This is our list . ”
 
   Our list . 
 
   After saying that, Kim Woo-jin received the paper and put it into his pocket . 
 
   “But you didn’t give me an answer . Are you confident?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded . 
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   When he heard that, Park Yong-wan didn’t ask any more questions . 
 
   The inside of the vehicle became silent, and after a while, the vehicle stopped . 
 
   “We’ve arrived . ”
 
   They had reached the stage of the decisive battle . 
 
   …
 
   On February 1, 2025, the D-day arrived . 
 
   [All 999 players have been summoned to Jeju Island!]
 
   [The Saviour Guild plans to take on the 8 Floor dungeon immediately!]
 
   All 999 players gathered at the entrance of the dungeon with the goal of hunting the Nine Tailed Beast, which was the ruler of the B rank 8 Floor dungeon . 
 
   This was amazing in many ways . 
 
   -If they clear this, doesn’t that mean that all that’s left is A rank?
 
   -If they can clear this, it basically means that they’ve conquered 8 Floors!
 
   -Is this really the end of the game?
 
   -Rumor has it that 9 Floors is the last, so if they continue with this momentum… it might end by next year .  
 
   Challenges to new floors had always been made at the D rank and below . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   However, with their first attack, the Saviour Guild aimed for a spot that was right below the peak of 8 Floor dungeons . 
 
   -Isn’t this reckless?
 
   Obviously, this was a very reckless thing to do . 
 
   -But the Saviour Guild hasn’t failed before, has it? They will succeed again . 
 
   -Right, Isaac Ivanov doesn’t know failure . Because he’s the real saviour . 
 
   However, the name Isaac Ivanov changed this recklessness into a great challenge filled with courage, not ignorance . 
 
   This wasn’t just a vague analogy . 
 
   “A tremendous amount of talents have gathered . ”
 
   “They’re all going to bet their lives . ”
 
   “It’s amazing that so many talented people would apply without hesitation . ”
 
   It was because of Isaac Ivanov’s name that many skilled players who were famous around the world were willing to risk their lives to take this challenge . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov’s name was now at that level . 
 
   Beyond the level of just creating results, it was at the level of creating an order and flow around himself . 
 
   “It’s Isaac!”
 
   It was this Isaac Ivanov that appeared in front of the players . 
 
   On his two sides stood Lee Jin-ah and Kim Woo-jin, who could be called his closest confidantes . 
 
   The three’s appearance made the crowd quiet down . 
 
   This was proof that everyone knew now was not the time to be cheering . 
 
   And it was also proof that everyone gathered were veterans filled with determination . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov didn’t speak to them for too long . 
 
   “Let’s start the attack on the 8 Floor dungeon . ”
 
   Following those short words, Isaac Ivanov began walking towards the dungeon gate . 
 
   He walked slowly and soon disappeared into the dungeon . 
 
   Next was Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   The third was Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   As Kim Woo-jin entered the dungeon, the other players began to line up one by one according to the order they’d been given . 
 
   Suddenly . 
 
   The moment Kim Woo-jin entered the dungeon . 
 
   Boom!
 
   The ground shook with a large explosion . 
 
   An accident had occurred . 
 
   …
 
   When planning a dungeon attack, the first thing that was done was to clean up the surrounding area . 
 
   In addition to creating an environment that made it easy for the players to enter the dungeon gate, outsiders were also prevented from entering the area, and security was maintained in case of any unexpected situations . 
 
   The same was true for the Saviour Guild’s dungeon attack this time . 
 
   As soon as the dungeon was discovered and the dungeon attack was scheduled, the Korean Government and Thunderbird jointly monitored the area around the dungeon gate . 
 
   The Korean government had even controlled the exit and entry to the entire Jeju Island . 
 
   It was a dungeon attack made with the strictest security protocols that had ever been seen . 
 
   Boom!
 
   Therefore, no one expected any accidents to occur . 
 
   ‘What was that?’
 
   ‘What happened?
 
   Therefore, this event was so sudden that no one knew how to react . 
 
   Boom!
 
   At that moment, the sound came once more . 
 
   Only this time, there wasn’t just the sound . 
 
   Kaboom!
 
   A huge explosion happened around the dungeon gate and flames erupted in the area . 
 
   Some of the people gathered shouted out instinctively . 
 
   “Retreat!”
 
   “Run away!”
 
   It was literally an instinctive cry . 
 
   The cry of their survival instincts . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   However, the instincts of some of the others were the exact opposite of this . 
 
   “Go in!”
 
   They told them to throw themselves at the explosions and flames . 
 
   It wasn’t nonsense that had appeared in their head because of the situation . 
 
   “Keep entering the dungeon gate! Before it closes!”
 
   If no one threw themselves through the flames then only three people would be locked in the dungeon!
 
   It was the cries of those who had thought up to this point . 
 
   And some of the people who cried out also threw themselves at the dungeon gate where huge explosions had just taken place . 
 
   ‘As long as I don’t die . ’
 
   ‘If I can at least put my hand in the gate . ’
 
   Trusting in their superhuman stats and their item settings, they threw themselves at the dungeon gate . 
 
   Boom!
 
   At that moment, a third explosion occurred, and those who threw themselves towards the dungeon gate were sent flying . 
 
   “Kuak!”
 
   Their screams of pains were much louder than their shouts from earlier . 
 
   ‘Oh my God . ’
 
   This caused those who were also about to throw themselves to stiffen up with hardened expressions . 
 
   Boom!
 
   And in this time, a fourth explosion occurred . 
 
   The players had no choice but to give up their attempts in the face of the series of explosions which seemed to have been planned with them in mind . 
 
   Boom!
 
   And the fifth explosion made them realise . 
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   That it was already over . 
 
   “The dungeon gate has closed…”
 
   It was the moment the worst possible scenario had occurred . 
 
   …
 
   “What’s going on?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who entered the dungeon, tilted his head after he saw that no one had entered after Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Why is no one coming?”
 
   Instead of answering, Kim Woo-jin simply looked at the dungeon gate that he’d just walked through . 
 
   After a little while passed, no one entered after them . 
 
   “Wa-, wait!”
 
   Confused by this, Lee Jin-ah was about to head over to the dungeon gate . 
 
   Then he received a notification . 
 
   [Kill 222,222 monsters to proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   No more players would be entering the dungeon .  
 
   When he saw this, the shocked Lee Jin-ah turned to look at Kim Woo-jin for confirmation . 
 
   And under his gaze, Kim Woo-jin nodded, to show that it was planned . 
 
   It seemed Kim Woo-jin had done something . 
 
   “No, what did you do?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded to this question calmly . 
 
   “We installed bombs around the dungeon gate . ”
 
   “Bombs?”
 
   “We installed five lines . So that the explosions would occur in a chain . ”
 
   “Five lines?”
 
   “Because one explosion wouldn’t be enough to stop the players from coming in . We had to cause multiple explosions . ”
 
   Only then did Lee Jin-ah understand the situation . What was surprising was that he didn’t show any apprehension or anger . 
 
   It seemed as though Lee Jin-ah was already used to such situations . 
 
   “Dammit, I knew it was too quiet . There was no way that the scourge of the earth, Kim Woo-jin, wouldn’t do something bad . ”
 
   This was because Kim Woo-jin had done such crazy and reckless things many times since they started moving together . 
 
   Therefore, Lee Jin-ah simply asked questions instead of expressing any anger . 
 
   “So what’s the reason this time? Why did you want only the two of us to enter the dungeon? Don’t tell me you just wanted us to have a romantic date?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin replied . 
 
   “After entering the dungeon, many people would have tried to kill Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t have any intention of sharing this dungeon with others in the first place . 
 
   “I don’t want anyone interfering or causing trouble here . ”
 
   Moreover, as the target that so many people wanted to kill, it was natural that he wouldn’t want to put himself in such a position . 
 
   “The second goal is to create a sense of crisis . ”
 
   “A sense of crisis?”
 
   “While the attention of the world was on him, Isaac Ivanov suffered from an act of terrorism . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah snorted at those words . 
 
   “This isn’t a terrorist attack, it’s self harm . ”
 
   “Other than you, Lee Jin-ah, no one in the world would think this was an act of self harm . ”
 
   As Kim Woo-jin said, no one in the world would think that Isaac Ivanov was behind this terrorist attack . 
 
   “Just like no one thought the attack on the Messiah Guild’s headquarters was self inflicted . ”
 
   In the past, the Messiah Guild had done the same thing . 
 
   The result for the Messiah Guild was the same . 
 
   Just as the Messiah Guild had changed the world order after they cleared the dungeon after the terrorist attack, Kim Woo-jin also intended to change the world order after this attack . 
 
   “In such a situation, if you clear this dungeon, Isaac Ivanov’s name will surpass Lee Se-jun . ”
 
   The name Isaac Ivanov would definitely shine on top of Lee Se-jun’s . 
 
   After understanding this, Lee Jin-ah no longer asked any questions . 
 
   “And while we were attacking the dungeon last time, I realised something . ”
 
   “What is it?”
 
   “Making a Death Knight is not easy if there are many players helping . ”
 
   “Death Knight?”
 
   Along with those words, Kim Woo-jin opened the Book of the Dead and summoned a Skeleton Knight . 
 
   After seeing it, Lee Jin-ah recalled the notification that he’d received not so long ago . 
 
   ‘There are 220,000 monsters here, aren’t there? And the number of sacrifices that are required for one Death Knight is…”
 
   At the same time, he calculated the number of monsters required to make a Death Knight .  
 
   Then, Lee Jin-ah who realised what that meant, said . 
 
   “Oh my God . ”
 
   By his simple calculations, that meant that five Death Knights could be created on the first floor . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin tapped the shoulder of the now frightened Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   “Huh? What?”
 
   “You know the plan, bring some monsters . ”
 
   Only then did Lee Jin-ah realise . 
 
   “Wa-, wait . So you want me to tank while your Skeleton Knight hunts 40,000 monsters?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin spoke gently when he saw the expression on Lee Jin-ah’s face . 
 
   “When we leave, I’ll let you buy anything you want to eat . ”
 
   “Hey, do you think I’m a pig that goes crazy for food? Huh? You think I’m crazy about eating anything you want to buy?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t respond to Lee Jin-ah’s completely justified anger .  
 
   Instead, he simply looked around . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   In the quiet world, only the Skeleton Knight’s cry could be heard . 
 
   Only then did Lee Jin-ah realise . 
 
   Right now, he was currently alone with the most dangerous monster in the world, in a place where no one would know what happened . 
 
   And that monster was a psycho who often did things that defied common sense . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who came to his thoughts, then said . 
 
   “Is it possible for me to get the sushi I wasn’t able to eat in Japan last time?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded . 
 
   “It should be possible with the donations we received from Youtube . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah let out a long sigh before saying . 
 
   “Okay, then let’s set up the Death Knight factory . ”
 
    
    
 
    
  
 
  
 
  

 
   
    
      Published at 23rd of January 2021 11:45:35 AM
 
     
   
 
  
 
   
   
     Due to deal restructure text to speech player is currently unavailable. Will find a solution soon. 
   
 
    
   
 
   
 Chapter 263 
   
 
   Kill The Hero – Chapter 263 – 9 Tails (1)
 
   
 
   
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   
 
   
 
   Translator: Seven
 
   Editor: Ana_Banana
 
   Before entering the dungeon, the thing the Saviour Guild had paid the most attention to was safety . 
 
   After all, Isaac Ivanov had already experienced accidents when entering dungeons several times . 
 
   In addition, the 8 Floor dungeon, Nine Tailed Land was clearly a dangerous place even for Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   That’s why they had formed a team of 999 which completely filled the entry limits, and of course, it was most important that they entered the dungeon with their full power . 
 
   [The Saviour Guild bans the press!]
 
   [Only those involved in the dungeon attack can enter the 10 km radius around the dungeon!]
 
   Therefore, the Saviour Guild blocked the media’s access in order to ensure maximum safety during the dungeon entry process . 
 
   [The Saviour Guild will broadcast the process live through Youtube!]
 
   Instead, the Saviour Guild decided to reveal the process of their dungeon attack to the world in real time through a live Youtube broadcast . 
 
   This made it easy for the countless people around the world to watch the Saviour Guild’s entry into the dungeon without any filtering . 
 
   -Get back!
 
   -Go in!
 
    Because of that, they were able to witness the accident that happened without any filtering . 
 
   
 
 
   -Oh my God, what the hell just happened?
 
   -It wasn’t a terror attack, was it?
 
   -It was a terror attack! It was a bombing!
 
   Terror attack . 
 
   It was the moment that a sudden, shocking terror attack was carried out against the person closest to being the true Saviour, reached the world without any filtering . 
 
   The situation afterwards could only be described as chaos . 
 
   It was so shocking that the people watching simply stiffened without being able to properly process exactly what had happened . 
 
   The time it took for firm reason to return was a day, a literal day . 
 
   [The Saviour Guild was attacked!]
 
   [Hope is broken!]
 
   That was how long it took for the media to begin publishing articles, and also for the public to begin reacting . 
 
   -Those damn bastards!
 
   -No way, were they the same guys who attacked the Messiah Guild?
 
   -Only those kinds of people could do something like this!
 
   In this situation, the first reaction of the public was not fear, but anger . 
 
   Just as cornered mice would no longer be afraid of cats, but would instead bare their teeth, the people of the world began showing anger and aggression instead of fear . 
 
   Because that was how the people of the world felt . 
 
   Like rats that had been cornered by a cat . 
 
   And like rats, there was nothing they could do . 
 
   [The 7th day since Isaac Ivanov entered the dungeon!]
 
   [Is it possible to clear an 8 Floor dungeon with just three people?]
 
   Unspeakable helplessness filled the people of the world, and in this helplessness, all people could do was pray . 
 
   -I just pray Isaac Ivanov has peace…
 
   Pray that Isaac Ivanov would at least have a peaceful time in the dungeon . 
 
   …
 
   In a quiet, desolate forest . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin sat still, wearing the Grim Reaper’s mask . 
 
   It was an unspeakable serene scene . 
 
   “Fuck!”
 
   Suddenly, Lee Jin-ah appeared from the distance with a harsh shout . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s appearance was not good in many ways . 
 
   Although he was wearing the Nemean Lion’s skin, he was still covered in injuries, some of which were so serious they even reached down to his bones .  
 
   If people were to see this, they would wonder how he was still alive and active . 
 
   “Someone’s having a hard time while the other one is just sucking honey . ”
 
   However, instead of caring about his wounds, Lee Jin-ah looked at Kim Woo-jin and complained . 
 
   “People outside the dungeon must be worried and praying for you, but you’re just sitting here sucking honey . Dammit…”
 
   While Lee Jin-ah repeatedly complained, Kim Woo-jin simply turned to look at him with the Grim Reaper’s mask on his face . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   Then, the Skeleton Knights who fought with him appeared . 
 
   A black aura was constantly flowing out of the bones of one of the knights . 
 
   [A Death Knight can be summoned . ]
 
   This was proof that it was qualified to become a Death Knight . 
 
   “I finally made one . ”
 
   With those words, Lee Jin-ah flopped to the ground . 
 
   He knew that it was useless to complain . 
 
   “It’s definitely hard to fight with just the Skeleton Knights, without the help of the Lich or the other skeletons . ”
 
   The Skeleton Knights summoned by Kim Woo-jin were definitely strong . 
 
   However, no matter how strong they were, it was not easy for a dozen or so individuals, including Lee Jin-ah, to face thousands of monsters . 
 
   Moreover, Lee Jin-ah was the only tank . 
 
   “Rather than that, this is the 12th day since we entered the dungeon, isn’t it?”
 
   It had taken 12 days to create one Death Knight . 
 
   Of course, the other Skeleton Knights had accumulated a large amount of kills which made it easier for them to become Death Knights later . 
 
   “It won’t be easy . ”
 
   However, the higher they went in the dungeon, the more monsters they would have to face and the more powerful these monsters would be . 
 
   They were only on the first floor now . 
 
   Maybe it would take longer on the other floors . 
 
   “If we continue at this pace, it will take at least half a year to clear this dungeon . ”
 
   As Lee Jin-ah said, if they continued attacking the dungeon as they were now, when they finally went out, they would be greeted by the summer sun . 
 
   “You’re right . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin was also aware of that . 
 
   That was exactly why he was wearing the Grim Reaper’s Mask at that moment . 
 
   “That’s why I’ll also make a move . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   “I’ve finished my analysis of the surrounding terrain and the distribution of monsters . ”
 
   While Lee Jin-ah was working hard to hunt the monsters, Kim Woo-jin used the chance while the monsters’ attention was focused on Lee Jin-ah and the Skeleton Knights to do a complete analysis of the dungeon floor .  
 
   Then he planned accordingly . 
 
   “From now on, the two of us will take turns . ”
 
   The only thing left was to implement it . 
 
   With those words, Kim Woo-jin got up from his seat and unsheathed the sword hanging at his waist . 
 
   [Balmung demands a sacrifice . ]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It was the moment when Balmung’s greedy fangs were revealed . 
 
   …
 
   It was never good to deal with a large number of opponents on your own . 
 
   In fact, it was better if you didn’t do such a thing at all . 
 
   However, players in the dungeons often had to face a large number of opponents in some way or the other, so they received a lot of training and education in preparation for such situations . 
 
   It was the same for Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Having more experience of facing large numbers than anyone else in the world, his advice when facing such situations were as follows . 
 
   “Don’t be too obsessed about the headcount if you are forced to deal with a group larger than a hundred by yourself . Instead, picture your opponents as a large mass . And attack with the intent of cutting off parts of this mass bit by bit . ”
 
   From Kim Woo-jin’s perspective, this was advice that stemmed from ample experience . 
 
   But he usually received the same reaction upon giving said advice . 
 
   “That’s easy to say, can’t anyone say that?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin never gave a long explanation in response to this . 
 
   Instead, he just showed it personally . 
 
   He practiced the idiom that had been used since ancient times . (TL: I’m guessing ‘actions are better than words’)
 
   It was the same now . 
 
   Roaar!
 
   An Albino Orc variant . 
 
   A ridiculous monster who stood at an average height of 2 . 5m with white skin and bloody red eyes . 
 
   Furthermore, unlike regular Orcs, they were so good at group battles, that they could be compared to ants . 
 
   Against 3,000 such Orcs, Kim Woo-jin merely put his advice into action . 
 
   Puht!
 
   He cut into the body of an Albino Orc in front of him . 
 
   The exact location of the wound wasn’t too important .  
 
   He didn’t bother to aim for its throat . 
 
   Roar!
 
   He just measured the depth of the injury from the Orc’s screams, and if the depth was at the desired level, he moved on to the next target without hesitation, repeating the same action . 
 
   Then he made a big move . 
 
   Roar! 
 
   Roar!
 
   Because of his movements, the 3,000 Albino Orcs were forced to move in order to encircle Kim Woo-jin, who had changed his route, once again . 
 
   Due to this, the injured Orcs were forced to fall behind . 
 
   And like peeling the skin of an apple, the surface of the mass of Albino Orcs had been cut away . 
 
   It was truly a simple method . 
 
   Kuk!
 
   As the battle continued, the number of Orcs that chased Kim Woo-jin continually decreased . 
 
   At some point, the number of Orcs that collapsed from exhaustion and injuries surpassed the number that were chasing after him . 
 
   It was the moment when Kim Woo-jin had proven his words . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   Then, the Skeleton Knights who had been waiting at a distance appeared . 
 
   The Skeleton Knights that appeared all had their own weapons . 
 
   From Mjolnir, to dual wielding Ganjang and Makya, these knights who held all kinds of legendary weapons in their hands including the Jang Palsamo and the Blue River Sword unleashed the hostility that they had been reigning in upon the fallen Albino Orcs . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   The Skeleton Knight Squad had begun their attacks . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   [The Curse of Balmung has been activated . ]
 
   Moreover, every Albino Orc that the Skeleton Knights faced were afflicted with the Curse of Balmung without fear . 
 
   The only thing that these knights could do when faced with such Albino Orcs was carry out a slaughter . 
 
   Suk!
 
   As though they were rice being harvested, the Albino Orcs breathed their last . 
 
   And as the body count of the massacre rose higher and higher, the dark aura coming out of the various Skeleton Knights became stronger . 
 
   [A Death Knight can be summoned . ]
 
   And eventually, the notification announcing the birth of the third Death Knight was heard . (TL: third in the dungeon)
 
   ‘This is insane . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who was watching this scene from a distance couldn’t help but click his tongue . 
 
   Soon after the battle ended, Lee Jin-ah approached Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   [The Death Knight has disappeared . ]
 
   [You have acquired the Death Knight’s bones . ]
 
   Lee Jin-ah spoke to Kim Woo-jin, who put the newly created fourth Death Knight into his inventory . 
 
   “You’re amazing, really amazing . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s response was simple . 
 
   “You can do something like this too . Your abilities are good enough for me to admit that . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who had not expected the sudden praise, couldn’t help but smile . 
 
   “Kuh, naturally people on the same level can do similar things . ”
 
   He continued to smile, basking in the words of Kim Woo-jin, who was usually stingy with his praise . 
 
   “Right, this man, Lee Jin-ah, once it’s done properly, while I might not be as good as you, I’m simi-…”
 
   Just as he was about to finish his words, Lee Jin-ah realised what he was doing . 
 
   ‘Oh no . ’
 
   He was digging his own grave . 
 
   “…actually, I don’t think I could be on the same level . No matter how good I am, such a thing is definitely not possible . Not even a man like me could do it . ”
 
   He tried to change his words, but Kim Woo-jin tapped Lee Jin-ah’s shoulder as he said . 
 
   “You need to have confidence . The man named Lee Jin-ah can do it . I can guarantee . ”
 
   “No, that, I meant…”
 
   “I believe in you, Lee Jin-ah the man . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s face began to turn sour from Kim Woo-jin’s repeated praise . 
 
   Then his expression became resigned . 
 
   With this look on his face, Lee Jin-ah said . 
 
   “Rather than that, how many Death Knights are you planning to make? You’re not trying to make a hundred of them are you?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin shook his head . 
 
   “A hundred is a ridiculous number . We’d need to kill 4 . 4million monsters . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah nodded at Kim Woo-jin’s resolute response . 
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   “The characteristics of the dungeon and time restraints should be kept in mind . We can’t spend half a year in this dungeon . In any case, that’s a ridiculous number . ”
 
   The more Kim Woo-jin continued to speak, the more ‘realisation’ began to appear on Lee Jin-ah’s face . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin then said . 
 
   “I plan to make approximately thirty of them . ”
 
   “Right, thirty…”
 
   Then Lee Jin-ah shouted subconsciously . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Hey, are you crazy?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin only spoke in a firm tone . 
 
   “There are still twenty-seven to go . ”
 
   “Fuck!” (TL: this is an angrier version of the ‘fuck’ that he usually uses)
 
   As if he couldn’t stand it, Lee Jin-ah spat out a swear . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   [Your level has increased . ]
 
   “I’m not doing it . ”
 
   Just as Lee Jin-ah spat out all kinds of complaints, Kim Woo-jin received his 209th level up notification . 
 
   [You have reached level 210 . Inventory increased by 42 spaces . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld admires your growth . Your inventory has increased by an additional 42 spaces . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld praises your greatness . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld bestows some power unto you . ]
 
   He received a nice notification, and Kim Woo-jin openly smiled when he received it . 
 
   ‘I hope the Death Knight skill’s rank increases . ’
 
   This smile was filled with expectation . 
 
   His halo gladly rewarded his anticipation . 
 
   [The rank of the Death Knight skill increased by two steps . ]
 
   ‘Two steps?’
 
   A two step increase . 
 
   While Kim Woo-jin was surprised by the first gift he received, he heard more notifications . 
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld praises your achievements . ]
 
   [The Emissary of the Underworld sends you a special gift while looking forward to your future accomplishments . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin immediately confirmed the new gift from the notification . 
 
   [Bone Dragon]
 
   – Conditions: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   – Required Level: Level 220
 
   – Effect: Summoned Skeleton Soldiers can be combined to create a Dragon
 
   Upon seeing this skill, Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but let out a laugh, and upon seeing this, Lee Jin-ah spoke out in anger . 
 
   “Hey, you can still laugh? Huh? What’s so funny?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered this question easily .  
 
   “I got lucky . ”
 
   Finally, Kim Woo-jin threw Balmung, which he had been holding in his hand, to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Upon receiving Balmung, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but look at Kim Woo-jin in shock . 
 
   And the eyes of Kim Woo-jin that Lee Jin-ah could see, were more serious than ever . 
 
   This look was proof . 
 
   ‘When we leave this dungeon, Lee Jin-ah will have no opponents other than Lee Se-jun . ’
 
   Proof that Kim Woo-jin’s goal in the dungeon wasn’t just the Death Knights . 
 
   ‘We will finish all of our preparations in this dungeon . ’
 
   Proof that this was the last stage that he’d use to sharpen the sword with which he would kill the hero who claimed he would save the world . 
 
   “It’s time to be the man . ”
 
   “Shiba!”
 
   And so the hunt truly began . 
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   The second month after the terrorist attack . 
 
   [The second month since the disaster and Isaac Ivanov is still attacking the dungeon . ]
 
   The world was still filled with a terrible atmosphere . 
 
   And it was bound to be the same in the future . 
 
   [With Isaac Ivanov’s ability, he can survive for at least half a year!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov would never fall easily!]
 
   [With Isaac Ivanov’s ability alone, they can easily reach the seventh floor!]
 
   The media poured out all kinds of positive analyses that Isaac Ivanov could survive in the future, but the world knew the truth . 
 
   -It’s not about getting to the seventh floor, is it?
 
   -Right, can they hunt the dungeon boss on the eighth floor? That’s the real question . 
 
   -No matter how strong Isaac Ivanov’s three man party is, the dungeon boss on the eighth floor will be difficult . 
 
   -It wouldn’t just be difficult, it would be almost impossible . After all, it’s a B rank dungeon with a max entry of 999…
 
   In the end, the only outcome for Isaac Ivanov was destruction . 
 
   
 
 
   And when forced to face this fact, people could only feel despair . 
 
   -Is there anything we can do?
 
   ᄂIf there was, it would’ve been used sooner . 
 
   What brought even more despair was the fact that there was nothing the world could do to prevent this destruction . 
 
   That was why . 
 
   -Who are those bastards?
 
   -We need to find those sons of bitches and tear them apart!
 
   The people of the world began to search for the people responsible for this situation .  
 
   People around the world started looking for anything they can do to alleviate their despair and helplessness even a little bit . 
 
   -This dungeon attack was more secure than ever . They were watching the dungeon gate days before the attack . 
 
   -The Korean government even gave up the tourism industry of Jeju Island and took control of it . It was not a place that outsiders could’ve interfered with . 
 
   And the gazes of these people started to look towards the Saviour Guild on the inside, rather than the outside . 
 
   In a way, this was natural . 
 
   -It was not just a small job since there were five consecutive explosions . They made up their minds to do it right . 
 
   -That’s right . This couldn’t have happened without the help of key officials in the Saviour Guild . 
 
   In this dungeon attack, which was prepared more thoroughly than ever before, there was no space for outsiders to do as they pleased . 
 
   Nevertheless, since this proved that it was not the work of an outsider, it could only be that of insiders . 
 
   ‘This is such a headache . ’
 
   In this situation, it was none other than Park Yong-wan who was the most troubled . 
 
   Even for Park Yong-wan, this terrorist attack had come as a surprise . 
 
   At the same time, Park Yong-wan was the one who was also responsible for handling the aftermath . 
 
   That was why he was busier than anyone else during these past two months . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   And in this state, things were only becoming worse for him, instead of better . 
 
   ‘They’re starting to suspect me . ’
 
   Him and the other members of the Saviour Guild were beginning to be suspected of being behind the attack . 
 
   Of course, the suspicions themselves weren’t the problem . 
 
   ‘If I get caught in this, it’s all over . ’
 
   The problem was that Park Yong-wan had really plotted and manipulated to get rid of Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   ‘Everything . ’
 
   For that goal, Park Yong-wan even went as far as to join hands with the Messiah Guild . 
 
   If that fact was revealed to the world, it would mark the end of Park Yong-wan . 
 
   For him, there was only one solution to this problem . 
 
   ‘That’s why he definitely has to die . ’
 
   Isaac Ivanov and the other two had to fail the attack and let the dungeon become their grave . 
 
   ‘Definitely . ’
 
   If that happened then everything would become clear . 
 
   The Saviour Guild would no longer need to go crazy in dungeons with Isaac Ivanov .  
 
   And everything in the Saviour Guild would belong to Park Yong-wan . 
 
   He would gain everything that Isaac Ivanov had achieved . 
 
   Naturally, Park Yong-wan was focused on one thing . 
 
   Can Isaac Ivanov clear the dungeon?
 
   In fact, there was no need for him to worry too much about this question . 
 
   ‘Well, there’s no way they can clear it . ’
 
   There was absolutely no way that a three person team could clear an 8 Floor dungeon . 
 
   ‘Unless he has dozens of monsters like that Death Knight . ’
 
   Park Yong-wan, who had this thought, couldn’t help but smile . 
 
   …
 
   [A Death Knight can be summoned . ]
 
   Kyaha!
 
   Along with that notification, a Skeleton Knight with a heavy black aura announced its presence . 
 
   “We’re finished!”
 
   And Lee Jin-ah also announced his presence with a shout . 
 
   “Haha, we’re done! Thirty completed!”
 
   He looked exhausted as he cheered, like a runner who’d just finished a marathon . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded to his cheers . 
 
   “Great job . ”
 
   It was a plain but more sincere answer than ever . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin was also genuinely surprised and happy at this achievement . 
 
   ‘We did it . ’
 
   He wasn’t lying when he said he wanted to create thirty Death Knights .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin was truly determined to produce thirty of them . 
 
   However, he never thought it would be this easy . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Especially because Kim Woo-jin knew this dungeon better than anyone else . 
 
   ‘It’s more than I expected . ’
 
   But the current result was better than Kim Woo-jin had expected . 
 
   ‘I didn’t expect to finish on the fifth floor . ’
 
   It was beyond perfect .  
 
   Of course, these were all facts of the past . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin didn’t attach any more importance to those memories from the past so that he wouldn’t become emotional .  
 
   Instead, his eyes turned to his status window . 
 
   [Kim Woo-jin]
 
   – Level: 216
 
   – Halo: Emissary of the Underworld
 
   – Stats: Health(640+1749)/Stamina(2+901)/Magic Power(3+1751)
 
   – Achievements: 199
 
   – Extra points: 0
 
   ‘The only thing left to do now is level up . ’
 
   Instead, he focused on reality . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah . ”
 
   When he heard his name, Lee Jin-ah turned to look at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   There was unease in his eyes . 
 
   “Don’t tell me you want to make more because we have the time to do it, huh? Do you suddenly want three more servings? You’re not gonna do something like that, are you?”
 
   He thought that Kim Woo-jin would use this as an opportunity to create more Death Knights . 
 
   In fact, Lee Jin-ah wouldn’t be surprised if Kim Woo-jin really thought that way . 
 
   “Thirty is enough . ”
 
   Fortunately, Kim Woo-jin didn’t request more . ”
 
   “It’s meaningless to collect more than that . ”
 
   In all honesty, even thirty was a number that Kim Woo-jin couldn’t currently summon . 
 
   Even if he could gain magic power with Bloodsucking, he would still need monsters from which to absorb it . 
 
   With such a condition in mind, there was no need for him to overdo it . 
 
   ‘It would be meaningless against him . ’
 
   Most importantly, Kim Woo-jin had made such a force to hunt none other than Lee Se-jun . 
 
   ‘The new card is more important . ’
 
   Instead, what was more important was to secure even more abilities by leveling up . 
 
   That was Kim Woo-jin’s new plan . 
 
   ‘I’ll raise my level as high as I can on the sixth and seventh floors . ’
 
   He had used the first five floors to create thirty Death Knights, and he would now use the remaining floors to level up . 
 
   “From now on, we’ll focus on leveling up . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s expression hardened when he heard Kim Woo-jin’s words . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin said they were going to level up . And he knew what those words meant more than anyone else . 
 
   “Hooo . ”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   So he simply gave a long sigh, as if he’d given up . 
 
   “Right, I don’t get to sip honey . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin then said to him . 
 
   “Lee Jin-ah, there’s no need for you to do anything . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t answer the surprised Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   Instead, Kim Woo-jin simply put his thoughts into action . 
 
   After taking their bones out of his inventory, he summoned a group of Death Knights . 
 
   [The Knight of Death Appears . ]
 
   Five Death Knights appeared at the same time . 
 
   [Opened the Book of the Dead . ]
 
   Following that, Kim Woo-jin opened the Book of the Dead .  
 
   [A Lich appears . ]
 
   And he took the Lich from it . 
 
   [A Dullahan appears . ]
 
   Next was the Dullahan . 
 
   Then, Kim Woo-jin began to summon Skeleton Soldiers and Knights using the corpses that surrounded them . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   Kyaha!
 
   In an instant, an army of two hundred skeletons appeared . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin then turned around and said . 
 
   “Because the skeleton army will take care of the hunting . ”
 
   Watching this scene, Lee Jin-ah could only smile at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Right, this is how a necromancer should act . ”
 
   For Lee Jin-ah this was his first time experiencing such a comfortable and sweet dungeon attack since he became a player . (TL: he got to sip honey)
 
   …
 
   After the Messiah Guild cleared the 8 Floor dungeon in 2025, the next event that the world faced was the appearance of the 9 Floor dungeon . 
 
   The last floor . 
 
   With the appearance of the 9 Floor dungeon, all guilds, including the Messiah Guild, changed their routes to gathering as much power as possible in preparation to attack the 9 Floor dungeon .  
 
   The battle for legendary items thus began . 
 
   Everyone was forced to take part in the scramble . 
 
   Naturally, the top players all stalled at A rank 8 Floor dungeons . 
 
   Everyone, including the Dragon Slayer, stopped there . 
 
   Naturally, the same was true for Lee Se-jun, the Messiah Guild’s Saviour . 
 
   His seemingly unstoppable run, which was always at a higher stage than others, had stopped for the first time . 
 
   From the world’s perspective, this wasn’t good news . 
 
   ‘At that time, I thought it was an opportunity . ’
 
   However, before returning to the past, Kim Woo-jin saw it as a once in a lifetime opportunity . 
 
   ‘An opportunity to stand on the same stage as Lee Se-jun . ’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   An opportunity to catch up to Lee Se-jun, who always climbed a step higher than him . 
 
   ‘An opportunity to attack the 9 Floor with him . ’
 
   He thought it was a great opportunity to attack the final dungeon together with Lee Se-jun and stand on the same stage as him . 
 
   He thought it was an opportunity from heaven to save the world with him . 
 
   That was what Kim Woo-jin had thought at that time . 
 
   So for Kim Woo-jin, who was like that at that time, a B rank dungeon, a test which could prove his qualification to attack an A rank dungeon, was an indescribably important stage . 
 
   ‘So I was more desperate than ever for any dungeon . ’
 
   He wanted to show everything he had in order to prove that he was more qualified than anyone else . 
 
   And it was the dungeon that appeared on Jeju Island, the Nine Tailed Beast Dungeon, that became Kim Woo-jin’s test stage . 
 
   ‘The Nine Tailed Fox, I wanted to catch it more perfectly than anyone in the world . ’
 
   An extraordinary resolution . 
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin, who had advanced past countless adversities, had reached the peak in terms of skill . 
 
   ‘And it was perfect . ’
 
   And the result he created was perfection in itself . 
 
   The moment he received the dungeon report, and the moment he understood it, it was impossible for any other players to target the dungeon more overwhelmingly and completely than him . 
 
   ‘To the extent that I didn’t think I could do it again . ’
 
   Even Kim Woo-jin himself thought it was impossible to attack another dungeon so perfectly . 
 
   Even after returning to the past, this thought hadn’t changed . 
 
   Even before he entered the dungeon this time, Kim Woo-jin didn’t think that a perfect attack would be possible . 
 
   So he thought it would be better to just focus on making the Death Knights . 
 
   But now, his thoughts had changed . 
 
   “This is insane . ”
 
   A skeleton army whose numbers surpassed 400 . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   Forty Skeleton Knights and a Dullahan as the cavalry . 
 
   Hiiii!
 
   Ten Banshees roaming around the skeleton army and a Lich leisurely looking from the highest vantage point . 
 
   “This is really insane . ”
 
   And the twelve Death Knights that made even the aforementioned army look like paper . 
 
   In front of this undead army, the bodies of over 100,000 monsters lay spread out like a carpet . 
 
   It was a scene that represented an overwhelming victory in a battle against a great army, a ridiculous amount of monsters . 
 
   This sight clearly told him . 
 
   The common sense Kim Woo-jin had known- had been completely destroyed at that moment . 
 
   ‘It’s a completely different attack from back then . ’
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin was certain that the experience he had before returning to the past, the attack that he felt was more perfect than anything else, would be defied completely . 
 
   Of course, one thing remained unchanged . 
 
   ‘This dungeon will still be the stage that allows me to reach Lee Se-jun . ’
 
   That this dungeon was the last door he had to pass to meet the hero who claimed he would save the world . 
 
   [Advance to the next floor . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin then heard the notification that told him to climb to the last floor . 
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   The players had a saying . 
 
   Stepping onto a new floor was like stepping onto the surface of the moon . 
 
   Those who heard would think that it meant stepping onto a new floor was an amazing and mysterious experience . 
 
   Naturally, they had the wrong idea . 
 
   The reason players compared new floors to the moon, wasn’t because it was new, fresh or even amazing . 
 
   Instead, it was because they had stepped foot in a mysterious space, where it wouldn’t be strange for them to suddenly die without knowing what happened . 
 
   That was what that saying meant . 
 
   It was the same for Lee Jin-ah at that moment . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   The moment he entered the eighth floor, he couldn’t help but subconsciously swallow his saliva . 
 
   Even Lee Jin-ah, who had encountered and overcome numerous hardships couldn’t help but be tense . 
 
   However, it couldn’t be helped . 
 
   “Night?”
 
   
 
 
   On the eighth floor of the dungeon, there was darkness reminiscent of the surface of the moon . 
 
   Furthermore, the darkness was so thick that they were unable to see anything except for small lights that flickered in the distance . 
 
   In this darkness, Kim Woo-jin, whose eyes had turned golden, said . 
 
   “Those lights, they’re Foxfire . ”
 
   Through Horus’ eyes, he was able to determine the identity of the lights that illuminate the darkness . 
 
   “Foxfire?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who clearly remembered their experience dealing with Foxfire, was surprised, and couldn’t help but ask back carefully . 
 
   “Isn’t that a monster that only appears on the fifth floor?”
 
   Foxfire . 
 
   They were monsters who could take the shape of any other monsters and couldn’t be dealt with by normal attacks . 
 
   In addition, they were rare monsters who were only found on the fifth floor . 
 
   “They’re not monsters . ”
 
   But the Foxfire they were seeing at that moment weren’t monsters . 
 
   “They’re magic that the Nine Tailed Fox created with its skill . ”
 
   Magic . 
 
   “The Nine Tailed Fox’s magic?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s expression stiffened when he heard those words . 
 
   “Wait, the boss of this dungeon is a Nine Tailed Fox?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin frowned slightly at the question . 
 
   This was because it was a truly unexpected question .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin thought that Lee Jin-ah would’ve known that the boss monster of this dungeon was a Nine Tailed Fox . 
 
   “Then what did you think the Nine Tailed Beast was?”
 
   Because the only Nine Tailed Beast that they knew of was the Nine Tailed Fox . 
 
   Even if it turned out to be another monster, it was still natural to at least keep the Nine Tailed Fox in mind . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah could only scratch his head sheepishly when he heard Kim Woo-jin’s question, and say . 
 
   “No, well… I just didn’t think too much about it, okay? We just have to defeat whatever it is anyway, don’t we? So I just prepared to defeat whatever we encountered . ”
 
   An 8 Floor dungeon, the first 8 Floor dungeon attack, and he didn’t think too much about it?
 
   “…amazing . ”
 
   This fact caused even the normally stoic Kim Woo-jin to express his surprise and admiration . 
 
   This admiration made Lee Jin-ah smile as he said . 
 
   “Haha, I am a little amazing . ”
 
   It was a very bright smile . 
 
   “Anyway, those Foxfires aren’t monsters, but magic?”
 
   With the smile still on his face, Lee Jin-ah continued . 
 
   “Doesn’t that mean we’d get no loot from it if we kill it? And that we’d get no experience to level up? Plus, since it’s that Nine Tailed Fox’s skill, doesn’t that mean it can keep summoning them endlessly?”
 
   Fortunately, Lee Jin-ah didn’t forget the dangers of the Foxfire just because he heard it was magic . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “So we have to search for the Nine Tailed Fox while dealing with these Foxfires… . That’s such a headache . And I’m certain that the Nine Tailed Fox would be hiding in the dark, it wouldn’t be easy to find . ”
 
   Furthermore, Lee Jin-ah was able to quickly analyse the difficulties of the dungeon attack . 
 
   It was as he said . 
 
   First of all, the magic Foxfires were rather tricky . 
 
   They weren’t monsters, they were constructs made of magic, but that was the only difference between them as they still had the same characteristics . 
 
   Foxfires could turn into any monster, and ordinary attacks would not work on them . 
 
   In addition, the light given off from the Foxfires basically blinded the hunters . 
 
   It didn’t matter if they stayed in the dark . 
 
   But if in such darkness, a bright light appeared, when it went out, the eyes of most living creatures would need time to adjust to the darkness once again . 
 
   “How much of them can the Nine Tailed Fox summon?”
 
   The troublesome part was the fact that they weren’t sure just how many Foxfires the Nine Tailed Fox could summon at a time . 
 
   This might just be a portion of it . 
 
   “If it’s a hundred or more, that would be such a headache…”
 
   It would be very difficult if the number exceeded a hundred . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered this question for him . 
 
   “Infinitely . ”
 
   “What?”
 
   Infinitely . 
 
   When he heard this expression, Lee Jin-ah could only stare at Kim Woo-jin in shock . 
 
   Then Kim Woo-jin continued . 
 
   “In the worst case scenario, I might be able to summon them infinitely . So we have to plan with that in mind . ”
 
   Although he said ‘worst case scenario’, Kim Woo-jin knew for a fact that the Nine Tailed Fox was able to summon Foxfires infinitely . 
 
   ‘That’s why it’s the worst . ’
 
   And that was the reason why the Nine Tailed Fox was one of the worst monsters to face . 
 
   “In that case, a drawn out battle is inevitable . ”
 
   Against the Nine Tailed Fox, a prolonged battle was basically inevitable . 
 
   “Even if that’s the case, it wouldn’t be good to have a prolonged battle . If there are no other monsters other than the Foxfire, my magic power would not be able to last . ”
 
   Furthermore, in the absence of corpses, Kim Woo-jin would not be able to showcase his full ability . 
 
   As Kim Woo-jin said, if there were no other monsters on the floor, he wouldn’t be able to absorb any additional magic power . 
 
   “So we have to finish this in a day . ”
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin intended to end the battle with the Nine Tailed Fox in a day . 
 
   “Whew . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah let out a long sigh at those words . 
 
   “Then I guess I’ll just have to deal with Foxfires again . That’s just my life . ”
 
   But Kim Woo-jin interrupted him . 
 
   “This time, I’ll deal with the Foxfires . ”
 
   Along with those words, Kim Woo-jin gave Balmung, which had been in his hand, to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “If you find the Nine Tailed Fox while I’m dealing with the Foxfires, stab it . ”
 
   Shocked, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but ask .  
 
   “Why?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin replied easily . 
 
   “Because it’ll be faster if I handle it . ”
 
   Along with those words, Kim Woo-jin took Excalibur from his inventory . 
 
   …
 
   In a forest covered in deep darkness . 
 
   Crackle!
 
   Numerous Foxfires that had been created by the Nine Tailed Fox, each with the shape of a different monster, illuminated the darkness . 
 
   In a way, they could be called beautiful lanterns . 
 
   Crackle!
 
   In particular, they lit up the dark forest like stars lighting up the night sky . 
 
   It was truly a beautiful scene . 
 
   But it wasn’t just beautiful . 
 
   In the dark, their brightness served only to blind the players who had come to hunt the Nine Tailed Fox, attracting them like moths and causing them to be unaware of their surroundings . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Furthermore, the Foxfires were arranged in such a way that if one Foxfire was attacked, the rest would be able to quickly encircle the aggressors . 
 
   Crackle!
 
   The Foxfires were laid down in order to alloy the master of this territory to annihilate the intruders faster . 
 
   Those who knew such a fact wouldn’t dare to call such a thing beautiful . 
 
   Of course, that didn’t mean it was guaranteed to work . 
 
   Haaa!
 
   Death Knight . 
 
   The Knight of Death created by death stepped out of the darkness in front of a Foxfire . 
 
   Crackle!
 
   When the Death Knight appeared, the Foxfire took the form of a Troll . 
 
   And when the battle started, the Death Knight’s sword tore through the Foxfire . 
 
   Paht!
 
   The Death Knight’s sword cut through the Foxfire easily .  
 
   In a way, this was to be expected . 
 
   The sword it held in its hand was none other than the legendary Achilles’ Sword, which had no problems cutting into the Foxfire . 
 
   Moreover, it was none other than the Death Knight who was wielding this sword . 
 
   [The Death Knight cuts off the Foxfire’s life . ]
 
   A being that was able to kill any living thing . 
 
   A Death Knight had the ability to rip a Foxfire apart with its bare hands . 
 
   So naturally, the battle was one sided . 
 
   Shuk!
 
   The Death Knight, which rode a skeleton horse, swung its sword three times, sending pieces of the Foxfire flying with every slash . 
 
   It was a moment when a Foxfire, a creature which terrorised every player that encountered them in 5 Floor dungeons, became extremely helpless . 
 
   Then, the Foxfire around it began to move . 
 
   Crackle! 
 
   Crackle!
 
   The flaming bodies of more than thirty Foxfires began to burn brightly as they transformed themselves . 
 
   The shapes they took were that of monsters who were able to run very quickly . 
 
   In that state, they all flocked towards the Death Knight . 
 
   Haaa!
 
   Then, the Death Knights who had been hiding in the darkness made their appearances known . 
 
   These Death Knights, who suddenly appeared, all attacked the Foxfires’ flanks without exception . 
 
   It was a surprise attack . 
 
   A surprise attack that their enemies could not have seen coming . 
 
   Naturally, the effect of this attack was powerful . 
 
   Shuk . 
 
   The Twelve Death Knights that appeared unilaterally annihilated the Foxfires to the point where their fights could barely be called as such . 
 
   Naturally, the forest darkened as a result . 
 
   It was as if the Death Knights had occupied this portion of the land . 
 
   Crackle!
 
   Suddenly, a group of Foxfires appeared in the distance . 
 
   At that moment, exactly three hundred Foxfires had been created . 
 
   [The Nine Tailed Fox summoned Foxfires . ]
 
   And it was the moment that the Nine Tailed Fox, which had been silent until then, finally showed its hostility towards the intruders . 
 
   Crackle!
 
   Like well trained soldiers, the Foxfires which appeared all took the form of Ogres and began advancing towards the Death Knights like a well-trained army . 
 
   In an instant, the darkness of the forest was pushed back by the resplendent brightness . 
 
   The sight was so bright that it would force onlookers to avert their gazes . 
 
   Of course, the Death Knights didn’t need to look away from this scene . 
 
   Haaa!
 
   Following this terrifying cry, thirteen Death Knights, each atop a skeleton horse, charged towards the group of Ogre shaped Foxfire* without hesitation . (TL: Gonna call them Foxfire Ogres from now on, and I’ll do the same for any monster the foxfires transform into)
 
   Light and darkness . The two groups, which could only be described in this way, soon collided . 
 
   Then something began to approach the Foxfires from behind . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   [Excalibur’s wielder has confirmed the Foxfire’s hostility . ]
 
   [Excalibur has granted you the Winner’s Blessing . ]
 
   It was Kim Woo-jin!
 
   Appearing behind the Ogre shaped Foxfire army, Kim Woo-jin leaped towards them as soon as he appeared . 
 
   This leap from Kim Woo-jin was spotted by a 5m tall Foxfire Ogre, the neck of whom was immediately cut by Kim Woo-jin’s sword . 
 
   [You cut the enemy’s neck . ]
 
   [Your Winner’s Blessing has ended . ]
 
   Cut by Excalibur, this Foxfire Ogre was immediately extinguished .  
 
   This was one of Excalibur’s abilities . 
 
   Cutting the opponent’s neck was a guaranteed victory, and no interference would be tolerated . 
 
   Crackle!
 
   When Kim Woo-jin appeared, some of the Foxfire Ogres turned around to face him . 
 
   That was the moment when the perfectly formed battle line collapsed . 
 
   Naturally, this was good news for the Death Knights . 
 
   Haaa!
 
   The Death Knights were prepared to repay the opportunity their master gave them with only one word . Victory!
 
   Hyaha!
 
   Suddenly, Ice Arrows shot over from the distance . 
 
   Skeleton Wizards!
 
   It was the moment they began to provide support under the Lich’s orders . 
 
   The broken battle line had to face off against Death Knights, monsters which defied common sense, as well as the supporting fire from the Skeleton Wizards . 
 
   In the face of such a situation, the Foxfire Ogre Army was not able to showcase even half of their original strength . 
 
   Despite outnumbering them, the Foxfire Army was the one at a disadvantage . 
 
   [Excalibur’s wielder has confirmed the Foxfire’s hostility . ]
 
   “Hoo!”
 
   And in such a situation, Kim Woo-jin showcased his prowess more strongly than anything else . 
 
   They literally began sweeping away the Foxfire . 
 
   In such a situation, the choice the Nine Tailed Fox, who hid in the dark, would make was simple . 
 
   [The Nine Tailed Fox summoned Foxfires . ]
 
   This time, it summoned 500 Foxfires . 
 
   Crackle!
 
   The light, which had once again begun to die down, now burned more brightly than ever . 
 
   It was at that time . 
 
   ‘There . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who had been looking for the Nine Tailed Fox all this time, made his move . 
 
   ‘Just like Kim Woo-jin said, the Foxfires will only be summoned around the Nine Tailed Fox . ’
 
   The Nine Tailed Fox summoned Foxfires around itself, so Kim Woo-jin had told him to use them to find its location . 
 
   And now, he had figured it out . 
 
   ‘It’s smaller than I expected . ’
 
   The 10m long body of the Nine Tailed Fox, which lowered itself so that it wouldn’t be spotted among the Foxfires appeared in front of Lee Jin-ah’s eyes . 
 
   Then Lee Jin-ah charged towards the Nine Tailed Fox with a sword in his hand . 
 
   ‘Just once . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah’s task was to just leave one wound on the Nine Tailed Fox . 
 
   This was easier than any task Lee Jin-ah had been given so far . 
 
   Therefore, Lee Jin-ah performed this task well . 
 
   Puk!
 
   The tip of Lee Jin-ah’s sword pierced the side of the Nine Tailed Fox which had all of its attention on Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Kii!
 
   At taht moment, a bizarre cry was heard from the fox’s mouth . 
 
   At the same time, the Nine Tailed Fox’s body began to burn with a violent red flame . 
 
   [The Nine Tailed Fox’s Alter Ego has been destroyed . ]
 
   ‘Ah . ’
 
   This proved that the monster Lee Jin-ah had just stabbed was only an Alter Ego, one of the Nine Tailed Fox’s abilities . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   In other words, it meant that Lee Jin-ah’s supposedly easy task had failed . 
 
   Kii!
 
   At the same time, a large tree nearby made a terrifying sound as it quickly transformed into the shape of the Nine Tailed Fox . 
 
   Crunch!
 
   After revealing another ability, the Nine Tailed Fox opened its mouth towards Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   Crackle!
 
   Then a huge fireball flew from its mouth and swallowed Lee Jin-ah like a snake made of fire . 
 
   Crackle!
 
   The fire quickly enveloped and burnt Lee Jin-ah to ashes before he was even given the chance to scream . 
 
   Kiii!
 
   The Nine Tailed Fox’s lips curled into a cruel smile at this sight . 
 
   It was a smile that mocked its prey for falling into the trap it created . 
 
   Puk!
 
   This was none other than the sound of the Nine Tailed Fox’s side being pierced . 
 
   And with the sound, something gradually appeared beside the Nine Tailed Fox . 
 
   [Cap of Invisibility’s concealment released . ]
 
   The figure that was revealed was Lee Jin-ah wearing the Cap of Invisibility . (ED: My heart skipped a beat . I thought Lee Jin-ah died since they were nearing the end of the book . )
 
   [The Nine Tailed Fox has been afflicted by the Curse of Balmung . ]
 
   In addition, the sword he held in his hand was Balmung . 
 
   What had just happened was really simple . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had also given the Seventh Tail of the Nine Tailed Fox in his inventory to Lee Jin-ah, and Lee Jin-ah used the item to create an alter ego . 
 
   And since then, his real body had been hidden by the Cap of Invisibility . 
 
   In other words, Kim Woo-jin had expected the Nine Tailed Fox to use its alter ego from the start . 
 
   This was Kim Woo-jin’s plan to injure the Nine Tailed Fox . 
 
   [The Nine Tailed Fox lights itself on fire . ]
 
   The Nine Tailed Fox, which was attacked with its own skill suddenly set itself on fire . 
 
   In an instant, its body became covered in huge flames, and Lee Jin-ah instinctively retreated . 
 
   ‘That’s dangerous . ’
 
   It was a wise move . 
 
   If he came in contact with that fire, then like Hellfire, it would not go out until he was burned to ashes . 
 
   Of course, while retreating, Lee Jin-ah kept his eyes on the Nine Tailed Fox . 
 
   ‘If I let it get away, Kim Woo-jin will beat me to death . ’
 
   He was determined to keep following the Nine Tailed Fox till he died . 
 
   Flash!
 
   Suddenly, the Nine Tailed Fox emitted an intense light before disappearing . 
 
   ‘Ah!’
 
   In that moment, Lee Jin-ah’s eyes lost their function . 
 
   This wasn’t the same as a ‘blind’ effect . 
 
   It was just a natural process of his eyes adapting to an intense light source . 
 
   Even if Lee Jin-ah had Lancelot’s bracelet which made him immune to negative status effects, he wouldn’t be able to avoid this natural phenomenon . 
 
   ‘I lost it . ’
 
   When Lee Jin-ah’s eyes finally adjusted, the Nine Tailed Fox was long gone . 
 
   All that was left in its place was Balmung which had fallen from its body . 
 
   ‘Dammit . ’
 
   Suddenly, a small Goblin Skeleton Soldier appeared beside Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   Then the Skeleton Soldier said . 
 
   “Good job . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah responded bluntly to Kim Woo-jin’s words . 
 
   “Are you being sarcastic now?”
 
   “No, I mean it . ”
 
   “Mean it?”
 
   The Skeleton Soldier nodded . 
 
   “Because now I can smell the Nine Tailed Fox’s blood . ”
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   Kim Woo-jin, who had hunted the Nine Tailed Fox before returning to the past had added a list of requirements that were to deal with this monster in his dungeon report . 
 
   First, the power to deal with at least 1,000 Foxfires in a short period of time was absolutely necessary . 
 
   Second, the ability to detect the Nine Tailed Fox’s location when it summoned Foxfires once again . 
 
   Third, the ability to identify and attack its real body, and not the body of its alter ego . 
 
   Fourth, the ability to track the Nine Tailed Fox which would undoubtedly try to escape . 
 
   Fifth, the ability to cut off all of the Nine Tailed Fox’s tails during the pursuit . 
 
   Before returning to the past, these were the steps Kim Woo-jin led his teammates through in order to hunt the Nine Tailed Fox . 
 
   Especially the fifth . Kim Woo-jin had finally managed to cut off all of the Nine Tailed Fox’s tails after fourteen different skirmishes . 
 
   Using only fourteen fights to do this made everyone judge Kim Woo-jin’s attack on the Nine Tailed Fox as perfect . 
 
   However, the number of skirmishes the current Kim Woo-jin needed was only one . 
 
   [The Nine Tailed Fox has lost all of its tails . ]
 
   Kiii!
 
   In just a single battle, the Nine Tailed Fox could only let out a miserable cry as Kim Woo-jin cut off all of its tails . 
 
   
 
 
   This was a situation that could be admired for many reasons . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin didn’t feel any admiration, nor did he dwell on his recollections . 
 
   As soon as the Nine Tailed Fox let out that cry, he quickly narrowed the difference between them and sliced his sword across its throat . 
 
   The Nine Tailed Fox jumped back to avoid it, but Kim Woo-jin took another step forward, measuring the distance perfectly as he swung Excalibur . 
 
   [You have slain the Nine Tailed Fox . ]
 
   Without any suspense, the Nine Tailed Fox, which had first lost its tails and then its head, collapsed to the ground . 
 
   “It’s finally over . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who was holding Balmung in his hand, prepared to intervene in case of any accidents, relaxed slightly as he saw this scene . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin was different . 
 
   Instead, he turned his head and looked around . 
 
   Then, he saw one of the Nine Tailed Fox’s tails, which he had cut off, began to give off a bright light . (TL: Do you think the author forgot what he said before? Or that I misinterpreted it?)
 
   [The First Tail of the Nine Tailed Fox]
 
   – Rating: Legendary 
 
   – Required Level: Level 1 or higher
 
   – Description: The first tail of the Nine Tailed Fox . It contains mysterious power . If all nine tails are collected, one will be able to use the power of the Nine Tailed Fox . 
 
   – All defense +20%
 
   – Grants the ability to use the skill ‘Transform’
 
   It was the moment when he’d gathered all nine tails . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin added this tail to his inventory without hesitation . 
 
   [Collected all nine tails of the Nine Tailed Fox . ]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   [You have unlocked the power of the Nine Tailed Fox . ]
 
   The power of the Nine Tailed Fox . 
 
   Along with that notification, another window appeared in front of Kim Woo-jin’s eyes . 
 
   [Power of the Nine Tailed Fox]
 
   – All skills of the Nine Tailed Fox’s tails can be used without consuming any magic power for 9 minutes . 
 
   It was an unexpected gain . 
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin didn’t dwell on his gains for very long . 
 
   ‘Now there’s just one left . ’
 
   Because there was now only one prey that Kim Woo-jin really wanted to hunt . 
 
   …
 
   It was often said . 
 
   There are always ups and downs in life . 
 
   If good things happened, then bad things would happen, and if bad things happened, then good things would happen . 
 
   It was a common saying . 
 
   But it was none other than the Messiah Guild that proved to the world the truth behind those words . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild successfully clears the 8 Floor dungeon!]
 
   [The Messiah Guild slays the Orc Lord!]
 
   After the terrorist attack on the Saviour Guild, the Messiah Guild didn’t give up their attack on the 8 Floor dungeon, Orc Lord’s Kingdom, and brought hope to the world once again . 
 
   [Lee Se-jun becomes the first player to conquer 8 Floors!]
 
   [Lee Se-jun writes his own legend!]
 
   It was the moment that Lee Se-jun became the first to clear an 8 Floor dungeon . 
 
   -In the end, Lee Se-jun is the only hero who can save the world . 
 
   -Lee Se-jun was the only saviour from the start . 
 
   -Right, in the end, only the Messiah Guild can save the world . 
 
   At the same time, it was the moment when Lee Se-jun had once again taken the seat of the world’s one and only Saviour . 
 
   In other words, no one had any more expectations . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov’s party’s attack still in progress!]
 
   [Isaac is still alive!]
 
   They believed that Isaac Ivanov was still alive, but also that his chances of returning were virtually zero . 
 
   -Sooner or later, we’ll receive news about Isaac Ivanov’s obituary . 
 
   -It’s over . 
 
   With the saying in mind, after receiving good news, the world was prepared to once again receive bad news . 
 
   Then, on April 1, Isaac Ivanov told them . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov successfully clears the dungeon!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov once again creates a miracle!]
 
   That his tale was not yet over . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   …
 
   The Dragon Slayer once said . 
 
   “The odds of Isaac Ivanov succeeding are the same as the game suddenly ending . ”
 
   Trinity of the Great One Guild said . 
 
   “No matter how amazing the hunting dog is, there’s no way it can hunt a bear on its own . That’s why we work together . The dungeons also know this fact, that’s why they set a maximum number of entries . ”
 
   Park Yong-wan, who had become the temporary Master of the Saviour Guild also said . 
 
   “I can only pray earnestly for his return . ”
 
   These were some of the players who knew more about dungeons than anyone else in the world . 
 
   And they told everyone that Isaac Ivanov could not return safely from the 8 Floor dungeon . 
 
   It was impossible . 
 
   Their reasoning was also so valid that no one dared to refute it . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov returns!]
 
   So when this news came out, no one in the world was really surprised . 
 
   No, it could be said that they paid no attention to it at all . 
 
   -Someone is making jokes again . 
 
   -Is this an April Fool’s joke?
 
   -It’s a very disgusting joke . 
 
   Since it was April 1, most people in the world dismissed it as a cruel April Fool’s joke made by someone . 
 
   The same was true for the media . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov came out of the dungeon?”
 
   “I’m not sure who came up with it, but either way, they’re crazy . Even if it’s April Fool’s, such jokes are dangerous . ”
 
   “It’s ridiculous . ”
 
   “It would’ve been more believable if they said that a meteoroid was on a collision course with Earth . ”
 
   “And Nasa is training an oil rig drilling team to blow up the meteoroid . ”
 
   Despite the fact that it was potentially the biggest breaking news they ever received, no one paid attention to this . 
 
   Perhaps by chance, there were still a few who wanted to confirm the authenticity of the information, something that was incredibly rare . 
 
   In other words, there were still a few of them . 
 
   A few reporters, some of them even using their smartphones, searched around with a ‘there’s nothing to lose’ mentality . 
 
   With this in mind, they entered Youtube and checked Isaac Ivanov’s live streaming channel . 
 
   Of course, the thoughts of these reporters were the same . 
 
   ‘It must be a lie . ’
 
   ‘Who came up with this nonsense?’
 
   ‘I knew someone would do something like this . ’
 
   That what they were doing was completely meaningless . 
 
   It was no different than searching on the ground after hearing someone said they lost a 10 carat diamond ring . 
 
   “Uh?”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “What’s going on?”
 
   However, if you were to think about it conversely, if you were to search on the ground, you might become the person who found the diamond . 
 
   ‘They are preparing a live broadcast . ’
 
   ‘Isaac Ivanov’s channel is active!’
 
   And the reporters, who unexpectedly discovered a treasure, could not help but shout out . 
 
   ‘This is a scoop!’
 
   ‘Oh my God!’
 
   They moved quickly to become the main characters to release this breaking news . 
 
   These few journalists and netizens around the world began to take action . 
 
   And through them, this news resonated throughout the world . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov is back!]
 
   -Isaac Ivanov is back!
 
   The hero that would save the world was back!
 
   …
 
   In Oh Se-chan’s office, All of the employees were gathered in front of a monitor . 
 
   “How many people have connected?”
 
   Oh Se-chan, who was standing among them, asked this question to the employee sitting with a mouse and keyboard in front of him . 
 
   The subordinate answered the question with a stiff expression . 
 
   “Youtube isn’t showing us the numbers . ”
 
   “What’s that supposed to mean?”
 
   “They informed us that this was not an event that should be used to break records, I could only agree . ”
 
   A large number of people would most assuredly watch the broadcast so the number of views was not something that needed to be recorded . 
 
   “The number shouldn’t be displayed…”
 
   No one disagreed with this fact . 
 
   ‘Right, it’s worthy of such a decision . ’
 
   ‘This is a historical event . ’
 
   Because they were certain that this live broadcast after Isaac Ivanov’s successful dungeon attack would definitely go down in history . 
 
   Not only would it be written into the history of mankind, but the future generations learning about the past would certainly be told about this day . 
 
   It was a tale that was not lacking in inspiration . 
 
   “What the hell are you talking about? We need the numbers to calculate the donations and use them for business later . ”
 
   Of course, Oh Se-chan was different . 
 
   “Hey, really . I should have made a website instead of using Youtube . I bet they won’t even collect any donations for this . ”
 
   His dissatisfaction made his subordinates completely speechless . 
 
   “Ah . ”
 
   Then the broadcast started . 
 
   And Isaac Ivanov’s face appeared on the screen . 
 
   “They cleared it!”
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “The attack was successful!”
 
   Everyone cheered at this fact . 
 
   It was the moment that the thought that it could be a trick or something Isaac Ivanov prepared before he died, disappeared . 
 
   They weren’t the only ones . 
 
   -It’s Isaac!
 
   -It’s not a last testament broadcast!
 
   -I’m so happy, the Saviour has returned!
 
   The chat window beside the broadcast was filled with cheers . 
 
   The entire world began to cheer and praise like they were competing with each other . 
 
   The world was filled with joy . 
 
   -I’m so happy to be able to interact with you like this once again . 
 
   And in such pandemonium, Isaac Ivanov started speaking . 
 
   And as a result, the world gradually calmed down as everyone began to pay attention to Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   In such a situation, Isaac Ivanov said . 
 
   -First, I’d like to deal with the traitor . 
 
   At that moment, the atmosphere around the world changed . 
 
   “Traitor?”
 
   “What does he mean?”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s subordinates couldn’t help but be surprised when they heard Isaac Ivanov’s unexpected statement . 
 
   They, who were closer to Isaac Ivanov than anyone else, were the most perplexed . 
 
   -A traitor? What is he talking about?
 
   -Was there a traitor? No way, were they behind this terrorist attack?
 
   -Wait, doesn’t that mean Isaac Ivanov knows who the traitor is? How?
 
   Isaac Ivanov’s words caused numerous questions to appear in the minds of his audience . 
 
   It was at this time that Isaac Ivanov turned the camera, allowing them to see a man bound to a chair . 
 
   “Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   “Kim Woo-jin!”
 
   This man was none other than Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘What’s going on? He looks injured . ’
 
   ‘Was he tortured?’
 
   The appearance of Kim Woo-jin, who was bound tightly, showed signs of torture, or something similar to it . 
 
   Everyone became shocked when they saw this . 
 
   Even the constantly flowing chat at the side froze . 
 
   In this situation, Isaac Ivanov’s voice came from behind the camera . 
 
   -Kim Woo-jin, why did you betray me?
 
   (TL:… I was not expecting that…)
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   “Kim Woo-jin, why did you betray me?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin who was bound to the chair didn’t answer when the soft voice echoed in the tent . 
 
   Instead, he pleaded . 
 
   “I have never betrayed you . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov didn’t respond to his plea . 
 
   Instead, he asked another question . 
 
   “Can you bet your life on those words?”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin was surprised . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov gestured with his chin to a Skeleton Soldier standing in a corner of the tent . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   Then, the Skeleton Soldier flashed Achilles’ Sword in its hand . 
 
   “You say you didn’t betray me . I’d be happy to believe you if you took your life to prove yourself . ”
 
   
 
 
   Kim Woo-jin clenched his jaws at those words . 
 
   His eyes shook . 
 
   How long had it been?
 
   “If my death is what you need to prove it, then I’ll gladly do so . ”
 
   As if it had been waiting for Kim Woo-jin to say those words, the Skeleton Soldier cut the rope that bound Kim Woo-jin to the chair . 
 
   This should not have been an easy task . 
 
   The rope used to bind players was naturally special, yet the skeleton’s sword cut through it like it was a string . 
 
   Kiik, Kiik!
 
   The rope, which was extremely durable, began to snap one after the other, setting Kim Woo-jin free . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   The Skeleton Soldier then retreated back to its position . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   And as it stepped back, it threw Achilles’ Sword, which it had been holding, to Kim Woo-jin’s feet . 
 
   Naturally, everyone’s attention became focused on Kim Woo-jin, who had been set free, and the sword at his feet . 
 
   Ssk!
 
   With a dragging sound, Kim Woo-jin picked up the sword . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Then he stabbed it into his own stomach . 
 
   “Mm!”
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s face contorted as he felt the pain of the blade piercing into his belly, and a fishy smell filled the room as his blood began to drip down to his feet . 
 
   A puddle of blood appeared on the floor in an instant . 
 
   “Isaac . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was bleeding heavily, called out Isaac Ivanov’s name, and Isaac Ivanov raised his head to look at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   The two looked into each other’s eyes . 
 
   That was why no one noticed . 
 
   That the blood beneath Kim Woo-jin’s feet had suddenly come to life . 
 
   Tuk!
 
   The blood he shed had become a Blood Golem which immediately tried to destroy the camera they were filming with . 
 
   “Isaac!”
 
   As Isaac Ivanov turned around to see what was happening, Kim Woo-jin shouted his name once again as he rushed towards him . 
 
   He brandished Achilles’ Sword, which had been stabbed into his stomach, towards Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   …
 
   -Isaac!
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   When Kim Woo-jin shouted Isaac Ivanov’s name, the camera suddenly lost its balance and fell to the floor, and all that could be heard through the live broadcast was the sound of static and a faint rumbling . 
 
   -What was that? What’s happening?
 
   -Fuck, what’s going on?
 
   As a result, the chat which had fallen silent because of the unexpected situation became lively once again . 
 
   Because the live broadcast showed no signs of being fixed, the people naturally began to talk to each other . 
 
   -Kim Woo-jin was a traitor?
 
   -Kim Woo-jin just attacked Isaac Ivanov, didn’t he?
 
   -Isn’t this too much like a movie? Is this really a live broadcast? Are we sure they’re not filming a movie?
 
   -What the fuck is going on?
 
   Of course, it wasn’t really a conversation . 
 
   Everyone just spat out what they thought without stopping . 
 
   Even Oh Se-chan’s office was the same . 
 
   “Hey, what the hell’s going on?”
 
   “Kim Woo-jin attacked Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   Furthermore, the confusion they felt was more pronounced because they knew the truth about Isaac Ivanov and Kim Woo-jin’s identities . 
 
   Only one person seemed satisfied with this situation as he had a soft smile on his lips, Oh Se-chan . 
 
   When the world was once again descending into chaos because of the unknown situation, Isaac Ivanov once again appeared before the camera . 
 
   Without wasting any time, Isaac Ivanov spoke briefly . 
 
   -From this moment on, the Saviour Guild is hereby disbanded .  (TL: Poor Master Park Yong-wan)
 
   It was a short but utterly shocking statement . 
 
   But what came next was even more shocking
 
   -And I would like to formally request to join the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov requested to join the Messiah Guild . 
 
   …
 
   Isaac Ivanov’s return was something no one could have expected . 
 
   Then the betrayal of Isaac Ivanov’s closest aide, Kim Woo-jin was revealed, and the broadcast was suddenly ended . 
 
   -From this moment on, the Saviour Guild is hereby disbanded .  
 
   And when the disbandment of the Saviour Guild was announced after the chaos, the situation reached an indescribable state, and it honestly became impossible for anyone to properly judge what exactly was going on . 
 
   It was the moment when the world’s thought circuits had basically exploded .  
 
   To put it into computer terms, the computer had been shut down . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Then, as the computer began to reboot once again, Isaac Ivanov said . 
 
   -And I would like to formally request to join the Messiah Guild . 
 
   He revealed information that was even more shocking . 
 
   -What did he say?
 
   -Isaac Ivanov requested to join the Messiah Guild? Formally?
 
   -Wait! Doesn’t that Mean Isaac Ivanov would become a member of the Messiah Guild?
 
   On the other hand, it was news that everyone in the world thought they would only be able to see in their dreams . 
 
   This was natural . 
 
   People around the world watched the competitions between the Messiah Guild and Saviour Guild and cheered for either side, but the thing they wanted to see the most, was for these two Guilds to merge . 
 
   Lee Se-jun and Isaac Ivanov, these two saviours, united to save the world . 
 
   And now the wishes of countless people in the world had actually come true at this moment . 
 
   Of course, the Messiah Guild still had to give an answer, but no one really paid much attention to that part . 
 
   “It’s a wonderful story . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan clapped lightly at this fact . 
 
   “Two heroes competing to save the world, one of them is betrayed and decides to join the other… how about it? Doesn’t that sound good enough to make a Hollywood movie?”
 
   At those words, Oh Se-chan’s subordinates could only stare at him with their mouths open, speechless . 
 
   They had prepared to face some kind of unexpected scenario . 
 
   But who would have imagined something so extraordinary?
 
   Oh Se-chan smiled slightly when he saw his subordinates’ reactions . 
 
   Woowoong!
 
   Then the old, worn out feature phone in Oh Se-chan’s pocket began vibrating, and he couldn’t help but smile wider . 
 
   “Now I get to talk to the lead actor . ”
 
   …
 
   -Were your acting skills always this good?
 
   At Oh Se-chan’s words, Kim Woo-jin looked at the blazing flames surrounding the burning tent in front of him and said . 
 
   “What about the others?”
 
   -We’re monitoring them in real time, but there hasn’t been any movement yet . Well, it’s obvious how things will turn out anyway . 
 
   The earthquake-like situation caused by Isaac Ivanov had shaken the world . 
 
   And of course, the tsunami was coming next . 
 
   -Park Yong-wan will be the most hurried . 
 
   “I suppose so . ”
 
   Among them, the one whose situation was most urgent was Park Yong-wan, who’d colluded with Kim Woo-jin to get rid of Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   -In a situation where Isaac Ivanov was thought to be dead, it was none other than Park Yong-wan who had the most to gain . 
 
   That was always the case . 
 
   Whenever a crime like murder occured, the people who had the most to gain from the victim’s death were always the first suspects . 
 
   So from that perspective, it was natural for Park Yong-wan to be the most suspicious one in this situation . 
 
   Since Isaac Ivanov was trapped in the dungeon, all of the authority of the giant guild, which could threaten even the Messiah Guild, had been entrusted to Park Yong-wan . 
 
   -Him, Shakira and Johann Georg will definitely meet to discuss countermeasures . 
 
   Shakira and Johann Georg, who had also been a part of the plan, would also meet to discuss what they should do . 
 
   -Kim Woo-jin was caught, so there is no guarantee that they couldn’t also get caught . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   With Kim Woo-jin being punished as a traitor, they had no choice but to keep the worst case situation of them suffering the same fate in mind . 
 
   -Well, the conclusion that they’ll reach is also obvious . 
 
   But the options that they could take were obvious . 
 
   “They have no choice but to dismantle the Saviour Guild first . ”
 
   -That’s right . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov had already announced the dissolution of the Saviour Guild . 
 
   In such a situation, what would happen if they defied such an order?
 
   It would be the same as confessing that they were the ones who tried to kill Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   After all, since Isaac Ivanov had returned, he once again became the master and owner of the Saviour Guild . 
 
   Park Yong-wan, Shakira and Johann Georg had finally managed to reach a peak that they could only look at before . 
 
   Nevertheless, it was not a good thing to stand in Isaac Ivanov’s way just to protect this crown . 
 
   “After that, they’ll contact the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   So, following Isaac Ivanov’s words, they would also contact the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Since Isaac Ivanov himself had requested to join the Messiah Guild, this was the natural choice . 
 
   -They will surrender themselves without asking for any conditions . 
 
   Of course, there would be no such thing as a deal during the process . 
 
   They would surrender just so they could save their lives . 
 
   -However, the Messiah Guild will just look at their proposals . 
 
   However, the Messiah Guild would never give them an easy answer . 
 
   -No, they’re even going to hold off answering Isaac Ivanov’s question as much as they could . 
 
   Furthermore, the Messiah Guild would delay responding to Isaac Ivanov’s request to join their guild . 
 
   They had to do that . 
 
   “Because they don’t have a choice . ”
 
   From the Messiah Guild’s perspective, their answer was already set in stone . 
 
   -Right, there’s no way they can deny Isaac Ivanov’s request to join their guild . Lee Se-jun, who has now become the only saviour, could never do that . No matter what . 
 
   Above all, Isaac Ivanov’s request to join the Messiah Guild was the same as declaring to the world that he recognized Lee Se-jun as the only saviour . 
 
   The Messiah Guild was right!
 
   Lee Se-jun was the saviour who would save the world!
 
   In such a situation, the Messiah Guild would have no choice but to play the role of the perfect saviour better than ever before . 
 
   -That’s why they’ll make more mistakes . 
 
   That’s why they had to worry even more . 
 
   -They had to prepare in the shortest time possible . Prepare to kill Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   After all, they had to prepare to kill Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   -The best of the best around the world, the real members of the Messiah Guild would have to be called out . 
 
   Of course, the members would be all those who pretended to be saviours to deceive the world, those who knew the truth about the Messiah Guild . 
 
   It was a great opportunity to dig it up from the roots . 
 
   That was why Kim Woo-jin had prepared and acted for so long . 
 
   There were countless great players gathered under the name Lee Se-jun . 
 
   So there was only one thing left . 
 
   -So are you confident?
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Whether he was truly capable of hunting those who pretended to be saviours in order to devour the world . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered this question . 
 
   “I’m confident . ”
 
   -Good, then I’ll move as planned . 
 
   The call ended after that, and Kim Woo-jin destroyed the feature phone in his hand before placing it in a plastic bag . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who had been listening carefully to their conversation, then said . 
 
   “Why did you put it in a plastic bag? Wouldn’t it be better to just throw it in the fire over there?”
 
   It didn’t make sense to wrap it up separately when there was a fire that could burn the evidence . 
 
   “Because this isn’t a movie . ”
 
   However, that was only seen in movies . 
 
   Unless the fire was hellfire, which would disintegrate the phone completely, the fire would only melt the feature phone, leaving the possibility for evidence to be found . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah laughed at Kim Woo-jin’s answer . 
 
   “Didn’t you just film a movie?”
 
   After saying that, Lee Jin-ah pretended to stab himself in the stomach . 
 
   “I will commit suicide to prove myself!”
 
   After that, he pretended to pull out the sword and shouted . 
 
   “Isaac!”
 
   And he acted the same way Kim Woo-jin had . 
 
   “Kuh, it was amazing . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah smiled teasingly at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “You will definitely receive an Oscar at the end of the year . Best Actor Award for Isaac Ivanov, and Best Supporting Actor for Kim Woo-jin . ”
 
   Then, as though he just remembered something, Lee Jin-ah said . 
 
   “Wait, but what about Balmung?”
 
   Balmung was the weapon Kim Woo-jin had borrowed from the Dragon Slayer to kill Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   But now, Kim Woo-jin had failed his task, and had even died . 
 
   So what would happen to Balmung?
 
   Kim Woo-jin answered calmly . 
 
   “That’s the Dragon Slayer’s problem . ”
 
   To this, Lee Jin-ah said . 
 
   “And the Dragon Slayer will receive the Pushover Award . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin simply turned his back to Lee Jin-ah, who could only click his tongue . 
 
   It was clear that he was ready to leave, so Lee Jin-ah followed him while saying . 
 
   “What’s the plan for the future?”
 
   “The plan from now on is simple . Join the Messiah Guild and enter a dungeon with Lee Se-jun . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but feel a bit anxious . 
 
   “But isn’t that too dangerous? If they have the time to prepare, regardless of if you say…”
 
   It wasn’t a good thing to give your enemy too much time to prepare for battle . 
 
   “That’s right . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin also knew this . 
 
   “Therefore we have to shake them a little so that they won’t be able to prepare fully . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin truly began planning to put his sword in Lee Se-jun’s chest . 
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   The eve of the storm . 
 
   The atmosphere in the place in which Park Shin-hye and the other executives of the Messiah Guild gathered was just right . 
 
   The atmosphere was brighter than ever . 
 
   The people gathered were talking and smiling so cheerfully with each other that there would be nothing strange if they brought out champagne . 
 
   No one believed that they had just discussed their plans to dominate the world . 
 
   “Forget everything we just talked about . ”
 
   After explaining her plan in more grander than anyone else, Park Shin-hye turned her words to trash . 
 
   “I will now brief everyone on the current situation . Isaac Ivanov has come back alive . And Kim Woo-jin is dead . At the same time, Isaac Ivanov has noticed Kim Woo-jin’s betrayal . ”
 
   Suddenly . 
 
   “And…”
 
   A man interrupted Park Shin-hye’s words . 
 
   Normally, if this happened, Park Shin-hye’s gaze would have become cold . 
 
   “He requested to join the Messiah Guild . ”
 
   
 
 
   However, no one would dare to glance coldly at the one who said those words . 
 
   Because it was none other than Lee Se-jun who spoke . 
 
   At that moment, everyone’s gazes turned to Lee Se-jun, and with their attention, he continued . 
 
   “I’ll accept Isaac Ivanov’s request to join the guild . ”
 
   There were no questions or objections . 
 
   Because Lee Jin-ah would never allow anyone to question him directly . 
 
   “Before that, I intend to create an elite to eliminate Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   Even when he said that, there were no questions . 
 
   “And we’ll take as long as possible to do it . ”
 
   As expected, there were, once again, no questions . 
 
   More importantly, Lee Se-jun’s words were reasonable enough to convince everyone gathered there . 
 
   It was impossible to refuse Isaac Ivanov’s entry into the guild . 
 
   Still, it was also impossible for them to let Isaac Ivanov live . 
 
   Eventually, Isaac Ivanov would have to be eliminated, and in order to do that, they would have no choice but to gather the best talents in the Messiah Guild who knew their true goal . 
 
   All of that took time . 
 
   Therefore, everyone there began to think about how they could carry out what Lee Se-jun said . 
 
   Among them, Park Shin-hye was the first to offer a suggestion . 
 
   “First, we can blame Isaac Ivanov for murder . ”
 
   “Murder?”
 
   “There is no real evidence, but we can be certain that he killed Kim Woo-jin during that broadcast . We can use the media and claim he broadcasted the murder live to the world, I’m sure that would be able to stall him for a while . ”
 
   “Then I can meet with Park Yong-wan . ”
 
   As if to compete with her suggestion, the Bow God spoke out . 
 
   “Park Yong-wan will definitely surrender to our side . As a condition to accept him, we can make him drag out the Saviour Guild’s disbandment process . ”
 
   “What about if we carried out another terror attack to divert the public’s attention for a while?”
 
   One by one, each of them began making their own suggestions on how to stall for time . 
 
   This discussion continued for a while . 
 
   “Alright . Let’s stop for now and get up . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   After a while, fatigue began to set in from their long discussion, so Park Shin-hye concluded the meeting appropriately . 
 
   “We don’t know when we might need to call you urgently, so everyone please stay on standby in case of an emergency . ”
 
   Following that, everyone got up from their seats and began leaving one by one . 
 
   Finally, Lee Se-jun and Park Shin-hye stood up . 
 
   The conference room, which had been noisy before, was now quiet . 
 
   Suddenly . 
 
   At that time, the atmosphere in the room became a bit stiffer . (TL: This transition felt strange to me, but it didn’t seem like anything was missing from the raws…)
 
   “Everyone, please have a seat . ”
 
   Everyone who had disappeared outside once again sat back in their seats with serious expressions on their faces . 
 
   Then Park Shin-hye spoke to them . 
 
   “We received urgent news . A 9 Floor dungeon was found in Iraq . Additionally, the 9 Floor dungeon didn’t have a rank . ”
 
   This news was the reason everyone had returned to their seats with serious expressions . 
 
   However, the faces of those seated were much harder than the weight of this news . 
 
   No, it could be said that they were so firm they were almost dark . 
 
   “And the discoverer was…”
 
   The reason for that was simple . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   They had confirmed that they didn’t have much time . 
 
   “If this 9 Floor dungeon is really the last dungeon, then it’s impossible to stall for time with a clumsy media play . ”
 
   As Park Shin-hye said, if this 9 Floor was the final dungeon, the world would pray for the Messiah Guild to attack it . 
 
   And they would hope that they’d join forces with the great hero, Isaac Ivanov, as soon as possible in order to do it . 
 
   If they were to clumsily try to do a media play in order to prolong the time, it was highly likely that they would be caught in the headwind . 
 
   “I will confirm the existence of the 9 Floor dungeon . ”
 
   One person spoke up after hearing Park Shin-hye’s words . 
 
   “And if that truly is the final dungeon, then I will accept Isaac Ivanov on the spot,”
 
   It was Lee Se-jun who said those words with a cold expression . 
 
   “One month . We have to create a team to kill Isaac Ivanov in that time . ”
 
   The hunt began . 
 
   …
 
   People tend to believe what they want . 
 
   Objectively speaking, it was possible for them to believe that didn’t make sense as long as they wanted to believe it . 
 
   That’s why mathematicians thought that they could win the lottery even when they often said the odds of winning the lottery were not fair . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov requests to join the Messiah Guild!]
 
   Therefore, when Isaac Ivanov requested to join the Messiah Guild, people did not doubt that the Messiah Guild would accept him . 
 
   Because that was exactly what the world wanted . 
 
   [A 9 Floor dungeon has been discovered!]
 
   [The discoverer was Isaac Ivanov!]
 
   That’s why, in the situation where a 9 Floor dungeon was said to have been found, the world chose to believe it and didn’t doubt it even a bit . 
 
   -Together with Isaac Ivanov, the Messiah Guild will definitely be able to attack the 9 Floor dungeon . 
 
   -If Isaac Ivanov, who can attack a B rank 8 Floor dungeon alone, joins the Messiah Guild, the 9 Floor dungeon will not be much work . 
 
   -They will definitely clear the 9 Floor dungeon!
 
   No one doubted that the Messiah Guild would be able to clear the 9 Floor dungeon with Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   [Is the 9 Floor dungeon the last dungeon?]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   [The 9 Floor has no rank and no level restrictions!]
 
   And when it was discovered that the 9 Floor dungeon might be the last one, the world no longer demanded trust . 
 
   -Is it the last dungeon?
 
   -Has the final dungeon really appeared?
 
   -It has to be!
 
   -No matter how many people it takes, we have to finish it!
 
   Finish the game!
 
   The world was not asking and praying for the saviours to grant their wish . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin knew . 
 
   ‘Those guys will never attack the 9 Floor dungeon . ’
 
   The Messiah Guild had no intention of attacking the 9 Floor dungeon . 
 
   He knew that the Messiah Guild had no intention of being a Saviour . 
 
   ‘And the world will not tolerate that fact . ’
 
   However, as he’d said before, the world had no intention of accepting this fact . 
 
   In such a situation, the Messiah Guild only had one option . 
 
   ‘It would take a shocking sacrifice to calm the world’s desires . Isaac Ivanov’s sacrifice . ’
 
   And that was calming the world by sacrificing Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   They would claim that it was still too early to target the 9 Floor dungeon . 
 
   ‘They would make up something else . Whether it’s the King of Undead, the King of Extreme Poison, whoever . ’
 
   After that, they would create new enemies in order to postpone the attack on the 9 Floor dungeon even further . 
 
   ‘They’d keep doing that until the real competitors disappeared . ’
 
   And the moment they became convinced that they’d taken complete control of the world, the moment when no one but them would be able to attack the 9 Floor dungeon, they would take off their saviour masks . 
 
   ‘That’s why they will try to kill me . ’
 
   In other words, the Messiah Guild had no choice but to kill Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   That was why Kim Woo-jin waited . 
 
   ‘Lee Se-jun will do it himself . ’
 
   For Lee Se-jun to personally make his move to kill Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   And to his waiting, Lee Se-jun responded . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild checks the existence of the 9 Floor dungeon . ]
 
   …
 
   Most of the large guilds developed their power through close cooperation with their respective governments . 
 
   Therefore, their field of activity did not exceed that of a national sports team . 
 
   Of course, the Messiah Guild was an exception . 
 
   They were supported by the world and worked around the world, and in return, the governments around the world had no choice but to open their doors to the Messiah Guild who demanded to attack dungeons around the world . 
 
   But there were naturally exceptions to this act by the Messiah Guild . 
 
   For example, South America . 
 
   With the loss of government function, this place, which had become a land of outlaws, was difficult to operate in for many reasons . 
 
   Another such place was none other than the Middle East . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild is not the saviour!”
 
   The Middle East, which was filled with scriptures from the Quran and kneeling people crying out to Allah with their hands in the air, called the Messiah Guild’s actions heresy and ostracized them . 
 
   Some Muslim countries made friendly gestures to the Messiah Guild, but it was only a small portion of them . 
 
   None of the great religious leaders made any friendly gestures towards the Messiah Guild . 
 
   That was why radical Islamists were the most likely suspects when the Messiah Guild was attacked . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild checks the existence of the 9 Floor dungeon . ]
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Therefore, the world was surprised when the Messiah Guild claimed they would be going to Hilla, the capital of Babylon Province, Iraq, where the 9 Floor dungeon was discovered, to confirm the existence of the dungeon . 
 
   -Isn’t that dangerous?
 
   -What if there’s another terrorist attack?
 
   -Will they act like bastards again? (TL: bad sentence, I had to change it)
 
   Some feared that there would be an act of terrorism that might spark something akin to war . 
 
   However, no one thought about stopping them . 
 
   -But there’s nothing we can do about it . If the 9 Floor dungeon is the last dungeon, they have to attack it somehow . 
 
   -If it’s confirmed that the 9 Floor dungeon is the last dungeon, then the Messiah Guild has to attack it, even if it means going to war with the Muslims . (TL: Author favorability: -100)
 
   The dungeon had to be attacked . 
 
   In any case, the world responded to the Messiah Guild’s actions,
 
   [The US Military promises to support the Messiah Guild!]
 
   [China and Russia also promise to support the Messiah Guild!]
 
   [Attacking the Messiah Guild means going to war with the entire world!]
 
   They promised the best support so that no one dared to interfere with the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Thus the Messiah Guild’s team reached the location of the 9 Floor dungeon with a better escort than anyone else in the world . 
 
   And on this stage, where Babylon had been located in the past, people gathered in front of the enormous dungeon gate that soared into the air like an obelisk . 
 
   Those gathered were naturally reporters . 
 
   Reporters who were set to attend the press conference that the Messiah Guild would hold to discuss their thoughts after confirming the 9 Floor dungeon . 
 
   “Who will be the representative?”
 
   These reporters were interested in who the representative of the Messiah Guild in the press conference would be . 
 
   Of course, there was only a certain number of people who could do such a thing . 
 
   “It’s most likely that Park Shin-hye would be the representative . ”
 
   “It could be the Bow God . ”
 
   “Maybe they will send the right person who wouldn’t provoke the Muslims . Players like Cho Sung-woo would be appropriate . The type of player who has a brilliant career but not much of a presence . ”
 
   There certainly weren’t many people who could stand on such a stage . 
 
   That was why they were greatly surprised . 
 
   “Lee Se-jun?”
 
   “It’s Lee Se-jun!”
 
   Because it was none other than Lee Se-jun who came out to represent the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘Oh my God, Lee Se-jun came personally . ’
 
   ‘Unbelievable!’
 
   ‘Something really crazy has occurred!’
 
   All the officials gathered, including the media, were shocked at the unannounced and truly unthinkable situation . 
 
   And in the face of such shock, Lee Se-jun carried out his task perfectly in an elegant manner . 
 
   He stood in front of the dungeon and stretched out his hand . 
 
   [King of Kings]
 
   – Floors: 9
 
   – Difficulty: None
 
   – Maximum number of Entries: 999 
 
   – Requirement: None
 
   – Challenge Conditions: Defeat all the monsters on the floor . 
 
   Then the information of the 9 Floor dungeon appeared before him . 
 
   The stage to save the world had appeared in front of the saviour . 
 
   After confirming this, Lee Se-jun immediately turned around and walked to the microphone in front of the prepared podium . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   And he said to everyone gathered . 
 
   “This 9 Floor dungeon is the final dungeon . ”
 
   The moment this confirmation came out, all the reporters stiffened . 
 
   They didn’t even think about asking any questions . 
 
   No, they never thought about doing that . 
 
   In the first place, all the reporters gathered there were selected by the Messiah Guild and were followers of the Messiah Guild who were ready to write whatever the Messiah Guild told them to . 
 
   They were those who unconditionally supported Lee Se-jun as their saviour . 
 
   That was why it was impossible for these people to even think about asking Lee Se-jun questions . 
 
   “Then do you plan to attack the 9 Floor dungeon?”
 
   But in such a situation, a reporter wearing a baseball cap and sunglasses asked a question without hesitation . 
 
   “Are you going to accept Isaac Ivanov into your guild?”
 
   And before Lee Se-jun could even answer, he asked another question . 
 
   ‘Psycho . ’
 
   ‘Who the hell is that?’
 
   It was like blasphemy . 
 
   If it was a reporter from a company controlled by the Messiah Guild, they wouldn’t dare to do such a thing . 
 
   So those gathered there were certain . 
 
   ‘He isn’t a reporter on the Messiah Guild’s side . ”
 
   ‘A different person?’
 
   This person was not someone who’d passed the Messiah Guild’s screening process . 
 
   And they were not there with the intention of assisting the Messiah Guild . 
 
   ‘A terrorist?’
 
   Thinking that it could perhaps be a terrorist, the other reporters couldn’t help but step back . 
 
   On the other hand, the real reporter held his camera high . 
 
   He expressed his determination to properly record the events happening even if it meant risking his life . 
 
   In such a situation, the reporter who asked the questions and Lee Se-jun silently faced each other . 
 
   The reporter didn’t avoid Lee Se-jun’s gaze . 
 
   And Lee Se-jun didn’t ask the reporter about his identity or affiliation, nor did he gesture for the reporter to leave . 
 
   “The moment I am confident I can attack this dungeon, I will come here again . ”
 
   Instead, he answered easily . 
 
   “And that’s when we will end this game and save the world . ”
 
   It was a saviour-like answer that one had come to expect from Lee Se-jun . 
 
   To that answer, the reporter said . 
 
   “Then what about Isaac Ivanov’s addition to the guild? Is it set? Or is it on hold?”
 
   He once again asked questions . 
 
   ‘Oh my God…’
 
   The atmosphere in the clearing froze . 
 
   In this atmosphere, Lee Se-jun spoke calmly . 
 
   “I made a promise to the world . I will do everything to save this world that transformed into a game . If attacking this 9 Floor dungeon is the way to end the game, then I will definitely do it somehow . And if this means joining together with Isaac Ivanov, I will do so happily . ”
 
   After giving his answer, Lee Se-jun continued in Russian instead of English . 
 
   “Is this answer enough, Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   In response to that, the reporter raised his head, removed his sunglasses, and responded in Russian . 
 
   “It’s enough . ”
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   “It’s enough . ”
 
   That was the moment when the thing the people in the world wanted the most happened in a spectacular manner . 
 
   It was a scene that could not have been accomplished without some directing . 
 
   ‘As expected . ’
 
   In other words, it had to be something that was agreed upon beforehand . 
 
   First of all, it didn’t make sense that the Messiah Guild wouldn’t know that Isaac Ivanov hid his identity and mixed in with the group of reporters .  
 
   After all, in this time when the risk of terrorist attacks was extremely high, it was natural for them to thoroughly check the identity of the reporters who would be covering the press conference . 
 
   And if someone had really been hiding amongst the reporters and displayed hostile intentions towards Lee Se-jun, the snipers deployed around the area would not have hesitated . 
 
   ‘The Messiah Guild had no choice but to do this . ’
 
   This meant that the Messiah Guild had spoken to Isaac Ivanov before Lee Se-jun went up . 
 
   They told him that they would accept his request to join the guild . 
 
   And they also gave him a scene to act . 
 
   He would pretend to be a reporter and ask Lee Se-jun a few questions . 
 
   
 
 
   “Join me . ”
 
   And when Lee Se-jun called him, he would go up onto the stage and stand together with him . 
 
   Following what he’d been told, Kim Woo-jin walked onto the stage and stood in front of Lee Se-jun . 
 
   Every reporter raised their camera at this scene . 
 
   However, no one pressed the shutters for their cameras just yet . 
 
   There was no limit to the number of times they could press the shutter, but everyone knew that there was only one moment that they truly needed to get a picture of . 
 
   ‘The moment they shake hands is the best time to take a picture . ’
 
   The only photo that would be taken today was one of the moment Lee Se-jun and Isaac Ivanov shook hands in front of the gate of the final dungeon . 
 
   As if responding to their anticipation, Lee Se-jun stretched out his hand . 
 
   This was the last scene that had been given to him by the Messiah Guild . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin’s scene was a little different . 
 
   ‘I won’t follow their scenario . ’
 
   Then Isaac Ivanov turned around . 
 
   Instead of looking at Lee Se-jun, he looked at the reporters . 
 
   “There’s only one reason why I chose to abandon everything I’d achieved so far and join the Messiah Guild . And that is because only the Messiah Guild has the will to truly end this game . And faced with the opportunity to end this game and save the world . I have no reason to hesitate . ”
 
   And said . 
 
   “Under the name of the Messiah Guild, we will target an A+ rank 8 Floor dungeon . And we will prove that the Messiah Guild is qualified to climb to the last floor . ”
 
   He declared to the world . 
 
   “On June 1, we will finish all of our preparations . ”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Afterwards, Kim Woo-jin, wearing Isaac Ivanov’s mask, turned to look at Lee Se-jun once again . 
 
   Then he grabbed his outstretched hand and shook it . 
 
   “Save this world with me . Let’s put an end to this game . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin had finally returned to the Messiah Guild . 
 
   …
 
   [Isaac Ivanov officially becomes a member of the Messiah Guild!]
 
   The world went wild when the thing it wanted to happen the most truly happened . 
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, ‘I will put an end to this game under the banner of the Messiah Guild’!]
 
   [Isaac Ivanov, ‘I will save the world in 2026’!]
 
   And to such enthusiasm, Isaac Ivanov continued to pour oil . 
 
   [Finally! The day of salvation is approaching!]
 
   The world began to burn with a moment that would leave no ashes . 
 
   “This is no joke . ”
 
   In front of this heat, even Lee Jin-ah, who had overcome numerous hardships couldn’t help but sweat . 
 
   The heat that could be felt even through his smartphone was truly different . 
 
   “If we do this, we’ll really end the world . ”
 
   It was no exaggeration to say that if the Messiah Guild failed to attack the dungeon and save the world, the world would basically end . 
 
   From the perspective of a person who was about to do this exact thing, it was hard to not tremble even within his soul . 
 
   Of course, there was an exception to this . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin, who was in the same situation, and could even be called the mastermind behind the situation, showed no reaction at all . 
 
   Instead, he continued to arm his skeletons with items he obtained from Oh Se-chan . 
 
   “Amazing, you’re really amazing . ”
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but express his admiration at such a sight . 
 
   Of course, this admiration didn’t last very long . 
 
   “Are you sure we’ll have the advantage? Will we finish all of our preparations by June?”
 
   In order to prevent the Messiah Guild from prolonging the time too long, Kim Woo-jin had given them a limited amount of time . 
 
   In other words, Kim Woo-jin also had to be ready to face the Messiah Guild in that time . 
 
   “The Messiah Guild’s team will also be different from any other we’ve encountered so far, wouldn’t they?”
 
   It wasn’t just preparing to defend themselves, it was preparation to devour the elite team created by the Messiah Guild in order to destroy Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   This was completely incomparable to any of the dangers or crises that Kim Woo-jin had faced before . 
 
   Moreover, Kim Woo-jin also had to attack an 8 Floor dungeon while dealing with such a Messiah Guild . 
 
   “We have to attack the dungeon…”
 
   They had to clear an A+ rank dungeon, the peak of 8 Floors . 
 
   It was a mountain that they had to cross . 
 
   “Are you scared?”
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Kim Woo-jin suddenly threw a question towards Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah responded immediately . 
 
   “Hey, I’m the manly Lee Jin-ah . Manly Lee Jin-ah I said . There’s no such word as ‘scared’ in my dictionary . ”
 
   With those words, Lee Jin-ah tapped his chest heavily . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded briefly . 
 
   “That’s a relief . ”
 
   “Huh? Relief?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but ask this question as he heard the sudden phrase from Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “From now on, it starts for real . ”
 
   “Starts for real?”
 
   Woowoong!
 
   Suddenly, Kim Woo-jin’s feature phone, which was sitting on the shelf beside him began to vibrate . 
 
   After reading the text he received, Kim Woo-jin immediately threw the phone to Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “What?”
 
   When he read the text, Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but make a strange expression, wondering if he forgot how to read Korean . 
 
   Then, his expression stiffened . 
 
   “The Sword Saint joined the Messiah Guild?”
 
   …
 
   [The Sword Saint joins the Messiah Guild!]
 
   [Sword Saint, “I will now save the world together with the Messiah Guild . ”]
 
   [The Sword Saint finally joins the Bow God in the Messiah Guild!]
 
   The Sword Saint . 
 
   For the Japanese, he was the player who represented their country . 
 
   He was also their last pride . 
 
   For the Japanese, he was their last pride that could stand against the Messiah Guild, a Korean guild . 
 
   That was why the shock generated from his induction into the Messiah Guild was much larger than anyone expected . 
 
   What was more shocking, was the fact that that was only the beginning . 
 
   [Executives from the Great One Guild transfer to the Messiah Guild!]
 
   [A large number of executives from the Kunlun Guild join the Messiah Guild!]
 
   Including members from the top five guilds, a large amount of talented players began joining the Messiah Guild almost like a domino effect . 
 
   -What’s going on?
 
   -Why is everyone suddenly transferring to the Messiah Guild?
 
   This situation was inevitably shocking in many ways . 
 
   -Why do you think? The Messiah Guild is definitely going to save the world now!
 
   -There aren’t any blind bastards who would dare to stand against the Messiah Guild now, are there?
 
   -The tide is already on the Messiah Guild’s side . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Of course, no one raised any objections to this . 
 
   And in a way, this was to be expected . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild is on the rise!]
 
   [We’re betting everything on the Messiah Guild!]
 
   After all, the final dungeon had appeared, and Isaac Ivanov and the Messiah Guild were joining forces in order to clear this dungeon . 
 
   With the Messiah Guild’s announcement that they would attack the 9 Floor dungeon after attacking the 8 Floor dungeon in June, going under any banner other than the Messiah Guild’s was the same as boarding a sinking ship . 
 
   It seemed wiser to transfer to the Messiah Guild while there was still space . 
 
   [The Messiah Guild becomes the one true guild!]
 
   [The Five Great Guilds have virtually collapsed!]
 
   [Now, there is only one Great Guild, the Messiah Guild!]
 
   It was the moment when the Messiah Guild reached its peak . 
 
   “I think more than 40 of the top 100 players are in the Messiah Guild . Doesn’t that mean they encompass the whole world?”
 
   It was also the moment that the Messiah Guild had truly spread across the entire world . 
 
   “Right, that’s why the Messiah Guild will probably reveal their true self . ”
 
   And it was the moment the Messiah Guild revealed their true faces . 
 
   ‘There are so many people who deceived the world . ’
 
   After confirming this fact in the last news article, Kim Woo-jin recalled his memories before he returned to the past . 
 
   He recalled the faces of those who had looked at him as though he was just a crazy dog running around like a hunting dog without knowing the truth that lay below his belief that they would save the world . 
 
   Recalling those faces, Kim Woo-jin waited for the right moment . 
 
   ‘I’ll cut them down from the root . ’
 
   Before long, that moment came . 
 
   [June 1, the Messiah Guild’s A+ rank 8 Floor dungeon attack commences!]
 
   [The Messiah Guild gathers in China to take down the Ogre Lord!]
 
   On June 1, the Messiah Guild gathered in China . 
 
   …
 
   Chengdu, capital of the Sichuan Province, China . 
 
   Chengdu, which was usually filled with people, was instead filled with silence for the first time . 
 
   Despite the fact that it was the middle of the day with the burning sun high in the sky instead of night, no one walked the streets . 
 
   Instead, tanks filled the streets that were usually covered in motorcycles and other vehicles, and soldiers could be seen in every corner standing at the ready . 
 
   The military discipline displayed by these people was beyond description . 
 
   At first glance, you might even think they were mannequins . 
 
   However, there were people there that were even more disciplined than these soldiers . 
 
   “We will enter the dungeon in 30 minutes . ”
 
   The discipline displayed by the members of the Messiah Guild, who were making their final preparations before the attack on the 8 Floor dungeon went beyond the level of looking like mannequins . 
 
   Gulp!
 
   The staff of the Messiah Guild’s Dungeon Support Team could not help but swallow their saliva at this sight . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘It’s really terrifying . ’
 
   Those watching this ground couldn’t help but feel afraid . 
 
   Of course, this wasn’t to say that they didn’t understand . 
 
   ‘Well, a dungeon is a dungeon . ’
 
   After all, the difficulty of this dungeon attack was something that couldn’t be properly put into words . 
 
   Firstly, it was A+ rank . 
 
   ‘What kind of monster is the Ogre Lord?’
 
   Second, the boss of this dungeon was none other than the Ogre Lord . 
 
   It was a stage whether the ruler of the Ogres, monsters that were already quite terrifying, had appeared . 
 
   And there was something even more pressing than these things . 
 
   ‘After this is the 9 Floor dungeon . ’
 
   Most of the players who were gathered there would also take part in the attack on the final dungeon . 
 
   In the face of such circumstances, it was natural for even these players who had reached the top to feel nervous . 
 
   But the staff there didn’t know . 
 
   ‘In this dungeon, we have to defeat Isaac Ivanov . ’
 
   ‘We have to defeat that monster who can clear an 8 Floor dungeon on his own . ’
 
   The thing these players intended to hunt was probably many times stronger than the Ogre Lord . 
 
   ‘It’ll be impossible without some sacrifices . ’
 
   They were certain that not a few players would die in the process . 
 
   No, in fact, they had already decided who would sacrifice themselves first when it was required . 
 
   Therefore, it was natural that those who would have to sacrifice themselves and become stepping stones to feel pressured . 
 
   “Isaac Ivanov is here . ”
 
   Then, the notification that Isaac Ivanov had arrived reached their ears . 
 
   Everyone looked up when they heard that . 
 
   Subconsciously, their faces became a bit dark . 
 
   “Master Lee Se-jun is here . ”
 
   It was the arrival of Lee Se-jun that lightened the looks on their faces . 
 
   ‘Right, we still have Lee Se-jun . ’
 
   The moment they heard that name, firm faith arose on their darkened faces . 
 
   Moreover, this wasn’t because of some mistaken belief that this man would save the world . 
 
   ‘We have this great man, who will create the greatest empire to ever appear in human history, above us . ’
 
   They had faith in the grand ambitions of the man who had completely deceived the entire world in order to turn it into his own empire . 
 
   And this faith was stronger than the one that was based upon the belief that he was a saviour . 
 
   It wasn’t much longer before they were notified . 
 
   “Start entering the dungeon . ”
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   It was a Dome . 
 
   A dome made up of layers of concrete . 
 
   “The dungeon gate is currently in that dome . And that dome can even withstand missile attacks . ”
 
   A dome that could even withstand missile attacks . 
 
   “There’s no way to enter the dome from the outside . 
 
   At the same time, it was a dome without an entrance . 
 
   “There’s only one way to get in . ”
 
   There was only one way to enter the dome . 
 
   “And that’s by going through one of the underground passages . In total, there are four different underground passages . Each designed to withstand even a bunker buster . ”
 
   Entering through the underground passageways . 
 
   All of these were created only after the Chinese government had paid hundreds of millions of dollars in construction costs . 
 
   The reason they were made was simple . 
 
   “You will only be informed of your passageway 10 minutes before you enter . And the passageways are all randomly selected . ”
 
   
 
 
   To prevent any sabotage that might hinder the Messiah Guild from trying to save the world . 
 
   “With all of these, I bet an accident is impossible . ”
 
   It was a plan prepared to prevent a similar incident to what happened to Isaac Ivanov on Jeju Island from happening . 
 
   In other words, if it wasn’t for Isaac Ivanov, there would never have been such precautions . 
 
   Therefore, everyone paid attention to Isaac Ivanov’s assessment . 
 
   What did he think of their preparations?
 
   “It’s perfect . ”
 
   And under the attention of everyone else in the area, Isaac Ivanov gave the judgment that it was ‘perfect’ . 
 
   This meant that they only really needed to enter the dungeon now . 
 
   “Is the order the only thing left?”
 
   Well if there was something that had to be decided, it was the order with which they entered the dungeon . 
 
   In fact, there was really no need to choose . 
 
   With such a perfect arrangement, in all honesty, they could just rush in all at once at that moment . 
 
   But it was symbolic . 
 
   Who would go in first?
 
   And also, who would go in last?
 
   In fact, there were only two people who could take up these symbolic positions . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov and Lee Se-jun . 
 
   In such a situation, Isaac Ivanov said . 
 
   “Naturally, I will go in first . ”
 
   He was willing to take the lead . 
 
   “Since I’m the one who said we would carry out the attack, I naturally have to stand on the front lines . ”
 
   After hearing those words, Lee Se-jun said . 
 
   “Then I’ll be last . ”
 
   After this was decided, there was truly no need for them to talk about anything else in the real world . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Then, let’s begin . ”
 
   …
 
   The first thing that greeted Kim Woo-jin when he entered the dungeon gate was a forest that was covered in white snow . 
 
   Whoosh!
 
   A forest through which flowed a cold, gentle breeze . 
 
   ‘Come . ’
 
   However, Kim Woo-jin’s gaze seemed to be even colder than the surroundings . 
 
   In Isaac Ivanov’s mask, the look in his eyes seemed to carry an eerie chill . 
 
   With such a gaze, Kim Woo-jin looked at the dungeon gate . 
 
   Then, one after the other, players began to appear . 
 
   First, it was Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   The moment he spotted Kim Woo-jin, he nodded before moving away from the dungeon gate . 
 
   Next was the Sword Saint . 
 
   “It’s cold . ”
 
   The Sword Saint didn’t even glance at Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘You fucking bastard, now you’ve done it . ’
 
   This was because his relationship with Isaac Ivanov was obvious . 
 
   If he made eye contact with Isaac Ivanov, he might expose his hate filled gaze . 
 
   In such a situation, it was the Sword Saint’s disciples and subordinates that appeared after him . 
 
   Next was Cho Sung-woo . 
 
   Having experienced Isaac Ivanov’s power before personally, he looked at Kim Woo-jin wearing the Isaac Ivanov mask as soon as he entered the dungeon before averting his gaze . 
 
   ‘We have to kill him . This ridiculous monster . ’
 
   This was to hide the fact that he was actually terrified . 
 
   In fact, this was not necessary . 
 
   Because Kim Woo-jin’s eyes had never turned to them . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin had never been interested in them in the first place . 
 
   ‘Come . ’
 
   After that, the players continued entering the dungeon one after the other, and soon the 887th player appeared .  
 
   Park Shin-hye!
 
   As if expecting the cold, she appeared in a coat made from the fur of a flame beast, and looked around at the crowd . 
 
   But Kim Woo-jin didn’t pay any attention to her either . 
 
   He still continued to look at nothing but the Dungeon gate . 
 
   Finally, the one Kim Woo-jin was waiting for appeared . 
 
   Lee Se-jun!
 
   Appearing in shining armor, the grandeur he revealed was even more dazzling than the white forest around them . 
 
   For the first time, Kim Woo-jin’s eyes drifted away from the dungeon gate, instead coming to settle on Lee Se-jun . 
 
   His eyes became yellow . 
 
   ‘You came . ’
 
   Horus’ Eyes confirmed it . 
 
   ‘Really . ’
 
   Lee Se-jun himself had entered . 
 
   At the same time, they received a notification . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   [Destroy all the Ogres to proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   As if to remind them that the world would no longer know what happened in this dungeon . 
 
   To this notification, Lee Se-jun spoke . 
 
   “Begin the hunt . ”
 
   And Kim Woo-jin thought . 
 
   ‘Begin the hunt . ’
 
   …
 
   The great players usually had nicknames that corresponded with their abilities . 
 
   Lightning King, Sword Saint, Trinity, Dragon Slayer . 
 
   It wasn’t difficult to determine what abilities these players had from their nicknames . 
 
   But not everyone was the same . 
 
   This was the case for Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “What nickname should we give to Isaac Ivanov?”
 
   “Isn’t it Saviour?”
 
   “No, not like that . A nickname that represents Isaac Ivanov’s abilities . ”
 
   Isaac Ivanov didn’t have a nickname that represented his abilities . 
 
   Of course, his abilities had already been revealed to the world without filtering, and there was no one who didn’t know what he was capable of . 
 
   It was just that they couldn’t think of a good nickname for him . 
 
   “Hang on . ”
 
   At that point, people realised another question . 
 
   “Then what are Lee Se-jun’s abilities?”
 
   Lee Se-jun, who was also called the Saviour, had no nickname to represent his abilities . 
 
   In fact, only a few people even knew in detail what abilities Lee Se-jun had . 
 
   “Isn’t that top secret?”
 
   “To protect Lee Se-jun, such a thing must never be revealed . ”
 
   It was to protect Lee Se-jun, who was exposed to more threats than anyone else in the world . 
 
   Revealing his abilities was like creating opportunities for assassins to easily target his weaknesses . 
 
   Therefore, the Messiah Guild made considerable efforts to keep Lee Se-jun’s abilities hidden . 
 
   But that wasn’t the only reason Lee Se-jun’s abilities were unknown . 
 
   Players who saw Lee Se-jun’s abilities always said one thing . 
 
   “The master’s abilities are hard to explain . ”
 
   Lee Se-jun’s abilities were not easy to explain even for those who had seen them with their own eyes . 
 
   This was literal . 
 
   Lee Se-jun’s fighting style was completely different from normal players . 
 
   “Even among the few players who have the Guardian of Sacred Light as their halo, the master is unique . I can’t really tell you much about his legendary skills . ”
 
   The unique halo and the skills he gained from said halo were already beyond comparison . 
 
   Nevertheless, they could only use one way to express Lee Se-jun’s skills . 
 
   “After a flash of light, the monsters all lost their fighting spirit and became frozen like statues, terrified . ”
 
   “After a flash of light, everything was burned by white flames . ”
 
   “Light flashed in the sky and then bolts of lightning struck down . ”
 
   Expressions that were difficult to understand just by listening to them . 
 
   Of course, those who heard these expressions would laugh, thinking that the other person was just making a joke in order to Sanctify Lee Se-jun . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   But it was by no means a joke . 
 
   ‘It’s just as they’d been told . ’
 
   The abilities that he’d heard about, and the abilities that Lee Se-jun displayed before Kim Woo-jin’s eyes were the same . 
 
   [Sacred light explodes . ]
 
   Blinding Explosion . 
 
   As soon as the skill was activated, an explosion of bright light exploded, hitting the army of more than 700 fully armed Ogres . 
 
   Rooar!
 
   The Ogre soldiers roared because of this light . 
 
   [The Ogre Soldiers have been blinded . ]
 
   And the reason for these roars was because the Ogres found that they’d been blinded . 
 
   [Medusa’s Curse has activated . ]
 
   And the curse of Medusa which followed this bright light forced the Ogres and even the heavily falling snow to stop moving . 
 
   In that way, a wall of Ogre Soldiers had been created . 
 
   Lee Se-jun then created a spot of light above his palm and aimed it at the Ogre Soldiers . 
 
   And after taking the form of a huge arrow, this light shot forward, burning everything in its path . 
 
   ‘Apollo’s Arrow . ’
 
   It was Apollo’s Arrow, a legendary skill dedicated to the Guardian of the Sacred Light . 
 
   This battle was hard to even describe as such . 
 
   ‘He’s saving Zeus’ Lightning . ’
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin also knew that Lee Se-jun had the skill Zeus’ Lightning in addition to these two . 
 
   ‘But he didn’t have to use it . ’
 
   In fact, there was no need for him to reveal it . 
 
   Lee Se-jun had already sorted out the outcome of the battle with just two skills . 
 
   A huge path had been created in the army of 700 Ogre’s who’d been frozen mid stride . 
 
   “Ohhh!”
 
   “As expected of the master . ”
 
   And it filled everyone who saw it with admiration and awe . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   And in this admiration, an army of skeletons appeared . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   These skeletons rushed to ravenously eat at the table Lee Se-jun had set . 
 
   Puuk!
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers who were shorter than the 5m tall Ogres climbed onto their tall bodies and attacked their weak spots, like their eyes and throats . 
 
   “Ah…”
 
   This scene caused the faces of the members of the Messiah Guild who were looking on to stiffen . 
 
   Haaah!
 
   And it was the appearance of the Death Knights that darkened this stiff expression . 
 
   There were five . 
 
   With their dignified appearances, the Death Knights didn’t need to walk the path Lee Se-jun had created . 
 
   Neigh!
 
   Instead, they charged directly towards the Ogres atop their skeleton horses . 
 
   Moreover, the Death Knights didn’t bother to aim for their weaknesses . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Instead, they used the weapons in their hands to easily devastate the Ogres . 
 
   ‘Oh my God . ’
 
   ‘So this is Isaac Ivanov?’
 
   ‘It’s more than the rumors . ’
 
   Although the stage had been created by Lee Se-jun, the members of the Messiah Guild were horrified by the performance of Isaac Ivanov’s skeleton army which easily crushed the Ogre wall like a bulldozer . 
 
   They couldn’t help but think . 
 
   ‘If it were the two of them the 9 Floor dungeon wouldn’t be a problem . ’
 
   If Lee Se-jun and Isaac Ivanov were to attack the 9 Floor dungeon, they could really clear it and save the world . 
 
   That was why the expressions of the Messiah Guild’s members became even harder . 
 
   ‘We have to kill Isaac Ivanov here somehow . ’
 
   ‘We definitely have to kill him this time . ’
 
   Because they’d never wanted to end the game and save the world . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   Rooaar!
 
   A fierce roar that shook the ground below came from the sky . 
 
   [The Wyvern King howls . ]
 
   The owner of this roar was none other than a Wyvern King . 
 
   It was a monster that was three times the size of a normal Wyvern and could even compete with a Dragon . 
 
   Roar!
 
   What was even more surprising was the fact that there was a giant Ogre riding on the back of the Wyvern King . 
 
   “It’s an Ogre Knight!”
 
   Ogre Knight . 
 
   It was the moment when a monster that could not be compared with other Ogres, the ruler of the first floor, appeared . 
 
   However, even though it appeared, it didn’t reveal itself openly . 
 
   Instead, it continued to look down at the sky and commanded its troops . 
 
   [The morale of the Ogre Soldiers has been greatly increased by the Ogre Knight’s appearance . ]
 
   Following the orders of the Ogre Knight, the Ogre Soldiers that had been waiting began to move . 
 
   Thump, thump, thump!
 
   The ground shook, and the vegetation in their path was completely uprooted . 
 
   Then the army began to let out their warcries . 
 
   Roar!
 
   The Ogre Soldiers roared at their enemies . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   At the moment when it was easy to be shaken by the noises, a beam of light penetrated the head of the Ogre Knight, who was flying high in the sky on its mount . 
 
   Puk!
 
   At the same time, the Wyvern King’s head had also been pierced . 
 
   Lee Se-jun frowned slightly as the Ogre Knight and its mount began to fall to the ground . 
 
   But Isaac Ivanov simply directed his skeleton army to meet the Ogre Soldiers in battle without paying any mind to that fact . 
 
   Haaa!
 
   A massacre began . 
 
   “Get ready . ”
 
   Then Park Shin-hye reminded the others . 
 
   “We’ll finish on the next floor as we planned . ”
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   [All the Ogres have been slain . ]
 
   Violation . 
 
   That was the only word that could be used to describe Isaac Ivanov and Lee Se-jun’s attack on the first floor of the dungeon . 
 
   It was overwhelming .  
 
   There was no time to feel your body heat up or to feel any tension . 
 
   [Proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   Even the notifications that they received in this situation were unable to cause tension . 
 
   Of course, Isaac Ivanov was different . 
 
   He remained cautious and vigilant towards his surroundings . 
 
   As soon as they entered the new floor, he immediately spread his senses and looked around . 
 
   [Survive for 30 days to proceed to the next floor . ]
 
   They were attacking the dungeon, so naturally, he would try to gather as much information as he could from their surroundings . 
 
   In other words, Isaac Ivanov’s attention was focused on understanding the dungeon . 
 
   
 
 
   This also meant that the caution and vigilance he had towards other things would be considerably less . 
 
   It was basically impossible to hope that Isaac Ivanov would be able to prevent a sudden attack from those he considered his allies in this situation . 
 
   Puk!
 
   It happened in an instant . 
 
   A long spear stabbed deep into Isaac Ivanov’s side . 
 
   “Kuk . ”
 
   As Isaac Ivanov turned around, shocked by this sudden attack, a bright flash of light exploded in front of his eyes . 
 
   [Sacred light explodes . ]
 
   Blinding Explosion . 
 
   [Medusa’s Curse has activated . ]
 
   After seeing these notifications, Isaac Ivanov shouted . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Lee Se-jun!”
 
   The answer he received was another notification . 
 
   [The effect of the Longinus Spear(1) makes it impossible to use skills . ]
 
   The Spear of Longinus!
 
   Isaac Ivanov could do nothing but shout in front of the spear which had rendered even God powerless . 
 
   He moved to pull the spear from his body . 
 
   He then gave a command to all of the skeletons around him . 
 
   This order was simple . 
 
   Destroy everything!
 
   Boom!
 
   Suddenly, a bright yellow bolt of lightning struck down upon Isaac Ivanov’s head . 
 
   [Zeus’ lightning strikes . ]
 
   Zeus’ lightning . 
 
   The lightning bolt struck Isaac Ivanov’s head without giving him the chance to escape . 
 
   At that moment, Isaac Ivanov’s body froze . 
 
   Boom boom!
 
   Zeus’ lightning kept striking down upon Isaac Ivanov’s head . 
 
   And because of this, Isaac Ivanov was unable to hear . 
 
   [The Bifrost has been activated . ]
 
   That the Messiah Guild had locked him up perfectly . 
 
   …
 
   [The Bifrost has been activated . ]
 
   Bifrost . 
 
   The ultimate barrier spell that prevented anything from entering or leaving without the permission of the caster for 6 days . 
 
   This was Park Shin-hye’s trump card . 
 
   The moment this spell activated, the players from the Messiah Guild were certain . 
 
   ‘We’ve succeeded . ’
 
   ‘We locked up Isaac Ivanov!’
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   When they first began to plan the hunting of Isaac Ivanov, there was one thing that the Messiah Guild was most worried about . 
 
   ‘Now he can’t escape even if he has the Cap of Invisibility . ’
 
   And that was none other than the Cap of Invisibility . 
 
   After all, it wouldn’t be possible if he had the ability to hide himself at any time he was faced with a dangerous situation . 
 
   ‘Even if he has the Cap of invisibility, he won’t be able to escape the Bifrost . ’
 
   The only way to kill Isaac Ivanov was to confine him in an area . 
 
   And now they’d been able to confine him in the area within the Bifrost barrier . 
 
   Of course, the attacks that had been dealt to Isaac Ivanov before that were certainly not enough to kill him . 
 
   The attack from the Spear of Longinus could have been considered deadly, and the repeated attacks from Zeus’ lightning would have paralyzed the target’s thinking ability .  
 
   But even that wasn’t enough . 
 
   “Look it’s a Dokkaebi . ”
 
   So while he was defenseless and trapped in the Bifrost, Isaac Ivanov would be forced to fight against Park Shin-hye’s Seven Colored Dokkaebis . 
 
   He would have to fight against these creatures that could even burn Dragons without any weapons . 
 
   An ordinary person wouldn’t even be able to fight against a single lion with just their body . 
 
   Therefore, this was basically the end of the Isaac Ivanov hunt . 
 
   “Now we just need to deal with Spashiba . ”
 
   All that was left was to deal with the remnants . 
 
   “This was much easier than I expected . ”
 
   The remnant was also unusual, but it wouldn’t be too much of a problem for the Messiah Guild’s members . 
 
   It was then . 
 
   “Stay alert . ”
 
   A player came over to them as they were relaxing and gave them a warning . 
 
   “The battle isn’t over yet . ”
 
   In the end, the Messiah Guild members could only nod . 
 
   “From now on, we’ll be hunting Spashiba . ”
 
   Even when they heard these words, they still nodded without saying anything . 
 
   No one doubted these words . 
 
   There was nothing to doubt . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   The one who’d appeared was one of their colleagues who was also given the task of clearing up the remnants . 
 
   Naturally, none of them noticed . 
 
   “You’d better be careful not to get killed by a monster while chasing him . ”
 
   The black flash in that person’s eyes as he gave them this reminder . 
 
   …
 
   The most thrilling way to hunt was to catch your prey without making any preparations . 
 
   And on the other hand, the least thrilling way to hunt was to be fully prepared and simply wait for your prey to walk into your trap . 
 
   “It’s over . ”
 
   “This just proves that our preparations were perfect . ”
 
   It was for that reason that the Bow God responded to the Sword Saint in such a way as they stared at the hazy walls of the Bifrost . 
 
   And it was for the same reason that the Sword Saint didn’t say anything further after receiving this response . 
 
   “It’s not over yet . ”
 
   It was Cho Sung-woo who approached them and spoke . 
 
   “There’s still his teammate . ”
 
   The silver armor that Cho Sung-woo was wearing was filled with dents and tears .  
 
   These were signs of battle . 
 
   They were the signs he gained while dealing with the monster known as the Death Knight . 
 
   They were amazing signs . 
 
   After all, those who could survive with just these traces after going up against such a ridiculous monster would not surpass 50 even if one was to search the entire world . 
 
   Despite being such a talented man, Cho Sung-woo still spoke with a voice filled with apprehension . 
 
   “His teammate is also unnatural . ”
 
   He gave a sincere warning so that they would not look down on Isaac Ivanov’s runaway teammate . 
 
   “He’s the best tank I’ve ever seen . ”
 
   It was high praise . 
 
   In fact, it was high to the point of feeling excessive . 
 
   However, the Bow God and Sword Saint didn’t doubt this praise . 
 
   “If you say it that much, then he must definitely be unnatural . ”
 
   After all, how could they not know what type of person Cho Sung-woo was?
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “This should be interesting . ”
 
   More importantly, it was the Sword Saint and Bow God’s task to hunt Isaac Ivanov’s teammate . 
 
   As some of the world’s leading hunters, they knew better than to disregard a warning about their prey . 
 
   “Then let’s move . ”
 
   And so, the two hunters also went to capture the remnants . 
 
   …
 
   “Shiba . ”
 
   As soon as Lee Jin-ah let out a short complaint at the thick forest surrounding him, something came up behind him . 
 
   ‘Ah . ’
 
   As soon as he felt it, Lee Jin-ah turned around and saw a sword flying towards him at an incredible speed . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah leaned his head to the side . 
 
   Piht!
 
   The tip of the sword pierced through the space where Lee Jin-ah’s head just was . 
 
   At the same time, the sword qi emanating from the sword pierced the trees behind Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   Instead of a sword, it was more like an attack from a gun . 
 
   It was truly an eerie ability . 
 
   “Shiba!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah roared and punched at the enemy who stabbed at him . 
 
   This punch was incredibly powerful . 
 
   Paak!
 
   Following a harsh sound, the body of the person who was hit by this punched soared into the air . 
 
   But after reaching a decent height, they simply corrected their posture, flipped over and landed lightly on the ground . 
 
   There were no attacks after that . 
 
   ‘Fuck . ’
 
   From Lee Jin-ah’s perspective, this situation was even more annoying . 
 
   From now on, he’d have to be worrying about when his enemy would attack him, and from where . 
 
   Of course, there was one thing that made Lee Jin-ah a bit nervous . 
 
   ‘I’m surrounded . ’
 
   And that was the fact that he was actually surrounded in this thick forest . 
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   In the thick forest which reduced his visibility to about three meters, the Messiah Guild’s members were located in every direction centering around Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   Many of them were the Sword Saint’s disciples . 
 
   ‘Hmph . ’
 
   And the Sword Saint himself was also there . 
 
   He stood there waiting with one of his treasured swords, the Eojang(1) Sword, in his hand . 
 
   ‘It took 6 days . ’
 
   It was the moment the chase that lasted six days, came to an end . 
 
   ‘What an amazing guy . ’
 
   In other words, Lee Jin-ah had evaded them for six days . 
 
   This was a remarkable achievement since he was chased by none other than the Messiah Guild’s best hunters, led by the Sword Saint and Bow God . 
 
   ‘He deserves that praise . ’
 
   It was at that moment that he truly understood Cho Sung-woo’s words . 
 
   ‘But that’s all . ’
 
   
 
 
   Of course, the Sword Saint was certain that the chase would end today . 
 
   There were two reasons for this certainty . 
 
   One was the fact that they’d already caught up . 
 
   ‘The moment he stops my sword, the Bow God’s arrow will end his life in an instant . ’
 
   And the other was that the Sword Saint was just a decoy for the Bow God . 
 
   These were the reasons for his certainty . 
 
   And with that conviction, the Sword Saint no longer had any doubts in his head . 
 
   He returned his attention to the surroundings . 
 
   ‘Focus on this guy . ’
 
   Instead, he focused all of his concentration and senses upon his one prey, Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   This was the Sword Saint’s talent . 
 
   From the start, he was the best at killing a target as long as he had a sword in his hand . 
 
   In other words, what he did best wasn’t to hold a sword and do fancy and flashy sword dances .  
 
   It was to kill any target with a sword . 
 
   It was his ability to predict a step ahead that made this possible . 
 
   He didn’t need to predict far into the future . 
 
   Instead, all he needed was to predict the target’s next step and move in preparation for that step . 
 
   And with the Eojang Sword in his hand, the Sword Saint had no doubts . 
 
   [Yeo Dong-bin’s(2) power settles within you . ]
 
   After putting the power of the Sword God, Yeo Dong-bin, into the Eojang Sword, before stabbing it towards his prey . 
 
   In response to this attack, his prey leaned back and twisted himself to avoid the sword . 
 
   It was a truly amazing evasion . 
 
   However, the Sword Saint continued to attack with his sword as though he’d expected this . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   His sword fell down quickly like a thunderbolt, but this time, his prey didn’t evade it . 
 
   Puk!
 
   Instead, he kicked towards the Sword Saint’s body, forcing him to stop his attack and sidestep to avoid him . 
 
   This disturbed the sword’s trajectory, causing it to only strike air . 
 
   At that moment, the Sword Saint’s eyes shook slightly . 
 
   This was proof that this wasn’t going as he’d expected . 
 
   Nevertheless, the Sword Saint didn’t stop . 
 
   The Sword Saint didn’t stop moving and attacked again, but his prey avoided those attacks easily as well . 
 
   Swish!
 
   He easily avoided thirteen attacks . 
 
   Only then did the Sword Saint stop his offensive for the first time . 
 
   Instead, he looked at his prey with cold, sunken eyes and said . 
 
   “You… how?”
 
   Although he was surprised, his prey, Lee Jin-ah, didn’t answer . 
 
   There was no reason to answer the questions of someone who wanted to kill you . 
 
   And from Lee Jin-ah’s perspective, there was nothing he had to say . 
 
   ‘It feels like fighting against Kim Woo-jin . ’
 
   The reason he was able to avoid the Sword Saint’s attacks so perfectly was because he was on a similar level to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   ‘If it wasn’t for Kim Woo-jin, I’d probably have lost a few limbs by now . ’
 
   Lee Jin-ah was able to show such an eased expression during what should have been an intense fight against the Sword Saint, only because of Kim Woo-jin’s constant tempering . 
 
   This was something the Sword Saint would never have been able to expect . 
 
   ‘Ah . ’
 
   And it was at that moment that he recalled something that he’d completely forgotten due to this unexpected situation . 
 
   ‘What about the Bow God?’
 
   He realised the Bow God had not supported him even once, although he’d launched thirteen attacks at their prey . 
 
   And that none of his students had moved to assist him . 
 
   As the Sword Saint realised something strange was going on, he heard a strange cry . 
 
   “Shiba . ”
 
   It was Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   The Sword Saint turned to look at Lee Jin-ah, who spoke in a calm tone . 
 
   “You’re here . ”
 
   Then, as he was shocked by the sudden, perfect Korean from the Russian in front of him, the Sword Saint heard a sound from his chest . 
 
   Puk!
 
   It was the sound of his chest being pierced . 
 
   [You have been afflicted with the Curse of Balmung . ]
 
   And that sound was the last sound the Sword Saint heard before he died . 
 
   …
 
   The thing the Messiah Guild considered most important while hunting Isaac Ivanov was the preservation of power . 
 
   If they were to catch Isaac Ivanov but lose half of their power, it would be almost impossible for them to clear the dungeon afterward . 
 
   In other words, the Messiah Guild’s top priority was to prevent such an outcome, and in order to achieve this goal, the Messiah Guild didn’t mind spending more time . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   No matter how long it took, the Messiah Guild was prepared to hunt steadily and stably . 
 
   For this purpose, instead of deploying all their troops at once, they broke them into groups and placed them in various locations while constantly exchanging information, moving forward step by step in order to corner their prey . 
 
   They were basically making a spiderweb . 
 
   The groups that were located all over the dungeon floor exchanged information regularly . 
 
   Cho Sung-woo was at the center of the web . 
 
   “There’s no response from group A02 . ”
 
   “We’ve lost contact with group B13 . ”
 
   But now, he had suddenly received a series of unexpected reports . (TL: how exactly are they contacting each other?)
 
   “What are you talking about? Everything was fine when we checked an hour ago, wasn’t it?”
 
   Everything that was fine up to an hour ago had suddenly become a terrible disaster . 
 
   ‘We’ve lost contact with 19 groups so far, a total of 210 people . ’
 
   210 people . 
 
   Such a large number had disappeared in an instant . 
 
   Of course, this was possible . 
 
   After all, this was a dungeon, so it wouldn’t be strange for a strange, ridiculously powerful monster to appear and slaughter the players . 
 
   ‘Is it a Boss-class monster?’
 
   Furthermore, since this was an A+ rank 8 Floor dungeon, it wouldn’t be strange if two or three boss monsters appeared on the same floor . 
 
   ‘In any case, we shouldn’t have lost contact with them without a trace . ’
 
   However, the players here weren’t common . 
 
   They were all skilled individuals who would at least leave some kind of hint before they died . 
 
   They were not those who would just die silently after being attacked by a monster . 
 
   ‘How the hell?’
 
   Cho Sung-woo’s worries deepened . 
 
   Then, Cho Sung-woo received information that made him put aside his worries a little . 
 
   “A request for help has come for group C01 . ”
 
   C01 . 
 
   He had no choice but to put them aside after receiving a request for help from the group that had both the Sword Saint and the Bow God in it . 
 
   ‘The two of them should be able to stall for time . ’
 
   This was a great opportunity to get an answer about this strange situation . 
 
   “Send reinforcements immediately . ”
 
   As he said those words, Cho Sung-woo himself began to prepare . 
 
   “I will go as well . ”
 
   At his orders, Cho Sung-woo and his men prepared as though they were about to rush into a monster’s lair . 
 
   But they didn’t know . 
 
   The existence of a Bone Dragon moving above their heads . 
 
   …
 
   [There are 24 days remaining . ]
 
   They received a notification on the sixth day after entering the second floor of the dungeon . 
 
   It was also the notification that told them six days had passed since they trapped Isaac Ivanov in the Bifrost after their sneak attack . 
 
   The fact that the Bifrost barrier would soon be lifted caused the Messiah Guild members surrounding it to tense up . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘The Bifrost barrier will be lifted sooner or later . ’
 
   Whether they liked it or not, the Bifrost could only be maintained for as many as six days . 
 
   And the moment the barrier dissipated, the Messiah Guild members would have to move to confirm Isaac Ivanov’s life or death . 
 
   Of course, most of them were certain . 
 
   ‘He’s probably dead . ’
 
   ‘There’s no way he could’ve survived . ’
 
   That the only thing they’d find was Isaac Ivanov’s corpse . 
 
   This was because the repeated attacks in the barrier over the past six days had been thorough . 
 
   In all honesty, they could have confirmed Isaac Ivanov’s death sooner . 
 
   Nevertheless, the Messiah Guild had not identified Isaac Ivanov’s corpse yet . 
 
   Not a single player had been allowed to enter the Bifrost . 
 
   This was to prevent the possibility that Isaac Ivanov would trick another player and use them to escape the dungeon . 
 
   ‘He can’t be alive after all of that . ’
 
   It would be weird if they weren’t certain after this level of thoroughness . 
 
   Nevertheless, the Messiah Guild members were nervous . 
 
   ‘Perhaps…’
 
   Because of the many miracles Isaac Ivanov had created in his path to the top . 
 
   “There are 6 minutes left until the barrier is lifted . ”
 
   Park Shin-hye, who had stayed awake to constantly monitor the Bifrost barrier for six days, announced the time limit so that they would remain vigilant . 
 
   Suddenly . 
 
   “5 minutes . ”
 
   About a minute after she began her countdown . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “Someone’s coming . ”
 
   A player was rushing at full force towards the place where the Bifrost was located . 
 
   “It’s Cho Sung-woo!”
 
   It was none other than Cho Sung-woo . 
 
   The tension brought on by his appearance caused everyone to stiffen subconsciously, to the point that they couldn’t even breathe,
 
   “There’s an emergency!”
 
   In a loud voice, Cho Sung-woo shouted about an emergency, causing the tension to rise even higher . 
 
   It was at that moment . 
 
   Flash!
 
   An intense light surged towards Cho Sung-woo . 
 
   When that happened, everyone turned away from Cho Sung-woo and looked towards Lee Se-jun . 
 
   ‘Apollo’s Arrow?’
 
   This was a skill that only one person in the world could use . 
 
   Under the gaze of everyone in the group, Lee Se-jun simply said . 
 
   “That’s not Cho Sung-woo . ”
 
   At those words, they turned their heads towards Cho Sung-woo again . 
 
   And sure enough . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   They found the player holding the Aegis Shield in their hand . 
 
   Shortly afterwards, that player called out . 
 
   “It seems I was unable to deceive the hero’s eyes . ”
 
   All the Messiah Guild members were incredibly shocked when they heard fluent Korean from this unknown player . 
 
   ‘Who is that?’
 
   The situation was extremely confusing because those words were definitely spoken by a Korean native . 
 
   Then someone with good ears stuttered . 
 
   “Ki-, Kim Woo-jin?”
 
   He realised that the voice was Kim Woo-jin’s voice and hurriedly shouted to the others . 
 
   “That’s Kim Woo-jin! The Poison King Kim Woo-jin! That’s his voice!”
 
   At that cry, everyone’s attention turned to Kim Woo-jin who was wielding the Aegis Shield . 
 
   The situation became chaotic at that moment . 
 
   At a very important moment, Cho Sung-woo suddenly appeared, then Lee Se-jun attacked him, then they heard the voice of Kim Woo-jin, who was killed by Isaac Ivanov, from Cho Sung-woo . 
 
   It was inevitable that this caused everyone to be incredibly confused and placed all of their attention upon Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   That was why . 
 
   “Huh?”
 
   “Above!”
 
   The reason they took too long to notice the gigantic Bone Dragon diving towards their heads .  
 
   Because of this, the Dragon crashed into the group uninterrupted . 
 
   Crack crack crack!
 
   The bones of the dragon shattered and scattered in every direction as the players screamed and flew into the air because of the attack . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   Then these shattered bone pieces began to clump together to form Skeleton Soldiers . 
 
   [The Bone Dragon returns to the form of Skeleton Soldiers . ]
 
   “It’s Skeleton Soldiers . ”
 
   It was the moment when 300 Skeleton Soldiers had pierced into the heart of the enemy in an instant . 
 
   “Oh my God . ”
 
   “Block them!”
 
   “Get ready!”
 
   Naturally, the Messiah Guild’s battle formation became a mess as a result . 
 
   Looking at this mess, Kim Woo-jin then said . 
 
   “Power of the Nine Tailed Fox . ”
 
   [The Nine Tailed Fox’s powers settle within you . ]
 
   [Magic Power will not be consumed for 9 minutes . ]
 
   The moment he heard this notification, Kim Woo-jin started summoning . 
 
   [A Death Knight appears . ]
 
   And Death Knights began appearing behind him one after the other . 
 
   Before long, thirty Death Knights had made their appearance . 
 
   ‘Let’s end this now . ’
 
   The final battle had begun . 
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   Kim Woo-jin hadn’t been a hunting dog from the start . 
 
   To put it bluntly, he used to be a stray dog .  
 
   A stray who could only wander around, wondering what to bite while knowing nothing of the parents who birthed him or what to do with his life . 
 
   “Hunting dog Kim Woo-jin, I need your strength . ”
 
   It was just this one simple statement that transformed a stray dog into a hunting dog . 
 
   With that one statement, the stray dog went through countless training and practice, through numerous hardships and adversity, and soon became the world’s best hunting dog . 
 
   It became a hunting dog that could hunt any prey . 
 
   ‘To put an end to this game and save the world . ’
 
   And he became a hunting dog who could hunt anything for one reason . 
 
   Even when Kim Woo-jin returned to the past and countless things changed, that one thing didn’t change . 
 
   ‘For that, I need to kill you, Lee Se-jun . ’
 
   To hunt everything standing in his path, put an end to the game, and save the world . 
 
   That was the reason Kim Woo-jin made his move . (TL: not for revenge?)
 
   
 
 
   That was why, in the midst of the charging Death Knights, the 300 raging Skeleton Soldier, and the Lich and Skeleton Knights who were leading their own troops into battle, Kim Woo-jin ran towards Lee Se-jun . 
 
   [You have received the Winner’s Blessing . ]
 
   Holding Excalibur in his hand, Kim Woo-jin clashed with Lee Se-jun . 
 
   …
 
   Everything didn’t always go according to plan . 
 
   This was especially true in dungeons . 
 
   No one knew when or where an unexpected situation might occur . 
 
   It was impossible to be able to deal with these unexpected situations perfectly, after all, if that was possible, it wouldn’t be an unexpected situation . 
 
   That was why having a manual was important . 
 
   It allowed the players to just keep specific rules in mind in order to avoid the worst outcome in an emergency situation . 
 
   “Wake up!”
 
   “Act according to the manual!”
 
   In an emergency, it was important to form a battle line .  
 
   Once a battle line had been established, they would at least be able to buy some time, and in that time, they would be able to make plans according to the situation . 
 
   “Get ready!”
 
   “Parties, gather together!”
 
   Among the members of the Messiah Guild, there was definitely no one who didn’t know this fact . 
 
   Rattle!
 
   However, the Skeleton Soldiers who fell from the sky did not allow the Messiah Guild members to easily gather together . 
 
   The Skeleton Soldiers, who had crashed into the heart of the Messiah Guild’s formation in the form of a Bone Dragon, began to attack before the Messiah Guild members were able to create their battle line . 
 
   “Dammit!”
 
   “Protect the healers and wizards first!”
 
   Even the Skeleton Soldiers and Skeleton Knights on the outside persistently attacked the weakest members in the Messiah Guild’s formation . 
 
   “These crazy bastards are only aiming for the healers!”
 
   Among them, their offensive against the healers was the fiercest . There were even cases of three or four Skeleton Soldiers rushing towards the same target . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Godammit!”
 
   “Give up! We can’t save them!”
 
   Naturally, the results were devastating . 
 
   But even under such circumstances, the Messiah Guild members were able to identify and implement the best course of action in this situation . 
 
   “Focus on the situation!”
 
   “Don’t lose focus!”
 
   Maintain focus and don’t panic . 
 
   It didn’t seem like much, but it was very important in a situation like this one . 
 
   Just like you can escape a tiger’s den as long as you stayed alert and focused in order to seize the opportunity whenever it arrived . 
 
   Hihihi!
 
   [The Banshees’ cries resound . ]
 
   However, the cries of the Banshees, who began weeping among the Messiah Guild members, did not allow them to do this easily . 
 
   “Kuh!”
 
   “Uahhh!”
 
   Moreover, only a few had ways to block the effects of the Banshees’ cries now that the healers were the first to be attacked . 
 
   Most of them could only freeze up as they felt cold hands grip their hearts on the fierce battlefield and shake their heads like they were trying to clear them . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   Unfortunately, the Skeleton Knights and Skeleton Soldiers would not miss such an opportunity . 
 
   When the Messiah Guild’s members lost their concentration, the Skeleton Knights began attacking them . 
 
   “Kuaah!”
 
   “Uaah!”
 
   Screams rang out from every direction . 
 
   Of course, there were still some who were able to put up a fight . 
 
   Paak!
 
   The talented members of the Messiah Guild who had excellent personal abilities not only ruthlessly and relentlessly crushed the Skeleton Soldiers, but even pressured or crushed the Skeleton Knights . 
 
   “Gather around me, I’ll destroy everything!”
 
   It was like the appearance of a main character in a movie . 
 
   It was like the appearance of a great figure . 
 
   [The Lich raises the Skeleton Soldier again . ]
 
   Rattle!
 
   “Godammit!”
 
   However, in the face of a constant series of attacks launched by the Skeleton Soldiers who would return even if they were ground into bone dust, this dignity didn’t last very long . 
 
   “There is no end!”
 
   Rattle!
 
   The series of terrible events didn’t end there . 
 
   Tuk, tuk!
 
   Rain began to fall over the battlefield . 
 
   ‘Rain?’
 
   ‘What’s going on?’
 
   The sudden rain cooled the heat of the Messiah Guild members that allowed them to move and think during the fierce battle with the skeleton army . 
 
   [You have been afflicted by Blood Poison . ]
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   It cooled down to the extent that the faces of everyone in the rain became white . 
 
   “It’s poison!”
 
   “Watch out for the poison!”
 
   “It’s a Blood Golem!”
 
   And with the appearance of the Blood Poison, the Blood Golem no longer concealed itself, and made its existence known . 
 
   [The Knight of Death appears!]
 
   It was around that time that the Death Knights began appearing . 
 
   Thirty of them . 
 
   This unbelievable number of Death Knights rushed atop their skeleton horses towards the already ravaged battlefield . 
 
   “Ah…!”
 
   The moment they saw this sight, the minds of the Messiah Guild members couldn’t help but go blank . 
 
   ‘It’s over . ’
 
   It was over . 
 
   They couldn’t help but have this thought . 
 
   “Gather around the Master!”
 
   In this situation, Park Shin-hye’s voice tore through the battlefield . 
 
   As the Bifrost had ended, she was now free and she shouted out, her red hair fluttering . 
 
   “Protect the Master!”
 
   Hrrrr!
 
   Along with that cry, the figures of multi colored demons began to charge towards the undead army . 
 
   The cold atmosphere on the battlefield began to heat up once again . 
 
   ‘Master!’
 
   The members of the Messiah Guild, who had been filled with despair just a moment ago, began to feel hope . 
 
   ‘Right, there’s still the Master!’
 
   Lee Se-jun!
 
   The name that could bring hope to a despairing heart . 
 
   The moment this name appeared in their minds, the members of the Messiah Guild began to move for one purpose . 
 
   “Protect the Master!”
 
   “Assist the Master!”
 
   They started to gather around Lee Se-jun . 
 
   However, as she looked at this scene, Park Shin-hye’s expression was not good . 
 
   ‘The sacrifice will be greater . ’
 
   In truth, Park Shin-hye already knew . 
 
   In the midst of battle, the skeleton army would not allow their opponents, who hadn’t even formed a proper battle line, to untangle themselves and move away suddenly . 
 
   After all, that basically meant allowing them to gather in another place after letting them run away . 
 
   ‘Only Lee Se-jun needs to survive . ’
 
   Nevertheless, the only reason she gave the order was to save Lee Se-jun . 
 
   And that was the answer . 
 
   ‘As long as we stop them, we’ll have the chance to turn the tables . ’
 
   The abilities Isaac Ivanov had shown so far were incredibly unbelievable, but Lee Se-jun was also not much worse than he was . 
 
   Furthermore, it was true that Isaac Ivanov’s abilities exceeded common sense too much . 
 
   There were 300 Skeleton Soldiers that had transformed from a Bone Dragon, a Lich and 30 Death Knights there!
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   No matter how she looked at it, there was no way such a thing as possible without any conditions . 
 
   ‘There is probably a condition for Isaac Ivanov’s skills . ’
 
   That was why Park Shin-hye believed Isaac Ivanov and Kim Woo-jin’s abilities had certain limitations . 
 
   ‘Time is on our side . ’
 
   She thought that they would surely disappear after a while . 
 
   ‘There will be plenty of opportunities . ’
 
   More importantly, the Lee Se-jun that Park Shin-hye knew was not someone who would die easily . 
 
   Lee Se-jun had many skills that could practically turn him into an immortal and items that he could use to escape from desperate situations . 
 
   ‘In time . ’
 
   In other words, with a little help, Lee Se-jun would never die, and as long as he was alive, there would be many opportunities to reverse the situation . 
 
   Except for one variable . 
 
   ‘…Ah . ’
 
   Park Shin-hye’s expression couldn’t help but stiffen as she thought of this variable . 
 
   …
 
   What were player vs player fights like?
 
   When they heard this question, most people thought of scenes from superhero or martial arts movies . 
 
   Of course, fights between players differed from the scenes shown in movies in many ways . 
 
   However, fights between players were also different from fights between ordinary people . 
 
   It was not enough to call the sight of people with physical abilities that far surpassed human capabilities who also had all kinds of skills superhuman . 
 
   Battles like that were things that anyone could imagine and expect . 
 
   Hunting dogs should never fight in ways that anyone could expect . 
 
   ‘A hunting dog just needs to find their prey’s weakness and latch on to it . ’
 
   It was okay to be messy or dirty, as long as you could persistently target and hold onto the prey’s weaknesses . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s battle was like that . 
 
   Due to the effect of Excalibur, Kim Woo-jin had been given the Winner’s Blessing, and Lee Se-jun the Challenger’s Curse . 
 
   [The Dignity of Hercules settles within you . ]
 
   In this situation, Lee Se-jun increased his physical strength by activating the skill Hercules’ Dignity . 
 
   The two of them had similar stats . 
 
   In this situation, Kim Woo-jin didn’t bother to engage in a fancy battle . 
 
   There were no sounds of metal clashing as they constantly locked blades as seen in martial arts movies . 
 
   Clang!
 
   As soon as their swords met, Kim Woo-jin kicked Lee Se-jun in the stomach, and as soon as Lee Se-jun stepped back, he leapt forwards with his sword in hand and wrapped his other arm around Lee Se-jun’s waist . 
 
   And in this state, they rolled on the floor without stopping . 
 
   As if they were a ball, the tangled forms of Lee Se-jun and Kim Woo-jin rolled along the ground . 
 
   It was really like a dog fight . 
 
   As they rolled nonstop, Lee Se-jun constantly tried to get away while Kim Woo-jin managed to always catch him somehow and continue rolling . 
 
   “Kuh!”
 
   Even Lee Se-jun couldn’t help but let out a grunt filled with complicated feelings as they continued this ridiculous dog fight which couldn’t even be described as a battle . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin was different . 
 
   ‘You probably never fought like this before . ’
 
   In fact, this was quite natural for him . 
 
   For him who always had to fight opponents and monsters stronger than himself, he had learned to not care about dignity, splendor or beauty . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   In particular, when dealing with a player, he always prepared to get tangled and dirty in the mud . 
 
   He always used a method that the other person had never experienced or would expect . 
 
   By doing so, he wore away at their mental power, concentration, and physical strength, as well as bought time . 
 
   ‘Lee Se-jun, this was the way I lived for you . ’
 
   This was the way Kim Woo-jin learned to live as the Messiah Guild’s hunting dog . 
 
   Therefore, Kim Woo-jin bit Lee Se-jun in the same way that he had learned as the Messiah Guild’s hunting dog . 
 
   There was nothing Lee Se-jun could do in the face of Kim Woo-jin’s offensive . 
 
   [Sacred light explodes . ] (TL: author left out sacred here, but it’s the same skill so I put it in ^-^)
 
   Even if he used the Blinding Explosion skill, it would not have any effect on Kim Woo-jin, who was stuck to him . 
 
   He really stuck to Lee Se-jun like a dog biting its prey . 
 
   “Kuh!”
 
   After a while, Lee Se-jun’s eyes began losing focus little by little . 
 
   He could feel his reason begin to melt bit by bit . 
 
   He also started to feel a sense of crisis . 
 
   Suddenly . 
 
   Fwoosh!
 
   Lee Se-jun’s body erupted with white flames . 
 
   [Surt’s(1) Flames burn . ]
 
   Surt!
 
   It was the moment when the power of the Fire Giant, who brought destruction to the world, erupted from Lee Se-jun’s body . 
 
   ‘Finally . ’
 
   It was only then that Kim Woo-jin let go of Lee Se-jun for the first time . 
 
   And for the first time, he was forced to widen the distance between them . 
 
   Nevertheless, the look in Kim Woo-jin’s eyes didn’t change . 
 
   This was natural . 
 
   After all, this was exactly what Kim Woo-jin had been waiting for . 
 
   Puk!
 
   At that moment, something stabbed deeply into Lee Se-jun’s side . 
 
   “Kuk!”
 
   Lee Se-jun screamed . 
 
   Following that scream, the identity of the invisible being who had stabbed Lee Se-jun was revealed . 
 
   [The effect of the Cap of Invisibility has disappeared . ]
 
   It was Lee Jin-ah, who was wearing the Cap of Invisibility . 
 
   [The effect of the Longinus Spear activates . ] (TL: Karma?)
 
   With the Longinus Spear in his hand . 
 
   Lee Se-jun couldn’t help but stare at Lee Jin-ah, who had stabbed him in the side, with wide eyes . 
 
   Puk!
 
   And in that moment, a sword pierced Lee Se-jun’s chest . 
 
   [The Curse of Balmung has been activated . ]
 
   Kim Woo-jin had stabbed Lee Se-jun in the chest with Balmung . 
 
   (TL: I like the way the MC didn’t change his modus operandi even for the final battle, despite having more than enough power to just slug it out . I also like the fact that he didn’t go ‘I will fight the enemy on my own despite having a team!’ like the usual action mc . )
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   There were many things that needed to be prepared when hunting . 
 
   The first thing that had to be prepared was none other than your weapon, your fangs . 
 
   What kind of fangs would be needed to pierce the skin, tear the flesh and break the bones of the prey . 
 
   Without an answer to that question, the plan itself could not form . 
 
   The same was true for Lee Se-jun . 
 
   It was the first question Kim Woo-jin asked himself when he decided to hunt Lee Se-jun . 
 
   How many fangs would he need to hunt a prey like Lee Se-jun?
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s answer to this question was simple . 
 
   ‘Only the Longinus Spear can kill Lee Se-jun . ’
 
   Longinus Spear . 
 
   Only this item was the fang that could be used to kill Lee Se-jun . 
 
   ‘It’s the only item that can make all of Lee Se-jun’s skills and items useless . ’
 
   It was the only thing that could neutralize Lee Se-jun’s large number of legendary items and skills . 
 
   
 
 
   So he made a plan . 
 
   A plan to make Lee Se-jun take out the Longinus Spear, which he’d hidden deep within his inventory . 
 
   He made him use it against Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   This gave Lee Jin-ah the opportunity to obtain the spear and attack Lee Se-jun with it . 
 
   Puk!
 
   And while Lee Se-jun could not use any skills because of the Longinus Spear, Kim Woo-jin stabbed him in the heart with Balmung . 
 
   ‘Now only his head remains . ’
 
   Lee Se-jun grabbed onto the sword like it was his lifeline . 
 
   If Kim Woo-jin moved his hand, then Lee Se-jun would die even if he had thousands or hundreds of thousands of ways to survive if things had gone differently . (TL: half sure I tl’d this wrong… but it was a pretty hard sentence…)
 
   It was a situation that marked the end of a long hunt . 
 
   ‘This is the last . ’
 
   On the other hand, this was also his last chance . 
 
   Why did you betray the world that believed in you?
 
   Why did you betray the colleagues who sacrificed their lives for you?
 
   Why did you betray me?
 
   This was Kim Woo-jin’s last chance to hear an answer to all his questions from Lee Se-jun himself . 
 
   When he had this thought, Kim Woo-jin pulled Balmung, which had been stuck in Lee Se-jun’s chest, out . 
 
   Puft!
 
   Blood shot out of Lee Se-jun’s chest and covered Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   Shuk!
 
   And in that state, Kim Woo-jin swung Balmung and cut off Lee Se-jun’s head without hesitation . 
 
   The cut was so clean that it took a few moments for the severed head to tumble off the neck and fall to the floor . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t even look down at the head . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Instead, it was Lee Jin-ah who looked at him in shock . 
 
   “Y-, you just killed him right away?”
 
   It seemed Lee Jin-ah would never have imagined that such a long, difficult, and fierce fight would end in such a dry manner . 
 
   “Aren’t you supposed to ask why?”
 
   In fact, Lee Jin-ah thought Kim Woo-jin would ask a few questions after finally cornering Lee Se-jun . 
 
   This was natural . 
 
   After all, one was the person who perfectly played the role of saviour in order to devour the whole world and the other was the person who noticed this goal and moved to stop it . 
 
   When they finally met each other face to face, it was natural that they would have a lot to say to each other . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin responded inwardly to Lee Jin-ah’s words . 
 
   ‘I didn’t come here because I wanted to hear his excuses . ’
 
   It was like this from the start . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t just want to kill Lee Se-jun . 
 
   He knew that the feelings he felt after being betrayed by Lee Se-jun wouldn’t simply melt like snow after killing him . 
 
   “I didn’t take such a long and arduous path just to listen to some childish excuse . ”
 
   On the other hand, if he just intended to end it by killing Lee Se-jun, if the completion and culmination of his revenge was all he’d been after, there would have been no reason for Kim Woo-jin to have prepared all of this . 
 
   After all, it still wasn’t over yet . 
 
   With that thought, Kim Woo-jin turned to look at the remaining members of the Messiah Guild . 
 
   There were no longer any traces of reason in the expressions of the Messiah Guild’s members . 
 
   “Lee Se-jun!”
 
   “Master!”
 
   It was because the presence of Lee Se-jun, who had been decapitated, had taken away their reason . 
 
   Kyaha!
 
   Rattle!
 
   The Messiah Guild’s members, who had lost their reason, simply charged towards Kim Woo-jin, ignoring the skeleton army that was attacking them . 
 
   Even if their colleagues died miserably, even if they were inflicted with grievous injuries, they continued rushing forward without stopping . 
 
   They were no longer afraid of death, so they threw away their lives for this final attack . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who saw this scene, no longer looked stunned . 
 
   ‘This is no joke . ’
 
   It was difficult and dangerous to deal with so many talented people who had lost everything and were now doing everything to take down their enemy even at the cost of their lives, and he had to be focused . 
 
   Of course, Kim Woo-jin was different . 
 
   The shadows around them began to crawl towards Kim Woo-jin, who was calmly observing this scene . 
 
   These shadows crawled up Kim Woo-jin’s body to his head where they finally took the shape of a pure black dog mask . 
 
   [Anubis descends . ]
 
   It was the moment he used Anubis’ Descent . 
 
   …
 
   30 days . 
 
   That was how long they were forced to survive on the second floor of the dungeon . 
 
   [There is 1 day remaining . ]
 
   And now they received a notification that only one day of that time remained . 
 
   It was an indescribably joyful reminder . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “Now, there’s only us two left . ”
 
   However, Lee Jin-ah’s words after they received the reminder were truly terrifying . 
 
   They meant that out of the 999 people, the number closest to 1000, that had gone to the second floor of the dungeon, only two remained . 
 
   In other words, 997 people died on this floor . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t respond to Lee Jin-ah’s words . 
 
   [Anubis fades away . ]
 
   Instead of answering, he released the power of Anubis, which had descended on his body . 
 
   Then he took off the mask he was wearing, as well as the Isaac Ivanov mask . 
 
   He had returned to his original appearance . 
 
   It was a more definite answer than any words .  
 
   An answer that there was no longer anyone who could see their appearances so they no longer needed to act . 
 
   In response to that, Lee Jin-ah also took off the mask he was wearing . 
 
   “Kuh, now I can walk around with my manly face . It’s such a waste to hide your handsome face . Isn’t it?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who’d taken off his mask, spoke as if he was trying to show off his coolness . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t answer his question . 
 
   Instead, he walked forward . 
 
   Most of the bodies that Kim Woo-jin passed as he walked were not complete . 
 
   And as there were so many bodies piled up, their blood formed a pond . 
 
   This sight was very messy and cruel to the point that it would make one dizzy, but it wasn’t difficult to find the body with red hair among the pile . 
 
   ‘Park Shin-hye . ’
 
   The number two in the Messiah Guild . 
 
   The woman who helped the hero play the saviour in order to rule the world . 
 
   Her current appearance wasn’t very good . 
 
   Her robes was filled with cuts and signs of battle, and through the countless holes on her armor, countless injuries could be seen on her body . 
 
   Her face also had obvious signs of poisoning . 
 
   The only thing that seemed comfortable was her expression . 
 
   Of course, that wasn’t necessarily a good thing either . 
 
   This was the comfort that Park Shin-hye had only managed to reach after she gave up on her own life after her death became obvious . 
 
   Anubis’ Descent was such a skill . 
 
   A skill that made those who knew they would die give up without hesitation . 
 
   Looking at Park Shin-hye’s expression reminded Kim Woo-jin of a few memories he had of her . 
 
   ‘Now that I think about it, I have more memories with Park Shin-hye than with Lee Se-jun . ’
 
   There were more memories than those of Lee Se-jun . 
 
   In a way, she was Lee Se-jun’s mouthpiece . 
 
   She was the one who communicated Lee Se-jun’s wishes to Kim Woo-jin, and also the one who he met when he fulfilled those wishes . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah approached Kim Woo-jin who was staring at Park Shin-hye while immersed in his memories . 
 
   “Is it finally over?”
 
   As he said those words, Lee Jin-ah’s voice carried a trace of weakness . 
 
   This was natural . 
 
   It would be strange if he didn’t feel drained in a situation where he had to carry out an unbelievably difficult task that no one could know about, and eventually succeeded . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   Of course, Lee Jin-ah knew . 
 
   “Ah, of course I know we still have to clear the dungeon . I know that much even without you telling me . ”
 
   If he reacted like that, Kim Woo-jin would definitely tell him it’s not done . 
 
   He’d tell him there was still the dungeon attack left . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin chuckled at Lee Jin-ah’s words . 
 
   “Right, there’s still more to be done . ”
 
   “Huh? More?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah couldn’t help but ask this when he saw Kim Woo-jin’s expression . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin’s eyes became black as he responded . 
 
   “We still have to make everyone here heroes who tried to save the world . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin then received a notification . 
 
   [Anubis’ eyes have opened . ]
 
   With those black eyes, Kim Woo-jin looked at Park Shin-hye . 
 
   ‘Because my revenge isn’t over yet . ’
 
   …
 
   October 4 . 
 
   An unusually strong wind blew over the Chengdu city .  
 
   The only thing that wasn’t affected by these heavy winds was the concrete dome in the center of the city . 
 
   This place, which was called the Saviour’s Cradle, was as secure as ever . 
 
   And in it, was the same scene as always . 
 
   Hundreds of cameras located around the dungeon gate were constantly streaming a still image . 
 
   It was a scene that was so boring it would make people lose their minds . 
 
   However, there were no signs of boredom in the eyes of those watching . 
 
   They were watching to ensure that they didn’t miss a single moment of this historical event . 
 
   It was due to this . 
 
   “Ah! Someone came out!”
 
   The person who was monitoring the image immediately understood what this meant and quickly reported the situation . 
 
   Immediately after that, the world began moving busily . 
 
   There was a huge screen in a conference room filled with reporters which showed the inside of the concrete dome . 
 
   “They finally cleared it . ”
 
   Thanks to that, they were able to see it right away . 
 
   “It’s Isaac Ivanov!”
 
   Isaac Ivanov!
 
   The sight of this hero crossing the dungeon gate . 
 
   “It’s Spashiba!”
 
   And following Isaac Ivanov, the large frame of his closest companion appeared . 
 
   That was all . 
 
   ‘Huh?’
 
   No new players appeared from the dungeon gate . 
 
   ‘What about Lee Se-jun?’
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   ‘What about the Messiah Guild?’
 
   The saviour who would save the world didn’t appear . 
 
   It remained the same even as more time passed . 
 
   ‘Ah . ’
 
   The cheers that erupted around the world suddenly stopped, and the atmosphere became cold . 
 
   It was as if a harsh winter had settled upon the world . 
 
   Everything froze . 
 
   Chubuk…
 
   And in this situation, only one person, Isaac Ivanov, stepped forward without hesitation . 
 
   His footsteps led him to the podium that had been erected with the concrete dome beforehand . 
 
   It was just a simple platform . 
 
   But Isaac Ivanov stood upon the platform meant for the greatest and most historic declaration in the world . 
 
   Soon, Isaac Ivanov, who stood upon this platform, said . 
 
   “997 people died . ”
 
   The world didn’t show any reaction to the words he said . 
 
   They were like dolls who had lost all of their emotions . 
 
   Nevertheless, Isaac Ivanov continued . 
 
   “Every time someone died, they left a will . 997 people left their wills . And every time, I only gave them one answer . ”
 
   He calmly repeated the wills of the dead . 
 
   “That I will kill the final boss and put an end to this game . ”
 
   Everyone in the world looked towards Isaac Ivanov, who stood upon the podium . 
 
   Only then did they realise . 
 
   Isaac Ivanov didn’t lower his head, narrow his shoulders, or avert his eyes despite announcing this terrible news . 
 
   Instead, his eyes burned intensely with strong determination and will . 
 
   It was this Isaac Ivanov that said to the world . 
 
   “That way, I will save the world they wanted to save . ”
 
   When those words came out, a warm spring began to fall on the cold winter that had suddenly settled . 
 
   The warmth blossomed green . 
 
   And in this warmth, Isaac Ivanov said . 
 
   “I will accept Lee Se-jun’s will . And in the name of the Messiah Guild, I will attack the 9 Floor dungeon and save the world . ”
 
   Then that warmth became a fiery heat that devoured the world . 
 
   Uahhh!
 
   Uoohhh!
 
   The reporters all jumped up, throwing their pencils, notepads, and even their smartphones and cameras into the air as they cheered .  
 
   Then, Kim Woo-jin said . 
 
   “And I will make the world remember the Messiah Guild and Lee Se-jun as heroes who saved the world . ”
 
   ‘Lee Se-jun, die as a hero who saved the world . ’
 
   It was the moment Kim Woo-jin righted all of the wrongs . 
 
   ‘Because the Lee Se-jun whom I gave my life for was a hero who wanted to save the world . ’
 
   And it was the moment he regained the meaning of his existence that had been denied . 
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   December 23, 2025 . 
 
   It was the day before Christmas Eve, and the atmosphere in Seoul, the capital of Korea, was tenser than ever . 
 
   “It’s a week from now?”
 
   “Right, a week from now, Isaac Ivanov will attack the 9 Floor dungeon . ”
 
   The dungeon attack that was announced on October 4 to commemorate the great hero who fought to save the world was only a week away . 
 
   However, it wasn’t just tension . 
 
   “Will you succeed?”
 
   There was a reason for the tension . 
 
   Expectations were high that there would be a peaceful world where they would no longer need to worry about monsters appearing every year . 
 
   The expectation that this game would finally end . 
 
   “Because an All Star Team has been created . ”
 
   The source of this expectation were the players who had been gathered to attack the 9 Floor dungeon . 
 
   An All Star Team!
 
   
 
 
   All of the best players in the world had been gathered for this final dungeon attack . 
 
   “Because the All Star Team will be led by Isaac Ivanov . ”
 
   And those who gathered were all under the banner of Isaac Ivanov . 
 
   “Would they really be completely obedient just because of your little story?”
 
   “Of course they will obey . Those who go against the Messiah Guild’s values here are basically going against all of humanity . ”
 
   “Well, if the other guilds had cooperated fully with the Messiah Guild then maybe Lee Se-jun wouldn’t have died . ”
 
   It was the death of the world’s saviour, Lee Se-jun, made it possible . 
 
   His noble sacrifice made it impossible for the other players to be selfish . 
 
   “Now it’s time to finally end this game . ”
 
   That was why tension and expectation coexisted in the atmosphere around the world on the day before Christmas Eve . 
 
   “Hey, really . A Chinese restaurant of all things, a Chinese restaurant?”
 
   And despite this atmosphere in Seoul, a man complained without hesitation . 
 
   “Since we’re preparing to do something so big we should at least have giant lobster and king crab with caviar . Huh?”
 
   It was a man whose appearance was so ugly that just looking at him would give you goosebumps . 
 
   Whenever this man complained, the people around couldn’t help but be surprised by his ugly appearance . 
 
   However, the ordinary looking man across from him didn’t respond at all to the ugly man’s complaints . 
 
   “Make an order . ”
 
   Along with those words, he handed a menu over to the ugly man . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   Lee Jin-ah, the man who received the menu, asked with delight . 
 
   “You’re shooting right?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin simply closed his eyes instead of answering . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah laughed at this sight . 
 
   ‘Punk, you brought me to a cheap chinese restaurant, but I’ll just eat 100 million won’s worth . That should be enough . ’
 
   “Then I’ll place my order . ”
 
   “Yes . ”
 
   Hiding the ridicule in his heart, Lee Jin-ah pointed out what he wanted to the employee who came to take his order . 
 
   “I’ll have from here to here . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   When the waiter tilted their head at his order, Lee Jin-ah pointed to the first dish on the first page of the menu . 
 
   “From here . ”
 
   Then turning the menu to the last page, he pointed at the last dish . 
 
   “To here . ”
 
   Only then did the waiter understand what he meant, but they looked even more surprised . 
 
   Lee Jin-ah ignored the waiter and handed the menu back to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “You should also make your order . ”
 
   This fact made the waiter even more embarrassed . 
 
   ‘He wants to eat all of that alone?’
 
   Ignoring the waiter’s shocked expression, Kim Woo-jin simply ordered a bowl of jajangmyeon . 
 
   After taking their orders, the employee hurried to relay it to the kitchen, and Lee Jin-ah began humming a small tune while waiting for his food .  
 
   Kim Woo-jin simply sat there without a word . 
 
   After a while, the food was brought out . 
 
   A bowl of jajangmyeon for Kim Woo-jin, and a plate of tangsuyuk for Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “Oh, you already ordered?”
 
   A man walked into the restaurant and greeted Kim Woo-jin and Lee Jin-ah as soon as he saw them . 
 
   “It looks delicious . Who’s shooting? Huh?”
 
   This was Kim Woo-jin’s first time meeting this man . 
 
   But that didn’t mean he didn’t know who he was . 
 
   “Oh Se-chan . ”
 
   It was the moment when Kim Woo-jin and Oh Se-chan were finally able to meet for the first time . 
 
   Oh Se-chan looked towards Kim Woo-jin and smiled . 
 
   “This is our first meeting, isn’t it?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded and said . 
 
    
    
 
    
   
 
   “As I heard, you’re bald . ”
 
   “As you heard, I’m bald?”
 
   Oh Se-chan slowly turned his head to Lee Jin-ah who simply shrugged his shoulders at his expression . 
 
   “What? You’re bald, aren’t you?”
 
   Oh Se-chan shut his mouth as though the confident words made him speechless . 
 
   Then he simply sat on the chair beside Lee Jin-ah facing Kim Woo-jin, and said . 
 
   “There’s only one left . ”
 
   At those words, the messy atmosphere calmed down a bit . 
 
   “It was a long fight . ”
 
   As he said those words, Oh Se-chan’s expression was heavy . 
 
   “That’s why finishing it is all the more important . ”
 
   “Here’s your yangjangpi* . ” (TL: basically mixed vegetables and seafood in mustard sauce . )
 
   One more dish was brought in this heavy atmosphere and Oh Se-chan immediately shut up . 
 
   It was only after the waiter disappeared that Oh Se-chan opened his mouth again . 
 
   “Have you ever thought about what will happen after the game ends?”
 
   He once again created a heavy atmosphere with his questions . 
 
   “Here’s your palbochae* . ” (TL: eight treasures dish . )
 
   At that moment the waiter once again left the kitchen and put a plate on the table in front of Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   Once again, Oh Se-chan shut up . 
 
   And when the employee disappeared into the kitchen, he opened his mouth again . 
 
   “Players will lose their abilities, guilds will lose their function…”
 
   “Here is the chilli shrimp you ordered . ”
 
   “Hey, really?”
 
   Only then did Oh Se-chan break the heavy atmosphere and shout towards Lee Jin-ah . 
 
   “You damn pig, little pig bastard!”
 
   Lee Jin-ah furrowed his brows when he heard that . 
 
   “Hey, why are you suddenly insulting me? It’s not like you’re the one paying is it?”
 
   Oh Se-chan scratched his head nervously and closed his mouth at those words because Lee Jin-ah had accurately targeted his weakness . 
 
   It was Kim Woo-jin who set the mood once again . 
 
   “There would be chaos . Everything that was created during this period would become a bubble overnight . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan nodded . 
 
   “Right, but if the players’ abilities remain after the game ends that will be a problem, but it would be even more troublesome if they lose their abilities . They have built a lot over the past six years, all the power structures around the world have been organised and reorganised by the players and guilds . ”
 
   The world wanted the game to end . 
 
   That much was true . 
 
   However, most people didn’t think about what would happen after the game ended . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   And no one prepared for it . 
 
   Even the Messiah Guild had not made any preparations in event that the game ended . 
 
   “What you need the most in a time of chaos like that is power . ”
 
   Only one person was different . 
 
   “Like an exemplary social enterprise where you could give food and medicine instead of guns and ammunition to the people who are sick and have no food to eat . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan had been preparing for when the game ended . 
 
   “I created a company called Pandora . It’s a company I made using all the money I’d saved . ”
 
   Pandora . 
 
   That was what Oh Se-chan had prepared . 
 
   “We’ve already acquired all the necessary technologies, factories and technicians we need for what I just mentioned . The technologies that would be used in the world that changed because the game ended . We have them for all kinds of fields . And it’s completely legitimate . Unlike the players and guilds, the money used there is completely clean . From now on, Pandora will save the world . ”
 
   As he said this, Oh Se-chan smiled bitterly . 
 
   “Sure it won’t be easy, but it’s definitely better than waiting for nuclear weapons to be launched or hungry people picking up weapons and rebelling . ”
 
   “Ah, Pandora was like that?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah, who’d finished his plate of chili shrimp, responded to Oh Se-chan’s remarks .  
 
   Oh Se-chan glared at him for a bit before continuing . 
 
   “So what do you think?”
 
   “I thought you were just raising money for yourself, I didn’t think you were working globally to raise money for world peace . ”
 
   Oh Se-chan’s expression crumpled . 
 
   “Hey, what do you take me for?”
 
   Lee Jin-ah answered this question without hesitation . 
 
   “Aren’t you just a bald, cheap money grubber?”
 
   “You bastard!”
 
   Kim Woo-jin couldn’t help but laugh at the conversation between the two . 
 
   “Ugh, I wasn’t asking you anyway!”
 
   Oh Se-chan clicked his tongue at Lee Jin-ah before turning back to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Anyways, that’s the end of the public story . I’m all set . So you can go ahead and do whatever you want . ”
 
   Don’t worry about what would happen after clearing the final dungeon . 
 
   Kim Woo-jin smiled and nodded at the indescribable help . 
 
   “Now then, shall we talk about something personal?”
 
   Seeing that smile, Oh Se-chan continued . 
 
   “I’ve thought a lot about the game . I’m certain that this was done by some transcendent being that we can’t even begin to fathom . ”
 
   Kim Woo-jin nodded . 
 
   “And that transcendent being must have a bloody twisted personality . ”
 
   “Like you hyung?”
 
   Oh Se-chan ignored Lee Jin-ah’s words, although the veins on his bald head pulsed dangerously . 
 
   
 
   
 
    
     
    
 
    
   
 
   “Would such a being tolerate it if the game they made became stagnant without being ended by the players? Think about it . If you made a game, but you weren’t able to see the ending of the game because the characters inside didn’t want the game to end . What would you do?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin didn’t answer that question . 
 
   Oh Se-chan looked at Kim Woo-jin carefully for a moment before continuing in a soft tone . 
 
   “If it was me . I’d fix the error and play the game again . Isn’t that right? Huh? Do you have similar thoughts as me?”
 
   Instead of answering, Kim Woo-jin narrowed his eyes slightly . 
 
   A light smile spread across his lips . 
 
   Then Oh Se-chan’s smartphone began vibrating . 
 
   “Excuse me . ”
 
   After giving him a glance, Oh Se-chan got up from his seat . 
 
   “Hyung doesn’t get a lot of time to rest . Rather, I’m not even sure if he pays his phone bill as he should . If the call fee exceeds 100 won, he’ll probably hack the carrier’s server so that he doesn’t have to pay the fee . ”
 
   With those words, Lee Jin-ah turned to the waiter who was bringing a new dish . 
 
   “Let me change my order . ”
 
   When they heard that, the waiter nodded . 
 
   After all, how could one person eat all of that food? That’s what their expression said . 
 
   Naturally, while they thought he wanted to cancel the order, Lee Jin-ah continued . 
 
   “Then what should I cance…”
 
   “I’d like to order some deserts in advance . ”
 
   “Huh?”
 
   To the surprised employee, Lee Jin-ah held up the menu and said . 
 
   “From here to here . ”
 
   While the waiter was still in shock, Oh Se-chan reappeared and beckoned to Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   “Can I talk to you for a minute?”
 
   Kim Woo-jin got up from his seat without saying anything and followed Oh Se-chan out the restaurant . 
 
   Looking at their retreating figures, Lee Jin-ah had just one thought . 
 
   ‘I have to eat everything before they come back . ’
 
   He had to eat even more before they returned!
 
   As he was filled with determination and smiled insidiously, something caught Lee Jin-ah’s eye . 
 
   It was a bill sitting on Kim Woo-jin’s seat . 
 
   ‘No way . ’
 
   After confirming what it was, Lee Jin-ah turned to look at the door of the restaurant . 
 
   However, he could see neither hide nor hair of Oh Se-chan or Kim Woo-jin . 
 
   With a ridiculous expression on his face, Lee Jin-ah said . 
 
   “Wow, they’re really spiteful, terrible . ”
 
   END!!
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